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THE MONTH. ^^ '^<<y 

The Koyal House of England lies beneath the pressure of a great calamity. The 
Throne is clad in mourning. A heavy affliction has once more befallen our beloved 
Sovereign; and under circumstances of a remarkable kind, which add to the trial 
peculiar intensity and weight. Her Majesty's second daughter, the Grand Duchess 
of Hesse-Darmstadt, *' our Princess Alice," — who was held in the highest esteem by 
all classes of the people, alike for her simplicity of manners, her high intelligenoe, 
and her kindly affectionate qualities of mind and heart, — has been taken from her 
family and the kindred nations of Britain and Germany on the seventeenth anni- 
versary of the day on which her lamented father, whom she nursed and tended with 
such untiring devotion, passed from this transitory scene. The date of the death of 
the Princess corresponded with that of the Prince Consort in all respects, the day of 
the week as well as of the month being identical The blow, too, has fallen unex- 
pectedly; the illness has been short; and the fact that her own assiduous attention 
to her sick children was the cause of the Princess's decease, that she met her death 
in minisiering to their wants and reciprocating their affection, imparts to the melan- 
choly issue an element of pathos which in every section of society is keenly and 
sympathetically felt. Ever self-denying and benevolent, ever solicitous for the 
well-being and happiness of others, and comparatively forgetful of her own, her de- 
mise was in keeping with the whole course and current of her life, and, in that sense, 
was its not unfitting termination. In the land of her adoption, not less than in the 
country of her birth, the Grand Duchess enjoyed the universal and affectionate 
regard of the people, who fully appreciated her thoughtful and womanly consideration 
for their welfare. Throughout our own country the deepest and truest sympathy is 
manifested for our own bereaved and sorrow-stricken Queen. That feeling which 
has ever prompted her to sympathize with her people, of whatever class — that 
kindly regard she has always shown to all who were in distress and suffering — is now 
reciprocated to herself. The two Houses of Parliament, the municipalities, not only 
of our larger, but also of our smaller towns, — public bodies of every description, and 
all persons who, from their official or personal standing, have the privilege of direct 
communication with Her Majesty — ^vie with each other in expressing, not in the 
language of courtly adulation or ceremonious condolence, but in plain Saxon phraseo- 
logy, and in the sincerity of honest English hearts, that genuine sympathy with 
their Sovereign in this hour of her overpowering grief, which we are convinced 
pervades the whole community, irrespective of party, class, or creed. It may well 
be so. The stroke which has fallen could not but re-open in the breast of Queen 
Victoria the floodgates of a former overwhelming sorrow, which even the lapse of 
time has not been able thoroughly and entirely to heal. Under such a loss, there is, 
of course, but one true Comforter — one only source of consolation; and that He 
who only comforteth to purpose, whose consolations are neither few nor small, 
may in this dark and cloudy day be present with the Queen, is the prayer tS^ evely 
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Christian subject ia the realm. StUl, even in tbe deepest gloonii human sympathy 
is not withoat its yalue; and its expressioD| to some extent^ mitigates every calamity, 
and alleviates even the bitter pang of bereavement snch as this. The event is not 
without its lessons for lis all. It may well teach us the vanity of earthly distinctions, 
and the uncertain tenure by which we hold all the most coveted and choicest pos- 
sessions which the world can give. Let but these lessons be duly laid to heart, and 
they will effectually check the vain desires and promptings of ambition; enabling 
us to realize that the only crown worth striving for is that crown of eternal Hfe and 
glory which shall never fade away, and which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give to all them that wait for His appearing. 

The Marquis of Lome, the new Qovemor- General of Canada, and the Princess 
Louise, after an unusually rough and tempestuous passage across the stormy waves 
of the Atlantic, have been received with the utmost enthusiasm on its western 
shores. If their embarkation took place under auspicious circumstances, their de- 
barkation, and subsequent progress through the Dominion whose affairs the Marquis 
is now called on to administer, have been more auspicious still. Everywhere that 
progress has been marked by the warmest demonstrations of loyalty, and the most 
unmistakable evidences of rejoicing; and there is no doubt that, in selecting as 
the successor to Lord Dufferin in this vioeroyalty the Queen's son-in-law, the 
Grovemment have taken a most politic and prudent course. Our Canadian brethren 
obviously regard the appointment of one so near to the Throne to be their Governor 
as an honour done unto themselves. The Princess Louise and her husband have 
been greatly gratified at the cordiality which marked their public reception, and the 
Queen has acknowledged the satisfaction it has afforded to herself. It was not long 
after the intelligence of the welcome thus accorded to one daughter that Her Majesty 
received the information of the illness with which another had been seized — an ill- 
ness the fatal issue of which was not then foreseen. Thus in royal, as iu humble 
life, do the lights and shadows, the joys and sorrows of existence, rapidly succeed each 
other. We trust that the administration of the Marquis may tend to develop the 
resources, promote the prosperity, and increase the loyalty of Canada ; thus cement- 
ing the ties which bind that dependency so firmly to the British Crown. The new 
Governor-General has been early trained in the paths of statesmanship ; he is the 
son of a nobleman whose philosophic habits of thinking, breadth of intellectual view, 
large-hearted sympathy, and devoted attachment to the cause of freedom, are 
guarantees that his son has been educated in principles the practical recognition of 
which, in a political position of such commanding inflnence, is well adapted to secure 
the attachment of a powerful and growing people, and to extend the popularity of 
the British Throne amongst its Transatlantic subjects. 



Since our last issue there has been a brief session of Parliament. The special 
puiposes for which it was convened have been thoroughly discussed ; the great 
debates, from which so much was looked for, are now over ; and the policy of 
the Government in relation to the Afghan War has, so far as the majority in both 
Houses was concerned, received a triumphant vindicatioB. So much for the actual 
and practical result, which, of course, by all parties was dearly and unmistakably 
foreseen. Against this policy of the Cabinet, however, there has been no lack of 
earnest, energetic, and indignant protest ; and whilst on one side the expediency, and 
therefore the necessity and justice, of the war were 9treBuoasly urged, on the other 
it was denounced as uncalled for, needless, and aggressTre— as subversive of sound 
principles of Indian policy^ and undertaken in contravention of the opinions of 
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former GoyemorB-Geneial — as cowardly and crual in its nature, and as an assertion 
merely of the power of the strongeet. Never, perhaps^ was a debate conducted with 
greater spirit, or the antagonistic ideas and principles which underlie all such dis* 
cussions more fully and decidedly brought out. Mr. Whi thread's amendment on 
the report on the Address in reply to Her Majesty's Speech was, of course, a vote of 
censure on the Government. Although not originating with the leaders of the 
Opposition, it was supported by the Marquis of Hartington and the almost imbroken 
strength of the Liberal party, including also one or two Conservatives. It was, 
therefore, a fair trial of strength between the two great parties in the Commons' 
House, as was also, in relation to the Upper Chamber, the debate and division in the 
Lords, where Earl Granville joined issue with the Cabinet upon a question sub- 
stantially the same. The majority in the Upper House of 165, and in the Lower of 
101, is decisive of the agreement of the Legislature with the Executive Government, 
and endorses, for the time, the entire scope and objects in relation to the Eastern 
policy of Her Majesty's advisers. Thei*e were, however, two great debates ; and as 
the first turned upon the right or wrong of the policy of Lord Beaconsfield — the 
justice or injustice of the war — so the second hinged upon a question scarcely less 
important, upon which countiy, England or India, should the expenses of the war 
be charged. The Ministry contended that, notwithstanding the generally depressed 
state of Indian finance, there was a surplus, for the present year^ in the cash 
balances of the Indian exchequer, and that upon this the expenses of the Afghan 
expedition might, for convenience' sake, be temporarily charged ; leaving it to the 
future to determine (when the cost and results of the war should be definitely 
known) what proportion of the total cost should be defrayed from Indian, and what 
from English finances. Mr. Fawcett's amendment, on the contrary, urged, in efiect, 
that as the war was undertaken by the Imperial Government, and in pursuance of 
an '' Imperial" policy, its cost should be borne by the British people, who had placed 
the present Ministry in power — more especially as the Indian people were already 
heavily taxed ; the Indian surplus was but temporary, and that surplus had already 
been, by anticipation, set apart to constitute a Famine Prevention Fund. On this 
point the majority for the Government was 110, being nine more than the majority 
on the question of tb e war itself. The question is thus for tbe present disposed of; 
and when Parliament meets in February, other topics will probably take precedence 
and come for decision to the front. Of the two debates, the first was doubtless the 
moat noteworthy — ^the most conspicuous for force and fire. It would doubtless 
have been more satisfactory to the peace-loving portion of the nation — to those who 
believe that wars of aggression are altogether unjustifiable, and that the sword of 
Great Britain should never be unsheathed save in a case of paramount necessity, or 
in a cause which is manifestly one of righteousness and truth — ^had tbe Government 
been able, on this point, to make out a clearer and a stronger case. They cannot 
but regret that Parliament was not earlier consulted on the matter -, for although it 
IB doubtless true that the Crown has the power, by the Constitution, to declare peace 
and levy war without first taking coimsel with the people's representatives, it is 
also true that when this prerogative is pushed to its extreme limit, the control of 
the latter over the public expenditure becomes little more than nominal. Though 
Parliament should even condemn a war in toto, it is difficult, If not impossible, 
for it to refuse supplies, when once that war has been begun. 

There has been much controversy of late on two points — ^both of indubitable 
impcRiance— the one, the probability or otherwise of an early dissolution ; the other, 
the question whether the administration of Lord Beaconsfield has impaired the 
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[From ow own OoirMpondent.] 

Paris, Dec. 17, 1878. 

A BLAST FBOH A BOURBON. 

Some one compaTes the strange letter of 
the Count de Chambord to a danon blown 
in an ambnscade where the deepest silence 
was the sine qud non of success. Circum- 
spection, velvet footfalls, muffled utterances, 
circuitous dealing, <' double-meanings," seem 
to be the order of the day among his party ; 
and he, candid soul, who has never yet 
inhaled a whiff of modem air, and who lives 
in the dreamland of the irrecoverable 
past, comes forward and overturns all their 
little plans with a pen-stroke. The past has 
no lessons for him ; he is petrified in the icy 
rock of the old regime ; there he stands and 
places his point of honour in the categorical 
affirmation of Catholicism and Monarchy. 
As it is, France is a State without God, a State 
against God. If France is to be saved, 
" God must return as Master, that I may 
reign as King " ! The Syllabus is his 
prompter, the civil subordinate to the sacer- 
dotal is his ideal. But such a consummation 
is devoutly to be scouted. In fact, between 
the extreme Right, whitef and the extreme 
Left, red — between Hadicaliein and counter- 
revolution — stands the whole French nation, 
and, as we have seen in the small experiment 
of the 16th of May, 1877, it is sufficiently 
compact to prevent the two parties from 
coming into collision. We do not believe in 
phantoms. The Red and the White are awful 
realities — as real as the Inquisition end the 
Guillotine — but, at present, we believe the 
nation is getting wisdom and stamina suffi- 
cient to resist both. 

THE '' REFORMER " BAILT KEW8PAPSR. 

The new journal is being legally consti* 
tuted ; the instrument is drawn up, and the 
title is again changed, and definitively fixed as 
Le Beformateury Journal Anti-Clerical et Re- 
publicain, A Beformer is better than a 
Jkmolisher, The promoters battled hard for 
their original single title of Anii-Cleriealy 
but the chief Protestants declared that 
they should in that case withhold all sup- 
port. It was also stated that schoolmasters 
and other important functionaries under Go- 
veinment would necessarily be prevented 
receiving it with such a title. " Clerical " 
and '* Jesuit " have become politically synony- 
mous in common language; the dictionary 



distinction is little heeded. The Committee 
of Management and Supervision is oompoeed 
of all shades of Protestantiamy from Ortho- 
doxy to Radonalism; and the chief editor, 
whose name has not yet transpired, is ex- 
pected to be a Protestant pastor, formerly a 
Roman Catholic. The general feeling isy 
that such a bold attempt should have come 
entil^ly from Roman Catholics tired of 
Rome, and not from Pfotestants at all. But 
the experiment is on the eve of being made ; 
and in January it is expected that France 
will at length have a daily democratic paper 
(sold for one sou), representing the yeazmngs 
of a large mass of sensible men, who wish 
for a better religion than that of Rome. 

ECCIjESIASTICAIi STIPRNBa 

The petitions to the Government to in- 
crease the salaries of priests and of Protestant 
pastors were, after debate, rejected by the Le- 
gislature. It seems strange, even in a world 
of contradictions, that Protestants should be 
found to subscribe 300,000 francs to esta- 
blish a new journal of questionable utility, 
while toiling pastors are left starving, or 
nearly so, and churches remain unprovided 
for, men not daring to accept the post with so 
little remuneration, and such heavy responsi- 
bilities. 

THE WORK OF THE EXHIBITION 

is not yet over. Yaliant missionaries go in 
and out among the numerous workmen who 
are clearing away the goods, and the various 
officials and employes. Their reception is 
cheering, and not only thousands of gospels 
and other sheets are accepted enthusiastically, 
but many close conversations manifest aoul- 
hunger little suspected by man, but evidently 
created by Him who alone is the Bread of 
Life. 

It is the time of bounty for the poor, and 
by means of school fetes and Christmas festi- 
vities spiritual good is done in every depart^ 
ment of 

EYAN6ELI8TIC EFFORT. 

The meetings eetablished by the Rev. 
R. W. McAll in Lyons are already a suocesa, 
and bid fair to emulate Paris. Those of 
Marseilles have an average of from 280 to 
300 hearers, and Mr. R. Saillens writes that 
lack of funds alone prevents opening three 
or four halls instead of one. 

The Government are about to evect in 
Paris a statue of Admiral Coligny. 
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THX aOCSBL AHD HUMAN FSOOBXSS. 

The following letter has been addressed 
1^ the Depntjy Qiovanni Lanza, to the 
Editor of La Patria. Its interest is the 
greater when it is remembered that more 
than once the writer was Prime Minister of 
King Victor Emmanuel :— 

Roncaglia Casale. 

The words attributed to me in your paper^ 
La FcUria^ I do not remember having 
Bjpoken. I have, however, thought and said, 
that in my opinion the greatest ohstacle to a 
leligious reformation Whifih would bring the 
datholic faith into harmony with civil 
Bociety, was the temporal power of the Popes ; 
that this having ceased, the Church would 
{•cquire greater liberty, the result of which, 
aooner or later, would be the xefocms 
neeeasarv. 

What these ought to be I would not 
take upon myself to aay ; it would be too 
grave an assumption. I hold strongly, how- 
ever, that the Qoepel contains the germs of 
Almost unlimited progress, political and 
moral The Divine Book which proclaims 
the abolition of slavery^ universal brother- 
hood, peace on earth, the duty of giving to 
our poor brethren of aur superabundance, 
etc, ought to have power to meet the utmost 
needs of our commonwealth, and to be the 
credo of our entire humanity. 

The apostle alone is wanting who would 
know how to bring back freshness to the 
holy dogmas of the Christian faith, and to 
revive the religious enthuaiasm of the 
people for them. I am oontident that 
when the time is zipe, he will appear. 
JN^ow we are passing through the period of 
.l^paration, and they are doing a meritorious 
work who, having the special gifts and 
wholesome doctrines, labour to instruct and 
fidnoate the people ; imbuing them again 
with the religious sentiment, without which, 
AS you well say, nothing great can be accom- 
plished. — Believe me always yours, with 
jBUch esteem, Giovanni Lanza. 

SHE EJSa AND XHS PAPAOY. 

The authorisation promulgated by the 
fiardinal-Yicar, sanctioning in all the 
•churches of Rome the singing of a Te 
Mtwn as a thanktfgiving to Gk>d for 
ban^g saved the JHe of the King, is a 
very significant sign of the times. To 
what lextent this peanisssion was acted 
..upon is not stated ; but a solemn Te Deum 
.ma anng at the Ckosch of the Sudario (the 



Oourt church) by the Canon Amino, the I Sir A. Paget. 
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King's Chaplain, at wbic^ the high aristocracy 
of Bome and the ladies of the Ambassadors 
(Lady Paget among the number) assisted. 
At the Church of St. Agnes, in the Piazza 
Navona, also, a Te Deum was sung, the Am- 
bassadors of the Boman Catholic Powers 
attending, and a laige congregation of ladies 
of the aristocracy. Thanksgiving services 
were also held in all the churches and 
chapels of the various Protestant denomina- 

tiOBSb 

AHKBIOAN AND XNOLI8H flBBVKaS. 

Describing the singing of a SQlemn Te 
Deum, sung at the Ameriean ohuroh in 
Borne, the ^correspondent of the Chuurdian 
writes: '^From the beautiful tower, a chef 
d^auvre of our architect, Mr. Street, hung a 
splendid American flag ; and over the west 
door the Italian flag between two star- 
spangled banners. The interior of the 
church was well lighted, and the altar 
handsomely decorated with bouquets of 
flowers and lighted candelabra. Several 
English deigymen accompanied the Sector, 
Dr. Kevin, who intoned the Litany, which 
was choral. The American Minister (Mr. 
Marsh), the' English Ambassador (Sir A. 
Paget), and other Ambassadors of the Pro- 
testant Powers, attended. The ohuroh was 
full, numbers of Italians, eiyecially of Italian 
soldiers, being present" 

The writer from whom we have quoted 
above also says : '' On the eventful Sunday 
morning I attended a special service of 
thanksgiving at the EngUsh church, when 
a solemn Te Deum was sung, and a prayer 
of thanksgiving for the late preservation of 
the King was offered up. A moat appro- 
priate sermon was preached by the Bev. 
Dr. Luard, Yicar of St. Mary's, Cambridge, 
who took his text from Ezekiel jxv, 23, ' And 
ye shall know that I have not done without 
cause all that I have done in it, saith the 
Lord Qod.' The main subject of the sermon 
was Qod's puipoaa in sending trials to indir 
vidual Christians, to prepare and discipline 
them for a place in Bis heavenly kingdom. 
At the close he eloquently applied the 
subject to the late signal trial through which 
the Italian nation had just passed. 

A very appropriate address to the King 
vws drawn up by the Bev. H. W. Wasse, 
the English Chaplain, and was numeroosly 
signed by members of lua oongregation and 
of the English Church generally. It was 
presented to his Mi^esty by our ^mhafwadnTj 
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THB FOFl ON BXGICmX. 

A letter from Rome throws a little more 
light upon the curions discnflfiion which has 
for some time been going on in the Roman 
papers. The question in dispute Ib whether 
the Pope did really write an autograph letter 
to the King, to congratulate him on his 
providential escape. The fact appears that 
he wrote to Monsignor Sanfelice, requesting 
him to express the indignation he felt at 



the execrable attempt on the King's life. 
The Pope, however, could not even send 
this message without also expressing ''the 
hope that his Majesty might at length 
recognize the danger of a policy which, by 
violating all divine and human laws, had so 
thoroughly demoralised the people.'' This 
is really nothing less than an apology for 
regicide. 



AUSTRIA. 



FOLICB PEBSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS. 

The Austrian (Government has recently 
proclaimed ''religious liberty" to its new 
subjects in Bosnia. It becomes therefore a 
nmtter of some interest to inquire, what is 
the meaning of this term as interpreted by 
the Government of&cials in one of the lead- 
ing provinces of the Austrian empire? A 
correspondent of a contemporary fumishes the 
following information : " Rather more than a 
year ago a number of peasants belonging to a 
small village in one of the most important 
Austrian provinces seceded from the [Roman] 
Catholic Church. The systematic persecu- 
tion in the way of fines and imprisonment to 
which they were subjected at the hands of 
the civil authorities led them to draw up a 
petition, which was forwarded to the Minister 
of Religion and Public Instruction at Vienna 
about four months ago, and from which I 
make the following extracts : ' Formerly we 
used to spend our leisure, and more especially 
our Sundays, in public-houses, in drinking, 
not seldom in drunkenness, in gambling, and 
immoral and seditious talk. Now, on the 
contrary, we spend a portion of our leisure 
time in reading the Bible, and in prayer. 

On Sunday, , 1878, when the family of 

A. H. and two lodgers were assembled for 
morning family worship, the police appeared, 
and drove us out of the house, telling us that 
they were imder orders to compel us to quit 
the room whenever they found us assembled 
for such a purpose. When we appealed to 
the district magistrate, entreating him to 
ascertain how our family worship was con- 
ducted, the only answer vouchsafed to us was 
that the authorities were perfectly aware that 
we did nothing wicked, but that we had no 
official pemdssion, and a popular tumult might 
occur. Since the date of this appeal the 
police have appeared evety Sunday; they 
search our houses, rooms, even our closets, as 
if we were suspicious characters ; sometimes 
they patrol the garden the whole morning, 
and idlow no one to enter the house. On 



, 1878, we were each compelled to pay 
a fine of lOfl. (18s.) We are ready, if 
necessary, to lose all our property for con- 
science* sake, but we cannot bring ourselves 
to believe that such is his Imperial Majesty's 
will.' A few weeks later a second fine of 
20fL (£l 16s.) each was imposed, with the 
alternative of four days' imprisonment. 
Poverty compelled the choice of the latter 
alternative, and they were imprisoned four 
days. The police officers themselves were 
so ashamed at the glaring injustice of the 
whole proceeding, that they took their pri- 
soneiB by a circuitous route, to avoid passing 
through the village, alleging as an explana- 
tion their desire tp spare the prisoners' feel- 
ings. The petition from which I have 
quoted has not yet been answered; and, to 
judge from experience in similar cases, it is 
likely to remain unanswered for months, if 
not years, to come. Meanwhile, these un- 
fortunate peasants are subject to constant and 
intolerable annoyance, and are always liable 
to fines and imprisonment; and this in an 
empire which in Bosnia proclaims religious 
liberty to all its subjects." 

PBOTSBTANTISU AT GRATZ. 

The American Board of Missions had, till 
lately, a mission at Qratz, consisting of Dr. 
Bissell and Mr. Clark. The latter, just before 
retiring from that place, thus wrote to the 
Board : '* Last Sunday we held our last Eng- 
lish service. Tou will be happily surprised 
to learn that the English meetings are to be 
continued. At the close of last Sunday's 
service Prof. (a Prussian, for twenty- 
five years a resident of London, now in 
Qratz) rose, and after thanking Dr. Bissell 
and myself for the meetings we have con- 
ducted, he invited all who were present to 
meet at his house on Sunday in the future, 
and he would, with God's help, conduct a 
Bible service for his family and all who 
wished to be present Thus the Lord has 
been better to us than our fears. We knew 
that the German meetings would be con- 
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bat we bad been not a 



little pained witb the thought that the Eng- 
lish meetings, which have been attended with 
such interest and profit, mnst now cease. 
The kind words which our friends spoke to 
us last Sabbath were very cheering, and the 
gratitude which they expressed was really 
touching. One gentleman (a graduate of an 
Austrian university) said, with deep emotion, 
as he bade us good-bye, ' I cannot tell you 
how much these meetings have helped me. 
I came to you broken down in spirit and 
hopeless, almost in despair. I have been 



greatly comforted.' Another, for whom we 
have the best hope that he is soundly con- 
verted, taking us by the hand, was so over- 
come by his feelings that he could not utter 
a word. A very intelligent Qerman lady, 
whom no storm has detained from the Sun- 
day services, after expressing her gratitude 
with tearfol emotion, added, ' We shall miss 
these meetings more than I can tell you. 
They have been an inestimable blessing to 
me. I have learned to prize Christ more, 
and I never kneel in prayer without thinking 
of « Christ our Life." ' " 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Crorrespondent.] 
, Prussia, Dec 18, 1878. 

THE KHPEBOR. 

His Majesty returned to lus capital on the 
5th of this month, after the severe trial 
inflicted on him by the attempted assassina- 
tion, and resumed the reins of government. 
Berlin has hardly ever shown so much 
enthusiasm as on that day, and the Sovereign 
must have felt how large is the amount of 
love which is cherished for him by his people. 
On Sunday, the 8th, thankegiving services 
were held in all the churches of Prussia and 
most other Qerman countries. In the replies 
to different deputations, our Emperor recog- 
nized his restoration as a blessing from God, 
and repeatedly said that there ought to be 
an increase of religious feeling in the 
people. To a deputation of schoolmasters 
he remarked that religion was more im- 
portant than a great deal of knowledge. 
The Berlin churches were crowded on the 
day. 

THIS TTLTRAMONTANBS 

have brought forward two Bills in this 
session of the Prussian Parliament — one to 
maintain those religious orders which have 
not yet been dissolved since the existence of 
the May Laws ; the other to restore the articles 
of the Prussian Constitution which secured 
the independence of the Church. The first 
of these only has come on for discussion. 
Dr. Falk seized the opportunity to explain 
the present state of the matter. He said 
that the (Government during the whole of the 
warfare with Rome had had peace in view. 
The moment had now arrived when a 
peaceful Pope had assumed the government 
of the Church, bat that the Ultramontanes did 
whatever they could to prevent an under- 
standing. He also considered these Bills 
to be intended as a stumbling-block. The 
Government would not give up the May Laws, 



but hoped that an understanding was possible 
without giving way in principle on either 
side. The negotiations with Rome evidently 
go on, but seem to progress slowly. 

THB ELECTION OF MR. SCHRAHH 

as pastor of St. James's Church, Berlin, has 
not been confirmed. As he did not deny 
that his views were those put forth in his 
books, the Consistory could but refuse the 
confirmation to a man who denies the funda- 
mental doctrines of Christianity. The first 
case of 

OBEMATION 

took place at Gotha a few days ago. 
The "Liberal" clergy of the city all as- 
sisted, and the blessing was given as at 
other funerals. 

THE BERLIN CITY MISSION 

gains more friends every day. The two 
clergymen connected with this work in 
Berlin from time to time travel into the 
provinces. It is clear that the whole 
country should do something for the spiri- 
tual wants of Berlin. Auxiliary societies for 
the Berlin City Mission have therefore been 
formed in different parts of the country. 
The spiritual wants of Berlin are truly 
very great, especially iu the large suburban 
parishes, which the working classes chiefly 
inhabit, and where the smill numb 
clergymen is totally insufiicient. A year 
or two ago the practice began of adminis- 
tering the Lord's Supper after the evening 
services, and these evening Communions have 
been very well attended, especially by the 
poorer people. 

RELIGIOUS C0N7ERBNCE IN AUSTRIA. 

I mentioned in my last letter that a 
Home Missionary Society exists in Austria. 
I can now inform you of another satisfactory 
fact from that country. Under the direction of 
Mr. Millard, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society's agent at Vienna, a conference has 
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1)6611 held at WeltrnB, near Prague. It was 
qnite an Alliance Conference, as Christians 
of different denominations were present, 
holding fraternal intercourse in the nnity 
of the Spirit The ohject of these confer- 
ences, which are to be repeated, is to bring 
the Hying Christians in Austria into closer 
connection with each other, and mntoally to 
advance their spiritaal life. 

TWO TRULY EVANaSLICAL NOBLKMSN 

have been called to their rest daring this 
last month. The first is Count Harrash. 



He was bom a Roman Catholic, but after- 
wards, from sincere conviction, joined the 
Protestant Church, and, though in a quiet 
way, has done much for the cause of Christ 
The other was known in wider cirdtes. 
Count Adalbert von der Reoke Yolmerstein 
died in his 87th year. He was one of the 
first, even before Fliedner and Wichero, to 
undertake the great work of home missions, 
as well as deaconesses' institutions, of which 
those of Diisselthal and Craschnitz are labour- 
ing with manifest blessing from on high. 



TURKEY. 

THE NEW PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLK 



Some interesting accounts have been 
received of the enthronement of the new 
Greek Patriarch, Joachim in., at the ancient 
Qreek church of theThanar at Constantinople. 
The Patriarch was received first at the Palace 
by the Sultan, who is said to have welcomed 
him with great cordiality, even "rising to 
meet him half-way as he entered the apart- 
ment, and causing the grand cordon of the 
Order of Medjidi^ to be placed round his neck 
by Osman Pasha, who was in waiting.** The 
Stdtan also thanked the Patriarch for the 
attitude of the Qreek population during the 
late war, expressing his firm determination 
to establish complete equality between all his 
subjects. "We ought to understand each 
other/' so he is said to have expressed him- 
self ; " have we not a common enemy ? " 

The Patriarch was next received by the 
Qrand Vizier at the Ministry, whence the 
coriige proceeded to the church, accompanied 
by two aides-de-camp, representing the Sultan 
and Grand Vizier. The Patriarchs who form 
the Holy Synod rode in the Sultan's carriages, 
attended by a mounted escort, and looking, 
** some with their long white, some with their 
jet-black beards, like figures from a Bjzantine 
painting." The body of the church was at- 
first occupied only by the Grand Council and 
some privileged persons; but when the Pa- 
triarch approached, the gates were thrown 
open, and the population quietly filled all 
parts, except a space reserved for the pro- 
cession up the nave. The Greek clergy, 
''each holding three lighted tapers attached 
together at the middle," meet the Patriarch 
at the door, and walk backwards before him 



as far as the lofty rood-screen, a gigantic 
piece of sculpture in wood separating the 
choir from the nave. The Patriarch, as he 
advances, '' holds his left hand in that of the 
aide-de-camp of the Sultan ; symbolising thus 
the power conceded by the conqueror to the 
Patriarch Gtennadius when Byzantium vaa 
taken." At the entrance of the choir the 
aide-de-camp bows and retires, the Patriarch 
puts on his pontifical robes, and the Grand 
Logoth^te, who acts officially as interme- 
diary in all transactions between the Porte 
and the Greek community, reads the official 
document wldch recognizes the validity of 
the election. The Senior Patriarch, Mgr. 
Cyzicus, then approaches, and, saluting 
Mgr. Joachim on the mouth, delivers to 
him the cross and crozier which constitute 
him CScumenical Patriarch of the Greek com- 
munity. The Chief Pastor then bestows his 
blessing on the people, and the ceremony is 
at an end. 

The new Patriarch, who is forty-five years 
old, and described as being very dignified in 
person, is said to be a strong reformer, and bent 
on carrying out many reforms eventually, though 
disposed to wait at present for quieter times. 
But one reform in the domestic manners of 
his own household he is said at once to have 
introduced, and that is the suppression of the 
chibook, for which a simple cigarette is sub- 
stituted, and which, with the never-failing 
coffee which attends it, is now offered to 
guests by an ordinary servant, instead of, as 
formerly, by a deacon — a practice which the 
Patriarch considered highly derogatory to the 
latter's office. 



AMERICA. 



A X019TH OF PRATES. 

A letter from Mrs. Moody, who writes from 
the city of Baltimore, ia printed by the 



Chriitian^ which adds : ** In a brief note, Mr. 
Moody also commends the subject to the 
earnest attention of British Christians." " Mr. 
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Moody/' writes Mis. M., 'Hhiiiks that at the 
end of the week people begin to conaider more, 
and get more interested, when the Week of 
Prayer is closed. He thinks if that week 
conld be followed by three more just like it, 
something might be effected. He thinks there 
is peculiar need of more prayer just now. 
The times in which we are liviDg, the tumnlts 
and wars and pestilences, etc.y'bertainly ought 
to arrest the minds of Christians, and call 
them to more prayer. Oar own country is at 
present agitated, and not ours only, but all 
lands. The fearful pestilence we haye had 
in the South, the financial embarrassments 
of so many, and the turltalent feeling of the 
poorer working classes, and those who triU 
not work, both in our country and in Qreat 
Britain, with the increased desecration of 
the Sabbath, seem to call for more earnest 
prayer on the part of Christians. Mr. Moody 
suggested the idea at the Ministers' Meeting 
in Baltimore this week, and all the ministers 
united heartily in their endorsement of the 
suggestion. . . . Mr. Moody is not idle here. 
He studies six hours a day, but also has on 
most days two meetings.'' 

A circular is appended, embodying the 
suggestions mentioned above. It is signed 
'^y seventeen pastors of churches in Balti- 
more. 

THE FRUITS OF BIBLK-BUKNING. 

Many years ago, in Clinton County, New 
York, a French Roman Catholic priest from 
O'nada instigated a mob and burned a quan- 
tity o" Bibles and Testaments in the French 
language, which had been cent into that 
county to supply the destitute among this 
class of the foreign population. At the anni- 
versary of the Clinton County Bible Society^ 
lately held in Platt&burgb, the agent of that 
society reported that he had recently vibited 
the place where the Bible had been burned, 
and found on either side of the Catholic church 
French families, who requested him to rank 
them as Protestants, as they no longer had 
anything to do with the Catholic Church. 
The church itself has no longer a priest, nor 
even occasional services. 

FRIEBTLY ABSOLUTION. 

A Speech made by Dr. De Koven, at the 
recent Episcopal Congress in Cincinnati, in 
speaking on the doctrine of absolution, has 
called forth some severe criticisms. He re- 
marked that Mr. Moody's great success was 
owing to the power with which he declared 
and pronounced to the people, being penitent, 
the absolution and remission of Uieir sins. 
But he did not add, that the greater the 
power in such declarations as made by Mr. 



Moody in simply declaring the often and 
promises of God's Word, the more absurd and 
presimiptuous are those who fancy that their 
official position is enough to give force to de- 
clarations of absolution. 

CHUBOH DIBCIFLnnB FOB DAMCING. 

A curious Church case has just been tried 
in Georgia. A deacon of the Central Pres- 
byterian Church of Atlanta was suspended 
for permitting dancing at his house. This 
sentence was confirmed by presbytery, and 
went up to Synod on appeal. The trial 
before Synod was a long and exciting one. 
The church is one of the largest and most 
important of its denomination in the South, 
and its pastor, Dr. Leftwlch, is a very emi- 
nent and influential man. The trial occupied 
nearly a week. It was conducted by counsel 
on both sides. Dr. Leftwich, for the prosecu- 
tion, made a speech thirteen and a-half hours 
in length. A large assembly was present 
throughout the whole trial, and when, at 
nearly twelve o'clock at night, the final vote 
was taken, resulting in an order to restore 
the deacon to his full privileges, by thirty- 
seven to fifteen. Dr. Leftwich instanldy 
moved an appeal to the General Assembly. 

OBSERVANCE OF LENT. 

The Reformed Episcopal Church is making 
an efifort to do away with the observance of 
Lent. Some clergymen met in Philadelphia 
recently and agreed to recommend the change 
on the ground ^* that the indulgence in worldly 
pleasure before and after Lent is increased 
by way of compensation for enforced absten- 
tion during the season of fasting, and upon 
the other ground that uniform moderation of 
life is the Church's great need, and that this 
may be better secured without Lenten observ- 
ances than with them." 

A Michigan correspondent of the Presby" 
terian tells this good story of a 

SPIRITED CHRISTIAN WOMAN, 

whose indomitable faith saved the church 
at Quiucy, Illinois, in the Presbytery of 
Monroe : " Some years ago— not very many 
— this church had so run down that it was 
considered dead, and presbytery sent a com- 
mittee to disband it. The committee ar- 
rived at Quincy and inquired for the 
church — ^there was none ; for the elders 
— there were none ; for the deacons — ^there 
were none ; for the male members— there 
were none ; for the female members — there 
was but one. They searched her out, and 
told her their business. She fired up, posi- 
tively refused to be disbanded, and gave 
them a piece of her mind, somewhat as 
follows : * This is a pietty piece of business 
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for preBbyteiy. I am ashamed of it. You 
go back aod tell pTesbjteiy I will not be 
disbanded, and that what it should do is to 
send a man here to preach and build up the 
church.' They reasoned and expostidated 
with her, but she was finn, and returned but 
one answer : * I will not be disbanded.' 
Thej returned to presbytery and reported, 
and presbytery had the wisdom to see the 
hand of the Lord in it, and sent a man to 
preach. The results were a blessed revival 
of religion and the reorganization of the 
church. It is now a self-supporting church, 
with a settled pastor, and reports one 
hundred and thirty-three members." 

ECOLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF NEW BNOLAND. 

Dr. H. M. Dexter, editor of the Covgrega- 
tionalist, is finding time for the completion 
of one of the most complete and thorough 
pieces of bibliography ever prepared. It has 
for its subject the early ecclesiastical history of 
New England, and is the fruit of loDg re- 
search, not only in this country, but in Eng- 
land, Holland, etc. Every page as it ap> 
pears in proof is carefully revised for emen- 
dations or additions by learned librarians of 
Boston, Cambridge, Hartford, and the British 
Museum. — New York Lidependent. 

THE EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM IN NEW MEXICO. 

A correspondent of the New York Observer 
writes from Oienequia, describing his travels 
in New Mexico. He says : — 

'' The twilight in that region is short, and 
soon we betook ourselves to sleeping quarters. 
A small, close room, paved and ceiled with 
mud, and furnished with two settees spread 
with heavy blankets, was shown us. After 
brief counsel the landlord was summoned and 
ordered to carry the settees into the open air. 
The clouds had scattered, the cool and fresh 
night wind was coming down from the moun- 
tains, and the stars were shiuing with a clear- 
ness that nothing but an altitude of seven 
thousand feet can give. In five minutes we 
were ready for sleep, but it would not come. 
We were tired enough, and the air was cool 
and warm and fresh enough; but sleep is 
sometimes capricious, not to say unreasonable, 
and even cruel. There we were waiting, 
almost praying, for it by the hour, but not a 
sign of relenting did we get We fell to 
soliloquising and conversing upon the strange 
scenes we were meeting. What a people we 
were among, — ^as foreign to us, as unassimi- 
lated with Americans as if they had been 
bom in Central Turkey! Take that land- 
lord for example, the best-educated man in 
his village of two hundred people ; yet pro- 
bably a printed page cannot be found in his 



house. His house is the best in town, but a 
Yankee family would die in it. . . . 

" Look at the schools. Follow the plans 
down from Cienequia to Santa F^. There may 
be a dozen of them, and there is scarcely a 
school in the whole. There is Plaza Alcalde, the 
shire town of the county ; San Juan, a popu- 
lous Indian pueblo; Santa Clara, a compact 
village, containing the oldest and most im- 
portant church in the region — all of them 
destitute of all school privileges, except in the 
most rudimentary form. The most aidyanced 
school-book to be found in the best-furnished 
stores in the region was a primer. FriendU- 
ness to education is the boast of [Boman] 
Catholics, but how not to impart it to the 
masses is an art that they have diligently 
cultivated and fully mastered. The minds of 
Mexicans are not unsusceptible to instruction. 
On the contrary, not a few, frequently to be 
met with, show great native shrewdness, apt- 
ness to receive ideas, and abundant capacity. 
There is no cause, save in the training of the 
children, why, of all the people in the country, 
they possess the least knowledge, and if as- 
signed their true place, would be put in the 
sixteenth rather than in the nineteenth century. 

" This poverty of schools was the fact that 
prompted our visit to the territory, and the 
special question we came to solve was whether 
the time had not come to plant in Santa F6 
a Christian academy that should lend some 
aid in stemming the tide of ignorance and 
superstition. The American residents of the 
city, represented by the United States officials 
and leading bankers and merchants, welcomed 
our proposition, which was to establish an 
academy after the New England type, to be 
controlled by a self-perpetuating board of 
trustees, and, till the point of self-support 
could be reached, to receive its Principal from 
Colorado College, which has taken strong hold 
of the educational problem in the Bocky 
Mountain region. This proposal was, after 
careful examination, accepted. Articles of 
incorporation were signed and filled ; a Board 
of Trustees, composed of Presbyterians, Con- 
gregationalists. Episcopalians, and Hebrews, 
was elected. Measures to provide a suitable 
building were at once taken, and it was 
stipulated that a competent teacher should be 
soon on the ground. These were the initia- 
tory steps in the establishment of probably 
the first incorporated Protestant institution of 
learning in New Mexico, and it is confronted 
by pressing demands and golden opportunities. 
They who have been chiefiy instrumental in 
projecting it, invoke for it the sympathy and 
prayers of all Christians." 
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THB LATE PRINCESS ALICE. 

Allusion was made to the death of the 
Princess Alice in the churches and chapels 
throughout the metropolis and suburhs, on 
Sunday, the 15th ult. At Westminster 
Abbey, Canon Prothero, in the course of his 
sermon, remarked that, when a child, the sick 
eyer found in the Princess a sympathising 
friend, and at her father's death-bed her life 
might be said to have been consecrated to the 
work of attendance on the suffering. In times 
of peace and equally amid the distractions of 
war, the time and thoughts of the Princess 
Alice were devoted to hospitals and to the 
improvement of the homes of the poor. There 
was not a hospital in London which she had 
not visited for the purpose of carrying home 
to Germany plans calculated to relieve the 
suffering of the sick. It was while engaged 
in the discharge of her duties as a helper of 
those in distress that the fatal disease entered 
her own home, and seized upon every mem- 
ber of her beloved family. A vast congrega- 
tion assembled at the afternoon service at St. 
Paul's Cathedral. Canon Liddon, in the 
course of his sermon, said the people would 
associate themselves with Her Majesty in her 
bereavement by their sympathies and in their 
prayers. They would all pray that the even- 
ing of a life which had been adorned by quali- 
ties which, in the humblest of her subjects, 
would inspire an involuntary reverence, might 
be brightened by those consolations which 
God alone could give. 

RBSIONATION OF THE BISHOP OF DURHAIL 

Deep regret has been excited by the an- 
nouncement that Dr. Baring, Bishop of Dur- 
ham, has decided upon resigning his see. 
His lordship has issued the foUovring circular 
letter to the clergy of the diocese : — 

Auckland Castle, Bishop Auckland, 
December 3, 1878. 
To the Clergy of the Diocete of Durham, 

Reverend and Dear Brethren, — The ail- 
ment which has prevented me for the last 
two months from discharging the more active 
duties of my office having been pronounced 
by the highest surgical authorities to be per- 
manent and incurable, I have to-day placed 
in the hands of his Grace the Archbishop of 
onr Northern Province my resignation of the 
See of Durham, to be presented by him to 
the Queen for her gracious acceptance. 

It is with much regret and pain that I 
6nd myself obliged thus to break my official 



connection with a diocese in 'which I have 
spent so many happy years, formed so many 
valuable friendships, and met with so much 
kindness and support from persons of all 
classes. But the rapid advance during the 
last three months of infirmities which some- 
times accompany old age presses upon me the 
conclusion that the interests of the diocese 
demand that my place should be occupied by 
a younger and more active successor. 

As I am, through God's goodness, possessed 
of some private means, his income will not be 
diminished by the payment of any retiring 
pension to myself; and I feel confident that 
you will receive whomsoever may be chosen 
as the next Bishop of this important see with 
the same kindness which I met from you 
when I came amongst you as a stranger, more 
than seventeen years ago. May God abun- 
dantly bless both him and you ! 

For myself, I need hardly add that the 
welfare of a diocese in which I have spent 
more than one-third of my ministerial course 
must ever retain a place in my heart and in 
my prayers. And I would fain ask of you 
that, now and then, when you approach the 
throne of grace, you would remember your 
former diocesan, and intercede for him, that, 
during the short remainder of his life, he 
may be sustained by grace, mercy, and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ 

Believe me ever to remain. 

Your affectionate brother in Christ, 

C. DUNELIC. 

The Record, after expressing its grief and 
regret at the Bishop's resignation, remarks 
that Ms lordship's late charge explained 
" his clear and tenacious grasp of the simple 
Gospel of Christ. The spiritual good he has 
been permitted to accomplish by his personal 
efforts and by his noble example will not be 
known till that day when the Lord will bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the heart, 
and when every faithful servant of the Lord 
Jesus shall be rewarded, through grace, ac- 
cording to his works. We rejoice to know 
that in influential posts of usefulness, like 
Newcastle, Stockton, Sunderland, Bishopwear- 
mouth, and other parishes, he has appointed 
decided and able ministers of Christ, whose 
crowded churches show how the people at 
large value the plain setting forth of scrip- 
tural truth. The Bishop's liberality in con- 
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tiibations towardu benevolent and religious 
objects is well known in general ; bat the 
clergy and active laymen of the Darham 
diocese have often come across cases where 
the right hand has been ignorant of the left 
hand's performances. We have heard of 
parishes where the greater part or the whole 
of a curate's stipend has been paid by the 
Bishop, when he feared the incumbent would 
be pressed to furnish the means. We have 
hea^, too, of the sons of the poorer clergy 
being sent at his lordship's expense to finish 
their education, with a view to their after- 
wards entering the sacred ministry." 

DAY 07 INTBRCBSSION FOB MISSIONS. 

On St. Andrew's Day there was special ser- 
vice at Westminster Abbey at 10 a.k. (with 
Holy Communion), and sermon by the Dean. 
At 4 p.ic., at the conclusion of the afternoon 
service, ihe usual lecture on missions was 
delivered in the nave by the Very Rev. Prin- 
cipal TuUoch, D.D., Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. He 
referred to the intellectual unbelief among 
the leading thinkers of the present day, and 
then went on to show how the doctrines of 
Christianity were spreading themselves more 
and more widely through the world. The 
Church Missionary Society observed the Tues- 
day following St. Andrew's Day as a day of 
intercession for missions, and there was a 
special service in the morning at St. Dun- 
stan's, Fleet Street. The sermon was preached 
by the Bishop of Huron, and the Holy 
Communion was afterwards administered. 

FOPULAB PREACHING AND PHILANTHROPY. 

The daily press of the British metropolis 
is usually slow to recognize the importance 
of Evangelical movements and the merits of 
Evangelical men. It is, therefore, with the 
more satisfaction that we find an able leading 
article in the Daily Telegraph of the 19 th 
ult., bearing testimony to the value of the 
labours, viewed from a secular stand-point, 
of the mimster of the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 
Among other remarks, there occur the follow- 
ing : " There is a movement on foot for pre- 
senting a testimonial to Mr. C. H. Spurgeon 
on the completion of the twenty-fifth year of 
his pastorate in South London ; and the 
multitudinous friends of the most popular 
Dissenting minister of the day have resolved 
to make the proposed testimonial worthy of 
the occasion. Towards this object there wUl 
be held at the Metropolitan Tabernacle a 
basaar, wich will commence on Tuesday, 
December 31, and be continned during 
several days. If theie be any man alive 
who deserves a splendid tewtimanift]| not only 



from his co-religionists, but from his contem- 
poraries ac large, that man is assuredly Mr. 
Spurgeon. He has, however, it would 
appear, no wish to derive pecuniary benefit 
from the testimonial ; and whatever may be 
the amount— we hope it will be a very large 
one — accruing from the bazaar or from sub- 
scriptions and donations, the whole sum will 
be appropriated to purposes of charity, hav- 
ing especial reference to some almshouses for 
aged women with the foundation of which 
Mr. Spurgeon has been closely associated, 
and for which some six thousand pounds are 
required in order to secure a certain weekly 
allowance for the iivnates. Still, these alms- 
houses form only a portion of the good work 
done by the eloquent minister of the Metro- 
politan Tabernacle. The Pastors' College, 
founded by Mr. Spurgecm, and still directed 
by him, haB trained and sent forth apwarda 
of four hundred young men, many of whom 
are now occupying prominent positions as 
ministers and missionaries of the Baptist 
denomination. In addition to a hundred 
regular students in the College itself, some 
three hundred young men are receiving in- 
struction at the evening classes, and about 
two thousand children are sedulously taught 
in the day and Sunday schools. Then 
Mr. Spurgeon has organized a Colportage 
Association, by who^e agency eighty travel- 
ling chapmen are employed in the dissemi- 
nation of religious literature in the rural 
districts ; while, besides many other benefi- 
cent or educational societies connected with 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, there is the 
Stockwell Orphanage, which harbours two 
hundred and fifty boys under its fostering 
care. Of all these undeHakings, Mr. Spurgeon, 
it must be remembered, has been the mainr 
spring and the constant guide and director ; 
and yet all these, again, form only a part of 
his work. More Uian twenty years have 
elapsed since the publication of the first 
number of the 'New Park Street Pulpit,' 
and ever since Mr. Spurgeon has been a con- 
tinuous and prolific contributor to theological 
literature. His sermons are printed every 
week, and are not only circuliU»d wherever 
the English language is spoken or read, but 
have also been translated into many Conti- 
nental tongues, and even into Asiatic ones. 
Nor have the prod nctions of this indefatigable 
worker been exclusively confined to doctrinal 
subjects. He has done much in miseellaneoos 
literature, and his admirers speak enthosias- 
tioally of a racy little volume of his writing, 
entitled 'John Ploughman's Talk.' Nor 
must bis claims to distinetton as a publio 
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lecturer, equally hmnozouB and instructiye, 
be foTgotten. He lectured long ago on the 
Gk>rilla, and more recently, taking ' Candles * 
for his text, he discoursed in the most charm- 
ing manner on ball's-eye lanterns and Mong 
sizes/ waxen flambeaux and fiarthing rush- 
lights. So much for the pastor of the Metro- 
politan Tabernacle as a philanthropist, an 
educator, an author, and a lecturer. The 
brighest leaf in his chaplet of laurels remains 
yet to be mentioned. Without any preten- 
sions to vast erudition either of a classical or 
a theological nature, and without any spe- 
cial rhetorical accomplishments, Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon is certainly onepf the most naturally 
eloquent, impressiye, and sensible preachers 
of the age. He has kept his hold on his con- 
gregation in New Park Street, and at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, for five-and-twenty 
years, and has throughout that term found 
such acceptance from his prodigious congre- 
gation that to seek a parallel for his prestige 
and his influence we must go back to the 
time of Wesley and Whitefield, or, much 
farther, to the days of good old Hugh Lati- 
mer preaching at Paul's Cross.'' 

^'Fearless honesty, courage, and single- 
mindedness" as a preacher, <' combined with 
nnafiected philanthropy and kindliness of 
heart," are specified by the Telegraph as Mr. 
Spurgeon's special characteristics, and as 
telling the secret of his brilliant and con- 
tinued success. 

THE LATE MBS. TAIT. 

It is our painful duty to record the death 
of Mrs. Tait, wife of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, which took place on the night of the 
lat ult., in Edinburgh, where the Archbishop 
and his family had been staying on a short 
visit to a relative. Very general sympathy 
has been expressed with the Archbishop. 
His only son, the Eev. Crauford Tait, whom 
he lost this summer, full of promise, at 
twenty-nine, is followed to the grave by the 
devoted mother, who nursed him with such 
tender care through the spring, having, it is 
believed, never recovered from the shock of 
that bereavement. During the tragical afflic- 
tion of the deaths of the five children of the 
Archbishop and Mrs. Tait, when at Carlisle 
in 1856, and through the severe illnesses of 
her husband, she nobly sustained him, and 
will be long remembered in Carlisle as well 
as in London. ''The name of Catherine 
Tait," says the Oticardian, " is a household word 
among the charities of the kingdom, and her 
works do follow her.'' 



The Archbishop of Canterbury has con- 



ferred the degree of Bachelor in Divinity 
upon the Eev. Thomas Patrick Hughes, of 
Peshawur, in consideration of his distin- 
guished missionary and literary services, espe- 
cially in translating the Scriptures into 
Push to, the language of the Afghans. 

The Bishop of Bochester has at length 
accepted the resignation of the Bev. Arthur 
Tooth, of the Vicarage of St. James's, 
Hatcham. 

Canon Beadon, Bector of North Stoneham, 
near Southampton, has just entered his 
102nd year. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Thanksgiving 
Fund has been nobly begun. At a meeting 
held on the 3rd ult., at City Boad Chapel, 
various members of the two London districts 
promised £31,248 towards the required 
amount (£200,000). 

The Bev. Dr. Alexander Maclaren, the 
well-known Baptist divine, having completed 
the twentieth year of his ministry in the 
Union Chapel, Manchester, was recently pre- 
sented by his congregation with a testimonial 
of their admiration of his character and work, 
consisting of an address, a cheque for 2,000 
guineas, a handsome timepiece, a type-writer, 
and a gold watch. 

The Bev. Thomas Graves Law, an es- 
teemed and scholarly father of the Brompton 
Oratory, author of the ** Calendar of English 
Martyrs," and other critical works, has se- 
ceded from the Boman Catholic Church. 
His father. Prebendary Law, son of the first 
Lord EUenborough, was among the earlier 
recruits from Tractarianism to the Papal 
communion. 

A laige number of barristers, solicitors, and 
law clerks assembled on the evening of the 
11th ult., at the Mission Hall, adjoining St. 
Qeorge's Church, Bloomsbury, to welcome the 
Lord Chancellor, who had been announced to 
preside at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Lawyers' Prayer Union ; but his lordship 
having been summoned by Her Majesty to 
Windsor, the chair was taken by Mr. 
Bompas, q.g. He was supported by the 
Common Serjeant (Mr. W. T. Charley, M.F.), 
Mr. Bobert Holmes White, and other bar- 
risters and solicitors. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by Mr. Bobert Baxter, Dr. Bobert 
Anderson, the Common Serjeant, Mr. P. 
Vernon Smith (of the Chancery Bar), Mr. 
J. T. CampbeU, solicitor, and others. 

At the last annual meeting of the Cabmen's 
Mission, the report, read by Mr. Jesse Dupee, 
stated that, instead of a Christian cabman 
being a curiosity, there were a thousand of 
them in the streets of London, and about the 
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same number of teetotalers. It appears that 
there are 13,900 cabmen in London, and 
among them are men who have been lawyers, 
clergymen, and doctors, and there is one who 
has a right to the title of "Lord." Mr. S. 
Morley presided; and among the speakers 
was Colonel Sir E. Henderson, who said that 
the cab fares paid in London amounted to 
about £4,000,000 yearly. 

The death is announced of the Rev. J. H. 
La Trobe, Hon. Canon of Carlisle, who was 
Incumbent of St. Thomas's, Kendal, from 
1840 till 1865. Deceased was the son of 
Bishop La Trobe, of the Moravian Church, 
and inherited his love for psalmody. He was 
the author of several works, including '' The 
Music of the Church'' and "Songs for the 
Times." 

The death is announced of the Rev. Cle- 
ment Bailhache, one of the Secretaries of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. The malady 
from which he suffered was cancer of the 
liver — a disease which was induced by the 
I>ersiBtent ardour with which he worked in 
the interest of missions. He was bom in 
Jersey, in 1830 ; after his conversion, he 



dedicated himself to the work of the min 
istry, and in 1851 entered Stepney College. 
He was successively Pastor of South Parade 
Chapel, Leeds ; Beechen Qrove Chapel, Wat- 
ford; and Cross Street, Islington. In 1870 
he became one of the Secretaries of the Bap- 
tish Missionary Society, the duties of which 
he so efficiently filled until his decease. 

We have to record the decease of the Rev. 
J. Wilkins, Pastor of Queen Square Baptist 
Chapel, Brighton. When attending the Con- 
ference of the Evangelical Alliance in New 
York, the year before last, he was offered a 
pastorate, proving as popular in America as 
in his own country. * At the funeral the 
remains were followed to the grave by 
between twenty and thirty ministers, repre- 
senting all shades of opinion ; whilst hun- 
dreds of children from the various Sabbath- 
schools sang hymns in the cemetery, which 
was thronged by the general public. One of 
the hymns was composed by the deceased 
himself for his funeral ; the music also was 
his own. It was composed twenty years 
ago for his burial service. 
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TURRET. 

On their recent visit to this country, as we learn from the Church Missionary Society's 
Intelligencer, the Rev. Dr. N. J. Clark and the Rev. Dr. A. C. Thompson, Secretaries of the 
American Board of Missions, and Dr. E. Bliss, Missionary from Asia Minor, belonging to the 
same Board, were introduced to the committee, and interesting information was given by 
them on the progress of the mission work carried on by the American Board of Missions 
during the last sixty years in Constantinople and Asia Minor. They acknowledged, with 
thankfulness, the faithfulness with which the Church Missionary Society adhered to the prin- 
ciple of non-interference with the fields of other societies, and they informed the committee, 
on behalf of their Board, of their purpose to extend their work to the Moslem population, 
amongst whom they were labouring, so far as the door was opened for it, and expressed 
strongly their opinion of its being both unadvisable and unnecessary that the Church Mis- 
sionary Society should enter upon the same field. 

INDIA. 

All Protestants in India (writes a correspondent of the Weekly Review) have cause for 
thankfulness that the English Church had last year some admirable counteractives sent to 
the Romeward {tendencies that were setting in. I refer to Bishop French, of Lahore, and 
Bishop Titcomb, of Rangoon. Unhappily, however. Bishop Mylne, of Bombay, is an ex- 
treme Ritualist, like Bishop Copleston ; and though Bishop Johnson, the Metropolitan at 
Calcutta, has more sense than both, and less imprudence than either, he is strengthening in 
a cautious way High Church action. In the Punjab, though Bishop French be a thoroughly 
sound man himself, he is hindered by chaplains not like-minded ; and of these his gentle, 
loving nature is too tolerant, whilst their teaching imperils souls. 

A terrible famine prevails in the Valley of Cashmere. In some parts it is believed 

that from one-fourth to one-half of the population have perished. The Punjab Church 

Missionary Committee, having received handsome contributions for the relief of the people, 

have directed two missionaries to buy up grain in the Punjab and hasten with it across the 

mountains into Cashmere. 
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ThennoTement among the heat&en in those parte of TinneTelly worked bj the Pwpa- 
gation Society, which has led so many thousands to place themselyes under Christian 
instruction, has now, we rejoice to say, spread to the Church Missionary Society districts, 
Sonse hundreds ha/e already been received by Bishop Saigent and his native clergy in 
each of three or four districts. In the Paneivilei district alone, 419 families in 26 viUages, 
comprising some 1,500 persons, have come over. — G, M, Gleaner . 

The Bishop of Calcutta, in a recent visitation tour, consecrated a small church which 
has been built at Ehairwarra, among the hills of lUjpootana. Khairwarra is a small 
military station, and around it dwell the Bheels, one of the aboriginal tribes, who were 
driven up to the hills, by the Aryans, a thousand years before Christ. They number about 
three mLHpns ; they have no caste, nor priesthood, and no systematic effort has been ever 
made to evangelise them. They are said to be open-hearted and truth-loving, wheie ^ey 
have not been depraved by contact with the Hindus. It is earnestly desired that the 
beautiful little church now built should form a nucleus of missionary e^ort among the 
Bheels ; and the Bev. «E. H. Bickersteth, Vicar of Christ Church, Hampsiead — whose son- 
in-l&w (adjutant of the regiment sUtioned on the spot) and daughter are taking the lead in 
this good work — asks of the Church of England one of her trained sons, who may minister 
to the officers at the station and also become the first missionary there. '^ He would be," 
writes Mr. Bickersteth, '* if called of God and clothed with the Spirit, the apostle of the 
Bheels." The Bishop writes to Mr. Bickersteth from Khairwarra on September 30 last : 
*' The earnest devotion of your excellent daughter and son-in-law is making itself felt by all 
who are connected with the station, and the natives manifest quite an interest in the buOd- 
ing of the church. I have quite satisfied myself that this place may well be fixed upon as a 
most suitable centre for missionary operations among the Bheels. I venture to hope that 
you will not be deterred from making a bold venture in our Master's name even without 
the support of a society. I am sure that a special mission started in this independent way 
would call forth much sympathy and support ; you would be able yourself to select the man 
for the work, and if he were a true and faithful man, he would soon secure help out here. I 
would most gladly contribute towards the maintenance of the mission, and would do all in 
my power to create an interest in it. I feel that I am taking a liberty in thus asking you 
to cast your bread upon the waters, but I make a resolve that I will never let the work, 
once commenced, die for want of nourishment I find that there are orphan children in the 
place, and I am arranging with your daughter that an orphanage on a small scale should at 
once be started ; this is always a hopeful department of mission work. I seem to feel that 
she may become the foundress of the Church of the Bheels, and her personal devotion 
seems likely to accompUsh more than any society could e£fect. Let me know your feelings 
on this interesting subject, and be assured of my earnest desire to assist you in giving 
expression to them." 

The Rev. J. E. Payne, a missionary recently returned from India to this country, calls at- 
tention to the action of the Government of India with reference to the Lord's-day. He writes : 
** There is an old.Engli8h Act of Parliament, called < An Act for the Better Observance of 
the LordVday,' which has made Sunday a dies n<ni in England for centuries. Much of this 
old Act of Parliament is necessarily obsolete. Its value is that it makes Sunday what 
lawyers call a dies non. As long as this Act of Parliament remains in force, elections, pro- 
ceedings in courts of law, commercial transactions, and so forth, are illegal on a Sunday in 
England; and np to October 1, 1877, this Act of Parliament had effect in India also. But 
in the earlier part of 1877 Loid Lytton's Government, advised by the Hon. Mr. Stokes, the 
Legal Member of the Supreme Council in India, repealed this Act of Parliament, so far as it 
had effect in India; consequently from October 1, 1877, Sunday has ceased to be a dies non 
throughout India. Before I left India in March last, I was present at three meetings of the 
Calcutta Missionary Conference at which this was considered. That conference is composed 
of missionaries of all denominations. There was no difference of opinion as to the im- 
portance of getting the mischievous work of Lord Lytton's Government in this matter of the 
Sunday undone. The conference decided to address the authorities; but before the Gk>> 
vemment will be induced to restore the law in India relating to Sunday to what it was up 
to October 1, 1677, Christian people in England must take the trouble to understand the 
exact nature of this mischievous Indian legislation, and get the subject brought to the front 
in the British Parliament What would people in England say if the law were to be quietly 
altered, so that municipal elections might legally take place, as they do in France, on a Sun- 
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day; ao tbat the courts of justice might, if the judges thought it fit or convenient^ legally 
oonduct their proceedings on Sunday ; so that, in commercial matten and bankings Satozday 
and Monday should cease to differ legally from Sunday t " 

CHINA. 

The Church Missionary Society's periodicals report a most serious outrage, perpetrated 
by the Chinese upon the missionaries and mission property in Fuh-Kien. The personal 
injuries inflicted are slight ; but two of the houses in the mission-compound in the city of 
Fuh-Chow have been destroyed, and much damage done to two others, and the new chapel 
at Eiong-Ning-Fa has been pulled down. 

Eiong-Ning-Fu, a large and important city, 260 miles inland, was occupied in 1875 
by Ling-Sieng-Ling (since ordained) and four helpers ; in a few months they were 
ignominiously expelled after very cruel treatment ; and within the year just dosed the 
occupancy was renewed. Many heard the preaching with great interest, and manifested 
their joy that the mission had been re-established. Reporting the destruction of the 
chapel and the expulsion of the catechist, the Key. J. R. Wolfe now writes : " This was 
done by the same parties who destroyed our chapel here two years ago, and perpetrated such 
barbarous cruelties on our poor people, especially upon the Rev. Mr. Ling and his aasistantSL 
It was done by two of the gentry, with a gang of hired vagabonds. The vagabonda openly 
declared that the mission and catechists did them no harm, but they were paid for what 
they did, and this was all they cared for. On this recent occasion they at first determined 
on putting the catechist to deaUi, and took him away for this purpose ; but they abandoned 
this idea, and placed him in a most shameful way on a boat, and sent him down the river 
towards Fuh-CSiow." 

The head-quarters of the mission are within the city of Fuh-Eien, on an eminence 
known as the U-sioh-sang (or Wu-shih-sang — i.e., Black Stone Hill). Latterly, the premises 
have been occupied by the Rev. R. W. and Mrs. Stewart, the ladies of the Female Educa- 
tion Society, and some of the native helpers and students ; Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Lloyd 
dwelling four miles away in the foreign settlement at Nantai Last year a new building 
was erected in the grounds, to serve as a college for the native students. No sooner 
was it finished than a demand was made by the mandarins that it should be pulled down. 
The British Consul, Mr. Sinclair, having appointed a day for an examination of the Chinese 
complaints, the Prefect of Fuh-Chow and five other mandarins met Mr. Wolfe and an official 
of the Consulate at Mr. Stewart's house. It was while they were together that the attack 
was made ; and Mr. Sinclair himself, arriving some hours afterwards, witnessed the destruc- 
tion of the new building and another one. Mr. Wolfe writes on August 31st : " The mob 
now set fire to the college, and pulled down the old girls' school. The mandarins made 
no effort whatever to disperse the mob all this time. The soldiers prowled about, but 
apparently only really to superintend the destruction of the mission. The work of destruc- 
tion went on all night long, and we imagined every hour they would attack us in Mr. 
Stewart's house." The next morning, at eleven a.il, another attack was made on the house 
of Miss Houston, of the Female Education Society, and the windows were broken. The 
ladies and the school- girls, however, managed to escape by a back door into the street, where 
they were most kindly treated, and conducted in safety to Nantai. 

Another letter from Mr. Wolfe, dated September 23rd, three weeks later than the 
above, says : " Our enemies in the country everywhere have promptly taken up the signal 
of destruction from their brethren in Fuh-Chow, and are threatening our chapels and 
churches, and in some instances we have had warning to leave. Our catechists dare not 
preach publicly, and the private Christians are subjected to the most cruel wrongs and 
persecutions. The most horrible charges are being trumped up against them, and the 
magistrates show them no justice. Their houses are torn down and their goods taken 
away, and, if they complain, they are thrown into prison and beaten with stripes. For 
example, two Christians of Achia have the boldness to confess that they belong to Christ, 
and cannot take part in or support the village idolatry. Their houses are in consequence 
pulled down, their goods taken away, and they are at once charged with the murder of an 
old man who had died a natural death eleven days previously, and with whose death they 
had nothing to do whatever. They have been thrown into prison, and the most cruel treat- 
ment has been inflicted upon them to force them to confess that they are guilty. I fear 
very much that they will be murdered in the prison. . . . Our frienda at home have very 
little idea of the cruelties and wrongs to which our poor weak Christians are exposed." 
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JAPAN. 

By the last steamer from Japan we (N.Y. Christian Union) get the latest statistics 
as to the condition of Chiistianity in that interesting country. There are now in Japan 
106 Protestant missionaries and forty-four organized churches. Of these congregations twelve 
are already wholly self-supporting, and twenty-six partially. There are 1,617 church mem- 
bers (native converts), a large proportion being men, who have contributed in the year 1877 
the sum of $3,552.11. Qradually, a liberal, self-supporting Christian Church is being 
developed in Japan. As helpful to this end, there are now three theological schools, with 
100 students in course of preparation. There are already nine native ordained preachers, 
and ninety- three assistant preachers. In the mission hospitals nearly 18,000 patients were 
treated last year. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

When, last year, disturbances broke out on the Orange Kiver, Qriqualand West, the Bev. 
A. J. Wookey, of the London Missionary Society, was living at Motito, about forty miles 
north of Euruman ; and, with the exception of one European, a trader, with his family 
alone. Startling reports of the most dreadful nature reaching him, he and his family re- 
moved to Euruman, where he found that aU the Europeans had moved to the Moffat In- 
stitute, for mutual protection. After describing the imminent peril in which they were here 
placed, and the painful anxiety they experienced, Mr. Wookey says : " Our active mission 
work has been almost at a standstill. But Euruman mission station is unhurt, and all 
through these trying times it has been a place of refuge for all, both Europeans and natives, who 
have sought protection in it." Mr. Wookey thinks that when the country becomes settled, 
the missionary work will take a firmer hold of the people. 

AMERICA. 

A four days* meeting of the Sioux Indians in connection with the mission of the Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign Missions, was lately held at Yankton Agency, Dakota. There 
were present 227 Indians from abroad, the majority of whom came 200 miles, besides 
nearly as many more Yankton Indians. Most of the time was occupied by the ^* conference 
of Indian workers" in discussing various topics connected with the advancement of the 
Indians, and took quite a wide range. One subject was, " How to honour the marriage 
relation ; " another was " Independence,** or the preservation of the Indian ; but perhaps the 
most interest was taken in the question, " How to promote revivals,'* though a new question 
for the Indians to handle. Persons unacquainted with the Indians and their progress were 
much surprised to see the readiness with which they took part in such discussions, and their 
fluency in speaking. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

Vice- Admiral Prevost, being present at a meeting of the Church Missionary Society, on 
his return from a recent visit to the society's North Pacific Mission, gave interesting infor- 
mation on the progress of the mission since his visit to that coast in May, 1853. He con- 
trasted the condition in which he had foimd the Tsimsheans and other coast tribes on his 
first visit with the condition in which he found them now. He stated that at that time the 
tribes were constantly at war, one with another, and that murders were of frequent occur- 
rence, recalling an occasion when he sailed by a spot where thirty-two had been recently 
murdered and scalped. Now, on the other hand, Indians could go singly, and in small parties, 
into the territories of other tribes without fear of harm ; there was, moreover, a scrupulous ob- 
servance of the Lord's-day among heathen as well as Christian Indians along the coast, work being 
done on that day by Englishmen only ; also a very general desire to be instructed in the 
Gospel ; and all these happy results he traced mainly to the influence exerted by Mr. Duncan, 
and his settlement of 800 Indians at Metlakatla. He gave an interesting account of the 
warm welcome he had received at Metlakatla, he and his party being carried in a canoe on 
men's shoulders to the landing-place, the tide being out. He was greatly impressed with the 
signs of progress, material and spiritual, displayed on every side at Metlakatla. He stated, 
moreover, that there were evidences of the Indian population being on the increase. He re- 
ferred to the power that Satan still had over many of the older men, even though he believed 
them to be true ChristiaDs, which ought not to surprise those who knew what they once had 
been, living under the influence of the most fiendish and abominable superstitions. He re- 
nuirked further, in answer to a direct question on the subject, that, having seen native Chris- 
tians in connection with many missions, and having now spent a month with these Tsimshean 
Chriatiansy going in and out among them, he had no hesitation in expressing his conviction 
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that no more nmple and truthful Christianity would be found anywhere than was exhibited 
in their daily life. He bore hia warm testimony to the davotednetB and efficiency of the 
society's missionaries associated with Mr. Duncan in the Tsimshean nuasion. 

LABRADOB. 

At the usual autumnal meetiug of the Moravian Society for the Furtherance of the 
Gospel, particulars were given of the one hxmdred and ninth annual voyage to Labrador of 
the Harmony missionary ship. Feelings of gratitude were specially stizred by the fact 
that, whereas the outward voyage had been marked by almost continuous pleasant weather, 
the return home was distinguished by an unusual series of violent storms, which on more 
than one occasion placed the vessel and all on board in considerable danger. Coming up 
channel, the weather was terrific, and the sturdy little vessel was blown out of her course, and 
across the Goodwin Sands towards the coast of Belgium, whence, after the gale had abated, she 
was able to make her way to the mouth of the Thames, and finally to her usual berth in the 
West India Docks. Two missionaries, two missionaries' wives, and six children of missionaiiea, 
were passengers on the home voyage. Of the spiritual condition of the work the accounts, as 
usual, vary not a little. The tendency to sensuality, and especially the increased indulgence 
in strong drink, are very distressing and discouraging features in some of the reports, and 
^ we cannot but share in the apprehensions expressed by some brethren," says the editor of 
the Periodical Accounts, *<of the probably baneful results likely to attend the rapidly- 
increasing numbers of fishing vessels which visit the coast during the summer. But bright 
spots are truly not wanting in the picture, and the eye of faith can find between the lines 
here and there cheering indications of life from above, which the diffident labourer in the 
vineyard scarcely ventures to put into words." The state of health in the nusaion families, 
and especially among the natives, appears to have been exceptionally good, in spite of the 
serious privations to which many were exposed. Yery warm thanks are expressed to many 
Mends in Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany, and elsewhere, for valuable presents of 
clothing, etc, which have again been received, and warmly welcomed, as cheering indicationa 
of continued loving interest on the part of friends at home. 

Mr. E. J. Peck was sent out by the Church Missionary Society, as a missionary, to the 
Esquimaux, at Whale Eiver, in 1876. The Church Missionary Oleaner gives an interesting 
account of Mr. Peck's ordination, last year, by Bishop Horden, at Moose Factory. '* No 
people I have ever known or heard of," eaid the Bishop in the course of hia sermon, referring 
to tiie Esquimaux, *' seem more ready to receive the Gospel than they, more ready to honour 
the bearer of glad tidings, or to lend him all possible assistance, so as to render his life among 
them as free from care as circumstances will permit*' An iron church had arrived, and was 
about to be erected for Mr. Peck's use. 

A contemporary announces that in Bishop Horden's diocese of Moosonee every single 
Indian and tribe has been Christianized, save only one Esquimaux tribe, and they are be^ 
gathered in. 
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MoNKB AND NuNB IN FRANCE. — A retum 
has lately been made to the Government of 
France of the religious corporations and com- 
munities now existing in that country. Of 
these there are two classes, authorized and 
unauthorized ; the latter being only tolerated, 
and liable at any time to suppression on the 
ground taken with the late Socialist Congress 
of workmen, that they are assemblies of more 
than twenty persons who meet together with- 
out previous permission of the authorities. 
These unauthorized bodies number nearly 
1,000, with about 21,000 members, only 
one-third of whom are men. About 100 
of these establishments have been formed 
nice the Franeo^Qommn War. Oonspiouona 



among them is the order of the Jesuits, which 
possesses fifty-seven establishments in France, 
with 1,487 avowed members. The authorized 
bodies are still more largely made up of the 
female sex, there being the immense dispro- 
portion of 93,000 women vo 2,600 men, 
besides 16,741 female nr embers of diocesan 
and other religious communities. The num- 
ber of public or communal schools taught 
by members of religious associations of men 
legally authorized, is stated at 2,328, and of 
private schools at 768. Women, under 
similar circumstances, teach in 13,951 public 
and 6,527 private schools. 

The Chbisohona Mibmon. — ^The last an- 
nual report of the Cfaristiaa Pilgxima' Mission 
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states tliat the Miasionaxy Tiaming College of 
St. Chriflchona, near Basle, has for the last 
thirty years been open to receiye yonng men, 
chiefly of the labouring classes, who desire to 
devote themselves to mission work^ at home 
and abroad. The number of students at the 
beginning of 1877 was fifty-five. These are 
divided into four classes. Daring their course 
of training, which comprises a term of four 
years, the students are instructed in many 
branches of useful knowledge. The chief 
Btody is the Bible, which is expounded ex- 
egetically, and considerable portions of which 
are committed to memory. Systematic theo- 
logy, Christian ethics, Church history, and a 
fhozough knowledge of their own language 
are considered essential to fit them for their 
future work. One of the distinctive features 
of the institution is the blending of manual 
labour with study. For some hours of each 
day (in the winter the older classes have only 
one hour's work) the students lay aside their 
books and studies and set to work in thorough 
earnest to help in the outward requirements 
of the house and farm. Thus shoemakers, 
tailors, joiners, wheelwrights, smiths, bakers, 
etc., each find ample employment, and the 
farm and agricultural pursuits engage the 
help of such as have learnt no trade. The 
students are chiefly Swiss and German, but 
there are also a number of foreigners. Thus 
at present there is a young Syrian from 
Sy(^em, and a youth whose father is a mis- 
sionary in Abyssinia, but whose mother is a 
Galla, and whose complexion at once denotes 
the land of his birth. Besides these, there 
have lately been admitted four Bosnian young 
men, to be trained as evangelists for their 
own unhappy land. The missionary efforts 
commence in the institution itself. On the 
Lord's-day the students leave their quiet 
mountain-home in order to hold meetings in 
neighbouring villages and small towns. The 
spheres of labour to which the students are 
called on leaving the institution are manifold. 
Some nine years ago the committee of the 
Pilgrims' Mission commenced a work of evan- 
gelization in Switzerland, Wiirtemberg, and 
Austria, and some of the ablest young men 
have since been employed in this service. 
The greater number of students are working 
in connection with other societies. Thus the 
Bible Society employs a number as Bible- 
readers in Austria and the adjacent lands. 
A goodly band are pastors in America. They 
are chiefly pioneers, and generally have charge 
of the school as well as of the church. Many 
are labouring as evangeUsts, city missionaries, 
teacherSy etc. The Syrian Orphanage at Jeru- 



salem continues its work of rescue for the 
ignorant children of Palestine. It affords a 
pleasant home to some seventy or eighty 
little ones, who are not only cared for and 
instructed in elementary knowledge, but who^ 
as they grow older, are taught useful trades. 

The Old Catholigs. — ^According to the 
Mue Freie Presses since the position of the ' 
Old Catholics in Austria has been settled, the 
number of their adherents has very much in* 
creased. It announces the adhesion of 114 
families in Vienna. In Switzerland, too, the 
cause is growing. Bishop Herzog reports 
that in the city of Berne he has last year had 
twice as many baptisms as he had three years 
prior, and it is estimated that there are now 
60,000 Old Catholics in the little Republic 
But this growing prosperity is in one sense a 
source of danger. It is attracting the notice 
of Home, and is exciting it to special exertions 
to counteract the spread of the revolt against 
its supremacy. A correspondent at Lausanne 
writes to the Times: " The Vatican has become 
alarmed at this state of things^ Leo xiii. has 
recently openly declared that he can never 
admit the principle of popular election, but it 
is quite evident that a very different tnat 
d^ordre has secretly gone forth from the 
Vatican. The Papal Roman Catholics are on 
all sides applying to be put upon the Church 
electoral lists ; and the dispossessed cleigy are 
coming forward as candidates, in spite of the 
*Bull' which declares all who do so to be 
'thieves and robbers, and no true membeig 
of Christ's fold.' It is a difficult crisis for 
Bishop Herzog and the new Church. It is 
piobable that in the Canton of Berne, of 
thirty-one parishes now in the possession of 
the Old Catholics, no fewer than twenty-four 
or twenty-five will pass into the hands of 
their Papal opponents. In his struggle with 
Ultramontanism I am sure Bishop Herzog 
will have the heartfelt sympathies of thou- 
sands of Englishmen." 

Massacre of Protestants in thb Bb- 
FUBUG OF Mbzico. — ^A French paper con- 
tains an account of a terrible massacre, the 
victims of which were a large number of Pro> 
teetants in the little town of Atzala, in the 
State of Puebla. The re-election of a Pro- 
testant, Signer Trinidad Certes, as Alcade of 
Atzala, was the provocation for this crime. A 
mob of fanatics had gathered around the resi- 
dence of M. Sosa, but were dispersed, and the 
greater number imprisoned ; upon which the 
Roman Catholics took up arms, released the 
prisoners, and gave themselves up to an in- 
discriminate massacre of the Protestants. More 
than two hundred armed men made for the 
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Town HaU, crying out, « Vive la Religion ! '* 
''Death to the Protestants!" The Alcade 
and the Mnnicipal Councillors were the first 
victims, and their corpses were torn into a 
thousand pieces. The assassins then divided 
themselves into several bands, and broke into 
the houses of the Protestants and massacred 
all who were unable to escape. Their church 
was pillaged, the Bibles and furniture burnt, 
and then, when this work of carnage and 
destruction was concluded, the murderers 
quietly returned to their homes. Several 
Protestants were led away as prisoners to the 
surrounding mountain farms. This is not 
the first time that similar atrocities have been 
witnessed in the State of Puebla. Not a year 
passes without some murder being committed 
in the name of religion. 

Xavibb's Bbmains. — A correspondent of 
the New York Observer, in Southern India, 
writes: " The body of Francis Xavier, which 
was brought from Sancian to Goa, one hun- 
dred miles south of this, several hundred years 
ago, and enshrined in a marble tomb, is to be 
exposed, by consent of the Pope, about the 
end of next December. It is said to be in a 
remarkable state of preservation ; hence Ro- 
manists in these parts (and, I suppose, in 
Europe) believe it to be miraculously pre- 
served from corruption. Of course, it must 
have been embalmed and then put in its air- 
tight coffin. It was offered to view in 1859, 
and in a * Life of Xavier ' I have seen adver- 
tised, particulars of the ' miracles wrought at 
the tomb on the occasion of the exposition of 
his body in 1859 are given.*" We learn, 
from other sources, that the saint's body was 
exhibited in the cathedral at Qoa during part 
of last month. 

The Pitcaibn Islandbrs. — Rear-Admiral 
De Horsey has recently paid a visit in h.m.s. 
Shah to Pitcaim Island. The population 
at present numbers ninety of all ages, forty- 
one males and forty-nine females. No 
contagious diseases exist in the island, and 
there have only been twelve deaths during 
the last nineteen years. Divine service is 
held twice every Sunday in the house built 
for that purpose by John Adams. A Bible- 
class is held every Wednesday, when all 
who conveniently can, attend. There is also 
a general meeting for prayer on the first 
Friday in every month. Family prayers are 
said in every house. Captain Beechy, 
writing fifty-three years ago, said: "These 
excellent people appear to live together in 
perfect harmony and contentment ; to be 
virtuous, religious, cheerful, and hospitable ; 
to be patterns of conjugal and parental 



affection, and to have very few vices.*' 
« These words," says the Admiral, " hold true 
this day, the children having followed in the 
footsteps of their parents. No alcoholic 
drinks, except for medical purposes, are 
used, and a drunkard is unknown. They 
are a religious, happy, and contented people." 

A Mibsionart'b Description of thb 
Ameer of Cabul.— The Rev. T. P. Hughes, 
missionary from Afghanistan, speaking at 
the annual meeting of the Chester Associa- 
tion of the Church Missionary Society, said 
that he knew the Ameer of Cabul, who 
could neither read ncr write. He argued in 
this way : " What is the use of reading and 
writing when you can get hundreds of people 
to do it for you ? " The Ameer was, how- 
ever, excellently well versed in historical 
matters, obtained from the clever men of the 
country, whom the Ameer, like other Ori- 
entals, collected about him. He was a 
thorough good soldier. There was no doubt, 
however, that he was a man of great cruelty. 
He said that because he had read his (the 
Ameer's) letters, and because some people 
thought he was a very meek and mild man, 
and badly abused, and ought to be pitied. 
He must, however, tell them that the Ameer 
was quite the contrary. When the Ameer got 
iuto power, after civil war, there were three 
persons to whom he was indebted for it. One 
was his brother, the other his nephew, and 
the third his son, Yakoob Khan, an exceed- 
ingly nice young fellow, who had learned 
English unassisted. The Ameer strangled 
his brother, his nephew he sent to Lahore, 
where he died in prison, and his son had 
now been imprisoned six years in Cabul, and 
it was rumoured that he had lost his reason. 
Mr. Hughes said that the Ameer was not a 
particularly interesting man to discuss, and 
those who knew him personally knew him to 
be a barbarian. 

CoLFORTAaE IN AFGHANISTAN. — ^Tho Na- 
tional Bible Society of Scotland have resolved 
to authorize the employment of one or more 
colporteurs among the troops, British and 
native, engaged in the Afghan campaign. 

The Centenary of Robert Raikeb, who 
is generally regarded as the founder of Sun- 
day-schools, will be celebrated in 1880. It 
is proposed to raise a sum of £55,000 as a 
*• Sunday-school Centenary Fund," to be de- 
voted towards the permanent benefit of Sun- 
day-schools. 

Me. Henrt Yarlet — who left London 
nearly two years ago on a preaching tour 
round the world, and has been for some 
months past gathering very large congrega- 
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tionB throughoat South Atutralia — Shaving i future labours. A tabernacle is to be erected 
been urged to remain in that colony, has con- for him capable of accommodating upwards of 
sented to make Melbourne the scene of his | 5,000 persons. 
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An Examination of the Doctrinea of OondUiona^ 
ImmortaUty and Univeraalism. By John 
BoBiNSON Gbbooby. London : Wesleyan 
Conference Office. 
A REFBiNT of a series of articles contributed by 
the author to the WesUyan Methodigt Magazine. 
He tells us that he lets his book " go forth to 
the furious battle-field of polemic eschatology 
with much misgiving — ^not as to the doctrine it 
defends, but as to the merits of the defence." 
Candid readers of Mr. Gregory's pages will be 
disposed to estimate the value of his work 
higher, probably, than he himself does. So far 
as we have observed, he shuns no antagonist, 
and he evades no difficulty. The latest phases 
of the controversy are here treated with a point, 
a plainness, and a force which cannot fail to com- 
mend the author's arguments to many thonght- 
fnl minds. 

Olimpaes of India and qf Mission Life. By Mrs. 
HuTCHBON. London: Wealeyan Conference 
Office. 

Thb wife of the Bev. John Hnteheon became a 
resident in Southern India soon after the termi- 
nation of the Mutiny, some nineteen years ago. 
Hard and practical mission work was for many 
years the joy and inspiration of her life. She 
here gives the results of her long observation 
and experience in a series of interesting sketches. 
These include notices of the natural features of 
the country; the manners, habite, and customs 
of the people ; much that relates to the sway of 
heathenism over the domestic and social life of 
the people ; and the efforte made for their eleva- 
tion by Christian workers. The book is taste- 
fully got up, and is suitable for a present. 

Daniel Quorm and His Religious Notions. By 
Mabk Got Pbabsb.' Second Series. London : 
Wesleyan Conference Office. 

The hero of this book is a Wesleyan class-leader 
in a Cornish village. Shrewdness and good 
sense, religious earnestness and ardent devotion, 
with thai kindliness of nature in dealing with 
others which belongs to a man living in the 
oonscions enjoyment of the divine favour, are 
all equally conspicuous in the sayings and doings 
of Daniel Quorm. He is doubtless the type of 
many more whose bright example and active 
exertions for the spiritaal good of their, fellow- 
men have been crowned with the richest blessing 
from on high. Daniel here disoonrses, in the 
nmgh Cornish dialect, with a mingled wisdom 



and piety, not unmixed with gleams of humour, 
which not only engage our attention, but which 
always secure our respect* and often command 
our admiration. 

The Four Gardens : a Solemn Imagery, London : 

Mliot Stock. 

Thb Gardens of Eden and Gethsemane, that of 
Christ's burial and resurrection, and the garden 
of the Paradise of GUni, — these have suggested 
the title of an epic poem of considerable length, 
in whioh the author has evidenUy endeavoured 
to follow the teaching of Scripture as closely as 
the plan of bis composition allowed. That plan 
was certainly an ambitious one. He had read 
Milton's gt*eat poem, and was dissatisfied with 
it "He came to the conclusion that Milton 
had left a more than ordinarily wide margin on 
which to build another poem : a Paradise Lost 
not Milton's." The writer thus challenges a 
comparison between, his own composition and the 
greatest poem in the English language. Crediting 
him with the best possible intentions, thorough 
knowledge of his subject, and certain imagi- 
native power, he has yet failed of success. If 
the supposed ** margin " left by Milton has been 
in any sense covered by ** The Four Gardens,*' it 
has certainly not been filled by kindred genius 
or ability. 

The Minister's Pocket Diary and VisUing Book: 
1879. London : . Hodder and Stoughton. 

Besidbs the usual diary and other features in 
former editions of *' The Minister's Pocket- 
Book," this year's issue presents several addi- 
tions to ito contents, which must render it more 
useful than ever. Compact and complete, it will 
be widely used as it becomes increasingly known. 

/* Choral Sendee Prayer t By the Rev. E. 

Stnob T. Daunt, m.a. London : W. Hunt 

and Co. 
In answering his own inquiry, whether choral 
service is prayer, Mr. Daunt manifesto an earnest 
concern for the spirituality of public worship 
with which the tendencies of large numbers of 
clergy and laity, especially among the juniors of 
both classes, present a most lamentable contrast 
What he has here written is well calculate 1 to 
suggest reflection as to how many persons may 
be mistaking the gratification of their own 
refined tastes for conununion with Him who, to 
be worshipped aright, must be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth. 
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ANNUAL WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PEAYER, 

JANUARY 6—12, 1879. 

The follo¥mig arrangements have been made in London : — 

Webt-end. 

Meetings will be held daily in Lanqhah Hall, 43, Great Pobtland Stbbet, Oxvobd 
GiBinPB,' commencing at TvmUm o^ clock, 

MoiTDAY, January 6. — Fraice, — Praise to - God for His longHraffezIng kindnen and 
merejs for the goodnesa of His providence ; and especially for salvation in Jebus Christ, and. 
for the blessings enjoyed under the present dispensation of the Holy Ghost. Thankqgmiig 
for the cessation of war and the peaceful settlement of European questions; also for the 
Divine blessing which has attended the international meetings and services held in the Salle 
Evang^que^ the distribution of the Holy Scriptures, and other Christian work during the 
Universal Exhibition in Paris. Confession of unbelief and unfruitfulness. Ps. czviL; 
Ps. evil. 33—43; Rom. xi. 33 — 36; Acts ii. 14—21; Ps. xlvi. 6—11; Dan. ix. 3— 10* 
Chairman : The Hon. Sir Robert Lush. Address by the Rev. H. W. Wbbb-Psplob, ila., . 
Vicar of St. Paul's, Onslow Square. 

Tuesday, January 7. — Prayer, — For the power of the Holy Spirit to rest upon and 
operate in the Church of God everywhere, so that the disciples may be led into all the truth ; 
that errors in doctrine, and corruption of scriptural worship, may be stayed; that faith and 
hope, brotherly kindness and charity, may be increased ; and that the general tone <^ 
spiritual life may be elevated in communion with the Lord. Intercession for believers who 
are afflicted. John xviii. 36 — 38; John xvi. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 1 — 6; Rom. xii. 9 — 18; 
Eph. i. 15 — 23 ; Ps. xxxiv. 17 — 19. Chairman : Henry Wbioht, Esq., j.p. Address by 
the Rev. J. H. Rigg, d.d., President of the Weeleyan Conference. 

Wednesday, January 8. — Prayer, — For the energetic operation of the Holy Spirit in the 
world at large, convincing men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ; and bringing thoae 
who are merely nominal Christians under the quickening and transforming power of the 
Truth. Prayer also for Christian families; for the training of the young in the fear of 
the Lord ; that they may be kept from error and evil, especially that the grace of Grod may 
be upon them. John xvi. 7 — 14; Gen. xviii. 17 — 19; Col. iii. 16 — 24; Prov. xxii. 6;- 
1 Chron. iv. 9, 10. Chairman: R. C. L. Bevan, Esq. Address by the Rev. Donald 
Fbaseb, D.D., Minister of Marylebone Presbyterian Church. 

Thursday, January 9. — Prayer, — For the eflfusion of the Holy Ghost "upon all flesh ;*^ 
for the continuance of peace ; for the establishment of righteous government; for the spread of 
enlightenment, good- will, and the love of justice among all nations, and for their conversion 
to Christ; for the removal of intemperance and other social evils; special prayer for the 
nation, its Sovereign, and all in authority. Isa. xi. 1 — 10; Prov. xiv. 14 — 27; Isa. Ixi; 
Gal. V. 19 — 26; 1 Tim. iL 1 — 4. Chairman: Donald Matheson, Esq. Address by the 
Rev. James A. Sturgeon, Co- Pastor Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

Friday, January 10. — Prayer, — For the blessing of the Spirit of God to accompany 
evangelistic and missionary labours, and render them fruitful to Christ ; for the turning of 
all Israel to the Lord ; for the growth and stability of the young churches gathered from 
heathen communities ; for the revival of Bible Christianity in Eastern lands ; for the 
preaching of the Gospel among all nations ; and for '^ cheerful giving " on the part of those 
who go not themselves to this woik. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20 ; Rom. xi. 26; Acts xi. 19 — 30 ; 
Matt. zxiv. 14 ; Phil. iv. 10 — 19. Chairman: George Williams, Esq. Address by the 
£ev. Henry Simon, Minister of Westminster Chapel. 

Saturday, January 11. — Prayer, — For those who preside over the churches of the 
saints, and for all who are called to preach and to teach ; for the due observance of tlie 
Lord'a-day ; for the wise guidance of biblical translators and critics ; for successful resist- 
ance to secularism and infidelity ; and for the Divine blessing to accompany and follow the 
General Conference of Christians of various nations to be held this year in Switzerland. 
Eph. vi 18, 19; lea. Iviii 13, 14; 2 Tim. ii. 15—19. Chairman: C^tainthe Hon. 
F. Maude, rj7. Addreaa by the Bev« John Bichardson, jla., Yioar of Camden Chuid^^ 
CamberweU. 



Jiavuy 1« 18781] 



EVANGBLIGAL CHR18TS2n)OH. 



2a. 



The City Mebtingb 
will ie held daily in the Centeiuny Hall, Bishopsgate Street, from one to two o'clock. 
Short addieaaes will he deliveied at each meeting. 



Ministers of the Qospel and ChiistianB generally axe earnestly incited to be pxesent, 
and to mako these meetings known to their coogregations and friends. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ORGANIZATION. 
CONVERSAZIONE AT THE NATIONAL CLUB. 



Special cirenmstances haying rendered it 
extremely difiScult this year to convene a 
Conference out of London, and the nsaal 
Conversasione haying been omitted in May 
last, the Council arranged for a meeting of 
members and others q)i Noyember 28, to 
afford the opportunity of giving a report of 
the transactions of the year. 

The Committee of the National Club kindly 
granted the use of their rooms for the Con- 
versazione and Conference. Notwithstanding 
nn£svonrable weather, there was a large at- 
tendance. 

After tea and coffee had been served, the 
chair was taken by the President, Sir Harry 
Yemey, Bart. ; and among those present were 
the Right Rev. the Bishop of Huron. Rev. 
Dr. Sawyer and the Rev. E. Q. Porter (from 
the United States), the Rev. Dr. Bliss (of 
Constantinople), Pasteur Vamier (of Sicily)> 
the Rev. Newman Hall, Rev. Dr. Blackwood, 
Rev. Sir T. M. Lu^hington Til son, Bart., Rev. 
J. Du Pontet de la Harpe, Rev. Henry Smith 
(of St. Albans), Rev. J. S. Russell, Rev. Dr. 
Fisher, Rev. John Collins, Rev. Joseph Har- 
greaves. Rev. D. A. Herschell, Rev. Dr. 
Kessen, Rev. Dr. Willis, Rev. Dr. Trail, Rev. I 
Thomas Penrose, Rev. John Hartley, Rev. J. 
Y. Mummery, Rev. Thomas Champness, Rev. 
Robert Johnston, Rev. W. K. Rowe, Rev. 
Henry Jones, General Sir Colin Mackenzie, 
Captain the Hon. F. Maude, Major Malan, 
Sir Francis Lycett, Colonel Bruce, Sir John 
Coode, Messrs. R. C. L. Bevan, W. Tolle- 
mache, T. R. Andrews, John Finch, Donald 
Matheson, M. H. Hodder, Lockhart Gordon, 
Robert Johnston, James Lord, J. F. For- 
tesene, etc. 

A portion of Scripture was read by the 
Rev. W. Allan, and the Rev. J. S. Russell 
offered prayer for the divine blessing to rest 
upon the proceedings. 

The Chairman, referring to the great work 
undertaken by the Alliance in connection 
with the Paris Exhibition, said : More than 
anything that has taken place for several 
years past, it united in sympathy the friends 
of Evangelical Protestantism from all parts 
of Europe, and, indeed, of the world. At the 
time* of the first Pentecost men ^m all coun- 



tries are described as coming together to hear 
the preaching of the Word; but the divisions 
of our modem world have separated rather 
than united different nationalities. And it 
was a great point, when the Exhibition 'had 
collected such an enormous concourse from 
the ends of the earth, for the Alliance to 
seize the occasion to show that there was a 
deeper, holier union amongst men than that 
brought about by trade, politics, or social 
intercourse. The numbers who attended the 
religious services and meetings in the Salle 
at the Trocadero were very large — upwards 
of 100,000 persons; and though many came 
from mere curiosity, yet, amongst so great and 
continuous a stream of human beings, we may 
hope that some carried away thoughts on re- 
ligious subjects which may help on the great 
cause of truth for which we all are trying 
to do our best The aspect of affairs at this 
moment is so serious, both on our Indian 
frontier and in all parts of the Turkish em- 
pire, that it may possibly bring a general war. 
It is peculiarly necessary at such a time to 
attempt to draw closer any of the bonds which 
unite us to foreign nationalities. If widely 
carried out, and on the broadest basis, a true 
Evangelical Alliance all over the world might 
assist greatly the maintenance of peace. 

REPORT. 

Mr. A. J. Arnold then gave a brief resumS 
of the proceedings of the Council during the 
year, from which it appeared that there had 
been a larger accession of enrolled members 
than in any previous year — some 300 per- 
sons having been admitted by the London 
Council alone. Reference was also made to 
the numerous meetings held in various parts 
of the country, affording opportunities for ex- 
plaining the principles and operations of the 
Alliance. The efforts of the Council in the 
cause of religious liberty had been followed 
by the divine blessing. In Upper Egypt the 
cases of religious intolerance had been for 
the most part redressed ; fall religious liberty 
had been granted to the Protestants of Motiah 
and Osiout, and a plot of ground had been 
given by the Khedive to the Protestants of 
Koos, for the erection of a church. The case 
of the Lutheran pastors in Hease-Daimstadt 
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had received the attention of the Council for 
some time past, and it was hoped that the new 
law of secession from the Established Church 
would enable the remonstiant pastors to exercise 
their ministerial functions as Lutherans. It 
was gratifying to know that since the recent 
visit to Darmstadt of the esteemed Honorary 
Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, a fine of 
200 marks levied about two years ago 
on Pastor Kraus had been repaid to him 
by the Grand Ducal Government The case 
of the Eev. G. S. Ben-Oliel, in Spain, was 
next referred to, and it was stated that though 
he had been released from prison after a 
month's confinement, yet he had to meet the 
expenses of his legal defence, which were very 
heavy. The Council of the Alliance had pro- 
mised to assist Mr. Ben-Oliel in this matter. 

The Rev. William Arthur was announced 
to give a report of the recent Paris work of 
the Alliance, but illness prevented his doing 
so, and Mr. Arnold read extracts from the 
detailed report of the proceedings. 

John Finch, Eeq. (Treasurer), expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to state that notwith- 
standing the additional revenue which had to 
be raised in order to meet the expenses in- 
curred in connection with the work at the 
Paris Exhibition, the ordinary expenditure 
had been met, and a email balance remained 
in hand. 

THE AKNUAL ADDRESS. 

The Rev. A. M. W. Christopher then de- 
livered the Annual Address. He said: There 
are evils at this time exercising a ruinous 
influence on many around us which all true 
believers in Christ should meet as one man to 
oppose. Many things which divide Christians 
are but small matters when compared with 
the awful effects of the opposition of unbelief 
to the Gospel of Christ. He believed that 
what was most needed in order to check the 
increase of practical infidelity was an increased 
number of living evidences of Christianity — 
of Christians full of the fiuits of the Spirit ; 
Christians full of love, joy, and peace, full 
of long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, . faith, 
meekness, temperance. This indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in great power could only be 
enjoyed by those who were in union with 
Christ by faith. In proceeding, the speaker 
said the Evangelical Alliance kept this great 
truth before the minds of many Christians, 
and so did much to promote obedience to 
our Lord's new commandment It is need- 
ful that Christians should know each other 
in order that they may greatly love each 
other. The Evangelical Alliance brings them 
together for prayer and praise and works of 



faith in which they can unite. Such inter- 
course, such union and co-operation, are used 
by the Holy Spirit to promote love. ** When 
I was in Calcutta as a layman," said Mr. 
Christopher, " during the years 1844 to 1849, 
I heard much of our dear lamented brother 
Dr. Duff's great zeal and eloquence and mis- 
sionary ability, but I did not love him until 
I knew him. How great a loss it would 
have been not to have known our dear, de- 
parted brother, one of the most devoted, use- 
ful, and eloquent of modem miBsionaries, of 
whose recent removal to his Mastei^s presence 
we have made mention at this meeting ! Tet 
it was through the principles advocated by 
the Evangelical Alliance iheX I became ac- 
quainted with Dr. Dnfi^ When, in 1848» I 
was standing in the study at Serampore in. 
which Dr. Carey translated the Bible into 
several languages, surrounded by a world 
which scoffed at missions and missionariea, 
how little one thought of his Baptist opinions, 
and how much of the work of God in him 
and by him ! " The speaker cherished the con- 
viction that, whatever might be said of the 
increase of infidelity and Romanism and 
Ritualism, there cannot be any doubt that we 
have a greater number of true-hearted be- 
lievers working for Christ than formerly. 
However great, for example, might be the 
difficulties of Oxford, however strong the in- 
fluence of Ritualism and Rationalism, he did 
not doubt that there are more true Chrift- 
tians there than ever both in the city and in 
the University ; and the same was certainly 
true of Cambridge. He believed it could be 
clearly seen that God had richly blessed the 
societies which act in harmony with the 
principles of the Alliance. He did not doubt 
that one reason why Gk>d had so greatly 
blessed the Church Missionary Society was 
because it had ever consistently acted on one 
of its fundamental rules which requires bro- 
therly intercourse to be maintained by its 
missionaries with those of other Protestant 
societies. He said he had great reason to be 
thankful that the Annual Conference was 
held last year at Oxford. Its success was 
very much due to the fact that God had put 
it into the heart of Sir Harry Yemey to do 
all he could from his position of great in- 
flHence to promote its vigorous working. The 
most interesting feature, then, as it would be 
this day, was the presence of so many dear 
brethren from the Continent of Europe 
and America — ^brethren whom they would 
have never known but for the Evangelical 
Alliance. In conclusion, he said one of the 
greatest obstacles of the present time to the 
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union of Lrethren of different denominations 
with those of the Established Church is the 
ohjection made by some Nonconformist bre- 
thren to the simple necessary explanations of 
the teaching of the Bible to the children in 
Board schools. Would it not be possible, he 
asked, for the Council of the Alliance to use 
their great influence with Christians of all 
denominations in this country to settle some 
syllabus of scriptural instruction within the 
limits of which explanations and teaching 
might be given in Board schools? If God 
should make use of the Evangelical Alliance 
in this direction, hundreds of thousands of 
the future men and women of England will 
bless God for the institution in connection 
with which they were assembled that day 

THE PRACTICAL RESOLUTIONS. 

The Rev. Dr. Jobson said that as the time 
was limited, they would take the resolutions as 
read. These resolutions are ordered to be 
read and enforced at each Annual Confer- 
ence. With regard to the first, giving 
counsel against wrath and bitterness in the 
use of the press^ etc, he thought they might 
congratulate themselves that they had not so 
much of these as they had thirty years ago. 
He did not know how it might be with 
others, but, so far as his own personal know- 
ledge went, there was not the wrath and 
bitterness of former times. It had been his 
privilege to worship among Christians iu all 
parts of the world, and he had never experi- 
enced any difficulty. Clergymen had taken 
him into their houses, and Nonconformists 
had done the same. Of course they had 
their differences, as all who claimed the right 
to read the Word of God for themselves 
would have ; but these differences were not 
only allowed, but freely made known. Some- 
times there was a plea put in for liberty of 
thought, but the real liberty they wanted 
was freedom of expression. They might 
differ (continued the speaker), for there was 
only one man in the world who proclaimed 
himself infallible ; still, though they might 
have their differences, they might certainly 
express them without wrath and bitterness. 
He believed there was a great improvement 
in this respect, and that as the Church ad- 
vanced in knowledge and purity, and as 
individuals thus advanced, they would go 
forward in love. ** I remember,'' continued 
the speaker, " once meeting, on Finsbur^ 
Pavement, one who had been a very hard 
hitter in his day in controversy. And, as I 
speak it to his honour^ I may mention his 
name ; it was Dr. John Campbell. He was 
pushing along through the street on his way 



home, and I said to him, ' Well, Doctor, and 
what is up now ? ' For answer I had for the 
moment only the tears with which his eyes 
overflowed. ' Ah ! ' he said, ' I am near the 
grave, old friend, and I have found out that 
there is nothing but love that will do, either 
for the Church or for the world.' In a short 
time he passed away. One thing has been 
suggested to me by the paper which Mr. 
Christopher read just now. He laid emphasis 
on the fact that it was only some who said 
and did things that were offensive. And I 
think this should be borne in mind, and 
that we should not judge all, and brand all 
for what one does. If, for example, a man in 
an adjoining parish makes a great stir about 
a grave-stone, we must not blame the whole 
Church of which he is a minister. It is cruel 
to brand a whole Church for what one foolish 
man may do. So, too, if a man employs 
hard words when speaking of a State Church, 
do not say that all Nonconformists are like 
him. And if some clergymen are fond of a 
bit of Popery, do not say that all the 
members of the Church of England are 
ready for it. I believe, after all, there is a 
good, sturdy spirit of Protestantism in this 
land of ours — the land of Cranmer, of 
Hooper, and valiant old Latimer. Theii 
spirit remains, and by-and-by it wiU rise 
like a giant and cast out the evil. There is 
one important matter referred to in these re- 
solutions — private, public, and social prayer 
for the Holy Ghost. We have all need to 
think of this. We have agents without 
number, systems, and oi^anizations ; we 
have methods of teaching for the young 
and for the aged, and we have preaching 
of all kinds. And yet the Church does not 
overtake the world. We have the machinery 
— wheels within wheels — and the wheels of 
man's devising may be said to be full of eyes 
within and without ; but what we want is the 
living Spirit of God within the wheels, and 
if we do not get this, all this construction of 
wheels and agencies will come down by its 
own weight. The Lord answer the prayer 
that He will give us more of the power of 
the Holy Ghost I There is another matter 
referred to in the latter part of the resolu- 
tions — ^prayer for the Jew. I was impressed 
the other week, at the Conference which was 
held, by this subject being put somewhat 
into the corner. I am sorry for it. Christ 
began 'at Jerusalem.' It is true we some- 
times hear the prayer, ' for all Jews, Turks, 
heretics, infidels,' but we do not often hear 
the Jews specially prayed for. They are 
God's chosen people. They preserved the Old 
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Tettament far iu in their jots and in their 
tittles. God bss preserFed them erer anee 
thej cried ont, * His blood be upon ns and on 
onr children !' ss a nation of monmerB. And 
jret, as Balaam said, thej have not been 
reckoned among the nations. Thej are a 
nation still, and I cannot think that all the 
prophecies hare been fulfilled concerning 
them* I beliere that God has a great work to 
do with His people, and I expect the fidness 
of the Gentiles will be gathered in with them. 
Let ns still ' pmj for the peace of Jenualem. 
The/ shall prosper that lore thee.' " 

VOBEION BXFBISKNTATnrSS. 

The Rev. E. G. Porter (Lexington, u.8.) 
said that, across the Atlantic, the/ regarded 
with increasing interest the work in which 
the Alliance was engaged. It was sometimes 
said, '' You are mnltipljing organizations too 
xapidlj," and he thought that the/ might 
part with man/ of them if the/ kept to 
the Evangelical Alliance. He had spent man/ 
months in the Levant, and nnder various 
forms of government, bat he had always 
found that the principles embodied in the 
Alliance formed the basis of that better 
fellowship and union of Christians for which 
so man/ were looking. To some the purposes 
of this organization might seem a prett/ 
sentiment ; and others, too, might think them 
desirable, but quite unattainable in a world 
like ours. It should be their dut/, however, 
to magnif/ the principles of the Alliance, 
because the/ did not full/ know what a 
real source of strength and power the/ 
formed to those who at this hour were 
eamestl/ cr/ing for light, for life and truth. 
In an interesting speech he glanced at the 
religious condition of the world at large, 
and concluded b/ saying that we are living 
in a time which will be marked in the future 
hiator/ of the Church, and this Alliance was 
contributing a most important element to 
that future histor/. 

The Hev. Dr. Bliss said : The question was 
often asked. Is there an/ good in Turkey ? 
To this he could safel/ reply, There is 
one good thing there. We have a branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance there, and it 
is there as '^ a beloved little Benjamin *' 
in the midst of the tribes. A great 
number of Christian members in Turkey 
were also members of the Alliance, and 
the/ always looked forward with holy 
pleasure to its annual meetings and to the 
Week of Prayer. Their meetings in Turkey 
at the beginning of the year were often times 
of gracious refreshing and of spiritual revivals. 
There were now a hundred Evangelical 



ehnrthes in Ana IGnor. He himself had 
ver/ strong fidth that the/ should live to 
see the da/ when the/ would have a meeting 
of the Alliance even in Constantinople. 

Pastor Yainier (Sicil/) said that forty- 
six /ears ago he had been led to Christy 
but it was not until 1863, when he went 
to Measina, that he had the privilege of 
ahowing that the true Protestant was, after 
all, the real Catholic, and that Protestants 
formed one famil/. In Italy, more than 
an/thing else, he might say, they needed the 
spirit of Christ The/ did not want mere 
nominal professors, but to have the real spirit 
of the Gospel at work. « He cared vei/ Uttie 
indeed about the "scaffolding," so long as 
the/ had the building ; for if there were 
'' living stones," there the Holy Spirit would 
assuredl/ find His temple. He gave an 
interesting; sketch of the state of religion 
on the Continent, and concluded by saying 
that though a Sicilian, he was sure he might 
ask to have an interest in their prayers. 

Mr. McArChur, ilp., said he would only 
add that the information which they had 
received that day had been most gratifying to 
every one present. The work of the past 
year certainl/ gave great cause for thaiok- 
fulness, and he was sure all would join 
in earnestly praying that the coming year 
might be marked by yet greater usefulness. 

The resolution having been seconded by 
Mr. J. Groom, was unanimously adopted. 

VOTE OF THANKS. 

The Rev. L. B. White (Religious Tract 
Society) moved a cordial vote of thanks to 
the Committee of the National Club for 
their kindness in granting them the use of 
their rooms on that occasion. He said the 
clubs of London were generally known b/ 
their imposing externals; but few, compara- 
tively, had the privilege of becoming ac- 
quainted with their internal arrangements. 
The National Club was honourably distin- 
guished not 60 much by its exterior, but b/ 
its cordial willingness to co-operate with those 
who combined for the spread of Evangelical 
truth. He had very great pleasure in 
moving a vote of thanks. The resolution 
was seconded by Mr. Donald Matheson ; and 
it having been cordially carried, a member 
of the Club (Mr. T. R. Andrews) briefly 
acknowledged the compliment, adding that 
it was one of the principles of the Club to 
promote the spread of true Evangelical Pro- 
testantism. 

The Rev. Dr. Blackwood pronounced the 
Benediction, and the proceedings then ter« 
minated. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



A special meeting of Council was held on 
Tliiinday, November 21; Sii Harry Vemey, 
Bait, in the chair. 

A portion of Scriptare having been read, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Robert John- 
ston. 

SEW HEHBEBS. 

The following persons were Tmanimonsly 
admitted to membership : — 

Colonel Field, Blackheath. 

M. H. Hodder, Esq., Bromley Common. 

The following resolution of the Special 
Committee was received and adopted : " The 
Chairman reported ^hat Dr. Stoughton's 
name had been omitted from the Council 
list for some years past, but that he had 
not wished to retire from the Council It 
was resolved: That as it appears the name 
of Dr. Stoughton has been removed by in- 
advertence, and that he is willing to serve, 
the Council be recommended at next meet- 
ing to restore his name on the list." 

Dr. Stoughton's name was ordered to be in- 
cluded in the list of Council to be submitted 
to the Conference. 



The first meeting of the new Council was 
held on Thursday, December 5 ; Sir Harry 
Vemey, Bart., in the chair. After reading 
the Scriptures, prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Dr. Manning. 

NEW HEHBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 
Mrs. Edward Wyld, London. 
Sir John Coode, London. 
Alexander Stuart Menteath, Esq., St. Jean 

de Luz. 
W. W. Rawes, Esq., Bath. 

NEW OOUNOHi. 

The appointment of the new Council by 
the Conference held on November 28 was 
reported. 

It was resolved : *' That the ordinary meet- 
ings of this Council be held on the second 
Thursday in each month, at 2 p.m." 

APPOINTMENT 07 OFFICERS. 

The following annual appointments were 
then made : — 

John Finch, Esq., and Donald Matheson, 
Esq^ joint Treasurers ; the Revs. Dr. Black- 
wood, Dr. Steane, Dr. Eraser, William Arthur, 
and Dr. Stoughton, Honorary Secretaries. 
Mr. A. J. Arnold was appointed one of the 
Secietaries. 

Finance and other committees were also 
appointed. 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary reported that the Conversa- 
zione and Conference held at the National Club 
on the 26th ultimo bad been well attended, 
and had been a most interesting meeting. 
Regret was expressed at the absence, through 
illness, of the Rev. William Arthur. 

It was resolved : " That the best thanks of 
the Council be presented to the Committee of 
the National Club for kindly granting the 
use of their drawing-room ; and to the Revs. 
A. M. W. Christopher and Dr. Jobson, for 
their addresses." 

A letter was read from the Rev. D. 
MuUan, Secretary of the Irish Branch, sug- 
gesting that deputations should be sent to 
the Continent by the Council to aid struggling 
Evangelical churches by holding evangelistic 
meetings. The subject was deferred. 



It is with sincere regret the Council'of the 
British Organization of the Alliance announce 
that, just as the important work in connec- 
tion with the Salle Evangdlique in Paris was 
drawing to its close, their esteemed Secretary, 
the Rev. James Davis, had a sudden and 
serious attack of illness. Having since felt 
it to be his duty to retire from office, the 
Council have now the whole question of the 
Secretariat under careful consideration ; and, 
as the first step, have appointed, as one of their 
Secretaries, Mr. A. J. Arnold, who had been 
for many years Assistant Secretary. 



DEATH OF THE REV. DR. COHEN STUART. 

Pastor Van Andel writes us from Am- 
sterdam : " I am sorry to have to communi- 
cate to you the sad tidings of the death of our 
much-valued friend, the Rev. Dr. Cohen 
Stuart, of Utrecht. Qreat is the sorrow felt 
by many in this country on account of the 
loss of him, who was a bold and noble 
champion for the truth of Qod in this land, 
and one who has for a number of years been 
known as a warm-hearted friend and a 
zealous supporter of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, of which he was the Secretary for 

Holland Dr. Cohen Stuart was a man 

of extensive knowledge and experience, of 
noble gifts, of remarkable zeal, and of a 
truly catholic spirit. He was well known, 
even personally, to many in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, from the frequent visits he 
paid to those countries, and from his presence, 
whenever he was able, at the Annual Con- 
ferences of the Evangelical Alliance, and at 
1 other religious gatherings.** 
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BATH BRANCH. 



A breakfast in connection with the Bath 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance was held 
on the 28th of November last, at the York 
House Hotel. There was a good attendance 
of members and friends. The chair was 
taken by Lient-Colonel E. Buckle, R.B., 
who, after prayer offered up by the Rev. H. 
Tarrant, briefly addressed the meeting. A 
paper was then read, consisting of extracts 
from an "Historical Sketch of the Origin and 
Operations of the Evangelical Alliance." 
This was supplemented by a brief sketch of 
the Bath Branch, from 1847 to the present 
year. The drawing up of this paper would, 
ic was hoped, remove misapprehensions from 
the minds of some as to the position and 
work of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
quicken a more lively interest in all. It 
has been found that there are friends, not 
a few, who do sympathize with the cause 
and yet are not enrolled as members, owing 
(there is reason to believe) to their not having 
been personally invited. 

The Rev. Prebendary Anderson introduced 
to the meeting Miss De Broen^ who spoke, 



with touching and spiritual simplicity, of 
the evangelistic work carried on by herself 
and fellow-labourers among the Communists 
in Paris. 

The Rev. W. E. Littlewood followed. He 
spoke of the important work of Miss De 
Broen and Dr. McCoU, drawing attention to 
its catholicity, being supported by English, 
French, and Dutch Christians, and thua 
presenting an interesting illustration of the 
principles of the Evangelical Alliance. 

It was the testimony of all who were 
privileged to be present at the meeting, that 
a spirit of Christian^ unity and love prevailed, 
that the true and essential fellowship of all 
believers in their one Lord and Saviour 
was realized, and that the benediction which 
concluded the meeting found a response in 
every heart. The Committee of the Bath 
Branch entertain a hope that the effort, so 
auspiciously begun, to revive an interest in, 
and to enlist sympathy and support from, 
many, will be followed up ; and they confi- 
dently expect a blessing &om the lips of 
Him who said, '^ Love one another." 



SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 



The usual monthly social meeting of the 
Committee and friends was held on Friday 
evening, December 12 th, at the residence of 
Mrs. Bennett, Upper Tulse HilL 

After tea and coffee had been served, the 
company assembled in the drawing-room, 
under the presidency of the Rev. Dr. Morley 
Punshon, who, on behalf of Mrs. Bennett, 
welcomed the friends present. Devotional 
exercises then followed ; the Revs. Dr. Fisher, 
Luke Tyerman, and the Chairman taking 
part. The Rev. Dr. Punshon gave inter- 
esting particulars of the recent deputation 
from the Conmiittee of the Evangelical 
Alliance in Naples to the King of Italy. 
He also referred to the presence on this 
occasion of honoured friends from the United 
States of America. 

Mr. A. J. Arnold then referred to the 
arrangements made for the Week of Prayer 
next January, and presented programme of 
meetings for the Weat-end of London, to be 
held in Langham Hall as usual. He also 
reported correspondence in regard to the 
case of the Rev. G. S. Ben-Oliel, lately im- 
prisoned in Spain. 

The Rev. E. Q. Porter, of Lexington, 
Mass., United States, said that his fellow- 
countrymen take an interest in the meetings 



of the Evangelical Alliance, and that he had 
heard of those in the South of London, to 
which some of his brethren had been invited. 
The Week of Prayer instituted by the Alliance 
opens avenues of Christian usefulness, and in- 
calculable results have followed. In America 
they look forward to and prepare for it, and 
always feel it to be a time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. The subject upon 
which he desired to speak that night was Asia 
Minor. The* attention of Christians in the 
United States had been called to it in the 
beginning of this century as a suitable field 
for missionary operations ; and it was remark- 
able that the youngest and most remote 
nation should be the first to undertake to 
attempt the restoration of the oldest Chris- 
tian Churches to the primitive faith. England 
was more connected with Asia Minor politi- 
cally. This country, which lies between the 
two seas — the Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea— of which the Sultan, among his titles, 
claims the lordship, was one of the brightest 
jewels in the crown of the Roman Empire. 
It received a laige share of the labours of St. 
Paul, as the Epistles to the Galatians, Ephe- 
sians, and Colossians testify ; but now it is 
destitute of the ordinary appliances of civili- 
zation. There has been a day of preparation, 
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however : 100 Evangelical churclies, more 1 
than half of them self-supporting, have been 
planted. At Maraah there are four Protestant 
churches of over 500 members each ; at 
Aintab, three of 600 each, with ' day-schools 
and Bundaj-Bchools. The Tvnui special 
correspondent speaks of Asia Minor as an 
extremely promising country of the future: 
its flora, its mountains and plains, its 
livers — the four great rivers of the ancient 
world taking their rise there — and its irriga- 
tion, would make it one of the best gardens 
in the world. It has Angora sheep and well- 
bred horses, grain, fruits, and minerals ; 
but it wants capital and Qovemment protec- 
tion. The Prime Minister of England has 
twice declared his object to be the regenera- 
tion of the country. A door was opened at 
the time of the Crimean War by the Hatti- 
Humayoun ; this has been confirmed by the 
recent Anglo-Turkish Convention. The pos- 
session of Cyprus has rather given a place 
for planting the guns of civilization than 
those of war. The old and false-mouthed 
system of government is to be superseded, 
bribery forbidden, five years' tenure of office 
secured to pashas, and just government es- 
tablished. The iron rail through the country 
is projected, and will soon be subsidized and 
set to work, and a more rapid communication 
established between this country and India 



and China. We may surely accept the open- 
ing of this door as the gift of God. The 
Turks are longing for the time when they 
can place their own sons with proper training 
in the offices of the Qovemment. There are 
already 800 students preparing in the Ame- 
rican colleges in the country. School books 
and books on philosophy are issued from the 
press, and 8,000 religious newspapers are 
being read by the subscribers and passed on to 
many thousands of others. Turks are willing 
to send their children to sit with those of 
Christians, Armenians, and Jews in the same 
schools. Taurus, Olympus, and Ararat are, 
aa it were, crying out to us, " Will you not 
give us back what you aforetime received 
from us ? " 

The Rev. Dr. Sawyer, of Irvington, on the 
Hudson, expressed the pleasure he felt at 
being present on this occasion. He rejoiced 
in the thought that Christians were one, 
whether they resided in England, or in Asia 
Minor, or in the United States of America. 
Visiting this country for the first time, he 
was delighted to find the social and the 
religious element combined in meetings such 
as the present. 

The Benediction was then pronounced by 
the Chairman, and the company adjourned 
for refreshments. 



THE KING OF ITALY AND THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 



NAPLES BRANCH. 

The following notes of an interview be- 
tween the King of Italy and a deputation 
from the Evangelical Alliance, at Naples, to 
congratulate his Majesty on his escape from 
attempted assassination, are written by Pastor 
G. Pons, of Naples, and originally appeared, 
a few weeks since, in the Qruiiaw) Evan- 
ffelieo: — '- 

Yesterday I had the honour of being re- 
ceived by his Excellency General M^ci, 
Chief Aide-de-Camp to his Majesty, to whom 
I committed two addresses ; one for the King 
in the name of the Church, the other for the 
Prince of Naples in the name of the schools. 
Naples has not imitated the example of 
Florence with regard to private schools ; the 
municipal schools alone defiled before the 
Hereditary Prince. General Medici asked 
me if I wished to read the addresses to his 
Majesty and to his Highness. I replied, 
" Your Excellency, I could not be in better 
hands than in your own, and in present 
circumstances I would not add to the fatigue 
of his Majesty." 



To-day, exactly at the time appointed, the 
members of the Committee of the Evangelical 
Alliance had the honour of being presented 
to his Majesty the King. The Rev. J. 
Peter, in his capacity of President, entered 
first and presented us all to the King, 
asking of him the favour of reading to him 
an address. The Rev. T. W. S. Jones, 
as Vice-President, had the paper in his hand 
which he was to read. On seeing this, 
his Majesty said, " It is understood that you 
express the sentiments of aU ; it is not 
necessary to read ; " and he put out his 
hand to take it. Our Vice-President, who 
probably had not heard the royal words, 
began to read, and the King listened to the 
end with great attention. 

After the address had been read, the King 
asked us to what Church we belonged. Each 
one answered for himself. His Majesty, on 
hearing certain names, exclaimed, *' I don't 
understand what that means. What a number 
of different shades ! " It was explained to 
his Majesty that as in his army there were 
various uniforms and many regiments, but 
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only one Btandaid and one duex, bo we were 
▼arionB denominations, bat that we had one 
Head, Jeans Christ-— one truth, one only 
faith. The Eang then asked me who I was. 
" I am a pastor of the Waldensian Church, 
your Majesty." "Now I know where we 
are," and he gave me a shake of the hand. 
" I had the pleasure of receiving a deputa- 
tion of the Waldensian Church at Turin, 
with Signer at its head." " Char- 
bonnier, your Majesty." "Right — ^the Mo- 
derator Charbonnier." 

The King also asked how our Churches 
were maintained. M. Peter answered that 
in the universal Evangelical Church they 
helped one another for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God. He wished also to 
be informed as to the number of adherents 
in the various Churches, and heard with 
pleasure that there are also in Naples Evan- 
gelical schools. He concluded by expressing 
a wish for the prosperity of the work of all ; 
and, as at the beginning, his Majesty again 
shook hands with us all. I shall never 
forget the truly warm grasp which I received 
from his august hands when I said to him, 
" Your Majesty, God bless and protect your 
person and your royal family." We could 
not have been received with greater courtesy 
and affability. " The King IJmberto is a 
perfect gentleman,'' afterwards exclaimed one 
who comes from the country of the " gentle- 
man.'' ** Yes, he is charmant I defy any 
one to find a President of a republic who 
would be BO courteous and affectionate aa the 
King of Italy," added the Swiss pastor. 

The audience which the King dei gned to 
grant us, and the manner in which he 
received us, produced on all the best im- 
pression, aud none of us will quickly forget 
the quarter of an hour which we passed in 
the presence of him for whom we constantly 
pray. 

BOMAN BBAKCH. 

The following report of the interview of 
the deputation from the Roman Branch of 
the Alliance with the Kin^ of Italy, is 
supplied by Signer Sciarelli : — 

"On the morning of December 4th, the 
King received at the Quirinal the following 
members of our branch: Mr. T. H. Bruce 



(President), Mr. Ribetti, Mr. Conti, Mr. 
Lanna, Mr. Cocorda, Mr. Faaulo, and myaelf, 
as pastors of the various Churches. Ab Boon 
as the deputation was admitted into the 
reception hall, the King, in a most cooiteoaa 
and kind manner, came to meet us, aaying 
that on a previous occasion he had had the 
intention of receiving some of the Evan- 
gelical ministers of Rome, when they sent 
him a Bible, which he accepted with great 
pleasure ; but that then that reception could 
not take place, because a letter addressed to 
the honourable Mazzarella did not arrive in 
time. After having shaken hands with each 
of us, his Majesty wanted to be informed of 
the various Churches which were represented. 
Hearing the names of the different denomina- 
tions, he said, 'Yes, . . . there are many 
different names . . . .* * Yes, Sire,' it was 
respectfully, but opportunely, answered, * but 
the same spirit, the same faith.' Then the 
King asked more particularly about the work 
of every minister, inquiring if the meetings 
were well attended, and what was the number 
of the members of every Church. After 
having heard the answers, he wanted to know 
if the members of the deputation were Italians, 
and if there were many Italian ministers. 
With the exception of Mr. Bruce, all the 
members of the deputation were Italians, and 
they could affirm that the Evargelical Church 
in our country, whatever be the denomina- 
tion, has Italiau ministers, has an Italian 
form, is altogether an Italian work. His 
Majesty asked afterwards for some informa- 
tion about the schools, and having heard 
with a visible interest, went on, ' But how 
can you manage to obtain the money which 
is necessary ? * * Sire,' it was answered, * all 
depends on the charity of our friends.' 

" The address, which had been elegantly 
copied, was b'aen presented to the 'King. His 
Majesty accepted it with great pleasure ; and 
to the words of the President and of the other 
members of the deputation, who all expressed 
their devotion and affection, he answered with 
thanks, again shaking hands with every one, 
and saluting them with love. None of the 
members of that Commission will ever forget 
those thanks and that preeBure of hands." 
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THE MONTH. 

Thb friends of rational liberty throughout the world may well congratulate France 
upon the twofold crisis through which she has just passed, and the double victory- 
she has achieved. The result of the senatorial elections has far exceeded the most 
sanguine anticipations of the Republicans; and hence those who desire that 
our neighbours across the Channel should, like ourselves, enjoy the blessings both 
of order and of freedom, have every reason to rejoice. France has now a better 
prospect of a government which shall be at once durable and popular than has 
opened up before her for at least a generation. The elections for the Senate have 
given to the Liberals of France a majority of more than double what M. Gambetta 
had predicted. Instead of twenty-five, the Eepublicans outnumber the Conserva- 
tives by sixty. In the Senate, as newly constituted, the proportion between the two 
parties will be about one hundred and twenty of the one to one hundred and eighty 
of the other. The change thus effected in the composition of that body suffices to 
make impossible at present either a Monarchical or Imperial reaction. And if the 
Bepublicans of France — who are, in fact, identical with the Liberal party in that 
country — do but continue to show, in this hour of their triumph, the moderation by 
which mainly that triumph has been won, the Republic may be regarded as having 
been, by recent events, consolidated, strengthened, and settled ; and as likely to be 
for a long period the future permanent form of government in France. That same 
self-restraint which enabled its advocates to overthrow the men of the 16th of May, 
1877, and which has now given them the ascendancy in the Senate as well as in 
the Chamber, will, if persevered in, give them the power to pass safely through 
the crisis which yet awaits them, when in 1880 the Septennate shall expire. 
Already, indeed, has an opportunity been afforded them, since the senatorial elec- 
tions, of exercising the self-control which, to them especially, is so essential to 
success. The Extreme Left, not unnaturally expected from the Government of 
M. Dufaure. after the elections for the Senate had told so completely in their favour, 
and had thus relieved them from all apprehensions of Ultramontane or reactionary 
plots, and of future conflicts between the various powers of the State, that they would 
adopt in their policy a more decided and a bolder course than that necessary whilst 
the Senate might at any time assume towards them, and even towards the Republic 
itself, an aspect of hostility. From this point of view, the recent Ministerial " state- 
ment " or " programme" appeared to them defective and, indeed, almost half-hearted 
in its tone. M. Senard, as the mouthpiece of the Left, brought the matter before 
the Chamber, and the Government were invited so to explain or amend their 
original announcement, as to convince that assembly that, under their sway, the 
stability of Republican institutions was assured. In reply, M. Dufaure declared 
that he accepted the views of M. Senard, that several official changes had been made 
already, and that the senatorial elections undoubtedly imposed upon the Govem- 
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ment the duty of increased energy and firmness in regard to functionaries not well 
affected to the Bepublic ; contending also that the previous career of the Ministry 
entitled it to confidence, and that its future policy should be interpreted by the lif^ht of 
its doings in the past. A resolution was then passed by a majority of 102 (the Right 
apparently not voting), Kleclaring that the Chamber, trusting in the Ministry, and 
convinced that they would satisfy the country in respect of the administrative and 
judicial functionaries, *' passes to the order of the day." Thus has a crisis, thought 
by many not inferior in gravity to that of the senatorial elections, been successfully 
passed through. Moderation and good feeling have triumphed; the Government 
have been compelled to be more explicit than at first, and confidence has been 
accorded them on the condition that, by taking all needful precautions to insure the 
stability of the Kepublic, they satisfy the legitimate desires of the nation. A 
twofold crisis has thus been surmounted, and a double victory secured. 



Shere Ali, as was anticipated, has abandoned his dominions and fled to 
Turkestan, and Candahar is in possession of our Indian troops. The detachment of 
six or seven hundred Afghan cavalry, by whom their advance had been resisted, 
were easily defeated by General Stewart, who, encountering no other obstacles to 
his progress, at once took possession of the town. More recent information states 
that Ghoolam Hussein, the civil Governor, aided by the officials of the Ameer, has 
not only succeeded in maintaining order, but also in restoring the entire municipal 
and provincial administration of the district. General Boberts's advance has not 
been equally successful. Informed that the inhabitants of the Khost Yalley were 
friendly in their disposition, he discovered, on the contrary, that, in alliance with 
other tribes, they were about to assume the offensive. He therefore attacked them in 
three columns, and utterly routed them, with considerable loss, whilst the casualties 
on his own side were but insignificant; but, fearing to encounter them again in 
more formidable numbers, he has deemed it wise to concentrate his forces, and to 
retreat towards Kuram, leaving, however, one or two regiments of native troops 
behind him to overawe the tribes in the immediate vicinity. The Khyber Pass is 
still reiH>rted insecure, being infested by marauders; and it is even stated that 
Yakoob Khan, whom his father liberated and left in charge at Gabul, finding 
himself powerless to exercise any sovereignty there, has now himself effected a 
retreat. Generally speaking, it may no doubt be said that Afghanistan is without 
a government, and that, for the most part, anarchy prevails. It may therefore be 
affirmed that the war can be further prosecuted with but little satisfiictory result. 
There is no regular army, in fact, with whom the Indian troops can fight ; whilst 
to conclude peace when there is no Executive with whom to conclude it, seems 
equally impossible. We have not as yet secured any rectification of boundaries, 
and our frontier is at the present moment actually more " unscientific '' than before ! 
It will require no ordinary amount of administrative tact and skill to turn to 
practical acoount our present position in Afghanistan. 

In all social cirdes — alike by the domestic fireside and in the haunts of business, 
the counting-house, the mart, and the exchange — ^the prevalent depression of trade, 
and the severe personal distress and destitution which, as the consequence, so widely 
■nd so fearfully prevail, constitute the chief and all-engrossing theme. From day to 
day new iaxsti are brought to light, which show that the evil is more deeply and 
geiieraUy felt than, at the oatseti was supposed by many. In the great manufacturing 
towns,' whether in the midland or the northern districts, privation is, by thousands^ 
moit keenly and severely felt; but^ owing to the various and complex nature of tiie 
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trades there carried on, the artisans are somewhat less dependent on any particular 
form of industry, and when their own special vocation fails them, can at times find 
sapport and refuge in another. Both in Birmingham and Manchester the muni- 
cipal authorities have taken up the work of relief in a thoroughly business-like and 
resolute spirit, and their example cannot but have a most beneiicial effect on other 
centres of activity. Extraneous help is, in the main, eschewed, and local resources 
and existing organizations are made almost exclusively available for prosecuting the 
needful inquiries, and affoixling the requiRite relief. The subject of the best means 
of dispensing that relief, and the principles on which it should be given, are just 
now, as is natural, exciting close and general attention. The Charity Organization 
Society, in particular, is striving to impress upon the public the necessity of estab- 
lishing a clear distinction between the operations of public law and those of private 
and individual benevolence. They contend that spch of the population as are 
normally and habitually in a state of pauperism are the proper objects of the Poor 
Law, whilst those suffering from occasional and exceptional distress, and who are 
personally deserving of assistance, are those on whom charity, in a proper sense, 
should, in a prompt and systematic manner, be bestowed. The subject is doubtless 
one of great difficulty, as periods of real distress are likewise opportunities which the 
undeserving will not fail to seize ; nevertheless, those in need must be assisted, and 
Christians, who are laid under a special obligation to remember that the poor they 
have always with them, ought undoubtedly to be ever foremost in this work of 
practical philanthropy. We rejoice to believe that it is so at the present time ; and 
that in the extraordinary efforts now being made to compensate for what trade at 
present fails to yield, and neither the Poor Law nor its administrators have any 
power to supply, those are most active and zealous who are the followers of Him 
who went about doing good, and who has said, in reference to supplying the wants 
of the needy, " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have 
done it unto me." 

Although the general public have not yet felt so seriously as the Company the con- 
sequences of the Midland EaUway strike, there is some apprehension that these will 
shortly affect, very appreciably, the national convenience, and create fresh complica- 
tions. Other strikes are still in operation; and others, again, have but just com- 
menced. Under the present circumstances of the country, however much we may 
regret these facts, they can be no occasion for surprise. Li these hard and excep- 
tional times employers and employed are each striving to make the best bargain for 
themselves — sometimes, we fear, without adequate consideration for the rights and 
interests of others. It were well, in these trade disputes, if each party would strive 
to realize more honestly and thoroughly the point of view of their opponents. Were 
this more generally done, it would not only tend to allay irritation and promote 
mutual forbearance and concession, but to bring out into prominence the fact 
that the interests supposed to be antagonistic are often clearly and demonstratively 
identical. That the present period of distress may ultimately tend to draw together 
more closely the i^urious classes of the people, to make employers mora considerate 
and liberal, and the employed more patient, painstaking, and conscientious, is the 
earnest desire of every true philanthropist and every genuine lover of his country. 



Prince Bismarck has submitted to the Federal Council of Germany the draft of 
a Bill which, if passed in its present state, will take away from the Parliament of that 
country its fundamental and essential rights. By this measure, under the plea of 
repieBBiag seditious ^ utterances, and prohibiting language which the Executive 
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Government may cboose to construe as implying or involving danger to the State, 
that most elementary privilege of all Parliaments, liberty of speech, is restrained, and 
the free expression of opinion, without which any representative body becomes 
almost powerless as a source of honest and effective legislation, is limited. This Bill 
provides that the Reichstag is to be armed with the power of inflicting severe 
punishment on any of its own members who may be judged guilty of ''offensive " utter- 
ance (a very comprehensive and elastic term), and certain articles in the constitution 
notwithstanding, still further with the power to deliver them to be tried as criminal 
offenders. It also enacts that all ''improper" expressions of members are to be 
excluded from the shorthand reports, and that their publication elsewhere may be 
prohibited. The excuse, of course, for such stringent legislation is the alleged 
necessity for preventing any expression of Socialistic feeling in the Legislature. The 
Emperor and the Federal Council may possibly endorse the Chancellor's views ; it is 
matter of considerable -doubt whether the German Reichstag will consent thus to 
abdicate its own essential privileges. 

The Pope's recent Encyclical is, in its tone and spirit, in strict accordance with 
his letter addressed not long since to the Archbishop of Cologne. It is an appeal 
to the crowned heads of Europe, reminding them of the dangers to which their own 
thrones are exposed from the machinations and intrigues of Socialism, Communism, 
and the like, and adjuring them, if they would resist and overthrow these foes, to 
enter for that purpose into an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Court of 
Rome. It attributes all these evils to the neglect, by the sovereigns and peoples of 
the poutinent, of the doctrines and the jurisdiction of the Holy See, and denounces 
Protestantism as the root and parent of them all ; affirming, virtually, that until 
Pkpal supremacy in its widest claims is fully recognized and heartily obeyed, neither 
peace nor prosperity is possible in Europe. 



Father Hyacinthe appears before us in a new and curious light. Convinced 
that the Roman Church has not been faithful to the truth, satisfied that there 
is not in France a true '' shepherd of souls " amongst the prelates, yet clinging to 
the tradition that without episcopacy no Church can exist, except indeed in a condi- 
tion of " religious anarchy," the idea of reviving the ancient Galilean Church, in 
independence of the Vatican, some time since occurred to him ; and, animated by that 
desire, he applied to the Primate of all England for his counsel and his aid, especially, 
it would seem, desiring to place his own " mission" under the protection and sanc- 
tion, if not the jurisdiction, of the English Archbishop, and imagining that Anglican 
prelates might, in their own episcopal capacity, be induced to ordain bishops who 
should exercise the jurisdiction of their office over congregations formed in France. 
The idea is startling, but it is undoubtedly an outcome of the recent Lambeth Con- 
ference. The Archbishop, however, was too circumspect to allow himself, or the 
Church of which he is the recognized ecclesiastical chief in this country, to undertake 
the responsibility which Father Hyacinthe invited him to assume. He discreetly 
referred his correspondent to the Scottish Episcopate, and the result has been, so to 
speak, the opening of negotiations on the subject between Father Hyacinthe and the 
Bishop of Moray and Ross. What the Church of England, with all her responsi- 
bilities arising from her legal status and her close connection with the State, could 
not do, may possibly be ventured on by the Episcopal Church in Scotland, which 
has no such status or connection ; and the correspondence which has been published 
shows it to be at least possible that Scottish bishops may lend to Father Hyacinthe's 
proposal a listening ear. Should they either themselves undertake the supervision. 
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of the congregations he may form, or ordain other prelates for the purpose, they will 
in no way compromise the English episcopal authorities, who, should the enterprise 
prove a failure, can repudiate all responsibility for it, whilst, should it succeed, they 
may take credit to themselves for commending the matter to the notice of the Scotch 
Episcopate. We regret that Father Hyacinthe should not allow his faith in Christ's 
Gospel to rise superior to these ecclesiastical or canonical considerations, the undue 
importance attached to which can, we fear, only tend to produce polemical contention. 
Were he to concentrate all hia energy on the simple proclamation of the Gospel, 
instead of seeking to obtain sanction for his work from foreign bishops, or to place it 
under prelatical authority, he would, we think, be doing more to promote both the 
conversion and salvation of his countrymen and the glory of the Master whom he 
seeks to serve. 

Marshal Espartero is no more. A great man, a sincere patriot, a .successful 
general, an incorruptible and able statesman, he will long be remembered by his 
fellow-countrymen as one of the foremost politicians of the generation that is past. 
Amidst the general corruption which, unhappily, so long obtained in Spain, and 
which was manifested not only in private life, but also and especially in all the 
functions and departments of the State, the name of Espartero stands out in honour- 
able contrast to those of the bulk of the political traders and intriguers of his time. 
Born in 1792, and originally intended for the priesthood, the future Marshal, who 
had no tastes or tendencies in that direction, early decided to relinquish all thoughts 
of the clerical profession, and to embrace the military calling. When the FrdiC^Ek^^ 
invaded Spanish soil, Espartero enrolled himself as a volunteer for the (^fenc^ 'V. 
of his country ; his first exploits, however, were achieved in the war of SpaibL.^ittr'' . ;; • 
her insurgent colonies of Venezuela and New Granada. After the deaffi^ of ^"^^ • 
Ferdinand, in 1833, Espartero became the chief figure in the war of successlbn** \ 
which then broke out in Spain between the Christinos and the Carlists. That w^r . , 
continued for seven weary and desolating years ; it was, however, conducted by 
Espartero, in conjunction with General Sir De Lacy Evans and the British Legion, 
to a successful and tiiumphant issue. The Marshal's personal and conspicuous 
courage, no less than his strategical and political ability, largely contributed to this 
result. Thenceforth his career became political, and he distinguished himself as a 
statesman no less than he had previously done as a commander. Ardently 
embracing the Liberal side, he opposed the corrupt and reactionary schemes of the 
Ministers of Maria Christina as decidedly as he had previously declared against the 
open insurrection of Don Carlos. Ultimately he triumphed in this conflict also, 
becoming President of a new Cabinet ; and afterwards, when the Queen-Mother 
resigned her office as Regent, he was elected by the Cortes to succeed her during the 
minority of Isabella ii. Subsequently he was driven from power, and became an 
exile in this country. In 1854 he once more accepted ofiice at the instance of 
Queen Isabella, but, being thwarted in his policy by his colleagues, retired into 
private life. Afler the deposition of the Queen, he might have been elected 
President of the Republic, or even King, but, with noble self-abnegation, preferred 
to continue in seclusion for the remainder of his life. Whatever his faults, he was 
undoubtedly a true lover of his country, desiring to see her emancipated alike from 
civil tyranny and priestly domination ; and Spain owes to his memory a debt of 
gratitude and respect such as she has had but little reason to be conscious of towards 
any other of her statesmen. 
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[From our own Correspondent.] 

Paris, January 18, 1879. 

THE REPUBLICAN TRIUMPH AND THE ROMISH 

CLERGY. 

The.piesent state of the country might be 
called one of confusion and of hope. The 
election of Republican senators has rejoiced 
the majority of the nation, because it pro- 
mises less strife. The name of Republic 
should be a reality in the laws and in the 
representatives of the nation, and not a mere 
word painted on public buildings and heading 
State documents. The Government promises 
many enactments long desired ; among others, 
compulsory education for children, Uberty of 
worship and conscience, equality before the 
law, professional schools, and industrial courses 
of lectures, popular technical institutions, 
etc. No fewer than 2,225 prisoners or 
exiles for participation in the Commune of 
1871 are freely pardoned. All this will not 
please the Romish clergy and the Pope, who 
paint the future in fearful colours, and conjure 
Gfovemments and peoples to accept the Church 
of Rome as their mother and mistress, in order 
to promote their prosperity and happiness ! 
Yet the paity seem inclined to rejoice at the 
coldness with which the Government pro- 
gramme has been almost universally received, 
owing to its want of frankness and decision, 
inasmuch as anything that brings France into 
a gdchis ("a mess''), as they elegantly term it, 
will be a chance for Rome and Royalty ! The 
respectable and stanch Republicans call for 
Gambetta. 

God has suddenly called home 

PROFESSOR BONIFAS, OF MONTACBAN. 

Two hours previous to his departure he said, 
" Lord, help me !'* and added to those around 
him, " I do not greatly suffer, but the inces- 
sant nature of the suffering is painful. I beg 
the Lord to preserve me a litUe strength and 
voice. I would that 1 could glorify Him once 
more ! I should so much have liked to have 
seen the students again. I would have told 
them that in Jesus one can depart in peace, 
and with joy — with joy !" he repeated. He 
had previously said, " The Lord is good ! 
oh, how good He is i** and just as the shadows 
of earth were disappearing behind him he 
exclaimed, ^* How beautiful is heaven !'* adding, 



fifty. Greatly beloved for his gentle, loying 
nature, very highly respected and reverenced 
for his learning, and pleasant way of com- 
municating it, he is deeply regretted. 

MONTAUBAN IS IN TROUBLE 

on other accounts also. Great commotioD is 
being made about a plan, affirmed on one 
hand and stoutly denied on the other, said to 
be on foot to bring the Montauban professors 
to Paris, and to merge the two theological 
colleges in one. This has increased the paper 
war between the Rationalists and the Ortho- 
dox ; and it is taking up time, thought, and 
space without end, in all the Protestant organs 
of publicity. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

A new monthly, called La Ftrtum ( " Wo- 
man"), entirely written by Protestant ladies, 
has appeared, edited by Mdlle. Delpech. The 
Baptists have commenced a small monthly 
periodical, called LEcho de la Verite^ pul^- 
lished at Montbelliard. The Reformalewt 
(daily demolisher of Popery) is to make its 
appearance on April 16, edited for the first 
three months by M. Leon Pilatte (pastor of 
the Free Church at Nice, and editor of the 
EglUe lAkri), 

THE GOSPEL AND THE PEOPLE. 

All our different societies labouring in this 
country have but one note — a note of thanks- 
giving for the favourable reception of their 
agents, for the wonderful opportunities for 
preaching the Gospel, and of strong cries for 
God-prepared labourers to come and help. 
There can be no doubt but that the wide cir- 
culation of the truth by the press has pre- 
pared unexpected openings. Private letters 
tell us of uncmdr(ywrtMLl tracts and hymns 
getting into schools, convents, and churches. 
Among others, a schoolmaster who received 
at the Exhibition the Religious Tract So- 
ciety's special souvenir tract, containing the 
music and hynm, « The Old, Old Story," 
taught it to his scholars, and it is now sung 
in the Roman Catholic Church. He has sent 
for more hymns and tracts. We often hear 
of the bread cast long since upon the waters. 
This simple Gospel is what is needed. How 
can men who have experienced its power 
preach anything else ? We often tremble at 
the loss of time and the strength spent in 



a few moments afterwards, '' and how near !" vain upon what is not the power of €h>d 
These were his last words. He was not yet I unto salvation. M. R^veillaud, until lately 
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the chief editor of the Avemr de VAube, 
epoka thna recently at Estinac, near Txaym, 
in pzesence of many of his "ficeethinking* 
readen : *' The basia of tme liberty, the 
liberty which emancipatea the conicience and 
the li&y is the Goapel. Without it, nothing 
is laodngy nothing is tme, nothing is able to 
to laise and saye a people. Jesos Ghztat, 
then^ is oar Saviour and our Master. Out of 
Him, we can do nothing. We murt be con* 
Terted, brethren, friends; we must acknowledge 
ourselves to be sinners and condemned ; then 
shall we be delivered, and then only shall we 
be happy." What a contrart this with a pro- 
f eaK>r in the Protestant Theological College in 
Panastnving to prove that David was probably 
no monotheist, but the worshipper of a 
SphyaZy ^ Ariel Doudoh " / A Pansian jrork- 
man said, " There is Protestantism in the air;" 
let, then, Protestants preach Jesus to these 
acutely feeling and thirsting souls, or the 
deceived ones will turn aside, like a broken 
bow, and declare *^ all men are liars." 

UOSrABTIC TBAOHSRS. 

The Municipal Council of Paris has voted 
a reduction to the minimum amount of the 
salaiy of friars and nuns engaged as school- 
maBtexs and schoolmistresses (300fr. and 250£r. 
per annom respectively) ; and by another vote 
it j^aces all the Paris schools in the hands of 
lay teachers. Many Protestant schools are 
«oBununal — i.0., belong to the city of Paris — 
Aud the tendency is to place freethinking 
infidel Protestanto over them. Qieat caution 
and firmness are called for. At the very 
moment when prejudices fade away, and the 
pe<^e turn towaids us with outepread hands, 
shall we have no time to give them bread ? 
<3od£brbidl 

FR0FE8S0R CHABCOT 

is interesting the pubUc intensely by his 
<x)urse of lectures, at the Salp^tri&re, on 
nervous maladies in connection with light 
•and sound. Thus, by a projection of electric 
light upon the eyes- of a patient, he produces 
the various phenomena of catcdepsy. The 
limbs remain supple and retain the attitudes 
euceeesively given to them by a third party, 
while the expression of the countenance 
vodes ad infinitum according to the impres- 
sion communicated by gesturesw If the light 
be suddenly withdrawn^ the patient falls into 
lethargy and somnambulism, during which 
onoonseionB acts^ sudli as walking, writing, 
and somstimes answering question^ are per^ 
fomed at command. Analogous phenottena 
ADS produced by the patitfit sitting on a 
vibBBting boaird, to which is attached a diar 
of huqge rise. In theas caaea aound and 



light seem equally to affect the nervona 
system. The natural comment of the public 
press is, that cases of ecstatic religious per- 
sons, every now and then exhibited by the 
Church of Rome, have found their natural 
explanation. 

▲ LAlCESTaH&B DBLUUCRf. 

We are deeply grieved that an insuffi- 
ciently informed pen has set afloat, as an 
important item of news, the painful case 
of senile and mental delusion of one of the 
most modest and benignant of men. In 
an almost unknown street, a few people, 
a dozen or twenty, some from ignorance, 
some from watchful duty, some from deep 
compassion, and all with loving personal 
attachment to the man of eighty (whose 
quite, unoetentatiouB charities, before, daring, 
and after the siege, have ever been un- 
bounded), meet and listen to his prayers 
and utterances. Some of these are sound 
and good; but when the jarring chord 
vibrates in his mind, they become incoherent 
and fatally fiedse, for the point on which 
his bndn reels is that he thinks he is a 
personal manifestation of Christ, the Son, 
of God. There is no delusion too strange 
to be communicated to kindred tempera^ 
mente. A few weak individuals here and 
there have been found believing this sickly 
dream. But the whole thing having been 
kept quiet, had long lost all public interest, 
and was sinking into oblivion — scarcely an 
ember remained, — ^when a correspondent in 
an English journal has taken up the subject, 
and of a last dying spark has make wild- 
fire which is running the round of the 
papers in France and in England as a grand 
novelty, an awful blasphemy, a spreading 
heresy ! The Protestante of Paris are surely 
the best judges of the wisest mode of deal- 
ing with one of their members on whom 
this great affliction has fallen ; and the most 
judicious medical and pastoral advice has 
always been that the least possible ado should 
be made about the matter, that it should be 
allowed to wear itself out. Even when the 
venerated man has presented himself in a 
public prayer-meeting, of two perils the least 
has been judged to be that of not expelling 
him, and of allowing him to psay if he 
stood up. His mind has never (to our 
knowledge) wandered on these occasions^ 
and as but few people know of his mental 
delusion, no notice has been taken. We 
believe this to be the strictly tme and com- 
mon-sense view of the- case, and we regret 
more than we can express that we are 
foieed by ths indncBeel aitsds in a- eon* 



40 



EYAKOELICAL CBBdffSESDOU. 



Vf^braarj l^WW. 



temporary to mention facts which have 
caused imtold sorrow to the family and the 
Church, which have been hitherto kept, 
as is usual in cases of mental malady, as far 
as possible in the background of a delicate 
privacy. 

WEEK OF prater: AFRICAN MISSIONS. 

In some parts, and particularly in Nimes, 
the Week of Prayer seems to have been 
attended with real blessing. In Paris the 
attendance was not very numerous, but the 



Ordination in the Oratoire of two mission- 
aries for Africa attracted a laige audience 
and excited much interest on one of the 
evenings. Since then, the news has been 
received of the successful missionary journey 
of M. OoUlard ameng tribes thus newly visited, 
and of the awful thunderstorm which pros- 
trated a congregation in Morijah, when the 
lightning struck the little daughter of Eug. 
CazaliB dead in the church. 



BELGIUM. 



LABOURS AMONG THE LOWLT. 

Large numbers of masons whose homes 
are in the district of Nivelles spend the week 
in Brussels, and herd together in logementSj 
where they are visited from time to time by 
our Bible reader. These visits have already 
yielded fruit. Our agent is often heartily 
welcomed, and many of the men 'have pur- 
chased New Testaments or Bibles. Among 
the brickmakers also he finds access, gather- 
ing them together sometimes in the middle of 
the day for fifteen or t^'enty minutes to sing 
a hymn and to speak to them of the love of 
Christ. At one of these brickmakers' camps 
are two men who have been converted, and 
who are highly esteemed by their comrades. 

At Morville, a small town near the French 
frontier, a station is in process of formation, 
and only needs an evangelist who can reside 
there in order to form a most hopeful field. 
Our Bible reader from Brussels and another 
from Charleroi go there on alternate Sundays, 
and hold meetings and visit among the people. 
During the summer and early autumn the 
services took place in the open air, as there is 
at present no room in which the people can 
assemble except one, far too low and too 
small, in a private house. It is intended to 
hire and fit up a bam for the purpose, for it 
would be sad to see so promising a work 
suffer for want of a locale. Among the most 
attentive hearers are two men, one of whom 
was an awful swearer and the other a drunk- 
ard. Both are now changed men, as all their 
friends are ready to testify. Among the per- 
sons present some time since, was a man who 
had walked five leagues (thirteen miles) in 
order to hear the Gospel. Tracts were given 
him at the time of the Franco- Qerman War, 
and the reading of these led him to purchase 
a Bible, and thus he had been brought to 
embrace the truth. He has already been the 
means of one conversion. 

THE PRIESTS AND THE PEOPLE. 

The priests are, of course, greatly annoyed 



at this entrance of Protestantism into a part 
of the country where it was quite unknown 
until within the last year or so. Our agent 
recounts a singular instance of their intoler- 
ance, leading, however, to happy results* 
" The sister of one of the people attending 
our services was about to be married, and 
asked her brother to be one of the witnesses. 
He objected, on the ground that his doing so 
would probably create difiiculty. As his 
sister insisted, he yielded, and, after the civil 
ceremony had been performed at the mayor's^ 
the party proceeded to the church. As soon 
as the priest saw our friend he went up to 
him and said, ' You cannot be a witness in 
this case.' *Why?* 'Because your testi- 
mony has no longer any value in the eyes 
of the Church.' < But, M. le Curd, I was one 
of the witnesses at the mairie' The priest^ 
in a great rage, ordered him to leave the 
church, adding that he should not allow him 
to put his name on the register. Our friend 
replied, ' I don't care a fig for your register, 
but the church is a public building, and I 
shall not leave until the ceremony is over.^ 
This took place on the Saturday. On the 
following day the whole party came to our 
meeting." 

Another of our agents, M. Ducart, of 
Frameries, writes as follows : '^ Last month I 
was called to visit a Roman Catholic family 
who have been reading the Bible for twenty- 
years. The father came one day, through 
curiosity, to our service. He thought it was 
a kind of meeting presided over by a free- 
thinker. The joy he felt was only equalled 
by his astonishment when he heard his much- 
loved Bible read and explained. The priast 
from H. has been calling on some of our 
families, and telling them that a church and 
a school are about to be built. This an- 
nouncement did not produce the desired 
effect The people said, * It was not for the 
sake of playing a sort of comedy that we left 
your Church, and we are fully determined not 



Vabruarr 1, 1879.] 



KTAKOBLICAL GHRI8TBND0M, 



41 



to retnn). We are now attached to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ' The members of our 
new station at B. are increasingly delighted 



with the truth.'' — Evangelical Continental 
Societies Circular, 



ITALY. 



PAPAL POLICY. 

The Osservatore Romano publishes a letter 
&om the Pope to the Archbishop of Cologne, 
in which he says that from the commence- 
ment of his pontificate he desired peace 
between princes, peoples, and the f Church. 
He adds: ^We have turned our thoughts 
in preference towards the noble German 
nation, but Gbd alone knows whether the 
work is near being crowned with success." 
The Pope declares that he shall continue in 
the same path he has hitherto pursued, and 
he then makes an appeal to the German 
bishops, enjoining them to obey all laws 
that are not contrary to faith. His Holiness, 
in conclusion, says : " We must pray God 
to lead the noble and powerful Emperor of 
Germany, and the personages at his side, to 
show proofs of more disposition towards good- 
will" 

A PAPAL ENOTGLICAL. 

The Pope has issued to all the bishops an 
Encyclical Letter, in which he discusses at 
great length the conditions of the Church, 
the Papacy, and society, much in the vein of 
his predecessor, Pius ix. The Latin text 
occupies seven columns of the Osservatore 
Bomano, 

THE PRESS Ain> THE PAPACY. 

A new paper is about to be started, under 
the auspices of the Vatican, in seven different 
languages. The present clerical papers of 
Bome are simply roseate chronicles of every- 
thing concerning the Pope, and whoever 
happens to be one of the reigning ecclesiastical 
favourites. The Osservatore and Voce della 
Veritd always take it for granted that the 
Vatican is a sealed tomb to everybody but 
themselves. Foreign correspondents have to 
run the gauntlet of a series of contradictions 
before facts which they have gleaned are 
recognized by these papers as even possible. 
Not a word appears in their columns about 
things really occurring in what may be 
described as the '* Palace of Gossip." The 
revolt of the Sv^iss Guards, the return of 
Curci, the attempt to poison Leo xiil, the 
Minoccheri scandal, and everything else of 
any importance, were found out principally 
by English correspondents. II Mondo Cat- 
tolico will, it is said, treat Roman Catholic 
subjects in a <* liberal and unsectarian" 
spirit 



CARDINAL FERRIERI 

has been made Secretary of Briefs, 
vice Asquini, deceased. On this the cor- 
respondent of the Standard remarks : ''All 
the great offices at the Vatican are thus 
held by the Liberal school of cardinals. 
The Secretary of Briefs is a very influential 
officer. The Jesuit cardinals are alarmed 
and disgusted at this appointment." 

FREE ITALIAN CHURCH. 

An interesting letter has been addressed 
to the friends in this country of the Free 
Italian Church by the Bev. J. R. McDougalL 
He states that the marked feature of the 
meeting of the General Assembly of the 
Church was the peace and concord that pre- 
vailed. " All the reports given in," he goer'^ "nrj^; 
on to say, ''showed progress. Shortly after that ^ ' ' 
I presided in Rome at the solemn re-opening 6S ^«- 
the College of the Free Italian Church, witE" ^^ ; 
sixteen students, other three studying p^ 
Bently under one of our evangelists in the ^'^ v 
South. Thereafter I had a run to the ex-^ 
treme south of Italy, and spent ten days ^ ' > 
among the young native churches of Bari, 
Grumo, Mottola, Taranto, Rocco Imperiale, 
etc. I was greatly delighted with my visit. 
How white the fields are unto harvest, when 
once we have a number of able and devoted 
evangelists to send out ! At Rocca 300 per- 
sons listened to me attentively for two hours, 
and among them were all the authorities and 
town councillors and heads of families. The 
whole town is for the Gospel. The second 
meeting of the Intermissionary Conference, 
of which I am president, was held in my 
study two weeks ago. The various heads of 
Italian missions discussed a variety of sub- 
jects in a most brotherly way, lunched and 
dined with us, and in the evening we invited 
all the evangelists of Florence and other 
friends to salute the brethren of the Con- 
ference. Is not this progress ? You will be 
glad to hear that the Government, through 
its Ministry of Education, lately voted an 
annual grant of 300fr. to the schools in 
Rome of the Free Italian Church, and we 
hope their promise will soon be redeemed of 
granting recognition to the Free Italian 
Church as a moral corporation capable of 
holding funds and property in its own name 
and for evangelistic purposes. It was pro. 
mised us at the re-opening of Parliament, bat 
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you will have noticed tibat a change of Min- 
istry has taken place, which will canae 
delay* I preached and presided on Wednes- 
day of last week in Genoa, at the ordination 
of a young minister for Cyprus, and took 
occasion to visit the church at Turin and to 
inspect the Desanctie Schools^ now under our 
charge, and also to spend a day at Milan, 
where such an extension of our work has 
taken place that, notwithstanding the low 
state of our funds, we have heen obliged to 
hire a second place of worship, in which I 
preached to 300 people. As one of a depu- 
tation of ten foreign residents in Florence, I 
had the pleasure lately of receiving the 
young King and Queen of Italy on their 
arrival at the station here, and dso of con- 
versing with them at the Pitti Palace on the 
following day. Nothing could exceed their 
frankness and courtesy. The Queen spoke to 
me in excellent English, without the slightest 
foreign accent The Khig was greatly pleased 
when, in his own tongue, I informed him 
that I had had the pleasure, seventeen years 
ago, of similarly receiving his great father at 
the station when he paid his first visit to 
Florence as King of Italy ; that every Lord's- 
day these twenty-one years we had prayed 
for the King, and now for the Queen of 
Italy, for their son and their advisers, and 
for the whole body of the people ; and also 
that one of the first acts of his reign had been 
to affix his signature to the royal decree 
transferring the property in which we wor- 
shipped and dwelt to the Free Church of 
Scotland." 

FREE CHURCH ETANOELIZ^TION. 

The four agents in connection with this 
Church supported by the Evangelical Con> 
tinental Society — Pastors Conti, in Rome; 
Borgia, in Milan ; Logomarsino, in Florence ; 
and Bracchetto, in Naples — ^report additions 
to their several churches. In Florence, the 
meetings in St. Jacopo are numerously at- 
tended, and in November last five natives 
and one foreigner were admitted to the Lord's 
Supper. In Home several most interesting 
cases of conversion have occurred. In Milan, 
so great has heexi the success attending the 
labours of Signer Boxgia in St. Simone Church, 



that Signoi Contini has been iqipointed by 
the Evangelization Committee to come to 
Milan and labour in a distant quarter of the 
city. A room capable of holding 200 per- 
sons has been secured near the Porta Gktri- 
baldi, and here it is hoped that Signer C. 
will gather a good congregation and also a 
large Sunday-school. At Fara Novarese at- 
tempte have been made by Signer Borgia to 
hire a haU for pubUc woraMp, but the pxiesta 
were too strong for him. He has, however, 
arranged to hold occasional services in a room 
of a private house. Frequent visits to Fara 
Novarese, and much discussion in the news- 
papers, have rendered this step advisable. 
Indeed, there is much hope that a church 
will be formed here at no distant date. 

GOULD MEMORIAL HOME AND SCHOOLS. 

There was a large gathering of English and 
American friends of the Gould Memorial 
Home and Schools in Rome, to witness the 
last diatribution of prizes to the children for 
their year's work. This institution has now 
been one year in the new house, YiUino No. 
I, Via Magenta, to which it was removed 
from the centre of the city. The inmates, all 
of whom are orphan and destitute children of 
Italy, number forty boys and girls, and many 
applications have to be refused for want of 
room and funds. Ten girls and six boys have 
left the institution during the past year, 
several of whom have done the greatest credit 
to their training and education. The Ameri- 
can Consul-Qeneral was to have taken the 
chair, but was unable. A letter containing a 
warm tribute of praise to the memory of the 
late Mrs. Gould, and enclosing a cheque 
from him, was read by the English Chaplain 
of Rome, who acted in his absence. The 
children recited both in Italian and French, 
and sang. After the speeches were over, and 
the prizes given, tea was served in the com* 
mittee-room, where specimens of the boya^ 
printing (in the Gould Home Press) and of 
the girls* needlework were exhibited. The 
excellent arrangements of the house, and the 
neatness and order of all the surroundings, 
were the subject of general remark and warm, 
approval by the visitors. 



GERM A NY. 



[From our own Correspondentl 

, Prussia, Jan. 16, 1879. 

APFonmcxzrEs to thb bufbbmb consistobt. 

I am able to begin my first letter in the 

new year with a faet which has cauaed great 

flaftisfiLCtion in all leligioai drcka. Two of 



the Court Chaplains, Dr. Eogel and Dr. Bear, 
have been appointed members of the Supreme 
CoiudstcHry at Berlin. The importance of the 
fact is equally recognized by friends and foes. 
Four leaders will remember that it was said 
a few months ago that Dr. Falk was to retlM 
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fiom office OB account of his oppoBition to 
these appointments. Now thej Irore taken 
place, and the Minister is still in office. The 
Supreme Consistory had, imder the presi- 
dencj of Mr. Hermanni sought and found 
airport abnoBt entirely from the ''Middle 
Party." The election for the synods had 
given a majority to the Lutherans and the 
** Positive XJnion" Party, which, notwith- 
standing many differences, always co-operated 
against the '^ Liberals " and the Middle Party 
for the independence of the Church and the 
purity of Christian doctrine. It is a well- 
known fact that the two attempts on the 
Emperor's life oj^ned the eyes of many to 
the conclusion that religious principles ought 
to be more widely disseminated among the 
people, and that the Emperor himself espe- 
cially wished to strcDgthen religious influences. 
It was his desire, therefore, to see two of his 
Court Chaplains members of the highest 
ecclesiastical body. These two men are in 
reality the leading men of the Positive U^ion 
Party. Their appointment will not only 
formally change the majority in the Supreme 
Consistory by transferring it from the Middle 
Party to that of the Positive Union, but it 
will especially secure to the latter party a 
greater moral influence, as it is represented 
in the Church Government by a man of the 
great abilities of Dr. Kogel. For these very 
reasons it seems that Dr. Falk opposed the 
appointments. He deserves credit for having 
dropped this opposition at last, as he has 
shown thereby that, as the representative of 
the State, he does not wish to exercise an un- 
due influence on internal Church questions. 
The Liberal press is much dissatisfied. While 
some papers find a consolation in the con- 
sideration that it was better for Dr. Falk to 
give way on one point in order to preserve 
his valuable activity to the country on more 
important questions, others think that he 
would have done better to leave his place 
voluntarily at the present time, before he is 
sacrificed in order to make peace with Rome. 
The affair was mentioned the other day in 
the House of Deputies, but very few words 
were said about it. Dr. Falk maintained 
absolute silence, and thereby once more 
acknowledged that the State ought not to 
exerdse an influence on internal Church 
questions. A Conservative Deputy took the 
opportunity to say that great satisfaction was 
felt at these appointments. The policy of 
Minister Falk in school questions created, 
from the beginning, uneasiness in all religions 
cizdea, and has caused all the pastors in the 
diatzict of Marisnwerder to abdicate as school 



inspectors. The diminutioa of religions 
lessons, and especiaUy the combination of 
Roman Catholic and Protestant children in 
undenominational schools, is felt as injurious 
to the religious life of the nation, and a 
change in this policy would be gladly wel- 
comed ; but a great change for the better has 
already taken place, when a truly evangelical 
influence has obtained the upper hand in the 
Church Government. With reference to tho 

STRUOaLB WITH ROME, 

nothing new has occurred. The Pope has 
addressed a letter to Archbishop Melchers, in 
which he expresses the hope that more be- 
nignant intentions would prevail with the 
Prussian Government. He says that the 
Catholics would gladly obey the laws, in so 
far as they are not opposed to their consciences. 
These words have been greatly commented 
upon ; but I suppose too much value is at- 
tached to them. The Roman See will never 
give way in principle, and both parties from 
time to time find it well to declare this. At 
the same time, there can be no doubt that the 
negotiations for a practical understanding are 
going on, and only the great difficulty of the 
case makes the progress rather slow. 

A I7EW COUBT CHAPLAIN. 

The senior of our Court Chaplains, Mr. von 
Hengstenberg, has asked the Emperor to 
appoint for him a yoang and active successor. 
The venerable old man retains his office, but 
has renounced all its emoluments in order to 
render this possible. Mr. Schrader, hitherto 
pastor of the German Evangelical Church at 
the Hague, in the Netherlands, has been 
appointed Court Chaplain. He is a man of 
truly evangelical views, and will fully co- 
operate with his coUeageSb 

THB CHRISTIAN WORKINa KEN^B PABT7 

IB going on, doing its work regularly. It is 
to the advantage of the Party that there is no 
excitement about elections just now. The 
Party meets regularly, and the fact that a 
great number of people belonging to the 
working classes are thus brought under the 
influence of the Gospel is very satisfactory. 

MR. SCHRAMM 

has published an open letter, in which he 
informs the public that he wishes no appeal 
against the decision of the Consistory of the 
Province of Brandenburg. He says that he 
will not submit to an examination of his 
orthodoxy by the Supreme Consistory, and 
that he prefers to remain at Bremen. In 

ST. mark's church, BERLIN, 

the deficiency caused by the falling off of fees 
for religious acts has become so great, that the 
parochial connoil proposed to diaoontinne thA 
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services. However, this was sot done, as the 
pastors, in a veiy generous way, said that 
they would exercise their offices even if they 
received no pay. It is highly necessary that 
Church funds should soon be raised. 

THB FRU68IAK BIBLE SOCIETY 

circulated 89,004 Bibles and 19,953 New 
Testaments in the year 1877. The British 
and Foreign Bible Society has certainly done 
more, as it issued in Qermany 448,808 copies, 



which is about four times as many ; but the 
Prussian Bible Society is also a blessing to 
our nation. 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER 

was again observed at Berlin as in former 
years. Every night two meetings were held 
at different parts of the city, and were very 
well attended. The Empress was again 
present on several occasions. 



TURKEY. 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF A "BELOVED PHYSICIAN." 



From a Constantinople Correspondent.] 
On the morning of Sunday, December 1, 
there died at Pera, Julius M. Millingen, M.D., 
Personal and Court Physician to his Majesty 
the Sultan, aged seventy-eight. The funeral 
of this distinguished member of the British 
community took place the following day ; and 
the Chapel of the Dutch Legation, in which 
the service was held, was completely filled by 
an audience embracing eminent individuals 
from all classes of society, among whom the 
medical friends of the deceased formed a con- 
siderable proportion. On the following Lord's- 
day, December 8, the Rev. Dr. A. Thomson 
preached in the Dutch Chapel from 1 John v. 
4 : *' This is the victory which overcometh 
the world, even our faith.^' On concluding 
his discourse, the preacher referred in the 
following terms to the loss the congregation 
had sustained. 

The divine principle which we have thus 
endeavoured to illustrate was finely exempli- 
fied, both in its struggle and in its triumph, 
in the history of an honoured office-bearer of 
this congregation, whom the Lord has recently 
taken to himself — a man eminent in many 
respects, as a professional man, an archssolo- 
gist, and a scholar. 

Julius Michael Millingen was^^bom in Lon- 
don, July 19, 1800. His family was of 
Dutch extraction, his grandfather having re- 
moved from Holland to London about 1750. 
His father was an eminent archceologist, but 
though a Protestant, he sent young Julius for 
his education to Roman Catholic institutions 
at Pans and Rome, the natural result of 
which was that on returning to England his 
sympathies and views all inclined him to the 
Church of Rome. Hence, when sent to a 
school in Hertfordshire, kept by a minister 
of the Church of England, for a time he at- 
tended no place of public worship. He then 
entered the University of Edinburgh to study 



was a time when the Sptrit of Ood was 
raising up men within the time-honoured 
Church of the Covenanters to contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and to proclaim the doctrines of re- 
generation and redemption by faith in Jesus 
Christ, which a cold sceptical age had branded 
as fanaticism. Our friend seefns to have 
profited not a little by the ministry of some 
of those men ; but it was reserved for an old 
soldier, who had served in the American 
War, in the little town of Callander, not 
only to remove all hesitation as to his choice 
between the rival creeds of Rome and Pro- 
testantism, but to lead him as an humble 
believer to the feet of Jesus for pardon and 
peace. Soon afterwards the Greek war of 
independence broke out ; and at the express 
wish of his father, as well as led by his own 
impulses in favour of humanity and civil 
liberty, he offered his services to the Greek 
Committee in London in 1823, and was sent 
the same year to Greece, where he joined 
Lord Byron, and was soon after appointed 
Surgeon-in-Chief to the Greek army. We 
cannot enter into the details of that eventful 
period, but we may observe that in all his 
notices of Lord Byron we see the utterances 
of a Christian mind, which lamented the 
errors of that extraordinary man, while 
warmly admiring the wondrous gifts he pos- 
sessed, as well as his many amiable qualities. 
He attended Lord Byron on his death-bed in 
1824, and then, after little more than a 
yearns experience of that desperate and savage 
war, threw himself, with the Greek garrison, 
into the fortress of Neo Castro, or Navarino, 
and on their capitulation to Ibrahim Pasha 
in 1825, was forced by that Prince to enter 
his service. After some time he procured his 
release, and proceeding to Broosa, settled 
there for a time, but not long after removed 
to this capital [Constantinople]. His eminent 



medicine. It was a time of literary splendour medical skill soon attracted notice, and he 
in the Scottish capital ; but it was more. It > was appointed Private and Court Physician 
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to Mahmondy the then reigning Sultan — an 
office which he held with each of Mahmond's 
eucceesors down to the time of his decease. 
Along with this position of high responsibility 
and honourable distinction, he was greatly 
esteemed by all classes of the community for 
the soundness of his judgment, his sterling 
worth of character, the elegance of his man- 
ners, and the extent and accuracy of his in- 
formation ; whilst, from his sympathy and his 
ana£fected piety, he was prized in many a 
household as '* the beloved physician." Just 
thirty-two years ago I had the privilege of 
forming his acquaintance in 1846, about the 
time of his marriage with Miss La Fontaine, 
the lady whose devoted piety sustained and 
developed his own, and who now mourns an 
affectionate husband. Soon afterwards I at- 
tended a meeting at which he was called to 
preside, the object of which was to explain 
the circumstances which had rendered indis- 
pensable the formation of an independent 
Protestant Armenian Church. Since that 
time I have ever known him as the friend of 
civil and religious liberty, and ready to em- 
brace in Christian fellowship all who loved 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In the struggle of 
the Bulgarians for ecclesiastical independence 
he took the warmest interest, and was of 
eminent service to the cause, believing it to 
be an indispensable step towards spiritual 
regeneration. Along with other members of 
the Turkish Branch of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, he ui^ed on the leaders of that move- 
ment the desirableness of their acknowledg- 
ing the Scriptures as the only rule of faith, 
and of introduciug certain reforms into their 
Church service; but they either hesitated 
themselves, or withheld their consent, on the 
ground that the people were not prepared for 
such a step. Not long afterwards Dr. Mil- 
lingen was chosen PreRident of the Branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance in this capital, 
and as such he gave us in earlier years the 
benefit of his presence and counsel in many 
important negotiations. 

He was deeply interested in the evangeliza- 
tion of all the races of Turkey; and on 
returning from repeated visits to Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, and Albania, in 1863 and sub- 
sequent years, I found none so well ac- 
quainted as he with the state of those pro- 
vinces, or better prepared to appreciate the 
measures which it seemed advisable to adopt 
for their regeneration. Nor was his sym- 
pathy confined to the Christians ; in proof of 
which I need only say that quite recently, 
in addition to other efforts for the Moslem 
refugees^ he was ready to undertake the at- 



tendance on a hospital that was to be opened 
for their use at Scutari, at the expense of 
the Compassionate Fund. 

In 1867 he became one of the founders of 
the Evangelical Union Church, holding its 
services, by favour of the Dutch Legation, in 
this chapel, and was ever after a warm sup- 
porter and office-bearer of the congregation, 
the principles of which entirely hannonized 
with his own, and to which he had the 
privilege of having one of his sons minister 
as pastor for some years. 

The great fire of 1870 — an event long to be 
remembered in this dty — marks a stage in his 
spiritual experience. He had then reached 
the threescore years and ten, and his nervous 
temperament was powerfully affected by the 
shock of the conflagration, in which his own 
and the lives of his family were exposed to 
imminent danger, and in which he lost not 
only much valuable household property, but 
also two works in manuscript intended for 
the press, the loss of which we may all 
equally regret. But by thus loosening his 
hold on earthly things, shaking the frail tene- 
ment of clay, and disappointing, it may be, 
the reasonable hope of literary distinction, 
the Lord weaned him from a passing world 
and drew him closer to Himself, to find his 
happiness, his strength, comfort, life itself, 
in fellowship with Christ. The result was 
strikingly exhibited in his last illness, to the 
delight of his friends, who knew him as an 
humble and sincere believer, but who were 
scarcely prepared — so modest and undemon- 
strative was his nature — to find him pos- 
sessed of so distinct a hold of divine truth, 
and such blessed joy and peace in believing ; 
and with the Word of God dwellmg in him 
so richly as the well-spring of hope and con- 
solation. 

It was no ordinary privilege to be with 
such a man in life's closing hours. Not a 
murmur escaped his lips, but he repeatedly 
asked me to offer thanks for divine goodness, 
and especially for the domestic happiness 
with which he was encircled. On my ask- 
ing how long he had enjoyed the steady 
faith and peace in Jesus he then possessed, 
he related the circumstances of his conver- 
sion I have already mentioned, and assured 
me that from that time he had ever main- 
tained, amid the carelessness of a medical 
student's life and the recklessness and 
dangers of the Greek campaign, that divine 
spark of faith ; and he pointed out to me a 
small collection of prayers and meditations, 
which, he said, had been his companion ever 
since, and had been to him of eminent 
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BOTice. On one occasion, when repeating 
to him Horn. v. 7-10, "Ah, yes," said 
he, " it is all of free grace ! " At my last 
inteiriew, I felt that his faith was stronger 
than my own, and could not but see and 
express on that occasion the fulfilment of 
the promise, "As thy day, so shall thy 
strength be." And so, amid not a little 
suffering, he passed away in peace and hope, 
to be for ever with the Lord. 

No one who knew our departed friend 
with any degree of intimacy could fail to 
observe that he was no ordinary man. 
Possessed of vigorous faculties, which he 
carefully cultivated, and of a wide range 
of information, he had formed definite 
opinions on almost eveiy topic, and on 
many entertained strong convictions, from 
which it was not easy to move him, and 
which he was prepared to defend with 
intelligent argument. Hence the import- 
ance of the testimony of such a man to 
the simple truth of the Gospel. 

Some of his last words will be heard with 
interest. Some years ago, on excavating at 
Kavak, he discovered the ancient temple 
of Jupiter Ourius, and also a Byzantine 



inscription within the arms of a 
" Light of Christ, shine on all." Galling 
one of his sons to him, he bequeathed the 
stone to the Greek Syllogos — a Greek 
literary and archsaological society in this 
city — and then added : " Ever since I took 
my stand on the side of liberty, this inscrip- 
tion was my prayer. The clouds were then 
very thick, but I have lived to see the 
mountain-tops receive the first ruddy glow 
of that blessed light I have seen Greece 
liberated ; and events in European Turkey 
show that Christ's light is dispelling 
the night of Mohammedanism. In Asia, 
too, I see the same. Afghanistan, that 
centre of fanaticism, is broken into. The 
cause of Christ must triumph. Moham- 
medanism is effete. The inscription over 
the Kavak Castle represents the Cross 
riding over the Crescent ; it is emblematic, 
it is prophetic. Let it be put on my tomb- 
stone. But not only Mohammedan dark- 
ness' do I long the light of Christ should 
dispel; I pray it may also shine on the 
native Christian churches, shrouded, alas ! 
in a dark veil of ignorance and sux>erstition. 
This is my dying prayer." 



AMEEICA. 



laSBIOVS AKD THE BBITIBH 7B0TEGT0RATE 

IN ASIA lONOB. 

Secretary N. G. Clark, d.d., of the Ameri- 
can Board, whose recent visit to London must 
be fresh in the memory of our readers, a few 
weeks since delivered an address in Boston, 
in the course of which he said : '^ You know 
that marvellous Providence (I think you all 
understand it as such, and I am sure it will 
seem more marveUous in ages to come), which, 
during this late war in the Turkish empire, 
singled out — ^not Hersegovina, nor Bosnia, 
nor Bulgaria — ^but Asia Minor, where we 
have done most for the cause of missions, 
where we have planted most churches, where 
we have been sending in our sons and 
daughters for sixty years past; and com- 
mitted it to the care of Protestant England. 
We can judge of this Providence more calmly 
than the English can. We can look at it 
jfxee from the bias of political feeling, simply 
from the Christian standpoint; and it be- 
oomes to us one of the great events in the 
history of the Church that Russia should have 
been called in to break down the political 
power of laUon, eet fourteen millions of 
people free from Moslem tyranny, and then 
mit that part which has engaged most of the 
mjetf most of the aympi^yy most of the 



efforts of American Christians under the pro- 
tection of Protestant England. And for what ? 
That the work begun there may go forward 
to completion, that the lands of the Bible 
may illustrate the glory of the Gospel of 
Christ. One of onr objects in going to Eng- 
land was to solicit aid from British Christians 
— not to do our work ; we wish to do all we 
have done and more too, to meet the pressure 
of the hour and the opportunities on every 
hand. We ask them not to help us do our 
work, but to supplement our work, to meet 
the necessities of the struggling Protestant 
communities that have been taxed and re- 
taxed, and overtaxed, and well-nigh taxed to 
death, that have suffered from prostration of 
business, and to the last degree from the evils 
of war. We would have British Christians 
aid these communities to secure for them- 
selves much-needed church edifices, and the 
advantages of education for their children; 
in short, help them to tide over the present 
distress. We would say to them. There is 
no need of any other missionary societies; 
our machinery is complete. Just supple- 
ment our work. We could ask this with the 
better graee, in view of the fact that the 
American Board has spent five millions of 
dollazB on English dependencies in India 
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and in Africa, and because every dollar we 
aak will tend to develop the people, to bring 
them forward the sooner, and make the poli- 
tdfial reforms contemplated by Great Britain 
a saccess. Our first work was to secnre the 
endorsement of names well known and 
honoured among British Christians. They 
were readily given. Among others may be 
mentioned that of Lord Lawrence, late Go- 
vemor-General of India ; that of the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, so long and honourably con- 
nected with the leading Evangelical agencies 
of Great Britain ; and last of dl in the order 
of time, the name of Lord Stratford de Red- 
diffe — a man to whom Turkey is more in- 
debted than to any other for the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty. Oar visit to his 
country seat, and our reception by him, will 
be the memory of a lifetime. To see this 
man — bom before Napoleon Bonaparte was 
heard of, before the administration of Wash- 
ington, who came to this country in 1820 to 
negotiate a treaty with John Quincy Adams, 
who was sent as Minister to Bussia in 1624, 
and to Turkey in 1825, and was there almost 
continuously from 1841 to 1856 — ^a man who 
at ninety-two is keenly alive to the issues of 
the day, and is still using his pen — as in a 
late number of the Nineteenth Century, telling 
of Greece fifty years ago ; — to see this man was 
worth going across the ocean, sea sickness and 
all. Feeling that we were on the ' King's 
buBiness/ and that we might represent the 
constituency of the Board, we sought an in- 
terview with the Gbvemment, with the 
Marquis of Salisbury, to lay before him what 
we were doing, and to ask his countenance 
and co-operation. He met us cordially, and 
we left him feeling that we should have the 
countenance and support of the Government. 
Asia Minor and the valley of the Euphrates, 
where our mission work has been done, and 
for which this protectorate now exists, are a 
political necessity for Great Britain, as a 
pathway to India, and England has given 
bonds to Europe and to Christendom that she 
will protect that region. Scattered all the 
way from the Bosphorus to the Tigris are 
three hundred central points at which we 
have introduced our schools and churches. 
Fmm Constantinople are going out eight 
thousand copies a week of our Christian 
newspapers, in four different languages ; doing 
more to form public opinion than all other 
agendea put together. We have done a work 
alfio for women, for the moral enfranchise- 
ment of women in that land, that is telling 
Tipon the whole population. Changes are 
goiog on; Turkish paahas aze viuting our 



schools, attending ^public 'examinationBy and 
saying to the young men, 'Go on with 
your education. We shall want you in the 
public service.' And may it not be with 
Turkey as with Italy ? We have seen Italy 
reformed, changed, and made over, as it 
were, quite contrary to the traditions and 
spirit of the Papacy, and yet remaining 
nominally a Catholic country. So Turkey 
may be reformed and brought largely under 
the influence of a Christian civilization, while 
still nominally under a Moslem government. 
Indeed, Turkish doctors are coming to see 
that they can interpret the Koran in keeping 
with the spirit of the modem time. We 
may escpect such changes under English in- 
fluence ; and already reforms are begun such 
as we could hardly have anticipated six 
months ago. The work will be slow, but 
still it must go on. It is for us, by the in- 
troduction of the Gospel and the moral forces 
centring in it, to co-operate with our English 
friends in the moral regeneration of this part 
of the world; and we feel hopeful of the 
result." 

THE ETE AND THE BAND OF CMBAR. 

The Rev. C. P. McCarthy was a Uni- 
versalist minister. Charges were presented 
against him, and the New York State Con- 
vention of UniversaliBts expelled him from 
its membership. Thereupon Mr. McCarthy 
brought a suit in the civil court for action, 
restoring him to his former position. Judge 
Barrett, after hearing the case, granted a pe- 
remptory writ of mandamus, commanding the 
committee of the Convention which cast him 
out, immediately to meet and restore him to 
his former pri^eges and standing. This is 
complained of by some religious journalists of 
America as " the civil court's undertaking to 
run the churches," as ^an outrage, bold, 
naked, indisputable," and so on. The Bos- 
ton Congregationaliet expresses its dissent 
from these writers in the following terms: 
''If we understand the matter, the civil 
courts are the guardians of all rights, as well 
inside as outside of the churches. So that 
Mr. McCarthy was at perfect liberty to ask 
this court to review his case, and tiie court 
had a perfect right to review it, to ascertain 
whether the trial and excision had been fairly 
conducted on the principles and rules laid 
down by the body to cover its action in such 
cases. Had it found them so, it would have 
disnusaed the petition, on the ground that, 
however right or wrong, sensible or absurd, 
those principles and roles, in its judgment^ 
might be, the relator, having agreed to abide 
by them, was bound by ^eir action when 
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fairly reached, and must submit to the pame. 
We understand, however, that Judge Bar- 
rett saw, or thought he saw, that the Con- 
vention, or its committee, did not keep to its 
own rules, but violated them palpably to 
that extent as to render the expulsion illegal 
by them; that Mr. McCarthy had no fair 
hearing, and so on. Assuming now the court 
to be right in its facts, it surely was right in 
this conclusion. And its dedsion, command- 
ing the Convention to restore the expelled 
member, was quite within its power and 
duty. We hope, therefore, that instead of 
' utterly disregarding the mandamus,' as 
some of our contemporaries advise, the Uni- 
versalist Convention, like law-abiding citizens. 



will yield to it at once, and restore Mr. 
McCarthy. Then — if it remain of the opinion 
that he is unfit for membership — let it give 
him a trial so fair and honourable in its 
adherence to its rules, that when again ex- 
pelled, if that be the end, the same judge 
will, by the same rules, justify them and con- 
demn him. It can do the churches no hurt 
to understand that Csesar has his eye on their 
doings, and that appeal to a secular tribunal 
is always possible against injustice within as 
well as against oppression without; while, 
of course, every church, association, or other 
ecclesiastical body, has the understood rights 
while it keeps within its own rules, to expel 
by them a member it deems unworthy." 




rnne Int^Uigente. 



RITUALISM IN THE CTTT OF LONDON. 

!^ The Dean of Arches (Lord Penzance) held 
a Court in a room in the House of Lords on 
the 10th ult., when the case of Sergeant and 
Others v. Dale came on for hearing. It was 
a proceeding under the Public Worship 
Regulation Act, by the churchwardens of 
the joint parish of St. Vedast, Foster Lane, 
and St. Michael-le-Queme, City, against the 
Rev. Thomas Pelham Dale, the Rector. In 
consequence of informality in the proceedings, 
a sentence in a former suit was of no avail. 
Mr. Jeune and Mr. Blakesle^ were counsel 
for the promoters (the churchwardens); the 
defendant did not appear, either personally 
or by proctor. Mr. Jeune having opened the 
case, evidence was given by Mr. Lee, Registrar 
of the Diocese of London and Secretary to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, that the docu- 
ments required under the Act had been sent 
to the Rev. T. P. Dale, addressed to the 
church in Foster Lane by registered letter. 
It was returned unopened, through the Post- 
office, marked '' Refused to be taken in." 
(The packet was now opened in court by 
Lord Penzance and found to contain the 
documents as Mr. Lee had described.) 
William Eirkman, an officer of the Arches' 
Court, spoke to serving a notice of the hear- 
ing on Mr. Dale personally. Directly he 
saw the contents he threw it away, but wit- 
ness left it with him. Mr. John Clifford 
Seigeant, senior churchwarden of the parish 
of St. Vedast, Foster Lane, said he had been 
a parishioner for over thirty years and a 
churchwarden for fourteen years. On Sun- 
days, the 3rd and 10th of February, he at- 
tended the early morning service at half- 



past eight o'clock. The Communion was cele- 
brated by Mr. Dale, the Rector. There were 
two lighted candles on the communion table, 
when it was broad daylight. Mr. Dale wore 
an alb, maniple, chasuble, and a stole. On 
the 3rd of February the chasuble was green 
with a white cross on the back, and on the 
10th white with a red cross. The stole was 
green. Mr. Dale wore a biretta on entering 
and leaving the communion rails. During 
the Prayer of Consecration he stood at the 
centre of the table with his back to the west. 
Witness could not see Mr. Dale either break 
the bread or take the cup into his hands ; nor 
would it be visible to the other persons present. 
Mr. Dale, during the Prayer of Consecration and 
at the words, " This is my body " and " This 
is my blood/' bowed his head down till it was 
level with the communion table, and bent hia 
knees. The breaking of the bread had a 
crisp sound, resembling the cracking of a 
captain's biscuit. He did not see what was 
broken, or its shape. He saw that what was 
given to the communicants was a thin, round 
wafer about the size of a florin. He elevated 
the paten and the cup distinctly above his 
head. During the Absolution and at other 
times Mr. Dale made a cross in the air to- 
wards the congregation. The great bell of 
the church was rung three times at the words, 
'^Do this in remembrance of me." Mr. 
Dale gave directions that that should be 
done. The hymn, " Agnus Dei," was sung 
immediately after the Prayer of Consecration 
on the 10th of February, when the service 
was choral. Upon this evidence, Mr. Robert 
George Morley, another churchwarden, was 
called, and spoke to the mixing of water with 
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theaacramenftal wine/andin other respects con- 
firmed the evidence of the last witness. The 
promoteiB asked for a monition against the 
defendant — Judgment was deferred* 

THB KKW LBCTIONABT. 

The use of the New Lectionary became 
obligatory from the 1st of January. In the 
conrse of a sermon in Westminster Abbey, 
the Dean called attention to the fact. The 
change in this matter, he said, was in itself a 
proof that the Ohnrch was not dead, bat 
living, and was doing its work. The arrange- 
ments were now such as to bring what might 
be called an outline of the whole Bible an- 
nually before the whole congregation, and to 
lead to a more intelligent study of the Scrip- 
tores. There was no more potent instrument 
of public education than a proper selection of 
biblical teaching, introducing to the people 
the most sacred, the most human, and ike 
most divine of all books. The grass might 
wither, the flower might fade, but the Word 
of onr God contained in the best parts of this 
saeted Book would stand for ever. 

THB BISHOP OF UCHFIELD 

was recently appealed to by a number of 
** aggrieved parishioners " of Wolverhampton 
and Smethwick. His lordship, replying to 
the presentments made to him, says he has 
requested that ' the use of lighted candles, 
except for purposes of light, shall be dis- 
continued. He will not make any order as 
to the wearing of the stole. He has re- 
quested that the mixing of water with the 
wine during the administration oi the Holy 
Communion, and the use of circular wafers, 
shall be discontinued ; and he has asked that 
the practice of making the sign of the cross 
towards the communicants in administering 
the bread and wine shall be abandoned. He 
refuses to prohibit the singing of the 
*' Agnus Dei," and certain processions com- 
plained of, or to interfere in several minor 
grievances ; and adds, that he has reason to 
believe that the several incumbents will 
loyally comply with his requirements; and 
he hopes that the complainants, though not 
wholly satisfied, will accept his decision. 

THE BISHOP OF OXFOBD, 

having received a complaint, presented in 
due legal form, against the Rev. T. T. 
Carter, of Clewer, on account of his 
notorious Ritualistic practices, refused to 
give the necessary sanction for judicial pro- 
ceedings being taken against him. An 
application was therefore made, on the 
23rd ult., in the Queen's Bench Division 
of tihe High Court, for a rule for a man- 
damiiBi calling on tiie Bishop to show cause 



why he should not move in the matter. The 
Lord Chief Justice granted a rule to show 
cause, and the question whether this rule shall 
be made absolute will be argued before three 
of the judges of the High Court. 

"COVKNANT SUNDAY" WITH THB 
METHODISTS. 

The first Sabbath in the new year is a 
season of great solemnity with the Methodist 
people, as on that day they ''renew their 
covenant with God.'' Mr. Wesley, in his 
journal for Monday, August 11, 1755, says: 
" We met for the joining in an act of solemn 
covenant at the French Church in Spital* 
fields (now the Wesleyan Chapel). After I 
had recited the tenour of the covenant pro- 
posed in the words of that blessed man, 
Richard Alleine, all the people stood up in 
testimony of asaent, to the number of about 
eighteen hundred persons. Such a night I 
scarce ever saw before. Surely the fruit of 
it shall remain for ever." During Mr. Wesley's 
lifetime these seasons of consecration were 
held frequently, but the opening Sunday 
of the year has since his death been specially 
devoted to that purpose. The service is gene- 
rally held in the afternoon, and is followed 
by the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Every 
loyal Methodist conscientiously endeavours to 
be present at this seicvice ; especially is this 
the case with the parent body in this country, 
and the Methodists of America and the 
colonies. Hundreds of thousands thus gave 
themselves afresh to the Lord and His blessed 
cause on Sunday, January 5th. — Christian 
Signal, 

A DESTITUTE DISTRICT. 

Hackney Wick lies between Old Ford 
and Homerton, and has only recently been 
reclaimed from the marshes. It is bounded 
on the north by the Hackney Marshes, on 
the east by a long line of colour, chemical. 
India-rubber, and sweetstuff factories, and on 
the south by the North Leadon Railway. 
Within this triangle live more than 6,000 
souls, who are mostly without even the sem- 
blance of religion. Through the energy and 
liberality of a few Christian friends, a site 
has been purchased, and an iron mission hall 
has been erected. A minister (the Rev. W. 
H. Booth) has been specially appointed to 
take chaige of the work, and the various ser- 
vices have been held with very hopeful 
results. One of the chief elements contem- 
plated in this mission is its social and tem- 
perance agency. Preparationa are being 
made for the erection of a coffee palace, 
reading and recreation rooms, the establish- 
ment of girls' sewing okaaes, wooding mea's 
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dubs, and the employment of a colporteur. 
Begnlar bonae-to-hoase visitation is being 
vigorously prosecuted, but tbe men are al- 
most inaccessible. Away from bome in tbe 
day-time, tbey are mostly to be found at 
nigbt in tbe public-bouse. About £800 bas 
already been promised; but mucb more is 
required before eitber cbapel, scboul, reading- 
room, or coffee palace can be commenced. 
Services are conducted nearly every evening 
in tbe week. Tbose wbo cannot give tbe 
time to tbis kind of work may wisb to help 
it by contributions. These may be sent to 
W. L. Williams, Esq., 53, Bread Street, 
Cheapside. 

BSADmO FOR BOY& 

Tbe records of our police-courts and other 
annals of crime are continually presenting 
painful evidence of the great degree in which 
juvenile delinquency owes its origin to the 
reading of pernicious periodicals, prepared 
expressly for the young by those who are 
thus poisoning the life of the nation at its 
very source. The Religious Tract Society 
has Tmdertaken to cope with this great evil, 
by furnishing wholesome yet attractive read- 
ing for boys, which may supersede that which 
IB doing so much barm. The first number 
of The Boi/s Own Pofper was issued on the 
18th ult. Two numbers are now before us, 
which are got up in a style that cannot fail 
to be popular with the class for whom they are 
intended. While bearing somewhat of an 
outward resemblance to certain prints which 
they are intended to displace, their contents 
show tbe exercise of not a little skill in judi- 
ciously meeting the demand for that craving 
after the lively, the heroic, and the adven- 
turous, which is BO characteristic of the boy, 
wherever met with. Illustrations abound in 
the Bo^s Ovm Paper, and on its list of nu- 
merous contributorR are enrolled some of the 
most eminent wriiers of the day. The 
prompt and hearty co-operation of ministers 
and parents, schoolmasters and teachers, and 
of the friends of youth generally, is solicited 
by the society, and ought surely to be ac- 
corded to tbis praiseworthy effort. 



The Archbishop of York and 25 bishops 
held ordinations towards the close of the 
year ^422 gentlemen were admitted into 
holy Bl0i. 

From the [Roman] CctthoUc Directory for 
1879, which has just been issued, it ap- 
pears that there are in Qreat Britain at the 
present time 21 archbiebops and bishops of 
the Roman Catholic fisith, 2,175 priests, and 
1|386 churches. These figures show an in- 



crease over the previous year of 39 priests 
and 38 churches. 

The Rev. A. Whitwortb,Vicar of St John's, 
Hammersmith, in a long letter to a member 
of tbe Order of Corporate Reunion, pointing 
out its schismatical character, says that certain 
cleigymen have been consecrated secretiy by 
a Roman Qreek and Armenian prelate, and 
are now re-baptizing and re-confiming mem- 
bers of the Church of England. 

The Islington Clerical Meeting, which is 
held annually, took place on the 14th nit, 
in the Memorial Hall, Islington, tbe attend- 
ance numbering about 350. The Rev. Dr. 
Boultbee presided, in the absence, from indis- 
position, of the Rev. Prebendaiy Wilson, 
Vicar of Islington, and read an opening 
address which had been written by that 
gentleman. The addresses which followed 
were on the " Origin, Destiny, Redemption, 
and Sanctification of Man,** by tbe Rev. J. W. 
Bardsley, Bishop Ryan, Omon Tristram, 
Bishop Perry, Qmon Gkirbett, the Rev. Sir 
£. Bayley, Canon Bell, and others. The 
proceedings, though less exciting than they 
have sometimes been, were also more instruc- 
tive and profitable. 

At the request of the congregation of St. 
James's, Hatcham, the Bishop of Rochester 
insisted upon Mr. M'Coll resigning ; and on 
Sunday, the 5th ult, the choir and the few 
Ritualists who attend the church attempted 
to break up the service, because the officiating 
clergyman knelt at the north side of the com- 
munion table. The Rev. H. A. Walker, for- 
merly a curate of St Alban's, Holbom, was 
inducted as vicar, on the 15th ult. 

The details of the composition of the 
diocesan council of Gloucester and Bristol are 
being arranged. The council is to meet 
annually, and its members are to be elected 
for three years. 

We regret to announce the death, on the 
6th ult^ in his seventy-fifth year, of the Rev. 
W. Curling, for forty-four years the muck- 
esteemed Vicar of St Saviour's, Southwark. 

Mrs. Agnes Vaughan, widow of the Rev» 
Edward Thomas Vaughan, fonnerly Vicar of 
St. Martin's, Leicester, died in that town, a 
few days since, in her 93rd year, having sur- 
vived her husband 49 yean. IThe deceased 
lady leaves four sons, of whom the eldest, 
Edward Thomas, is a Canon of Peterborough, 
and Incumbent of Harpenden, Herts ; the 
second, Charles John (Dr. Vaughan), is Master 
of the Temple; the third, John Luther 
(Gkneral Vaughan), is now in India ; and the 
fourth, David James, is Canon of Peter- 
borough, and Vicar of St. Martin's, Leicester. 
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SPAIN. 

The Kev. Dr. Bale, whose missionary joomeys in Spain began some fifty years ago, has 
lately revisited the Peninsula, and has inspected the stations of the Wesleyan Missionary Society 
in that country, the Balearic Islands, and Portugal. He found congregations well established, 
scbools at work, public feeling on the side of religious liberty, and vital Christianity pbtain- 
ing a lodgment in the bosom of families. Some restrictions as to the manifestation of the 
Protestant religion are still enforced ; but the provincial civil authorities, at least in the large 
towns, are generally liberal and friendly. The supreme Government at Madrid is just now 
reactionary ; but as no Spanish Qovemment has been permanent for the last century, the 
next Cabinet will soon bring a favourable change. MeanwhUe, the work of Gkxi advances. 

STRIA. 

The Board of Directors of the Syrian Protestant College at Beyrout have shown their 
appreciation of the new era of British influence in Syria by a recent vote that after this year 
"aU instruction in the College shall be through the English language,'' and that in the 
Arabic shall be taught only the Arabic grammar, etc. ; in other words, that Arabic shall be 
taught like any other language. '' This remarkable action," says the Foreign Missionary, 
« shows that, in the opinion of the most intelligent men in the country, British influence in 
Syria is hereafter to be not a mere diplomatic, but an all-pervading and controlling power, 
affecting every interest of society." 

The Rev. Youhannah El Karey describes the condition of the people in and around 
Nablous, from which place he writes to Dr. Landels^ as moat deplorable. Missionary tours 
have been rendered impossible by the unsettled state of the country. He has schools, how- 
ever, a Bible-class, and mothers' meetings. ^' Our work is very hard," he continues ; " preach- 
ing the Gospel to hungry people is very trying. It is difficult for them to listen when they 
are hungry. Not a house this summer has been free from illness, so that the people's minds 
are taken up with their misery, and they have no heart to decide on the Lord's side. Still 
we are in great hope of having a few decide and be baptized. Our stock of bismuth and 
quinine is exhausted, so that I cannot help the poor sick people in that way. We are 
exceedingly thankful to you, dear doctor, very thankful, for your unwearying exertions on 
our behalf. Ours is very hanf, up-hill work, we have so many things to discourage us. Our 
boys' school is successful ; we have thirty boys." 

INDIA. 

" A. L. 0. E.," the authoress, writes from her missionary station, Batdla, Punjaub : 
^* At this lonely out-station we see with thankful joy the church of living stones gradually 
rising. Where two years ago (save the catechist's family) a noble Brahmin convert stood 
alone, facing a fierce storm of affliction for Christ's sake, we have now quite a little flock of 
those who confess the Saviour. This has, humanly speaking, been, greatly owing to a school 
for native Christian boys having been established near Batdla — a light shining in a dark 
placel In the last three months we have had six adult baptisms (besides those of children), 
and we are likely soon to have more. In what was a stronghold of bigotry a spirit of 
inquiry has been awakened. We thank God and take courage." " A. L. 0. E." is collecting 
funds for buildiog a church in Batdla, and appeals for help to EngUsh Christians. 

Writing from Darjeeling, the Bev. Wm. Macfarlane, of the Church of Scotland MissioD, 
gives facts which show that the Lord's blessing continues to be poured out on the labours 
of himself and his native assistants in these Himalayan slopes. On two Sundays lately the 
baptisms numbered fifteen in all, including old and young. 

CHINA. 

One of the most efficient and hard-working of our missionary societies is the China 
Inland Mission, founded about thirteen years ago. It issues a monthly magazine, entitled 
China's MiUuma, which contains the journals of its missionaries and other interesting infor- 
mation. From a map of China recently published in this work (the last year's issue of 
which appears in a handsome volume), we learn that the country has been traversed by their 
missionariea in nearly every direction. One narrative contained in the volume is that of 
a journey made by one of the society's missionaries, the Bev. John M'Carthyi right west 
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from Chen-Kiaug, at the month of the Yang-tze-Eiang, through the pTOvinceB of Ha-peh 
and Sy-Chnen, and south and west through Kwei-Chan and Yunnan to Bh&mo, in Burmah« 
Mr. McCarthy describefl his journey in a letter to Mr. T. T. Cooper, the late Political Agent 
at BhUmo, who forwarded it to the Viceroy. Leaving Chen-Kiang in January, 1877, Mr. 
McCarthy went hy steamer and boat to Wan, on the eastern border of Sy-Chuen, finding the 
people everywhere friendly. This friendliness was especially noticeable after passing the 
boundary of Hu-peh, in Sy-Chuen. From Wan, Mr. McCarthy walked across the country 
some 260 miles west, to the prefectural city of Shun-Eing, vidting many walled dtiM, 
towns, and villages by the way. Arrived at Shun-King Fu, Mr. MK)arthy found there was 
a strong feeling against the Roman Catholics, who had been very numerous. Coming upon 
the Yang-tze-Kiang again at Chung-King, Mr. McCarthy found that Mr. Barber was in town. 
Mr. Barber told him that it would be prudent to continue his journey, and Mr. WQaxthj 
went on, walking most of the way, to Ewei-Yang Fu, in the Ewei-Chan province. Wearing 
the Chinese dress, and having nothing strange or novel about him, he had every opportunity 
of mixing freely with the people. Mr. McCarthy states that it would be difficult to picture 
the desolatio;:! of a great put of the Ewei-Chan province in consequence of the many years' 
internal strife. Whole districts have been entirely depopulated, the people being either 
slaughtered or scattered. At Ewei-Yang Fu Mr. McCarthy found the French missionadeB 
very strong, and their converts numerous. Indeed, all through the provinces of Sy-Chuen 
and Ewei-Chan their followers must be reckoned by thousands. They have places of wor- 
ship in all the cities and many of the larger towns, and the missionaries appear to have very 
considerable influence. At the capital of Ewei-Chan there are two cathedrals, and in some 
of the shops crucifixes and other things used in worship may be purchased, which of itself 
would show that their adherents must be numerous. Westwards from Ewei-Yang Fu, deso- 
lation and dilapidation were everywhere met with, the only exception being the district and 
dty of Ngan-Shun Fu. Mr. McCarthy continued to find everything and everybody pleasant 
and agreeable as he continued his journey through Yunnan province. He never found any 
difficulties with officials, and never had to appeal to them for help. He stayed ten days at 
Yunnan Fu, where he met a French missionary, who gave him a glowing account of the 
climate, which he afterwards proved to be correct. It seems to be the most temperate and 
bracing climate he has yet experienced in any part of China. At a later stage of the journey 
he passed through places where numbers of people were carried ofif by a disease resembling 
the plague. Mr. McCarthy seems to have been induced to continue his journey across the 
frontier into Burmah solely on account of the perfect friendliness of officials and people, who 
seem to regard the missionaries as real friends. He was well received even by the dreaded 
E^-yens, and arrived in safety at Bh&mo on the 26th of August. He intended to return, 
but Mr. Cooper told him that it was forbidden to enter China by Burmah. Mr. Cameron, 
another missionary, went right westwards from Chung-Eing to the very border of Tibet, and 
thence south to Bhdmo. To so enterprising a society one must wish all aucoeas. Their 
missionaries are doing good service in many ways. 

JAPAN. 

A significant token of the growth of public sentiment in favour of Christianity in 
Japan, is the fact that a leading printing-office in Tokio is about to issue a newspaper in the 
interest of Christian truth. This is purely a business enterprise, and is quite independent 
of the missionary organizations. 

CBKTRAL AFBIGA. 

We regret to learn that the Rev. J. B. Thomson, the experienced missionary, who 
gained the high esteem of Eing Lopengule, in the Matabele country, and was chosen by the 
directors of the London Missionary Society to conduct the mission party to Lake Tanganyika, 
died on the 22nd of September. The intimation which was received of the arrivid of the 
expedition at Ujiji added that Mr. Thomson had been suffering from severe illness, but his 
companions believed that he was beginning to recover. Mr. Thomson, who was in the 
thir^- seventh year of hia age, leaves a widow and children in thia country. 

KEW SOUTH WALES. 

The Sydney papers report the baptism of six Chinese converts by the Rev. Dr. Steel« 
assisted by Mr. Ah Len. A sermon was preached by Dr. Steel, of the Presbyterian Church ; 
after which he stated that for some time past the Chinese wishing to profess Christiaaity 
had been under the religious tuition of Mr. Ah Len, and that they had also been examined 
by several of the elders of the Church, who were conviaoed of the genuineness of their 
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deoioB. Several questions lespecting their belief were then pnt to them, and being answered 
oonectly, baptism was administered to each respective convert, who knelt down to receive 
it, the minister (Dr. Steel) meanwhile speaking the appropriate words in the Chinese 
language. 
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Father Hyacinthb recently wrote to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, asking official 
recognition by the Anglican communion of 
the Old Catholics in France, ^' who are en- 
deavouring to restore upon a basis at once 
larger and more ancient than that of the 
Council of Trent, the GaUican Church, which 
has been officially suppressed by the Vatican 
CounciL'' This petition was placed before a 
committee appointed by the Lambeth Con- 
ference, and the Primus of the Episcopal 
Church of Scotland, as chairman of that 
committee, has replied that he will '^ so far 
recognize the mission of P^re Hyacinthe as to 
tender it a provisional oversight." His lord- 
ship says that, under ordinary circumstances, 
the English episcopate must have declined 
the request ; but the times are not ordinary, 
and the conduct of the Church of Rome in 
issuing the recent Vatican decree seems to 
render reform from within hopeless ; and 
therefore, as the Primitive Fathers did, the 
bishops must recognize a principle of yet 
higher obligation than that of Church order, 
The Primus adds : " You will readily under- 
stand that it would be impossible for us to 
pledge ourselves to the administration of 
episcopal functions in your mission until we 
have had the opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with your proposed revised ritaal, 
the order and forms to be observed in the 
celebration of divine service, the administra- 
tion of the sacraments, and the sacred offices 
of the Church. We do not demand a rigid 
uniformity, nor, I would add, would we de- 
sire to abridge in the slightest degree the 
liberty of a National and Catholic Church to 
frame its own liturgy and to decree its own 
rites and ceremonies.'* 

The Great Council of Geneva have 
accepted the principle of separation of Church 
and State, and appointed a commission to 
examine the bill designed to carry this object 
into effect. The Swiss Constitution, adopted 
in 1874, contains, among others, the fol- 
lowing enactments concerning the exercise 
of religion : '^ There shall be complete and 
absolute liberty of conscience and of creed. 
No one can incur any penalties whatsoever on 
account of his religious opinions. No one is 
bound to pay taxes specially appropriated to 



defraying the expenses of a creed to which 
he does not belong.'' Of the population of 
Switzerland^ 59 per cent, are Protestants and 
41 per cent. Boman Catholic<i. The govern- 
ment of the Protestant Church, Preabyteriaii» 
in form, is at present under the supervision of~ 
the magistrates of the various cantons, to- 
whom is also entrusted, in Protestant dis- 
tricts, the superintendence of public in- 
struction. 

The Evangelical Society op Geneva 
is the longest established of the Evangelical 
societies of the Continent. Its field of opera- 
tions is principally in France, where it sup- 
ports pastors, evangelists, schoolmasters, and 
colporteurs. In Switzerland, besides main- 
taining a series of summer stations, in 
favourite places of resort for strangers, it has 
a theological college, unconnected with any 
ecclesiastical denomination, where ministers' 
are trained for congregations in other 
countries. The society's annual expenditure, 
which amounts to nearly £8,000, is met by 
subscriptions and donations. The last annual' 
report, under the head of " Evangelization 
Abroad," recites some interesting fact^, which 
prove that the seed has not been sown in 
vain. Another branch of the work is the 
Theological College, which, at the opening 
of its present session, inaugurated its forty- 
seventh anniversary. Here are forty-eight 
students, of whom six have still to pass their 
last examination, twenty-four are students in 
theology, twelve are on preliminary study, 
and six are assistants. Of these students, 
twenty belong to France, twelve to Switzer- 
land, nine to the Piedmontese Valleys, and 
the rest to Belgium, Spain, Ireland, Germany, 
and America. Never, perhaps, since its 
foundation have the demands for admission 
to the college been so numerous. Thirty- 
seven young men, generally well recom- 
mended, applied for entrance, but it was 
necessary to refuse many of them, the 
resources of the Evangelical Society not ad- 
mitting of the augmentation of the number of 
students maintained in the college. '* As 
very few young men belonging to families in 
easy circumstances," says the report, *' desire 
to enter the] pastorate, the future prospect of 
the majority of the mimsters of Jesus Christ, 
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as regarded in a temporal aspect^ is by no 
means brilliant. When, therefore, a young 
Christian desires to obey the call of the 
Master, it is well to encourage him with 
sufficient help to enable him to prosecute his 
studies, though that help may not be sufficient 
for his entire maintenance. It is not without 
regret that the directors of the college have 
been obliged to refuse such candidates, for 
they cannot shut their eyes to the fact that 
the requirements of the Church in France 
daily increase. Many parishes are without 
pastors, whilst, owing to the movement now 
agitating men's minds, the demands will per- 
haps ere long increase. The directors con- 
sider that in order to turn this movement in 
the direction of the Gospel, they should em- 
ploy numerous itinerant preachers, full of 
fedth ; yet through want of fimds they have 
been forced to limit their admissions to the 
college. May the churches realize that it is 
not alone sufficient to beseech God to send 
forth labourers into the harvest, but also to 
provide the means ! " With respect to col- 
portage, the report states that the winter 
campaign commenced with sixty-one agents. 
All who rightly understand the importance of 
the work of the colporteur are solicited to 
aid it by their contributions. 

A Swiss Abbb, who died lately at Sols- 
thum, has left a will, in which he declares 
the Pope to be the inheritor of all his pro- 
perty, 'amounting to some 40,000 franca. 
The will is contested by two parties, kinsmen 
of the Abbe Eupfer, who agree in contending 
that the will is not legal in form. 

The Genkral 8yi70d of the Moravian 
Church, which meets once in twelve years, 
and which represents the whole denomination, 
will assemble at Hermhut, Saxony, on the 
26th of May next. 

Penalties for Preachino in Spain. — 

Pastor Martinez, of Heus, who has been 
doing evangelistic work for the Evangelical 
Continental Society, has been condemned to 
imprisonment and fine for preaching in a 
village to which he had been invited by 
many of the inhabitants, but where the mayor 
was perfectly fanatical in his opposition. We 
know not whether the sentence will be car- 
ried out, but meanwhile Pastor Martinez has 
had to pay the costs of the triaL 

Pastor Francisco de Paula Huet, the 
senior Protestant pastor in Spain, died re- 
cently. He was bom at Barcelona in 1826, 
and was converted to Christ through the 
preaching of Dr. de Sanctis, of \Turin, when 
he was nineteen years of age. I^etuming to 
his native city in 1854, he pnx^aimed the 



Gospel among his countrymen with much fer- 
vour, until arrested and condenmed to per- 
petual banishment. He then took up his resi- 
dence in Gibraltar, and was there ordained to 
the Christian ministry. It was by his instra- 
mentality that Matamoros was brought to a 
knowledge of the truth. Since 1868 he haa 
been preaching in Spain, and during the last 
eight years has been associated with Pastor 
Fliedner as one of the ministers of the Cala- 
trava Church in Madrid. He has left behind 
him a wife and three little children wholly 
destitute of support. 

Persecution in Portugal. — A letter in 
the Christian of the 16th ult, signed ^' Robert 
R. ELalley," says : A Christian man, for many 
years a colporteur of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, is to be tried this month at 
Barcellos, the charges against him being, in 
the words of the legal document now before 
me, that *^ he has spread doctrines contrary 
to the Catholic dogmas ; has called our [i.^, 
the Romish] religion false, and spoken against 
baptism and confession, and against the Pope ; 
and this in order to make proselytes." I 
have known the accused for about twenty 
years. He is a native of Portugal, was led to 
know and believe the Gk)8pel in Brazil, and 
joined the church of which I was pastor in 
Rio de Janeiro. He afterwards returned to 
his native land, and was engaged by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society as a col- 
porteur in the north of Portugcd ; and by 
his earnest labours in that service he incurred 
the enmity of the Romish priests, and has 
been subjected to a course of shameless legal 
persecution, extending over a period of four- 
teen years and a-half. 

Bishop Sandford at Cyprui. — The Right 
Rev. Dr. Sandford, Bishop of Gibraltar, under 
whose ecclesiastical supervision British con- 
gregations in Cyprus were placed by the 
Foreign Office from the first, and who is 
spending part of the winter at Malta, lately 
visited Cyprus, and spent three days there, so 
as to see for himself before deciding on what 
was necessary to be done. The Archbishop 
of Cyprus showed him every attention, and 
there was some very friendly intercourse. 
The Archbishop said he would most gladly 
help the Bishop in his work in Cyprus. He 
shared the Bishop's desire that friendly rela- 
tions might be promoted by the presence of 
the English in the island. He was well aware 
of the brotherly feelings which the Church of 
England entertained towards the Eastern 
Church, and he himself was anxious for union 
between these two sister Churches. Educa- 
tion, he said, was at present at a low level 
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bat be boped that the rule of England might 
farther both the temporal and spiritual wel- 
fare of bis people, who had suffered long and 
tenibly from misrule and oppression. In 
the course of bis visit the Bishop of Gibraltar 
delivered to the Archbishop of Cyprus a copy 
of the document prepared by the bishops who 
met last summer in London under the presi- 
dency of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The 
Bishop spent one Sunday on the island, when 
be preached at Lamaca from Cor. zL 1. A 
collection was made after the sermon for an 
organ to be used in the English Church, 
which, it is hoped, will soon be built 

Cypbus Chaplaincy. — ^The Rev. Josiah 
Spenser, iCA., Curate of Warbleton, Sussex, 
has been appointed by the Propagation So- 
ciety to a chaplaincy in Cyprus which has 
been established by the society in that island. 



The Bishop of Lincoln has written a letter of 
commendation to be conveyed by Mr. Spenser 
to the Archbishop and Bishops of Cyprus. 

EiNa M'teba of UaAimA, having ex- 
pressed his desire to send ambassadors to 
England, and his wish having been com- 
municated to the Foreign Office by. the 
Church Missionary Society, Lord Salisbury 
has replied that the ambassadors on their 
arrival will be received with the courtesy 
and attention due to the representatives of a 
king who has shown himself desirous of 
entering into friendly relations with this 
country, and who has received with kind- 
ness, and afforded his powerful protection 
to, British subjects who have visited hia 
kingdom. Those subjects are Captain Speke, 
Colonel Grant, Captain Smith, and the Bev. 
Mr. Wilson, 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



The monthly meeting of Council was held 
on Thursday, January 9 ; John Finch, Esq., 
in the chair. 

NEW ICSMBEBS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 
Mr. J. Wadsworth, Bath. 
Mr. J. Titley, Bath. 

THE LATE SSCBETABT. 

The Secretary read letters addressed to 
the Rev. James Davis, and forwarded by 
him, from the Rev. Dr. Fisch, of Paris, and 
from M. Lombard, of Geneva, expressing deep 
sympathy with Mr. Davis in his aMction. 
Dr. Fisch concludes : " Will you express 
also in our name to your Council our sym- 
pathy and our deep sense of the loss sustained 
by them ? " 

THE FREBIDENCT. 

Sir Harry Yemey^ Bart., having accepted 
office for one year only, the Council invited 
Lord Polwartb, one of the Vice-Presidents, to 
accept the office of President for this year. 

The Secretary reported correspondence on 
the subject, and read a letter from his lord- 
ship, stating the difficulty he felt in accepting 
office, owing to the fact of his residing chiefly 
in Scotland, and to hia inability to attend 
many meetings ; but adding that if the 
Council still thought he should become 
President, he was willing to comply with 
their wishes. 

It was resolved: ''That the Secretary 
convey to Lord Polwartb the thanks of this 



Council for his lordship's warm expressions of 
attachment to the Alliance and his interest in 
its operations. The Council would assure his 
lordi^ip that they believe his acceptance of 
the position of President vrill render valu- 
able service to this Alliance and to the cause 
of true religion in the world. They therefore 
gladly avail themselves of his lordship's kind 
offer to render such service as may be within 
his power in the position of President of the 
Alliance.^ 

OBITUABT. 

The Secretary reported the death of Thomaa 
J. Dunn, Esq., of Melrose, a member of the 
Coimcil from the formation of the Alliance ; 
also of the Rev. Dr. Cohen Stuart, of Utrecht 
The following resolutions were adopted : — 

" The Council have heard with regret of the 
decease of Mr. Thomas John Dunn, of Mel- 
rose, an elder of the United Presbyterian 
Church, who has been a valued member of 
the Evangelical Alliance from the beginning, 
and a zealous promoter of its usefulness in 
the south-east of Scotland. Devoted and in- 
telligent friends of Christian union in the 
provinces are towers of strength to this Al- 
liance. The Council therefore feel it a duty 
to put on record their sense of loss in being 
deprived of the co-operation of a Christian 
gentleman so rich in faith and good works as 
the late Mr. Dunn, so consistent in character 
and so loving in spirit. The Council direct 
that a copy of this minute be sent as a token 
of sympathy to the bereaved family." 
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" The Cotmcil of the British Oiganization 
of the EvaDgelical Alliance, in recording the 
death of their esteemed friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Cohen Stnart, desire to express the profound 
sorrow with which they have heard of the 
loss sustained by the whole Christian Church. 
Christians in Holland have lost a hold and 
noble champion for the truth of God, of wide 
experience and knowledge, of great gifts, re- 
markable zeal, and truly catholic spirit. He 
was for many . years a warm-hearted friend 
and zealous supporter of the Evangelical Al- 
liance, and the Council remember with satis- 
faction and gratitude his valuable services to 
the cause of Christian union. A large mea- 
sure of the success which attended the General 
Conference in Amsterdam in 1867 was due 
to the indefatigable exertions and condliatoiy 
disposition of their deceased friend. The 
Council instruct their Secretary to convey to 
Madame Cohen Stuart the expression of their 
heartfelt sympathy and their earnest prayer 
that she may be sustained by the abiding 
presence of the Divine Comforter.'' 



The death was also announced of Dr. Juliiui 
Millingen, of Constantinople. 

THE WSBK OF PRATEB. 

The Secretary reported the receipt of 
numerous communications from all parts of 
the world on the subject of the Week of 
Prayer, and that the meetings being held 
this week at Langham Hall were, bo fat^ rery 
successfuL 

SPAIN. 

Further communicationB were read ttaia 
the Foreign Office on the subject of the recent 
imprisonment of Mr. Ben-Oliel in Spain, 
from which it appeared that the Spanish 
authorities indignantly denied the chuge of 
cruel treatment 

BASLE COKFEBENCB. 

A letter was read from M. Yischer-Sarasiny 
of Basle, enclosing draft programme (in Ger- 
man) of the Conference to be held in that 
city, commencing on August 31. 

A Special Committee was appointed to 
make the necessary arrangements in conjuncr 
tion with the Basle Committee. 



THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 



At the invitation of the various branches 
of the Alliance throughout the world, another 
new year has commenced with the observance 
of a Week of United and Universal Prayer. It 
is gratifying to the Council to learn, from 
communications already received, that Chris- 
tians in all parts of the United Kingdom and 
in various parts of the world have availed 
themselves of this hallowed season of united 
supplication. In no previous year has there 
been so great a demand for papers containing 
the subjects suggested for each day's inter- 
cession, and the meetings held have been 
more numerous than ever before. Com- 
paratively few of those who arrange for meet- 
ings communicate the results to the Secretary 
in London (which is much to be regretted), 
but many of the letters received testify of 
greater blessings and a mure devout spirit, as 
well as larger attendances. Surely the Church 
and the world must both reap the fruits of 
these united intercessions at the Throne of 
the Heavenly Grace. 

In London and the suburbs numerous 
gatherings were held daily. For the West- 
end, meetings (arranged by the Council of 
the Alliance) were held in Langham Hall, 
near Oxford Circus. Notwithstanding the 
very inclement weather, there was a lai^e 
attendance each morning, and on several of 
the days the Hall was crowded. The small 
choir organized for the purpose of conduct- 



ing the psalmody sang a selection from the 
" Sacred Songs and Solos " and an anthem pre- 
vious to the commencement of each meeting. 

Among those who took part in the devo- 
tional exercises were the Rev. J. P. Chown, 
Rev. Dr. McEwan, Mr. W. R. Ellis, Rev. 
Mr. Ryder, Mr. T. R. Andrews, Rev. E. T. 
Prust, Rev. J. C. Harrison, Rev. Nevile 
Sherbrooke, Mr. Robert Baxter, Rev. J. S. 
Russell, Rev. John Matheson, Rev. R. John- 
ston, Mr. George Williams, Rev, T. T. Water- 
man, Rev. Dr. Fraser, Rev. R. D. Wilson, 
Rev. G. W. Weldon, Rev. Dr. WilHs, CoL 
Bruce, Rev. L. B. White, Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon, Rev. John Gritton, Rev. Dr. H. O. 
White, Col. Field, and Rev. Dr. Trail. 

On Monday morning, Junuary 6, the Hon. 
Sir Robert Lush, one of the Vice-Presidents 
of the Alliance, was to have presided, but the 
death of a near relative prevented his ful- 
filling his engagement. Under these circum- 
stances, Robert Baxter, Esq., kindly took the 
chair. After reading a passage of Scripture 
and the subject for the day, he contrasted the 
present increased spread of a knowledge of 
the truth with the less vigorous Christian 
activity of former days. Although the time of 
Pentecostal manifestations was past, the Spirit 
was still working with equal power in the 
hearts of men. 

After several prayers, the address was given 
by the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, who 
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it was important to distingaiBh between pxaiae 
and thankflgiviDg. The former was the get- 
ting oat of Belf into Qod, the latter was the 
blessing Him for all His mercies. It was a 
blessed thing to thank Him, but it was a 
higher act when, so to speak, we looked out 
of self altogether and on to God alone. In 
illustration of this, he referred to the closing 
hymn in the Communion Service, than which, 
he said, there had surely never been a nobler 
expression of true praise : " Qlory be to God 
on high, and on earth peace, goodwill towards 
men. We praise Thee, we glorify Thee, we 
give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, 
O Lord God, Heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty." It might be observed that we 
had here no expression of thanksgiving for 
anything which God had done for us, but the 
adoration of God for His great glory. It was 
most important that each one should consider 
that it was to God in His perfection to whom 
we are to come in the act of praise. We are 
called upon to adore Him for what He is; 
and the saved man was in a position in this 
respect which no one else, either in earth or 
heaven, could so fully apprehend ; he could 
enter into the meaning of the words, *' Thou 
art holy," and was the only being in all crea- 
tion that could truly do this, and enter into 
dose communion with Him. It is when we 
see God as He is, and adore Him for the in- 
finite perfection which belongs to Him, that 
we understand somewhat of the marvellous 
honour and privilege of praising God for what 
He is in Himself, instead of thanking Him for 
what He has done for us. In closing his 
address, the speaker said this might fairly 
prove the measure with which we had at- 
tained unto the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, and also form a test whether we were 
really His true Israel. 

The meeting on Tuesday was presided over 
by Henry Wright, Esq., who, after announcing 
the subject for the day, said : We meet not as 
a section of the Church of Christ, but as 
representing the whole Church, to ask that 
we may prepare ourselves to receive the bless- 
ing, because God is willing to impart it when 
we are ready to receive it. When we meet 
friends we express kindly wishes towards 
them, and wish them happiness, and that is 
all we really can do; we can only desire 
such things on their behalf. But God can 
command the blessing of life for evermore to 
rest upon us, and therefore to Him we offer 
OUT petitions. 

After devotional exerdses, the Eev. Dr. 
Bigg gave the address. He said : The subject 
on which he was about to speak was not new 



to any of them. They had been asked to 
pray, and they had xmited in supplication for 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost with ^ a 
special reference to the establishment of tibe 
Church in spiritual truth, in holiness, and in 
all the fruits of the Spirit. A little company 
they might be in the midst of the great mul- 
titude around them ; but, nevertheless, they 
might represent ^ the still small voice " which 
was neither heard in the earthquake, the 
tempest, nor the fire. That which they re- 
presented was invisible and secret, and often 
despised, but though eye had not seen, and 
though ear had not heard, they had to do 
with that which lies at the very heart of the 
universe. The various texts of Holy Scrip- 
ture set before them in the programme in 
connection with this subject brought to their 
recollection a number of most important 
truths. The first passage, for instance, taken 
from St. John xviii. 36-38, reminded them 
of the time when Christ stood before Pilate. 
Pilate was there as the judge of Jesus, but 
Jesus was there really as the Judge of Pilate, 
declaring himself King, and revealing another 
kingdom in the words, <* My kingdom is not 
of this world.'' In another connection, John 
xvi. 13, reference was made to the source of 
truth, and the Spirit is spoken of as guiding 
into all truth. There were two wrong ways 
in which people tried to get settled in the 
truth of religion — one by sheer demonstra- 
tion, and the other by authority. Now, the 
first never succeeds, although we may seem 
to succeed by demonstration. Trouble came, 
a shiver went through our nature, the hand 
trembled, and we could not hold fast the 
truth that way. Some, again, had gone to 
authority ; but the right course would be 
found in St. John's Gospel, telling us of the 
help and light of the Holy Ghost. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Alderman Fowler pre- 
sided, in the unavoidable absence, through 
illness, of R. C. L. Bevan, Esq. After sing- 
ing and prayer, the Chairman said: There 
can be no doubt that we are living in 
very critical times, and we are told that 
when God's judgments are in the earth the 
inhabitants thereof should learn righteousness. 
There can be no doubt that God's judgments 
are in the earth now. Abroad we hear of 
wars and rumours of wars, and at home there 
is great distress extending to all classes of 
the community. Under these circumstances, 
we can all feel that, in an unusual degree, 
God's judgments are at work ; and we are 
therefore encouraged that His promise may 
be fulfilled, and that people may learn right- 
eousness. 
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Prayer haviDg been offered^ the Bey. Dr. 
Eraser gave an address. He said : The Holy 
Spirit was not sent, in the strict sense, to the 
world, bnt to the followers of Jesus. ** I will 
send Him nnto you." But Christ at the same 
time informed them that this Spirit could 
act powerfully upon the world around them. 
As a matter of history, that had been fulfilled. 
The operation of the Holy Ghost was a con- 
tinuous, though not a uniform one ; therefore 
it was a primary object of Christians to pray 
for a continuance of the Spirit, and the en- 
largement of the Church of Qod on every 
side. The testimony of work must accom- 
pany the operation of the Spirit. Conviction 
was not at all a paroxysm of fear, or terror of 
hell, but the sense that they were all wrong, 
and that God was all right. The most fatal 
thing that the world had was its unbelief, 
taking many forms and colours ; speculative 
unbelief, practical unbelief, thoughtless un- 
belief, melancholy unbelief — all these were 
at work, repelling the grace of God and re- 
fusing the love of Christ Therefore they must 
pray God to send the Holy Spirit to deal 
with the consciences of men of the world. 
The world needed to be convinced of its own 
imrighteousness, and to accept the righteous- 
ness of Him whom the world had rejected and 
crucified. The opinion and sentence of the 
world was that He deserved nothing better 
than the cross. God reversed that sentence, 
and raised Him up and showed Him as the 
righteous one. Men had to be convinced that 
adherence to the course and fashion of this 
world involved one's being united to the 
prince of this world in his doom. He con- 
tends for the mastery, and rages, because the 
time is short and we are comiug more and 
more into conflict with his reign over the 
world. They only are wise who look up to 
Jesus as the Prince and Saviour of men. All 
hail the power of Jesu's name ! Then we 
pray also this morning for the children of 
Christian families, that they may grow up in 
the fear of the Lord. They do not belong to 
the world, but to the Church, and they ought 
to be taught that for them to follow niter the 
world was a kind of apostasy. Christ Jesus 
claims them. If He claims us for His own. 
He claims our families. It will be of little 
service that we pray for our children, if we 
only 'pray and do nothing else. We must 
show them a good example. What we want 
is that fathers and mothers should keep their 
children as long as they can in the arms of 
their faith, as well as their affection. The 
Christian parents of to-day are the children 
of the early Church, and having inherited 



the piety of their ancestors, their own children 
may in turn expect to receive, in a sort of 
hereditary way, the same Christian influences. 
Dr. Fraser concluded his address by remark- 
ing on the words of Moses, '' Let thy work 
appear unto thy servant, and thy glory unto 
their children." 

The meeting on Thursday was presided 
over by H. M. Matheson, Esq., in the absence 
of his brother, who had been called to the 
Continent by the sudden death of a relative. 
He said, it had been felt that the presence 
of the Spirit of the Lord had been richly 
manifested in the earlier meetings of the 
week, and he hoped that a large blessing 
would come down in answer to the many 
petitions offered during this Week of Prayer. 
Having announced the subject for the day, 
devotional exercises followed. 

The Rev. James A. Spurgeon delivered 
the address. He said : They would remember 
that after the Apostle Paul had been labouring 
at Ephesus for three years, beseeching them 
day and night to be reconciled to Qod, he 
was called away from his work there. Ar- 
riving at Miletus, he sent for the elders of 
the Church, that he might say a parting word 
to them. In doing so, he said, '* I commend 
you to Gk)d, and to the Wonl of His grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified.'' The Apostle was about to 
leave them, but they would not be alone 
while he could commend them to the fellow- 
ship of God and to the Word of His grace, 
for that would build them up and give them 
an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified. The speaker said that it was this 
twofold commendation he desired for his 
hearers that day. In the language of the 
Apostle he commended them to Gk>d, for there 
was none like unto Him for power to build 
them up. They would remember that when 
the king wanted his servant healed he sent 
him to another king, but he was powerless, 
and it was only God who could effect the 
cure. His ability remained undiminished, 
and He was able to do exceeding abundantly 
beyond all we ask or think. It was wise of the 
Queen of Sheba to take all her knotty questions 
to Solomon, but we can take all difficulties to a 
greater than Solomon, even to Him in whom 
all wisdom dwells. The Apostle added that 
he commended the elders of Ephesus " to the 
Word of His grace/' and to that nothing more 
could be added. When he could commend 
them to this it would have been superfluous 
to have added anything else, or to have said 
a word about commending them also to prieet 
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or saint. It would Have been a sin to have 
made this addition, and it might still be said, 
Take care that you have nothing but God and 
His truth as the basis of your hope for the 
new year. 

On Friday, George Williams, Esq., presided, 
and having read suitable passages of Scripture 
and referred to the subject for the day, he 
ezpiessed the hope that the divine blessing 
would rest upon their meeting in an especial 
manner that morning. Prayer was offered, 
after which the Secretary, Mr. Arnold, read 
a letter from the Rev. Henry Simon, express- 
ing his deep regret that, owing to illness, he 
was compelled to remain in his room, and there- 
fore unable to take part in the meeting. The 
Bev. L. B. White, of the Religious Tract So- 
ciety, and the Bev. Nevile Sherbrooke, kindly 
consented to give brief addresses. 

The Bev. L. B. White said that the subject 
for the day| was one on which it would ill 
become any follower of Christ to be unpre- 
pared to say a word, however short the notice. 
They had met to pray for the blessing of the 
Spirit of Gk)d to accompany evangelistic and 
missionary labours, for the turning of all 
Israel to the Lord, and for the growth and 
stability of the young churches gathered from 
heathen communities. He thought they could 
not have greater encouragement than when 
they reflected on the words addressed to the 
first disciples, when they were told to go into 
all the world to make disciples of all nations. 
These words were spoken to a few ; but what 
a mighty work was set before them ! '^ Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee," was the gracious 
word spoken to Moses. Encouragement of 
the same kind had been given to those who 
were to go out to make disciples of all na- 
tions : " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." The promise was that 
the work begun then should be carried on 
generation after generation, and that Jesus 
Christ was the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. Some were specially called to go with 
the message of salvation to the ends of the 
earth, and there was great reason for thank- 
folness that all parts of the world are now 
opening to receive the preaching of the 
Gospel. As the great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles had asked for the prayers of his Chris- 
tian brethren, for the prayers of those who 
had only been converted a few weeks pre- 
viously, so might all who were at work in 
the vineyard of their Lord turn to His fol- 
lowers, and seek to be held up by their 
prayers to the Throne of Grace. 

The Bev. Nevile Sherbrooke selected two 
▼exses in the 61st and 52nd chapters of Isaiah 



as the basis of his address. The first passage, 
" Awake, awake ! put on strength, arm of 
the Lord,'' represented the Jewish nation 
crying to the Lord for deliverance, and those 
in the present day might still breathe the 
same prayer. In the second verse referred 
to, in which the same stirring words were 
found, it was not the people who were speak- 
ing, but God himself, who summoned them 
as a nation to put on their strength. This 
appeared to the speaker to be the practical 
conclusion which should be drawn from this 
Week of Prayer. They had been praying for 
a blessing ; that it might rest upon heathen 
nations, and especially that God's ancient 
people might be brought in. The divine 
answer, it seemed to him, was this, that they 
should awake and put on strength.. The 
Jewish nation asked the Lord to put on His 
strength, but His command was, " Put on thy 
strength." In olden time Moses was told to 
go with what he had in his hand — a rod ; 
and the Lord still said. Whatever thou hast 
in thy hand — be it money, or intellect, or 
gifts, or education, be it what it may — ^put 
on this thy strength, go in this thy might, 
and I will be with thee. Some had sat down 
in the dust, and it was necessary that they 
should shake themselves from it. It might 
be worldliness — worldly company, worldly 
inflaence, indolence — ^but whatever the dust 
might be, God's command to every man at 
the very commencement of the year was that 
he should shake himself from it. 

The meeting on Saturday was presided 
over by Captain the Hon. F. Maude, s.n. 
After prayer and reading of the Scriptures, 

The Chairman said it had afforded him 
sincere pleasure to learn that the meetings 
of the week had been so well attended. He 
might especially congratulate Mr. Bichardson, 
who would presently address them on the 
subject of the day. A spiritually-minded man 
would ever feel pleasure in praying for those 
who preside over the churches of the sainta, 
and for all who are called to preach and to 
teach. Then, also, they were asked to pray 
for the due observance of the Lord's-day, 
and they could not but feel that this divine 
institution was attacked on all sides. In con- 
clusion, he said they would not forget to pray 
that the divine blessing might accompany 
and follow the General Conference of Chris- 
tians of various nations to be held this year 
in Switzerland. 

Several brethren offered prayer, after which. 

The Bev. John Bichardson, Vicar of Camden 
Church, Camberwell, said that the thought 
uppermost in his mind was that it was a 
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great priTilege to haye tinited in prayer all 
tiiiB week. It had been a week of earnest 
Bupplication, and be boped it would be fol- 
lowed bj a more consecrated life and service. 
It bad occurred to bim that sometimes tbey 
"were disposed to regard truth in its doctrinal 
aspect. There was certainly, however, another, 
and that might be called the dispensational 
aspect of truth. He considered the present 
dispensation to be that of the interval be- 
tween the departure and second coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The reception of 
that truth acted practically in two directions. 
It said there must be no going back to the 
past. It was a retrograde movement on the 
part of the Christian when he went back to 
ceremonials, for these were things belonging 
to a bygone dispensation, and believers now 
bad the privilege of entering into the prac- 
tical eujoyment of the living, persoual, glori- 
fied Jesus, to whom all shadows and cere- 
monials were intended to point, and in whom 
they were to terminate. But, on the other 
hand, if they were to go forward and anti- 
cipate the millennial dispensation, and expect 
to have now in the world, as it is, that per- 
fection and fulness of service which only 
can be ours when we see no longer through 
a glass darkly, but face to face, that would 
bring in what would be most unnatural and 
unreal, and what in some cases would prove 
most depressing, because the experience of 
some Christians was not realized. They 
might, however, reflect upon the fact that the 
present dispensation is but an interval. It 
began after the work of Atonement on the 
cross, and it will finish when the great object 
of redemption, full and complete, shall ter- 
minate at the coming of the Lord, when 
glorified bodies and purified souls gathering 
into the Lord's presence shall be the fulness 
and completion of the purchased redemption 
to which our hope is looking. The present 
dispensation was also one of work and suffer- 
ing and of testimony, but how the Lord would 
come they could not tell. 

The meeting having joined in singing the 
hymn commencing, " Safe in the arms of 
Jesus," prayer was offered. The Benedic- 
tion was pronounced, and the Week of Prayer 
of 1879 was brought to a close. 

The CiTT Meetings (arranged by the 
Lombard Street Daily Prayer-Meeting Com- 
mittee) were held in Centenary Hall, Bishops- 
gate Street. J. H. Tritton, Esq., J. W. 
Cater, Esq., J. E. Yanner, Esq., Qeo. Han- 
bury, Esq., and M. H. Hodder, Esq., pre- 
sided, and suitable addresses were given by 
the Eevs. Dr. McAuslane, ^F. Tucker, M. 



Bamsford, Dr. Paterson, H. W. Webb-Peplce, 
and T. Champness. 

At the Conference Hall, Milduat Pabe, 
meetings were held both morning and even- 
ing, and were well sustained, both by the 
numbers attending and by the spirit of 
prayer. 

The programme of subjects issued by the 
Alliance was adopted at the following places, 
among many others, where special meetings 
were held : Aldersgate Street ; the Home of 
Industry, Spitalfields; the Seamen's Bethel, 
Ratcliffe Highway ; Nine Elms Hall ; and 
Croydon. 

Our correspondents report as follows : — 

At Blackheath, meetings were held daily 
in the Alexandra Booms, presided over by 
Colonel Field, C. D. Fox^ Esq., Sir C. Caffin, 
J. B. Ingle, Esq., Admiral Prevost, and C. H. 
Marten, Esq. The addresses were given by 
the Bevs. B. W. Bucke, B. B. Gould, R. H. 
Marten, H. Young, H. Batchelor, and Pastor 
Usher. 

At Gkeenwich, two meetings were held 
daily in the Mission Room, Green Lane. The 
chairmen were Sir C. Cafin, Lockhart Gor- 
don, Esq., Rev. J. "W. North, R. Lorimer, 
Esq., Admiral Prevost, C. D. Fox, Esq., 
Holt Skinner, Esq., Colonel Field, 0. Hay, 
Esq., and J. MacGregor, Esq. Addresses 
were given by the Revs. A. Love, F. S. 
Clark, G. Cakebread, G. Elder, J. E. Page, 
E. H. Higgins, A. C. Gray, J. W. North, 
D. Keith, and T. G. Wilson, and Lieut- 
Colonel Brooke. 

WooLWicn. — Meetings were held every 
night, and on two days there were afternoon 
services, " The attendance was better than it 
has ever been. A united Communion service 
was also held, at which sixteen soldiers were 
present. The Week of Prayer has been a 
great blessing to the place." 

Stratford. — *'Our meetings were better 
than ever." The balance of collections was 
appropriated to the Evangelical Alliance. 

West Hackney. — Every evening during 
the week a meeting was held in Christ Church. 
There was a good attendance each evening. 

Streatham. — At the Mission Hall, WeUs 
Lane, meetings were held each evening, 
ministers of all denominations taking part. 

THE PROVINCES. 

Swansea. — ^Two meetings were held each 
day, in which the clergy and ministers of all 
denominations took part. 

Lancaster. — Meetings were held each 
evening. The balance of collections was 
appropriated to the Evangelical AUianee. 
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Ipswich. — Two meetings were held each 
day. " We held our united services last 
week, as we have done without interruption 
for some twenty years, and with undiminished 
interest. The laigest chapels in the town 
were filled night after night, notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather. The Week 
of Prayer has become quite an institution in 
this town. We made a collection for local 
expenses, and the balance I now remit to the 
Evangelical Alliance." 

LiSKEABD. — Six day meetings and two 
evening meetings were held, the cleigy and 
ministers of all denominations taking part. 
'*We never had such good meetings and such 
large attendances. I enclose cheque for balance 
after paying expenses." 

Atlbsbubt. — " We had some good meet- 
ings, attended with a blessed influence." Bal- 
ance of collections remitted to the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. 

iLFBAcaisBE, — " We have been holding a 
Monday morning prayer-meeting for the last 
three months. The Wbek of United Prayer 
was duly observed. The Rev. T. W. Watson, 
Vicar of St. James's, the Rev. Prebendary 
Hawker, the Rev. Bishop Price, the Rev. C. 
C. Wansborough, and the Rev. F. F. Medcalf 
presided. The meetings were well attended, 
many observing that such united services had 
never been held in Ilfzacombe before.'' 

Whitstablb. — " Our meetings were very 
satisfactory. I have great pleasure in en- 
closing the balance of the collections for the 
objects of the Evangelical Alliance." 

Sandown, Isle op Wight. — "Meetings 
were held daily, and were well attended, 
notwithstanding the very severe weather. 
Great interest was manifested, and there was 
a nice spirit shown throughout, both by 
Church and Dissent, towards such united 
gatherings. We trust that the services may 
tend to more unity, peace, and love amongst 
the di£ferent sections of Christ's people in 
this place, and that our prayers may receive 
answers of rich blessing." 

Tbubo. — "We have observed the Week 
of Prayer at Truro, for the first time for many 
years past Meetings were held in the dif- 
ferent Nonconformist places of worship, all 
the ministers taking part. Though the at- 
tendance was not large, certainly some spiri- 
tual refreshment has resulted, and good has 
been done in other ways." 

THB COKTINBirr. 

Pebth. — ^The Rev. Andrew Moody writes : 
''We have had a meet interesting and re> 
freshing Week of Prayer here. Many have 



been greatly quickened, and some were 
attracted and arrested who had never been at 
such meetings before. Truly the Lord was 
with us. At the close the interest was so 
great that we felt we could not separate with- 
out making an arrangement for the continu- 
ance of the meetings. We are to meet (d.v.) 
on Thursday evenings." 

Hambubg. — Pastor J. C. Aston writes : 
"Owing to an accident. Pastor Roosen, the 
good friend of the Evangelical Alliance, who 
has formerly written to you, is confined to 
his bed ; the duty of sending you a report 
devolves upon me. The year 1878 has been 
marked in Hamburg by intensification of 
good and of eviL On the one hand, an un- 
usual number of crimes has been committed ; 
among these were some murders of almost 
unpaialleled atrocity. The number of sui- 
cides by drowning alone amounted in one 
week to twenty-six. On the other hand, 
there has been an increase of union and 
activity among Christians. The progress of 
Christian union has been most evident among 
the young men. The Young Men's Christian 
Associations of Hamburg and Altona have 
been accustomed to hold a united prayer- 
meeting monthly, and a united social meeting 
yearly. Last year, however, the desire for 
something more was felt In the early part 
of the summer it was arranged that a united 
meeting for mutual edification and encourage- 
ment should be held monthly. This has 
been carried out with very satisfactory results. 
It was further felt that the state of the 
masses around us called for united action. A 
committee, composed of members of several 
associations, arranged to hold a social meeting, 
at which earnest Qospel addresses should be 
delivered. Two such meetings have already 
been held, and the success attending them 
has been very encouraging. The spirit 
which animates the young men seems to be 
spreading. The Week of Prayer has been 
very successful this year. The meetings 
were held, as usual, in the French Reformed 
Church in Hamburg, and also in the Baptist 
Chapel in Altona. They were not only well 
attended, but also characterized by harmonyi 
earnestness, and brotherly love ; and the 
desire has been felt by several that we should 
not only unite in prayer, but also in efforts 
for the salvation of souls." 

AusTEBDAM. — ''Many circumstances tended 
this year to prevent the general and hearty 
observance of the Week of Prayer in Holland. 
The commercial prosperity of the country, 
whilst so many others around have been 
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Bnffering from depreBsion of trade, seems to 
have lulled even Christiau people into in- 
difference and foigetfalness of the need of 
spiritual blessings. The festivities in con- 
nection with the King's marriage also ab- 
sorbed the thoughts and attention of the 
people, so that even earnest Christians were 
more or less carried with the stream, and 
seemed to lose sight of the homage Gfod's 
people owe to the King of kings. But not- 
withstanding all this, I am happy to say the 
Week of Prayer has not been altogether un- 
observed among us. And although, in con- 
sequence of illness or other personal afflictive 
visitations, some leading men, who would 
gladly have taken part, were prevented from 
doing so, still the meetings have taken place 
regularly in the usual manner; and while the 
number of speakers and hearers was certainly 
smaller than it had been on former occasions, 
we hope that the earnestness and fervency of 
those who were assembled for supplication 
and intercession will bring such an answer to 
their prayers that an abundant blessing will 
be bestowed upon us, upon our churches, and 
upon our country ; for we do indeed stand in 
great need of God's mercy, God's help, and 
God's blessing. And behold, early on Mon- 
day morning, immediately after the Week of 
Prayer, most suddenly and unexpectedly, it 
pleased the Lord of life and death to call 
away from this world Prince Henry, who was 
so lately married, leaving his young widow 
to deplore her great loss, casting a gloom over 
the newly married royal couple, putting a 
final stop to all the festive arrangements and 



national rejoicings, and filling the whole 
country with sadness and mourning. Sic 
transit gloria mundi. Behold in this the 
finger of G^d. Hearken, nation, for the 
voice of the Lord hath spoken. earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord ! " 

Switzerland. — The Rev. C. M. Birrell 
writes from Montreux, Canton Yaud, under 
date January 18th: "In this sheltered part 
of Switzerland, where persons from most 
northern countries are spending this severe 
winter, the Week of Prayer was the occasion 
of some very interesting gatherings. The 
National Church and the Free Church of the 
Canton Yaud held their meetings alternately 
in each othet^s churches, as if no controversies 
had ever been waged among them. The 
English held theirs in their own language, 
four times in a private salon and twice in 
the Presbyterian Church. The two Episcopal 
congregations did not unite formally, but 
several of their members attended, and two 
clergymen took a public part in the prayers 
very cordially. In Lausanne, the union of 
various bodies was very gratifying. The 
meetings, which were largely attended and 
sometimes quite crowded, were held by turns 
in the National, the Free, the Methodist, the 
Presbyterian, and the Brethren's places of 
worship. The French translation of our 
programme, while following the original, 
brought out its meaning and gave it quite a 
new perspicuity. It is delightful to feel in a 
foreign land, and among strange tongues, the 
uniting power of prayer and Christian love." 



SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIYISION. 



At the last meeting of the Committee and 
friends of this branch of the Alliance, the 
following resolution was moved by the Trea- 
surer, John Corderoy, Esq., seconded by 
J. L. Hadley, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously: "The Committee of the South 
London Sub-division of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance have heard with regret that, owing to 
the failure of health, the Bev. James Davis 
has been obliged to retire from the office of 
Secretary to the parent society. They refer 
with pleasure to the frequent intercourse 
which they have had with Mr. Davis, and to 
the deep interest he at all times manifested 
in promoting the objects of the Alliance. 
They trust that, in the order of a gracious 
Providence, Mr. Davis may yet be restored 
to health, activity, and usefulness. The Com- 
mittee would further observe thii^ the ap- 



pointment of Mr. A. J. Arnold, as one of the 
Secretaries of the Alliance, gives them great 
satisfaction. They hope he will meet with 
much success in the prosecution of the 
duties of his office." 

On Friday evening, January 9, in place of 
the usual monthly social meeting of the 
South London Branch, a united prayer- 
meeting was held in St. Matthew's School- 
room, Brixton, under the presidency of the 
Yicar, the Kev. N. A. Garland. There was 
a good attendance, and among those who 
took part in the devotional exercises were 
the Revs. S. Eldridge, Dr. Fisher, D. A. 
Herschell, Allen, T. Edwards, P. J. Tur- 
quand, and J. Marchant. The Chairman and 
the Rev. E. E. Jenkins gave brief addresses. 
Mr. A. J. Arnold spoke briefly, of the work 
of the Evangelical Alliance, 
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THE WEEK OF FRATBB. 

'' The observance of special seasons of prajer 
for specific objects was familiar to the Jewish 
people during the greater part of their hi»- 
tory, until the advent of the Messiah. Since 
fhen it has not been less familiar to the 
nations professing Christianity. Soon after 
the formation of the Evangelical Alliance 
some of its members agreed in the opinion 
that the annaal observance of a week of 
prayer, by holding meetings for united prayer 
on suitable and predetermined topics, would 
conduce to the fostering of fraternal feeling 
and union among Christians of divergent 
views on the non-essentials of religion, and 
to the elevation of religious sentiment and 
feeling generally. The suggestion was made 
that the week commencing with the first 
Sunday in the year would be appropriate 
for such observance. A brief address and a 
list of topics for prayer on each day, and 
for discourse on the first and second Sun- 
dajB of the year, having been prepared and 
sanctioned, the document was issued by the 
Council of the British Branch of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. This met with such general 
acceptance, that the practice has continued to 
the present time. The list of topics is an- 
nually prepared by the Council in London, 
and sent to the principal officers of the dif- 
ferent branches of the Alliance throughout 
the world. It is then revised, printed, and 



NOTTINGHAM BRANCH. 

issued, and, wherever a branch, cf the Alliance 
exists, is carried into effect. For nany years 
now it has been so in Nottingnam. The 
meetings are held at noon on the Monday 
and the three following days of the week. 
Only one evening meeting is held, that of 
Monday, because of so many evening meet- 
ings being held by the different churches. 
The severity of the weather this year has 
been unfavourable to meetings of all kinds. 
Not more than a hundred persons probably 
were present at any one of the meetings, and 
not more than hidf that number at one of 
them* All were marked by devotional feel- 
ing. Special prayer was offered for one 
afflicted Christian, and thanksgiving for the 
recovery of another for whom prayer had 
been offered the year before, when passing 
through agonising suffering in consequence of 
having been nearly burnt to death six months 
previously." We quote the above from the 
Nottingham Daily Express, Mr. W. B. Carter, 
the indefatigable Secretary of this branch, 
adds : " Seventeen ministers had promised to 
take part, and all fulfilled their engagements 
except two, who were prevented by illness 
and other causes. Eleven were Noncon- 
formists, and four Church of England clergy- 
men. One of the latter took part in two 
meetings, and efficiently supplied the place 
of the absentee as well as his own part in 
the programme." 



IRISH BRANCH. 



The Week of Prayer was looked forward 
to with much interest and expectation by the 
Christians of Dublin ; and those who attended 
the various meetings were not disappointed 
in the hope of blessing. The prevailing feel- 
ing seemed to be heartfelt thankfulness for 
this great union for prayer, and assured con- 
fidence that He who has called forth this 
world-wide observance at the commencement 
of the year will in His own time and way 
bestow as wide a blessing, in which it will be 
our privHege to share. The thought that 
thousands of the Lord's people throughout 
the world were at that moment calling upon 
His name and pleading His promises, seemed 
to inspire such prayer, and, amid all our diffi-* 
culties, to impait full vigour to out hopss. 



Each day the subjects were taken up at the 
daily noon prayer-meeting. The attendance, 
always good, but then largely increased, testi- 
fied to the interest of our Christian people in 
this annual Week of Prayer. Each evening 
united meetings in connection vrith various 
places of worship — Episcopalian, Congrega- 
tional, Presbyterian, Wesleyan, and Baptist — 
were held throughout the city, and, in spite 
of most unfavourable weather on some of the 
evenings, were well attended. A ministen^ 
prayer-meeting was also held in the afternoon. 
We feel that progress was made during this 
Week of Prayer, and that we may expect a 
blessing upon the labours of ourselves and 
otheis. 
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SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS OF ALL NATIONS, 

IN BASLE, AUGUST 31— SEPTEMBER 7, 1879. 

The Conncil of the Britifih Organization of the EyaDgelical Alliance have much 
pleasure in announcing that the forthcoming Conference in Basle will commence on 
August 31. It is hoped that this early intimation of the date will enable large 
numbers of the members and friends of the Alliance to arrange to visit Switzerland on 
this occasion. The circular invitation, containing the programme and further particularsi 
will be published in a few days. 
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MARCH, 1879. 



THE MONTH. 

We had occasion, in our last issue, to congratalate the French people on the result 
of the senatorial elections, and on the moderation of the Republican party in that 
hour of their triumph. We noted the discretion they evinced when the Minbterial 
pi'ogramme was before the Chamber, in adopting M. Jules Ferry's order of the day ; 
thus preventing disunion, promoting combined action amongst the various sections 
of the Left, and, whilst expressing confidence in the Cabinet, stimulating it to more 
decided and energetic action. Unforeseen, however, either by them or by ourselves, 
a greater crisis than any the French people had as yet passed through was then im- 
mediately before them. The Ministry, in their endeavour to respond to the desires 
of the majority of the Chamber, found themselves unexpectedly confronted by the 
opposition of the President. Marshal MacMahon declared it impossible to sign the 
decrees for the removal of certain generals, which in due course were laid before him 
by his Cabinet. Such changes, he told them, he believed would be injurious both 
to the interests of the Army and of France. Recognizing, however, the position — 
conscious that his obligations as a constitutional ruler required that from him 
which (however mistakenly) his conscience as a man forbade, — he accepted the alter- 
native alone compatible with honour, and resolving neither to betray his trust nor to 
act in opposition to his judgment, anticipated the expiration of his term of office, 
and remitted back to France the high authority he had so long wielded in her name. 
By thus acting he saved the nation frpm a repetition of the intrigues and plots of 
1877^ secured its peace, and enabled the executive power to be transferred to his 
saocessor in perfect calmness and tranquillity. It has been not inaptly observed 
that, by this conduct, he showed a comprehension of his true duties and position 
which two years since he seemed scarcely to possess, and that his last act was the 
most graceful and becoming throughout his presidential career. His letter to the 
Chambers was received in respectful silence. All felt that, however they might dis- 
approve his views or repudiate his policy, his action had at least been conscientious, 
and that the credit he claimed for himself of not having been influenced by any 
selfish or unworthy motives was undoubtedly his due. By the timid politicians of 
France it had long been feared that the expiration of the Marshal's term in 1880 
would be heralded by dynastic conspiracies and plots, and would bring about a state 
of almost general disorder and confusion. The election of his successor, it was 
thought) would be the signal for firing all the various explosive elements still sub- 
suiting in the land, and a general conflagration was widely apprehended. All such 
anticipations are now happily dispelled. The prompt, quiet, and triumphant elec- 
tion of M. Gr6vy to the Presidency for a term of seven years is the conclusive 
answer to them all. The institutions of the country are working well, and are 
therefore, with the exercise of due prudence on the part of those in power, the more 
likely to endure. Of such prudence on the part of French statesmen we have now 

T 



66 BVANOBLIGAL CfHRISTENDOM. 



lUarehl,unL 



repeated proofs, and our anticipatioiis of a settled government for Fi-ance— a 
gOTemment tbat shall combine the elements of order and of freedom — ^are the more 
certainlj assured. The course which events have taken since the Marshal's resig- 
nation is full of promise for the future. M. Dufaure, indeed, has resigned the Pre- 
miership, but this was expected, and is justified bj reason of his age. M. Wad- 
dington, the new Premier, will continue the same liberal yet careful policy. No 
serious changes have taken place in the composition of the Cabinet, which is likely 
to be not only popular at home, but respected and influential abroad, and to secure 
for France her proper place in the councils of united Europe. The appointment of 
M. Gambetta as President of the Chamber of Deputies has indeed occasioned some 
surprise. It has been supposed that such an office would be incongruous with the 
aspirations, and scarcely compatible with the habits, of a tribune of the people so 
ardent and pronounced. It may be, however, that the appointment is on these verj 
grounds the best. In his new position M. Gambetta will still retain his great and 
deserved influence, both with the people and the Ministry ; his ardour will be tem- 
pered with impartiality ; the moderation and discretion he possesses will be called 
into more active exercise; and he will be dissociated from men of extreme and un- 
practical ideas. All danger is not, indeed, yet past. The friends of the Bepablic 
have still a call for the exercise of self-restraint. They will do well to let bygones 
be bygones — to abandon the idea of impeaching the De Broglie Ministry, for which, 
since the resignation of Marshal MacMahon, no necessity can possibly exist; and 
generally so to combine progress with magnanimity as, by satisfying their supporters 
and conciliating their opponents, to insure their own ultimate success. 

It is, perhaps, not too much to say that the changes in the French Ministry, 
after M. Jules Gravy's election to the presidential chair, awakened an interest 
almost as lively as the choice of the new President himself. It was felt that the 
choice of the future Premier would materially determine the tone and temper of the 
Cabinet. Great, therefore, was the satisfaction produced by the advent of M. 
Waddington to power. Nor are the other new names less popular in their degree — 
all tending, as they do, to show that every efibrt will be made to consolidate and 
strengthen the Etepublic, to be conciliatory, yet firm; to advance free institutions, 
to promote popular education independently of clerical control, and to hold the 
balance even between Catholics and Protestants throughout the land. This last con- 
viction is strengthened by the &ct that not only is the Premier himself a Protestant, 
but also four out of the eight other members of his Cabinet 1 Protestantism is, 
hence, more likely than at any former time to have its due weight in the councils of 
the land, and its influence will indubitably be put forth in the direction alike of 
progress, liberty, and peace. 

Much excitement has been caused, and public interest everywhere aroused, 
since our last issue, in relation to the war in Zululand. The unfortunate disaster 
to our troops, resulting in the loss of so many brave lives as have been cut off by the 
unexpected attack of the Zulu foe, has directed universal attention to this melancholy 
contest, not unmixed with apprehension for the safety of the people of Natal. It 
would as yet be premature to pronounce a' censure on the officers^ or to judge as to 
who is responsible for the catastrophe. Meanwhile, the Home Government are doing 
aU they can to allay alarm, and to retrieve our military status. Large reinforce- 
ments have embarked, or are on the point of embarkation, for the Cape. The con- 
duct of Sir Bartle Frere is freely, and perhaps unfairly, criticised; and an opinion ia 
entertained by many that the conflict in which we are now involved with this 
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formidable nation of Soath Africa is neither just nor needful, and might have been 
easily averted. That opinion is understood to be shared both by the colonists and 
the British Qovernment itself. The whole matter deserves, and will undoubtedly 
receive, the most thorough and serious investigation. 



Parliament has once more met, and, without much excitement or anticipation 
being awakened by the fact, has resumed its ordinary labours. The prevalent opinion 
appears to be that the session is likely to be dull. We trust, however, that it may 
not prove barren of legislative action or result. It would be matter of deep regret 
were our foreign policy for the next few months so completely to divert the atten- 
tion of Parliament as it did in the last session from matters pressing for settlement 
at home. That, last year, was to a large extent unavoidable ; but it would be a 
serious error and misfortune were the Legislature, this year, to do as little in their 
own special work of legislation for the benefit of the country as they are fairly 
chargeable with doing or not doing in the last. We are promised several important 
measures, and we trust they may receive the fullest and amplest consideration. 



Negotiations have for some time been going on between the Government andi 
the Romish bishops of the sister country, in reference to Irish university educa- 
tion. The question of Government aid to " Irish intermediate education '* has alreadjjr 
been discussed and settled. Parliament has sanctioned, in respect to it, the principle or 
State aid to denominational schools — a. principle recognized, indeed, in our legisla- 
tion for the country at large, yet decidedly a retrogressive principle when contrasted 
with that adopted in Ireland for '' mixed education." The fact is that, in the judg- 
ment of the Irish priests, the latter scheme has worked too well, for it has threatened 
to undermine their power with the people. This was the secret also of their opposi- 
tion to what they styled the '^ godless colleges," where, in the pursuit of the higher 
branches of purely secular knowledge, Romanists and Protestants sat side by side. 
But in regard to university education, even the principle adopted in the '' inter- 
mediate" will not satisfy the Romish bishops. They insist on Roman Catholic 
universities pure and simple, to be supported by the nation, and to which all 
the youth of tbe higher classes, of Catholic parentage, shall exclusively be sent. 
It is now affirmed that the negotiations, above referred to, between the Romish 
prelates and the Cabinet, have in consequence been broken off, as the bishops will 
accept nothing short of the public endowment of a Roman Catholic university 
per 86, The Ministry are, it is believed, desirous to propitiate these Irish 
malcontents, and thus secure the '^ Irish vote '' both in and out of Parliament ; 
but they would be unwise in the extreme to yield to the pressure put upon theui 
by the bishops. The Protestants of the United Kingdom will not consent that the 
youth of Ireland should be handed over, at the public expense, to the exclusive 
domination of the priests. The Roman Catholics have a right, if they choose, to 
send their sons to seminaries under clerical control, but not to do so at tbe public 
ooat. Our recent university legislation has all been in the direction of freedom 
from religious tests ; and young men seeking a degree obtain it at universities where 
capacity and learning are the only conditions of success. We must adopt no retro* 
gressive policy. The Roman Catholics of Ireland already enjoy complete religious 
freedom, perfect equality of privilege and right, but they certainly have not^ in the 
matter of education, any claim to sectarian ascendency. 

The trial of the Glasgow Bank Directors has issued, as was anticipated, in their 
conviction and sentence on the charge of publishing false and fictitious balance- 
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sheets, whereby the public were deceived, and influenced, to the ruin of thousands of 
their number, to bolster up a concern which for years had been insolvent. The 
charges of actual embezzlement and theft were prudently withdrawn, not being 
easily capable of legal proof Considering the flagrant nature of the offence actually 
proved, and its grievous and deplorable results, the general opinion inclines to 
believe that the sentences passed have not been sufficiently severe. It must, how- 
ever, be also borne in mind that the public exposure, the loss of character, and 
degradation to the level of common felons, is of itself, to men in the former position 
of these directors, a terrible and crushing retribution. 

There appears as yet to be no material improvement in the state of trade, no 
sensible mitigation of the prevalent general distress. It is, however, satisfactory to 
find that in the principal towns of the midland and the northern counties the local 
residents appear to feel their obligation to relieve the needs of those around them, 
independently of outward aid. In the iron districts, more especially, the depression 
seems even to increase ; and men who in the various branches of that trade were 
able, but a short time since, to get two or three days' work within the week, can now 
hardly get any work at all, even for a single day. The advent of spring weather is 
now earnestly and anxiously desired, since even if trade should not thereby revive, 
or employment become more easy to obtain, the sufferings consequent upon priva- 
tion will be less keenly and severely felt. 

Considerable satisfaction has been felt among both Churchmen and Dissenters 
«t the appointment of Canon Lightfoot to the vacant Bishopric of Durham. The 
irencrable prelate who for seventeen years had fulfilled so ably and so conscientiously 
the duties of that important see, and whose character had evoked such universal ad- 
miration and respect, had, by that very circumstance, made much more difficult the 
choice of his successor. Few divines could anywhere be found who would, in all 

'respects, adequately fill the place which Dr. Baring has vacated. Canon Lightfoot, 
nevertheless, brings to the task many valuable and important qualifications. Not 
ostensibly attached to any party in the Church, his commentaries on the apostolic 
writings show his Evangelical belief; whilst the general tone of his writings betoken, 

. as has been aptly observed, *' broad and liberal sympathies, in which the High and 
Broad Church leanings can neither of them be said to have the ascendency." As 
both an eminent scholar and a learned theologian, he has gained a wide and well- 

' deserved renown. He was a friend of the lamented Prince Consort, and has for 

.many years been the principal examining chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

<^me years since he refused, it is said, the see of Lichfield, when offered to him 
by the late Lord Derby. His lectures and discourses evince in him a capacity to 
make his own great acquirements, and the results of his own study and re- 
search, available for and accessible to all. His lectures at St. Paul's on Church 
history were attended and appreciated by large numbers of young men; but 
a series of able papers in the Cont&inporary Review, in which he skilfully and con- 
clusively refuted the sceptical attacks made upon the New Testament by the author 
of '* Supernatural Religion," are supposed to be one chief reason of his advancement 
to the episcopate. Both the scholarship and the logic of these papers show their 
author to be well qualified to give a reason for the hope that is in him, and to defend 
with success the citadel of Christianity from the assaults of its most insidious and 
xlaring foes. 

Great have been the interest and sympathy which, during the past month, have 
gathered round the last hours of one of the best known and most respected ministers 
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of the Church of England. The name of Hugh McNeile is one which will not soon 
or lightly be forgotten. For more than half a century before the public eye, he 
maintained, with unfailing cousistency, his character as a devoted follower of Christ, 
and his reputation as a most able and successful preacher of Christ's Gospel. And 
now that he has left the Church of which he was so gifted and revered a member, all 
parties within its pale unite to pay their tribute of reapect to his graces and his 
talents, as a foremost champion of Evangelical belief, a determined foe to the as-' 
sumptions and pretensions of the Church of Rome, and an earnest advocate of those 
great philanthropic movements which have their root and motive in the love of 
Christ to men, and by which those who profess His name are known as His disciples. 
He has well been described as a " bom orator ;** and men who, in their time, acquired 
a first place in oratorical renown, have not scrupled to acknowledge this. His 
talents placed him in the forefront of the fight with error and with sin. His manly 
form and dignity of manner, his varied tones and gestures, his clear and easy style, 
all lent force and weight to what he said; yet his highest inspiration and most 
potent influence were derived from hia own profound earnestness, his deep conviction 
that the Gospel which he preached was not of man, but of God. By his death, the 
Church of England has lost one of her most cherished sons, the Evangelical party one 
of its brightest ornaments, and Evangelical Christians of every denomination a 
devoted brother in the faith of Christ. A sketch of Dr. McNeile's career will be 
found at another page of our present number. 

We also notice elsewhere the godly and beneficent career which has been 
closed by the death of Mrs. Ranyard, who, both by her writings and her personal 
exertions, has done more within the last twenty-five years to give an impetus to 
Bible reading and Bible circulation than any other woman of her age. Her well- 
known work, " The Book and its Story," gave a stimulus throughout this country to 
the delivery of lectures in a popular form, whereby the literary history of the Bible, 
as a book, became better known to all classes of society, and a deeper interest was 
aroused in its contents. This was followed by another work, " The Book and its 
Mwsion," in which the objects and power of God's Word were forcibly set forth. 
Theory was shortly followed up by practice, and " Bible- women " were established in 
almost all parts of the metropolis. The history and results of this movement are 
well known ; and now that she who originated it has been called up to that higher 
world where faith gives place to sight, and the need of God's Word is superseded by 
the clearer revelation of His face, it is but right that Christians of our day should be 
reminded of the good work which, in the increased distribution and perusal of His 
Word, God enabled this His faithful servant to fulfil. 



It is refreshing to discover that, when in influential organs of the day the faith 
of Christ is covertly assailed through those who are esteemed its advocates, there 
are those amongst them, both in the prime of manhood and the ripe maturity of age, 
who are ready to take up arms on its behalf, and to repel attacks which, by their 
misrepresentation of historic facts, seem to be directed not so much against those 
defenders of the truth which they avowedly censure or disparage, as against the 
truth which they defend. The death of Dr. McNeile has given occasion to the 
'' leading journal " to dilate upon the alleged decline and fall of " Evangelicalism," 
or, at any rate, of the Evangelical party in the Church of England ! The assumption 
that the party has declined, or is about to fall, is, as one might expect, warmly con- 
troverted, and indeed denied, by no less competent members of that party than Dean 
Cloee and Canon Ryle, who have both taken up the challenge which the journal in 
question unwittingly threw down. In two forcible and telling letters, each notably 
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characteristic of its writer, these able champions of Evangelical truth demonstrate 
by known ^facts that although other " schools " of theology and thought may have 
sprung up within the Church, Evangelical belief has not declined, but, on the con- 
trary, is far more widely spread and vigorous than it was in the early part of the 
present century, which the writer of the article replied to seems to regard as its day 
of prosperity and triumph. * The ability of these two defenders of the jfJEtith is only 
equalled by their zeal, and of the first of them it may safely be affirmed that his 
'* eye is not dim, nor his natural force abated ;" whilst of both we may say that their 
testimony is such as every impartial person must receive. These indirect attacks 
upon '^ Evangelicalism" may not, perhaps, be of much importance; yet is it ever a 
good service to the cause of Christ to show that those who would discredit it in the 
eyes of men can do so plausibly only by the sacrifice of truth. 



Jfffrtigti Intdligcncc. 



FRANCE. 



[From oar own Correspondent.] 

Paris, February 17, 1879. 

THE NEW DAILT PAPKR. 

The month of April is to see the experi- 
ment tried of two political anti-Roman jour- 
nals which will be, at the same lime, anti- 
sceptical. One is to be edited, as you already 
know, by MM. Bouchard and L^on Pilatte, 
both originally Bomanists. The latter, in 
1847, was brought to a knowledge of the 
truth by the sharp, clever, and seriouBly 
Christian ** Confirences " of Napoleon Roussel. 
He entered, at twenty, the school for evan- 
gelists, then in Paris, and used his popular 
talents so manfully during the short time of 
freedom of speech before the late Empire, 
that, when such freedom no longer existed, it 
was deemed advisable that he should go on 
a mission for the Evangelical Society to 
America. When he returned, he became pas- 
tor of the Free Church in Nice, and editor of 
the Egli&e Libre, He some time ago relin- 
•quished the pastorate of the church, and has 
of late given all his efforts to the establish- 
>ment of Le RefoTmateur, AL Bouchard, who 
is to be the political manager of the paper, 
was Mayor of Beanne and member of the 
• General Council of the Cote d^Or, He gave 
in his recantation of Romanism to the Bishop 
of Dijon in 1876, and by his articles and 
vigorous pamphlets he has for some years 
striven to prevent those who would detach 
themselves from Rome from throwing them- 
selves into atheism and their wives and 
daughters into Jesuitism. His aim is thus 
stated by himself: "To draw men out of 
Catholicism and bring them back to Qod, by 
impelling them towards Protestantism — such 



will be our politico-religious aim.'' And he 
adds : " In their present state, to propose a 
more energetic remedy would be to incur the 
risk of seeing it rejected." The Refwmaitv^ 
Anticlerical et Republicain is to appear on the 
16th of April ; it is to be a daily political 
paper, costing one sou (five centimes) ; quar- 
terly subscription, for Paris, five francs ; for 
the provinces, six francs. Annual subscrip- 
tion, for Paris, eighteen francs ; for the pro- 
vinces, twenty-four francs. The office is No. 
8, Rue d'Argodt, Paris. 

TH£ NEW RELIOIOUS JOURNAL. 

The other journal, Le Signal, Messager de 
la Semaine, is a weekly, to appear on April 
Ist ; office, 2, Rue de la Paix, at Qrassart^s 
Protestant Book-selling establishment. Sub- 
scription, eight francs a-year. Its editor is M. 
R^veillaud, whose remarkable conversion has 
been related in this correspondence {Evan, 
airis., 1878, pp. 296, 328). The Signal 
is presented as Republican and Democratic, 
without, however, wholly deserting Con- 
servative ground. Such ground, it is re- 
marked, can only be defended by gradually 
enlarging it, and anticipating revolutions by 
the adoption of proper reforms at the proper 
moment, taking care never to overturn a 
thing unless there is something better to put 
in its place. 

Certainly the united action of these two 
journals just at this time of comparative 
liberty, and when the Qovemment of France 
has at length been brought into harmony 
with her republican institutions, may have a 
most beneficent influence, accompanied as 
they will be by energetic meetings held by 
the editors and their friends. Pen and voice 
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wHl be thus pleading tbe same cause, and 
helping each other. 

CALL FOR FAITH AND SPIRITUAL WORE. 

Eyeiy Christian heart that yearns over 
France must see the intense necessity which 
exists for all the Protestant commnnities 
being np to the mark, if the men who, 
wearied with Rome and infidelity, turn to 
Protestantism, expecting to see the stalwart 
Christianity of our forefathers, are not to be 
disappointed. Two things are, therefore, in- 
cumbent upon Christians : (1) to pray and 
work for the revival of practical, living, 
Christ-like faith and love in the churches ; 
and (2) to send out Qospel messengers and 
Gospel literature, hearty, loving, uncontro- 
versial, prayerfully filled with the Holy 
Spirit and with power. Here are men 
ready with their explosive .materials to batter 
down the hideous structures of Rome. Who 
will rush in at the breach to bring out the 
prisoners of hope ? The people in Paris and 
the large towns are willing enough to see 
Rome and Clericalism beaten down ; but, 
without the Qospel, atheism will and must 
reign in their stead. To call men within the 
four cold walls of a freezing rationalistic 
or dry formalist Protestantism, would disgust 
them for ever, and drive thtm just where the 
adversary waits to secure them as a ready 
prey for Antichrist Let, then, every evan- 
gelistic effort be encouraged, in whatever 
scriptural form it may be found. We rejoice 
at every new Gospel publication, — we can 
never have too many ; we rejoice at every 
meeting opened for preaching the Gospel. 

NBW BVANGELISTIO EFFORTS. 

We thank God for the newly-commenced 
Methodist campaign of meetings, on the 
McAll plan, and whose first experiment, by 
the Rev. William Gibson, is a success, for 
which a larger room is already necessary. 
The remarkable success of this kind of meet- 
ings in Marseilles and Lyons is encouraging 
similar attempts in other towns. The new 
idea of having a reading-room in the students' 
quarter in Paris is fully successful in the 
hands of M. Schlienz-Madden ; evangelistic 
meetings are held there twice a-week. Good 
books and papers suited to the aim in view 
are supplied to readers, who are free to sit 
and read, and write and study, daily from 
noon to ten p.m. 

Another interesting meeting, opened some 
months ago, in a distant part of Paris, by Pro- 
fessor Delaunay (formerly a student for the 
Romish priesthood), gathers 300 of the work- 
ing classes. His wife plays the organ and 
leads the singing. 



Long experience teaches that France has no 
natural antipathy to religion. There is a 
deep common sense which yearns for reli- 
gious truth, but which in so many has been 
deceived by fair appearances, that the hoarse 
croaking of the infidel party, striving to over- 
power every other voice, is listened to, for 
want of the clarion sound of the GospeL 
When it is heard, the people say, " That is 
it 1 '* and rally round the man who preaches it, 
if only his heart and life agree with the 
loving message. 

The experiment of 

FATHER HTAOINTHB 

gives little confidence. His eloquent voice 
may fill his hall, but as to founding a church, 
we fear not to say it is as visionary as 
it was in Geneva. It does hot appear to 
respond to any want. Curiosity and Pro- 
testants filled the place at its opening, but all 
were disappointed, more or less. Admirable 
talents, sincerity, frankness, earnestness— all 
Ukely to be thrown away, with the money so 
freely given by foreigners, for want of the one 
thing lacking — ^viz., the spiritual perceptbn 
of the work of Christ in its living power. 
The whole thing is turned into ridicule by 
the general press of all shades; while Pro- 
testants, though admiring the character of the 
man, shake, their heads at his dream of union, 
on an ecclesiastical basis, of Rome, Greece, 
and Anglicanism. How many have split on 
that rock, and seen their works shattered ! 

THE mBW PRESIDENT AND THE NEW 

PREICISR. 

If liberty continues as it has begun, to act 
in all due moderation, without violence and 
excess, experiments may be made and multi- 
plied without harm ; it may give confidence 
in our new Government, and show that 
France is ready for the exercise of her con- 
stitution, and that she is not a mere nominal 
Republic with a monarchical administrationu 
Since 1848 she has had no Protestant Prime 
Minister till now. M. Waddington is re- 
spected by every one. There are four other 
Protestants in the Ministry — MM. de Frey- 
cinet, L^on Say, Le Royer, and Admiral 
Jaur^guiberry. The quietness with which 
the late peaceful' and satisfactory revolutLon 
has taken place, when we remember some 
that have preceded it, is like the kiss of the 
last unfurling ripple to the sand-bound coast, 
as contrasted with the boisterous dashing of 
the breakers against the rocks. The old 
Marshal MacMahon not consenting to a change 
in the commanding officers of the army, 
on which his Ministers insisted, gave in Ms 
resignation, which was accepted ; and imme- 
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diaiely, according to the Constitution, the 
election of his successor took place. M. 
Gi^yy, the honest President of the Legislative 
Chamber, was chosen President of the Repub- 
lic, and Gambetta succeeded to his office. An 
exhibition of tricoloured flags showed popular 
satisfaction in popular quarters. The Prefect 
Duval was exchanged for M. Herold, who 
immediately proposed the erection of Vol-i 
taire's statue in Paris, a change in the names 
of several streets, the suppression of religious 
teaching in all the communal schools, and the 
disqualification as teachers of all monks and 
nuns. The municipal councillors were unani- 
mous in their approval. 

Paris, February 1 8. 

ACTIVE RELIQIOUB AGENCIES. 

Accounts of pleasing success in evangeliza- 
tion and new ways of bringing the Qospel 
before the population, are constantly coming 
to us. The Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion is brightening up ; more prayer and 
more action is rife in Paris ; and the BuUetin 
of the Association is now full of spirit and 
cheer, with serious and sound articles. The 
" Mission Int^rieure " is resolutely pursuing 
its quiet evangelistic course, arousing Chris- 
tians, and alluring them out to work. In 
Alais, the ladies have succeeded in bringing 
together every Sunday all the young chimney- 
sweeps of the town. They come each with his 
tool-box, which he sits upon ; listen to simple 
Gospel &cts, and sing hymns, with attention 
and evident delight. They are all Koman 
Catholics. Last year they took to their country 
homes their Sacy Testaments; this winter 
several returned without them, having left the 
precious book with their parents, who wanted it. 
Other evangelislic meetings, held by pastors, 
and a Toung Girls' Chiistian Association, are 
prosperous. 

An improvement in the order of worship 
in the Heformed Church of Paris has been 
made by the Consistory. Instead of the 
chapter and first hymn being read by a 
*^ reader," the pastor takes the whole duty. 
It is expected by this means to bring the 
congregation together at the commencement of 
the service, inasmuch as greater weight and 
Bolenmity is thus given to the reading of the 
Woid of God. 



M. R^veillaud has been with M. Daidier 
(of the Evangelical Society of Geneva) on aa 
evangelistic tour in the centre and west of 
France, visiting Montmorin, Billom, Cler- 
mont-Ferrand, Gu^ret, etc. Everywhere they 
were exceedingly well received. At Billom 
one hundred New Testaments were purchased 
by the eager hearers, and a Protestant school 
is to be opened. In Paris, Madame Dalen- 
court's mothers' meetings, girls' and young 
women's classes, free lending libraries, and 
visitation are doing much good in the Quartier 
Mouffetard. 

Eecently Pastor Jacottet, of Neuch&tel, 
spent two months in the Allier, evangelising^ 
with Pastor Seitte. The effect was that ia 
one town the municipal council met to de- 
termine whether or not they, with the whole 
town, should turn Protestant at once ! The 
result was a decision in the negative ; but it 
shows the attention now aroused on these 
matters. The ignorance of the people is 
great in those parts. More than half the men 
cannot read ; and the masters of mines and 
factories threaten to turn off the men who 
become openly Protestants. Schools! schools 1 
are the present urgent necessity. 



H. L0V60N S CHAPEL. 

In the presence of a somewhat excited con- 
gregation, M. Loyson, or Father Hyacinthe^ 
opened his chapel in Paris on Sunday, the 9tli 
ult. It is situate in a somewhat remote but 
thickly-populated district It will seat about 
700 or 800 people, and half an hour before 
the commencement of service was densely 
crowded. There were a good many Pro- 
testant pastors present, and a considerable 
number of the same communion, both French 
and American, in the body of the chapeL In 
the address which he delivered, M. Loyson 
affirmed that liberty of conscience, which had 
hitherto been but a name in France, was now 
a reality. He wished it to be imderstood 
that he repudiated the title either of Greek 
or Anglican ; he remained a Catholic of the 
Church of France, which he did not wish to 
dispossess, but to reform. Yet he asserted 
that his mission was under the direction of 
the Anglican Church, as represented by the 
Primus of Scotland and Bishop of Edinburgh.. 



SPAIN. 

THE WORK OF THE SPANISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY. 



The mission of the Spanish Evangelization 
Society was commenced by private effort in 
the year 1862. At that time Spain was 
lying spiritually desolate, and eveiy door 



was hermetically closed against the entrance 
of the Gospel, and no man breathed forth a 
word of interest as to its miserable and hope- 
less condition. The prevailing impressioa 
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then was that, as Jericbo, Spain was closely 
shut np, and that her walls and battlements 
weie impregnable to tbe Gospel. And eo 
they were, until the Lord himself took up 
the case, and, by a weak private instrument- 
ality, began a work which so prospered 
that it opened up into the formation of the 
Spanish Evangelization Society in the year 
1855. 

From that time up to the late Revolution, 
tens of thousands of Bibles, Testaments, por- 
tions and evangelical tracts, a Spanish 
hymnal, and El Alba^ a Spanish periodical, 
were sent into Spain by tbis society, by 
many available avenues. Some of these 
were actually printed in Madrid and Seville. 
This circulation became at length so manifest 
to the priesthood, that the Ultramontane 
newspaper press continuously poured forth 
the most lamentable cries, to the effect " that, 
by the circulation of Bibles and other bad 
books, Spain was about to be lost to the 
Papacy." The following is one of these; 
it appeared in La Crm, a periodical pub- 
lished in Seville, so early as tbe close 
of 1855: ''Awake, Spaniards! New and 
terrible dangers threaten the Catholicism of 
Spaniards. The Protestant propaganda, which 
lately inaugurated its first attempt on our 
unhappy country, and which has distributed, 
with impudence and impunity. Bibles, books 
.of devotion, catechisms, and other works 
worthy of its corruption, considers that it 
is au^orized to carry on its heretical mis- 
sion; ... to turn us from loyal subjects 
into traitors : from Christianity into heretics ; 
from sons of Qod into sons of the devil; 
from Catholics into infidels, and from 
Spaniards into barbarians : such is the 
mission of the propaganda." But not to 
multiply such indications of priestly terror, 
arising from the operations of this society, 
which we have largely before us, we give the 
following from a number of the Edinburgh 
Witfussj which appeared in 1859: ''The 
Spanish provincial papers nearly all con- 
tfdn communications from different parties 
alleging that they are continually receiving 
by post, or by other public conveyance, Pro- 
testant tracts in the Spanish language, printed 
in London. 'This onslaught against the 
established religion of the country has not 
failed,' says the Morning Herald^ * to cause a 
sensation in the realm. .... The subject of 
Protestant propaganda by means of Protestant 
tracts, is one upon which there is a sort of 
nnanimity of the press — a unanimity which 
has shown itself in general reprobation of tbe 
propaganda alluded to.'" The large cities, 



specially those on the sea coast, had been by 
that date more or less permeated by these 
denounced publications, and an under-current 
of awakened thought among many of the 
people was thereby produced. Matamoros, 
Alhama, and others were some of the fruits 
of this mission. The persecution followed; 
some of the converts, with Matamoros, were 
imprisoned, and others fled to Gibraltar and 
elsewhere. In 1868 the Revolution occurred, 
through which, as General Prim announced, 
every man could now enter Spain with his 
Bible under his arm, and teach its doctrines. 
At the Revolution, the Bible Societies, the 
Religious Tract Society, and other evangelical 
agencies, rushed into Spain to occupy the 
land for Christ. These have all unflinch- 
ingly maintained their work, to the great 
spiritual benefit of Spain. The work of 
this society was, as may be supposed, largely 
consolidated and extended after the Revolu- 
tion of 1868. 

But now we must take a long leap from 
that year, and present the following summary 
of the present agencies : — 
Missionary Superinteadent — The Henry R. 

Duncan, of Cordova. 
CeDtre Stations— viz., in Madrid, Seville, 

Cadiz, Hnelva, Granada, Cordova, Utrera 7 
CoDgregationa in the above-named towns ... 7 
Missionary Agents of Centre Stations — viz., 
Mr. Duncan, above mentioned, Sefiores 
Cabrera, Alonso, Hernandez, Jimenez, 
Alhama, Calamita, and Abeza, City Mis- 
sionary in Seville 8 

Minor Missions under the above Missionary 

Agents 14 

Other Stations where itinerant Mission Ser- 
vices have been held 16 

Evangelical Night Schools for Adults 5 

Bible Day Schools for Children 6 

Teachers, not including Alhama, who oon- 
ducts the Night School in Granada for 

men, in addition to his other work 8 

Sabbath Schools at all the Centre Stations 7 
To the above-stated agencies maintained by 
this mission we must add the work of 
supplying Spaniards and Portuguese visiting 
our sea-ports with the Scriptures, mainly 
single gospels and evangelical tracts, and 
the holding of regular mission services in 
the London Docks. This mission likewise 
embraces the despatch of gospels and tracts, 
per book post, from Edinburgh to the higher 
classes in Spain. 

All the expenditure attending the pro- 
secution of the whole evangelical work, 
and the expenses of raising funds and of 
home management, amounted during 1877 
to £2,075 12s. 7^. It is too early yet, 
while this is passing through the press, to 
estimate the expenditure for 1878, but it is 
thought it may not exceed that of 1877. 



74 



KVANOELIGAL CHRISTSNDOM. 



[]EM«hl,UnL 



These agencies have been maintained dar- 
ing the whole of 1877 and 18 78, or during 
a portion of these years. The need, however, 
for extended work is very great. In the 
provinces of Andalusia a large number of 
people are crying out for the GospeL The 
following is such a cry from Chiclana to the 
Society's Spanish agent in Cadiz : — 
" Rev. Senor D. Jos^ Hernandez y Ortega. 

" Dear and respected Brother and Pastor, 
— ^The subscribers have the honour of mani- 
festing to you that, having now passed 
several years in which you have been 
coming from time to time, preaching the 
T^ord of the Lord among us poor sinners, 
having taken us out of the darkness and 
error in which we were when we belonged 
to the Church of Rome, we, after having 
truly come to know the way of salva- 
tion by means of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ preached by you, desire that 
you should kindly establish a mission in 
this city, which has such need ; as we 
believe that, with the Lord's blessing, said 
mission once established, in a locale set apart 
for the service, many souls would come to 
receive spiritual pasturage by means of the 
preaching. 

" We take advantage of the present occa- 
sion of having you amongst us on this day, 
once more to instruct us with the comforting 
words of the Gospel. 



'^ We pray the Lord that He vouchsafe to 
bless us with His Holy and Divine Spirit. 

<< The brethren in the faith of Christ." 
[Signed by twenty-one persons.] 

This in poor, dark Spain, is evidence of 
itself that the Gospel is progressing among 
her people. 

But the full idea of the openings and 
success of this mission, under the Lord's 
blessing, cannot possibly be realized from 
so brief a glance at its existing operations. 
The fact is, a lai^e portion of the people are 
ripe for the Gospel, and the Rev. Henry R. 
Duncan, the society's Missionary Superinten- 
dent, is only hampered in the extending 
work in Andalusia by the straitness of the 
society's resources. This paper is there- 
fore presented to the Christian public in the 
hope of awakening a more wide-spread 
interest in the work of this society, and 
likewise of producing ai^ increased amoimt 
of financial support Without further re- 
mark, we refer to the advertisement, headed 
the same as this article, in another colunm, 
as to some important - particulars we cannot 
insert in this already too lengthened com- 
munication. 

Maria D. Peddik, 
Hon. Secretary of the Spanish 
Evangelization Society, Grange 
Bank House, Momingside, £din- 
buigh. 



ST. ANTHONrS DAY IN ZARAGOZA. 



Zaragoza, Jan. 17, 1879. 

A curious incident took place in front of 
our chapel last evening. Saturday and to- 
day St. Anthony, the father of Monasticism, 
is honoured here with great ringing of bells ; 
and in the evening hundreds of bonfires are 
kindled in the streets, around which children 
and old men gather, young men and maidens 
frolic, roast potatoes, dance, and make merty. 
In the short distance to our chapel we last 
night passed more than six bonfires, some of 
which it was difficult to get by on account of 
the fire, smoke, and crowds. As we were 
passing one of them, a girl caught hold of 
my w&e's shawl, and, giving it a jerk, said, 
** Now, now, Dona Alicia, this shawl for the 
fire ! " (Nearly every one in that part of the 
city appears to know us by name.) We 
heard that at another fire a woman was 
knocked down, badly burnt, and her basket 
burnt up. 

At 6 P.H., a short time before our Thurs- 
day evening meeting, the tall wooden image 
of St. Anthony was brought out of one of the 



most ancient churches in Zaragoza and borne 
in state on the shoulders of four men, ac- 
companied by a band of music, a crowd of 
people, and five priests, one of them dressed 
in full sacerdotcd robes. When, in passing 
through St. Paul's Street, it reached our 
chapel, a halt was conmianded, and the music 
stopped. The saint's back was then cere- 
moniously turned to our door. Next all the 
priests removed their hats, while one of their 
number fell upon his knees on the side-walk 
directly in front of the chapel, and with many 
bows began, some say, to pray, others, to 
curse. He repeated in Latin what were pro- 
bably forms of exorcism. Some say he was 
heard to mutter, among other things, " You 
Jews, you heretics, you worse than the In- 
quisition ! " He continued kneeling and mut- 
tering ten or fifteen minutes. 

The priests and the saint quite blocked the 
street, and the crowd became impatient to 
pass along. A man asked three times re- 
spectfully that they would let him pass, as he 
was in a hurry. Finding they paid no at- 



Manli 1, ura.] 



BTAMQVLIGAL CHRISTENDOM, 



75 



tention, he forced his way through, pushing 
them right and left, saying, '* I don't ask 
more than three times of any one, be he 
priest or friar or monk." Next a woman 
said she must pass, and the priests tried to 
stop her. " You must reverence me," said 
one of them ; *' I can give life, and I can for- 
give sins." She pushed him aside and passed 
on, comparing him to the devil-possessed 
swiue represented with the image of St 
Anthony, while the crowd applauded. None 
of these were persons in any way connected 
with our chapel. The priests, instead of 
having made an impressive ceremony which 
should awe the people and frighten them 
away from us, only succeeded in making 
themselves the laughing-stock of the crowd. 
We are now having larger audiences than 
common. 

We are not hated by all, even of the 
priests. I am assured on credible authority 
that there is a priest who, whenever he passes 
the door of our chapel, raises his hat iu sign 
of respect, as it is customary for them to do 
when they pass the doors of their own 
churches. I should like to make the ac- 
quaintance of that priest. 

We have just received letters from Dona 



Baldomera, a Bible-woman, telling of her 
evangelistic work from town to town through 
the province of Salamanca. Though she gives 
express orders to have no more than twenty per- 
sons present at any one meeting, they find it 
impossible to keep the people away. She is 
frequently compelled to hold three or four 
meetings a day, fmd often the people throng 
her 80 to hear the Word of Qod, that it is 
difficult for her to get time to eat or sleep : 
her hosts have to guard the doors to keep the 
people out. When she ^holds meetings, the 
rooms of the house, doors, windows, and 
streets are thronged. This is the more notice- 
able and gratifying in that she is a plain 
woman, dresses plainly, and her talks are 
simple expositions of the Gospel, without the 
least sensationalism. If the Qovemment re- 
strictions were removed, there would doubt- 
less be much readiness to hear the Gospel in 
most of the towns and villages of Spain, for 
the province of Salamanca is one of the most 
priest-ridden and fanatical in the land. 
Yours truly, 

Thomas L. Gulice, 
Secretary of the Spanish and Portu- 
guese Evangelical Alliance. 



ITALY. 

MISSIONS OF THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH. 



The report of the Central Committee for 
England in Aid of Waldensian Missions, just 
issued, gives an account of the progress of 
the work, during the past year, in various 
parts of Italy. The facts thus presented are 
derived from letters written by Signor Prochet, 
President of the Waldensian Committee of 
Evangelization, and from the report laid be- 
fore the last Synod of the Waldensian Church, 
already reported, with the statistics of its 
missions, in these pages (Evan. Chris.^ 1878, 
p. 331). We here quote some of the more 
interesting passages of the English Committee's 
report, which will be new to most of our 
readers. 

RELIGION IN BUSINESS. 

The indefatigable President, Signor Prochet, 
has visited many stations in the North, and 
thanks God that he was so much encouraged 
and cheered by what he saw of the attention 
and eagerness with which the people listened 
to the preaching of the Gospel in San Fedele, 
Como, Milan, Castiglione, Gnidizzolo, Mon- 
zambano, etc ; while in his own congregation, 
in Via Assarotti, Genoa, he finds fellow- 
wmkeis who visit the sick and sorrowing 
oneai 



Writing of his large class of catechumens, 
and of his prosperous Sunday-school, Signor 
Prochet tells of a boy of fourteen years whose 
standard of morality is at least as high as that 
which prevails in many places of business in 
England. The lad, Paolino, is employed in 
a hatter's shop in Genoa. The master, who 
thinks, like many others, that it is fair to tell 
a lie for his own profit, overheard his appren- 
tice informing a customer that the hat he was 
showing him was a second-hand one, and in 
consequence beat and abused the boy, angrily 
asking him, " Why did you not say it was a 
new one ? " " Because he asked me." " You 
simpleton," replied the master, "the man 
knows nothing about hats, and would have 
paid for it as a new one.'' " Give me any- 
thing to do, sir, that you please, and I will 
do it ; but I cannot tell a lie.'' And the 
young fellow stands firm, notwithstanding the 
reproaches of his master and the ridicule of 
his fellow-apprentices. 

The present religious condition of Italy 
and the scarcity of labourers makes the work 
of itinerating very necessary. 

THE BIBLE-GABBIAOE, 

of which we wrote last year, is still employed 
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succesafully, under the direction of Signor 
Stefano Kevel, pastor at Guastalla. Many 
towns have been visited, in connection with 
it, in the Venetian province, and many Bibles 
and Scripture portions have been sold, es- 
pecially copies of the Gospel of St John. In 
the course of a few days sales were effected to 
the amount of 90 lire. An attempt was also 
made to introduce the Bible-carriage into 
Kome, but the required permission was re- 
fused on the groimd that such a thing would 
be contrary to public propriety {PercM non ^ 
cosa decente). 

In the valley of Susa as many as 

EIGHT MIS6I0NABT JOURNETS 

have been made by the evangelist, Signor 
Fomerone, who visited one hundred and 
twenty-five places, and preached the Qospel 
to a thousand persons. The names of many 
of these places are familiar to readers of 
Waldensian history as battle-fields in con- 
nection with the Olorieuse Bentrie, Entirely 
avoiding controversy, Signor Fornerone spoke 
of the love of Christ, and of His work of re- 
demption. One evening, at Sanze d'Oulz, 
where about thirty persons were assembled 
in a stable, he read and spoke to them about 
the Gospel for four hours. The mistress of 
the house then asked if he would recite the 
rosary with them before leaving. He ex- 
pressed his regret that he was unable to com- 
ply with her request, as he did not know the 
rosary ; but added, " If you like, I will pray 
in my own way, and you can follow my 
words in your hearts ; then, if you wish, you 
can repeat your rosary." He then stood up, 
those present doing the same, and after a 
short and simple prayer, to which they 
heartily said " Amen," they exclaimed, " We 
like that ; we need not repeat the rosary to- 
night.'' He left the place, followed by their 
farewells and cordial thanks. This earnest 
evangelist also acts as colporteur, and many 
are the Bibles and Testaments he has sold, 
besides tracts, a great number of the latter 
having been written by Desanctis. On one 
occasion, finding a man in a cemetery, weep- 
ing for a lost friend, he spoke to him of death 
as the wages of sin, and then read to him the 
story of the resurrection of Lazarus. The 
mourner listened with astonishment, and, 
seizing the book, asked where he could get 
one like it. The copy was immediately given 
him, and he readily paid for it, thanking his 
benefactor, with whom he walked for some 
distance, conversing on the precious truths 
thus made known to him. 

TWO NI5W PLACES OF WOBSHIP 

have been opened — namely, at Coazze, near 



the town of Pinerolo, the railway station for 
Torre Pellice, where there are fourteen com- 
municants and as many regular attendants^ 
besides a large number of occasional listeners ; 
the other at Vallecrosia, between Mentone 
and Bordighera, which is due, like the Instituto 
Evangelico, to the generosity and devotion of 
Mrs. Boyce. Signor A. B. Tron held services 
in a hall for some time before the erection of 
the chapel. The Institute is well worthy of 
a visit, and we would urge upon Christian 
travellers the duty Qf seeking out brethren on 
the Continent, who are living and working in 
the midst of ignorance and superstition. The 
interest of a tour is increased a hundredfold 
by so doing, and even a few words spoken in 
English by a stranger, though they have to 
be translated, are a refreshment to those who 
have perhaps scarcely seen any* Evangelical 
Christian besides their own evangelist. Pastor 
A. S. Malan now holds services both here and 
at San Remo, in Via Umberto Primo, and 
there is a small gathering of Christians at 
Oneglia, 2, Via Castello, presided over by the 
evangelist, F. Pugno. The little congregation 
at San Fedele, Val d'Intelvi, near Lake Como, 
which has been in existence for fifteen years^ 
has, by the personal labour of its Qiembeis, 
provided itself with a pretty little Gothic 
church. For two years they have worked at 
it with their own hands, the site having been 
a gift. 

BERVICBS AND SCHOOLS IN FLORENCE. 

The congregation assembling in the Palazzo 
Salviati, Florence, is prospering under the 
care of Professor Emilio Comba. The evening 
services are specially well attended; and at 
the children's service, held on the last Sunday 
in each month, the chapel is always well filled. 
There is another Waldensian congregation in 
Florence, under the pastorate of Professor 
Geymonat, which has lately taken possession 
of a new church, Chiesa dell' Oratorio, in Via 
Palazzuolo. With each of these congregatiuna 
a flourishing Sunday-school is connected. The 
day-schools are helped by Madame Bevel, 
widow of the * beloved Dr. Bevel, who on 
several occasions pleaded the cause of Wal- 
densian missions in this country. 

ROMAN SCHOOLS AND SERVICEa 

The five day-schools in Home contain 180 
pupils, 76 of whom are from Roman Catholic 
families. The Sunday-schools are efficiently 
directed by M. Gamieri, and by Miss Caroline 
Dalgas, who has also the superintendence of 
the boarding-school for girls of the upper 
classes — an establishment of much utility, 
not, however, connected with the Waldensian 
Church. A very welcome provision has beeo 
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made for the sick, hy means of a legacy left 
to the Waldenaian Church by the late Madame 
Thdr^se Dominici, a member of the congrega- 
tion ; the Protestants being so much tor- 
mented in the general hospitals by the bigoted 
monks and nuns, medical attendance in their 
own homes has been provided for their bene- 
fit with the funds thus bequeathed. 

Three new congregations connected with 
Borne appear on our list. 1. That of Poggio 
Mirteto, a town in the Sabine hills, handed 
over, by mutual consent, from the Free to 
the Waldensian Church. An earnest evan- 
gelist, Giovanni Sautucci, has laboured there 
for several years, and still continues his work ; 
Signor Ribetti, from Rome, visiting the little 
church occasionally. 2. Ariccia, where a 
schoolmaster, formerly a member of the con- 
gregation at Rome, conducts a small day- 
school and Sunday-school. 3. Genzano, 
between which and Ariccia there are fifty 
catechumens. 

MISSION WORK IN NAPLES. 

The want of a convenient place of worship 
at Naples is a hindrance to the extension of 
the work; but the pastor, Signor Giovanni 
Pons, reports some progress in the develop- 
ment of Christian life in his flock, and the 
schools continue to be very satisfactory. An 
impulse has been given to congregational 
singing, here and elsewhere, by the publica- 
tion of a new collection of psalms and hymns, 
having more of the element of joy and praise 
in them, both as regards words and music, 
than the old one. At Leghorn, also, much 
attention has been given to this very im- 
portant part of public worship. 

Signor Pons, accompanied by a colporteur, 
lately went on a missionary tour in the pro- 
vince of Naples, selling Bibles, Testaments, 
and tracts to the amount of 1 20 lire. Eveiy- 
where they found souls thirsting for the 
truth, and their journey was a very blessed 
one. One day, at an inn, they foxmd seven- 
teen persons assembled at the dinner hour. 
''As strangers, we had each a plate ; the others 
had to be content with one between two per- 
sons. Before beginning every one looked to 
us to give the signal ; I said, * You know the 
proverb, Faese 6he vat, utame ehe iroid. In 
my country we are in the habit of giving 
God thanks when we sit down at table, and, 
with your permission, I will do the same here, 
for ourselves and for you.' After the prayer 
we were assailed with questions — ' How do 
you pray to Jesus Christ in your country ? ' 
This was ezectly what I wanted to come 
to, and by way of an answer I held a 
little service, reading 1 Cor. ziii. and John 



iii. 16, and concluding with prayer. The 
next day the eldest daughter of the house 
asked me to hold a second service, which 
being ended, we sold Bibles and Testaments 
and tracts to almost all present. When it 
was time to leave, the landlady said to me, 
with much emotion, ' Your Jesus Christ 
pleases me better than the priest's Jesus 
Christ; henceforth I will have no other.' 
And all, with tears in their eyes, exclaimed, 
< Pray to Jesus Christ for us, and come back 
as soon as you can.' " 

JOURNEYS IN SICILY. 

From Sicily we have tidings which rejoice 
our hearts. The earnest pastor, Signor 
Augusto Malan, has to undertake laborious 
and even dangerous joui-neys to reach other 
churches in the island than his own ; but if 
'^ the Master's work makes weary feet, it 
leaves the spirit glad ; " and he writes with 
reference to Riesi, a considerable town at 
some distance from Messina, in the mountains, 
where great interest has been shown for a year 
or two : '' I preached to crowds of people 
every evening I was there, and on Thursday 
the numbers were such as I have rarely seen 
elsewhere. Riesi is a grand field for the 
preaching of the Gospel, and when any one 
feels discouraged — if he does not fear a 
journey over mountains and precipices, 
through water and mud, and invariable filth, 
— ^he need only go there to find himself 
thoroughly encouraged and comforted. I ad- 
mitted four new members into the church, 
three women and one man. I must tell you 
about one of the women, for she is a wonder- 
ful instance of God's grace and of the power 
of the Gospel. 

SELF-TORTURE BY A DEVOTEE. 

'' She was a nun, but not * professed,' for 
fifty years, and lived sometimes in the convent 
of the Sisters in Terranuova Pansania, practis- 
ing self-mortification, fasting, and prayers 
without end. I went to her house to ques- 
tion her about her faith, because she finds it 
difficult to go out on account of the wounds 
which she has produced on herself by scourg- 
ing, and by which we may see that she is 
indeed one of those specially chosen by God, 
redeemed by the Lord Jesus, to be His for 
time and eternity. It is really horrible to 
hear of the penance she has done, of the 
torments she has inflicted on herself; and 
truly it makes one rejoice in the Lord to 
see how completely she has now placed all 
her confidence in Him, declaring with Saint 
Paul, that all these things which she did to 
procure salvation she now counts loss for 
Christ I am sorry I did not write down 
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what she said, but it was as nearly as pos- 
sible as follows: 'When I was in the con- 
vent I was sincere in seeking salvation, and 
with this end I confessed regularly, and much 
more frequently than the other nuns, who 
therefore made fun of me. I felt that I was 
a sinner, and my confessor taught me th*it 
confession and the lacerating of my body 
would save me. I passed hours on my knees, 
fasting and praying, before the altars ; I per- 
formed severe penances, and scourged myself 
when I was ordered to do so, altogether about 
four times a week. I thought I was doing 
right, and yet it seemed to me that I was 
always at the same point, for which I thank 
the Lord, for now I see that through the 
merits of the most holy Jesus all this was 
useless, and that I am saved by His sufferings, 
and by His most pure blood shed on the 
cross for miserable sinners. I, too, am a 
miserable sinner, and He died for me ! ' " 
Signer Malau adds : " This good nun showed 
me^ and then gave to me, the instrument 
with which she beat her naked shoulders 
when she scourged herself; it is an instru- 
ment which makes one shudder even to look 
at it. Imagine a piece of wood, about three 
inches long and an inch and a-half in dia- 
meter, stuck full of very sharp nails, the 
points turned outwards, and the heads fixed 
in the wood; a cord, about a yard long, 
fastened to one end of this by a nail, was 
held in the hand, and the instrument being 



by means of it thrown over the shoulder, it 
struck the back, a number of the sharp nails 
sticking into the flesh at every blow. I 
cannot think of the sufferings of this poor 
woman without my hair standing on end, 
and yet she told me that she submitted to 
this barbarous penance three or four times a 
week for years, though every time she struck 
herself the blood spurted out. And the con- 
fessor praised and encouraged her, and told 
her she was doing what was pleasing to the 
Lord ! While she described to me all these 
sufferings to which she had submitted in good 
faith, believing that she was really doing it 
for her sanctification, tears of compassion and 
of indignation filled my eyes — compassion for 
the poor woman, and indignation at this 
scoundrel of a monk, on whose shoulders I 
would willingly, and without mercy, have 
administered half-a-dozen blows with the in- 
strument which he had fabricated for his 
penitent. Now, thanks be to God, the un- 
happy nun has found the way of salvation, 
and it did one's heart good to hear her give 
thanks to the Lord Jesus. The last day I 
spent at Riesi was, in military phrase, a field- 
day. I have written above of the great num- 
ber of listeners who came to our meeting, 
pressing one against another in the close 
quarters of the hall. If we had had a place 
five times as large, I am sure it would have 
been filled." 



CONVERSIONS AND BAPTISMS AT SFEZU. 
[From a Correspondent] 

There has been resident of late at La 
Spezia the widow of one of the late Spanish 
Ambassadors to the Court of Russia. This 
lady, at an early age, had her eyes somewhat 
opened to the corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, but subsequently these views were 
followed by a desire also to possess a purer 
faith, and to be connected with a church 
which founded its authority entirely on the 
Word of Qod. After years of seeking and 
suffering, she was, in a most remarkable 
manner, directed to the Baptist Church in 
Spezia, and on the 25th of January she, with 
another candidate, was baptized in the 
Chapel in Casa Alberto, by the Rev. £. Clarke. 
The lady referred to has truly left all for 
Christ, and her history is one that demon- 
strates that there are martyrs now, as in the 
primitive ages of Christianity. Such was 
her joy in being permitted thus to demon* 
atrate her love to Christ in baptism, that she 
said, ** Had the water been living coals, she ' 



should have readily embraced them in her 
ardour to obey the commands of the Saviour." 

A workman in the Royal Arsenal, who was 
at the same time baptized, was somewhat 
awakened to the value of divine truth some 
six years ago, but fear for a time took pos- 
session of him, and, alarmed at the evidence 
of hostility, he left off attending the Evange- 
lical services. But the incorruptible seed of 
the kingdom had found a lodgment in his 
heart, and he felt^he must return to the spot 
where the light from heaven had entered Ms 
soul ; and after a lengthened time of proba- 
tion, he was fully accepted by the Church as 
a member. The service was one that made 
a deep impression on many present. 

The Spezia Mission is demonstrating a 
vitality and vigour in its schools, in ita 
preachers, and in its quiet but continuous and 
unpretentious progress. To me it has been 
a rich privilege to attend the special prayer- 
meetings that have been recently held aiace 
the decease of Mr. Sands, to hear the earnest 
prayers of the Italian converts, that Qod will 
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not allow tho misaioa to suffer as the result 
of the decease of the late worthy Treasurer. 
The mission, without the slightest exaggeration, 
may be said to be full of promise. that 
some friends, powerful in faith and temporal 
means, may be directed by God to render the 
mission now all that aid which would help 
its founder to sustain all the machinery now 
in operation, and carry out the large views 
of the late deyoted^reasurer, Mr. Sands ! 



PAPAL JUBILEB. 

Pope Leo xiii., following the example of 
many of his predecessors daring the first 



year of their pontificates, or at times when 
the necessity of the Church or the State 
required it, has proclaimed an extraordinary 
jubilee. Brought to this decision, the Pope 
states, by the approaching anniversary of 
his election (the 20th ult.), and by the 
knowledge of how necessary to him is the 
abundance of the divine grace in the fulfil- 
ment of his arduous ministry in this time 
of mournful strife, and while the Church is 
labouring in such troublous waters, he pro- 
claims an indulgence in the form of a general 
jubilee to the whole Catholic world from the 
2nd day of March to Whit-Sunday. 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Correspondent.] 

^ Prussia, Feb. 12, 1879. 

RELIGION A2n> BDUCATION. 

Dr. Falk took an opportunity during the 
debates on the Budget in the House of 
Deputies to vindicate his school policy. He 
began by sayiug that it was often charged 
against him that he had weakened religious 
influence, and that he had even been made 
responsible for the growth of Social Demo- 
cracy. He would, for the moment, leave 
aside the questions of mixed schools and 
secular superintendence, and only speak of 
the regulations made by him compared with 
those existing under his predecessors. He 
mentioned, first, that he could not be made 
responsible for Social Democracy, as hid 
regulations only existed since 1872, so that 
the children educated since that time were 
not yet grown up. On the contrary, Hodel 
had been brought up under the old system, 
and knew a number of passages of the Bible. 
There had been at all times complaints of 
the young schoolmasters. In diminishing 
the number of religious lessons, verses from 
the Bible, and hymns that had to be 
committed to memory, he thought that 
religious knowledge itself would not suffer, 
but, on the contrary, that it would enter more 
into the hearts of the children. The whole 
nation had desired a reform in the regula- 
tions, as the various conferences of school- 
masters and the Oartenlaube had shown. 
He had created a number of new schoolp, 
and increased the number of teachers. He 
was convinced that the time he had been 
in office would be considered a happy one for 
the school management in Prussia. This 
speech, which was very much applauded by 
the left side of the House, has produced a 
paioful sensation in religious circles. No- 



body ever really made Dr. Falk responsible 
for the growth of Social Democracy ; not even 
for the increase, in our day, of an anti- 
Christian tendency ; so it was easy to defend 
himself against an imaginary charge. Every- 
body also willingly acknowledges that the 
present Minister for Public Worship has 
done a great deal to multiply schools, and 
to raise them in outward matters and in 
point of intellectual development. But the 
influence which he exercises on religious 
instruction is not generally considered, 
among decided Christians, to be salutary. 
However, Dr. Falk did not say a word on 
those things which create most alarm — on 
the frequent combination of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic children in undenomi- 
national schools, and on the appointment of 
secular inspectors. Whether it is better to 
have the children learn more or fewer Bible 
verses and hymns by heart, is a question 
on which there may be different opinions; 
but it is not true that, by the former regula- 
tions, the greatest importance was attached 
to this outward learning. It is certainly 
very painful to hear from the mouth of the 
Minister that the assassin Hddel knew many 



passages of the Bible by heart. This may 
be the case ; but what conclusion can the 
nation draw, if it is stated thus ? And it was 
also painful to hear Dr. Falk quote as 
authorities the conferences of schoolmasters, 
which have always been attended by the un- 
believing masters only, and the Oarienlavbey 
a wide-spread illustrated periodical, which is 
pervaded by a systematic hostility to every- 
thing Christian. The Conservative members 
of the House took the opportunity strongly 
to censure the teaching at Lippstadt, where 
the schoolmaster has instructed the children 
in the theories of Darwin, and has paza- 
phrased the first verse of the Gospel of St 
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John thas : ** In the beginning was carbon." 
With reference to 

THE BTRUOaLE WITS ROME, 

nothing new has occurred. The Bill of the 
Ultramontanes to restore Articles 15 to 16 
of our Constitution, has been rejected almost 
without discussion. Even those who truly 
wish the independence of all churches could 
not simply annihilate all that was done, with- 
out any guarantees for peace from the Roman 
cleigy. 

THE SCHRAMM CASE. 

The parochial council of St. James*s 
Church has resolved to have Mr. Schramm's 
letter, in which he refuses to continue any 
longer a candidate for that church, printed 
and circulated in the parish. As the letter 
is full of invectives against both the Con- 
sistory and the Supreme Consistory, and the 
circulation can only have as its object to 
excite the coogregation in favour of his 
party, the Consistory has forbidden this. 
It certainly is not justifiable to employ 
church money for such purposes. 

MR. STOCKBR 

received the Order of the Red Eagle at the 
annual distribution of orders in January. 
It may be questionable whether such decora- 
tions are suitable for the clergy ; but as they 
are given, this one is a valuable proof that 
Mr. Stocker's activity among the working 
classes, and the formation of the Christian 
Working Men's Party, has not met with the 
displeasure of the Emperor or of his Cbvem- 
ment. 

SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 

The Minister for Trade has issued an 
order that on the State railways only such 
works of repair should be done on Sundays 
as are uigenUy necessary for safety of the traffic 

HOME MISSIONS 

are, as I have several times had occasion to 
mention, steadily progressing in G^ermany. 
In Saxony, the Church Qovemment now 
takes a very friendly attitude to this good 
work, and the new agent of the Saxon Home 
Missionary Society has been inducted into 
his office by a member of the Consistory 
with the same ceremonies as if it had been 
to a pastorate. Even Sundaynschools, which 
encountered such difficulties in Dresden until 
1871 that they were even forbidden in 
1867, have now received a remarkable 
official sanction in the new Book of 
Liturgy for the Saxon Church. This book 
also contains a short Liturgy to be used 
in Sunday-schools. Our Emperor has just 
shown his interest in the Berlin City Mis- 
sion by a donation of 2^000 marks. 



BR. VON HARLESS, 

for many years President of the Supreme 
Consistory of the Protestant Church of 
Bavaria, has resigned his office. At the age 
of seventy-two, and with weak health, he no 
longer felt equal to the duties of his position. 
As a very decided Lutheran, and an eneigetic 
man^ he has had many enemies, but also 
many friends; and all recognized his great 
abilities and his zeal. His resignation must 
be felt as a loss to his Church. 

PROFESSOR BECK, 

of Tubingen, died on the 28th of December 
last, and with him entire German Protestant- 
ism loses a teacher of divinity in his way un- 
equalled. Students of theology from all parts 
of Germany came for some time to Tiibingen 
to hear him. He drew his ideas from no 
human system, but only from the Bible; 
and his chief desire was to touch the heart 
and move the will of his listeners. He said, 
on one occasion, that he must be a Christian 
professor (confess Christ) before he could be 
a professor of theology. He did not belong 
wholly to any one party in the Church. He 
could not be a strong Lutheran, as renewed 
study of the Bible was his principal wish, 
and he could not therein be fettered by 
Church creeds ; but neither did he like the 
opposite extreme of theology, inasmuch as he 
held very high views of inspiration. If a 
man of a character like this sometimes 
showed too little appreciation of practical 
Church work, it matters nt)t. In drawing 
students of theology to Christ he did more 
than many others. 



THE BIBLE SOCIBTT's WORK IN OERMANT. 

The Rev. G. Palmer Davies, the Superin- 
tendent of the work of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in Germany, has been 
honoured by an interview with the Crown 
Prince and Princess of Germany. A memorial 
which he left in the hands of the Prince 
states that while its field is the world, there 
is no country out of England in which the 
society has developed such activity as in 
Germany. It carries on its work there bj a 
band of some eighty men, who, in various 
characters, are in its exclusive employ. 
Nearly seventy are colporteurs, who traverse 
the country and visit the towns, villages, 
farmhouses and cottages, from the Russian 
to the Swiss, and from the Austrian to the 
Dutch, Belgian, I'and French frontiers. The 
result is a circulation in Germany and Switzer- 
land of between 300,000 and 400,000 copies 
every year. Some 2,000 or 3,000 of these 
are given away. The rest are bought 
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THE NSW BISHOP OF DUBHAH. 

The Queen has nominated the Key. Joseph 
Barber Lightfoot, D.D., Canon of St. Paal's 
and Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cam- 
bridge, to fill the see of Durham, vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Baring. Dr. Lightfoot 
was bom at Liverpool in the year 1828. At 
the outset of his university career he obtained 
a scholarship at Trinity College, Cambridge ; 
he graduated B.A. in 1851, coming out as a 
Wrangler, Senior Classic, and Senior Chan- 
cellor's Medallist. He became Fellow of his 
college, was admitted to holy orders in 1854, 
and served for four years in the diaconate. 
Eight years ago he was appointed by Mr. 
Gladstone to be a Canon Residentiary of St 
Paul's, and in 1875 became Deputy Clerk of 
the Closet and Maigaret Professor. He has 
been Whitehall Preacher, and Select Preacher 
before both Universities. His Commentaries 
on the Epistles have passed through several 
editions, and he has contributed largely to 
" The Speaker's Commentary," *' Smith's Dic- 
tionary of the Bible," and '^ Dictionary of 
Christian Antiquities.'* A correspondent of 
the Fall Mali OazetU writes: ''Like Dr. 
Vaughan, Dr. Lightfoot is one of the few men 
who have said ' Nolo Episcopari' to an English 
bishopric, having refused the see of Lichfield 
when offered him by the Earl of Derby, after 
Bishop Selwyn had declined it on the first 
occasion. The Canon was a great friend of 
the Prince Consort's, whose chaplain he was, 
and has long been the Archbishop of Canter^ 
buy's chief examining chaplain. Dr. Light- 
foo^B stores of learning are in his lectures and 
sermons so arranged as to be intelligible to all 
of moderate education ; and his lectures in St. 
Paul's Cathedral on early Church history were 
attended by a large number of young men en- 
gaged in business in the City^ who were able 
thoroughly to follow him. His voice is against 
him as a preacher, but for substance few ser- 
mons can be compared with his. They always 
contain solid matter, but it is set forth in 
epigrammatic sentences which cannot fail to 
aizest attention. The Canon's sermon at the 
Church Congress at Croydon was a master- 
piece of composition* In Dr. Lightfoot the 
diocese of Durham will secure a scholar of 
European reputation, a man of broad and 
liberal sympathies, in which High and Broad 
Church leanings can neither of them be said 
to have the ascendency ; one eminently fair, 
a hard workeiy and — ^what to the cathedral 



body will be no ordinary boon — one who ap- 
preciates and desires to develop cathedral in- 
stitutions." It is pointed out that previous 
to the present appointment, for two centuries 
at least the see of Durham has never been 
filled by any one who was not previously a 
bishop. 

JUDGMENT IN THE ST. VBDAST's CASE. 

Lord Penzance, as Dean of Arches, held a 
special Court on the 8th ult., in one of the 
Committee Rooms of the House of Lords, 
and gave judgment in the case of " Sergeant 
and Others v. the Rev. T. Pelham Dale," 
which was discussed on a former occasion. 
His lordship said : The proceedings were 
under the Public Worship Regulation Act. 
The respondent had not appeared or taken 
any part in the proceedings. The representa- 
tions contained twelve charges of illegal con- 
duct in the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion. In the 1st, 2nd, 6th, 7th, and 
8th articles the respondent was charged with 
the use of lighted candles, with the wearing 
of illegal vestments, with bowing and bending 
his body over the holy table during the 
prayer of consecration, with mixing water 
with wine and administering it to the com- 
municants, and with unlawfully elevating the 
bread and wine in an unauthorized manner. 
In the 9 th and 12th articles he was charged 
with making the sign of the cross with his 
hand towards the congregation at the time of 
saying the Absolution and at other times 
during the cel^ration of the Holy Commu- 
nion, and with causing or permitting the 
hymn known as the "Agnus Dei" to be 
sung immediately after the consecration. The 
third charge was of wearing a cap known as a 
" biretta " while officiating in church. The 
4th artide charged the respondent with 
standing on the west side of the holy table 
during the prayer of consecration, between 
the people and the communion table, and 
with his back to the people, so as to prevent 
the communicants present from seeing him 
break the bread and take the cup with his 
hand. All these articles were pronounced by 
the Court to have been proved, and the 
learned judge admonished the respondent to 
refrain from the like conduct in the future. 
The 6th article related to the use and ad- 
ministration by the respondent of unleavened 
bread or unleavened wafers instead of bread 
such as is usual to be eaten. This article, 
and this only, his lordship held to be not 
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proved. The 10th Vticle charged the re- 
spondent with causing or permitting a bell 
to be mng or tolled during the prayer of con- 
eecration, and the 11th complained of his 
unlawfully elevating the alms of the people 
before placing the same on the table. These 
were declared to be proved, and the learned 
Dean admonished Mr. Dale to refrain from 
these practices in future. Finally, after 
remarkiug upon the strange and undignified 
conduct of the respondent in relation to 
these proceedings, his lordship declared judg- 
ment against Mr. Dale, and condemned him 
in the costs of the proceedings. 

THE SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETT. 

The annual public meeting of the National 
Bible Society of Scotland was held on the 
4th ult, in Edinburgh. There was a very 
large attendance of ladies and gentlemen, the 
chair being occupied by Lord Balfour of Bur- 
leigh. Bev. Dr. Qoold, the Eastern Secretary, 
submitted the annual report. The circulation 
of the Scriptures effected duriug the year 1678 
amounted to the large number of 495,548 
copies of the Scriptures, taking the Bibles, 
Testaments, and portions together, and it im- 
plied an increase of no less than 134,356 on 
the issue of the past year, and of nearly 
40,000 on any previous year. Their circula- 
tion within the last year was by far the 
largest the society had ever attained. A 
large staff of colporteurs was sustained by the 
society — 220 men in number — ^besides the gra- 
tuitous agencies to which reference ought to 
be made in all thankfulness for the help they 
had given them during so many years. The 
field in which their society was operating 
covered now fully twenty-seven different 
countries, and they acted upon the principle 
that they avoided all interference with any 
field that was occupied by any other society. 
He might illustrate the extent of the field if 
he mentioned that some of their colporteurs 
distributed the Scriptures in sixteen different 
languages, and it was of importance to notice 
that the result of all this in those different 
fields was not merely to succeed in diffusing 
the Scriptures widely, but to create a spirit 
of inquiry that might issue in the best results. 
The Doctor proceeded to read from the report 
an extract relative to the distribution of the 
Scriptures among the Austro-Hungarian 
soldiery, and among the soldiers of our own 
army in Afghanistan. In conclusion, he said 
their free income for the year had been 
£14,776, return from Scriptures sold amount- 
ing to £11,000, making, in all, total receipts 
£25,923. That sum was slightly behind 
the amount they had at their disposal last 



year, but the deficiency arose from the fact 
that the legacies had not been so great or so 
numerous in 1878 as in the year preceding. 
They had, however, a large legacy which 
would fall due in the course of a few months. 
He urged upon the members of the society 
the necessity of still further exerting them- 
selves on its behalf during the year which 
had now begun. The report was adopted. 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh and other gentle- 
men, in brief addresses, bore testimony to the 
usefulness of the society, and to the great 
good which it had in the past been the means 
of accomplishing. 

THE LATE DR. tiUGH H^NEILE. 

The Very Rev. Dean McNeile, d.d., died 
on the evening of January 28, at Bourne- 
mouth. He expired peacefully^ and appa- 
rently without the slightest pain. We 
abridge the following sketch of his life— the 
best we have seen — ^from the Record : Hugh 
McNeile was bom early in the year 1795, on 
the family estate of Ballycastle, in the county 
of Antrim. About the age of twenty he 
passed his degree as b.a., at Trinity College, 
Dublin, with the reputation of being a good 
scholar and a young man of talent. His 
family designed him for the legal profession, 
and he was entered as a student at Lincoln's 
Inn ; but in the midst of a whirl of worldly 
amusements, he received the heavenly call 
which induced him to consecrate his talents 
and his energies to the service of his Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ. In 1820 he was 
ordained to a curacy in the county of Donegal 
and diocese of Baphoe,^ which his future 
father-in-law, the celebrated Dr. Magee, was 
then bishop. He married his diocesan's 
daughter in 1822, the year when his lordship 
was translated to the Archbishopric of Dublin. 
He came to England, where the eloquence of 
his well-studied but unwritten Evangelical 
sermons at once attracted notice, wherever be 
happened to be invited to preach. It is a 
mistake to suppose that at that time Mr. 
Henry Drummond '^had begun to adopt 
those peculiar theological views by which 
he was afterwards somewhat conspicuous," 
or that '* Edward Irving was in the height 
of his popularity, and the young incumbent 
was not unnaturally attracted by his mar- 
vellous oratory and stimulated to mix himself 
in the controversy which his peculiar views 
provoked ** ! It is true that Edward Irving 
came to London and preached his first 
sermon on the second Sunday of July, 1822 ; 
but then he was little known, and it was not 
till 1823 that the tide of his popularity set 
in. Most certainly there was no eonneetioa 
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betf^een Dr. McNeile's appointmeut to Al- 
bury and Mr. Irving'e "peculiar views." Mr. 
Drammond had but recently purchased the 
estate of Albnry, and the rectory was vacant 
He had heard of a young Irish clergyman who 
preached the pure Qospel with wonderful elo- 
quence and power. He himself determined 
that he would go to hear him preach ; and 
having done so, he was so struck with the 
combined excellences of the preacher and the 
sermon that he went into the vestry after the 
service, and, having introduced himself ,to 
the preacher, there and then offered him the 
vacant living. This offer issued in its accept- 
ance, and for nearly eleven years Dr. McNeile 
was Rector of Albury. His popularity in 
his own neighbourhood was at once esta- 
blished. It was not till 1825 that the 
prophetical questions came to the front. The 
publication of the two volumes of Edward 
Irving's sermons intituled "Babylon Fore- 
doomed of God," originated the Albury Con- 
ferences. It was in 1826 that, to use 
Irving's own words, Mr. Drummond invited 
a party of "ministers and laymen of any 
orthodox communion whom he knew or could 
ascertain to be interested in prophetic studies, 
that they should assemble at his house at 
Albury Park, in Surrey, on the 1st day of 
Advent, that we might deliberate for a fall 
week upon the great prophetic questions 
which do at present most intimately concern 
Christendom. . . . Under the moderation of 
the Bev. Hugh McNeile, the Rector of the 
parish of Albury, we spent six full days in 
close and laborious examination of the Scrip- 
tures." The conferences were continued an- 
nually for several years, and were, at least, 
innocuous, if not always edifying. But 
Henry Drummond's Athenian love of novelty 
exposed him to the fascinations of the 
sensational, whilst Edward Irving always 
avowed that he hated men of clear ideas, 
and delighted in ideas just looming in the 
mist. Amidst those who responded to the 
bidding to Albury, there were some at the 
later meetings who suggested the revival of 
miracles, the cure of diseases by faith rather 
than medicine, and who, unlike the Psalmist, 
delighted to indulge in speculations about 
the deep things of Qod, and things "too 
high ** for fallible man. Oat of this arose 
confusion as to the humanity of our blessed 
Lord, about fancied miracles, and incoherent 
utterances which Dr. McNeile, in his pub- 
lished letter to Mr. Spencer Perceval, showed 
to be nothing better than unmeaning gib- 
bensh. The three last years of Dr. McNeile's 
residence at Albury must have been to him 



very painful. But after the Port Glasgow 
apostolic movement in 1832, he separated 
himself from all association with the Irvingites, 
and in the following year, when his friend the 
patron of his living usurped the office of 
" angel and pastor of Albury," and ultimately 
that of an apostle, he left his rectory in 
charge of a faithful curate, the Rev. G. F. 
Dawson, whom Dr. Drummond never recog- 
nized. In 1834 Dr. McNeile obtained at 
Liverpool the very position for which most 
probably he was best qualified, that of 
incumbent of the new proprietary church of 
St. Jude's. 

His removal to Liverpool was a great 
success. To the various attractions of voice, 
of manner, and of stately presence which 
made him an orator of surpassing eloquence, 
there was added that which still more 
engaged the sympathies of his people — the 
conviction that he was in earnest, and felt 
that he had a message to deliver. St. Jude's 
was only a proprietary church in a compara- 
tively poor neighbourhood, but it soon had a 
most refined and even aristocratic congrega- 
tion, and its minister was certainly the most 
influential man in Liverpool, growing in 
popularity and influence with every succeed- 
ing year. Towards the close of 1847, some 
of Mr. McNeile's friends and admirers built 
for him, in the district known as Princess 
Park, at a cost of between £11,000 and 
£12,000, the Church of St. Paul. Having 
resigned the living of St. Jude, which was 
placed in good hands, he migrated to St. 
Paul's. It was not, however, until 1860 
that the Bishop of Chester could be persuaded 
to promote him even to a canonry in his 
cathedral ; but it is due to Lord Beaconsfield 
to acknowledge that he, " with a daring all 
his own, appointed him to the Deanery of 
Ripon." Dr. McNeile resigned his Deanery 
in 1875, and has since lived in retirement 
at Bournemouth. 

THE LATE MRS. RANYARD. 

We record with regret the death, on the 
11th ult., of Mrs. Ranyard (widely luiown as 
** L. N. R."), the originator and superintendent 
of the Bible-women's Mission to the poor. 
She wrote much and well ; but her great work 
was the discovery and presentation to the 
Church and the world of the " Missing Link," 
as she was wont to designate the peculiar 
agency which originated with that mission. 
" She trained Bible-women," says a writer in 
the Watchman, "planted them here and 
there, solicited and gained the co-operation 
of ladies to superintend them, gave and got 
means of support till there had grown up 
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under her hand a vast and energetic agency, 
spread oyer London, and beginning to branch 
away into distant conntries, even into Syria 
and Madagascar, into India, Italy, and 
France. Her Bible looked not at man as 
a mere spirit, but as soul and body, and had 
its healing for the body as well as the soul ; 
so beside her Bible*wouian and the mission- 
room gradually sprang up a nur^e, and here 
again the links were not only between the 
direct labourer and the sufferers, but reached 
from both of these higher up ; for her seventy 
nurses have thirty-eight nurse lady super- 
intendents to encourage, counsel, and co- 
operate with them; just as her 171 Bible- 
women have 133 Bilfle lady superintendents. 
Each of these, learning and teaching lessons 
of sympathy for the lowest strata of domestic 
life in London, serves as a link to raise the 
fallen, and to convey downward the aid of 
those who stand higher. This great agency 
in regular and energetic operation has been 
reared up without any public society or costly 
organization. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, indeed, has been the reserve on which 
Mrs. Ranyard rested, as its work was the 
ideal of her mission. It gave a shilling 
a-week towards the support of each of her 
Bible- women ; and, in return, her Bible- 
women taught the poor mothers to work for 
and earn the price of a Bible in large prints 
and encouraged them to subscribe for it, and 
of such Bibles 176,000 had 'been acquired 
by degrees and from their own savings.' But 
except the books and the small subsidy of 
the Bible Society, Mrs. Eanyard had to find 
all her resources where the Lord's labourers 
do marvellously find theirs — ^in the help of 
the Lord. Gradually, friends gathered around 
her, and funds came in. At last her yeaaly 
balance-sheet showed some £16,000 of in- 
come, of which total about one-third was paid 
by the subscriptions of the poor for Bibles 
and clothing. The rest was the fund formed 
by donations for expenditure. We believe 
she had no formal committee; but a few 
friends occasionally met her and reviewed 
her affairp. These meetings were held at the 
house of Lord Kinnaird, where, supported by 
Mr. Ranyard, and in earlier times by her 
venerable father, the late Mr. Bazley White, 
aod animated by the steadfast encouragement 
of the veteran Earl of Shaftesbury, as well as 
by that of Lord and Lady Kinnaird, she 
would open her budget, smile over her diffi- 
culties, and leave all her friends under the 
feeling that the Lord, who had hitherto 



gently cleared her way, would do so to the 
end. She lived to the veige of threescore 
years and ten." Lord Shaftesbury, as Pre- 
sident of the Bible Society, was among the 
mourners at her funeral. 



The Convocation of the Province of Can- 
terbury met on the 18th ult In both 
Houses an address of condolence to Her 
Majesty on the death of the Princess Alice 
was passed; the Archbishop of Canterbury 
remarking, in the Upper House, that the 
letter he had received ' from the Princess on 
the death of Mrs. Tait was, he beUeved, the 
last she wrote. In the Lower House a report 
was presented by Prebendary Ainaley on the 
relatioDS between Church and State. The 
Convocation of the Province of York has 
also met and transacted business. 

For a second time the Bishops of Louden 
and of Rochester invited the clergy of their 
dioceses to spend what is known as '' a quiet 
day" in St. Paul's. Tuesday, the 11th 
ult., was appointed for this purpose, and 
from early morning until late in the evening 
the Cathedral was open for special services 
and for private prayer. The Communion 
was celebrated at eight in the morning. An 
address was delivered by the Bishop of 
London in the momiog, and by the Bishop 
of Rochester in the afternoon. 

The Queen has appointed the Rev. William 
Stubbs, M.A., Regius Professor of Modem 
History in the University of Oxford, to the 
Canonry of St Paul's rendered vacant by the 
elevation of Dr. Lightfoot to the See of 
Durham. Mr. Stubbs, who was bom about 
1825, has been Rector of Cholderton, Wilts, 
since 1875, and is well known in the literary 
world. 

The secession to Rome is announced of the 
Hon. and Rev. Algernon Stanley, youngest 
brother of Lord Stanley of Alderley and of 
Mr. Lyulph Stanley, Incumbent of the new 
district of the Holy Cross, St. Pancras. The 
Rev. Jacob Montague Mason, Rector of Silk 
Willoughby, Lincolnshire, has taken a similar 
step. 

The Very Rev. Richard Lynch Blosse, 
Dean of Llandaff, died recently, after a few 
days' illness. He was the eldest son of Sir 
Robert Lynch Blosse, of Cashel, Ireland. He 
was appointed Archdeacon of Llandaff in 
1859, and on the death of Dean Williams, 
1877, became his successor. He was much 
respected in the diocese. 
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INDIA. 

The Bombay Ouardian of December 21, ia an account of the remarkably large 
member who, durinjs; the past year, have gone over from Hinduism to Christianity, says : 
*' We learned in Madras that the number of those who in Tinnevelly have joined the 
Propa;;ation Society's Mission this year is about 19,000 ; of those who have joined the 
Chnrch Missionary Society's, 11,000. The accessions to the Arcot missions have been 
8,000 or 10,000. As we have already mentioned, a very large number of converts have 
been baptized by the American Baptist missionaries in the Telugu country, about 15,000. 
It would appear, therefore, that we are justified in saying that daring the year which is 
now drawiu;x to a close about 60,000 persons have gone over from Hinduism to nominal 
Christianity." This estimate would seem to be below, rather than above, the actual 
numbers ; for the Bishop of Madras, in a circular issued before the Day of Intercession, 
stated them to be, in the Propagation Society's districts, 22,000, instead of 19,000, as 
given by the Bombay journal. Bishop Caldwell, in his first annual letter, gives a striking 
instance of the completeness of the movement in one village in Tinnevelly, by the actual 
conversion of a Hindu temple, on the petition of the natives, into a Christian church, at the 
dedicatioa of which the Bishop officiated and preached. The divinity to whom the temple 
had been erected was Irulappa-Swami, literally the " Father of Darkness." 

The Bishop of Calcutta lately ordained, at Taljhari, three Santal Christians, who 
have been trained by the Rev. W. T. Storrs — viz., Bhim Nijhasta, William Sido, 
and Sham Desra. These are the first Santals admitted to holy orders, the one native 
pastor they had already being a Hindu. The Bishop was much pleased with their 
examination papers. He also visited the other stations in the Church Missionary Society's 
Santal Mission, and confirmed a large number of candidates. 

CHINA. 

There has been an outbreak of popular rage against the Christians in the Wei Chow 
district of the province of Kwangtung. The excellent German missionaries of the Basle 
Society have sent an account of their difficulties to the China Mail. It appears that a 
native Christian gave to the mission some premises situated near to an idol temple. Hostile 
and scurrilous placards were posted, and the building materials were stolen. A night 
watchman wounded one of the thieves, upon which his cattle were driven off, and the man 
imprisoned on a charge of murder. The missionaries who sought redress from the autho- 
rities were stoned, and had a narrow escape of worse treatment. But the Roman Catholics 
in the same district suffered far more. Father Luigi began to build a church in defiance of 
the popular threats, whereupon came a mob with guns and spears, who hunted down the 
Christians, seized five of them, and burnt them alive by wrapping them in cotton quilts 
saturated with oil, hanging them up, and making a large fire under their feet. Father Luigi 
was robbed of all that he had, but escaped with life. Since these occurrences thousands of 
printed papers have been circulated, accusing the " foreign devils '' of the vilest practices, and 
calling upon the populace to rise and drive them out of China. ^^ The same mail brought 
me a private letter," states a writer in this country to a daily journal, ^' from an English 
missionary in another part of the province, which says that he found difficulties raised by 
the authorities in the way of his purchasing premises for his mission work. My correspon- 
dent states that Sir Thomas Wade has sent some regulations for their direction which 
practically shut off the missionaries from holding property in the interior. There can be 
little doubt that the occasion of these new regulations was the dispute about the Church 
Missionary Society's property in Foochow. . . . Now that ambassadors from thkt ancient empire ■ 
[China] are settled in the capitals of £urope, it is to bo hoped they will teach their stay-at- 
home countrymen the first principles of religious liberty, and by degrees persuade them that 
it is not necessary to express your dislike of your neighbour's change of faith by roasting 
him alive in his own bed-clothes.^ 

CENTRAL AFRICA. 

Sad intelligence has been received from Zanzibar, under date January 2nd. Mr. 
Penrose, of the Church Missionary Society, has been killed, with all his porters, sixty-three 
in number^ in the Unyamwezi country. ^' The fact is known, but the cause ia mysterious ; 
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it seems to have been robbery. The man wbo did it was an ally of Saeed-bin-Salim, the ex- 
Governor." The Pall Mall Gazette gives the following particulars : The Abb^ Debaize, sent 
out by the French Government, was, when last heard of, on the way from Unyanyembe to 
Ujiji. His further intended movements were not known. It is said that he will cross 
Africa to the west ; but by what line is not stated. It is reported that before reaching 
Unyanyembe he came into collision with some men of an Unyamwezi chief, called Kangwe- 
y a- ma we, a relation and rival of the present Unyamwezi Sultan of Unyanyembe, much giren 
to highway robbery. It is near him that Saeed-bin-Salim, the ex-Zanzibar Governor of 
Unyanyembe, has taken refuge, and they are usually said to take common cause and 
combine to throw obstacles in the way of all going to that centre of trade. It is stated that 
the Abbd found with these men ten tusks of ivory which they had plundered from an Arab 
caravan, and were spying out his position in order to bring down a gang of robbers upon 
him. This ended, it is said, in the Abbd killing the men, and taking the ivory, also two 
women of their parly, possibly slaves, to Unyanyembe. After this, a party of the Church 
Missionary Society — apparently under Mr. Stokes — came up, but having discovered that the 
chief Myungu was plundering, they took the road by Juvu, and thereby avoided him. 
Another Church Missionary party, seemingly under Mr. Penrose, fell into his hands, and 
was attacked near a lake or pool of water, where the trees gave cover to the enemy. Mr. 
Penrose was killed, and also sixty-two of his men, chiefly Unyamwezi porters, but including 
ten Zanzibarians. Mr. Penrose is said to have fought bravely, holding the robbers in check bo 
long as his cartridges lasted, killing sixteen with his own hand before he feU. Everything 
was lost ; and a few days after the empty packing-cases lay on the ground, and sixty-three 
dead bodies, it is stated, were counted, including that of a white man, supposed to be Mr. 
Penrose. 

Referring to the death of the Rev. J. B. Thomson at Ujiji, mentioned in our last 
number (p. 52), Dr. Mullens appeals to the friends of the London Missionary Society on the 
importance of strengthening their Central African Mission without delay. " The directors 
of the society," he wiites, "have taken the matter firmly in hand, but it is only by the hearty 
assistance and co-operation of their constituents in supplying men and means that that 
important service can be accomplished. At the outset they sent forth six missionaries for 
the establishment of the Ujiji mission ; of these one left it in ill-health ; Mr. Price returned 
to England to consult with the directors ; and now Mr. Thomson has died. Three brethren 
are left, none of whom have had experience in the early stages of mission work, especially 
among uncivilized tribes to whom the Gospel is a new thing. The fund with which the 
mission was established has also been expended. In every way, therefore, the mission 
fltands in need of prompt and vigorous help." 

Intelligence has been received from the Kyanza mission of the Church Missionary Society. 
It will be remembered that Lieut. Smith and Mr. O'Neile were killed in a fight between the 
party of an Arab trader, Songoro, and the men of Lukorgeh, King of Ukerewe ; and that 
this sad event left Mr. Wilson alone in the court of M*teea, King of Uganda. But Mr. 
Mackay was on his way from the coast to join him, and we are glad to learn that the 
junction has now been effected. Mr. Mackay reached Kagehi, at the southern comer of 
Lake Victoria, on the 1 3th of June. His first business was an interview with Lukongeh, 
and for this purpose he crossed over alone and unarmed to the island of Ukerewe, where he 
had a friendly talk with the King and his chiefs, disclaiming ail intentions of vengeance, 
but insisting upon the delivery of Lieut. Smith's note-book and guns, as a pledge of amity 
and reconciliation. To this, however, the King demurred, and Mr. Mackay returned to 
Kagehi, where he was joined in August by Mr. Wilson from Uganda. Mr. Wilson brought 
an important piece of Central African news in the tidings of Ruraanika's death. Rumanika, 
King of Karagwe, on the western shores of Lake Victoria Nyanza, was a prince whose 
gentle and friendly disposition made a strong impression on Speke and Grant, which has 
been shared by all subsequent explorers. His death is an event to be deplored by all who are 
interested in those regions. M'tesa, who claims a suzerainty over the country, had sent an 
army to settle the succession. 

The latest news of the Basuto Mission (writes Major Malan, in the Christian) has been 
very encouraging. M. Coillard, with his wife and the native evangelists, has reached the 
Zambesi. Their journey was prosperous; they had not suffered from fever, and their cattle 
had not been stung by the tsetse fly. They had been kindly received by the tribes on the 
river. Leaving his wife with the other women in charge of a catechist, M. GoiUaid and the 
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other native preachers had ascended the river in canoes to Nyalele, the residence of the 
principal chief of the Barotse. With unspeakable joy this band of evangelists ascertained 
that all the natives of that region perfectly understand the Basuto language. M. Coillard 
and the native brethren immediately began preaching the Gbspel, and on one occasion had 
done so ^re times in one single day, the people listening with the greatest pleasure. Thus, 
having been once driven back by the Boers, a second time by the Matabele chief, the Lord 
has opened to them in their third effort a wide door and effectual, much nearer the heart of 
Africa, whence His Gospel may be proclaimed in all that region. This happy news from 
Africa was accompanied by an account of a wondrous visitation at Morijah, the birthplace of 
the church in this tribe. On the first Sunday in December, whilst the house of prayer was 
crowded by many hundreds listening to the exhortations of Mr. Sharp, a Quaker missionary, 
a storm burst over the building, and a thunderbolt passing through the roof, fell into the 
midst of the mission family. Alice, a little daughter of Dr. Casalis, was killed ; Mrs. 
Casalis (the mother), Mrs. Dyke, sen., Mr. Kitching (Mr. Sharp's companion), and others, 
were injured. The native Christians behaved with a calmness which showed that they real- 
ized that God was there. Death by lightning is not an uncommon event in Southern Africa. 

WESTERN AFRICA. 

Intelligence has been received of the death of Mr. James Telford, of the Livingstone 
Inland Mission, on the Congo. He was converted during the visit of Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey to Carlisle five years ago, and devoted his life at once to the service of God. Mr. 
Telford studied at Harley House Training Institute, Bow, and at a farewell meeting held 
there in June last (when he left for Africa with Mr. Johnson, a fellow student) he said : 
'* I go gladly on this mission, and shall rejoice if only I may give my body as one of the 
stones to pave the road into interior Africa, and my blood to cement the stones together, so 
that others may pass over into Congoland." The Livingstone Inland Mission has two 
stations on the Congo, called Cardiff and Cory stations. The first is on the south bank of 
the river, and close to it the second, about nine miles further to the south-east beyond the 
Tellala Fall. Telford, it seems, liad been left for a time alone at this second station, when 
he sent a native with a letter to the other station to say he was ill, and to beg one of the 
brethren to go to him. Johnson went immediately, and found him in a dying condition. 
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The Bosnian Fugitives. — An appeal 
reaches us from Edinburgh on behalf of the 
Bosnian and Herzegovinian Fugitives' and 
Orphan Relief Fund, administered by Miss 
Irby and Miss Johnston. Very nearly half 
of the unhappy fugitives among whom these 
ladies have been carrying on their work of 
mercy are now beyond the reach of want and 
auffering, and they are making an earnest 
effort to keep as many of the miserable sur- 
vivors as possible in life until the summer. 
A few pence worth of Indian corn per week 
will save a human life, but funds are ex- 
hausted, and Miss Irby's stores of Indian com 
are all distributed. Misa Irby writes from 
Enin, Dalmatia, calling attention to " the in- 
describable misery " of the returned fugitives, 
who, after three years of exile, have been 
driven back into Bosnia. " They are," she 
aays, <'in the extremest misery, the allowance 
purposed for them by Austria being insuffi- 
cient for their support, and in many instances, 
owing to difficulties of transport and other 
hindrances at the present moment, not actu- 



ally reaching them. Their condition may be 
pictured when it is remembered that, except 
in the large towns, the dwellings have been 
destroyed during three years and a-half of 
civil war, and that com is not to be bought at 
any price in the deserts which were formerly 
fields and villages. Some of the fugitives 
who have been sent back from the neigh- 
bourhood of Knin to the ruins of their former 
homes at two or three days' distance lived for 
a little time on the corn supplied to them 
from our fund before they crossed the frontier, 
[t is in our power, if we had the means, to 
9end bread, flour, and blankets to keep alive 
many of those who are actually perishing 
from cold and starvation amid the deep 
snows in the Bosnian fields and forests. 
Never was the need so great" The Treasurer- 
of the fund is A. Johnston, Esq., 158, Leaden- 
hall Street, London, E. 

The Value op Sabbath Rest Tested. — 
The Rev. David C. A. Agnew writes to us 
as follow : " Dr. Duff, the great Indian 
missionary, used to relate a case in con- 
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nection with Sabbath observance in India, 
which occurred daring his temporary charge 
of the Scotch Free Church in Calcutta in the 
absence of the regular pastor. A member of 
that congregation, who was an employer of 
labour, the labourers being coloured natives, 
mentioned to him that his men worked on 
the LordVday as upon week-days. Dr. 
Du£f having reproached him for such an 
unchristian arrangement, he at first defended 
it, chiefly on the ground that it was not a 
matter which could come home to the con- 
sciences, or even to the understandings, of 
Hindus. But at last he agreed to try the 
experiment of allowing his labourers the 
seventh part of their time as the portion of 
rest made for man by the Creator. He 
accordingly said to the men that if they 
would work very diligently for six days they 
should have the seventh as a whole holiday. 
The proposal surprised and delighted them ; 
and such was their diligence, that their 



labour, when limited to scripfcural periods of 
six days, was far more productive than it had 
been previously." 

Dr. Newman. — Pope Leo xm. has inti- 
mated his desire to raise Dr. Newman to the 
rank of Cardinal ; but with expressions of 
deep respect for the " Holy See," Dr. New- 
man has excused himself from accepting the 
honour. It is understood that some years ago 
the late Pope offered the prelacy to Dr. New- 
man, who declined it in the same spirit which 
has caused him now to shrink from the higher 
dignity. 

Cardinal Antonucci, Bishop of Ancona, 
bom at Subiaco, in 1798, and created 
Cardinal by Pius ix. in the Consistory of 
1868, has lately died. This Cardinal rarely 
appeared at the Pontifical Court, on account 
of his dislike, as it is believed, of Cardinal 
Antonelli, who on his side never lost an 
oocasion of showing his antipathy towards 
him. 



^tegdital Alliance. 



SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS OF ALL NATIONS, 

TO ASSEMBLE IN BASLE, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 81— SEPTEMBER 7, 1879. 

The Council of the British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance have the satisfac- 
tion of announcing that arrangements are being made by the Central Committee of the Swiss 
Branch of the Alliance for the holding of a General Conference of Christians of all nations in 
the city of Basle on August the 31st, and following days. This Conference will be similar to 
those held in former years in London, Paris, Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, and New York. 

The Basle Committee have already issued a cordial invitation to the members and 
friends of the Evangelical Alliance throughout the world to meet in their ancient and 
historical city ; and the Council of the British Organization, after due communication with 
the representatives of the Alliance in various countries, have accepted the invitation. 

It now devolves upon the Council of the British Alliance to assist their Swiss friends 
in the prosecution of such measures as may be necessary for the successful issue of this 
ecumenical gathering, and for this purpose a Special Committee has been formed. As a 
first duty, therefore, they desire to give a wide circulation to the Basle invitation and the 
programme of the proposed Conference. 

The Council trust that a list of subjects so replete with interest to the whole Christian 
Church will insure a full representation of British Christians. An additional reason for 
urging the attendance in large numbers of ministers and members of the various Churches 
may be found in the fact that these General Conferences are not limited to members of the 
Alliance, but are open to all Evangelical Christians who desire to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. 

The Committee at Basle are anxiously and diligently engaged in preparing for the 
Conference, and in endeavouring to promote the comfort of their coming guests. In the 
matter of hospitality their means are limited ; and as a laige number of visitors from various 
countries are expected, they can only offer to provide for delegates appointed to take part in 
the pivceedinga, togeOkW with a few other British viiiticica. 



Xiroh 1,117ft.] 



BTAIfOBLIGAL CHRICTXNDOBC* 89 



Negotiations are now in progress by whicli it is hoped that arrangements may be made 
for tickets for the return jonmey (to be issued to those attending the Conference) at greatly 
reduced rates, and also for priyate and hotel accommodation at moderate charges. It is very 
desirable that those who may intend to yisit Basle on the occasion should, without delay, 
communicate with the Secretaries, 7, Adam Street, Strand, w.c. 

The convening of such an assembly of Christians from so many countries involves of 
necessity a heavy expenditure, and while the friends in Switzerland readily undertake the 
responsibility, it is but proper ' that some portion of the required amount should be con- 
tributed by England. The Council have, therefore, to provide for this in addition to their 
own expenses incurred in promoting the common object. After a careful estimate of the 
various items, the Council deem that about £700 or £800 will be required, and for this 
sum they appeal not only to members and friends of the Alliance, but to all who are in- 
terested in an undertaking which, from the ascertained results of former Conferences, it may 
confidently be expected will, under the divine blessing, be followed by most important 
spiritual consequences to the Church and the world. 

/ ' . ^ *' I Secretaries of the Basle Conference Committee. 
A. J. Abnold, j 



The following is the invitation of the Basle Committee : — 

Gentlemen and Honoured Brethren, — ^The Evangelical Alliance was formed in England, 
rather more than thirty years ago, to meet the desires which were felt first and most power- 
fully in that country ; it did not, however, confine itself to the land of its origin, but has 
spread far and wide. This gradual advance has been manifested by the General Con- 
ferences of London (1846), of Paris (1855), of Berlin (1857), of Geneva (1861), of Amster- 
dam (1867), and of New York (1873). After repeated invitations from England, America, 
and Germany, and, finally, in consequence of a formal request from our brethren in Switzer- 
land, we have resolved (if it be the will of God) to convoke the next General Conference of 
the Evangelical Alliance in the city of Basle, in the autumn of 1879. 

Our friends must not expect to find among us the same character of grandeur exhibited 
in the assemblies of Amsterdam, and New York in particular ; but the certainty that this 
difference will be understood by all helps to calm our fears; and that the more completely, 
as a brilliant fete would be out of keeping with the grave character of the present times. 

Permit us now to explain to you briefly the sense in which we understand our task. 
The Swiss Branch of the Evangelical Alliance has adopted the short formula in which the 
French Branch has professed its faith, and which one of our fundamental laws thus states : — 

" The Swiss Branch admits as members all Christians who, desiring to live in brotherly 
love, express the wish to join with it in confessing their common faith, according to the 
divinely inspired Scriptures, in God the Saviour ; in the Father who has loved them, and 
who justifies them by grace through faith in Jesus Christ ; in the Son who has redeemed 
them by His atoning sacrifice; and in the Holy Spirit, the Author of their regeneration 
and of their sanctification, one only God, ever blest, to whose glory they desire to consecrate 
their lives." 

It is as founded on this basis that we address our invitation to those of our brethren, 
of all countries and of every section of the Evangelical Church, wherever found, to whom 
it may be possible to respond to our appeal, and who may rejoice to take part in a brotherly 
and happy union under the favour of God. 

We would remind our friends that our meeting is not an official council ; those who 
take part in it do not come as representatives, charged with authority by their respective 
Churches, but as moved individually by a desire to meet their brethren. It is in this last 
capacity, and on the terms indicated above, that members of Churches and congregations, 
widely differing and separated by their nationality, confession of faith, and organization, may 
notwithstanding feel themselves united in the fundamental truths of the faith, and honour 
each other as members of the invisible Church of Christ. It is, then, understood that 
in our conferences no one attempts to propagate his own peeuZiar views; as also that no 
one by attending renounces his own particular Church. 

We recall with joy the great promise which the Lord has given to His Church as a con- 
solation amid all her divisions, by which He assures us thatj He, the One Shepherd, will 
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finally rennite her in one single fold ; but we know also that the realization of this magni- 
ficent prophecy will not be brought about by any human instrumentality. That which must 
not be missing in those who take part in our gatherings is a firm faith in this, and a cordial 
desire for its attainment, so that we may, by the grace of God in such oneness, have a fore- 
taste thereof. We are living in times of conflict and of crisis, among divers indications of a 
coming storm. In the foresight of threatening events, the various sections of Evangelical 
Christendom may become conscious that they have common interests, struggles external and 
internal, dangers, tasks, and aims ; they will better understand the duty of communicating 
their views and experiences, their exhortations, warnings, and consolations, so as mutually to 
sustain and encourage one another, as well as to exert, in as large a measure as possible, a 
beneficial influence on such of their auditors as may yet be strangers to the Christian life. 

Our programme will show how, while endeavouring to avoid a fatiguing over-abundance, 
we have chosen those subjects, the discussion of which seemed to us the most useful. Except 
on Monday, which is devoted to the reports on religious life in the various Protestant 
countries, the morning conferences are devoted to theoretical discussions ; those of the after- 
noon will be occupied by the problems dealing with proved necessities, and in other meetings 
at the same hour by reports of the state of evangelization in Catholic countries and in the 
East. If any of our guests have special objects in view, it may be possible to find a time 
and place for conferences not arranged in the programme ; nevertheless, we earnestly beg our 
friends not to forget that a too great dispersion of numbers and strength will counteract the 
design of our reunions. 

Before and after the meetings, whose aim is instruction and discussion, there will be 
others of a strictly edifying character. To this end we trust that many of our brethren from 
a distance will be disposed to preach the Gospel in various languages ; and in this we are 
especially actuated by a desire to respond to the request of those of our own townsmen who 
will find it difficult to attend the morning and mid-day meetings. 

The time fixed for our Conference is the week from August 31 to September 7, 1879. 
We particularly request our friends who desire to take part in it to give notice in good time 
to our Central Committee ; those from foreign lands, through the Secretary of the Branch of 
the Alliance to which they belong, and those from South Germany and Switzerland directly 
to us at Basle. We will take care that those of our guests who desire it are accommodated 
in private houses. 

If our reception is simple, you will not find our hearts less open cr less animated by 
brotherly love and a sincere desire to oifer to our brethren, through the meetings and by 
God*s help, fresh strength and increase of faith. Praying that our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
whom our meetings are consecrated, will make them, by the inspiration of His Spirit, a 
means of grace to us and to all our people, we trust that a large number of His diisciples 
will respond to our appeal and gladden us by their presence. 
With the expression of our sincere affection, 
Charles Sarasin, Ancien Conseiller d*Etat, President ^ Members of the Committee cf 
De BiJREN, Colonel, de Berne, Vice- President. f Organization of the Confer- 

ViGUET, Professeur, de Lausanne, Vice-President. t en ce of the Evangelical Alll- 

RiooEKBACH, Professeur, Vice-Prdsident ) ance at Basle in 1879. 

Members of the Committee of the Swiss Branch of the Alliance at Basle : — 

A. Vischer-Sarasin, PriSsident. 0. Schott, Pasteur. 

E. Bernoulli, Pasteur, Secretaire. Cl. Achard, Pasteur. 

Rod. Anbtein, Pasteur. Erdle, Pasteur. 

Jaques Riqqenbach, Pasteur. Enequist, Pasteur. 

GuiLLAUME Ecklin, Pastcur. Paul Kobkr-Gobat. 
A. Bernus, Pasteur. 

Members of Special Committees : — 

Stockmeyer, Antistbs. Dl. Burckhardt-Thurneyskn. 

FOrblli, Professeur. Dr. Charles Bernoulli. 

Dr. Hbman, Pasteur. Fritz LaRoche-Merian. 

BusHR, Pasteur. Th. LaRoche-Burckhardt. 

Theod. Sarasin-Bischopp. Robert LaRochb-Ryhinbr. 
R. Kotzlin-Wertiikmann, Caissicr. 

P.S.— On Tuesday morning, 9th Soptemlier, the General Conference of the Inlematioiial 
Federation for Promoting the Obaervance of the Lord's-day will commence at Berne. 
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PROGRAMME. 

Sunday, Angnst 31. — 7 p.m., Eeception 
of Members and Fraternal Salutations in thn 
Oreat Hall of the Yereinsbatis. 

Monday, Sept 1. — 8.30 A.M., OpeniDg 
of the ConfereDce by the President, M. Charles 
Sarasin, late Councillor of State. Reports on 
the Religious State of Protestantism in various 
Countries: 1. Switzerland, Dr. Gilder, of 
Berne; 2. Germany, Dr. Cremer, Greifs- 
wald ; 3. France, M. Babut, of Nimes ; 

4. Great Britain, Hon. and Rev. Edward 
V. Bligh. 3 P.M., Continuation of Reports — 

5. Holland, Dr. Van Oosterzee, Utrecht ; 

6. America, Dr. Schaff, New York ; 7. 
Austria, Dr. Von Tardy, Vienna ; 8. Scan- 
dinavia, Dr. Von Scheele, Upsala ; 9. Russia, 
M. Ed. Von Bupch, of St. Petersburg. 7 
P.M., Sermons will be preached, in German, 
in St. Martin's Church ; in French, in St. 
Leonard's Church ; in English, in the French 
Church. 

Tuesday, Sept. 2. — 9 a.m., in St. Martin's 
Church, " The Identity of the Gospel of the 
Apostles," Prof. C. Von Orelli, Basle; Dr. 
Godet, Keuchatel. 3 p.m., Great Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, "Evangelization in France and 
in Belgium," M. Lelifevre, of Ntmes ; " Evan- 
gelization in Italy,'* Prof. Emile Comba, of 
Florence. At the same hour, in the Lower 
Hall of the Vereinshaus, " Preparation for the 
Ministry of the Gospel," Prof. Kiibel, of 
Ellwangen (Wiirtemberg) ; Prof. Porret, of 
Lausanne. 7 p.m., in the Great Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, Addresses by various speakers. 
''The Connection between Basle and Earlv 
English Protestants," Rev. J. Stoughton, d.d. 

Wednesday, Sept. 3. — 9 a.m., in St. 
Martin's Church, " Christian Education and 
the Modem State," M. Zillessen, of Orsoy 
(Rhenish Prussia); M. Von Lerber, Berne. 
2 P.M., in the Great Hall of the Vereinshaus, 
*^ Evangelization in Spain and Portugal," M. 
Fliedner, of Madrid. At the same hour, in the 
Lower Hall of the Vereinshaus, " The Train- 
ing of Christian Teachers," M. Bachofner, of 
Zurich. 4 p.m., Excursion into the Country, 
by invitation of a friend at Riechen. 

Thursday, Sept. 4. — 9 a.m., St. Martin's 
Church, " Christianity and Modem Society," 
Prof. "VVach, of Leipsic ; " Our Duty to the 
Industrial Classes of To-day," M. Steinheil, 
Manufacturer, Alsace. 3 p.m., Great Hall of 



the Vereinshaus, "Efforts in view of the 
Religious Awakening in the East," Dr. Fabri, 
of Barmen. Same hour, in the Lower Hall 
of the Vereinshaus, '* The Christian and Anti- 
Christian Influence of the Press on the Na- 
tion," M. Joneli, Basle ; Dr. E. de Pressens^, 
of Paris. ' 7 P.M., Sermons — German, in St. 
Martin's Church ; French, in St Leonard's ; 
English, in the French Church. 

Friday, Sept. 5. — 9 am.^ St. Martin's 
Church, " Missions to the Jews," M. De le 
Roi, Breslau. 10 A.M., same place, ** Present 
State of Missions to the Heathen," Prof. Christ- 
lieb, Bonn ; Rev. "W. Arthur, London ; M. 
Barde, Geneva. 3 p.m.. Great Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, ''Three Questions relating to 
Missions to the Heathen : 1. The Rivalry of 
various Missionary Operations; 2. The Ap- 
plication of the Alphabet of Lepsius to the 
Chinese; 3. Marriage of Hindu Children," 
Pastor Schott and Inspector Josenhaus, of 
Basle. Same hour, in the Lower Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, " Missionary Experiences among 
the Jews," Dr. Heman, Basle. 6.30 p.m., in 
the Cathedral, Concert of Sacred Music. 8 
P.M., Great Hall, Vereinshaus, Addresses by 
various speakers. 

Saturday, Sept 6. — 9 a.m., St. Martin's 
Church, ** What saith the Apostolic Injunc- 
tion to the Members of the Evangelical Al- 
liance — * Endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace ' (Eph. iv. 3) ?" 
— Dr. H. Plitt, of Gradenfcld (Prussia); M. 
Rog. Hollard, of Paris ; Rev. J. L. Hurst, 
D.D., X7.8. 7 P.M., the Cathedral, Service pre- 
paratory to the Lord's Supper. 

Sunday, Sept. 7. — 9 a.m., the Cathedral, 
Service and Lord's Supper; Sermon by Dr. 
Stockmeyer, of Basle. 7 p.m., Great Hall of 
the Vereinshaus, Farewell Service of the Con- 
ference. 



A meeting for prayer will be held each 
day during the week in "the Great Hall of 
the Vereinshaus, at 7.30 A.M. 

Other English delegates will take part in 
the proceedings, and their names will be added 
in due course. The Basle Committee, antici- 
pating a large attendance of British and 
American representatives, will make arrange- 
ments for special meetings in the English 
language ; particulars to be announced here- 
after. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 

The monthly meeting of Council was held 
on Thursday, February 13 ; Johu Finch, Esq., 
(afterwards Sir Harry Vemey, Bart.) in the 
chair. 



NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimoofily 
admitted to membership :— 

Rev. W. Major Paull, Leamington. 
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J. George Wataon, Esq., h.a., Eenilworth. 

W. R. Gould, Esq., Ilfracombe. 

Colonel John Puget, Aldenhot. 

Bev. S. D. Stubbs, M.A., London. 

Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, m.a., London. 

Rev. Nevile Sherbrooke, London. 

Ralph Dunn, Esq., Melrose. 

Miss Dunn, Melrose. 

Mrs. Frenilin, Maidstone. 

Rev. Jobn Kelly, Streatham. 

Rev. W. !M. Beeby, Newcastle, Staffordshire. 

Rev. G. W. Southonse, Shanklin. 

Luxmore Wilson, Esq., Brighton. 

Rev. James Swinboum, Brighton. 

Miss Nash, Brighton. 

Miss Dodds, Brighton. 

THE PRE8IDBKCT. 

A letter was read from Lord Polwarth, ac- 
cepting hie appointment as President 

NSW HSHBBRS OF COUNCIL. 

The names of the Rev. G. W. Weldon and 
the Rev. John Gritton were added to the list 
of Council. 

SECRETABIAL HELP. 

The following minute of the Finance Com- 
mittee was approved and adopted by the 
Council : " The Secretary explained that 
active preparations must now commence for 
the Basle Conference, and that with the pres- 
sure of the whole work of the Alliance resting 
upon him, he felt that it would be' necessary 
to ask for temporary secretarial help. The 
Committee having fully considered the matter, 
it was unanimously resolved: 1. That this 
Committee, with a view to giving assistance 
to the present Secretary in the duties of the 
office, and especially in bringing to a satis- 
factory completion the arrangements for the 
approaching Conference in Basle, resolve to 
request the Rev. J. S. Russell, h.a., to give 
his services during four or tive days a week 
for a period of two or three months. 2. That 
the Council be requested to confirm this reso- 
lution, but that in the meantime Mr. Russell 
be asked at once to commence his services. 
The Committee are glad to learn that he is 
willing to do so." 

DRAWINO-ROOM MEETING. 

The Secretary reported the holding of a 
drawing-room meeting at the house of Samuel 
Gumey, Esq., Brighton, when he had the 
opportunity of giving an account of the ope- 
rations of the Alliance at home and abroad. 
The Rev. Jamea Swinboum, Rev. George 
Jones (of Tunbridge Wells), Colonel Duncan, 
Douglas Fox, Esq., Luxmore Wilson, Esq., 
and Rev. J. B. Figgis, took part in the pro- 
ceedings. Much interest was evinced by those 



present, and many new members and sub- 
scribers were obtained. 

The Council desired that their best thanks 
be presented to Mr. and Mrs. Gumey for the 
valuable aid rendered to this Alliance bj the 
meeting held in their house. 

WEEK OF PRATER. 

The Secretary reported communications 
giving gratifying accounts of the observance 
of the Week of Prayer in Berlin, Yienna. 
Rome, New York, and many other places. 
He also reported contributions to the Special 
Fund from G. Williams, Esq., A. M'Arthnr, 
Esq., H.P., and the Hon. Sir Robert Lash. 

SPAIN. 

The Secretary stated that he had received 
contributions, in answer to the appeal for a 
special fund (to assist Mr. Ben-OUel in the 
amount required for the costs of his defence), 
from Lord Ebury, Lord Kinnaird, Sir F. 
Lycett, R. C. L. Bevan, Esq., Robert Barbour, 
Esq., H. J. Atkinson, Esq., and M. H. Suttcn, 
Esq. 

IRISH BRANOH. 

A letter was read from the Rev*. D. MuUan, 
stating that the Committee of the Irish Branch 
would be very glad of a visit from the Secre- 
tary in London. The Council approved of 
the suggestion. 

BASLE CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary read a letter from M. Yischer- 
Sarasin, on behalf of the Basle Committee, 
conveying to this Council, in most affectionate 
and brotherly terms, their desire to meet in 
every way the wishes of the English Com- 
mittee in the completion of the Programme; 
also stating that the Basle Committee hope 
to provide hospitality for all who may give 
early intimation of their intention to be pre* 
sent. 

BERLIN OOUMITIEE. 

The Secretary read a letter which be had 
received from Pastor Baumann, on behalf of 
the Berlin Committee, in which the writer 
says : " It gives me a particular pleasnfe to 
address you, in the name and with the greet- 
ings of this committee, as Sea«tary of the 
London Committee, and this with the wish 
that the good and blessed intercourse which 
has existed between the two committees may 
with your kind efforts be durably promoted. 
We have deplored the painful cause which 
has compelled our most esteemed friend, the 
Rev. James Davis, to retire from the Secre- 
taryship—the more so since he had so well 
succeeded in gaining the confidence of our 
friends. We beg that the Council, as well 
as Mr. Davis himself, will accept the expres- 
sion of these our feelings." 
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VALtJE OF " EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM " 
TO laSSIONABIES. 

A correspondent in the Madras Presi- 
dency writes : " For some time past, I 
Lave bad the pleasure of receiving the 
monthly issues of your magazine. To whose 
kindness I. am indebted for this, I know 
not. May I trouble you to thank him for 



the same? I much value the publication, 
and as I am the proprietor and editor of an 
Indian magazine, called the Oriental Baptist, 
I have often gladly availed myself of articles 
from Evangelical Christendom to enrich its 
pages. I value your publication much on 
account of the Continental intelligence which 
it presents." 



THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 



From various parts of Europe most grati- 
fying accounts are being received of the 
observance of the Week of Prayer ; among 
them the following : — 

Berlin. — " It is not to be denied that the 
numbers attending our meetings this year 
have been one-fourth smaller than last year ; 
but we have had very stormy weather, snow 
and cold. The divine services in the 
churches during the late feasts have been so 
largely attended that wo could not count 
upon so great a concourse of visitors as 
before. Notwithstanding these reasons for a 
smaller attendance, the same great blessing 
has attended the Week of Prayer. Her 
Majesty the Empress was present, as in 
former years, at two meetings. The meet- 
ings were again distributed over all parts 
of the city, and there were two places 
open every evening. In each case three of 
the most eminent divines of Berlin took part 
in the prayers and addresses. We are hoping 
that next year we shall have again an in- 
crease in the number of hearers, and we shall 
go to work with joyful courage when 
the time shall have arrived to prepare for 
the Week of Prayer of 1880. What gave 
cause this year iot particular joy and 
gratitude to the Lord was the feast 
preliminary to the Week of Prayer, which 
was held on the previous Sunday evening. 
In many churches in Berlin, prayer-meetings, 
with addresses, were held on behalf of the 
missions, and they were attended by extra- 
ordinarily large numbers of persons. Perhaps 
that Sunday evening will before long become 
a spiritual New Year's Day, on which all 
classes and people of all confessions will 
present themselves before Qod in united 
prayer. God grant that it may be so ! " 

Vienna. — A correspondent writes : " In 
following the desire expressed to me, once 
again, to state how much the Christians in 
this place feel indebted to the Evangelical 
Alliance for suggesting the plan of the 
annual New Yeoi's Week of Prayer, and 
keeping up the interest, it gives me pleasure 
to state that we have here made steady pro- 



gress in the observance of the solemn time. 
What was timidly and tremblingly begun 
with special precautions in a private house, 
has now, after a lapse of years, taken place 
publicly and fearlessly, and with the sanction 
of the authorities. We were this year 
again kindly accommodated with a hall in 
the Academy of Commerce, and the meetings, 
held every evening at half- past seven o'clock, 
were well attended and fally sustained up to 
the last. We had two addresses and three 
prayers every evening; and when we broke up 
on Saturday night, it was, as on former occa- 
sions, with feelings of thankfulness towards 
God, of love and esteem towards each other, 
and of regret at the necessity of parting. One 
young Jew, who dropped in from the Aca- 
demy, was deeply impressed, and averred he 
had never heard the like. It seems to have 
been the simple heart-breathings of a young 
man, once a bigoted Roman Catholic, that 
chiefly affected him. A woman, a Roman 
Catholic, brought in by a friend, expressed 
herself delighted ; and the first thing she did 
on the following Sunday was, for the first 
time in her life, to close her shop and 
attend a divine service held according to the 
simple rites of the Gospel. Besides these 
central meetings, there were two or three 
smaller gatherings in other parts of the city. 
In a provincial town, the name of which 
need not be mentioned here, a powerful 
work of grace has commenced since the Week 
of Prayer, and has continued ever since. 
In a Bohemian place, the spirit of grace was 
so abundantly given, that on one evening 
the meeting united twelve times in prayer and 
supplication before they separated. We re- 
joice in these tokens of mercy, and cry for 
more 1 " 

Rome. — The Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell 
writes to the Secretary : ** I have much plea- 
sure in complying with your request that I 
should send you a few lines regarding the 
meetings held in Rome during the Week of 
Prayer, as proposed by the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. There was one series of meetings held 
during the day, at which the English Ian- 
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gnage was nwd ; and another series held at 
nighty in which the proceedings were con- 
dncted in Italian. I was rather disappointed 
with the attendance at the meetings at which 
English was spoken. The number of fo- 
reigners in Rome in the first week in Jan- 
nary was this year smaller than it generally 
is at that season ; and this, in part, explained 
the thinness of the audience. Still I re- 
gretted that so few English and American 
Christians took part in the very interesting 
services of the week. The attendance at the 
evening meetings was much larger. In other 
words, the Italian Protestants turned out 
much more numerously than the British and 
American Protestants. I was chairman of 
the English meeting on the first day. The 
Bev. Dr. Taylor proposed that a message of 
kind brotherly salutation should be sent from 
the meeting to the Italian brethren, and that 
I, as chairman, should convey it. The 
meeting heartily concurred in the proposal, 
and I had the greatest pleasure in accepting 
the commission assigned me. When I had 
discharged the duty as well as my knowledge 
of Italian allowed, the presiding native pastor 
proposed that Signor Qavazzi, who was pre- 
sent, should be asked to express the high 
gratification with which the meeting had 
received the kind Christian greeting of the 
British and American brethren. Signor 
Qavazzi did so in very hearty and happy 
terms ; and I had next day the pleasure of 
reporting to the English meeting how their 
salutations had been received. Let me add, that 
I was greatly cheered by the luart that charac- 
terized the meetings of the Italian brethren. 
Members from (I presume) all the Pro- 
testant Italian congregations in Rome mingled 
together in all brotherly kindness and charity. 
They seemed to me to feel it not only a duty, 
but a delight to do so. I confess that during 
the two previous months while I had been in 
Rome I had felt more deeply than I had 
ever in my life done before, the evils arising 
from \he multiplicity of our Protestant sects, 
and had thought sorrowfully of the terrible 
use which a new Bossuet would make of 
the ' varieties of Protestantism.' But be 
that as it may, the evils arising from our 
divisions are reduced to a minimum when 
Protestants manifest the spirit which I 
thought I could recognize among them, espe- 
oially during the Week of United Prayer in 
Rome." The Italian meetings were presided 
over by Messrs. Piggott,Qavazzi, Vernon, Lanna, 
Taylor, Conti, Qrassi, Soiaxelli, Ribetti, Ro- 
ohat, Fatulo, and Cocorda. The Chairmen 



of the English meetings were : Revs. Dr. 
Murray Mitchell, J. Long, Dr. Leroy Yemoo, 
R. Foster, Dr. H. Philip, and J. Wall 

Pe8TH. — ^The Rev. Andrew Moody adds to 
his previons conmmnication : ''Our work 
here received a great impulse through the 
meetings of the Week of Prayer. Since 
that time we have had most interesting 
meetings of the same kind on Thursdays." 

New York. — The Week of Prayer is 
over, but the Spirit of God is not gone. He 
has made himself known in many places, 
and will appear in more. There is no good 
reason for relaxing prayer or Christian work. 
We have strong confidence that the Lord 
will revive His work, and that the Church 
will be refreshed from on high. In this 
city the Week of Prayer has been observed 
more generally and faithfully than in any 
previous year that we can recall. To enu- 
merate the places of meeting is out of our 
power, but we believe that by far the most of 
our Evangelical churches, either by themselv^ 
or associated, as circumstances made it the 
most convenient, held daily services, and 
these were generally largely attended. The 
Fulton Street Prayer-meeting, the Young 
Men's Christian Association, the Women's 
Union M.eeting at the Broadway Tabernacle, 
and others, were specially interesting through 
the whole week. The large church on Fifth 
Avenue and Twenty-ninth Street, Dr. Or- 
miston's, was the scene of the daily union 
prayer-meeting, under the general care of 
the Evangelical Alliance. It was attended 
by large assemblies. Day after day the house 
was compactly filled. The meetings vrere 
conducted by the Rev. Pastors Ormiston^ 
Tiffany, Bridgman, Taylor, Burchard, and 
Washburn. These brethren represented six 
great denominations of Christians, and illus- 
trated the unity and co-operation of the many 
branches of the Church of Christ. The 
closing meeting was held on Sabbath even- 
ing, when the same spacious house was filled 
with a large and deeply interested audience. 
The Hon. W. E. Dodge presided, and gave a 
brief and clear statement of the design and 
work of the Evangelical Alliance, especially 
during the past year. The Rev. Dr. Cham- 
bers conducted the devotional exercises. Ad- 
dresses of great power and influence were 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Anderson, of the 
Baptist Church ; the Rev. Dr. Jessup, Mis- 
sionary in Syria ; and the Rev. Dr. John 
Hall, of the Presbyterian Church. The Rev. 
E. P. Rogers, d.d., pronounced the Benedic- 
tion. — Sew York Observer, 



March 1, 1879L] 



EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 



95 



SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 



The usual monthly social meeting of the 
Committee and friends of this branch was 
held on Friday eyening, February 14th, at 
the residence of John Remfry, Esq., Nightin- 
gale Lane. 

After tea and cofiee had been served, the 
company adjourned to the drawing-room. 
Mr. Remfry gave a cordial welcome to the 
friends present, and requested the Rev. Dr. 
Rigg, President of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference, to take the chair at this meet- 
ing. Devotional exercises followed ; the Rev. 
Dr. McEwan, Mr. Pocock, Rev. W. H. Clogg, 
and Mr. Charles Spurgeon taking part. The 
Chairman then called upon the local Secre- 
tary, Mr. Payne, who reported on the meet- 
ing during the Week of Prayer, and intro- 
duced some new businens, which was referred 
to the Sub-committee for consideration. 

Mr. A. J. Arnold referred to the in- 
teresting accounts of the observance of the 
Week of Prayer which are now being re- 
ceived from various parts of the world. The 
speaker then read extracts from the invita- 
tion aud programme of the General Confer- 
ence of the Alliance to be held in Basle in 
the ensuing autumn, and expressed the hope 
that a large number of members of the 
British Organization would be induced by 
the kind offer of the hospitality of their 
Basle friends, and by the reduced railway 
fares, to attend the Conference, thus pro- 
moting the great object of drawing together 
Christians of various Churches and of all 
nations for the advancement of the interests 
of true religion. 

The Rev. J. S. Russell spoke of the 
formation and of the past history of the 
Evangelical Alliance, and urged the import- 
ance of the great principle of the Alliance — 
the manifestation of the oneness of the 
Church of Christ. He believed that it was 
impossible to calculate the amount of good 
which had already been accomplished in the 
cultivation of the fraternal fellowship which 
is one of the great objects of the Alliance. 
The efforts of the society on behalf of the 
persecuted for conscience' sake in various 
lands have shown the power of Christian 
union as presented in the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. 

The Rev. T. T. Waterman, one of the 



Secretaries of the Christian Evidence Society, 
gave a brief account of the methods by 
which the society endeavours to counteract 
the spread of scepticism — viz., by the 
delivery of sermons and lectures, the 
publication of books and tracts, and by the 
ofifer of prizes (after examination), with a 
view to encourage the study of works on 
Christian Evidence. The speaker then re- 
ferred to the great importance of the lectures 
recently delivered in the Salle Evang^lique 
during the Exhibition in Paris, and stated 
that, at the urgent request of those who 
heard them, the Committee had determined 
to publish the French lectures, believing 
that, in the present state of France, they 
would be useful in directing public opinion 
on religious questions. He concluded by 
expressing his hope that friends in this 
country would kindly contribute towards so 
important an object. 

Mr. M. Merrill, Head Master of the Latin 
School, Boston, U.S., expressed the pleasure 
he felt in being present at this / meeting. 
The principles and objects of the Evangelical 
Alliance had his hearty sympathy; and he 
had watched with satisfaction the improved 
state of feeling between Christians of dif- 
ferent denominations in his own country. 
They seemed to have grown tall enough to 
look over the tops of the fences by which 
each of their different churches was sur- 
rounded ; and he gave several interesting 
instances of the interchange of pulpits be- 
tween ministers of different sections of the 
Christian Church. 

After a few words from the Rev. J. G. 
Rogers and the Rev. Dr. Morley Punshon, 

The Chairman recalled attention to the 
important operations of the Christian Evi- 
dence Society, and expressed his opinion 
that if the Evangelical Alliance had done 
no other work than originate such an organi- 
zation, it would be well worthy of hearty 
support. But it had done far more than this, 
and had still a great work before it, both in 
regard to the manifestation of the oneness of 
the Church of Christ, and in the exhibition 
of the power and influence of Christian 
union in cases of religious persecution. 

The Benediction was then pronounced, 
and the company adjourned for refreshments. 



A meeting of Council was neia on 
Thursday, February 6th, at 54, Upper 
Sackville Street, Dublin ; the Right Hon. 
WDliam Brooke in the chair. 



IRISH BRANCH, 
held 



NEW MKmBERp. 

The Rev. B. T. Disney, A.K., Abbeyleix; 
B. H. Church, Esq., Cork ; Mrs. G. A. P. Ar- 
buthnot) Dublin ; Rev. J.Campbell| A.B.,ditto. 
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CONFERENCE AT BASLE. 

A communication was read from the 
Secretary in London, announcing that 
arrangements were now being made for the 
General Conference to be held in Basle in 
the autumn, and requesting that delegates 
should be appointed to represent the Irish 
Branch at the Conference. 

The Ri«ht Hon. William Brooke, the Rev. 
Robert Workman (Belfast), John R. Fowler, 
Esq. (Bray), and the Rev. D. MuUan, 
Secretary, were then nominated. The 
further consideration of the matter was 
postponed. 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE CLASSES. 

The Secretary reported that the scheme 
for promoting the study of the Christian 
Evidences and Protestant Theology, which 
had been arranged by the Council in 
harmony with the Christian Evidence 
Society of London, and in connection with 
which examinations will be held in April, 
and prizes given to successful candidates, 
had been warmly taken up throughout the 
country. Numerous classes had been formed, 
some of them very largely attended, and it 
was hoped that a great impulse would be 
given to the study of these important 
branches of Christian truth. 

DAT OF PRilTER FOR IRELAND. 

It was unanimously agreed that, in ac- 
cordance with the custom observed for se- 
veral years past, an invitation should be, 
with increasing interest, again addressed to 
members of the British and Foreign Branches 
of the Alliance, requesting united and special 
prayer for Ireland. 

To the Members of the British and Foreign 
Branches of the Evangelical Alliance, 
Dear Brethren, — For several years the 
17th day of March Has been observed as a 



day of prayer for Lreland.^ Each aaccenive 
invitation has called forth a deeper and 
wider response. 

We cannot but regard it as a token for 
good to our country that it has been laid in 
this special manner upon the hearts of so 
many. Its history gives it a peculiar claim 
upon the sympathies of Gk>d'8 people ; its 
early enlightenment ; the long interral of 
darkness and sorrow ; its present circum- 
stances. Still, restless and unsatLsfied, let 
us pray that it may soon enjoy the peace of 
the pure Qospel of Christ. Suffering under 
many evils, let us pray that it may soon 
enter into the liberty with which Christ 
makes His people free. What a blessing to 
Great Britain, America, and the world would 
be the return of its people to ''the £uth 
once delivered to the saints" I 

In answer to prayer, the Lord has poured 
out copious blessings in many parts of the 
land. We are encouraged by the remem- 
brance of past benefits to look for still 
greater in the future. 

Let this 1 7th day of March find ns again 
united, in private and in our public assem- 
blies, in earnest prayer to Gk)d that He may 
speedily visit us in the fulness of His 
blessing, and make our country a praise in 
the earth. 

(Signed on behalf of the Council of 

the Irish Branch) 
Waveney, President ; Wm. Brooke, 
Edward Synoe Hutchinson, Bart., 
Edw. Saundbrson, Thos. M'Clubx, 
Bart., Charles Qaussbn, and J. H. 
Sw ANTON, Vice-Presidents; Horace 

W. TOWNSEND, A.M., W. B. ElRK- 

PATRICK, D.D., and Thos. A. M'Keb, 
LL.D., Hon. Sees. ; J. Lambert 
Jones, Treasurer ; David Mullan, 
A.B., Secretary. 



Rer. Nerilo Sbeibrooke . 
H. OibtoiK Esq. 
RcT. O. W. 8<nithouae 
R«T. John Rowland . 
OoorgQ Burns, Ym\. . 
Rot. U. Blockniore . 
BeT. J. O. Gregory . 
Colonel Bazatt .... 
Mrs. RawKon .... 
MdroBo Sub-diriiiion, txir John 

Broad. £«q 

Loaniington Snbscrlptlona, por 

Jamc» liutlin, 1:^. 
Rot. W. l>ent .... 
MisaNulloth . . . . 
Ilambtirg Kubscriptions, per 

Andrew Sou, Kitq. 
Rev. Ofonro Jones 
Nottingham Branch, per W. 

Vickcrs, H»q..jun. 
Rev. W. KoburU 
Mra. Chawncr .... 
RcT. John KuUt 
Arlesbury tSu)«triptions, por 

William Ward, Esq. 
E. Millard, Ekj. . . . 
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CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED. 

£ B. d. 
Colonel Field, c.b. . . .110 
RtiT. R. A. McFarlane . 10 

Ilfraconibo Subflcriptiona (bal- 
ance;, per Rer. F. F. Med* 

calf 2 12 10 

A. F., by W. A. (don.) . . 10 
F, K. Ure.ivos, E*q. . . .110 
Colonel Klliot, an.. . .110 

WKKK or PRATFR rCXD. 

ThomM II. Uraham, Es/i. 2 2 

Ijath Uniteti IVayer MeotinK 

Committee, i>er Rev. W. E. 

Littlevrood . . .600 

Wennouth United Prayer 

MeetiugR. per Rev. W. Ja;wis 10 
Torqiiav ditto, per Colonel 

Miirtln . .220 

LiHkciird ditto, per J. Watts, 

iliq 12 

George Williams, EHq. . 10 10 

Aylesbury Unttod I'nivcrMcot- 

Ings. per W. Wnni, knu. . 16 
IpMwlch ditto, i>er Kev. T. M. 

MorrlH . 3 12 8 

Stratford ditto, per Mr. C. 

fioardnum . 18 11 



Whltstable ditto, per Rer. W. 

J. Andrew .... 
Croydon ditto, por J. Ander* 

son, Eaq. .... 
Lancaster ditto, per Rev. F. 

Bolton 

Ventnor ditto, per B. Smith, 

XUKJ* • • • • • 

Rodcar ditto, per W. J. Franko, 

ASQs ■ • • • • 

Collection* at Langhazn Hall 

Balance of CoUeciion, United 
I'rayor Meetings, Uolt (near 
Trowbridge), per Rev. W, 
Moody Blako .... 

Rev. W. M. lieeby . 

A. McArthur, JCaq., M.r. . 

The Hon. Sir Robert Lnah . 

Balanso of Collection, United 
Prayer Meetings, Keswick, 
per Rev. Ouion iisttenby . 

•PAVUH ruaaconov (m. 
The Lord Klnnaird . 
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Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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No English monarcli, from the earliest period of the history of these realms, has ever 
retained, during a long and eventful reign, so firm a hold upon the affections of the 
people as the Sovereign Lad j who now for nearly forty-two years has occupied thr 
Throne. Amidst all changes of Ministries and policy, amidst all the vicissitudes of 
puhlic feeling and opinion, the popularity of Queen Victoria continues undiminished. 
This, no doubt, may partly be ascribed to the constitutional course of action, irre- 
spective of all personal or party predilections, which from her accession until now 
the Queen has persistently pursued. Her Majesty's own preferences have never been 
the rule of her conduct in political affairs ; her own will has ever been subordinate 
to that of the nation when clearly and legally expressed. But the favour in which 
the Queen is held by all sections of her subjects is in part due to the example she 
has ever set of personal and private virtue — to her exemplary conduct in all the rela- 
tions of family and social life. The people of all classes venerate her as a woman, 
no les3 than they respect her as a Queen. Hence the special interest invariably felt 
for her as regards her family position, and in those events within the royal circle 
which in every household where they occur are the salient and all-absorbing features 
of its life. The Queen enjoys her people's love ; consequently, every family inci- 
dent, whether of sorrow or of joy-— every marriage, birth, or death — has genuine 
interest for them. This it is which has fixed public attention on the wedding of the 
Duke of Connaught with his Prussian bride, and awakened throughout the country 
the best and warmest wishes for the welfare of the royal pair. We feel that in 
their future life, with all its joys and cares, we, the people, have our part. We are 
one with them, and they with us. And this is laigely due to our sympathy with 
that happy home and fireside over which the Queen presides, and which she hat 
stamped with a character especially her own, the fruit alike of her and her late 
beloved Consort's teaching and example. With all the members of that family we 
are concerned ; yet, in our heart of hearts, wo pay our highest tribute to its Mother 
and its Head. May our gracious Queen ever have reason to rejoice in her children, 
and fully realize the blessing promised to those parents who train up their ofi&pring 
in the paths of righteousness I And may the happy pair who now are joined in one 
become the originators, under God, of another household as duly and as wisdy 
trained, and themselves preside over a home the inmates of which, under the kind 
and faithfid ttdtion of earthly parents, shall be prepared hereafter to inherit one of 
the many mansions of the Everlasting Father 1 



Facts appear to indicate that the war in Afghanistan is drawing to its close. 
The tidings of Shere All's death have received abundant confirmation, and Yakoob 
Khan is at least his nominal successor. The death of the Ameer, who had been 
seriously ill for weeks, is ascribed rather to the depression and melancholy caused 
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hioi by the loss of his kingdom than to any physical disease. There is no marked 
change in the military position ; but by recent advices we learn that while negotia- 
tions are in progress between the Government of India and the new Ameer, 
Yakoob Khan is not likely to yield to the demands of the British Grovem- 
ment without an obstinate diplomatic resistance. It is, indeed, implied that 
be dare not if he would. Meanwhile, popular opinion in India is in favour of a 
'^ spirited policy," and of immediate military action; by which is meant an instant 
march upon Cabul. It may be hoped, however, that the Cabinet at home will now 
exert its authority to prohibit all rash and ill-considered movements, and eveij 
hostile measure likely to impede the course of the negotiations, or to imperil their 
pacific issue. 

South Africa, in the regions of warlike intelligence, continues, from the pablie 
attention it absorbs, completely to eclipse and overshadow Afghanistan. Both Par- 
liament and the nation are still actively engaged in the inquiry, Who waa re- 
sponsible for the late military disaster ? and upon whom or what must we fix the re- 
sponsibility for the occurrence of the war ilselft On the latter point great pnUie 
interest has been excited ; a large amount of confidence being very widely felt in Sr 
Bartle Frere as regards his Christian character, his - undeniable humanity, his able 
and enlightened statesmanship, and his philanthropic sympathies and views. The 
best-intentioned and ablest statesmen are, however, sometimes mistaken; and 
although we have no desire to prejudge the decision at which both Houses of 
the Legislature may arrive, it certainly appears, from a perusal of the correspondeaoe 
just published in the Blue-books, that the Grovernment consider the High Com- 
missioner to have been too precipitate in his action, to have taken upon himself 
a responsibility which should have been that of the Cabinet alone, and needlessly to 
have sent an ultimatum to the Zulu King which was almost certain to result in. war. 
These conclusions are distinctly stated by the Colonial Secretary in a letter to Sir 
Bartle Frere himself. After giving careful attention to all the arguments urged' by 
the High Commissioner on his own behalf, the Cabinet are unable to find in them 
any justification of his conduct in so hastily sending to Cetewayo a mesnge 
calculated to provoke a conflict for which, as they imply, he was not prepared, and 
which it was, on all accounts, most desirable he should avoid. We must 4xrtainlj 
do the Home Government the justice to believe that, whoever may be respoiisihle 
for this sanguinary contest, they undoubtedly are not. Whether the war oould 
ultimately have been averted, is one thing; whether those who precipitated it with- 
out authority acted rightly or wrongly in so doing, is quite another. Dr. Moflbi, 
than whom no man has a larger South African experience, stated recently in pablie 
that the government of the Zulus was a cruel one, and that all humane peofde who 
knew it must wish it overthrown. That, however, is not the question either. Have 
we (or had we) th» right now to declare war against the Zulus, and to 
the offensive towards them ? is an inquiry quite apart from whether their 
ment is a cruel or a just one, or whether at some future day we may not be 
compelled to take up a q2s against it We trust that the investigation on. the sub- 
ject will be searching A.^ complete, and that the blame will be laid wheivrer it 
rightfully is due. On t.^ military question also we are not in a positiaiL to 
pronounce ; whether or n (^ Lord Chelmsford erred in judgment cannoti tti yel» 
be with certainty affirm^* We trust that, under any drcumstances^ the 

to retrieve our mnifcary ^^'^'ter may not assume the form of vindictiTO 

tion on the Zulus ; and tb^|[^'^ efforts will be spared to restore peaces tantpSOUf^ 
nnd safetf in onr Bmib A f^^^ posaesenonft V\\.\i \Sca ^hottest possiUe ddaj. 
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It may be hoped that our difficulties with the despotic Goyemment of Burmah 
will not land ns in another war. The administration of that once powerful empire 
has ever been conducted on the most absolute principles even of Oriental tyranny. 
The *' Golden Foot/' when uplifted, has been set down ruthlessly on all who 
threatened to oppose its onward march. Outrage and massacre are nothing new in 
Burmese history, and we ourselves have ere this been involved in bloody and expen- 
sive wars with its Sovereign, a potentate who recognizes no law but that of force, or 
the dictates of his own imperious will. For these very reasons we may hope that 
onr Government will use all possible means to prevent the outbreak of another con- 
flict, which, in the present state of Indian affairs, and of Indian finance especially, might 
be most injurious to our empire in the East. 

We note with satis&ction that the French Chamber of Deputies has rejected by* 
a large majority the motion for the impeachment of the De Broglie and Fourtou 
Ministry. All well-wishers to the Republican Government now existing will re- 
joice that it has thus given another proof of its moderation and good sense — a fresh 
evidence that it is not actuated by party or personal vindictiveness. However great 
were the crimes of the men of the 16th of May, however undeniable their con- 
spiracy against the liberties of France, and their determination to overthrow the 
very government they pretended to administer, it is indispensable to the perma- 
nence of that government and the security of those liberties that bygones should be 
bygones, that political passions now in abeyance should not needlessly be roused, and 
that the enemies of the Eepublic should have no pretext to pose themiselves as martyrs, 
or to bring against its friends the charge of persecution. It is satisfactocy to note, more- 
over, that a large section of the majority against impeachment consists of members 
of the Left; so that there is no pretence for saying that in this' memorable and 
momentous division the Cabinet were deserted by their friends. The conclusion is, 
on the contrary, obvious that the Ministry, in the attitude they took upon this ques- 
tion, had the support of the bulk of the Bepublican party, not only in the Chamber, 
but throughout the country ; and in the moderation and self-control they have thutt 
once more exhibited, we have a fresh guarantee for the permanence of the Republic, 
and for the gradual consolidation of both order and liberty in France. 



The victims of the desolating flood in Hungary have, by general consent, been 
regarded as deserving objects of the compassion and aid not only of their own 
countrymen, but of European society at large. Funds to a large extent are being 
raised on their behalf not only^on the Continent, but also in England. Our own 
country (as on former similar occasions) has certainly not been behindhand on this, 
in the cause of benevolence and charity. It seems strange that, after such warnings 
as the state of the River Theiss had afibrded for some time, the inhabitants of the 
devoted town should have persisted in remaining in it to the last, thereby occa- 
sioning so fearful a sacrifice as that which has taken place both of property and life. 

The Irish Home Rule politicians in the House of Commons have once mora 
commenced their career of persistent and notorious obstruction. No lover of his 
country will object to the Estimates of the Chancellor of the Exchequer being 
thoroughly and even searchingiy discussed — no one who values the control of 
Parliament over the national expenditure will seek to abridge such discussion, if only 
it Ije honest and legitimate, directed and adapted to its proper end; but each 
eriticinns as those in which Messrs. Pamell, ^ggar, and O'Donnell now indulgv — 
cntidsms avowedly made and continued under all possible forms, not for the purpose 
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of amending the Estimates, but of staying the entire course of parliamentary legisla- 
tion and procedure — deserve the unmixed reprobation of every patriot, be he of what 
party he may. No course of action could be better calculated to bring into contempt 
the inestimable parliamentary privileges of free speech and debate, or the duty of 
the representatives of the people to be the custodians of the public purse, and to 
control with rigid jealousy the expenses of the (Government. Were it the purpose 
of this Irish triumvirate to destroy these privileges and abrogate those duties, they 
could not devise a better means. We trust it will be found that the forms of the 
House of Commons, aided by the good sense and right feeling of all its reasonable 
members, will, this session, be found adequate to keep in check, if not utterly defeat, 
this most irrational and factious opposition. 



The important judgment on the Clewer case recently delivered in the Queen's 
Bench Division of the High Court of Justice establishes several points of law of 
great practical moment in view of the vexed ecclesiastical questions of the day. 
The chief ground of appeal to the Queen's Bench was the contention of the Bishop of 
Oxford that, notwithstanding the complaint made to him, under the Church Disci- 
pline Act, of certain illegal practices of Mr. Garter, the Rector of Glewer, in the 
^ celebration of the Holy Communion, the Bishop was under no obligation to initiate 
any proceedings whatever against Mr. Carter, and accordingly he declined to do so. 
The Bishop founded this view upon the words in the statute providing that upon 
complaint made " it shall be lawful " for him to issue a commission of inquiry ; and 
he contended that these words were permissive, not compulsory, and left further 
proceedings altogether to his own discretion. The plaintiff. Dr. Julius, disputed 
this, and his application to the Queen's Bench was for a moTidamtu to compel the 
Bishop to proceed. This the Court have made absolute, and decided that the Bishop 
is bound to take up the complaint of the a^rieved parishioner. The words of the 
Act are thus declared to be not discretionary, but imperative. The Court hold that 
the power being given to the bishop for public purposes, and as a remedy for evils 
to be invoked by those who would otherwise have against them no remedy at all, 
the bishop has no option but to use it. But another principle which the judgment 
has affirmed is scarcely less important The Bitualists contend that the bishop's 
authority is ecclesiastical or sacred, as distinct from civil ; the Queen's Bench judg- 
ment involves the principle that it emanates solely from the Crown. This theory 
strikes at the root of those hierarchical assumptions which regard the authority 
of bishops as derived, not from the civil power, but from apostolical succession, and 
as spiritual in opposition to secular. 



It may surprise many Proteatants that the highest honour whidi the Church of 
Borne has in her power to confer should have been offered to and accepted by one 
of the most intellectually and spiritually gifted of her sons. Few men, if any, ever 
left the Anglican for the Roman Communion whose secession was more deeply or 
acutely felt than that of John Henry Newman. A man of the most vigorous under- 
standing, of the most cultured and refined intelligence, of logical acumen seldom 
equalled, and of a rare conscientiousness, sensitive to the slightest touch of evil, — ^it 
seemed a marvel that such a man should yield himself up to a Church which had 
made void the Word of Ood by its traditions— should surrender his conscience and 
his faith to the keeping of the pretended successor of St. Peter. But as Dr. New- 
man's secession from the English Church inflicted upon it no serious blow, to 
neither did his adhesion to the Boman Church prove of any signal service to its 
proeelytixing tendencies. His was not the sort of mind, he was not the man, in 
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whom the priestly party could confide. The Vatican hesitated — we might say 
declined — to avail itself of the services which such an intellect could render. Dr. 
Newman, therefore, was treated with comparative neglect, employed in no superior 
capacity, and, considering his genius, relegated to a position one might almost call 
ohscure. During the pontificate of Pio Nono this state of things continued ; and 
there can be no doubt that it was the very superiority of Dr. Newmun, both intel- 
lectaal and moral, that debarred him from positions which adherents less gifted or 
lees scrupulous might safely be trusted to fu)fil. By the men in power his 
attributes of mind and character were regarded as weapons of a double edge which, 
under certain circumstances, might be turned on friends equally with foes, and 
which, at best, were but uncertain in their operation. Now, however, things have 
changed, and a change of Popes appears to have been productive of a change of 
policy. Though no essential difference has been formally proclaimed, it seems clear /'^ 
that Leo xiii. does not mean to pose in that attitude of simple but direct hostility to /^y 
the entire spirit of the age, and to all the processes of modem thought, which it was ' , 
Pio Nono*s boast and glory to maintain. Hence the honour now at length conferred .' 
upon John Henry Newman. But if this consideration lessens our surprise that the 'x -^ 
distinction of the red hat, and of a place amongst the princes of the Church, should '>• y 
have been, although thus late, offered to a man so eminent, it scarcely diminishes our ^i^ 

wonder that Dr. Newman should have been induced to take the honour. That 
wonder is enhanced when we reflect that he stood entirely aloof from those Ultra- 
montane movements and intrigues which culminated in the Vatican decrees of the 
Immaculate Conception and the Infallibility, and that, in his heart uf hearts, he in 
all probability disapproves them now. We can only conclude that Dr. Newman, 
shrinking from no sacrifice in what to him appears the path of duty, feels that the 
acceptance of this new honour is incumbent on him, and that distinctions offered by 
the Vatican come upon his conscience with all the force of a command. 



ORIENTAL HEATHENDOM AND THE BIBLE. 

BY THE BEV. FRANKLIN NOBLE. 

Several years ago the venerable Dr. Perkins, of Persia, gave the students of the 
Union Theological Seminary a vivid description of the beauty of the cultivated 
plains and valleys of that country, and the refined politeness of the people, whose 
courtesy is of the most extreme and Oriental sort* At the same time, he bore 
witness to the fierce barbarity of character underlying the forms of gentleness and 
civilization. Illustrating the latter fact, he said that an English lady, vudting the 
harem of the Shah, was led by her guide through a room where a number of children 
of the royal family were engaged in a singular play. It was like our " blind man's 
buff*,** with this exception, that all the children were blindfolded. Asking what the 
children called their play, she was puzzled with the answer that they were ** practis- 
ing," and was afterwards horrified with the explanation that, when a new Shah 
comes to the throne, he always blinds his brothers, as a necessary x)recaution of State 
security ; and^ this custom, was so well known that the unfortunate children fully 
understood it, and in their childish familiarity even made it the basis of one of their 
plays — '* practising " in preparation for the blindness which they knew was the 
inevitable destiny of most of them. 

One might suppose that some Oriental Mark Twain had been practising upon 
the credulity of the English lady ; but Dr. Perkins was then an old resident of 
Persia, where he has since ended his life, and the story had no impi*obability to him, 
and he declared that the then reigning Shah — the same who in our day made so 
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brilliant a tour in Enrope — ^had actually, since that English lady told her incredible 
story, signalized his accession to the throne by this very atrocity, taking exactly this 
infamous security against any usurpation or conspiracy by his own brothers. Against 
such *^ wickedness in high plades," and in such ** habitations of cruelty," is the 
Christian warfare declared. 

Dr. Perkins had known and studied the language under the teacher who taught 
Henry Martyn, when he was translating the New Testament. After their honis of 
study and translating, they would mount their horses to ride, for exercise, to the ex- 
ploration of some ancient ruin ; and, as Martyn put his foot in the stirrup, he would 
sometimes say to his Persian companion, " Now, shall we discuss the questioxi 
whether darkness was created ? " Martyn died at Tokat, on lus journey through 
Asia Minor; but his translation of the New Testament is still shining as a light in 
a dark place. What light it diffuses may not be measured, but may be imagined 
from a story which we heard from the lips of the Rev. Dr. Hamlin, lata of Kobert 
College, Constantinople. 

Among the mountains which look down over those Persian valleys and plains 
dwell the tribes of Kurdistan, a wild, shepherd race, of rough manners, living by 
herding horses and selling them in the lowlands, and mingling with their traffic not 
a little horse-stealing. A Kurdish chief, who did the selling for his tribe, and who 
had far more than usual intelligence and education, in one of his lowland visits came 
into possession of an old copy of the New Testament, which he was able to read. 
He knew of Christians by hearsay, and knew that they kept the first day of the 
week as their Sabbath. Otherwise he knew nothing of Christianity or the book he 
had secured. He read the Gospel story ; and, with no other instructor, became con- 
vinced that Jesus Christ was worthy of his love and service, and that Christianity 
ought to be the religion of all men. He at once embraced it in his heart, and b^^an 
to preach his new faith, according to the light that he had. He taught his people the 
sanctity of the Christian Sabbath, and the iniquity of stealing ; and, using his 
authority as chieftain, he compelled his people to live honestly, and on Sundays to 
listen to his preaching. They became as famous for these practices as they had been 
fiimous for thieving raids upon unprotected horses ; and a real reformation was 
actually carried out in that mountain region, without the aid of any missionary, and 
with no teacher of better things except that old copy of the New Testament and the 
Buperintending Spirit of Gkxi. 

One matter troubled the converted Kurd. He read the command to ^' believe 
and be baptized," and while he could see that baptism was with water, he failed to 
jfind explicit directions as to the mode of application. Unwilling, however, to neg- 
lect the commandment because he found it imperfect in explicitness, he summoned 
his people to witness his baptism. They gathered on one of the gentle green slopes 
of a mountain-side, looking out over a wide reach of country ; while at the back 
rose, almost vertically, a succession of steep cliffs, over which came tumbling, 
in three cascades, a mountain brook, pure and sparkling in the Sabbath morning 
son, the last fall springing clear from the cliff at such a height that it reached the levdl 
broken almost wholly into spray. The Kurdish chief explained to his people, «b 
well as he could, the meaning of the Christian profession and of the Christiaa 
baptism he was now about to assume, and then, folding his arms and meekly bending lua 
head, he walked under the cascade and was baptized from the hand of the mountain 
crag, in the sparkling iris-tinted drops of the falling stream. — Nmf York Obaerver, 
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CRUBCE AJXD 8TATB. 

Tbit PlrotesUnt Beformed Charcb is likely 
to lie ilaown very much on its own zeaoaroet. 
Tbe city of Paris has withdzawn the 30,000rz. 
it fonnedy gave to mpplement the salaries 
of pastors; also the 40,000[r. or 50,000fr. 
glyen hitherto from the produce of fanereal 
zevennes (jpompes fun^ires) ; and shortly the 
S0,000&. or thereabouts paid to sapport Pro- 
testant schools will be withdrawn. While 
many deplore this sadden collapse of funds, 
others rejoice in it, as a step in the right 
direction, throwing the Church on its own 
lesources, and giving it the opportunity df 
liberally disbursiDg for the Lord's sake. At 
the same time, it may be a gradual approach 
towards self-government. It seems a mon- 
fltrons thing that a Christian Church should 
1m shackled in its organization and procedure 
for the sake of money, of which there jb no 
lade among its members, only the habit of 
giviog is not yet formed. The same changes 
aifiEact Bomanists and Jews ; there is one rule 
fiiralL 

ZHX CHAXBBB, THX MLNltflKY, UXD THB 

SEFUBUa 

Of course, an outcry is made against the 
Bepublic in eertain circles, and dismal prog- 
Boatiea are made as to the future. Wisdon^ 
liowever, has been listened to in deciding the 
two difficult questions on which the present 
IGidstiy staked their remaimng in powez. 
The amnesty is gmnted to aM political 
effenden who were not downright criminals ; 
and the impeadiment of the late De Brqglie 
I Bni str y has been averted, after a condem- 
natory vote being passed upon their adminis- 
tration by the (Cambers— a vote against 
which the late Hinistxy has protested through 
Aepiefls. ifotten are now again looking mote 
hopeful; but it will require «lmoit supers 
Imman wisdom to reaist the preeanre on either 
Mt, The Miniatry is, diowever, duly warned 
1)y &e sharp eroakings of the daily press as 
to the intentioos of ^e advanced democratic 
TfUtj to put on the eteam and make the State, 
as A Bed Republic, -go Aead I We WHeve 
that aeveial memben of tiiia Mmiata^ de 
aeek from Qod Hia wia&om. Fnyer geea up 
for them in many quarters. 



Booiaxi svm aim bobbowb* 
Distress among workmen and nuurafac* 
tnrers is still veiy great, infidelit|r seems 
rapidly to increase, and suicides are of daily 
o^currenee. One day it is a young couple 
tired of life who diaicoal themselves to death ; 
another, it is a young kd at school, tiied of 
four walls and ebse leading, etc The daily 
press seems more and more vapid, and gives 
opportunity to tiie million, through the 
abominable femttdmUf for spending half an 
hour a d^ in company of blackguaida, assas- 
sins, and those whom the Apostle ealls ^ filthy 
dreamen." Howean the love of Qod find 
entrance, with the mind thus narrowed and 
blocked up by willing admittance of the foe? If 

ZHB HXW J0UBNAL8, 

the weekly Signal and the daily ReformaUur, 
to appear in April, can alip into families and 
oust the fatal drop of poison so destrnotive of 
all momli^ and domestic oomfort, it will 
indeed be a boon. Hmj will need help in 
every form, peouniaiy and literary, and by 
canvassing, to do this in nny measure. It is 
diieot aggression on three foes at once— 
immorality, atheism^ and popery — with the 
clarion ciy, ''Come out of fiahylon, my 
peoplel" Afay Iftie Lord give wisdom and 
boldness to call men not meiely lirom eiril 
<that is easy), bst to Ohrist (that is test- 
ing) 1 The Oioas is «ver more and more 
'* foolishness** in tiie eyes «of the world, and 
of mere professeis ; but it is ever, as of yoze^ 
the power and wisdom of God, and noliriiig 
less powerful and wise will draw men firam 
worse to better. Laet month, fro said Ihat 
L^n Pilatte, the editor of the A^Smmotmr, 
had been converted by means of N. Bouasel 
in 1847; he was Inought, however, -out of 
Bomanism three years before, and was N. 
Bonssel's suooeaaful and happy oompanian in 
labour at that time^ and oonaequeulAy did 
not paae through tlM Sohodl for Evangaliat^ 

The Senate haa at length, stfter eiK fean^ 
delay, paonouneed a deciaion on the law 
vdating to the 



The loss of Btmsbnrg to Fmnoe todk away 
from the Faendi liiitlieiana the goweinuMnt 
of their Oharch, and it evaa neraiaiy to «o- 
conatimie it. The Byaad met in 187fi, and 
dedared Iftiat it aaialaiMd the CtooleaBion of 
Angebuzg aa the basis of the legal oonrtitn* 
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taon at the Clmich ; tliia was the pieunble pbobfkots or FKOmTAjmsH. 

of the piojected Uw of twenty-nine article^ ^ j„(^j , ^^^ ^^^^ „, j^e 

■nhmiUed to the appwral of Goremment. different wcietiM in Fnaee, so that each oim 

The inteiuelr ension. polilical qneitioM jake an intelligent and wiM part in the 

then nfe, end the wnlinual chuige of Mmw- ^y^ pK^uing againat atheiam and Borne, 

tm of tiie Government, caii«>d delay after n t, ^ rtrong current to .et in towtrde 

delay. Nine bmea had the Commwaion ProtMtantMm, and in that cue Proteatuta 

to expUin erexy ileni to u many Umia- gi,(,„id be ready to mn«> the opportunity, 

tera in ancceenon, who came into power ETangeliets worthy of the name will be 

without the ahghteet knowledge of tha a«d«d, and meana wiU be required to 

•ttlgect. At length, whea last year it wa« ^^^^j, the dormant enei^iee of all who 

thonght to have been brought to the point, ^gU^^^ j^ ^^ ^o^ j^^^ fr^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

wddenly certain modificaUona were mtro- them to the work. We have in more caM 

dnced by the eiamining Commiwwn. The than one witne«ed the dirtM«ng di^ 

aynodieal delegate. abeolnUly refuaed to ad- ,ppou,tment of honourable men who had 

mit any interterenca of the State in what j^^^ their idea of Frotertanta from what 

touched the vital mtereata of the Church, they had read of our noble fathera of the 

The mernbem of the Synod have ducnued rijteenth and aeventeenth centnriee, and had 

(ho natter iince, and resolved to adopt the tru.ted where tnwt waa betrayed. Now, 

viewa of the Senato; and all that lemains to ^h^j we need i» the energizing of the whole 

be done u to obtain the uaent of the Depn- guture of the Proteatant Chrirti«, or the 

*■*■• opportunity for France will be lost, and the 

mn BXFOEWtD CHUBCH diwppointment will be fatal. If the light 
la m tome degree of anxiety at the preeumed ^thin her be found to be darkneaa, how 
attempt of the new MmUter of Public ^^gt will be that darkneaa ! But God forbid 
Instruction to give M. Viguii, the Ration- ,uch a termination to anch hopea! Pari, ia 
^■t Paatoi-Preaident of Nimea, to the Pari* thi. week celling Chriatiaaa to a nohler, 
Facnlty of Theology ae Profe»or, in "order higher life of failh and woAa by spedal 
to iatiafy the euppoeed need of the EaUon- n,eetiogs. It ia nnspeakably tonchine to aee 
aliH tendency"! The extremely tangled „ j^j^king to Proteatantiam aa their 
qneation of Rationalism, so finely ihaded off j^ ^ope, end stretching out Iremhling 
from stanch orthodox ChristianUy that its ^ands towards iL It is indeed a mo- 
exact limit cannot be defined, is likely to be mentons time, 
lobg the bane of the Church. The nnpopular 

DeBiDglie Ministry helped the Orthodox, the beliqiocs libbrtt Initwkobd. 

popular Republicans are expected to favour Strange to say, at thia special tnming- 

the Kationalists. If only both parties could point towards liberty, Paator Hirach, the 

join to relinquish State assistance, how easily energetic and earnest paator of Oa^t, who 

they might divide o£^ and cause to cease is accustomed to visit every houae of above 

the wretched etrife, so misunderstood because sixty villages and hamlets, has been called 

of the complex questions of property end before the Correctional Police Tribunal for 

money bound up in the matter, having celebrated a religious service on the 

A Protestant Depnty has laid on the table written request of sixty-five householdeia. 

of the Chamber a Bill, the firrt article of The Keeper of the Seals, a Protestant, 

which mns thus: "Meetings having as doubts whether the proceedings can be 

their sole object the celebration of religions stopped. It seems that, stirred up by the 

worship, are lawful if held in public, and if Bishop of Limiiges, whose fears were aroused 

a previous declaration has been made to the by the pn^ress of Protestantism, U. Marcire 

local municipality." (the lato Minieter of the Interior) gave 

The seventh general meeting of the instructiona to the Prefect of the Creuee, who 

French Home Misuou (i/tsmon Interieurt) is is also a Protestant, to grant no anlhorixa- 

to take place in Marseilles on the 16tb and tions to spread Protestantism, and to be on 

17th of April. The two principal subjects tbe reserve with Protestant pastors. If the 

to be brought forward are, first, the means of new Minister, M. Lep^re, does not consent to 

awakening the missionary spirit in our modify these instmctions of his predeceseor. 

Evangelical churches; and, second, the move- the Deputies of the Creuse are decided aa 

ment towards Protestantism in France, and bringing the affair before the Chamber, 
the duties which it imposes upon Protestants- 
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SPAIN. 

DEATH AND FUNERAL OF A PROTESTANT CONVERT. 



AlcojT, March 6, 1879. 

A funeral took place here last Sunday at 
3 P.M. An immense crowd followed to the 
cemetery, where from three to four hundred 
persons heard the Qospel. A brilliant and, 
I trust, impressive testimony was given. Our 
brother had been [at one time] notorious for 
his ungodliness and bad conduct Drunkenness 
bad destroyed his peace, and robbed his poor 
wife and children of Uieir happiness. He 
bad been thrown into prison several times, 
and was a man dreaded by all for his bad 
temper and strength. But when the Lord 
was pleased to touch his heart and show him 
the sinfulness of his life, he so changed his 
outward conduct that it was quite evident his 
heart had also been renewed. His wife often 
said that the Qospel had given her not only 
a Saviour for her soul, but also a husband for 
herself and a father for her chililren. In the 
cemetery, before the large crowd, I briefly 
spoke of the life of our deceased brother, as 
well as of the change the Qospel had wrought 
in him, and called upon all present to come 
to Jesus and be washed in His blood. Many 
Roman Catholics were in tears. We sung the 
Spanish translation of that beautiful hymn, 
** Safe in the arms of Jesus ;" and when we 
were about to part, several persons came to 
say they would have regretted to have missed 
the funeral service. At the evening divine 
service, the chapel was crowded more than 
usual, and I was pleased to see among my 
beloved congregation some of those I had 
seen at the burial. 

During his illness the deceased and his 



family had been importuned by messengers 
from the priests, trying to persuade him to 
call for a confessor and die a Romanist ; but 
our gracious Qod sustained him to resist the 
temptation. I reminded him, in one of my 
visits, of the Twenty-third Psalm, and his face 
brightened as he repeated the fourth verse. 
These emissaries of the priests made another 
visit, and the family immediately sent for me. 
As soon as they saw me, they wanted to 
leave the room ; but I objected, and desired 
them to remain. I then was enabled to speak 
to them so pointedly that they felt ashamed 
of themselves, and the leader of them said 
that they had been commissioned by some 
priests to persuade the patient to die a 
Catholic, but they were now convinced that 
he would not. This happened at about ten 
o'clock ; an hour afterwards the soul of our 
brother had passed to a better, happier, 
sweeter life. 

When the brother-in-law of the deceased 
went on Sunday morning to the municipal 
judge to get permission for the burial, the 
secretary tried to induce him to have him 
buried in the Romish cemetery. Fortunately, 
this man is a Protestant at heart, and said he 
could only do what he had been authorized 
by the widow. Still, for having mistaken 
one of the names, permission was refused, and 
the body remained.unburied till the following 
day at sunset All this will show you how 
prudent we must be not to get again into 
difficulties. May €k)d ever guide and direct me ! 

QratefuUy yours, 

Q. S. Bkn-Oliel. 



ITALY. 

ITALIAN FREE CHURCH SCHOOLS. 



The eighth annual report of the Italian 
Evangelical Schools in connection with the 
Free Italian Church in Italy, has been issued. 
The committee state that notwithstanding in- 
creased financial distress on all sides, and the 
endless calls on Christian liberality, the year 
closed without a deficit. ''Owing," says 
the report, ''to the bankrupt state of the 
Florence community and a decrease in the 
number of English visitors, there has been 
no improvement in the contributions of Flo- 
rence itself. Strangers have felt it their 
duty to relieve the numerous and pressing 
cases of starvation around them. Bread and 
meat to the value of over 2,500 francs have 
been distributed, by the Scotch Presbyterian 



Church alone, to the starving poor. Soup 
kitchens have also been started by private 
bounty, and one such at our school premises 
in Via de' Benci is now relieving the poorest 
amongst our scholars and their parents." 

The children in attendance at the Florence 
schools number over 100, about the same 
as last year. The teachers avoid all con* 
troversy with their pupils, but encourage 
free thought and examination into evange- 
lical truths. A new pupil, a litde girl of ten 
years, who two months ago was always re- 
ferring her teacher to the saints and Virgin, 
asked the other day for a Bible in order to 
examine at home into the truth of what she 
heard at school. Several girls who have at- 
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tended the schools for two and three years, 
obetinatelj refuse to be confirmed by the 
pries tSy afiSmiing that they are no longer 
Boman Catholica. Not a few of the parents 
read with as much eagerness and profit as 
the children the stories and evangelical truths 
oontained in the lesson-books and tracts 
brought home, some leazning in this way for 
the first time of Jesns^ as the Saviour of 
sinners. About seventy of the children at- 
teud the Sabbath-school connected with the 
Church, and lads who have already left 
sdiool to learn their trade continue to come. 
One such, apprenticed to a shoemaker, was 
the means of leading his father to the truth, 
and both have since joined the Church. 

The Director of the schools in Leghorn, 
Signor A. Beria, says: ''Suoh was the 
number of children that flocked into our 
schools at their opening, last session, that we 
found ourselves very much in the position of 
the fishermen, who, when they havea good take, 
pick out the best and throw back the worst. 
We have 270 children on our roll, 240 of 
whom are regular attendants. The Sunday- 
school is also well attended, and the children 
vie with each other in Bible knowledge and 
in prompt replies." 

The Bev. Signor Conti, Director of the 
schools, at Bome, writes : '* It is with more 
than ordinary pleasure that I forward you a 
zqK>rt for the past year, our schools having 
strikingly developed in educational and reli- 
gious usefulness. It has been a year of 
marked progress. Much of this year's pro- 
gress is owing to a new and rapid method 
of imparting the elements of education to 
infant and elementary classes, by Commen- 
datore Mauro. The child is amused while 
he is instructed^ and instead of haviug his 
mind stupefied by continued reiteration, he 
learns to read and write without being •con- 
scious of monotony or fatigue. Under this 
system, many of our infants at the age of 
three and four can form all the letters c^ 
the alphabet. This method was put to 
thorough proof last April hj two of our 
female teachers, each having an unlettered 
class of thirty children. In three months, at 
the July examinations, these children could 
xead fluently and write to dictation. Buch 
unexpected success was oonsidered so snr- 
prising by the inspecUn^ that nine members 



from the Pedagogical Congress, then sitting 
in fiome, visited our schools in order to 
examine thoroughly into the system, its mode 
of application, and the visible proofs of its 
success. Their report was so faToorable, thst 
Signor De SanctLs, the Minister for Pablie 
lustmction, desired to make the acgnaintanm 
of the two successful teachers, ai^ of thsir 
two best pupils. The presentation took plaee 
at a scholastic fSte given in the ApoDo 
Theatre, n4ien Signor De Sanctis pnaoitad 
Commendatore Manro with a luonxe medal, 
shook hands with and oongniiilaied onr 
teachers, and kissing the two children. Hid, 
'God Uess you.' This pubic acknowledg- 
ment was followed by a mbsidy of 300 fonifli 
from the Government towards the mainloi- 
ance of the schools, being the first pmctiflsl 
proof of sympathy and approval from the 
State which we have received. When the 
school again opened in September, one flf 
these same teachen undertook another ela« 
of thirty unlettered boys and girls, and 
the same success. By Christmas they 
each able to write a letter of New Ytt£§ 
greeting to their parents, Signor GkvuB, 
Commendatore Mauro, and to myself. Oon- 
mendatore Manro presented hia letter t» 
Queen Margherita as an astonishing proof of 
the rapid progress that can be made under the 
new system. The school is daily opened and 
closed with prayer and praise, and with the 
explanation of a few verses of Scriptare ; and 
twice a week I give a special Bible lesson to 
the united classes. "Die repliee of the 
children are such as to fill me with hosg^ 
that my labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
The religious instruction above mentioned is 
continued in the Sabbath^sohool, in which I 
am assisted by the teachers and some of oar 
theological students. Begarding our schools 
in the light of their religious influence, it is 
not to be wondered at if the priests hate 
them with a deadly hatred, and, by threats to 
the parents of loss of employment or hnhis 
in dothing and food, keep up a '^'»**anwil 
warfare against us. They have opened ihne 
new schools in our neighhonihood» and «nn 
promised a silver watch to each child wiho 
would for a year fiequent their acfaoolb Bat 
we are not discoonge^, and tmst in God, 
and the righteous cause to which «re 
consecmted ourselves, for sncoess.*' 



▲prti,im.] 



BTAKOSUOAX. CHBimHOOH. 



MT 



GERMANY. 



[From our own CoiTespoiident.1 
^ PruMia, March 17, 1879. 

OOMFLAISTS AOAINBT 8GHOOLUA8TBEB. 

Soon after Dr. Falk defendedi in the Honae 
of Depntiei^ his school policy, a fact became 
known which Beemed to contradict the 
Minister*^ words. The Provincial Qoyenk" 
ment at Oppeln, Sileaia, wrote a dzcular to 
the school inspectors, in which great com- 
plaints were made of the yonnger school- 
mastery and in which the school inspecton 
were requested to give their fall attention to 
thia question. The circular was not intended 
for publicity; but as it was directed to a 
nnmher of persons, it was yery natmsl that 
it ahould have found its way into print, even 
without the possibility hinted at by a liberal 
Deputy, that a friend of Mr. Windthoral^s 
in the Oppeln Qovemment had caused its 
publication. Dr. Falk acknowledged that, 
eapecially in Upper Silesia, where there is a 
mixed German and Polish population, it was 
difficult to find good masters ; but he ought 
to have supported the local authorities in 
their endeavour to suppress said abuses. 
Instead of that^ he said that the circular was 
almost written in the tone of a newspaper 
article, in which the object was to abuse the 
** Falk system." Soon after this debate the 
IVuBsian Parliament was closed, to make way 
for the Parliament of the Geiman Empire, 
in which religious questions are not likely to 
be discussed this session, as all the interest , 
is concentrated on Prince Bismarck's new 
financial schemes. 

XB. XAIAHOFF, 

who, as your readers will remember, was 
removed from his pastorate at Kiekem 
because he voluntarily declared to the 
Supreme Consistory that he could not le- 
eogniJBe the limits to the liberty of teaching 
established by that body, has appeatled to I9ie 
State Tribunal for Ecclesiastical Aiblm. This 
tribunal was established in 1873 by one of 
ih» so-called May Laws, and has aheady 
deposed many of the bishops. Though not 
intended for the National Protestant ^nrch, 
its formsl authority extends sAso over Pro- 
testant ecdesiaitical aiEsirs. Mr. Kalthoff 
denied the justiee of the dedbuon of the 
Supreme Oonnaloiy, espedally on the^gronnd 
that his teaeUng had not given offenee to 
the eoDgregation. Though, as BfaogeHcal 
Christians, we cannot have partibiilaT sym- 
filhy wilh ikm inrtitntiGn, we must be 
Ihankful to Mr. Kalthoff for liaving cdled 
lorfh from ite authorities so hnporlant a 



decision as that now given. Mr. Xalthoff's 
appeal is rejected. The judgment states 
that it does not lie within the duties of this 
tribunal to mix in the internal affairs of the 
Church. Every church must have certain 
rules as to the teaching of her ministers, and 
it is not the object of the State to fix those 
limits, but only to see that the rules respect- 
ing them are properly enforced. This de- 
cision certainly is not in accordance with the 
wishes of our religious ** Liberals.** 

ST. jaxes'b fabochial council 

has been requested once more to elect a 
pastor, with the warning that the appoint- 
ment would be made by the OonsirtoTy i^ 
for the third time, a man should be elected 
whose appointment could not obtain con- 
firmation. If the third election has been 
allowed, it is probably because the warning 
now mentioned had not been given before. 
The Consistory of the Province of Branden- 
buig has been obliged once more to refuse 
confirmation to the appointment of a pastor — 
Mr. Lau— ^ected to St Elisabeth's Church, 
who has denied the fundamental truths of 
Christianity. 

GXNSRAL SDPSRmriNDENT DR. BDCHBXL, 

Pastor of St. Matthew's Church, celebrated 
the fiftieth amuversary of his ordination on 
the 16th of last fuonth. Among many sad 
featnies in our fierlin congregations, this 
festival bore testimony to what may be done 
by a minister when faithfully labouring for 
CSirist. After seventeen years' work in 
country parishes, Dr. Buchsel was called to 
the *' West-end** of Berlin by King Frederick 
William TV. During thirty-three years he 
has been the pastor of a church in the most 
fashionable p«t of our capital. His sermons 
were always veiy simple, yet he knew how 
to attraet the upper classes, and his church 
was always full. In the year of the Revolu- 
tion, 1846, on the 19th of March, when 
many pastors did not venture to hold their 
services, and when the police even advised 
&at the beUs should not be rung, those of 
St Maft^w% still continued to call together 
the congregation ; and the service held under 
these circumstances was never forgotten by 
sH present. By the money collected after 
his aernoes, Dr. Bncfasri has been enabled to 
hnlld St. liuktfs Chudi, and to give a large 
sumtowarda the Twelve Apostles' Ohurdh, 
bolii being sow detached from his original 
parish. He has done a great deal far the 
awflkkening of religious life in Bei^. 



108 



ETANGXLICIL CHBlSTINDOlf, 



(April l,u;& 



• 



THS BEBLIN aTT lOSSION 

celebrated, a fortnight ago, its second anni- 
versary since it was newly organized. There 
are now twenty city missionaries. They are 
conducting eight Sunday-echools, with 1,500 
to 2,000 children, and seventeen regular 
Bibl e-cla?ses in different houses. Besides, the 
City Mission has now two chapels of its own. 

8T. MABR'S church, 

which was about to be closed for want of 
funds, has received a grant of 2,400 marks 
for its immediate wants from the Minister 
for Public Worship. 

THE SUPBEICK CONSISTORT 

has issued an address to the pastors of the 
National Protestant Church on the dangers 
of Social Democracy. The address says that 
the power of the Gospel is sufficient to effect 
a regeneration of the people. The pastors are 
requested to bring spiritual influences to bear 
upon the congregations by every possible 
means. They are advised to seek the assist- 
ance of free associations, and to avoid all 
strife among themselves, and all conflicts not 
required absolutely by conscience. Finally, 
the pastors are requested to keep aloof from 
politics, as it is not their duty to offer solu- 
tions of the social problems in the name of 
Christianity. In general, this address can 
only be regarded with approval. Our 
clergymen, though things have improved in 
that respect, do not yet sufficiently seek the 
help of the voluntary agencies ; and though 



most religious controveifliea are started ham 
motives of consdenee, and free ditcoasioii m 
these things must be allowed, jet broCheily 
love is too often forgotten. The last peiot 
is also true. The lamentable fact that ov 
great Liberal party is, on the whole, hostile 
to the Church, originates perhaps^ to a 
certain degree, from the stanch essiatsnce 
mostly given by Prussian pastors to the csois 
of Conservatism ; but at the present moment 
these words might be understood. It oe^ 
tainly cannot be the intention of the Supreme 
Consistory to blame Mr. Stocker, who, hf 
his Christian Working Men's Puty, bringi 
numbers under the influence of the GkMpoL 

8ABBATH OBBKBTANCB. 

In the Grand Duchy of Badeu, a resolutioa 
in favour of Sunday rest was lately rejected 
by the Chamber of Deputies. One of the 
Ministers of State, Mr. Turban, expressed on 
this occasion the opinion that the paston 
themselves were to be blamed for the ftd 
that so few people went to chnrch. This 
may be true in many cases, but the Govern- 
ment of Baden has done a great deal to 
diminish the influence of the pastors, and sa 
official expression of that kind will not hdp 
to make it better. Even the Chudi 
Government of Baden, which is very lax 
indeed, finds that the Lord's-day is too 
little regarded. It is to be regretted that so 
many people in this country have no under- 
standing of the great importance of a real 
Day of Rest 



AMERICA. 



THE president's VETO. 

'' President Hayes has put his foot upon 
the national perfidy and legislative barbarism 
attempted in the bill entitled 'An Act to 
restrict immigration of Chinese to the United 
States,' and nobly stamped the proposed in- 
famy into the dust The anxieties of millions 
for the honour and good faith of their country 
are relieved. Never was there a more im- 
perative occasion for the exercise of the veto 
power, and we doubt whether President 
Hayes ever did or ever will do an act that 
will bring greater credit to his name. He 
has saved the nation from the disgrace and 
shame of being a treaty-breaker. The pres- 
sure in favour of this infamous bill from the 
Pacific States, especially California, as well as 
from politician?, was, indeed, very strong ; 
and it was hoped by some and feared by 
others that the President would surrender 
his judgment to that of the two Houses of 
Congnsf, and thus give to the measure the 



sanction of law. He has, however, seen fit 
to follow his own judgment ; and let God hs 
praised for two things : first, that the judg- 
ment was right; and, secondly, that the 
President has had the courage to act upon it* 
We quote the above from the New York Ja- 
dependent of the 6th ult The bill in ques- 
tion virtually excluded Chinese immi^^ranti 
from the United States. By its provisions, 
no vessels would have been allowed to bring 
more than fifteen Chinamen at one time to 
the United States. The bill passed the Senate 
by a majority of twelve. Before the Presi- 
dent had given his decision, an American 
correspondent of the WuL'ly Review wrote as 
follows : *' The bill is a surrender to the 
lowest and most worthless strata of society on 
our Pacific coast A few official figures ds* 
serve attention. The 60,000 Chinese nov 
in California contribute over X3y000,CMI0 
yearly to the revenue cf the State. 
Chiuefift \m^otVAt% ^'^ sAsiually at <^ 
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ciBCO into Uie tTeasoiy of the United States, 
in the way of dnties, £360,000. The Sor- 
TeyoT-Qeneral zeports that the Chinese have 
increased the value of property in California 
£58,000,000 within ten years, and this pro- 
perty is held by white men. They have also 
reclaimed, so the official statement mns, 
1,000,000 of acres of marsh lands, which 
have in consequence risen in value from £^6 
to £20 an acre. Enterprises of this kind 
snccessfnlly aecompliBhed by Chinese labour 
now furnish employment for 500,000 white 
men, who now turn on their benefactors. It 
shoiQd also be remembered that the entire 
volume of emigration from China continued 
now for twenty years without restrictions has 
amounted to only 200,000 persons. The 
Christian will in addition look at tins from I 
hii religious standpoint. He will remember 
that the infidel and Romish working man 
disdainfully rejects instruction in the Word 
of Qod, while of the Chinamen the Bev. J. 
Cook said, two weeks ago in Boston, in the 
prelude to the Monday lecture : * There is 
not a church with any spiritual life in it on 
the Pacific coast that has not a class in its 
Sunday-school fpr Chinamen. The certainty 
is, that more than 3,000 Chinese answer to the 
roll-call in evening mission-schools in San 
Francisco, and study successfully the English 
language. Over 3,000 attend Sabbath- 
school; 1,000, it is supposed, have accepted 
Christianity. It is certain, at least, that 
more than 400 have been baptized. We 
have 200 Chinese students in American col- 
leges and preparatory schools ; and some of 
them outrank our best boys.' " 

8UNDAT WOBK IN C0K0RB8S. 

We desire to enter an emphatic protest 
against the action of our national Congress 
in holding sessions in the forenoon and the 
evening of the last Sabbath. The excuse 
offered, that they were necessary, is nonsense. 
If our national legislators had conducted 
themselves during the earlier days of the 
session with more respect for themselves and 
more concern for the true welfare of the 
country, there would have been no apparent 
need even of Sabbath sessions, and at the 
most the need was apparent and not real. 
The protest and warning of the old man in 
the gallery of the House on Sabbath morning 
was of course unjustifiable from the point of 
view of good order, but from that of Christian 
principle, it is true that Congress had, as he 
said, '* forgotten God," and deserved to be re- 
minded of it It is time that Congressmen 
learned that official position does not justify 
them in violations of public decency. The 



question suggests itself as worth attention 
whether their Sabbath legislation has any 
l^;al value. As they constitute the highest 
law-making power in the land, it may have, 
but it ought not to have. — Boiton Congregation- 
aliit^ Much 5. 

TBlCPERAirCB BK70B1CATI0N. 

Chicago has a Citizens^ League which is 
doing admirable work, as its annual report, 
just issued, shows. It was ascertained that 
30,000 boys and girls-^auch a number seems 
almost past belief — were getting liquor at the 
saloons, and that between 12,000 and 15,000 
of these were Sabbath-school scholars ; 1,000 sa- 
loons were largely supported by their patronage. 
Juvenile arrests have been diminished by 
2,000, by the work of the society during the 
past year. There is need for such work every- 
where, and the people are learning more and 
more that the liquor traffic is thoroughly 
evil. 

ABCHIBPISCOPAL DEFALCATION. 

The immense debt of Archbishop Purcell, 
of Cincinnati (says the New York Times)f now 
reported to be over 4,000,000 dols., should 
be a matter of the gravest concern to the 
Roman Catholics, not only of that city and of 
Ohio, but of the whole Catholic world. So 
long as the thousands of poor people, mostly 
manual labourers, are unable to get back the 
money they have deposited with a prelate 
they believed to be infallible as the creed he 
represents, the Church must suffer not merely 
in the eyes of Protestants and Rationalists, 
but of its own members. The Roman Church 
has been the mother beggar of all time, and 
it has begged to little purpose if it cannot^ 
and will not, apply some of its superabundant 
alms to the early relief of one of its most 
prominent prelates in the Western World. 
Archbishop Purcell cannot, we presume, be 
charged with any greater sin than the sin of 
gross imprudence and financial ignorance ; 
but this is, under the circumstances, a griev- 
ous sin to bear, and should be atoned for, 
so far as may be, by the pecuniary generosity 
of the Church. The Catholics in the mass 
are so notoriously poor in this country that 
they can ill afford to meet the obligations 
recklessly incurred by the Archbishop, and 
the Church in its ecclesiastical capacity should 
relieve them from the necessity of any such 
attempt. It is said that the Catholic work- 
ing men and servant girls of Cincinnati have 
been putting their Uttle money into the 
custody of the Archbishop and Bishop Pur- 
cell for thirty years and more, with no more 
doubt of its absolute security than of the 
power of the confessor to forgive thek sins ; 
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and the discoveiy that he is as &llible as any 
man in the keeping of money has given them 
a shock that is positively stunning. This 
trusting of money by humble Catholics to 
their priests is asserted to be quite common 
throughout the country. If it be, the morti. 
fying failure at Cincinnati should prove the 
risk of the custom, and act as a warning 
against its continuance. 

CHOOSING A 1CINI8TSR*S WIFK. 

Dr. Prime, in the New York Observer^ 
taking his text from a rule adopted by the 
Old Catholics respecting the marriage of their 
priests, condemus the practice of criticising 
the choice of their wives by ministers. He 
writes : ** A great innovation is proposed, 
and the beginning of a new Reformation 
dawns on the world ! When the Pope set 
up to be infallible, a number of priests and 
people in Europe were unable to swallow the 
absurdity, and went off by themselves. They 
like to be called Old Catholics, because they 
hold to the faith as it was before the modem 
heresy broke out. They have gradually in- 
troduced changes into their church order, and 
in the direction of greater liberality and con- 
formity to the teaching of Holy Scripture. 
These reformers have made an onset upon 
this rule of clerical celibacy. They have 
had a synod in which the subject was dis- 
cussed long and learnedly, and so strong is 
prejudice, and so bound are they to the tradi- 
tion of their Church, it was with the greatest 
difficulty they could be brought to release 
themselves from the cruel yoke. And when 
at last it was carried that priests might marry, 
it was coupled with a strange provision, that 
we, enjoying the liberty of those whom 
Christ makes free, are not able easily to 
understand. They resolved in synod to per- 
mit priests to marry, but it was required that 
' the wife shall be acceptable to the congregar 
tion and to the bishop, and shall be approved 
by them.' . . . It is one of the peculiarities 
of our church life, especially in the ruial 
village or district^ that the young wife of the 
pastor is claimed a» a part of the church 
property, to be talked i^ut, criticised, in- 
structed, tat upon, disseoted, and puUed to 
pieces, at the sweet will of the congregation. 
When the pastor has brought to his people 
a wife whom God has endowed with gifts to 
be a wise and neefiil leader in the work of 
the church, it will be her joy to use her gifts, 
and to be much in the service Bui she may be 
better fitted for a ' keeper at home,' to make 
the house the abode of order and peace and 
health, and the solace, inspirer, and helpmeet 



for her husband. Thus she may be a greater 
blessing to the people than one who is 
always ' on the go.' Happy is that people 
whose pastor is blessed with a prudent wife, 
because he is blessed in her. But she is not 
the people's wife. She is not called by them. 
They were not allowed a voice in her selec- 
tion. But it is a grand mistake to suppose 
that ihe is not the very best wife a pastor can 
have who makes his house what it should be. 
Did you ever think of the worry, the weir 
and tear, of that minister who has to look 
after his house and parish too ; and of tiie 
peace and power of that preacher who can 
give himself wholly to the work of the min- 
istry, because his wife takes joyfully the burden 
of domestic life upon her tender hands 7 A 
lawyer, now worth a large property, lost hk 
wife a few days ago. Before she was buried 
I called, in sympathy with him, and he b^aa 
at once to tell me how he began hia pmetiee 
with no money and no friend but the poor 
girl who loved him, and had for thirty yean 
managed all his domestic affairs without his 
giving them a thought Business, wealth, 
friends, children, were added, and his wife 
had been the steward while he had attended 
to the work in the world. Far more tKim a 
lawyer does a pastor need a wife like that. I 
do not believe the congregation, nor a bishop, 
nor a town meeting, could pick out a wife fat 
anybody. And when we remember that the 
first and highest of all things to be thought 
of in the marriage relation is mutual affec- 
tion, and without it, religion, sense, and 
beauty are not enough, it is ridiculous to 
talk about the congregation having a voice in 
the choice of a wife for the pastor. It does 
not speak very well for the Old Catholics that 
they are spending their time in such matteia 
as this, when the weightier matters of the 
Gospel are at stake. But they are improving. 
It was something to agree to get married. 
Other improvements will follow. Borne waa 
not built in a day, and Rome will not be da- 
troyed in a day." 

DB. HOWARD CBOSBY 

is one of the hardest-working and most sue- 
cessful ministers in New York. Chancellor 
of the University of New York, pastor of a 
large Presbyterian church, an extensive and 
versatile writer, a reedy and aoeeptaUa 
speaker, he has now added to his labours by 
inaognrating a Society for the Soppteesion of 
yiod. This is what he claims that his society 
has done in one year:*— 

1. Shaping and sharpening public opinian* 
S. The vertebrating of officm and judges. 
3« The snubbing of the rum power. 
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4. The filmtting up of tbe lewd theatres. 

5. The closing of 1,739 grofEgeries, so that 
there are in New York City to-day 1,739 grog- 
geries less than there were twelve months ago. 

6. The laying bare of the source of the 
trouble ; the cause of difficulty in enforcing 
law, to wit : (a) Weakness of judges inflicting 
the least penalties ; and {h) wickedness of Ex- 



cise commisAionera licensing all the dens of 
infamy as '* hotels." 

7. The formation of a rallying centre for 
law and order. 

A great deal of woiic of a similar nature is 
being done, not in New York only, but in 
Boston, ClevelttDd, Chicago, and other large 
cities. — J^reemaiK 



SIAM. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 



The Rev. David McGllvary sends to the 
I^ew York Ohierver the following copy of a 
proclamation securing religious liberty to the 
Laos Christians, accompanied with the sub- 
joined remarks : " The complaint to the King 
through OUT [American] Consul was attended 
to with a dispatch unusual in Asiatic diplo- 
macy. The royal seal was sent to the King's 
representative in Chiengmai, to be affixed to 
a proclamation that would meet our wants 
and our approval. It could not have fallen 
into better hands than the King's representa- 
tive for making a strong one. He has proved 
a true friend and supporter of the mission, 
and in this he has gone beyond the original 
request or demand that we made of the local 
authorities. We did not contemplate going 
eo far as to include the &ee observance of the 
Sabbath ; nor did we apply for its privileges 
to be extended to the neighbouring depen- 
dencies of Lakaun and Lampoon. It is God's 
prerogative to make the wrath of man to 
praise Him. It is thus, too, that one point 
after another is gained in the great struggle 
for religious liberty. It is difficult to over- 
estimate the importance of this concession 
made to the mission cause among the Laos^ 
probably the most interesting branch of the 
Siamese famUy. It has been^ too, a blood- 
less victory, and may not inappropriately 
claim a place among the more important ones 
made during the past year in the great mis- 
sion, cause. We ask for the Laos and the 
Laos Mission the prayers of the whole Chris- 
tian Church.' 

VBOCLkJuavm or BSLreiooB tocbbatioh' 

VOB Tm BOBTH £4i08. 

ly l^hya Tape Phn Chnne, the royal re- 
presentative of his Majesty the Supreme 
King of Siam at Chiengmai, and also for 
the Laos states and cities of Lakaun and 
Lampoon, hereby make a proclamation to the 
princes and rulers and officers of various 
grades^ and the common people, in the states 
and dties named; That his Majesty the 
King of Siam wn graciously pleased to send 
me a royal letter with the royal seal, to the 



e£Pect that D. B. Sickel, Esq., the II.S. 
Consul, had communicated to his Excel- 
lency the Foreign Minister of Siam a conb- 
plaint, signed by the He v. D. McGilvary and 
Dr. M. A. Cheek, against certain parties for 
molesting the Christians and compelling them 
to observe their old religious customs. The 
Foreign Minister had laid the subject before 
his Majesty, who had most graciously listened 
to the said complaint, and had given the fol- 
lowing royal command in reference to the 
same. That religious and civil duties do not 
conflict, and that any religion that is seen to 
be true by any person, may be embraced 
without any restraint ; that the responsibility 
of a correct or a wrong choice rests on the in.- 
dividual making it ; that there is nothing in 
the Foreign Treaty nor in the laws and 
customs of Slam to throw any restriction on 
the religious worship of any. To be more 
specific, if any person or persons wish to em- 
brace the Christian religion, they are freely 
allowed to follow their own choice ; and this 
proclamation is designed from this time forth 
to remove any fear that may have existed to 
the contrary. It is moreover strictly enjoined 
on the princes and rulers and relatives and 
friends of those who may wish to embrace 
Christianity, that they throw no obstacle in 
the way, and that no creed be enforced on 
the Christians, nor work demanded of them^ 
which their religion forbids them to hold or 
to do : as the worship and feasting of demons 
or departed spirits, and working on the Sab* 
bath-day. Except in case of war or other 
unavoidable or important work (and not 
feigned to be such), they are to have the tee 
observance of the ^bbath. No obstacle is to 
be throvni in the way of American dtizena. 
employing any person needed for their service* 
The Treaty in this respect must be observed*. 
Whenever this proclamation is known hf 
the princes and rulers and offioers and people, 
they ave to beware that they violate no poBft- 
oept contained therein* 

JAKwlamatioa made on the 11th of the I2tb: 
waxing moon, year of the Tig^, and. 
1 1th year of his Majesty's reign. 
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THE CLSWXB BITUAL CASS. 

A written jadgment was delivered in the 
Qaeen's Bench Division of the High Court 
of Jostice, on the 8th nit., hj the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, for himself, Mr. 
Justice Manisty, and Mr. Justice Field, with 
regard to the recent application for a man- 
damns to the Bishop of Oxford. The Court, 
after having heard arguments on both sides, 
have come to the conclusion that the Church 
Discipline Act of forty years since was not su- 
perseded by the Public Worship Act passed 
live years ago. The two statutes are both 
valid. The earlier Act thus remaining in 
force, the most disputed point arises whether 
a bidiop is bound to take further proceedings 
against an accused clerk where, according to 
the words of the statute, it is declared that 
^it shall be lawful for him " to promote one 
or another of certain courses of action. The 
judges have held that this phrase implies, in 
the section where it is , used, a peremptory 
obligation. The bishop may have lus choice 
between two different modes of procedure, 
but he must take one of them. He has no 
discretion to lie idle. The point is investi- 
gated with great industry and equal acumen 
in the judgment of the Lord Chief Justice, 
and, despite the controversies that cluster 
around ecclesiastical cases, no one can doubt 
(says the leading journal, from which we 
take this summary of the proceedings and 
the judgment) that the conclusion of the 
Court was right. There remained, however, 
a third point to be settled. Although the 
Inshop has no discretion in the matter, the 
Queen's Bench always retains its discretion, 
and the judges had to inquire whether the 
case presented to them was of a character to 
necessitate the issue of a mandamuB, They 
have decided that it was; and the Bishop 
of Oxford is now under order of the High 
Court to take the proceedings from which he 
has hitherto held back. 

The special circumstances of the Clewer 
case might be paralleled in many parts of the 
kingdom. Mr. Carter, the Rector of Clewer, 
ii a well-known clergyman of the High 
Church, or something more than the High 
Church, school, now fax advanced in years, 
and respected, and even beloved, by the great 
majority of his parishioners. It is allied 
that this venerable divine uses practices in 
the celebration of the Holy Communion 
which have been pronounced illegal by the 



highest Court. A parishioner of Clewer, a 
Dr. Julius, made a formal complaint of them, 
under the Church Discipline Act, to the 
Bishop of Oxford, in whose diocese Clewer 
lies ; but the Bishop steadily declined to 
take any action on this complaint After a 
protracted correspondence, the application 
was made to the Queen's Bench Division for 
a mandamus to compel him to take the 
course indicated in the statute, and the 
Bishop himself appeared in the court to 
argue that the Act left it to his discretion 
whether he should or should not promote 
the further prosecution of the matter. The 
Bishop argued his case with considerable 
skill; and after he had finished, counsel were 
admitted to aigue it for Mr. Carter also. 
As we have said, the united efforts of the 
Bishop and the counsel have £ailed. The 
mandamus has been made absolute. Both 
the Church Discipline Act of 1840 and the 
Public Worship Act of 1874 are directed 
to the same end, but the machinery of the 
latter is more simple and expeditious. It 
might be concluded that the second Act had 
repealed the first ; but there are two sections 
in it, one of which saves all pre-existing 
statutes, except so far as they are expressly 
repealed; and the other declares that the 
processes of the Public Worship Act shall 
not be used cumulatively upon those of the 
Church Discipline Act The earUer Act 
evidently .survives, and Dr. Julius is at 
liberty to invoke its machinery. Was the 
Bishop bound to take up his complaint and 
follow it out ? The operative clause of the 
Act says that upon complaint made *' it shall 
be lawful for the bishop ... to issue a 
commission " of inquiiy, and the contention 
of the Bishop of Oxford was that these 
words committed further proceedings to his 
discretion. It must be allowed that the 
words are ambiguous, if they do not afford 
some warrant for the Bishop's contentioD. 
It was laid down, now many years since, 
that the words '^it shall be lawful " |inmd 
foicie import a discretion, and must be con- 
strued as discretionary, unless the subject- 
matter or the context showed that they are 
meant to be imperative. More than this, 
the Bishop was able to refer to a ease in 
which the clause in question had come under 
the consideration of the Queen's Bench. It 
was an application for a mandamus against 
the Bishop of Chichester, and the mandamtu 
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was refused. The judgment was delivered 
by Mr. Justice Hill and Mr. Justice Wigbt- 
man. The former based the rejection of the 
application on the ground that the case did 
not demand the intervention of the Court ; 
but Mr. Justice Wightman refused it because 
the Bishop had a discretion given him which 
the Court could not control, and at the close 
of his judgment he added that Lord 
Campbell and Mr. Justice Erie, who had 
beard the case, concurred in thinking that 
the mandamuB should not issue. It might 
be inferred that these eminent judges con- 
curred in Mr. Justice Wightman's reason ; 
but Sir William Erie has since disclaimed 
this inference, and it cannot, therefore, be 
assumed to be true in respect of Lord Camp- 
bell. It must, however, be added that Mr. 
Justice Crompton, in a nearly contem- 
poraneous case, expressed his concurrence 
with Mr. Justice Wightman ; and Mr. 
Justice Lush subsequently used expressions 
implying agreement. In this state of un- 
certainty the Queen's Bench felt themselves 
at liberty to treat the construction of the 
particular section of the Church Discipline 
Act as if it had arisen for the first time ; 
and they proceeded to investigate its mean- 
ing de novo. An examination of the Act 
shows that "it shall be lawful'' occurs 
■everal times in it ; but in three cases of 
these the phrase is qualified by the addition 
of such words as ''if he shall think fit," 
which raises a presumption that where these 
or similar words are absent the phrase 
implies a peremptory obligation. There is 
no doubt that the phrase has often been 
construed in this imperative sense, and the 
tme canon of construction seems to have 
been well laid down in a judgment of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 
That says that ''where power is given 
to public officers— whenever the public 
interest or individual right calls for its 
exercise — ^the language used, though per- 
missive in form, is in fact peremptory." In 
the present case the power is given to the 
bishop for public purposes, and as a remedy 
for evils to be invoked by those who would 
otherwise be subject to them without a 
remedy. The subject-matter of the power 
compels the conclusion that the bishop must 
use it. An elaborate examination of the 
law of 'procedure in respect of ecclesiastical 
offences as it existed before tbe Church 
Discipline Act, proves that the bishop had 
then no option to withhold his sanction for 
the prosecution of proceedings which might 
be instituted by a complainant, and to 



construe the Act as giving him a diseretion 
would be to introduce a departure from 
earlier practice. The least satisfactory part 
of the judgment is perhaps to be found in 
the fact that the discretion refused to the 
Bishop is claimed for the judges of the 
Queen's Bench Division. It is said that the 
Bishop has no choice but to proceed ; but the 
meaning of this is that if he holds back, an 
application may be made to the Queen's 
Bench to compel him to go forwards. The 
judges of the Queen's Bench may, however, 
themselves decline to interfere ; and if thia 
happened, the Bishop would be left master of 
the situation. It may be presumed that the 
Queen's Bench would not refuse a mandamus 
unless it appeared, as in tbe Bishop of 
Chichester's case, that the application was 
made by a non-]iariBhioner, having no- 
interest in the matter, or that for some 
other cause it was frivolous and vexatious. 

The Clewer judgment really turns upon - 
the question whether uniformity of ritual is ^;>^ 
a matter of public interest which the law •pt\ 
will aid in enforcing, or whether it may be ' '• 
left to be maintained by the firmness and ^ 
discretion of the bishops. The judges hold 
that, by the nature of the case, discretion is^ 
here out of place ; and it seems evident that, 
if the rights claimed for himself by the 
Bishop of Oxford were allowed, we should 
be exposed to the possibility of a revival of 
divers "uses" in divers dioceses of the 
kingdom. It is not easy to see how a great 
public institution could be governed by such 
lax methods — if, indeed, it could be said, in 
such a case, to be governed at all. 

THE ST. ALBAN'b BTTUALIST CASE. 

The case of Martin v. Mackonochie was last 
month before Her Majesty's Court of Appeal, 
Westminster, for over a week. The Solicitor- 
General occupied four days with his argument 
in support of the decision of Lord Penzance. 
To him succeeded Dr. Stephens, the counsel 
for the prosecutor, who was followed by Mr. 
Charles, q.c, who appeared for Mr. Mack* 
onochie, in support of the Queen's Bench 
judgment, setting aside that given by Lord 
Penzance. Dr. Phillimore followed. Counsel 
concluded their arguments on the eighth day 
of the hearing of the cause. The Court re- 
served judgment One of the judges of 
Appeal was Lord Justice James. The con- 
sequence of his leaving Lincoln's Inn was 
that the Master of the Rolls had to take his 
place there ; the result of which was that the 
Rolls Court was shut up for an entire weclc 
and upwards. 
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THE PaOPAOA.TION BOCIETT AND THB 
RirnALISTB. 

Tbe Aiehbiflhop of Canterbury presided at 
the annual membera^ meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Qospel, held lately 
at the Weetminater Palace Hotel. The 
principal business was a discussion of the 
motion to rescind the bye-law passed in 
November last at the instigation, as was 
believed, of Ritualists, exempting candidates, 
approved by colonial or missionary bishops 
or their commissaries, from passing the Board 
of Examiners, appointed by the Archbishops 
and the Bishop of London. On the motion 
of Canon Gregory, the bye-law was rescinded, 
and a committee appointed to consider Bye- 
laws 19 and 20. 

THB CHUBCH ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the Church Associa- 
tion was held recently at St James's Hall ; 
Mr. T. R. Andrews in the chair. It appeared 
from the report that during the past year 
thirty*three new branches had been formed, 
making in all 368. The Council observed: 
'' Of the past it is sufficient to say that the 
work of the Aasociation has had the effect of 
stamping the sacerdotalists with the unmis- 
takable character of law-breakers and traitors 
to the Church whose vows they have accepted 
and violated ; for the future the efforts of the 
Association will be directed to measures for 
enforcing obedience to the law. The Coancil 
are determined, with the help of God, to 
continue to maintain as heretofore the doc- 
trines of our National Church in their scrip- 
tural purity and unsullied integrity." Mr. 
T. R. Andrews, referring to the Clewer case 
(not then concluded), said that at present 
it was difficult to obtain the consent of three 
parishioners ; but when they got the dedsion, 
they expected to be able to proceed on the 
complaint of one parishioner, who, the bishop 
having no discretion, will be able to bring the 
offender before the law. Some two years ago 
there was a great ciy that if they asked the 
bishops to exerdse their moral influence and 
parliamentary power, they would be success- 
ful; that it was better to trust to moral 
suasion than to legal compulsion. ** We 
acted," said the Chairman, *< on the plan, and 
advised our friends to make presentments. 
Several experiments were made, but we have 
not met with that response which we ex- 
pected, and the moral influenxse has not gone 
80 far as it ought to have gone. In fact, in 
two notorious instances, those of the Bishop 
of Oxford and the newly-made Bishop of Lich- 
field, we have not only an indisposition to 
exercise moral influence and fatherly counsel. 



but we have reason to think that the private 
sympathies of these bishops lead them to 
shield the offender." The adoption of the 
report was moved by Mr. J. D. Allcroft, ilf. 
The other speakers were the Rev. T. H. Gill, 
Rector of Whalley Range; the Rev. Pre- 
bendary Anderson, of Bath; and the Rev. 
Canon Ryle. 

SBCOND ADVENT CONFERENCE. 

A conference on the Second Advent and 
millennial reign of Christ, extending over 
three days, was held last month, in the Con- 
ference Hall, Mild may Park. The morning 
and evening meetings were under the presi- 
dency of Mr. Stevenson A. Blackwood, the 
afternoon chairman being the Rev. D. B. 
Hankin, Vicar of St Jude's, Mildmay Park. 
The opening meeting was attended by fully 
2,000 people, many of whom had travelled 
long distances in order to be present. Among 
the speakers were the Rev. Dr. Horatius 
Bonar, who gave an address on Christie own 
testimony with r^ard to His second coming.; 
Rev. Andrew Fausett, Rev. D. B. Hankin, 
Rev. Dr Adolph Saphir, Rev. Canon Hoare, 
Rev. Br. Mackay, and Rev. Gordon Calthrop. 

CHRISTIAN CHARITY AT THB ORAVB. 

In Striking contrast to the facts elicited in 
a recent action for libel (Drury v, Wilson) 
are some which meet us elsewhere. Here is 
one case of the kind to which we refer. The 
funeral of a worthy Methodist was lately con- 
ducted by tbe Rev. J. Cater, then Curate of 
St. Mark's, Worsley, near Manchester. Mr. 
Cater touched the hearts of the friends of 
the deceased by referring to him, in a eliort 
address in the church, as ''a brother in 
Christ," and then, at the graveside, allowed 
opportunity for the mourners, in aooord- 
ance with their wish, to sing a hymn. 
The important living of St Luke's, Man- 
chester, was vacant at the time, and while 
Sir Thomas Ba;eley, K.P., in whose gift it 
was, was considering the claims and fitnesa of 
a number of candidates for the post, his 
attention was caught by a newspaper para- 
graph referring to Mr. Oeiter's conduct on the 
occasion of the funeral referred to. The in- 
cident determined the baronet's choice of an 
incumbent, and the Curate was presented to 
the living. Still more recently, the remains 
of an aged lady, for seventy years a member 
of the Wesleyan body, was interred in the 
parish churchyard of Witney. About 100 
persons followed her to the grave. The Rev. 
H. N. Cunningham, son of the Rector, and 
one of the curates of the parish, officiated^ 
and, by the Rector's express sanction, the 
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mounters sang one of their own hymns at the 
close of the service. 

THB PAPAL JUBILEE. 

On the 9th ult, in all the churches of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Westminster, a 
formal proclamation of the *' Universal 
Jabilee," enjoined by Pope Leo xm. in cele- 
bration of the first anniversary of his accession 
to the Papal chair, was made by the reading 
of an authorized translation of the Pope's 
" Letters Apostolic/' etc, on the subject. 
The document is prefaced by a " Note," 
which gives the following details of the 
origin and character of jubilees in the Roman 
Catholic Church : ^ A jubilee is a solemn 
plenary indulgence given by the Sovereign 
Pontiff to the faithful on condition of their 
performing certain works of piety, with 
special power to confessors to absolve from 
reserved sins and censures, and to commute 
certain vows for other good works. It differs 
from an ordinary plenary indulgence by its 
solemnity and the privileges attached to it, 
and also by reason of the abundant and extra- 
ordinary graces which Qod bestows. The 
first jubilee was celebrated in the year 1300, 
in the pontificate of Pope Boniface VUL, who 
fixed every hundredth year for its recurrence. 
The next was celebrated in 1360, under 
Clement vl, who appointed for its recurrence 
every fiftieth year ; in 1389 Urban vi. re- 
duced the period to thirty-three years, and iu 
1470 it was reduced by Paul ii. to twenty- 
five. Jubilees are of several kinds : 1. The 
greater or great jubilee, occurring regularly 
every twenty- fifth year, and lasting a year, 
which year is called the holy year ; and this 
jubilee, by reason of its recurrence at fixed 
periods, is also called the ordinary jubilee. 
2. The lesser jubilee, usually granted by 
each Pope on his elevation to the sovertdgn 
pontificate, and granted also on other special 
occasions ; and this is called an extraordinary 
jubilee. 3. A general, or universal jubilee, 
which is granted to the whole world, as is 
always the great jubilee, and sometimes also 
the lesser jubilee. 4. A particular, or partial 
jubilee, which is granted to a particular 
country, city, or place. The time for gaining 
the indulgence of the jubUee, proclaimed by 
the Letters Apostolic, is from the first Sunday 
of Lent, March 2nd, till Whit-Sunday, June 
let, inclusive." 

OBITUART. 

Among recent deaths, the following claim 
some brief mention in these pages. The 
Rev. W. H. Bullock, the Secretary of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Qospel, died 



lately at Mentone. He was the successor 
of the Rev. Ernest Hawkins, under whom he 
worked for many years as assifttant secretary, 
during the time so many of the colonial 
bishoprics were founded. Mr. Bullock was 
one of Her Majesty's Chaplains, and Preben- 
dary of St Paul's. The Bishop of Toronto, 
the Rev. Dr. Alexander Keill Bethune, re- 
cently expired at his episcopal residence at 
Toronto, Canada, in his seventy-ninth year. 
He was appointed in 1867, under the title of 
Bishop of Niagara, Coadjutor-Bishop to the 
late Bishop Strachan, of Toronto, to whose 
see he succeeded in the following year. The 
Diocese of Toronto includes the whole of 
Canada West The Rev. Frederick Qeorge 
Blomfield, m.a.. Prebendary of St. PauUs, 
and Rector of St. Andrew Underahaft, died on 
the last day of February at Ilfracombe, aged 
fifty-five. He was a son of the late Dr. 
Blomfield, Bishop of London, and was 
Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Rural Dean. The Rev. James Haldane 
Stewart, Rector of Brightwell, Berks, died 
at Paris, on his way to Alt^iers. His age 
was fifty-eight The Rev. Sir John Molyneux, 
Bart., Rector of St Gregory and St. Peter, 
Sudbuiy, Suffolk, and Hon. Canon of Ely, died 
at Sudbury, on the 6th idt; The deceased 
gentleman only succeeded to the title a few 
weeks before his death, and was never cog- 
nizant of the event His elder brother was 
the celebrated Evangelical preacher, the 
Rev. Capel Molyneux, who died last year. 
There died on the 3rd ult., at Uns^ in 
Shetland, the Rev. Dr. Ingram, Free Church 
minister. He was in the 103rd year of his 
age. Four generations of the Ingrams live 
in one house in Shetland, the deceased cen- 
tenarian's eldest eon, himself an old man, 
being also a Free Church minister. Up till 
a short time ago Dr. Ingram was well, and 
able to moye about, but deaf. Travellers 
came long distances to see the old man, and 
occasionally a stranger would go up to a hale 
old gentleman on the road and int^uire where 
Dr. Ingram was to be seen. '* I am Dr. In- 
gram," was the prompt reply, to the astonish- 
ment of the inquirer. He was ordained in 
1803, continued to preach up to his ninety- 
seventh year, and afterwards preached occa- 
sionally. When he settled in Unst, the 
Shetland Isles were noted for drunkenness 
and a low state of morality. He at once 
became a teetotaler, never tasted strong drink, 
and by the power of his example and in- 
fluence be undoubtedly brought about a great 
improvement among the people. 
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PERSIA. 

The Rev. J. H. Shedd, Presbyterian missionary, has returned to miMlonary work in 
Oroomiaby in Persia, after an absence of eight years. He writes : '' In these jemn t^ 
Lord's work has not stood still. In the matter of civilization onr native Christiana are ob 
the march. Many of their homes show that the Gospel to them is that godlineu whi^ 
' is profitable to all things having the promise of the life which now is and of that which 
is to come.' The oppressions of the corrupt feudalism under which they live have Httle 
changed, but very many of the Christian subjects are very different men from the ChristiaBi 
thirty years ago. Our intelligent native Christians have a position and a self-respect aad 
confidence utterly impossible a few years ago. They have grown, and especiallj oar 
preachers have grown, in manliness and strength of character. We have now a body of 
about twenty pastors and as many preaching deacons, who are most of them in their ripe 
manhood. Some of them are men of real learning, joined to ardent piety, and are competent 
to bear responsibilities. There has been also a very considerable growth in the strength and 
numbers of several of the native churches. They have a firm rooting in the soil, condod 
their own business, pay their own expenses, and are, in fact, no longer mission charcbea 
Their church life, forms of worship, discipline, and preaching one can see crystallixed in 
accordance with the genius and tastes of the people, and not from any pressure of the 
mission. There is also a far greater opportunity to labour than there was eight or ten 
years ago. The Nestorians of this region may be said to be Protestantized. The dead 
forms and ceremonies in seme villages have nearly disappeared, and the opposition to the 
truth is gone. With this decay of the lifeless form^, it is not so pleasant to know that in a 
few cases the Homan Catholics have been building on the ruins. They offer a standing 
invitation to all Mho can be influenced by motives of money or political protection and 
intrigue. The Christian population of plain and mountain, of Nestorian and Armenian 
name, is entirely open to Christian influence.'' 

BURlfAn. 

The Karens arc a remarkable example of a missionary people bearing lai^y the ex- 
pense of supporting their own pastors. In some localities, as in Bossein, they have now 
for twenty-five years not only done this, but sustained their own schools, and also given 
generously to support missionaries among the surrounding heathen. And the aooount 
before us [Boston Cdngregationali8t\ adds that there have been no fairs, grab-bags, or other 
ingenious devices for raising money without feeling it. In fact, this work among the 
Karens of Bumiah is the gem of Baptist missions. The mission was begun just half a 
century ago, and now there are 394 churches, nine-tenths of them self-supporting, and 
19,915 living members. 

TURKEY. 

The American missionaries in Turkey performed many good offices during the late wir 
for Christian and Moslem alike, and were very useful in saving life and property. Acooid- 
ing to a letter from the Rev. T. D. Christie, of the Central Turkey Mission of the American 
Board, he and another missionary of the Board, the Rev. H. Marden, have saved from de- 
struction an Armenian town of 1 5,000 inhabitants — Zeitoon,in Asia Minor. There were seriom 
disturbances at Zeitoon last year, caused by the robbers of the mountains, who retired when a 
large force of soldiers was sent to punish the rioters, and left innocent people exposed to 
aw-ault by infuriated soldiers. After the troops left last autumn, the robbers returned to 
the town, and released the prisoners. Then 115 Circassians were sent against them. The 
robbers met and routed tliem. Then there was a cry for vengeance, and the governor of 
the province ordered 1,000 soldiers to the scene of disturbance, being determined to inflict 
summary punishment on Zeitoon. The British Consul at Aleppo, Mr. Henderson, inuuedi- 
ately telegraphed to Mr. Marden, at Marash : ** The Yali has a thousand men under marching 
orders for Zeitoon. I have prevailed on him to hold them back until you can go to 
Zeitoon and try to effect a peaceable arrangement, and make your report to ns. I beg of 
you to go, and thu» save much bloodf«hed.'' Mr. Marden went at once ; spent a week 
in Zeitoon ; met all the principal men of the three millets (local communities), Armenian, 
Cktbolic, Mad Protectant ; met the lobbexe, taikevi V\\.Yl «^\) V\i^ ^<:^^«tT^T vDAbidad ; got 
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satisfactory aBsnrances in writing from all the people ; received forty stands of arms 
and many swords from the robbers, which they had taken from the Circassians ; brought 
these arms to Marash, and tamed them over to the authorities ; and brought down also con- 
clnsiye evidence that the Zeitoon people needed nothing so much as a good governor. When 
Le arrived at Marash, he found there 800 troops ready to proceed on Zeitoon. His task 
then was to get his report telegraphed to Aleppo, which he failed to do', after trying hard all 
^ay Sunday, with Mr. Christie's assistance, to accomplish, the officiab and the operator 
putting every obstacle in the way. Ou Sunday night Mr. Christie started for Aleppo, and 
riding over Uie worst road he ever saw, night and day, he arrived in Aleppo at Wednesday 
noon, having travelled 126 miles. Accompanied by Mr. Henderson, he called on the 
governor of the province, who countermanded the order to the troops, and gave hearty 
thanks to the missionaries for their labour of love in preventing bloodshed. Several officials 
^rere summarily dismissed. 

GHIHA. 

We have a British and there is an American Tract Society, and to these is now added 
the Chinese. It was formed in Shanghai, China, Nov. 29, 1878, when Christians of four 
denominations, native and foreign, met for the purpose. The Right Rev. Bishop Russell 
offered prayer. The Provisional Committee submittal a Constitution, which was discussed, 
amended, and adopted as the Constitution of the Chinese Tract Society. Bishop Russell was 
elected President It was resolved that the Publishiog Committee shall consist of four 
foreigners and four natives, representing the following constituencies : (1) Presbyterians and 
Oongregationalists, (2) English Episcopalians and American Episcopalians, (3) Baptists, 
and (4) Methodists. The following were elected : The Rev. J. Edkins, d.d. ; the Right Rev. 
Bishop Schereschwsky, d.d. ; Rev. E. C. Lord, d.d. ; and Rev. S. L. Baldwin, d.d. An 
Examiniog Committee was elected, as follows : The Revs. Paen Sing, Ze, b.a. ; Yen Yung 
Kiwng, B.j^. ; Eow Jin Ewei, and Dzao Tsi Zeh. 

At a recent meeting of the Board of the National Bible Society of Scotland, letters 
were reported from four agents employed in China. Doe of these has for some years resided in 
Pekin ; two others had in December arrived in Chung-King, the prefectorial capital of the great 
western province of Sz-cbuen ; while the fourth, Mr. John Archibald, submitted a graphic 
account of his adventures in pushing the sale of the Scriptures in Hunan, the most anti- 
foreign province in China, and in which he has been the pioneer missionary. Mr. Archibald 
had visited the three great rivers of Hunan, pushed his way 160 miles up the Siang, called 
at the capita], and some of the chief cities, and, amid insults, threats, imprecations^ and 
annoyances of every description, had put into circulation 2,500 gospels and 6,300 other 
books and tracts. 

The Rev. John L. Kevins writes from Chefoo, confirming accounts previously received 
to the effect that the moral effect on the Chinese of the practical exhibition of human 
'brotherhood, in sending relief to the sufferers by famine, had become so apparent that the 
missionaries are treated, both by the people and their officers, with a respect and confidence 
almost unknown before. He goes on to say : *' This confidence and respect is not only 
extended to them as individuals, but also to the religion which they represent, and of which 
these acts of disinterested benevolence are regarded as the fruits. In some districts whole 
villages and communities are ready to profess themselves Christians ; hundreds have been 
baptized, and thousands are on the roll of applicants for baptism. When the immediate 
effects of the famine are still felt, and relief expected, it is too soon to judge of the per- 
manent effect of this movement In this province (Shantung), however, in what was the 
famine region two years ago, plenty and prosperity have returned again. No help is needed or 
anticipated. Here the effect of the famine is apparent in its having given the missionaries a 
favourable introduction, and emboldened those who have religious proclivities to open com- 
munication with them. In this region a class of earnest men and women, a considerable 
portion of them in comfortable or independent circumstances, are seeking admission into the 
Christian Church. In connection with the English Baptist and American Presbyterian 
Churches, little companies composed of Christians and inquirers assemble every Sunday for 
Christian worship in more than twenty villages. They provide and fit up their own house 
of worship, and are making earnest efforts to advance in Christian knowledge. More than a 
hundred have been baptized in this one section during the present year. Another fact of much 
interest is the existence of certain secret religious sects, which have, to a considerable degree, 
prepared the way for Christianity. These sects evidence a real religious tendency in the 
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race, and a longing and striving for happiness in the future state. During a recent tour in 
the interior it was my privilege to baptize twenty-nine adults, a large proportion of them 
being adherents of one or the other of these well-known religions. There is reason to hope 
that the work thus in Gbd's good providence begun will, with His blessing, and in answer 
to the prayers of His people, increase and extend. The secret sects above referred to are 
regarded with great jealousy and apprehension by the Government, which discoarages any 
departure from Confucian orthodoxy, and regards them as inimical to the State, and tending 
to sedition and conspiracy. The prevalence of these societies, of which there is a great 
number, shows a general dissatisfaction wit.h the recognized religions of China, and a desize 
for something better, which desire the fear of persecution and banishment cannot wkoUy 
repress. " 

JAPAN. 

After long delay on the part of the Government, the application of Dr. €k>rdon, of the 
American Board, for permission to reside at Kioto has been refused. This refusal was quite 
xmexpected, and it is not yet clear whether it was caused by the opposition of the proyinciil 
officials, or by a change of policy on the part of the central Government. Another fact of a 
good deal of interest (which, like the above, we take from the Boston CongregcUion€Ut$i) also 
comes from Japan, to the effect that Professor Morse, formerly of the Essex Institnte, and 
Professor Fenelosa, in their lectures in the Imperial College, seem to take delight in assault- 
ing Christianity, declaring to their audiences that " no intelligent man who knows the 
facts believes in the special creation of man and the world." The Buddhists there appreciate 
these thrusts, and are glad to co-operate with all attempts to thwart Cliristianity. As a 
single drop of poison easily permeates a whole cup, so the teachings of these men seem now 
likely to prove a dangerous foe to the work of the missionaries, which thus far has been so 
blessed in this rising empire. 

CENTRAL AFRICA. 

There was a considerable revival of the slave-trade during the last three months of 
1878, and during the quarter more than fifty released slaves were received by the mission 
under the care of Bishop Steere. About forty adults were baptized, during the quarter, at 
Mbweni. 

We mentioned, last month (p. 86), the death of Mr. Penrose, of the Nyanza mission. 
Ho was engaged (says the Church Missionari/ Intelligencer) as an engine-fitter and worker in 
iron, and went out to the East Coast a year ago, with Mr. Stokes. Mr. Penrose had gone 
forward from Mpwapwa towards Lake Victoria after Messrs. Stokes and Coplestone, and 
with a separate caravan. After passing through Ugogo, he took the westward route towards 
Unyanyembe, in order to reach Uyui, the present residence of Said-bin-Salim, the ex- 
Governor of the district The pori, or uninhabited country called Mgunda Mkhali, is in- 
fested with robbers, like the similar tract of country on the other side of Ugogo, where Mr. 
Mack ay was robbed some time back ; and through this region Mr. Penrose was travelling in 
company with several Arab caravans. It seems that they had all encamped near a small 
lake called Chaya, and that Mr. Penrose, being anxious to get on, started to resume his 
journey a little before the others, when he was attacked and murdered, with his porters from 
the coast. From another source we learn that it is believed at Zanzihar that the marauders 
who attacked Mr. Penrose^s party did so to avenge a defeat which they had previoualy 
suffered at the hands of the Abbu Debaize, the leader of the French Scientific Expedition. 

At a special meeting of the committee of the Church Missionary Society, reference was 
made to the death, at Ujiji, of the Rev. J. B. Thomson (Evan. Cliris.j 1879, p. 52), acd the 
secretaries were directed to convey to the directors of the London Missionary Society the ex- 
pression of the sympathy of the Church Missionary committee in the loss sustained by their 
infant mission at Lake Tanganyika. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Mission work in Zululand is, of course, while the present war is being waged, at a 
standstill; and the missionaries have been obliged to seek shelter on British territory, with 
most of their converts. The Rev. Otto Witt arrived in London, during the past month, 
from the scene of contlict at Rorke's Drift, where his station was situate, and where he 
witnessed the fighting, and whence he had to fly for his life. He naturally seeks compensa- 
tion for the wreck of the mission property caused by the war, the mission premises having 
been fiirst occupied by the British and afterwards by the Zulus. Mr. Witt had an interview 
wjtL the Secretary for the Colonies, and also addressed m^^tsX y°^^^ toxftXaa!^ ^^ \3ba tnb- 
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ject of the war. He was aeconipanied by Umkwelantaba, a lad of about fifteen, cousin to 
King Cetewayo. Mr. Witt stated that he had been in Africa about three years, and after 
residing at his station for six weeks was able to preach his first sermon; at times finding it so 
difficult to obtain food, that he and his wife had at some periods be^n nearly starred. The 
Zulus had scarcely any idea of religion, and were under the impression Ookooloomkoolu 
made man, who it was originally intended was to live for ever. A lizard was sent to tell 
man that he was to live for ever, but the reptile went along very slowly, and Ookoo- 
loomkoolu, changing his mind, decided that man should die. Another animal was 
accordingly sent as a messenger, which overtook the lizard, and so they were doomed to die. 
It was a very difficult matter to carry on successfully missionary work in Africa, Cetewayo 
not wishing his people to become Christians. 

At one of these meetings, the Rev. Dr. Moffat, m'ho has spent nearly half a century in 
the interior of Africa, and twelve months in Zululand, raid he knew the Zulus well. Their 
government was tyrannical and merciless, and every one acquainted with its character must 
wish it annihilated. In his opinion the present war was inevitable. 

Mr. Witt left England on the 14th ult, for Sweden, accompanied by the Zulu youth, 
having nothing but grateful recollections of his treatment while in London. He and his 
wife and family arrived in England in absolute deprivation ; they left it substantially 
comforted. 




iscellaneous. 



FIRM GROUND FOR FELLOWSHIP. 



In the last twenty years there has been a 
grand advance all along the lines of the army 
towards Evangelical Christian union for re- 
ligious work. With increased intellectual 
apprehension of the truth of their respective 
systems. Christian leaders and teachers have 
also been absorbed by the idea that the 
unity of the Church is not intellectual, but 
spiritual ; the heart, not the head, is the 
seat of the affections ; and if one be of Paul 
and another of Apollos, yet in Christ all are 
one — one in Him, and so members one of 
another. 

Dr. Tiffany is as decidedly, intelligently, 
and cordially an Arminian as ever he was, 
and Dr. Crosby is no less a Calvinist now 
than he was twenty years ago ; and the 
churches of these two pastors are on opposite 
sides of the street, and resound with the 
Gospel preached from the different stand- 
points of the Presbyterian and the Metho- 
dist ; but in all associations for the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of God on earth they 
work willingly and lovingly side by side. 
Not because they have changed their theo- 
logical opinions in the least, but they have 
learned, and this is the age and its spirit, 
that things non-essential must not prevent 
union of heart and work for Christ's sake. 

John Wesley was Arminian, George 
Whitetield was a Calvinist. They were 
separated by this honest difference of 
opinion. Yet who will say that one loved 
Christ less than the other, or that Christ 



loved either of them most ? Augustus 
Toplady wrote '* Rock of Ages " as an anti- 
Wesley hymn, and the Wesleyans caught it 
up and sang it with an appreciating fervour 
that the Toplady Calvinists never knew. 

Do these facts prove that one system is just 
as good as the other ? No. Or just as use- 
ful ? No. Or just as scriptural ? No. Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. But with the growth of intelligence, 
love, and enlightened zeal for Christ, comes 
a conviction, illustrated by these facts, that 
private judgment will lead human minds to 
diverse results in the study of truth ; so that 
wise and good men will think differently as 
to the interpretation of the Word, while all 
have the spirit, and by it are led, and they 
lead others, to the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world. To the cross of 
Christ Wesley led his mourning souIp. 
There Whitefield lay with uncounted con- 
verts. To them Christ was the objective 
point, and they were not diverted from Him 
by their loyalty to theological leaders, how- 
ever learned in the schools or illustrious in 
the Church. 

And this has now become so thoroughly 
the mind of the Christian world, that a few 
blind men, and some who have lost their 
own faith, cry out that everybody has ceased 
to believe ; that Calvinists have come down 
from their wall, and Arminians from theirs, 
and it is of no importance now-a-days what a 
man thinks, if he only works and loves ! 
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3at it ift not to. It is aa true now as of old, 
^* He that doabteth is danmed "—condemned. 
The man on the wall is safe, on eitber wall ; 
but the unstable man, like an egg on the ses, 
i. Umei .boat by eVery wind of doctrine! 
and quite likely to be lost while he in toswd. 



We have reached firm groimd. Unity, 
liberty, and charity make the trinity of 
scriptural fellowship, and am all eompie* 
bended in the Protestant ETangelical idea 
of the Church of Christ. — Dr. L PrimB. 



Tmi CONVKBSIOK OF THE COONT DB 

Oabpabtw. — ^An article bearing this beading 
appeared in our number for October last 
{p. 316), on the authority there given of 
our transatlantic contemporary, the Ckrigtian 
IfUelligeneer, We take the earliest oppor- 
tunity since the receipt of the letter, which 
we insert below, to express our regret that 
the statements referred to were transferred to 
our pages. — [Translation :] " Mr. Editor : 
The anecdote entitled 'The Conversion of 
Count de Gasparin,' to which you have given 
insertion in your journal, Ib, from beginning 
to end, entirely erroneous. My father-in- 
law, Count Adrian de Gasparin, Prefect of 
Lyons, Minister of the Interior, Peer of 
France, Member of the Academy of Sciences, 
etc., etc, wu never a Catholic. The sermons 
of the excellent M. Adolphe Monod had no 
influence whatever upon hie spiritual condition. 
Lastly, it was not a sermon of M. A. Monod 
which involved the latter in certain ecclesias- 
tical difficulties, but his refusal to administer 
the Lord's Supper one Sunday, when some 
notoriously evil livers had resolved to pre- 
sent themselves at the communion table. 
As it is the duty of every Christian joanial 
to respect the truth, and to rectify any de- 
viation from it in its columns, I beg that you 
will insert this letter in your next number, 
being perfectly assured of your readiness to 
correct the mistake, to which, unintentionally 
I doubt not, you have given the sanction of 
your name before the public — Believo me, 
Mr. Editor, with distinguished consideration, 
the Countess Agbvor de Oasparin. — Le 
Bivage, near Geneva, Feb. 24, 1879." 

Father Htaointhe akd Frbnch Pro- 
testantism. — ^At the recent annual meeting 
of the Glasgow Continental Society, Mr. John 
Bums, of Castle Wemyss, presided, and in the 
course of his opening remarks said that he 
had seen Mr. McAU's work in Paris during 
the last autumn, and he could speak of the 
real good that was being done there. As 
Paris was to France, so was France to the rest 
of Europe. It was the cradle from which 
everything both good and bad emanated 
throughout Europe, and therefore he was 
glad to see that the society was making one 
of its greatest efforts in th^ dissemination of 
Protestant truth in the gil^t eouatry of 



France. In his belief, France was at the 
present moment the most prosperous country 
on the face of the earth. We had great dis- 
tress in this country, in America there was 
also great distress, and in some Continental 
countries ; but in France, owing to the fru- 
gality of the people and other causes, they 
were enjoying considerable prosperi^ in the 
midst of general depressioi) ; and it should be 
their desire to do all they could to spread 
Protestant truth in that great country. He 
should like to take the opportunity of saying 
that there was a strong leaning in certain 
quarters — ^in the Church to which he belonged, 
for instance (the Church of England) — ^to as- 
sist P^re Hyacinthe in the work he was doin^ 
He thought they should go in rather for 
downright Protestantism than for any such 
weak-kneed Protestantism as that with which 
P^re Hyacinthe's name was associated. There 
was in that work a leaning to, a fraternity 
and friendship with, the Roman Catholic 
religion, which ought to be abhoned by all 
good Protestants. He therefore rejoiced that 
the Continental Society was going upon the 
lines of strict Protestantism, as our fisthea 
did before us, and was not being seduced into 
the pseudo- Protestantism of P^re Hyacinthe 
and that class, who to a certain extent truckled 
to Roman Catholicism. The Secretary, in his 
report, said that in France the attitude both 
of the Government and people towards Pro- 
testant Christianity had been more favourable 
than at any former period within the memory 
of the present generation. The salient features 
of the position appeared to be that the more 
intelligent part of the people had conscioualy 
parted with Roman Catholicism as the national 
faith, and that there was a dim but real per- 
ception of the fact that there was a true faith, 
the knowledge of which was essential to their 
well-being. In Italy they saw no such marked 
signs of progress ; but as France was the in-^ 
tellectual and moral leader of the Latin inoeii^ 
they might confidently hope that any real 
progress made there would tell for good idl 
over the south of Europe. 

Ax EzTRAORDiNART Trial haa been taking 
place at Saarbriick. Three girls, dangfateza 
of agricultural labourers at Marpingen, a 
villi^e in Rhenish Prussia, qmad a repent 
that they had seen the Virgin in a nei^- 
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bonring wood ; and ibis story being spread by 
tbe priests of the district, caused iboasands 
of persons to flock to the spot, where cures 
were pretended to be effected by the girls, 
who professed to have hourly interviews with 
the apparition. The Qovemment, however, 
thinking that a political object was at the 
bottom of this movement, set on foot a pro* 
aecntion against the parents of the girls, five 
Tillage priests, and six other persons. Daring 
the trial* 170 witnesses were examined. 

Mb. Gborob Mttller is still actively 
pursuing his evangelistic labours on the 
Continent At the end of last year be pro- 
ceeded from Switzerland, vid Lyons and 
Marseilles, into Spain, where he tarried at 
Barcelona, Saragossa, and Madrid. He 
visited the missionaries and inspected several 
large schools which be is the means of main- 
taining in the country, and addressed meet- 
ings through an interpreter. He came 
direct from Madrid to Bayonne, and has 
aince visited Biarritz, Pau, Bordeaux, and 
Cannes, holding numerous meetings at these 
places, either in English, French, or German. 
He is now at Nice, whence he proceeds to 
Mentone, where, it may be stated, he will 
probably meet Mr. Spurgeon. It has been 
announced that in the autumn of the present 
year he will go again to America. 

The ScHOOirBOtTBB of the Irish Church 
Mission, Clifden, Connemara, wss lately at- 
tacked at three in the morning, and burnt 
down. The teacher and his family were 
sleeping in it at the time. It was only with 
difficulty they succeeded in saving their 
lives. A Romish priest had claimed a right 
to enter the school-house in search of children 
for his communion, and this led to proceed- 
ings at petty sessions, much excitement in 
the neighbourhood, and the outrage now men- 
tioned. 

A Bbokzb Statue of Db. Livinobtone 
baa been unveiled in Qeorge Square, Qlasgow. 
It is 8 feet 6 inches in height, and has the 
attitude of a man addressing a gathering. In 
respect to the likeness. Dr. Moffi&t, the vener- 
able fatber^in-law of Dr. Livingstone, is said 
to have pronounced it one of the best he has 
ever seen. 

Thbbb Pbbiodicals in Britain are now de- 
voted to the exposition and defence of the 
theory started (says the Weekly Beview) by the 
late John Wilson, of Brighton, an old Kilmar- 
nock weaver and Radical, according to which 
the English people are tbe descendants of the 
Lost Tribes of IsraeL 

The Late Mbs. Rasttabb. — At a meet- 
ing of tbe late Mrs. Ranyard's '* Council of 



Friends,'' held at Lord Kinnaird's, 2, Pall 
Mall East — the Eari of Shaftesbury, President, 
in the chair — to consider the expediency of 
carrying on the London Bible and Domestic 
Female Missions, it was resolved : " That the 
Missions be continued on the same princi- 
ples and in the same spirit as hitherto, and 
with as little change as possible in the mode 
of administration, and in connection, as here- 
tofore, with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society." The death of Mr. Benjamin Ran- 
yard took place on the 10th ult., within a 
month of the death of his wife. 

The New Bxshopbic of Caledonia, 
British Columbia, has been offered to and 
accepted by the Rev. W. Ridley, Vicar of 
St. Paul's, Huddersfield, formerly a mis- 
sionary in India. 

A Week's Tempebabce Mission has been 
taking place at Sheffield. It commenced on 
Sunday, the 16th ult., by the preaching of 956 
temperance sermons. 

The These Hundbed and Fiftieth An- 
NIVEBSABT of the Diet of Spires is to be 
celebrated by the German Protestants this 
month. 

The Wbsletan Thanksgiving Fund 
amounted, on the 19th ult., to upwards of 
£104,000. 

The Coxtntbss of Ravenswobth has joined 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Bishop of Angba, in Portugal, has 
issued a pastoral on the lack of candidates 
for the priesthood, and expresses a fear of a 
clerical famine in his diocese. 

A Convent of the *' Pebpetual Adoba- 
TiON " — an offshoot from the Convent of *' Le 
Sacrimentale" in Rome — is about to be erected 
near Dumfries. The convent will be tbe 
first of its kind in Scotland. 

Db. Maccabb has been appointed Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, and Monsignor 
Woodlock, Rector of the Roman Catholic 
University, has been appointed Bishop of 
Ardagb. Dr. Maccabe's appointment was 
approved of by a unanimous vote of the Col- 
lege of Cardinals. 

A Despatch fboic Rohe says that the Pope 
has recently addressed a fresh communication 
to the Catholic bishops in Qermany, enjoin- 
ing upon them to oo-operate in tbe restora- 
tion of concord between Church and State. 
It is also stated that the Vatican has me- 
morialized the Powers for the re-estabUsb- 
ment of the Bulgarian Patriarchate. Austria 
has consented to this, and to the nomination 
of the bishops. Also that Cardinal Manning 
has submitted to the Pope a plan for placing 
the English Catholic Church in immediate 
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dependence on the Pope, instead of on the 
Propaganda, a« heretofore ; and that inatrac- 
tioni have heen sent to the French hishopa 



to offer no opposition to the Government 
measure respecting academical degrees. 
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The CattioUe PrtAuterkm : an InUmationcU 
Jounwl^ kcchdcutieal and RtUifious, Lon- 
don I Nisbel aad Co. New York : iUndolph 
ind Co. 
Tan pabliottion of this monthly msgazioe, 
issned simnltaaeonsly in London aod New York, 
is one result of the meeting of the Qeneral Pres- 
byterian GounoUst Edinburgh, in 1877. Thoogh 
not having any official character, it most yet be 
held to represent, on the whole, the wide-tprrad 
oommnnion to which its oonductors belong. The 
flrel three nnmbersi now bsfore us, contain a ^a- 
rlsty of able artidee on a nnmberof topics, theolo- 
gioal, eeolesiaslioal, literary, and general, by some 
of the ablsst writera of the Preebyterian ChorohM 
on both aides of the Atlantie aad on the Oon- 
tlaent of Europn. There are diaonssed, among 
o^er anbjoots, «* Beligions Reform in Francs,'* 
by M. Kugvne Ki^velland ; the «* Anglo-American 
Bible Rsvition,** by Dr. Philip Sohaff ; " Reoent 
Theories of Fatnre Punishment,** by Dr. Cairns, 
of Biiiabttf^h ; <« Maris d*AubigQ^ and his Work 
as Historian/* by Principal Rainy, of Rdinbnxgh ; 
** Pattort, Theology, and the Ag^** by Professor 
Patties of Chicago \ and *« Christian Cultaa,'* by 
Dr« Oswald Dykss, A *' General Surrey** of our^ 
teal events; axprsssiono of individual opinion 
tA**0|Mtt l^kunciU** and ** Notes aad Quertas,** 
are featurss which add to the general iat«rfat of 
the wor^« and eosse of which embody infonna> 
tkm not to )«• met with elsowhere. Tbe openim^ 
aHiole in the ftrat number* by the Editor^Dr. 
lUaikie. kX K^linburgh-k one which 
with a rNiaarkabb Imvo and firmM«s of state- 
meat on bi^Ualf of tha l^teahyttmn polity a dear 
rK>*^aiti%M\ wf th« tKvleeiastical statue ot 
nl^Mia wh\)ee cKurv-^ «r\l«r is wtd* 
and a neUe «ppre\>iatiou at the ttaiam el that 
iHkUivh at th« t>iture f >r which sa 
men have e^^he^l aad l a b e u reA. *^The 
nali^mial «>ra ^4 the I'^unA ia ceHalMy am iu« 
t^r^^' en^" wntee IV tUaikie; '''but it 
tNk h» iMK<e>aArY fw K>vwUugt the habit el activi^^ 
^ siimuUik«sf seaK^ vle v e l ep ^ g )ilie«ahty« 
fatheriu^ V^ the Ctkurvh the waaea aiectaMs «!«l 
the |^^4e. WkiM it hea eu^^Mutty aKN>MS^ 
yMliest ibyee ^^K tt >h%U |^am away ^W a% eiu 
a h>^W4r e«% v^ v%Mt4e «saty> « ^ % ^^m<v 
the ^le»^efc\»>att>^U may ^avtl be %mn^nm^ w^th 
the ealhs^ >\ Veu «^MUMi^ aWett asU she«ti<^ 
I as* wl tN^A\ AeJl 1 0l AH^M^' ^ A»A I ^ VV 
\fhii> K ^ aR^ ^1^ aa ^)e^^^ata|( i^*taK>^ Wy can 
WvC^ il^veaMet<aNM«wttAlM<hWaRaK^eiif«hps 



Creed : ' I believe in the Holy Catholic Church.' 
It were well, surely, that the essential infariority 
of the denominational epoch should be rseog- 
niasd. The Churah, it would seem, must pass 
through a somewhat creeping caterpillar ex- 
istence before she ii dereloped into her bright, 
soaring condition. Let us learn all thai wa haye 
to lesm while we are in tbe chrytalii state, ftv/ 
think longingly all tbe while of the brighter day to 
come.'* 

The Churdiman^hk) of John Wesley, and the 
JielatioiM qf Weeteyan Methodism to the Church 
(^JSnglandL By Jamks H. Rigo, d.d. Lon- 
don : Wesleyan Conference Office. 

Thb Preeident of the Conteence has here re- 
cast and combined in one oompoaition two p i eees 
already before the puUio on the relatione of 
Wealey and Weeleyaniam to the EaUblished 
Church. Weeley's career was so unique, and, 
regarded in a spiritual aspect, so eventful ; his 
religidue experience and his ecdeaiastioal rala^ 
tions extsndcd over ao long a period ; and re- 
spcctiog both so much baa been put forth by 
impsrieotly-informed writers, — ^fchat this nana- 
tioB of unquestionable facta, in all their com- 
plslsnta^ with a statement of the comdnaiooa 
which they inevitably auggest, was due both to 
the memory of the founder of Methodism aad to 
the Methodbts themaelTee, in vindiration of 
poaitioo. Originating in current 
itroyerejes, the book has a permanent value 
ooatribution to the histoiy of the great 
kt with eridch the name of 
Weeley la indiaeolahly sesoriifrwd. 

The Emmj^li^iic BmfHtm ImditpenmMe to the 
Chmreh jor the Cimrrrmom <f tke World, By 
tba Mev. Jaxss Gauu Ediftburgih : GaB and 
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tion by others, nnquestionably luperior, bat 
possible only oa a higher plane of piety than 
that which now exists. '* If/' he says, '* the 
Tiews advocated in these volames be correct, 
a complete revolntion in oar present system of 
evangelism is now dae, and mast sooner or later 
take plac& The pablic preaching of the Word 
will form only a very small proportion of the 
means by which the Gospel of the kingdom is to 
spread, and the Chorch of Christ to 'make 
increase of itself in lore.' There will be a 
thoosand nameless inflaenoee at work, of gentle 
kindness, deeds of mercy, and works of nsefal- 
ness, backing ap the 'testimony of Jesos,' from 
thoosaods of lips that sre at present silent in 
His canse. And, finally, the work of the pas- 
torate and the spiritnal courts of tbe Chorch 
will not be so much the stimulating of congrega- 
tions to give money^ or the administration of the 
proceeds of 'Christian liberality,* but the feeding 
of the Church of God which He hath porchased 
with His own blood, that its members may 
' shine as lights in the world, holding forth the 
Word of life.' " 

The Aggressive CJutrcLCter qf Christianity, By 
the Kev. William Unsworth. Iiondon: 
Wesleyan Conference Office. 

Thjb object with which this book has been 
written is similar to that of the work noticed 
immediately above. The true priociples of 
Church work are deduced from a review of the 
patriarchal, the Jewish, and the Christian dis- 
pensations ; the qualifications for such work are 
pointed out ; the means and methods of Chris- 
tian sggression are described ; the indifferent 
are warned and rebuked ; and the true worker 
is cheered and encouraged. Mr. Unsworth pro- 
pounds no revolutionary plans, but be offers 
many useful suggestions to those who are or 
should become workers, and his psges are 
throughout both practical in their aim and sti- 
mulatiog in their tendency. 

Sengs i^ the Hebrew Poets in EngUsh Verse: 
Songs lUustrating the Life df David, 'By the 
Kev. John Bsmtuall, m.a. London : Samp- 
son Low and Co. 

The object in this work is to show that the 

poetical utterauoes of "the sweet Sioger of 

Israel " may be so arraoged as to illustrate the 

life of David, from his anointing by Samuel to 

his death ; David, not only as the Psalmist, but 

as the king, the prophet, the warrior, the 

ruler, and the man. Takiog selections from the 

First and Second Books of Samuel and the First 

Books of Kings and Chronicles, the author 

obtains a historical outline or framework in which 

he inserts the "spngs" found in the Psalms or 

elsewhere, so as to present the reader a picture 

of David's life and a portraiture of his character* 

drawn, so to speak, by his own faithful hand, 

under the influence of divine inspiration. In 



the English verse here given, fidelity to the 
original has been the great aim sought by the 
translator, who has followed, as far as possible, 
the Authorized Version. The Messianic element 
in these sacred songs is recognized by him very 
distinctly in some parts of his work ; but though 
he disclaims the " duties of a commentator," the 
refermioes in his annotations to "David's Lord " 
are fewer than we have a right to expect. There 
are some ingenious remsrks on the signi6cance of 
the word "Selah." 

The Bnihday Memorial and Daily TextBooh 
London : Wesleyan Conference Office. 

Ak elegantly got up little volume, in the 

compilation of which much pains must have 

been taken. On the left-hand page is a passage 

of Scripture, followed by a verss of poetry for 

each day in the year ; and on the right hand are 

ruled spaces, to correspond, for the insertion ^f/"^ ^ 

names. The passsges are not so limited in tiieu(X^ ^*^ 

range nor are the verses (about half of w^idf^ ^ ? 

are taken from the less fsmiliar works o(* Ahe / ^^ ^ 

brothers Wesley) so commonplace as in jwSin^i ^Jy T, 

other books of the same class. I r,i (T' (j/^ 

Tine City qf Progress and the Signs qf the Times: • ^ %^Xr 
London: Simpkin, Marshall, and Co. \V ,' 

Ik this book, the spectator of a glorious sun- 
rise, after having gazed upon the splendid 
sight in silent admiration, is accosted by a 
mysterious stranger, who, after a few brief in- 
quiries, gives to him a manuscript. He reads 
it, and then receives another written paper 
from the same person, who proves to be a 
native of the " City of Progress." These manu- 
scripts, or a great portion of them, are supposed 
to be here printed. They narrate the alleged 
origin, history, and doom of the " City of Pro- 
gress," and the adventures of certain of its in- 
habitants in their quest of the "Everlasting 
City." Many of the persons and places we here 
encounter will be very familiar to those who 
have ^ot forgotten the inunortal allegory of John 
Bunyan; the "City of [Worldly] Progreaa" 
itself, for example, cannot fail to remind one of 
the City of Destruction in '* The Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress ; " but there are also numerous sUusions 
to current opinioos and controversies in. both 
the world and the Church. Indeed, the book, 
though a small one, includes within its range 
topics tbe most multifarious and periods the 
most remote — beginning with the fall, and 
stretching through nil the ages and dispensa- 
tions to the Millennium. Genius only, or some- 
thing akin to it, could alone fuse mateiials so 
vast into one harmonious whole, in which the 
execution might, in some degree, correspond to 
the design. The aim of the writer, boweter, is 
evidently good; and his doctrinal teaching, if 
we intc^ret it aright, appears to be scrip- 
tural. 
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PRCKIEEDINGS 

A special meeting of Council was held on 
Thursday, February 27, for prayer and for 
the appointment of an additional Secretary. 
The meeting was presided over by Sir Harry 
Vemey, Bart., one of the Vice-Presidenta, 
who read a passage of Scripture ; and prayer 
was offered by the Rer. Dr. Fraser and the 
Rev. William Arthur. Another passage of 
Scripture having been read, prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Dr. Aveling. 

THE SECRBTARXAT. 

The special subject for consideration at the 
present meeting was submitted in the terms 
of the minute adopted at the last ordinary 
meeting of the Council. Letters were read 
on the subject from the following members 
of Council : The Rev. Dr. Blackwood, Rev. 
A. M. W. Christopher, Rev. F. Cruse, F. An- 
derson, Esq., and R. A. Macfie, Esq. After 
long deliberation, it was agreed by a majo- 
rity to proceed at once to the election. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Donald 
Matheson, and seconded by Colonel Noble : 
"That Colonel Field, c.B., be appointed one 
of the Secretaries.*' This motion the Chair- 
man declared carried. 

The Council then proceeded to the trans- 
action of ordinary business. 

NEW MEMBBBS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 
Rev. John Heamshaw, Walsall. 
Colonel Duncan, Brighton. 

NEW HEUBBRS OF COUNCIL. 

Notice having been given at the lost meet- 
ing, it was resolved : •* That the Rev. John 
Richardson and the Rev. Clarmont Skrine be 
appointed members of this Council." 

PROPOSAL FOR SPECIAL PRATER. 

The Secretary read a letter from Colonel 
Field, suggesting that the Alliance should 
invite Christians in different parts of London 
and over the kingdom to meet for special 
prayer and supplication to Almighty Qod, in 
view of the calamity which has befallen our 
brave soldiers in South Africa, to pray for 
help and deliverance, commending unto the 
merciful protection of our gracious God the 
forces now standing on the defensive in 
presence of the enemy, and that they may 
be preserved till the arrival of reinforce- 
ments. It was also suggested that the suc- 
ceaa of the Afghan campaign, and the small 
loss of life occasioned by that war, would be 



OF COUNCIL. 

a fit subject for praise and thanksgiving 
— sprayer also for a speedy and permanent 
peace, and that the progress of the Qospel in 
that land might follow. 

The opinion was generally expressed that 
such action did not fall within the scope of 
the Alliance. 

RBMITTANCB TO MR. BEN-OLIEL. 

The Secretary reported the remittance of 
£42 to Mr. Ben-OIiel, being the sum ob- 
tained to assist him in his legal defence. 

VISIT OF DR. BTOUGHTON TO EDINBUROH. 

The Rev. Dr. Stoughton reported that on 
the occasion of a recent visit to Edinbuigh 
he had met the Committee of the Alliance 
in that city. The following minute had 
since been forwarded by the Rev. G. D. 
Callen : — 

" At a meeting of Christian friends held 
here to-day, consisting of Lord Polwarth, 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Drs. Stoughton, 
Bonar, Goold, MacQill, W. Robertson, 
Murray Mitchell, Thomson, Sheriff Camp- 
bell, Professor Balfour, and Messrs. R. A. 
Macfie, Findlay Anderson, and Hoyes, it was 
resolved, after full consideration, to make an 
earnest effort to revive the interests and 
promote the objects of the Evangelical 
Alliance. It was thought desirable for this 
purpose to secure the advantage of the 
presence in Edinburgh of Dr. Stoughton, one 
of the Honorary Secretaries of the Alliance, 
who is willing to attend another meeting 
and give information regarding the ensuing 
Conference at Basle, and other movements 
prosecuted by the Alliance." 

The second meeting had been very influ- 
entially attended, and much interest had 
been awakened in the Alliance. 

It was resolved : " That the best thanks 
of this Council be presented to the Rev. Dr. 
Stoughton for the valuable aid which he has 
rendered." 



A meeting of Council was held on Thurs- 
day, March 13 ; John Finch, Esq., and after- 
wards Sir Harry Vemey, Bart, in the chair. 
After reading the Scriptures, prayer waa 
offered by the Rev. John Richardson. 

NEW XBlfBERS. 

The following persons were unanimoiuljr 
admitted to membership : — 

Lieut-Colonel Beatty, re., Bath. 
Rev. Thomas Hayes, Bath. 
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Mifls A. E. Oawford, Bath. 

Miss J. H. Dendney, Bath. 

Thomas Wheeler, Esq., High Wjcombe. 

Bev. H. Webb Smith, High Wycombe. 

FBOVINCIAL VISITATION. 

The Bey. J. S. Bussell reported his visit 
to Bath as a deputation from the EvaDgelical 
Alliance. A public breakfast of the friends 
of the Alliance was held in that city on 
Friday morning, Feb. 28, presided over by 
Colonel Willoughby. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by the Bev. Prebendary Anderson, 
the Bev. Mr. Layard, and the deputation. 
Much interest was expressed in the work of 
the Alliance, and several new members were 
obtained. 

Mr. Arnold reported that, in accordance 
with the invitation of the Council of the 
Irish Branch, and also by instruction of this 
Council, he proceeded to Dublin immediately 
after the last Council meeting. He had the 



pleasure of meeting a large number of the 
friends of the Alliance in Dublin, at drawing- 
room meetings held in the houses of Mr. 
Lambert Jones (Treasurer of the Irish Branch), 
General Dobbs, and Mr. Charles Gaussen. 
He then proceeded to Belfast, where a 
numerons company of Alliance friends as- 
sembled at a social meeting. He also ad- 
dressed a meeting in the church of the Rev. 
R. Vint, B.D., Portadown. Much interest 
was awakened by these various gatherings. 
The work done by the Irish Branch is a large 
and useful one, and they feel the necessity of 
occasional visits from the London Secretary, 
to give delails of the world-wide operations 
of the Alliance. Mr. Arnold stated that he 
was everywhere most warmly welcomed, and 
met many old friends of the Alliance. 

The Council expressed their satisfaction 
at the result of the visit of their Secretary to 
Ireland. 



SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 



The usual monthly meeting of the Com- 
mittee and friends of this branch was held 
on Friday evening, March 14, at the resi- 
dence of J. L. Hadley, Esq., Hazelbonrne, 
Balham Hill. 

After tea and coffee had been served, the 
company adjourned to the drawing-room. Mr. 
Hadley welcomed the friends present, and, as 
he was suffering from indisposition, asked 
the Rev. John Kelly, of Streatham, to take 
the chair. Mr. William Morley, the Rev. 
Luke Tyerman, Mr. Marshall, and Mr. W. 
M. Smith took part in the devotional exer- 
cises. Mr. A. J. Arnold, Secretary of the 
parent society, was prevented by illness from 
being present. 

The Rev. J. E. Scott, American mission- 
ary from Van, in Armenia, said he had been 
engaged for the last seven or eight years in 
Asiatic Turkey, and, though an American, 
felt at home in England, as the land where 
he had laboured has been somewhat inti- 
mately associated with England, and such re- 
lationship has been fraught with good to the 
American missionaries at work there. Van 
la about 300 miles from Trebizond, and 
about forty or fifty miles from Mount 
Ararat, on Lske Van, a city of 40,000 
or 50,000 inhabitants, including those with- 
out the walls, about two-thirds of whom are Ar- 
meniana. The country around is full of 
jHctureeque interest, and of great physical 
beauty. Murphy, in his Commentary on 
Genesis, contends that the Garden of Eden 
included Lake Van and the Lake of Oroomiah ; 
Imt the district is now, as regards its in- 



habitants, a fsllen paradise, and it is, a land 
in which Christian interest has always centred. 
About sixty years ago America sent mission- 
aries there. Van is the centre of Armenian 
ecclesiasticism, and the seat of the Armenian 
*' Catholicos " and of numerous monasteries 
on the sides of the mountains and lake ; the 
Armenians clinging to the thought of distinct 
nationality, and reckoning Van their capital. 
The opposition to the progress of evangeliza- 
tion has been much broken within the last 
six years. Two congregations and a church 
of sixteen members have been organized, 
temperance has been promoted, and secular 
schools established ; but numbers do nut ex- 
press a true index of the effect produced by 
the spread of the Scriptures. The people 
have learned to understand the work of the 
missionaries, and no longer greet them with 
opprobrious epithets and missiles of various 
kinds. They were misinformed and deceived 
by their priests, and pronounced a standing 
anathema against the Protestant Testament. 
Public sentiment has been changed, gradually 
but completely. Female education used to 
be regarded as the height of folly, unwar- 
ranted and sacrilegious ; not one in a thouiiand 
had learned to read. Now two schools for 
females are conducted by the Armenians 
themselves, taught by male teachers, and are 
popular. Evidences of Western civilization 
have reached them, and excited their desire 
for knowledge. Mr. Scott gave an instance 
in which a young female taught in their 
schools had influenced the whole village 
where she lived, conducting a Bible-class 
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and teaching young and old to x«ad the 
Testament and to sing Christian hjmns. 
Surrounding villages were influenced ; a spirit 
of inquiry has extended throughout the 
whole land, and it is common now for the 
people to consult the Bible rather than their 
priests. They have meetings in the city for 
Bible>reading among themselveSi and begin 
and end with prayer, and sing our hymns. 
Asia Minor is now dotted iH over with 
Christian churches, and there is more than 
ever a call for evangelistic work. Boors are 
opened, and if the mission staff could be in- 
creased tenfold, it would not supply the 
need. 



An interesting conversation ensued, in 
which the Rev. Luke Tyerman, Mr. Morri», 
Mr. Morley, Mr. Pocock, the Revs. J. Kelly, 
J. G. Rogers, and S. J. P. Dunman took 
part, chiefly in reference to the teaching of 
the Greek Church ; Mr. Scott replying that 
the Armenian Church was the result of an 
early heresy, before the Church was divided 
into Greek and Roman. 

The Chairman having expressed the thanks 
of the meeting to Mr. Scott for his interest- 
ing address, and wished-him prosperity in his 
work, prayer was offered by the Rev. J. G. 
Rogers, and the company adjourned for re- 
freshments. 



NOTTINGHAM BRANCH. 



The annual meeting of the Nottingham 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance was held 
on March 17, in the Lecture-hall of the Pres- 
byterian Chapel, Belgrave Square. The chair 
was taken by Mr. A. Wells, Vice-President. 

After singing and prayer, the Chairman 
called upon the Secretary, Mr. W. B. Carter, to 
read the report, which contained an interest- 
ing resume of the work of the Alliance during 
the past year. 

The Rev. G. Edgcome moved the adoption 
of the report He remarked that the Church 
of Rome boasted of her unity. He was not 
sure that there was so much unity in the 
Romish Church as she thought there was, but 
he did know that there was a real union 
among the Protestant churches of their land, 
and he was pleased to join, year by year, in 
showing to the world the Christian union 
existing among all the brethren in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The Rev. J. Medicraft heartily endorsed 
the catholic sentiment given utterance to by 
Mr. Edgcome. Reference had been made in 
the report to those passed away during the 
year. When that sentence was read, he 
said to himself, ** Yes, they have gone to join 
the Evangelical Alliance above." 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. W. C. Van Meter next addreased 
the meeting. After speaking feelingly with 
respect to that part of the report on behalf of 
those imprisoned or persecuted, instancing 
cases of suffering for conscience' sake, he re- 
ferred to the antagonism which existed 
between the Romish Church and the Alli- 
ance. Rome hated everything that was not 
Romish, but she hated the Alliance because 
ahe dreaded it and felt its power. It was no 
little party or denomination, but was com- 
posed of strong men, with strong hearts. No 



wonder the Pope denounced and cursed them. 
The late Pope cursed the King and all who 
assisted in overthrowing his power, but thej 
only laughed at him. The new one, finding 
out the result of those curses, turned instead 
his attention to the poor. Those who sent 
their children to the Protestant schools, those 
who set the type for their notices, were de- 
voted wholesale to perdition; but, while a 
few trembled, the majority passed on with 
contempt Tlie Papacy found in the Alli- 
ance an antagonist she might well fear. Its 
influence was felt even where it was not 
seen. Some might perhaps think that, 
because it had no organized branch at some 
particular town, therefore it was doing no 
work there. That was where the mistake 
lay. The Alliance was everywhere. Speak- 
ing of the denunciations hurled at them by 
the Pope, Mr. Van Meter referred to the 
words applied by him to their places of wor- 
ship — ^infernal halls. He occasionally heard 
it said, "There are divisions among you." 
That was true ; but were there no divisions 
here in England? He then referred at 
length to the various denominations labour- 
ing at Rome, and spoke of their Sunday- 
schools, mentioning the manner in which 
these were established within a few steps of 
the Vatican itself. It seemed that the way 
was opened by a liberal thinker, occupying a 
residence within the wall built by Leo vi., 
enclosing the Vatican, St Peter^s, and other 
famous Roman Catholic edifices, offering to 
let them have rooms in his house ; and now, 
when the Pope's windows were open, he 
could hear the children's songs. In conclu- 
sion, he wished to tell them how they in 
Italy were comforted by the prayers and sup- 
port of those friends at home. The Papacy, 
they might be assured, would not hesitate to 
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spill Christian hlood again, as in the past 
ages, if she had the power. This it was their 
dnty to prevent 

Mr. W. B. Carter moved, and the Rev. J. 
Wodehouse seconded, a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Van Meter for having so arranged his 



journey as to be present at the meeting, and 
also for his address. 

This was carried. Mr. Van Meter re- 
plied, and a similar compliment to the Chair- 
man, followed by the singing of the Dox- 
ology, terminated the proceedings. 



IRISH BRANCH. 



DUBUN. I 

A meeting of Coondl was held on Tues- 
day, March 1 1 ; the Right Hon. William 
Brooke in the chair. A letter was read from 
the Rev. H. W. Townsend, expressing his 
regret that, in consequence of his removal to 
London, he must resign his office as one of 
the Honorary Secretaries. The following re- 
solution was proposed by the Rev. Dr. Eirk- 
patrick, seconded by the Rev. J. S. Fletcher, 
and carried unanimously : " That the Coun- 
cil having received with much regret the 
resignation of the Rev. H. W. Townsend of 
his office as one of the Honorary Secretaries, 
desire to express their esteem for his Christian 
character and catholicity of spirit, and their 
appreciation of his valuAIe services in pro- 
moting the cause of tli^ Evangelical Alli- 
ance." 

The election of a succeSor to Mr. Townsend 
was then proceeded with, and the Rev. Dr. 
Craig, Incumbent of the Molyneux Church, 
Peter Street, Dublin, was unanimously 
elected. Dr. Craig, who was present, inti- 
mated his willingness to accept the office. 

The Secretary reported that as the scheme 
for promoting the study of Chiirtian Evi- 
dences and Protestant Theology had been 
adopted by a considerable number of per- 
sons throughout the country, it would be 
necessary to appoint examiners in con- 
nection with the examinations to be held 
in ApriL As the department of Christian 
Evidences is conducted in connection with 
the Christian Evidence Society of London, it 
would be only necessary to appoint examiners 
in connection with the department of Pro- 
testant Theology. The Rev. Hamilton Magee 
and the Rev. J. Dryden Smylie were then 
appointed. 

The Secretary further reported that Mr. 
A. J. Arnold, one of the London Secretaries, 
had recently visited Dublin. Drawing-room 
meetings had been held at the houses of Mr. 
Charles Gaussen, Mr. J. Lambert Jones, and 
Major-Qeneral Dobbs. Those present were 
deeply interested in the full and lucid state- 
ments presented by Mr. Arnold of the work 
of the Alliance during the past year. The 
cordial thanks of the Coancil were unani- 
mously passed to those gentlemen for their 



kindness in arranging those meetings for Mr. 
Arnold. 

The Secretary reported that the arrange- 
ments for the observance of the Day of 
Prayer for Ireland (March 17) were now 
complete, and it was hoped that much 
blessing would result from the contemplated 
services. 

BELFAST. 

On the evening of Tuesday, March 5, a social 
meeting of the members of the Alliance and 
friends was held in the Board-room of the Mis- 
sion premises. May Street. There was a large 
gathering, including representatives of various 
denominations. After tea, Robert Thomp- 
son, Esq., the Treasurer of the Belfast Auxi- 
liary, was called to the chair. Among the clergy 
who were present may be mentioned the Revs. 
Dr. Bryce, Dr. Knox, Dr. Donald, Dr. "Wright, 
J. H. Deacon, W. Riddall, J. W. McKay, 
S. Kershaw, John Wilson, W. Sayers, D. K. 
MitcheU, and William Park. There were 
also present Josias Cunningham, Esq., J. M. 
Bamett, Esq., ICD., D. K. Matthewson, Esq., 
W. R. Nelson, Esq., James Taylor, Esq., 
W. R. Kea, Esq., A. Kent, Esq., A. Eakin, 
Esq., etc., etc Letters of apology were 
received from Sir Thomas McClure, Bart., 
iLF., Sir John Preston, J. P. Corry, Esq., 
M.P., William Ewart, Esq., icp., and many 
others. After prayer, the Chairman intro- 
duced Mr. A. J. Arnold, one of the Secre- 
taries of the Alliance from London, who 
made a most interesting statement as to 
the work of the Alliance, especially its foreign 
operations, referring to several cases of perse- 
cution in vari6us countries, in which the aid 
of the Alliance had been sought and most 
efifectuaUy rendered. The Rev. J. W. McKay, 
in a few suitable remarks, expressed the thanks 
of the meeting to Mr. Arnold for his ad- 
mirable address. The Rev. R. Workman 
gave an account of the classes on Chris- 
tian Evidence which are being held, under 
the auspices of the Alliance, this winter, 
again in Belfast. Afterwards some other 
gentlemen spoke on matters connected with 
the work of the Alliance, and the meet- 
ing was brought to a close with prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Donald about half-past nine 
o'clock. 
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OBSERVANCE OF THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR IRELAND. 



The central zneetin^B in Dublin were held 
in the new Christian Union Buildings, Lower 
Abbey Street, and carried out under the 
direction of the Council of the Irish Branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance, in connection 
with the arrangements now largely recognized 
for offering up special prayers for Ireland on 
St. Patrick's Day. The Bight Hon. Wm. 
"Brooke presided at the noon meeting. There 
was a good attendance. 

The proceedings commenced with the sing- 
ing of a hymn, after which prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Q. A. P. Arbuthnot. 

The Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick gave an address 
upon " The Claims of Ireland upon the Sym- 
pathies of the Christian Church." Ireland, 
he remarked, claimed our sympathy in the 
fond recollections cherished by its people of 
its ancient historic fame. He referred to the 
well-attested celebrity of Ireland as a seat and 
source of religion and literature between the 
middle of the sixth and the middle of the 
eighth century, and the pardonable com- 
placency with which the Irish people dwelt 
on the memory of the days when the monastic 
schools of Ireland attracted multitudes of 
students from other lands, and when mis- 
sionaries went forth from that country to 
Britain and to the Continent to instruct the 
nations sitting in the darkness of ignorance 
and superstition ; and they continued to look 
with fond but melancholy admiration on the 
ruins of churches and castles so numerously 
scattered over the land — on the round towers, 
the sculptured crosses, the illuminated manu- 
scripts, the rich bracelets and collars oc- 
casionally disinterred from the earth; all 
testifying to the wealth and artistic skill 
which once pertained to the country, but 
which had long since passed away. He 
pointed out the peculiar difficulties with 
which Protestantism had to contend in Ire- 
land, from the mode in which it had been 
introduced into that country, from the 
measures by which it had been upheld as 
the dominant religion in bygono years, and 
from the fact that there never had been, in 
the long lapse of 300 years, any wide-spread, 
well-directed, sustained, and continuous effort 
mode to circulate the Bible over the length 
and breadth of the land. Ireland claimed 
our sympathy iu the stealous attachment of 
Roman Catholics to their religion; Ireland 
claimed our sympathy in the extreme jealousy 
of its Roman Catholic peo}>le for the honour 
of their country. The Irish people were 
compelled to admit their inferiority, but they 
were extremely sensitive to any reproach or 



ridicule cast upon their country, or on tbe 
condition or character of its inhabitants. He 
rejoiced to perceive and to acknowledge tbat 
a kindlier tone and mode of expreesion have 
of late years prevailed in the English news- 
paper press. Statesmen of every shade were 
animated by an honest and fervent desire to 
remedy the ills of Ireland. They had hitherto 
failed to conciliate loyalty and good -will. It 
seemed a problem impossible for legislation 
to solve. The Word of God alone could 
bring health and cure. 

The Rev. Dr. Craig gave an earnest address 
upon " The Christian's Call to Holiness," after 
which a number of requests for prayer wesre 
read by the Secretary, the Rev. D. Mnllan. 

The Rev. James Wilson delivered an ad- 
dress upon *' The Christian's Call to Unity." 
He said : The Lord's followers are called to 
union by the state of the world. Its sins and 
sorrows, and the small proportion of the 
human family called Christian, should con- 
strain the whole Church to stand shoulder to 
shoulder to pull dnwn the strongholds of sin 
and extend the Redeemer's kingdom. 

The Rev. James White spoke on '' Christian 
Effort" 

At the evening meeting, John R. Fowler, 
Esq., presided. There was a large attendance. 

The Rev. J. S. Fletcher addressed the 
meeting on " Ireland for Christ." This was 
what they ought to work for and hope for. 
They should seek to make Christ their King. 
At present there were a number of enemies 
of Christ who had more or less sway in Ire- 
land. He would mention a few of these 
usurpers. First, there was a strong drink, on 
which BO many millions of money were worse 
than wasted; second, there was impurity, 
which, if Ireland was to be won for Christ, 
they must set their face against ; third, Sab- 
baUi-breaking. The fourth usurper, he mei^ 
tioned, was practical infidelity — ^not open in- 
fidelity avowed and boasted of, but practical 
infidelity. Finally, there was superstition, to 
which Ireland was more given than any other 
land on the map of Christendom. Ireland 
was to be won for Christ by individual effort 
and by united efforts If they were to win 
Ireland for Christ, it must be by sinking sect 
and by working together in Christian unity. 

The Rev. Wm. Nicholas addressed the meet- 
ing on " Apostolic Doctrine." 

The Rev. James Stevenson briefly addreawd 
the meeting on **The Apostolic Spirit and 
Power." • *»' 

The meeting was concluded with prayer by 
the Rev. W. CampbelL 
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THE MONTH. V^'^^^ 

Wk believe that throngboat the land there is a uniyerBal feeling of satiBfaotion that 
OUT beloved Sovereign has been enjoying a season of comparative repose, a period of 
rest &om those toils and cares of public life from which a constitutional ruler cannot 
be exempt. From all accounts, it seems that the Queen has availed herself to the 
ntmost of those facilities for combining quietness with change of scene and of sur- 
roundings which were so fully within her reach, and of which, after the repeated 
sorrows she has lately had to bear, she stood so specially in need. It is grati^^ng to 
find that she was everywhere received by the populations with sach marked and 
cordial respect ; albeit the feeling is mixed with amusement at the style in which 
the Ultramontane organs welcomed her to Italy. Their notion that Queen Victoria 
is strongly prepossessed in favour of the Eoroan Catholic religion, and their hope 
that she may one day become a daughter of '' the true and only Church "—originating 
simply in the fact that under her reign such full religious freedom has been granted 
to the Romanists — shows how incomprehensible to the Ultramontane mind are the 
true principles *on which religious liberty is based, and how impossible it is for such 
thinkers to believe that a Sovereign can grant toleration, still less dvil equality, to 
the adherents of a faith which has but little in accordance with her own. At home, 
the Protestant sympathies of our Queen, and, as their result^ her undeviating attach- 
ment to religious liberty, are clearly understood; and Englishmen are well aware 
that the freedom which in the British Empire Eoman Catholics enjoy is due to 
principles directly in conflict with their own. In common with our fellow-subjects 
at large, we rejoice at this Royal holiday, and trust ic will conduce to the promotion 
of Her Majesty's happiness and health. As we write, the Queen is still in a foreign 
land. Doubtless before these lines meet the eye of the reader. Her Majesty, under 
the protection of a gracious Providence, will have returned to her dominions and her 
home in safety. 

Much indignation and alarm just now prevail throughout the Ultramontane 
camp. France is the country to which, at this moment, their thought} especially 
are turned. The bills for educational reform introduced by M. Jules Ferry into 
the Chamber of Deputies have naturally excited their most determined and invete- 
rate hostility. The struggle, long foreseen, between the Papacy and the Republic—* 
the Liberals on the one hand, and the priests and Jesuits on the other — ^is now 
evidently close at hand. Such an issue no tact or foresight could avert. It is 
obvious that the triumph of the Republic was not destined to be a barren victory, 
unproductive of results, as regards the great question whether or not the education 
of the next generation of Frenchmen shall or shall not be committed to the care and 
guidanoe of the priasti. It was manifest that on this very point would be ooq- 
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•centrated the conflict of contending parties — ^that the antagonistic elements in 
France wonld, on this matter, gather up their strength for a final and decidye 
iMfcttle. The measures introduced bj M. Ferry are virtually designed to suppresi the 
"teaching of Jesuit or Ultramontane principles in every seminary or estabUskment 
maintained by or connected with the State. The conflict will doubtless be severe; 
l>ut should prudence still obtain amongst the Liberal and Republican leaders, and a 
spirit of union, as before, animate the various sections of the Left, there can be bat 
little question of the ultimate result. 



Attempts at assassination, especially of Eoyal personages, often assume the aspect 
<f an epidemic. Some such remark we have already made in reference to the per- 
4K)nal attacks upon the Emperor of Germany and the Kings of Italy and Spain; and 
now the Czar of Russia supplies another illustration of its truth. The audacity of 
-this last attempted regicide is almost without a parallel, and the loyal and rigkt- 
minded subjects of the Emperor may well rejoice that their sovereign so narrowly 
escaped. Notwithstanding the general loyalty, it is painful to be forced to the belief 
that throughout great part of Russia there exists a large amount of social discontent^ 
of which an act Hke this is the expression. It is even still more painful to find that 
the attempt has at once induced the most repressive and coercive measures, that 
'martial law has been set up in the most important cities of the empire, that all 
•securities for personal freedom have been withdrawn, and that every man's life and 
property are at the dispoRal of the military power. A state of things so abnormal 
and so galling can but aggravate the evils it professes to subdue. We may fBiirly 
•4xmcede that it is not the outcome of premeditated tyranny. The Emperor 
Alexander has shown himself the friend of his people ; he abolished serfdom, and 
from that time till this he has gradually relaxed the rigours of despotic rule. The 
cnore is it to be regretted that now he should be compelled to retrace his steps, and, 
f>iobably against his own. inclinations, to embark for a time at least upon an oppres- 
■«ive and reactionary course. In a constitutional country the ordinaiy laws, upheld 
hy the moral force of the community, suffice in most cases for the maintenance of 
-order and the preservation of the public peace. With a despotism the case is widely 
^diflTerent. Wide-spread and secret conspiracies under such a government but too 
i&equently exist, and how to deal with these may well perplex the autocratic states- 
man^ To be mild, is construed as weakness ; to be vigorous, may fan the smouldering 
€mben to a flame. It is now affirmed that a revolutionary spirit prevails throughout 
Hoflsiay and that a gigantic conspiracy is rife. These statements may be exaggerated^ 
and attributable largely to the panic which the attempt upon the Czar has awakened; 
it is clear, however, that troublous times are at hand both for the people and the 
49oyereign of Russia. 

The suspense so long felt respecting Colonel Pearson and his beleaguered forces 
at Ekowe is at length removed. Lord Chelmsford having effected their relief But, upon 
4h6 whole, the news from the seat of war in South Africa is by no means encouraging. 
^ere have been repeated conflicts, desperate fighting, and considerable loss of life. 
On the 2nd of April there was a battle in which 1,200 Zulus were left dead upon 
the field. On the next day 11,000 Zulus attacked Lord Chelmsford's camp, but» 
after a short and sharp conflict, were repulsed with considerable loss. The day 
following Ekowe was relieved. The total losses in the two engagements which took 
|>laoe before this result was effected were estimated at 220 killed and wounded on 
iha Britiih side, and 2,500 on that of the Zulus. Colonel Wood's column was sub- 
aeqnentl J attacked near Luneberg by^a considerable Zulu fbreei who were eventually 
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driven off, not, however, without great loss on both sides, the British casualtieB* 
amounting to seven officers and about 400 men. It is obvious that our troubles in this 
region are very far from being ieit an end. The invasion of Zululand appears to have 
cemented and strengthened the power of the king, and to have united the people, 
"who previously were disaffected and disorganized, in the bonds of resistance to the 
IBritish forces as to a common and aggressive foe. It is satisfactory to find, how- 
-ever, that the loyalty of the native population of Natal remains unshaken — a fact 
"which has largely contributed to the safety of the colony in the interval preceding 
the arrival of the British fleet with reinforcements. But trouble in South Africa 
isomes not only through the Zulus. The Boers of the Transvaal shoV unmistak- 
able symptoms of hostility, and seem to have well-nigh made up their minds to 
insurrection. Discontent in that province at the British annexation is increasing ; 
the difficulty with Cetewayo has supplied the Boers with the fitting opportunity. They 
are said to be determined to regain their independence, and to have threatened to 
detain Sir Bartle Frere (now in the Transvaal) as a hostage until their demands shall 
be conceded. They are intending, as some believe, even to advance upon Pretoria. 
Our past policy in this matter is therefore likely to be again the theme of criticism 
both in and out of Parliament, and may possibly be subject even to reversal. It is 
now considered that the alliance of the Boers will be most important for us as against 
the Zulus, and that this can be assured only by yielding to their wishes. It is 
certainly a strange conjunction of facts that we should have annexed the Transvaal 
because we disapproved of the spirit and policy of the Boers towards the aborigines; 
that we should then be charged with having adopted the like policy, and having 
evinced the same spirit towards the Zulu king; and that now, as the price of an 
alliance with the Dutch colonists, in order to subdue the Zulus, we should be called 
on to forego and renounce the acquisition we had made. 



The war in Afghanistan still drags on, and with no conclusive results. The 
feeling in India among our fellow-countrymen appears to be in favour of an advance 
npon Cabul; but such a step, we apprehend, would be decidedly opposed to the 
public conscience and sentiment at home. No plea of necessity can be. urged on its 
behalf; whilst against it, as we think, must be advanced the argument that it would 
add greatly to the complications now existing, increase enormously the expenses of 
the war, and place fresh difficulties in the way of a final and pacific settlement. We 
are glad to note that Ministers, in ^mswer to a question put in Parliament, have 
stated that no advance can or will be made upon Cabul without the sanction of the 
Cabinet at home; and that no application for permission to push on to that city has 
been made to them either by the military or the civil authorities in India. 



The atrocities of which Burmah has so recently been the scene stir to their 
very depths our feelings of indignation and abhorrence. The young King Theehaw; 
under the influence of drink, seems to have become a perfect madman, and in the 
•cruel massacre of his royal relatives and their adherents appears to have evinced the 
disposition of a flend. It is impossible to read the barest outline of the uutragei 
committed by his order without a thrill of horror and disgust. The unhappy victimi^ 
who were certainly guiltless of offence against^ their tormentor, but whose misfortune it 
was to be the objects of his jealousy, were not only put to death, but the most diabolical 
ingenuity was exhausted in making the mode of their death the means of inflicting 
upon the wretched sufferers the greatest possible amount of torture. The re* 
monstrances of the British Resident were of no avail. He was significantly told to 
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mind his own bnsinessy and wben ihe massacres were ended, was warned against 
presuming that tbej had ceased as the result of any representations of his own. 
They had ceased, he was informed, solely because there were no &iora of the royal 
family to kill ! The King's intentions towards the British appear to be hoBtfle, Mid 
Burmese troops, in large numbers, are being massed upon the finontier. It may be 
hoped, however, that we shall manage to keep clear of war. We cannot by any 
military or coercive measures reform an empire like this, nor can we annex to our 
Indian possessions the territories of the Golden Foot While the &cts above re- 
ferred to impress upon us with redoubled force the declaration of Scripture, that 
^* the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty,'* they equally 
point to the truth that missionaries, and not soldiers, are the only instruments for 
their regeneration. Soldiers of the Cross, and not those who fight with carnal 
weapons, can alone pull down such strongholds of the evil one as these* 



What is to be done with the Khedive? That is a question which at present 
is anxiously discussed. Ismail Pasha has rebelled against our interference, and 
repudiated our counsels, in his financial and political affairs. Must we let him alone, 
or can anything be done to save Egypt from the crisis which apparentiy impends f 
The question, certainly, is not easy of solution. We are interested, on various 
grounds, in the finnnnii^l prosperity of that country, but still more in its general 
tranquillity and good government. We cannot lightly be parties to an armed inter- 
vention in Egypt, eiiher singly or in conjunction with France, whose interest in its 
affairs diveiges somewhat widely from our own. Meanwhile, affairs remain in siolii 
quo, the Khedive being determined, apparently, to pursue lus own course, be the 
consequences what they may. That some joint diplomatic action may be adopted 
by the European Powers — action of such sort as may tend to a satisfactory and 
pacific solution of the difficulty — ^is most eamestiy to be desired. 



We are glad to note that Lord Shaftesbury has called the attention of 
ment and of the Ministiy to the abuses connected with the employment of women 
and children in the factories of India. The subject is a very important one, and has 
long required the attention of the Legislature. We trust that the matter may 
receive the most thorough and searching investigation, and that should legislation be 
shown to be imperative, it may be warmly advocated, and carried into effect with 
the slightest possible delay. 



The strike of the miners in the 2)orth affects nearly the entire district of the 
Durham coal-fields. A few collieries, however, remain open— chiefly those whose 
owners do not belong to the Coalowners' Association, and who have not this month 
attempted to reduce their wages. One or two, however, are still at work at prices 
lower than the average. The coUier steamers have, for the most part, departed for 
their coal to other districts. The damping down of most of the blaist fumacea seems 
to indicate that the coalowners are preparing for a long and hard-fought struggle. 
The gloom which has so long prevailed in commercial circles has been intensified by 
the miners' strike, and the prospects of trade of all kinds are far indeed from in- 
dicating any marked improvement The Budget of the Qovemment does not im- 
pose any immediate increase of financial burdens, but excites apprehension in some 
quarters rather by what it omits than by what it contains— by what it defera rather 
than what it proposes to defray. 
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Paris, April 18, 1879. 

THE MINISTBBIAL XDUCATION BILL 

The present time has weighty matter 
poised in the balance for France ; the crisis 
is one upon which the deepest welfare of the 
nation and people hangs by a thread. Educa- 
tion is the taming point. Daring the exist- 
ence of the third Republic no leas than 
fifteen Ministers have succeeded each other 
in the Department of Public Instruction. 
The interests of education have undergone 
all the fluctuations of parliamentary diffi- 
culties and dangers, and at present school 
questions are brought forward and agitated 
with an ardour which threatens to prolong and 
greatly increase the violence of conflicting 
passions and interests. The Minister, Jules 
Ferry, has brought before the Chamber the 
project of a law which considerably modifies 
that of 1876. He would restore to the State 
the exclusire right of conferring university 
degrees. This is hailed with deserved 
applause by the wisest as well as by the 
meet advanced Libends. The right granted 
of late to the Roman Catholic universitieB 
to confer degrees has been with no small 
propriety termed the " liberty of ignorance." 
Of course the bishops are in battle array 
against this change, and petitions pour in, 
worded in not very moderate style. They 
look upon it as the sword's point pressed on 
the veiy breast of Roman Catholidsm. The 
whole clerical press is falling upon the whole 
Liberal press, and the clash of arms u fierce 
and loud. The 7th article of the pro- 
jected law runs thus : *' No person is allowed 
to direct a public or private establishment of 
any kind, or to teach therein, if he belongs to 
a non-authorized religious community." This 
is a blow indeed, and most men see in it some- 
thing derogatory to the liberty of the citizen, 
as advanced Republicans thus refuse the right 
of freedom to what they call enslaving others. 
It is a delicate point, and the provision 
would seem as useless as to decree the 
abolition of the Jesuits. A change of coat 
and a change of title is an easy matter to 
those who believe that when what they con- 
sider the good of the Church is at stake the 
end sanctifies the means. An anecdote is 
told of M. Duruy, Minister of the late Empire, 
refusing permission to open a school to a 



<< Dominican." A fortnight afterwards the 
same man came as a '' priest of the Diocese of 
Paris," and the authorization was granted. 
The Signal declares that <*M. Jules Feny 
will not have said his last word to the non- 
authorized bodies when he withdraws the 
toleration by which they are allowed. Re- 
quested to close their sdiools as JeiuUs^ the 
reverend fathers will open them shortly after- 
wards as abbes ; and how can they be pre- 
vented? It is not the laws which need 
reforming so much as the habits of the 
people ; the State would have no need to 
interfere if the citizens knew better how to 
defend their own interests." This is the 
weak point of the law. But to place all 
under the same r^;ulation for examination, 
and to abolish the ** letters of obedience " by 
which the most illiterate might keep a school, 
can encounter no reasonable objection. 

" FBEBTHm KINO INTOLERANCB." 

The Evangdiste asks, with but too much 
reason, ** Are we not threatened with a free- 
thinking intolerance after an Ultramontane 
one ? Decidedly we are. The Protestant 
press needs immense wisdom if it thinks 
right to go on violently unmasking Romanism. 
The current of the advanced Freethinkers 
and scarlet Republicans is so strong that a 
man is often carried off his guard, and finds 
himself ranked with his Lord's enemies ere 
he is aware. Hatred stirred up has already 
led to the murder of a priest; and we solemnly 
declare that at the present time an uncorUro- 
venial Qospel can alone be the salvation of 
France. Prayer is intensely needed for our 
Protestant writers. They often forget that 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, with 
their stem religious controversies — both 
parties being earnest believers in truth or 
in error — are long past ; and that to-day the 
weary world, shaken to the core with doubt 
and scepticism, needs rather the rock and the 
anchor, in the bewilderment of shipwreck. 
What advantage would be derived by a 
Roman Catholic if he passed from his 
superstitions to the frozen theories of the 
Rationalists, who are now suggesting through 
the Master of Conferences of the Protestant 
Theological Coll^ of Paris, that sacred 
history should not be taught in schools until 
all its miraculous parts be expunged f^ 
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HOPEFUL SIGNS. 

It is a most interestiiig fact that any 
number of men can be attracted by Pro- 
testant speakers jnst now. The seed sown 
by so many hands throughout France is 
coming up, and a spirit of inquiry is mani- 
fested. This is mentioned by all the societies 
and their agents. The meetings held in new 
localities are crowded ; and cheering are the 
reports. It is the time Tigoroualy to help, 
by means of prayer and pecuniary assistance, 
ereiy agency for spreading the Gospel. The 
Home Mission^ the Central and the Evangelical 
Societies, are all putting forth every enexgy 
and joining in harmonious arrangements, in 
consequence of the interesting meetings held 
in Paris lately for Christian communion 
and converse, and for mutual exhortation. 
Paston Th. Monod, Armand Delille, Barde, 
Babut, Hocart, Dbombres, Appia, Recollin, 
etc, and M. K6veillaud, were listened to on 
this occaBion with deep attention, and with 
an evident feeling of the solemnity of the 
present time. Christians were exhorted to 
be witnesses far Chrut, 

THE TWO MEW PBOTESTANT JOX7BKAL8. 

The Signal has appeared — a respectable 
moral weekly journal, well written, by talented 
and high-minded men, who are resolved to 
raise the tone of their readera' minds, while 
they rectify their judgment on men and 
tilings, and lead them insensibly onward to reli- 
Cpous truth. No pandering to the passions ; 
and, with the exception of a sharp rap at Borne, 
a calm and persuasive temper. *' If," it says, 
''we cherish the Bepublic with an almost 
filial tenderness, and if we love the people, 
notwithstanding all their faults, it is not a 
matter of indifference to us to know by 
whom and how the people will be repre- 
sented, and the Bepublic governed. We 
know that the best institutions may be spoiled 
by the men who administer them. We also 
willingly admit that people have always the 
government they deserve. Hence the evident 
necessity for us to improve the people and 
individual men, if we would see justice and 
liberty reign in the sphere of political power 
and influence. . . • We believe in the action 
upon the world of a Providence perfectly free, 
wise, and sovereign, and that notwithstanding 
all the manifestations, more noisy than re- 
flecting, of the materialism of the day. . . . 
We believe that * God will protect France * 
all the more in proportion as France shall 
draw nigh imto God. We shall endeavour 
to show the necessity of this drawing nigh, 
this religion which binds man to his Creator ; 
not according to a form of worshin that the 



ignorance or fanatieiBm of past ages has al- 
lowed to prevail in our country ; not accord- 
ing to the revolting, half pagan, and Bensuons- 
rites of the Bomanish superstition ; but bj- 
means of that form which has been so purified 
as to be made as conformable as possible to the 
teaching of the Master, who proclaims God 
to be a Spirit, and declares that those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and in 
truth. In a word, we shall place the princi- 
ples of the Beformation at the basis of our 
principle0 and our polemics. . . •" 

TheBtfonnatewhaa also appeared — a shazp^ 
bright, catching paper, stinging, tormenting^ 
mocking, slashing Bome — ^with two sensational^ 
anti- Jesuit noyelB as feuiUetons. 

THE BSCBPTION OF M. BENAN 

as Academician, and his address, so exquisitely 
perfect as to style, with its delicately-finished 
shafts piercing everything sacred, and the 
elegant reply of M. Mezi^res. have been every- 
where the subject of remark. Of two mt' 
believen, the one bowing Christ and religion 
out of the universe, placing materialism and 
the, spiritual on the same fooling, the other 
using the fatal argument that the poor and 
the unhappy need the hope which is given 
by religion, we know not which blasphemes 
his Maker most. Well may the Rivohttioia 
Fran^ise take up indignantly this egotistical 
assertion, and steeping it in bitterness, fling 
it in the face of the clumsy champion of a 
spiritual faith which he has never made his- 
own ! 

H. VlLLEMESSAlfT, 

editor of the vile paper called the Figaro^ 
has gone to his account. He turned to the 
priest, saying he had always loved priests^ 
and was absolved and anointed by the Bishop 
of Monaco ! What a cofriegt of hideoua 
calumnies, blasphemies, and scandalous deeds 
and words follow him, is remarked upon by 
all the sober papen. 

A OBEAT WAKT. 

The times are remarkable for the wonder- 
ful opportunities everywhere presented for 
the hearing of the Gospel. It is but repeat- 
ing what we have so often said : the field ia 
vast and ready for the sickle ; the com is 
dropping for want of labourera. The caUa 
are numerous and mighty, and God is pre- 
paring labourers. Is it not the time to double 
every gift, to support eveiy society, and to 
come over and personally help ? The Young 
Men*6 Christian AssodationB are decidedly 
brightening up ; activity and a definite object 
in view, that of promoting popular evangelical 
meetings, has roused them up manfully. The 
i/tMumJiU^neure sees wonderful success attend 
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ita itmenting agents^ as wall as in the 
of home inflaenoe of its membets. Mt: 
MeAll's misnoii is czying out for workers. The 
balls are ealaigiiiK their sise and increasing 
their namben ; but oh, for able men who 
will not jprMd^ bat to£&to the people! Strange 
tli0 diifienltj of escaping horn academical 



mWAUBMUCAL GHBISmmOiff, 



13& 



habitB of thought aad speeA, to toudi the 
heart and meet the want of these nuuMesy 
who need the Gospel of Christ and the' 
mighty application of His almighty power* 
and love I Improvement there is in these- 
respects, however, bat we still cry, Send as* 
labourers ! 



ITALY. 

FREE CHURCH EVANGELIZATION. 



The Eighth Evangelisation Report of the 
Free Christian Church in Italy, just issued, 
18 prefaced by a statement from the Rev. J. R. 
McDougall, Treasurer and Foreign Secretary, 
addressed to the friends of the evangelization 
of Italy. Kr. McDougall writes : — 

^ The Free Italian Church has been recently 
ffirti^<^iTif; hex influence in the way of consoli- 
dation. This has been manifested in all 
the reports presented at the last General 
Assembly, as well as in the harmony and 
qrmpathy that prevailed in all the meetings, 
in the energy expended on the college in 
Borne, with its sixteen studeDts, in the 
extrusion of idle and disturbing elements, 
and in the Manual of Procedure, for the 
doing of everything throughout the Church 
in an orderly and effective manner. Much 
kindly feeling has been shown to the Free 
Cburch by the authorities of late. Not 
only has the Florence Town Council con- 
tinued its annual grant to our schools, but in 
Rome the Mayor has accepted of our build- 
ings, for the King and Queen, the Ministry, 
and the royal household to occupy every 
year, at the illumination of the Castle of St. 
Angelo. The Government has also granted 
300Cr. a-year to our evangelical schools in 
Borne, has suppressed the stamp duty on 
the bUls for Gavazzi's meetings, interested 
itsdf in securing for the Free Italian Church 
the place of worship promised years ago by 
Churibaldi to Qavazzi in Naples, and offered a 
xecognition of the Church as a corporate 
"body. The latter is, unfortunately, more on 
the footing of a philanthropic than an eccle- 
siastical movement, but the Ministry has 
expressed a kindly desire to go as &r as 
the law of the country will permit 

'^The statistics of the CSiurch are as fol- 
lows : 12 ordained ministers, 13 evangelists, 
87 elders^ 65 deacons, 14 deaconesses, 1,635 
eommunicants, 183 catechumens, 588 Sab> 
bath-school children, 1,206 pupils in our 
day and night schools, 21 teachers in the day 
schools, 1,465 regular hearers of the Gospel, 
1,694 additional occasional hearers, 33 
churches, laige and small, and 30 out- 



stations more or less frequently visited. T1i& 
contributions of the churches last year, for 
evangelization alone, amounted to l,207fr.l2e.^ 
while for all objects the sum collected was- 
8,735fr. 73c. 

'< The antagonism between King and Pope,, 
so favourable to evangeUeal work in Italy, 
remains unchanged, and leaves the obligatioi^ 
of Christians' unimpaired to do what they 
can, in this time of great opportunity, for 
scattering the seed of scriptural truth fear 
and wide, and by every means. Scattered 
up asid down the report, there will also be- 
fouod abundant proof that the death-struggle 
between Popery and the Gospel continues a» 
earnest as ever all over the Italian mission- 
field. The superstitions and gross ignorane» 
fosteredby Popery manifest themselves, in start- 
ling examples, on every hand, and the bigotry 
and opposition of the legion of priests to tt^- 
Bible and evangelical worship are displayed 
at every turn. The Evangelicals are still 
subject^ to the liveliest persecution in their 
places of worship, in their worldly caUings, 
in the bosom of their families, on their 
death-bed at home or in the hospital, and 
even at the cemetery, except where th» 
popular feeling is sufficiently enlightened or 
the Gospel cause is sufficiency strong to pre- 
vent such occurrences. 

** Cheering progress is being made, both a*- 
regards the diiect and the indirect effects of 
Gospel work. The newspapers are raindlT* 
becoming more outspoken, influential meift> 
are not afraid to applaud the Evangelical 
movement, popular prejudices are fast passmg^. 
away, and the Gospel leaven is gradually 
evidencing its assimilative and diffusive^ 
power. 

^ I feel it right to mention that, in pre- 
sence of BO much commercial embarrassment- 
and enforced economy in home-lands, we have 
sought to cut down our expenses to a minimum^, 
without dismissing any of our devoted and 
energetic evangelists. We feel, therefore, aa 
we live from day to day in the maintenance 
of this mission, that we can honestly and 
earnestly look up to Gh)d, and aisk Him Ia 
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fumplicity and faith to aend all the help that 
is needed for theii rapport." 

We rabjoin a few extracts from the 
report: — 

ALBAHO. 

Here the priert is very powerful, and the 
Society for Catholic Interests flonxiahes. The 
priest visits the families of the landowners to 
get them to drive away our evangelical work- 
men from their employ. He introduces him- 
self to the families of our members to induce 
them to desert their faith, either through 
flattering pronuses or threatening Papal ex- 
conmiunications, so that the weak of the flock 
stumble. They oust the evangeliBt and the 
church from their hall, and leave no stone 
unturned to exterminate the good cause. Yet 
a still better place of worship U found. An 
average attendance of forty is maintained. 
Twenty-three men and women join in the 
Lord's Supper. Two whole families are con- 
verted. And so the struggle goes on. 

BOLOGNA. 

The " learned " Bologna, at whose univer- 
dty 80 many foreign students three centuries 
ago received such an impetus in the direction 
of free thought and liberty of conscience, is 
now peculiarly a bigoted city, one of the head- 
quarters of the modem Jesuitical faction, and 
with a strong reactionary archbishop. The 
church meetings are frequently disturbed with 
stones thrown, rockets exploded, the noise of 
fire-arms, and the blaze of artificial lights in 
the entrance. Perhaps this accounts for the 
large number of members, and particularly for 
their ardent love of Christ Every member 
must needs be an out-and-out Christian, like 
the Christians in the naval and military 
services of Protestant lands. So we are not 
surprised to hear that the preaching of the 
Gospel is not limited to the four walls of 
their place of worship. Wherever an oppor- 
tunity is offered these brethren testify for 
Christ. At the railway station, amid much 
scorn, and in the families of unbelievers and 
Papists, the Bible is read and commented on, 
despite many difficulties. 

BBXSCIA. 

Who could have believed that the ''pa- 
triotic" Brescia, whose inhabitants struggled 
so gloriously — men, women, and children — 
in 1847 for liberty against an enemy which 
had possession of the very castle within the 
gates, would become priest-ridden ? Yet so 
it is. A statue of tiieir famous Reformer 
Amaldo was made, but no place could be 
found in which to place it. The Liberal Club 
refuses by a large majority to let to the Evan- 
gelicals an old driU hall, in disuse. A medical 



man takes a Bible from the hands of an eraa* 
gelical patient in the hospital and tears it in 
pieces. Even Bible-bnxning and aasanlts 
upon places of evangelical worship are not im* 
known. Our readers will not therefore be 
astonished to hear of the immense diflknltLsa 
experienced by the church in finding any 
kind of hall to contain the crowds who 
thronged to hear the sermons and addressee 
on the history of the Popes of the popular 
EvangeUst Beruatto. Time after time, last 
summer, we were assured that a theatre or 
other large building had been obtained, and 
as often we were disappointed by the bigoted 
refusals of the owners and occupiers to have 
any dealings with Protestsnts 1 But this long 
series of trials, which weighed heavily on the 
spirits of members of the church and of the 
Evangelization Committee, as well as of many 
friends whom Qod has raised up for the work 
in Brescia, has all been forgotten in the joy 
of acquiring, on a lease of three years, and re- 
pairing for evangelical uses, and opening on 
Ist of January, 1879, the old Roman Catholic 
Church of St. Erasmus, holding 150 persons. 
Since then a great blessing has been ex- 
perienced by pastor and people. The meet- 
ings are imdisturbed; new members are 
bemg added every month to the communion 
roll ; a number of women regularly frequent 
the church; several persons of culture and 
standing, both male and female, have joined 
the cause. 

FABA-NOVABESB. 

'^The History of the Qospel in Fara- 
Novarese ; Episode of the Reform in the 
Nineteenth Century," is the title of an in- 
teresting work which Ib now being printed, 
from the pen of the Milan evangelist, 
Damiano Boigia. As this is Borgia's birth- 
place, and as his excellent father still labours 
as a colporteur in the district, for the Scottish 
National Bible Society, he ia intimately ac- 
quainted with all the details of a movement 
extending from 1854 onwards, and whidi he 
has done wisely to rescue from possible ob- 
livion. 

The death of Maria Rolandi, a convert of 
1865, took place lately. At the time of her 
conversion, her parents persecuted her with 
all the fanaticism which is bred in the Church 
of Rome. They prohibited the visits of the 
Evangelist Contini at that time to her sick- 
bed, and when he one day obtained entrance 
along with Signer Borgia, her brother fell 
upon them with a huge blade, and Ood in His 
gracious providence alone saved their lives in 
the scuffle that ensued. The girl was there- 
after driven from her home. When lately 
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she fell seriotulj ill, she was removed to the 
hospital in Novaia. There she was plagued 
by priests, friars, and nans, who urged her to 
eonfesB, but her noble reply was, '' Do not 
trouble yourselves, gentlemen. I have no 
need of your services, I have already found 
my confessor, and for fourteen years I have 
confessed to Him." ** Who is he 1" asked 
the priest " He is Jesus Christ, my Saviour," 
she answered. Even the bishop of the diocese 
went to see Maria, who said to him, '* I have 
no need of your lordship." '' WeU," said the 
bishop in a gentle tone, ** though you have no 
need of me, I have need of you and of the salva- 
tion of your soul." To this fiiaria replied, ^ Yes, 
bnt even the devil these fourteen years has 
been saying to me that he had need of my soul, 
and I have always told him to go away. So 
say I to you, monsignore. Leave me, and do 
not torment me any more." At the request 
of Signer Boigia, who fiequently saw her, the 
director of the hospital put a stop to these 
annoyances, by removing the confessional card 
above Maria's head, so that she was allowed 
to die in peace, resting on the merits of her 
Saviour. 

FLORBNCE. 

Beautiful Florence is now bankrupt Florence. 
The city is full of misery, there being few 
stnugers and little trade this winter. And 
the future is not at all bright. The evange- 
lisation has not partaken of the general dol- 
ness. The new Protestant cemetery is now 
admirably managed, and the united nussion- 
ary meetings, held weekly from one Italian 
church to another, are a great success. The 
withdrawal of the annual grant of 70,000fr. 
by the municipality from the Jesuit schools of 
the Padri Scolopi is a vast gain. Twenty-five 
members have been added during the year to 
the Via dei Kenci Church, and a large number 
of catechumens attend the Wednesday even- 
ing class. 

lOLAH. 

The evangelical work here continues to 
prosper and develop on a grand scale. It is 
the most important mission under the care of 
the committee, and has given abundant cause 
for thankfulness to Gk>d during the last year. 
The old Roman Catholic Church of San 
Simone, to the chagrin of the priests, is 
always crowded. So many of the members 
and adherents live at the opposite end of the 
town, that the committee could not but hire a 
large hall, capable of containing about 300 per- 
sons, near the Corso Ghiribaldi, the brethren 
in Milan spending 800fr. in fitting it up 
suitably for church service. Here, too, the 
meetings are very laige^ and the Evangelist 



Contini has removed from Treviglio, which, 
however, he regularly visits, in order to 
superintend this new and promising centre. 
In aid of the two evangeUsts in Milan, a 
godly elder aets as a town missionary. Evezy 
branch of church work is in an active and 
healthy condition ; the collections rose above 
l,800fr. last year. There are now two 
Sunday-schools, and an increased staff of 
deacons, who have oiganized a methodical 
system of collecting money, and coming in 
aid, in these trying times, of the Evangeliza- 
tion CommittM, Nineteen persons were 
admitted to fellowship in 1878, and many 
more are numbered as catechumens. The 
older members have been greatly revived and 
encouraged, and peace and order characterize 
the whole movement under the able ministry 
of Signor Boigia. 

The priests have been alarmed lest the 
municipality of Milan should imitate the 
example of Bologna, Ctenoa, and Turin, and 
abolish the teaching of the Romish Cate> 
chism in the schools. Against any such 
movement they have lustily declaimed. Their 
philippics have been in vain, however, for 
the democratic societies have decided to uzge 
the (Government everywhere to establish lay 
teaching in the public schools. Signor 
Borgia only fears that the suppression of the 
catechism, which proclaims an erring man 
infallible as Qod, ¥rill be succeeded by a not 
less dangerous catechism of Darwin and 
Buchner, which teaches that man is a per- 
fected monkey, who, ridding himself of his 
hairy skin and tail, and leaving his native 
woods, has joined with his fellows in building 
houses and cities, and setting up schools and 
libraries! Hence the duty of all earnest 
Christians to circulate the Word of the living 
Qod, and make known the blessed Qospel, in 
this time of transition and intellectual ques- 
tioning in Italy. 

NAFUBS. 

The Evangelist Bracchetto mourns over the 
fact that less progress is made here in the 
preaching of the Qospel than in other 
provinces, on account of the moral degradsr 
tion of a noble people under the government 
of the Bourbons, and the boastful ignorance 
and religious finnaticism which prevail. Still, 
the Lord has graciously manifested Hinuelf 
at the meetings in the new and central place 
of worship on the Toledo. The meetings 
are largely attended, and the RoiYuif one of 
the lending newspapers of Naples, advertises 
gratuitously the themes of discourse of Signori 
Bracchetto and CocchL Even priests drop 
in to the service. One of these, after listen- 
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ing to an exporore of the ^ Catholic pmga- 
tOTj" took Signor Goochi aaide, and said, 
** Yon EvangelicalB reason with nnanswerahle 
logic, hnt he ooniteonB and never give way to 
inanlting expreasionB towards your opponents, 
tB we priests are in the hahit of doing." 

BOCGA DCPXRIAXiK. 

Bapid and continuous 2nt>gTe88 of the 
Qospel cause ; several haptisms every month 
of diildren helonging to new families who 
have joined the church; great demand for 
Bibles and Protestant works, which now take 
the place, in the hands and homes of the 
people, of rosaries and scapularies; crowded 
audiences to hear the Gospel preached by 
Yitale, always beloved by the peojde, and 
■ympathized with in every step he has taken 
since he preached his farewell sermon in the 
palish church in January, 1875; empty 
condition of the once crowded parish church; 
such ^an enthusiasm of faith, that every 
member of the church may be said to be an 
evangelist ; great good from the spread of the 
lour Qerman treatises translated by the Kev. 
Karl Koeuneke; — these are some of the notes 
of this flourishing missiou. Our Treasurer 
paid a visit here in December last, and was 
received with overflowing aflection. From 
momiug to night his lips were in motion, the 
Bocca Christians having formed themselves 
into a permanent assembly. Signor Yitale's 
large house could not contain the people, 
who were of every rank. The dvic and 
governmental authorities were all present, 
and expressed their joy in seeing a member 
of the Evangelization Committee, which had 
benefited the town so much. They hoped the 
spaciouB new church would soon be ready, for 
the whole town and countryside were in favour 
of the Gospel movement. On his arrival and 
departure, the escort of mounted guards and 
guides with torches, of willing helpers and 
sympathetic friends, formed quite an Oriental 
scene. 

CITT OF BOlfK. 

The Gospel is making wonderful advances 
in the city of Rome. This is all the more 
remarkable when the religious ignorance of 
the people and the abundant means at the 
disposal of the Papacy are taken into account 
The Free Italian Church stands in a most 
prominent position on the St. Angelo Square, 
where martyrs have shed their blood for the 
cause of Christ. It is imder the eyes of 
cardinals and prelates, who all come and go 
by the St. Angelo Bridge to the Yatican. A 
few years ago the galleys or the Inquisition 
would have been the fate of the membership 
of the obuTcb, which is now always cxowd^ 



with above 200 persons^ even when the 
eloquent Gavaxzi is not preadiing. Twenty- 
two converts were admitted to the communioii 
in 1878, and nine joined the ranks of cate- 
chumens. And, despite all Papal enmity 
and opposition, the church is sympathized 
with by all the liberal and good dtiseoa ; itia 
protected by the authorities ; so that not the 
slightest disturbance, nay, the loudest ap- 
plause, takes place when Gavazzi, on Wednes- 
day evenings, is thundering his tarathful 
blasts against the Pi^mcj across the way. 
We may well exclaim, ''What hath God 
wrought ! This is the Lord's doing ; it is 
marvellous in our eyes." The monthly 
reports furnish ample evidence of xeally 
spiritual success. 

THIBOIiOOIOAL COLLBGX AT BOMB. 

The session was solemnly inaugurated in 
November last, with sixteen studenta, other 
three studying under one of the evangdists ta 
the South. There are four teachers in the 
theological and three in the undeigzadoato 
department. Signor Gavaxzi gave a splendid 
address to the students on the objc^ im 
portance, and manner of their studiefli AH 
the heads of Italian missions resident in 
Rome — the Beva Drs. Yemen and Taylo^ 
Messrs. Wall and Piggott — took part in the 
proceedings, as well as Dr. Murray Mitchell 
and other strangers. The Rev. Mr. McDougiUy 
of Florence, was in the chair. The collegs 
has cost us much money and energy, but it is 
worth them all, for here is the future of oar 
work, and of much more than the work of the 
Free Italian Church. 

Signor Gavazzi writes: ''The college has 
already the look and the on-going of an old 
institution, and advances to perfection. The 
students are of considerable promise, and 
some of them, in both departments, display 
superior talent, and, if it please God, wUI torn 
out excellent ministers of the Word." 

TABAMTO. 

The Evangelist Colalti has needed to aim 
himself with patience. The priests are foriow 
at the st^dy progress of the GoepeL Evoy 
kind of opposition is brought to bear. Stones 
are constantly thrown at the church door. 
Evangelical servants are turned out of their 
places, and labourers are deprived of woriL 
Here, as at Albano and Bari, and elsewhere^ 
the greatest difficulties have been enconnteied 
in finding suitable places of woiahip and 
houses for the evaogelista. The local ofcKuehei 
and the committee have been caused mnfih 
anxiety in this matter, for the clerical partj 
^ has sought to influence the minds of land* 
\oid!^ ttck «a \A caaX \ha Qosiiel wodL §aA 
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foom these towns. After long waiting and 
mach piaying, howerer, these petty yet 
powerful artifices have failed. One of the 
members of committee has lately visited 
Taranto, and been witness of the success of 
the evangellBt and the number of young men 
vho have embraced the truth. 

UDLNl. 

Here the church has grown in numbers 
and improved in regularity of attendance, 
very much on account of the greater attention 
of Signor Zucchi to pastoral work, and the 
limiting of his extraordinary evangelistic 
gifts in the mountains of Friuli, to week-days. 
It is not possible to exaggerate the value of 
biB preaching tours. His house is daily 
visited by peasants from the hills, earnest 
and stout-hearted, who carry away Bibles 
and tracts. One of the members of committee 
vras lately witness of the strength and unity 
of the church, as well as of the frequent 
visits of strangers from a distance. Two of 
these happened to be at the meeting during 
this visit. One was a hale old man of 
seventy from Porchetto, who was so moved 
that he could not speak, but grasping the 
visitor^s hand in one of his, and raising his 
eyesy swimming with tearsy to heaven, he 
pointed with the other hand in the same 
direction. 

Signor Zucchi was lately visited by some 
of the most influential inhabitants of a 
certain town, who, with much simplicity and 
fliiioere conviction, expressed their nausea of 
Catholidsm and their hearty fedth in the 
Gospel. They begged the evangelist to estab- 
lish a church in their city, and promised to 
cover all the expenses. 



FROTESTAKT BCnOOLS. 

A letter has been published from the Car^ 
dinal Vicar of Bomei in which his Eminence 
eomplains bitterly of the existence in Bome 
of Protestant sdiools, supported chiefly by 
foreign money. He reproaches the enemies 
of the Church with wishing to spread the 
false principles of Protestantism in Bome, and 
to miJie Bome the centre of heterodox propa- 
ganda in Italy. While, proceeds the letter, 
great liberty is thus conceded to a heterodox 
church, it is sought to prevent the develop- 
ment of the Catholic Church. The Cardinal 
adds that the Pope has appointed a Vigilance 
Committee for the purpose of increasing and 
improving the Catholic schools, and appeals 
to the clergy and nobility to give subscriptions 
for this object. The Pope has made a 
donation of 100,000fr. to the fund for ex- 



tending and improving the Boman OathoHc 
schools in Bome. 
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TAKING THB VXIL PROHIBITED. 



At Snlmona the police authorities have 
interfered and prevented a young Sienese 
lady, named Amelia Frati, from entering the 
Order of the Celestines under the name of 
Sister Maria of the Cross at the moment the 
ceremony of taking the veil was about to be 
consummated. It appears that a few months 
ago some French Oelestine monks and nuns 
had establiahed themselves at Snlmona, with 
the view of reviving the veneration for the 
spot where the founder of their order, the 
hermit Pietro da Morrone, afterwards Pope 
Celeatine v., had his cave, and where the 
ancient abbey is now a penitentiary. As 
both ^e monks and nuns appeared to limit 
their work to educational matters, they were 
in no way interfered with ; but, presuming on 
the liberty accorded them, the nuns ventured 
not only on adding a new votaress to their 
number, but sent out senu-public invitations 
to the ceremony. The great hall in Palazzo 
Sardi they had rented was filled with speo^ 
tators. The celebration of mass had termi- 
nated, and the ceremony of taking the veil 
had just commenced, when the Procurator del 
B^ accompanied by his secretary, a carbineer, 
and a delegate of police, interrupted the pro- 
ceedings. Ascending the altar-steps, the Pro- 
curator del B& declared the function to be at an 
end, and that, the religious order being pro- 
hibited in Italy, he dissolved the assembly in 
the name of the law. No resistance was 
offered. It is stated that these French 
monks and nuns have been ordered to leave 
Sulmona. 

BUTINO CONVBBTB. 

There ara institutions in Bome which pay 
a fixed sum to proselytes. The following 
facts, related in a letter from that city, show 
how they work : "A poor family pressed by 
want was tempted by the three or four hun- 
dred dollars they would receive from the 
Conservatory of the ' Catecumeni' to enter it. 
But before receiving baptism they repented 
and desired to leave it, but their request was 
denied, and it was only by the intervention 
of the Quutvra that they were liberated. A 
father had been converted in the same way, 
but afterwards returned to his first religion — 
probably the Jewish, although the account of 
this fact does not say so. He had left two 
little girls of three and seven years of age 
with the sisters of this Conservatory, the 
children having also been converted for 
twenty dollars each. In consequence of his 



140 



SyAKGEUOAL CH&UT£MDOM. 



pbrum 



own change of opinion, thiB man wished to 
xeclaim his children, bnt the Biaten refiued 
to give them np. Thej refuaed the order of 



the police, and also of the conrtBy and it wm 
only when threatened b j the public fbioe thil 
they resigned them.* 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Gom8pondeiit.1 
, Prussia, April 15, 1879. 

J0¥ AND 80BB0W IN THB ROYAL FAMILT. 

v/Smce my last letter our Emperor has 
cd^brated his eighty-second birthday, and 
received again numerous testimonies of the 
love and esteem with which he is regarded 
throughout (Germany. On the 1 1th of June 
the Emperor and Empress will celebrate 
their golden wedding ; and as the Emperor 
feared that numerous presents might be 
offered for his acceptance, he has expressed 
his desire that nothing whatever should be 
given to him personally on the occasion, bat 
that all those who wish to give something 
should give the same to some beneyolent ob- 
ject All our religious and other charitable 
institutions are consequently trying to make 
the best of the occasion, and are seeking to 
obtain special gifts on the 1 1th of Jane. Soon 
after the Imperial birthday and the other 
happy day which united once more mem- 
bers of the Royal Families of England and 
Prussia by the closest ties, our nation shared 
with our Royal Family in a great sorrow. 
Prince Waldemar, third son of the Crown 
Prince and Crown Princess, a boy gifted with 
many promising qualities, died at the age of 
eleven. 

OUR PARLIAMBNT 

has taken four weeks' holidays for the Easter 
recess. Before leaving the capital, Mr. Wind- 
thorst, the leader of the Ultraniontanes, had, 
at his request, an interview with Prince Bis- 
marck. The object was, as is said, to make 
arrangements for the dowry of the Queen of 
Hanover. The mere meeting of the two an- 
tagonists, the first interview after eight years, 
is an interesting fact, and as such it has 
been regarded by the whole press. It would 
be premature to draw the conclusion that any 
peace with Rome is near at hand, yet one 
cannot believe that the two statesmen may 
not have touched other questions during 
their conference than that on which they met 

ST. James's parochial council 
has now elected Mr. Werner, hitherto at 
Guben, as their pastor. He is a member of 
the Protestanten-Verein, but prudent withal, 
and not so directly antagonistic to orthodox 
rieir5 aa some others. So it remains to be 



believing members of the congregation will 
have the same effect as on the two former 
occasions. 

MR. kalthoff 

has now entered on another line of policy 
since the State Tribunal for Eccleaiastied 
Affairs has rejected his complaint. He nov 
preaches separation from the Church. Hui 
little agrees with the views geneiallj held bj 
<< Liberal " Protestants. They know bat too 
well that belief in the Bible may sustain aa 
independent church, but that mere negtHm 
will never enable a congregation to make thi 
sacrifice necessary to render it aelf-supportimi 
The local committee of the Proteetantoh 
Verein at Berlin has found it neceaaaxy to 
declare publicly that the asaodation, aa aod^ 
does not approve of Mr. EalthoflTa action. 
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THE *' MIRACLES" OF MARPINaKSr 

have been the subject of a long legal invert i 
gation at Saarbriicken. Not leas thim 1 70 vife- 
nesses were examined. The acenaed woe 
all acquitted, because it could not be prored 
that the fraud was committed with the in- 
tention of obtaining money. Yet the pro- 
ceedings left no doubt that the appearance of 
the Virgin and all the other miracles wen 
not even visions, but a direct fraud. The 
matter certainly throws a wonderful light oa 
the '' enlightened Catholicism" of Germany. 

C0X7NT ROON, 

who was at the head of the War Department 
of Prussia from 1859 to 1873, died Uit 
month. That the man who reorganised the 
Prussian army, and enabled it to win the 
great victories of 1866 and 1870, will always 
maintain a prominent place in our national 
history, is but natural; but his death is 
noticed by all our religions papers. He wh 
not only a man of the sword, but had also a 
knowledge of the sword of €k>d'8 Word. 
St. Matthew's Church, in BerUn, knew him ai 
one of the most regular attendanta on public 
worship ; and it is of unquestionable impoitr 
ance when men in high places show that tluj 
are not ashamed to be known as serranti of 
God. 

RBLiaiOnS WORK. 

The attempt has been made thia winter, at 
Stuttgart, to deliver public lectures on the 
fundamental principles of religion, for those 
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immortal?" '*I8 it xeaaonaUe to piay?" 
and aimilar themes were seleeted. The an- 
Tunally large attendance proves that the idea 
la a good one. In Berlin some Christian 
friend are opening a '^Chnstian pnblio- 
lionae/' in which no liquozs are sold, bat tea 



and coffee only. The andertaking is yet 
too new to jadge of its saccess. 

The Sunday Association at Dacherow, in 
Pomersnia, has again forwarded a petition 
to the Government to diminish the Sunday 
traffic on railways. 
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AUSTRIA. 

SUPPRESSION OF FREE PROTESTANT CONQREaATIONS.* /£' ^ 

[From a Conreipondeiit] foand reason for objecting to their chaxfifm^ ' ^Z 

•y Aostria, April 6, 1879. or tendency. So anzioos were those att^kid'? r^^Xc"' 

ing the meetings to avoid all caose of obupt^^^^'^ 
plaint, that in tiie pablic meetings never, ani*' 



Those who are hoping to hear of the pro- 
gress of religions liberty in Anstria will be 
saddened by the perusal of the following 
fscts. SmdA gatherings of the people to read 
the Bible, sing, and pray together, have, as a 
general rule, till quite recently, been tacitly 
allowed. The exceptions to tlus rule have been 
supposed to be due to arbitrary dedsions of 
local authorities. The laws on the subject 
are, indeed, ambiguous, but can, without 
forcing, be interpreted in favour of such 
gatherings; and as the police have had 
more than one proof that evenings thus spent 
produce far better fruits than the almost uni- 
versal carousing and dissipation in public- 
houses, it was hoped that no general inter- 
ference would tekB place. All at once 
this hope has been bitterly disappointed. 
The blow fell first in Prague. In this aty, 
for more than a year, public meetings of a 
religious character have been held under the 
'* Meeting Law/' so called, which provides 
that every meeting shall be announced three 
days before it is to take place, and that 
nothing in the progress of the meeting shall 
offend against morality nor the public order. 
At each one of these meetings a police com- 
missioner was present, who was required to 
make his report to the Governor as soon as 
the meeting closed. During all this time not 
the least exception has been taken by the 
authorities to anything done or said at these 
meetings. On the contrary, more than one 
official has testified that if such meetings 
could be multiplied, crime would propor- 
tionally decrease. These meetings are now 
prohilnted. There have also been held in 
various parts of the dty, for about five years, 
smaller gatherings of a similar character. 
These were held in private dwellings, and 
those attending weie personally invited. 
Different members of the police force have, 
from time to time, visited them, but never 



in the private ones veiy seldom, were children 
of a sdiool age allowed to be present, though 
it was, and is still, believed that the law does 
not sanction any restriction of this character. 
These gatherings have all been prohibited, 
and the strictest orders given to the police 
not to allow anything of the kind within 
their respective departments The ground 
on which these prohibitions rest is a late 
decision of the Governor of Bohemia, which 
declares that freedom of conscience and 
worship— which, in so many words^ the fanda« 
mental law of Austria grants to every person 
— ^is to be understood, in the case of such as 
belong to a church not recogniaed in Austria, 
simply as the right of family worship ; and 
that the law is violated when a single pers(m 
from outside the family, invited or tminvited, 
chances to be present at family prayers^ 
as well as when the police allow a public 
meeting in which there are singing, prayer, 
reading the Bible, and religious addresses. 
Whether a religious lecture without singing 
and prayer would be allowed has not yet 
been tested. It is said that the object of ^is 
step is to force all religious societies to 
present their creed to the Government, that 
it may know what is taking place and make 
the necessary regulations. But some peasants 
in a neighbouring village presented their 
articles of faith to the Ministry about a year 
ago, with a request to be allowed to meet, 
and no answer has yet been given them. 
These peasants have been persecuted during 
the whole time ; their meetings, though con- 
sisting nearly always of less than fifteen 
persons^ have been Ivoken up every Sabbath, 
and they have suffered other serious trials 

The same thing that has been done in Prague 
and vicinity has been done in Vienna, and 
perhaps in other places. When one considers 



I* Some of tbe facts stated aboTS have already found a place ia our pages. Tbe commimication which 
we now give, however, and which comes to na dizect from an cye-witneas, wiU be foond not only to 
ooniirm the aocnnusy of what has already appeared on the authority of a oo n te np o i ary, but to prsseat 
the whole esse under its latest phase.] 
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tbese facts, and tliat the circalation of tbe 
Bible and religious literature by colportage 
is virtually prohibited, at least in Bohemia, 
some idea will be gained of the real amount 
of religious freedom enjoyed in Austria. 
And as these late orders seem to have had 
their origin with the central Government, the 
hope of those who had appealed against 
former oppression, and of those who will now 
appeal against the new oppression, is rendered 
fkint indeed. 

There is in Austria a large and constantly- 
increasing number of persons who cannot 
conscientiously remain in connection with 
the Boman Catholic Church, and who shrink, 
for good reasons, from entering the recog- 
niied Protestant churches. No way is left 
open to them but to worship Qod according 



to the dictates of their own eonseiences, outnde 
of the recognized churches. These aie genn^ 
ally persons of little wealth, and of little cr 
no political influence. Is it not poMible fat 
Christians in other lands to set in openilMi 
forces by which a moral preesore shall bt 
brought to bear upon the Austrian Govern* 
ment, so as to induce it to give its citizeni 
those rights granted them by their own Gon- 
stitution, and by the enjoyment of which 
they will become better citizens and better 
men ? Certain it is that, in this their time 
of need, these poor people are looking with 
anxiety to their more favoured brethren it 
other lands for all the help they are able Is 
render, and especially that they wUI n- 
member them constantly at the throne of 
grace. Let their case not be foi^ttoi. 



TUEKEY. 

AMONG THE TAURUS MOUNTAINS. 



In a large missionary field like that of 
which Harpoot, in Eastern Turkey, is the 
centre, with sixty or seventy out-stations, 
the best interests of the work require that a 
good deal of time be spent in making tours, 
although, during the last two or three years, 
the country has been in such an unsettled 
state that visits to some of the more distant 
parts of the field, which lie among the 
Koords, have been rather infrequent. To- 
wards the close of last year, however, Dr.'H. N. 
Bamum, of Harpoot, who had been planning 
a visit to some of the towns south of the 
Taurus^ was informed by the Pasha that he 
would give him a soldier, and that the 
journey could be safely made. Miss Bush, 
one of the teachers in the Female Seminary, 
courageously decided to accompany him. We 
quote from a letter by Dr. Bamum in the New 
York Observer an account of his journey. 

Our road lay across four ranges of moun- 
tains. At the- tope of the mountains we 
would rise above the clouds and get a glimpse 
of the bright, warm sun ; then again for two 
or three hours we would grope our way 
through the dense, damp fog, and then on 
descending into a deep valley we would seem 
to be shut up in a bowl, with the mountains 
closing us in on every side, and the clouds 
above for a cover. The sides of the moun- 
tains are very steep and rocky, and although 
our horses were very sure-footed, and accus- 
tomed to rough roads, we often dismounted 
and walked, for in many places a mis-step 
would hurl the rider a long way upon the 
Tocka helow, 1 once saw a poor horse on 



road into the valley below, in his deiA 
struggles. 

These mountains are stndded over with 
little Koordlsh villages, althougji then is 
very little arable land. Some of thaee 
villages are almost inaccessible. The Kooidi 
very much prefer the mountains to the 
plains. With a flock of goats, a little coszM 
grain like com and millet, and a plenty of 
wood, with a chance to rob a traveller now 
and then, tliey are contented and happy. We 
saw here and there bare-footed women, bowed 
down under great loads of brush and wood 
which they were carrying to their low, rods 
huts, which they call home. 

After a two days' ride, we reached Choon- 
koosh, where we remained three daya Thii 
is a town of some 4,000 Armenians and 
2,000 Turks. A Protestant church was 
organized here nine years ago. It is the 
gem of these mountains. The first pastor 
died about three years aga During the ptit 
Bunmier they secured another pastor, a yooBg 
man of energy and promise. The peopk 
are ' now scattered a good deal among the 
villages; and yet on the Sabbath there w 
a congregation of 250. In the winter it 
is more than 400. About 100 wqnw 
were drawn to the meetings which Miss Boek 
held. It was the first opportunity thej hai 
enjoyed of being addressed by an ^»"*Biff» 
lady. 

We happened to be in Ghoonkoosh at tke 
time when most of the weddings oeea& 
These take place at night, after m iiinigiifc. 
The Turks manifest their joy by filing 
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bnt as they patt along the street with lighted 
torches, they heat tamhonrines, shout and 
sing songs. The procession is led hy a hoy 
on a horse, carrying an immense honqnet 
xnade of hushes and artificial flowers. Next 
comes the hridegroom, followed hy the hride 
and her mother-in-law, all mounted. The 
bride is nearly smothered hy a thick piece of 
silk or a shawl thrown over her head, and 
she is supported on her horse hy a young 
znsn on either side. Two Protestant wed- 
dings took place the last night we were there, 
very quietly; hut Pastor Sarkis informed his 
people that as they professed to he children 
of the light, he should henceforth insist that 
their weddings should not come off in the 
dark. Children are engaged hy their parents 
while very young, even in infjBmcy. Such 
engagements are sometimes conditionally 
made hefore the children are horn! The 
Gospel, however, is a great regulator, and it is 
sure to set right social customs. Bnt there 
is no law so rigid, no evil so difficult to over- 
come in this country, as " custom.** 

Our next stage was to Chermook, a distance 
of fifteen miles. The population is ahout 
the same as Choonkoosh, only the great 
majority are Turks. There are ahout fifty 
families of Jews also. During the last few 
days a new feud had sprung up among the 
Koords in the region through which we 
passed. The road was considered very un- 
safe. At Choonkoosh I applied for a guard. 
The Gbvemor was ahsent, and his agent had 
heen arrested and taken to Maden for insult- 
ing the Catholic hiahop, and his agent said 
that there was not a single soldier or police- 
man in town. So the place was practically 
without any government. Fortunately, a 
large company, the most of them aimed, 
joined our party. We were informed that a 
party of hostile Koords were lying in amhush, 
watching for Choonkoosh people; so in the 
most dangerous parts of the way two or three 
stalwart men went hefore us, scoitfing the 
hill-tops as skirmishers. We met a good 
many armed Kooide^ hut no one offered v^ 
any violence. A party of Koordish women 
whom we met stared at us, and said, '' These 
people have hright eyes; tiiey must he Rus- 
sians. Where are our husbands and our 
sons, from whom we have heard nothing 
since they went to the war 7 " Poor women I 
You will doubtless watch and wait in vain. 
Thousands of hearts like yours, weary with 
watching, will never greet their ahsent ones 
—will never even hear when or how they 
died. There is a small Protestant congrega- 
tion in Chexmoolu A few years ago there 



was a good degree of life and activity, hut a 
" son of Belial,'^ who belonged to the congrs- 
gation, because he could not '^rule," seeks t9 



« ruin.'' 



Our next station was Argani, a town buiit 
upon the steep side of a mountain, over- 
looking the great plain of Mesopotamia and 
surmounted by a celebrated monastery of the 
"Holy Virgin,** The town was originally 
built in this singular place as a protection 
against the Arabs. The place is so steep 
that accidents sometimes occur by children 
falling from the street upon the houses below. 
We rode up to the monastery and received a 
cordial welcome from the simple-minded old 
Armenian bishop, who has lived there about 
thirty years. His servant sprinkled us pro- 
fusely with rose-water. He read to us a 
record which he had made in an old Bible 
from an ancient history, that this monastery 
was built by Thaddeus the Apostle, who built 
a thousand monasteries in Armenia I This 
saint, if tradition is true, was a mighty 
builder, for eveiy old church in all thia 
region is ascribed to him, and if he built 
a thousand monasteries, the churches will 
amount to several thousand. The uniformitj 
of the traditions respecting this apostle, how- 
ever, makes it probable that he laboured in. 
this part of Armenia. 

At Maden the mountains are full of copper. 
There is great wealth stored up in all these 
mountains, which, under any other goveroc 
ment, would be a source of large revenue; 
but the Turkish Qovemment is afraid lest 
somebody will make something out of their 
mines if leased or sold, so it retains the 
monopoly, and they are practically unworked. 
As an iUustration of this principle, I have 
heard that in ¥orthem Syria, where tha 
liquorice plant abounds, to the great detzi* 
ment of the soil, a French company, by the 
payment of an annual subsidy to the Turkish 
Government, obtained the privilege of estab- 
lishing a factory for the liquorice balls. Emp 
ployment was furnished to a laige nnmhec 
of men, women, and children; money became 
abundant, large tracts of land were redeemed 
and fitted for cultivation, all of which was a 
benefit indirectly to the Qovemment itself 
in addition to the money paid directly by the 
company ; but the Qovemment learned that 
the company was making money, and so they 
suppressed it I 

'% While we were in Maden a regiment of 
soldien came into town, and this side of the 
town we met another regiment. They have 
heen through the force of disciplining the 
Koords to the north of us; but it is aquestios 
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which zeceived the xongher treatment— -the 
KooxdB or the aoldien. These poor men were 
miserehly clad. I leain from TariooB qnartexs 
where soldiers are stationed to protect the 
people from the Eoords, that the people pray 
to be delivered from the soldiers and left to 
the tender mercies of the Koords ! 



Of ^ reform " we hare heard a good deal 
— throQgh the papers — ^but hereabouts no agn 
of such a happy change is visible. The one 
cheering thing ia that the leaven of the Qoapel 
is quietly working and preparing a few here 
and there to appreciate and help on a change 
for the better, when it shall come. 



AMERICA. 



ITALIAH OONVBRinS. 

Forty Italians were recently confirmed by 
the Bishop of New York at St. Ambrose 
Church, in that city, the latest fruit of the 
Italian Mission in connection with the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church which was estab- 
lished six years ago. It is said that the 
mission is about to be given up for lack of 
support 

MR. VOODT's work IN BALTIHORK. 

The Baltimore American speaks of Mr. 
Moody's work in the capital of Maryland as 
follows : ** Mr. Moody has helped very much 
to popularize the Gtoepel in Baltimore since 
he came here, and in that degree has helped 
to bring about the larger attendance which is 
noticed in almost all the churches. On the 
occasion of giving out the tickets for the 
farewell converted meeting at Monument 
Street Methodist Church, those given tickets 
who had lately joined churches or had been 
in membership some time were asked to write 
the names of their churchee on their tickets. 
These tickets, when collected, showed that 
in that one meeting eighty-nine different 
churches were represented, with an average 
of ten persons from each. Since he came to 
Baltimore, Mr, Moody has held between 3,000 
and 4,000 meetings, and if at each of these he 
reached representatives of fifty churches, it is 
easy to see how far-xeacihing has been his 
influence." 

A FROTBBT. 

A large number of the Episcopalian deigy 
of Baltimore and the vicinity have published 
a protest in respect of the "mission" recently 
conducted in Mount Calvary Episcopal 
Church, Baltimore, by Fathers Maturin and 
Torbert, of the Older of St John the Evan- 
gelist The protestants say that the Bishop, 
tiiough too sick to entertain questions in- 
volving anxiety or responsibility, has *' ex- 
pressed his sympathy with the main purpose 
of this paper and his respect for the motives 
which have prompted it'* They add : *< We 
believe that persons teaching these doctrines 
and practices of the Church of Rome should 
not be allowed to hold orders and to teach 
and to minister in the Protestant Episcopal 
Omxeh." 



FILLOWBHIP HRKTDrOS. 

During the last two winters many of the 
Evangelical churches in Hampshire and 
FranUin Counties, Massachusetts, have prac- 
tised the holding of what are cAed fellowship 
meetings. The ministers and memben of 
the various churches in seversl of the adjoin- 
ing towns come together once in two weeks 
for this purpose. They meet at half-past 
ten o'clodc in the morning, and adjourn about 
three o'clock in the afternoon, with an inter- 
mission of an hour for lunch and social 
converse. Those from a distanoei bring their 
own refreshments, except tea and coffee, which 
are provided by the people in the place where 
the meeting ia held. The meeting com- 
mences with a service of prayer and praise 
and Scripture, accompanied with brief re- 
marks by the leader. Then follows a sermon 
on some appropriate theme, which, with the 
remarks of the leader, usually give the key- 
note to the meeting. Occasionally, previously 
announced topics are discussed, but for the 
most part there is no fixed and formal order. 
There is the utmost freedom, ministers and 
laymen alike taking part ; prayer and praise 
throughout the meeting bdng largely inter- 
mingled. The time is all folly occupied, and 
the hour of adjournment arrives all too soon, 
all feeling that it has been good for them to 
be there. These gatherings have been found 
to be greatly conducive to the spiritual re- 
freshment of those who have attended upon 
them, and to the promotion of brotherly love. 
Members of different churches and denomi- 
nations thos become acquainted, and form 
friendships which death will only consum- 
mate. People flock to these meetings over 
rough and hilly roads, and in all weather. — 
New York Obaerver. 

RUIHBD BT A PRIS8T. 

The American papers give the result of a 
law-soit which has been decided at Hdyoke, 
Massachusetts. It appears that in the year 
1866 the Rev. Mr. Chiniquy, a converted 
priest, whose name is familiar to the religious 
public, preached in Holyoke, and attracted 
much attention. He drew large audiences^ 
and many French Roman Catholics went to 
hear him. Father Dufresne forbade his oon- 
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gregation from doing so, and threatened to 
exGommnnieate Whoever disolMyed his order. 
One man who kept a livery-stable (hia name 
was Parker,) wesit to hear Chiniqay, and on 
the following Sunday Father Dufresne can- 
tiooed his people to hire no horses and 
carriages of him, declaring that he would 
xefaee the Oommnnion to all who continued 
to do any business with the offending livery- 
man. The priest subsequently refused to 
officiate for those wedding and funeral parties 
that rode in Parker's vehicles. The con- 
sequence was the ruin of Parker's business. 
Parker brought a suit against the priest, 
claiming damages. The facts, as here stated, 
were conceded by the priest, but it was 
argued that the priest had simply exercised 
his right to guide his congregation, without 
sflsailing Parkei's character or doing auything 
unlawful. The judge instructed the jury to 
find a verdict for the priest, and he therefore 
escaped punishment. 

MIRACnLOnS GIFTB. 

In the State of Texas, where the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church has many mem- 
bers, several of its ministers have lately 
determined upon the organization of a new 
church. The Oumberland Presbyterian says : 
^^ These brethren have all been advocating, 
as we understand, the doctrine of perfection 



and the higher life, and we have in this 
fanatical development an instance of the 
danger of extreme views in anything. Many 
of our brethren have been inclined to accept 
this doctrine, but these sad results should be 
sufficient to cause all to consider well the 
old paths, and to hesitate before they decide- 
to give up the doctrines of God for the^ 
traditions of men. During their meetings 
visions were seen and powers of healing the 
sick were conferred, etc. They have issued 
a pamphlet containing an account of their 
fanaticid movements, in which they wholly 
exonerate their church from any responsi- 
bility in the matter. The outshoot of their 
erratic course is another church organization." 

DR. JAMBS DE KOVBN, 

Warden of Racine College, "Wisconsin, died 
recently, at the age of forty-six. He was the- 
leader of the ultra High Churchmen in the* 
Protestant Episcopal Church ; and his views- 
on the subject of the presence of Christ in 
the consecrated elements and on eucharistio 
adoration were, in the judgment of the House 
of Bishops, so questionable, that that House- 
refused to permit his elevation to the epis- 
copate, when, in 1875, he was chosen to the 
bishopric of Illinois ; and for no other reason 
he failed of an election to the bishopric of 
Massachusetts about two years before. 



fimite liMtgcnce. 



FBB8BTTERIAK CHURCH OF BNGLAND. 

On the evening of the Slst ult., the open- 
ing meeting of the Synod of the English 
Presbyterian Church wa? held at the Rev. 
Dr. Dykes's Church, Kegent Square. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Chalmers. The new Moderator for the year, 
the Rev. Dr. W. Qraham, of Liverpool, then 
took the chair, and was cordially received. 
In his address from the chair he reviewed the 
spread of Presbyterianism in England during 
the last half-century. In speaking of the 
relation of Presbyterians to other bodies, he 
said they rejoiced to be fellow-pilgrims with 
the Baptist and Congregationalist Banyan. 
As Calvinists, they would be rebuked by 
the Arminian Wesley, with his unquench- 
able love of souls ; as Protestants, the tender 
devotion of the High Church Eeble would 
ealm them ; and they would not behold un- 
moved, and without kindling sympathy, the 
Papist Newman's heroic self-sacrifice and spi- 
ritual passion. They would feel to be infinitely 
more brethren of such men than of some arid 



disputer, or of some lifeless dogmatist, eveit 
though an English Presbyterian. The fol- 
lowing day was devoted to the reception or 
reports on home and foreign missions. With 
regard to church extension, the committee 
spoke more of the consolidation of work 
already begun than of aggressive effort. Mr. 
H. M. Matheson presented encouraging re- 
ports with regard to China. The Synod 
continued its meetings daily until the even* 
ing of the 25 th ult., when its proceedings- 
closed. 

THE CONFESSIONAL. 

An important decision has been given in 
the Consistory Court of Chester. The Vicar 
of St. Margaret's, Liverpool, applied at the 
beginning of the year for a faculty in respect 
of some alterations. It was objected that 
two confessionals and a side altar had beei^ 
erected in the church without a faculty. The 
attention of the Bishop having been called 
to the subject in granting the faculty applied 
for, their removal was at the same time fom^ 
ally decreed by Chancellor Espin. 

L 
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Q KOBE PSBVEBSIOira. 

A Brighton contemporary says : '' We are 
informed that the Superintendent of the 
Sunday- schools attached to the Church of the 
Annunciation, Washington Streeti together 
with the sacristan, several choirmen, and 
ladies, have just suhmitted to the Roman 
Catholic Church, and their conversion is said 
to he mainly attrihutahle to the very extreme 
doctrines taught in the ahove-mentioned 
church. Since the defection of the St. Bar- 
tholomew clergy and lay people^ the priests 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Brighton 
have been fully employed with instruction 
for candidates for reception. The Rev. N. 
Broder, of St. Joseph's, has been so hard- 
worked that he has been obliged to give up 
duty for a short time to recruit his health. 
Rumour states that several other conversions 
may be expected shortly. Where will all 
this end r 

UNITED BELXOIOUB BBBVICEB. 

A very remarkable series of meetings have 
lately taken place in the Guildhall, Plymouth. 
They were held every Sunday evening from 
Christmas till the end of March by a com- 
mittee composed of members of dl Evan- 
gelical bodies and Nonconformist ministers. 
They were specially designed for persons who 
do not ordinarily attend places of worship, 
and in this respect have been signally suc- 
cessful. The Guildhall has been densely 
crowded, never less than 3,000 persons being 
present, and many hundreds have always 
vainly sought admittance. The Bishop of the 
diocese has expressed sympathy, and the 
chief clergy and ministers of the town have 
been present on the platform. One service 
was for soldiers, presided over by the chief 
^ officer commanding the garrison, and another 
for sailors and fishermen, the port admiral 
being chairman, and many officers being pre- 
sent. The sight has been very impressive, 
md the singing, accompanied by the magni- 
£cent organ, has been inspiriting and attrac- 
tive. The cost has been defrayed by a sub- 
scription, for which funds were freely forth- 
coming. 

^*THB BVAKOELICAL BUCCEBSIOK." 

One of the few parishes in the kingdom 
possessing the privilege — ^in this case the gift 
of Queen Elixabeth^of appointing its own 
pastor, is that of St. Stephen's, Coleman 
Street, in the City of London. The election 
by the parishioners, a few weeks ago, of a 
new Yicar, presents some features which sug- 
gest that it may be regarded as of more 
than merely local importance, and invest it 
with a aignificance all its own. The gentle- 



man thus elected is the third cleigymaa of 
the same family, in a direct line of descent, 
who has been called to fill the post which he 
now occupies. If we couple with the fact 
here stated the additional fact, equally oer- 
tain, that grandfather, father, and son have 
been all known as men holding and teaching 
£vangelic£ri^rinciples in their integrity, the 
case will yrobably be regarded as not a little 
remarkable, and as affording some indication, 
that those principles have not wholly lost the 
sway which they are admitted to have exerted 
in the past On the 12th of last month it 
was eighty years since the formation of the 
Church Missionary Society. One of its 
founders, and for twenty-one years its Secre- 
''ary, was the Rev. Josiah Pratt, who, in 
1823, was elected Vicar of St. Stephen's, 
Coleman Street. The election was, however, 
a contested one, and, at the instance of a dis- 
appointed candidate, was followed by a suit 
in Chancery, which involved the necessity of 
a second election. A second time Bfr. Pratt 
was chosen. He died in 1844 ; and a few 
days after his death his son, bearing the same 
name — the Rev. Josiah Pratt — was unani- 
mously elected to succeed his venerated fsther. 
This successor has been Vicar from that date, 
until within a few weeks ago, when he 
resigned, and the vacancy thus created was 
filled by the unanimous election of his son, 
the Rev. James Weston Pratt. Thus, in this 
case at least, in the person of one whose 
name recalls the memories of Thomas Scott, 
Richard Cecil, and Bishop Daniel Wilson, is 
" the Evangelical succession " maintained, 
and its principles transmitted unimpaired to 
the third generation. 

JEWISH GONVBRSIONB. 

Within the walls of the Episcopal Jews' 
Chapel, Palestine Place, since 1860, upwards 
of six hundred Jews publicly professed their 
faith in Christ crucified. Since December 
twenty-five adults and children were added 
to that number, and again, on a recent Sunday 
evening, nine candidates stood around the 
baptismal font of that widely-known centre 
of Jewish missionary operations. It was a 
solemn and impressive sight to see these 
descendants of Abraham, all men of mature 
age, one after another bending their knees 
and vowing love and fealty to the Saviour 
whose name they once hated, and even 
dreaded to pronounce. The ordinance of 
baptism was administered by the Rev. H. A. 
Stem. 

OBITUARY, 

Archdeacon Garbett, who had been seri- 
ously ill for some time past, died recently at 
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Ilia residence at Harstpierpoint, at the age of 
seventy-seyen. He had been in orders for 
upwards of fifty years, having been ordained 
deacon in 1827. He had held the Bectory of 
Clay ton- with- Key mer, in the diocese of Chi- 
chesteiy and he was appointed Archdeacon of 
Chichester in 1851. He was Hampton Lec- 
turer in 1842, and Professor of Poetry at 
Oxford from 1842 to 1852. Another death, 
lately announced (in his eightieth year), 
is that of the Rev. J. W. Worthington, D.D., 
for forty-two years Rector of Holy Trinity, 
Gray's Inn Road. He was many years ago 
the editor of the Foreign Quarterly and also 
of the Foreign and Colonial Review, We 
have also ^n addition to those whose names 
appear below) to record the decease of the 
Right Rev. Francis Rassell Nixon, d.d., for 
upwards of twenty years Bishop of Tasmania, 
which took place near Lago Maggiore, Italy ; 
of the Rev. Richard Waldo Sibthorpe, who 
aizty years ago was known asan eloquent Evan- 
gelical preacher, was for some time associated 
with the late Rev. Baptist Noel, but who 
seceded to the Church of Rome in 1841, 
afterwards returning to the Anglican com- 
munion, and again seceding to the Church of 
Borne ; and of the Rev. William Palmer, the 
well-known deacon of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, at the time of the Oxford movement 
(brother of Lord Selbome), who also seceded to 
the Church of Rome. 

The Rev. Dr. Harper, Principal of the 
Divinity Hall of the United Presbyterian 
Church, died at his residence in Leith on the 
13th ult Dr. Harper was ordained at North 
Leith in 1819. He was appointed Professor of 
Church History and Pastoral Theology by 
the Secession Synod in 1843, and on the 
union of the Relief and Secession Churches 
in 1847 was selected to fill the chair of 
Systematic and Pastoral Theology in the 
United Presbyterian Theological Hall. Dr. 
Harper was afterwards appointed to the posi- 
tion of Principal. He retained his connection 
with North Leith congregation up to the last, 
but another clei^gyman was associated with 
him in the pastorate in 1864. He was ap- 
}>ointed Moderator of the United Presbyterian 
Synod in 1860. He had attained the age of 
eighty-five, and was the oldest ordained 
minister of the United Presbyterian Church. 
Ever a warm friend of Presbyterian union, 
Dr. Harper witnessed two such movements 
among the Seceders, and subsequently was 
actively concerned in bringing together the 
Secession and Relief bodies under the name 
they have since borne of the United Presby- 
terian ChHTch. Indeed, he took part ia all 



the more important proceedings of the Church 
Courts with which he was connected. Dr. 
Harper repeatedly appeared before the public 
as an author. As a theologian, he held 
strongly by the accepted teaching of the 
Secession and Relief Fathers. 

The death is announced of the Rev. Mr. 
Tasker, Senior Pastor of West Port Church, 
Edinburgh. Mr. Tasker was selected by the 
late Dr. Chalmers to conduct the grand 
scheme of territorial work initiated by him 
in the West Port. For some time Mr. 
Tasker acted as missionary. In 1846 he 
was ordained, and the church was opened the 
following year. Mr. Taiiker had been in in- 
firm health for some years, and the work of the 
charge had been undertaken by his colleague, 
the Rev. Mr. Jolly. A few notes with refer- 
ence to Dr. Chalmers' great experiment and 
Mr. Tasker's work may be interesting at the 
present time. A tan-loft in the West Port 
district was shortly after the disruption 
opened for public worship, and here Mr. 
Tasker began his missionary labours. Under 
his ministry numbers were drawn to hear 
the Word preached, and by the end of the 
year the nucleus of a good congregation had 
been obtained. The establishment of a 
library, a savings' bank, a washing-houae, and 
a female industrial was followed by success 
The Echeme, which up to this time had beeii 
looked on with comparative coldness by many, 
now began to triumph. Funds were pro- 
vided so liberally that there was sufficient not 
only to build a church and school-room, but 
also to purchase and fit up a tenement of 
houses as model houses for working men. The 
building of the church was hastened on, and 
on Friday, the 19th of February, 1847, it 
was opened for public worship by Dr. 
Chalmers. The impulse given to the scheme 
by Dr. Chalmers during his life was sustained 
after his death, and under Mr. Tasker each 
year witnessed an advance. The day and 
evening schools were well attended, and 
the habit of church attendance among the 
denizens of the West Port became general 
and regular. The church was filled to over- 
flowing, and the fruits of the frugality for- 
merly pressed on the people began to appear 
in the shape of contributions by the congrega- 
tion to missionary and educational purposes. 
Mr. Tasker in every particular carried out the 
scheme of Dr. Chambers, and the result is 
now seen in one of the largest cougi;egation8 
in the city. 



The consecration of Dr. Lightfoot as Bishop 
of Durham took place on the 25th ult., in 
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Westminster Abbey, by tbe Archbishop of 
York and other prelates. The sermon was 
preached by Canon Westcott. 

The Rev. Dr. Vanghan, of the Temple, 
London, waa on the 1st nit. installed as Bean 
of Llandaff, at the Cathedral, in presence of 
the largest congregation which has assembled 
since the reopening of the baildiDg, and which 
comprised the leading inhabitants and clergy 
|rom all parts of the diocese. 

The Home Reunion Society has offered a 
prize for the best essay on '* Eirenicon for the 
Wesleyans, with prospects for present co- 
operation and a future scheme for future 
reunion with the Church of England.*' 
Three out of the four adjudicators are High 
Churchmen, and the fourth is not a Wesleyan. 

At the annual meeting of the educational 
institutions connected with the Wesleyan 
Conference, held in Exeter Hall last month, 



the report that was read ntated that the Sun- 
day-schools contained 760,000 scholars^ and 
11,750 teachers and officers. The President 
congratulated the meeting on the fnvourable 
position of Methodism with regard to educa- 
tion, as shown by the large increase in tbe 
number of scholars within the past few years. 
The following contributions towards the 
Sustentation Fund of the Protestant Churdi 
of Ireland have now been subscribed^ ac- 
cording to the Journal of the Session of 
1878, published by the authority of the 
General Synod : Contributions for 1870, 
£229,753 ; for 1871, £214,709 ; for 1872^ 
£248,445 ; for 1873, £230,179 ; for 1874, 
£257,021; for 1875, £218,499; for 1876, 
£212,095; for 1877, £197,732. Total, 
£1,808,442. The fi^-ures for 1878 are not 
3^et known, but they will probably raise the- 
fund to £2,000,000. 
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TURKST. 

A Presbyterian missionary at Monastir, writes that there are numerons signs of 
an awakening in the vicinity of that station. At Perlepe, where preaching was begnn 
last summer, large numbers have broken with the '* orthodox" faith, though not openly, and 
are diligently studying the Bible. '< Most of the Bulgarians in Macedonia," he says, ^ wha 
can read possess the Word of Qod in some form, and many of the Greeks and WallachianB 
haye the Testament in their own tongue. Hundreds of hearts have been pierced by the 
sword of the Spirit, and are not only convinced of the errors of their Church, but know the 
way of salvation. To many of these we have never had the opportunity to speak one word ;: 
but they have heard that there were American missionaries who hold to a so-called Pro- 
testant faith, and, curious to know what we believe, they have studied for themselveB. 
Sometimes I have had callers, or met men in shops, who have been Protestants for a year 
or two, who had never had an opportunity to speak to us ; and on questioning them, I had 
found that they had formed a correct judgment on fundamental truths." 

SYRIA. 

Miss Taylor, who conducts the Moslem Qirls' School in Beyrout, has sent a letter to 
the Edinburgh friends of that mission, stating that she had had a visit from Midhat Pasha's 
wife on the occasion of his Excellency's recent visit to Beyrout to begin his reforms. .The 
Pasha's wife told Miss Taylor that Midhat meant to compel all Mohammedan parents to 
send their children to school — a proposal which, Miss Taylor considered, would be a great 
service to his people. The railway to Damascus was another idea that seemed to be upper- 
most in Midhat Pasha's thoughts. 

INDIA. 

The caste prejudices of the native Christian community of Krishnager have greatly 
interfered with the work there. The He v. J. Vanghan, of the Church Missionary Society, 
is now able to report that these prejudices are being overcome, and he narrates some remark- 
able examples of the power of divine grace in this respect. Bomish priests have been at- 
tempting to make converts among the native Protestants, but with very little success. In 
one out-station — Joginda — ^they have failed to gain even a temporary footing. ''When, 
some two months ago," writes Mr. Yaughan, '^ the priest presented himself there, these good 
men at once con&onted him. * Sahib,' said they, * pray, what has led, you to invade our 
fold? ' ' I have come,' said he, * to make Christians.' ' What ! ' said they, ' are we not 
Christians? are we not disciples of Christ? have we not been baptized in His name? We 
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liave got a pastor and a church of oar own ; we don't want you, and we won't have you ; 
but if yon really want to make ChristianB, go to the thousands of heathen around, who have 
sever heard the Saviour's name.' Hereupon the priest set off to another of our villages, but 
lie found these faithful brethren at his heels ; he tried another village, but wherever he 
"went, there they were to tackle and baffle him. At last, in disgust, he beat a retreat." 

We have intelligence of the ordination, by Bishop Saigent, at Palamcotta, of nine native 
deacons and eight native priests. Thirty-five native clergy and 1,450 people were present 
on the occasion. 

The reports presented at the annual meeting of Wesleyan missionaries belonging to the 
Madras district showed an increase on last year of 103 fully accredited church members. 
During the year 190 adult heathens received baptism, and, at its close, 179 remained under 
instruction for baptism. The increase to the number of Tamil-speaking Christians is the 
largest the Wesleyan mission have ever registered in any single year. All the schools show 
<an increase in the number of scholars. These Sabbath scholars come without any compul- 
sion for the study of the Bible alone, and thus the increase shows that the opposition on the 
part of heathen parents to their children being taught the truths of Christianity is gradually 
becoming less. The same fact is brought out very strikingly in the report of the Madras 
Auxiliary Bible Society, just issued, where we learn that in the district over which the 
operations of the society are spread there ere forty-two schools, conducted by heathen 
managers, in which the Bible is used as a text-book. Closely connected with its school work 
is the Madras Christian College, in the support of which the Wesleyan mission joins with other 
missionary societies. While every society which enters into higher education at all feels 
the desirability of being able to educate at least up to their Bachelor's degree such of its 
students as may wish to proceed so far, it feels also that to establish and support a fully- 
equipped college for this purpose is beyond its means. If each society had its own college, 
there would be a vast waste of both men and women which would of necessity curtail 
mission work in other directions. If, on the other hand, there were no missionary college^ 
all students in mission schools would have to be handed over, as soon as they had matri- 
culated, to Qovemment colleges in which there is no religious instruction whatever. As 
the burden of carrying on such a missionary college cannot be thrown upon any one society, 
minor differences are waived, and it is undertaken jointly. The college now existing was 
established about fourteen years ago by the Free Church of Scotland Mission. It has steadily 
increased in size and importance, and is now considerably the largest college in South India. 
About three years ago the Free Church was joined in its support and management by the Church 
Idissionary and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies. More recently it has been joined by the 
Church of Scotland Mission, and it is hoped that during the present year the other evangelical 
missionary societies represented in South India will give it their support. A scheme for its 
more perfect development as a united college is now before the various societies concerned. 
The Madras Wesleyan district meeting most heartily approved of this scheme, and recom- 
mended it to the favourable consideration of the Missionary Society's committee at home. 
The importance of this work can hardly be exaggerated. 

One of the most interesting subjects that came before the Madras Wesleyan district 
meeting was the proposed extension of the work into the Nizam's dominions. Until a few 
years back this part of India was closed to mission work of every kind by a hostile govern- 
ment ; and thus it happens that while on every side of it missionary societies of all denomi- 
nations are at work, this great tract of country, having an area four and a-half times that of 
Ceylon, and containing five times the population, is almost destitute of mission agencies. 
The Revs. Henry Little and W. Burgess recently visited Secunderabad and neighbourhood| 
that they might see what openings for mission work were presented. Their report was one 
of great interest. They wexe received most cordially by Sir R. Meade, the British Resident 
at the Nizam's Court, who thought it not likely that missions of any kind would encounter 
much opposition so long as a man of such enlightenment and wide sympathies as Sir Salar 
Jung should be at the head of affairs. In the whole of the Nizam's dominions there are 
only two missionaries at work. These belong to the American Baptist Mission. To the 
-west and north-west of Secunderabad there is a population of between 6,000,000 and 
7,000,000 purely Telugu people, who are totally neglected. After a good deal of discussioni 
the district meeting unanimously agreed that, providing the home committee would sanction 
the extension, a missionary should be set free from other work, and should proceed at once 
to Secunderabad. 
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CETLOK. 

The annual reports from Ceylon show that the number of native Christians is now 
6,370; and the communicants 1,512. The baptisms last year were — adults, 194 ; children, 
217. There are 373 natiye agents, 222 schools, and 9,500 scholars; also 140 Sondaj- 
schools, with 2,666 scholars. The native Christians contributed to religious purposes laat 
year Its. 13,321, and from European friends there was received Rs.45,081, making 
some £2,500 raised in the island. One-half of the adult baptisms were in the Kandy 
Singhalese Mission, and 89 of these in connection with the Itinerancy, respecting which the 
Rev. S. Coles writes : " I doubt if ever there were before such a promising mission, whoae 
progress and development was retarded from lack of men." — Church Mimonary OUanar, 

CHINA. 

Not long since intelligence was received of the safe arrival in China of two veasdi^ 
each containing additions to the staff of the China Inland Mission. A third party, consist- 
ing of Mr. Taylor, the head of the mission, and six other missionaries, is now on its way to 
China. One of these not only goes out at his own charges, but assists in defraying the 
expenses of his fellow-labourers. 

Dr. Russell, Missionary Bishop of North China, in his annual report to the committee 
of the Church Missionary Society, dated from Ningpo, relates as follows an incident which 
occurred on a visit to a place in the Vong-hwd Hills : — 

Here I was brought into contact with an old gentleman^over seventy years of age, 
six feet high, veiy laige in proportion, and deaf as a poker. After trying in vain to com- 
municate to him Christian truth, by means of speaking, or rather shouting it as loud as I 
could into his deaf ears, I laid before him a copy of the New Testament, and asked him if 
he could read. " I should like to know,'' he answered, " what book I couldn't read ! Why, 
I have been a schoolmaster half my days ; and the rest I have been a physician, when I also 
read much. I can read anything." I turned to the story of the Prodigal Son, and asked 
him to read it to me. He did so, freely commenting upon it as he went along, somewhat 
as follows : — 

*'' A certain man had two sons' — well, that's just my case — 'and the younger of 
them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.' Now, that 
is queer ; why, that is exactly what my younger son has done ! ' And he divided unto them 
his living. And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.' " Here he 
put down the. book, looked at me, and said " This story exactly fits my case ; this is just 
what that scamp of a younger son of mine has done. He has just gone and spent all I gave 
him on opium-smoking. Oh ! how is it that you foreigners have brought us that dreadful 
thing which brings such misery and ruin upon us 7 " '' We deserve to be beaten," I replied ; 
'^ but go on with the story." He read on until he came to the words, ** And when he came 
to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger ! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him. 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son : make me as one of thy hired servants," — when he again put down the book, and 
told a bystander to go at once and call his younger son to him, that he too might hear the 
story. The messenger went, and after a short time returned, saying that his son could not 
come now, as he was engaged in opium-smoking. '' Oh," said the old man, staring me 
again in the face — and this time with tears trickling down his cheeks, presenting one of the 
most affecting sights I have ever witnessed in China — " oh, tell roe how it is that you 
foreigners have brought to us such a thing as this opium, which has ruined my son and 
millions of others too ? " 

<< We do indeed deserve to be beaten," I replied ; '< we are altogether inexcusable. But 
pray finish the story." 

He went on : " ' And he arose and went to his father. Bat when he was a great way 
off, his father saw him, and had compassion on him, and ran and fell on his neck [here, to 
illustrate it, he threw his brawny arms round my neck] and kissed hiuL And the son sud 
unto him. Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him.' Well, now, if that wretched son of mine would only act in this way, I too 
would treat him well. I wouldn't long leave him in his present ragged, half-naked condi- 
tion. I would gladly give him a good suit of clothes to wear, and good food to eat" 
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" Finish the story," I said. He continued, '* < and pat a ring on his hand.' Oh, no ! 
I wouldn't do that — that would he treating him with too much courtesy ; with good clothes 
and good food the scamp ought to he well satisfied.*' 

He then read the remainder of this wonderful story without much additional comment, 
when I attempted to lead him from its earthly to its heavenly meaning. Some months 
afterwards the old man succeeded in induciug his prodigal son to come to Ningpo, where hS 
was cured of opium-^mokiog hy Dr. Barchet, of the American Baptist Mission ; and our 
earnest hope and prayer is that hoth father and son may he cured of the still greater plague 
of sin hy the great Physician of souls. 

MADAGASGAB. 

A son of Canon Gregory has opened a college for native catechists and clergy, thirteen 
miles firom Antananarivo, the capital of MadsgafMuir, and has seventeen postulants. 

BA8IEBN AFBIGA. 

The Church Missionary Society's ezpeditiou, proceeding to the Victoria Nyanza hy way 
of the Nile, reached Lado, nearly opposite Qondokoro, on October 10, and after three 
weeks' stay there, arrived at Regiaf about November 7 ; consequently they were hardly 
expected to reach King M'tesa's country till early this year. The cause of delay has been 
that the Nile has been unusually high, and the immense quantity of water loosened great 
masses of reeds and papyrus, which formed floating islands and blocked up the river; 
besides which, through want of fuel, the steamer between Khartum and Lado was detained 
during the whole of September in the midst of marshes some distance south of Sobat. 

The London MissionaTy Society has just sent out another party of missionaries to 
xeinforce its mission on Lake Tanganyika. 

WBBTBRN AFRICA. 

The Rev. ComeHus De Heer, missionary of the American Presbyterian Board for 
twenty-three years at Corisco (an island on the West Coast of Africa, about fifteen miles 
from the qiainland, and directly on the Equator), has returned to the United States, and has 
been addressing meetings in Connecticut. In trying circumstances, and in a most dangerous 
climate, where the average life of a missionary is only four years, this gentleman, his wife, 
and a few co-labourers have so faithfully and hopefully laboured that they now have one 
church on the island of 139 members, another on the mainland equaUy large, and still 
another now forming. In one of Mr. De Heer^s addresses his subject was cannibalism, and as 
he told the story of his visit to one of these man-eating tribes, he held his audience spell- 
bound. When the cannibals first saw him they ran away and hid in their huts, for they 
had never seen a white man, and supposed he was a spirit risen from the ocean. When at 
last he succeeded in coaxing them around him, they, noticing his shoes, said he could not be 
a human being beca^ise he had no toes. He removed his shoes and convinced them of that 
mistake ; but when he took off his hat they all scampered away again, saying he had the 
power to take his body to pieces. Finally, he managed to get a tent full of tbem, to whom 
he preached the Gbspel. This tribe smelt iron ore and make knives, axes, razors, etc. 

The Rev. T. J. Comber, accompanied by three other missionaries, have been appointed 
by the Baptist Missionary Society to the Congo mission, and are now on their way to San 
Salvador. Mr. Comber and his colleagues took leave of the friends and supporters of the 
society at large meetings which were held for the purpose towards the close of last month. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Natal district meeting of the Wesleyan societies and mission in that colony (held 
annually) began its sittings at Pietermaritzburg on January 15, and continued in session 
until the 23rd. A correspondent of the Waichmanf who was present, writes:— 

The year has been one of great anxiety and some trouble. Political agitations and 
war among some of the native peoples have interfered with our work. Tet the meeting felt 
it had abundant reason to thank Qod our brethren have been preserved in seasons of peril ; 
our people on the whole have been faithful, and in some cases progress has been made. The 
number of members in the district is 2,469, being an increase on the year of 152, with 482 
on trial. The district missionary meeting was a great success. The Rev. J. R. Cameron, 
from Pondo Land, told that at one time he feared he would have to leave his station, and 
the country plunged in war; but the Lord kept them in peace, and the country had been taken 
over by the British, without bloodshed. During the progress of the meeting his Excellency 
Sir Bsxtle Frere, High Commissioner of South Africa, arrived, attended by the Hon. W. 
Littleton (private secretary) and the Rev. W. Stegman. Sir Bartle Freze aeknowledged his 
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feception, and taid that, though a member of the Church of England, he felt it 
duty to show hia sympathy with the Weetleyan body in their great work of leading men to 
the Saviour. He hnew something of the operadona of our Church in India and Kn g l a mij 
and was very glad to find us working with such vigour in South Africa, From what be' luid 
himself seen in Eaffirland and Natal, he could testify that our labours were of the greatest 
benefit to the country. The Bev. Mr. Stegman, of Capetown, on behalf of the Datdh. 
Beformed Church| assured us of sympathy in our work, and of joy in our Buecess. 

During the sittings of the district meeting the Chairman received a kind letter from Sx 
!Bartle Frere, saying he would be glad to see the ministers, if they could spare the time to 
wait upon him. A time having been appointed, all the ministers waited upon him at 
Cknremment House. After each minister had been introduced by the Chairman, his Excel- 
lency said he had been anxious to meet all the ministers from the various parta of the diat ri c t , 
that he might assure them of the deep interest he took in their work. No work could be 
more important than theirs ; civilization without Christianity was a mistake, and he heaxtily 
aduowledged the great and blessed work done by the agents of the Wealeyan Missionazy 
fioeiety in South Africa. He then went on to speak of Pondo Land, and of the devoted 
labours of Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins ; the latter of whom still survives, devoting herself to the 
Pondo people. He sent (through the Rev. J. B. Cameron) a most kind message to Mdl 
.Jenkins. He also sent a message to the Great Chief, requesting him to aid the missiooaij' 
in female education. Then his Excellency spoke of the Transvaal— of the people in and 
^around its border. He said he was very anxious to see a vigorous Wesleyan mission in this 
•new province, as, in his opinion, the peculiar organization of Methodiam was apedally 
adapted to meet the wants of a large new country with a scattered population. He said 
good had been done, especially on the west of the Transvaal, by the London Missionazy 
Society, but many thousands of natives on the east and north-eastern border were quite 
uncared for, and he felt we could have a fine field of labour, without any fear of interfering 
with the operations of any other church. Then he referred to Zululand. At present we were 
.unfortunately at war with the Zulus, but he trusted that at no distant period peace might 
be proclaimed. When that time came, he hoped the Churches would endeavour to give 
this fine race of people the Qospel. Some Churches had already entered the land, but bad 
'been driven forth by the king. He hoped, by-and-by, to be able to guarantee safety Ua 
life and property, when those missionaries might return; and he begged to express his fervent 
liope that the agents of the Wesleyan Missionary Society might ^so enter. He asked the 
ministers to urge upon the Missionary Committee at home the importance of this new field. 
The Bev. Frederick Mason, Chairman, thanked bis Excellency for the words of good cheer 
he had been pleased to address to them, and for the high appreciation of Wesleyan miationa 
in South Africa which he had expressed. The Bev. Owen Watkins, Secretary, informed hia 
Excellency that the committee at home was already deeply impressed with the needs of the 
Transvaal, and had resolved on beginning a new mission there. He (Mr. Watkins) would pro- 
bably be devoted to this mission, and one of his efforts would be to enter the Swazie covattrf, 
en the east of the Transvaal, where there were no missionaries. Sir Bartle Frere said, in 
«eply, that it gave him peculiar pleasure to learn that immediate action in the Transvaal was 
•eontemplated. As he was about to visit the Transvaal, he would be happy to bespeak a 
Und reception by the officers of Government for any agents we might send. He requested 
Mr. Watkins, on his arrival in the country, to write to him at Capetown, to report the 
|)fospects of the new mission, and suggest any way in which assistance could be rendered. 
He assured Mr. Watkins that any help in his power, both personal and official, should most 
cheerfully be given. The ministers, after thanking hia Excellency for his kindnees, then 
^riUidrew. 

The subject of the new mission to the Transvaal was very fully discussed, and the 
Ixreihren rejoiced greatly that the committee at home had resolved to begin this new mission. 
Thue district meeting had to be brought to a dose rather hurriedly in consequence of alaim^ 
log reports published respecting the Zulus. Some of the brethren had to leave fur theiz 
stations at once, in order to provide for the safety of their families. The very next monung 
41ia awful news of our defeat at Isandula, Zululand, was received, filling many homes widi 
moaming, and all hearts with grief. 

WEST IVDIIS. 

We learn from the accounts given by the Moravian missionaries of the disturbance in 
the Danish colony of St. Craixy that fifty-one estates there have been wrecked and tha 
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property upon them destroyed. Letters have been received from each of the three stations 
on the island. Mr. Franze writes from Friedensthal, close to Christianstadty on the north 
coast ; Mr. Bartels, from Friedensbei^, on the west coast, which may almost be described as a 
fniburb of Frederickstadt^ the scene of the first outbreak of the riot ; and Mrs. Elesel, from 
Friedensfeld, almost in the centre of the island. The brethren passed through a week of 
veiy great anxiety, and no doubt not a little danger, in spite of the reported assurance of 
the rioters that they did not intend to injure the person or property of ministers of the Qospel. 
Mrs. Elesel, a missionary's wife, after describing the alarm erected at Friedensfeld by the sight 
all along the horizon of one column of smoke after another arising^ and drawing nearer and 
nearer as the day advanced ; by the sight of carriages and horsemen huriying past the station 
in hasty flight ; and by all kinds of dreadful reports being brought in by passers-by, goes on to 
say : '* It was awful .to see the rapidity with which the conflagration advanced over the wide 
plain between here and West End, which is thickly sprinkled over with beautiful estates, 
proprietors' houses, and groves of trees. There are few soldiers in the island, and no 
militia ; so the Qovemor telegraphed to St Thomas and other islands for help, and until its 
arrival we were at the mercy of lawless men. On every estate the mob was increasing, for 
they compelled any they met on the road or in the works to join them. If they refused or 
offered to expostulate with them, or defend their master's property, they were knocked 
down. The rebels carried kerosine in carts from the plundered stores in West End, and 
dipping pieces of cane or cloths and rags in it, threw them burning on the roofs and else- 
where, thereby greatly expediting the incendiary's work. As night closed in, the conflagra- 
tions presented a terrible aspect, as they gradually approached us ; our nearest estate, not 
ten minutes' walk from us, was set on fire about ten o'clock, and the booming of the shells, 
the yells of the people, who behaved like infuriated demons, the bursting of the rum 
puncheons as the fire caught the stores, the crackling and crashing of falling timbers, were 
awful ! They went off to the south, burning as fast as possible one place after the other, so 
that our station was lighted up as if by daylight. When the three estates facing us to the 
south were burnt, and all was quiet, we got a little sleep ; but in the morning red sky and 
smoke behind the church indicated more distant conflagrations. This was on Thursday. 
By Friday judgment was beginning, for soldiers had arrived from elsewhere, and they and 
the volunteers arrested and shot people on so large a scale that no one dared to venture on 
the road. Sad to say, several of our people are implicated in these dreadful scenes, some of 
them even communicants, of whom we should not have expected it. There seems to be but 
little real stability of Christian character in these people ; to pay their money to the church 
seems to some all that can be required of them ! One young man, whom my husband was 
called to visit, said, when asked if he was prepared for death, ' I have always paid my col- 
lections,' and seemed to think that that sufficed." 

BUBINAK. 

The Bev. C. T. Dahl, Moravian missionary, expresses his thankfulness for the 
numerous attendance at his religious meetings, but adds: ''The general impression of 
the congregation was not encouraging. Many of the negroes exhibit not only carelessness 
in their external afiairs, but a similar deplorable indolence and indifference as to their 
spiritual concerns. To see this tendency increasing is a very trying experience. Hence 
proceeds the general falling-oflT in the ordinary attendance at church and speaking. 
Materialism prevails among the negroes, as among the Europeans; and, in spite of 
their innate laziness, they show a great desire for making money, and not only on 
week-days, but also on Sundays. After a few years, when thay have attained their 
end and gained a sum of money, they bid farewell to the troublesome work on the planta- 
tions and the religious supervision of the church, which to some is no less burdensome, and 
invest it in the purchase of some land, either in the rapidly increasing environs of Para- 
maribo, or on an abandoned estate in an unknown district of the country, inaccessible to 
Christian influences. In this way the number of persons in my chai^ on nine estates has 
during the last eighteen months decreased by one hundred." Mr. Dahl gives the following 
account of one of his visits (which are at intervals of six weeks) to an ** out-of-the-way 
plantation " : ^ Resolutie is one of the largest sugar estates, and lies on the right bank of 
the River Surinam, close to its mouth. After one hour's sail in the boat in pouring rain, I 
recently arrived there soon after 8 A.M., and was politely welcomed by the manager. At 
the great house I was, as usual, accommodated with a comfortable room, where I could 
change my clothes, while the tin box containing the books, etc., for divine service was con* 
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veyed to tlie xather lemote place of meeting. After waitiiig aome time In the empt j chnTch, 
I was able to commeDce the meeting about half-paat nine o'clock. It oonsiated in a pottion 
of Scriptare, hjmn, prayer, and aermon, followed by oonyeraation on spiritual eabjectSy the 
ezaniination of the ^nich-books, the collection of the contribntiona of the congx^atioDy and, 
finaUy, confidential conversation with the commnnicanta. Alter dinner I catechized the 
people, and then continued the reading of the history of our Lord's Passion, concluding with 
singing and prayer. Even on this large and thriving plantation the congregation^ formerly 
large and flourishing, has dirindled down in numbesB, and the few are sadly cumbered with 
the affiurs of this life and the deoeitfalnesa of riches. As the negroes leave the plantation, 
the laboup-supply is recruited by Chinamen and coolies, who are unfortunately very inac- 
oearible to the QospeU" 

HXW OUIBSA. 

On January 9, the London Missionary Society's steamer EUangowan arrived at Thurs- 
day Island, in Torres Straits, with an English boy and a Chinaman, the only survivors of a 
party of seven, the rest of whom had been murdered by the natives on the south-east coast 
of New Guinea. This party had been trading and prospecting along the coast for some six 
months, and are said to have been the original gold-prospecting party from Cooktown. The 
natives in question announced their intention of killing and eating all the white men who 
landed in their district. 

AUBTBALIA. 

The Maloga Aboriginal Mission, New South Wales, is prospering. The Superintendent 
writes, under date of January 21 : *' Yesterday a Christian minister, who is labouring for 
the^Master in the far interior, accompanied me to the Movia Lakes. About fifty blacks are 
encamped here. They received us with words of welcome, and hearty shaking of the hand. 
After conducting a service among them, and questioning the believers as to their faith and 
trust in Jesos, our visitor baptized fourteen of them. It was a season of great solemnity. 
Numbers of white people and old blacks from the camp stood by astonished at the strange 
fright." 

The Government of Victoria, evidently recognizing the advantages of a mission station 
for the natives, are taking steps to induce all the blacks who have not hitherto done so to 
settle down under the influence of the Moravian missionaries. With this view, the brethren 
Hagenauer and Kramer have been requested to undertake a journey in the district through 
which the River Murray passes, and do all they can to attract the natives to the stations. 
This journey has probably been accomplished in the month of January. In the report of 
the congregation at Ramabyuck for the psst year, received from Mr. Hagenauer, we read : 
" It is very remarkable that whilst the total aboriginal population of Victoria has decreased 
by one-half since Ramabyuck was established, the number belonging to this station has nearly 
remained the same ; this has likewise' been the case at Lake Tyers, the other mission station 
in Qippsland. The number of our church members has increased during the year, so that 
there are now fifty-five baptized people, of whom twenty-one are communicants, and thirty- 
four children. Our missionary labours may be classified under three di£ferent head& First, 
the preaching of the Gospel, which is the main object of the mission. This is done in the 
regular ministration, at public services, both on Sunday and at morning and evening meetings 
of each day during the year. The effect of Christian teaching has been very marked in the 
whole native population brought into contact with it, but, of course, more especially with 
those who have been converted through the Gospel. The second branch of nussionary 
operations is the training and education of the children. Besides the religious teaching, the 
children receive four hours' daily secular instruction. The boys work in garden and field, 
when out of school, and the girls learn housework. The third and also very important branch of 
our work is the outward management of the station in connection with the Aboriginal Board, 
including the employment of all the natives in useful and remunerative labour. They are 
trained to habits of industry and cleanliness, and taught to put their religion into practice, 
so that they may from their own experience know that ' godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having the promioe of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.' It need 
scarcely be observed that much of our time has to be devoted to the temporal afiisirs of the 
station ; but without this arrangement no permanent good could be effected with and for the 
blackn. We feel thankful for this opportunity of assisting their advance in civilization, in 
the hope that some day they will become independent of Government aid, and be able to 
manage their own affairs. Very considerable progress has been made with the cultivation 
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of anowiooty hope, and other fnodocta. The whole Bettlemenfe has a pleasing appeaianoe, 
with its two rows of cottagiss, the church, school, orphan-house, and missionary's residence 
in the centre. Another great improvement, it is expected, will soon be accomplished by 
ainking several water-tanks and irrigating by steam machinery the arrowroot and hop 
grounds. The land belonging to the station is substantially fenced and stocked with cattle; 
it promises soon to give a good return, and already supplies the natives with fresh meat for 
their households. As another example of progress in the right direction, I may mention 
that already three of the native women have supplied themselves with sewing machines, 
and one family has even advanced so far as to purchase a nice cottage harmonium ; many an 
erening their tidy homes are enlivened by music and singing, — a striking testimony of the 
great change from their former miserable, wandering life to the enjoyment of civilization and 
pxacucal religion.** 
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M. LoTSON, better known as Father Hya- 
ointhe, has just brought out a brochure setting 
forth the doctrines of the New Catholic per- 
suasion. This little work is divided into five 
parts, comprising — ^first, Rejection of Papal 
Infallibility; second, Election of Bishops by 
the Clergy and their Congregations; third, 
Celebration of the Liturgical Offices and Bead- 
ing of the Bible in the National Tongue; 
fourth. Marriage allowed to Priests; and fifth. 
Liberty and Morality of Confession. M. Loy- 
son's new church, in the Bue Bochechouart, 
continues to be well frequented. 

EvANOELic^L Society of Qsnbva. — A 
recent circular of this institution states that 
the Theological College has sustained a loss 
of a profoundly sorrowful description in the 
person of Monsieur £. Binder, one of its 
oldest professors. Bom at Geneva in 1849, 
Eberbardt Binder prosecuted his studies in 
the College of the Evangelical Society, and, 
after he had been ordained to the ministry, 
left, in 1844, for Flo];ence, where, for seven 
years, he divided his energies between the 
pastorship of the Swiss Church and the direc- 
tion of the Institute of Pires de Families a 
kind of Protestant seminary. On his return 
to Qeneva, in 1851, he was almost im- 
mediately called upon to fulfil the functions 
of Professor, and was afterwards appointed 
Principal in the Preparatory College. At 
the same time he commenced in the Theo- 
logical College a course of exegesis on the 
New Testament. Exegetic Professor of the 
New Testament, and of sacred writings, he 
continued to instruct in Latin, Greek, and 
temporarily in philosophy, in the Preparatory 
College. M. Binder^s instruction was charac- 
terized no less by integrity than zeaL Not- 
withstanding the strictness of his orthodoxy, 
it did not interfere with his liberality towards 
views opposed to his own. Long will the 



remembrance of the hours passed in the 
modest study of the learned Professor remain 
graven on the hearts of those who went there 
in quest of counsel and salutary direction. 
*' His loss," says the circular before us, " leaves 
a void in the Theological College which can- 
not be filled. Another may take his place, 
but no one can replace him. The qualities 
in the heart of M. Binder proved him to be 
one of those rare men sometimes lent to us 
by Gk)d, but of whom the number is, alas ! 
too limited." Beferring to the departments 
of evangelization and colportage, the circular 
says : '' It is no longer a question of doubt. 
The present moment is exceptionally favour- 
able in France for the preaching of the Gospel 
and the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures. 
Such is the impression produced from the 
report of M. Dardier, the director of our col- 
portage, after a journey made in the West of 
France in company with M. B^veillaud.^' 
This statement is corroborated by copious ex- 
tracts from correspondence. The forty-eighth 
annual meeting of the society is announced 
for the 19th of June, in the Chapel of the 
Oratoire, Geneva. 

PB0FE88OR HoBEB, who led the Old Ca- 
tholic movement in Bavaria, has just died, at 
the comparatively early age of forty-nine. 
He was one of the authors of the renowned 
'* Janus," the most effective bolt launched at 
the Vatican Council which decreed the in- 
fallibility of the Pope. His '^ Johannes 
Scotus Erigena" was a valuable contribution 
to the mediiBval theology and philosophy; 
and one of his latest works was an able refu- 
tation of the teaching of Darwin. In 1873 
he published his final attack upon the Order 
of the Jesuits. He will be much missed by 
that party of Continental Beformers in which 
he was one of the two most learned and 
illustrious leaders. 
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The Bishopric of Montbeal. — Arch- 
deacon Sweatman, a highly respected repre- 
Bentative of the Evangelical school, has been 
elected to the important Bishopric of Toronto 
— a fact the more noticeable as it occurs im- 
mediately after the election of another leading 
Evangelical, Dr. Bond, to the see of Montreal, 
in succession to Bishop Ozenden. For past 
years Toronto has been under High Church 
rule. The former Bishop, Dr. Strachan, is 
described as an ^ old-fashioned High Church- 
man, with a determined will which nothing 
could withstand.** The diocese was then 
High Church. He set over his new 
Trinity College as Provost a Dr. Whitaker. 
From that time troubles began. There 
was a threatened extinction of Evangelical 
teaching, while Romanizing doctrine and 
Bomnnizing practices were distinctly gaining 
ground. In tlus emergency the laity, with 
a few of the more faithful of the clergy, took 
the matter into their own hands, and a Church 
Association was formed, comprising many of 
the most eminent laymen in the diocese. 
The result is that not only has Romanizing 
and Ritualistic practices been checked, but 
Dr. Whitaker, the High Church dignitary 
named above, who was put forward as a 
candidate for the vacant bishopric, with the 
support of four-fifths of the clergy, was com- 
pelled to retire from the field, in consequence 
of the determined opposition of the laity. A 
protracted struggle has ended in Archdeacon 
Sweatman being elected Bishop of Montreal, 
and thus one more Evangelical Churchman 
adorns the order of bishops in " the largest 
and wealthiest of our Canadian cities, and 
the most English — the seat of the Legislature, 
and, in point of intelligence and culturey the 
first city in Canada." 

" An Examplb op BaoTHEBLT Unity." — 
The Rev. James Bickford, a Wesleyan minister 
returning to Australia, writes from Ceylon, on 
his way thither, that he had had, as feUow- 
passengersy on board the Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Company's steamer. Dr. Stanton, Bishop 
of North Queensland, and the Rev. Mr. Plume, 
his Chaplain. After the Bishop joined the 
vessel at Suez, the services were divided 
between himself, his chaplain, and the Wes- 
leyan minister. " At first," says Mr. Bick- 
ford, '< 1 politely declined to take any public 
part in these sacred exercises, because of the 
precedence which I know the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company give to Anglican ministers 
over those of other Christian denominations. 
But the Bishop would not accept a refusal, 
saying that it was of the greatest importance 
that we should show to the passengers an ex- 



ample of brotherly unity in conducting these 
services. So that, since then, each of us in 
turn has preached and read the lessons or 
prayers as arranged beforehand. On Sunday 
last it fell to my lot to preach, which I did 
to an attentive audience. At the close of the 
sermon the Bishop gave out an appropriate 
hymn and pronounced the Benediction." 

The Russian Stnod has presented a peti- 
tion to the Czar, calling his attention to the 
" alarming " increase of Dissent in South 
Russia, and particularly of the Protestaot 
Evangelical sects. One of the latter, the 
Stundists, has recently asked permission to 
hold a congress at Mariopol this spring, 150 
delegates from various districts expressing 
themselves in readiness to attend it 

The Russian CLB&aT. — The European 
Meuenger of St. Petersburg, in an article on 
the Russian clergy, says that the total num- 
ber of persons in holy orders in the Russian 
Empire is about 100,000. Assuming that 
each clergyman has a family of three persona, 
the total number of persons belonging to the 
clergy (exclusive of the members of monastic 
institutions, who are not allowed to marry) is 
400,000. The writer expresses surprise that, 
although it appears from the Report of the 
Procurator-General of the Holy Synod that 
the receipts of the Synod amounted on the 
1st of January, 1878, to about 26,000,000 
roubles yearly, nothing has been done to 
ameliorate the condition of the poor cleigy 
in the rural districts Of the above sum 
10,000,000 roubles is contributed by the 
State. There are now in Russia 420 cathe- 
drals, 38,302 churches, and 12,408 chapels; 
and the European McBsenger suggests that it 
would be better to do something for the 
poorer clergy than to build 423 new churches 
a-year, as has been hitherto the case. ** In 
order that the immense revenues of the 
Russian Church might be more equitably 
distributed and applied in a rational manner^ 
it would be necessary to separate the Church 
from the State, and to give the former entire 
independence, from an administrative point of 
view. Under the present organization one 
can hardly expect any improvement in the 
condition of the clergy, any extension of the 
moral influence on society, or any strengthea- 
ing of their authority over the people.** Paas* 
ing to the other portions of the report, the 
writer says that it shows the translation of 
tbe Bible into -Russian was only begun in 
1856, and that it was not completed until the 
beginning of the year 1877. The first edi- 
tion of 24,000 copies has been exhausted, and 
a second is now being published. The total 
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number of penoni who entered the Orthodox 
Blusian Church in 1877 was 11,299, includ- 
ing 653 Protestants and 1,339 Roman Catho- 
lics. The nalion«l schools attached to churches 
aaid monasteries in 1877 were 6,321 in num- 
ber, and there were 632 monasteries and con- 
vents ; whUe the number of universities, gym- 
nasia, and scientific schools in Russia is only 
363 in all. In the monastic institutions there 
are 10,600 monks and 16,000 nuns. 

A SiMOULAB MoYBHiSNT IN China is an Im- 
perial order closing the Buddhistic nunneries. 
The Hey. Qeorge F. Fitch, an American 
missionary at Soochow, writes : '' Day before 
yesterday quite a little stir was created in 
this city, and, indeed, I suppose throughout 
the whole country, by an order from Peking 
dosing all the Buddhistic nunneries through- 



out the whola land. For just what reason 
we have not definitely learned. Just across 
the way from our house are two nunneries^ 
and on that day the occupants moved oat. 
The younger will many, and the elder will 
be sent to widows' asylums." Miss Safford, 
of the same mission, gives this account of 
these institutions: '* There are fifty in Soo- 
chow, averaging six or eight nuns to a house. 
Women are the chief supporters of these 
nunneries, especially wealthy women whom 
the nuns have deluded into believing that 
great merit is to be acquired by founding and 
supporting such establishments. Individuals 
buy an interest in the private prayers of these 
nuns, at a price ranging from a few cash to 
several dollars, according to the wealth and 
liberality of the woman who solicits them." 
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The History qf the Religtota Movement qf the 
Mghteenth Century called Methodism. By 
Abel Stkvisns, ll.d. Three Vols. London : 
Wesleyan Confereiioe Offica 
This is a reprint o£ an American work, which 
has deservedly obtained a wide circulation on 
the other side of the Atlantic, and of which the 
reputation as an able and thoroughly reliable pro- 
duotion has preceded its present issue from the 
oflicial pnblisbing-house of British Methodism. 
It is at ODoe a history of the origin of the Wes- 
leyan Church and its first century of existence, 
and of the great religious revival of which that 
church is the ofiEipriDg. While the author does 
not attempt to conceal his convictions as a Wes- 
leyan Methodist, he yet writes in a catholic 
spirit^ steadily avoiding the temptation pre- 
sented by his subject to indulge in mere sec- 
tarianism, and ever bearing in mind, as a his- 
toriao, that tbe import of the word " Method- 
ism *' was much wider at one time thao it is now, 
when it is exclusively identified with oertaia 
ecclesiastical organizations. The narrative is 
thns more varied and interesting, as well as 
more full and complete, than if written from a 
denominational standpoint. The leading spirits 
on both sides of the Calvinistic controversy 
which rent Methodism in twain — ^Whitefield, 
Harris, Berridge, Venn, Romaine, and Madan, 
not less than the Wesleys, Grimshaw, Fletcher, 
and Nelson, — are all claimed by him as 
"workers together with GKkL;" and they and 
the more eminent of their associates and fol- 
lowers receive in common the place in his his- 
tory which their lives and labours entitle them 
to occupy. "Marking distinctly the contrasts 
of the Calvinistic and Arminian sections of 
Methodism," he writes, "I have nevertheless 



been able to show that much more harmony 
existed between them through most of their 
history than has usually been supposed ; that, in 
fact, tbe essential unity of the movement was 
maintained, with but iocidental and salutary 
variations, down to the death of Whitefield." 
This event occurred in 1770, and it closes the 
first volume, which is chiefly occupied with the 
origin and rise of Methodism and the personal 
labours of its founders and earliest representa- 
tives. The second volume opens with a narra- 
tive of the Calvinistic controversy, and closes 
with an account of the laat days and death of 
Wesley, and with a sketch of the doctrines, 
discipline, literature, and other characteristics 
of tbe Church which bears his name. In the 
third volume, the greftt founders having dis- 
appeared, their successors — among whom were 
Benson, Bunting, Newton, Clarke, Watson, and 
others — appear on the arena; and the history 
ends with an account of the celebration of the 
centenary jubilee of Methodism in 1889. 

The late Archbishop Sumner, speaking of a 
deservedly popular book, in whidi a well-known 
missionary recounted the triumphs he had been 
privileged to witness of Gospel truth over hea* 
then superstition, observed that it appeared to 
him as though he had been reading a supplement 
to the Acts of the Apostles. We can imagine a 
similar impression being produced by the perusal 
of these volumes upon a devout mind unao- 
quainted with the facts which they record. The 
pictures here presented of the godly and self* 
denying lives and heroic achievements of the 
early Methodiats; the narratives given of the 
spiritual and moral transformations which they 
I were honoured to become the means of effecting ; 
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the records of the manifeat tokens of divine ap- 
proval which crowned their work ; — ^theee and 
mnoh more in this history mntt make it of sur- 
passing interest to every Christian« to whatever 
religions body he may belong. The author^s 
style is admirably clear and finished. His mate- 
rials were abundant, and he has known how to 
make the best nse of them. He has furnished 
in these pages not only the most reliable and 
oomplete narrative of the origin and develop- 
ment of the Methodist movement ; but» in doing 
this, he has written one of the most instmotive 
and attractive chapters ever penned in the moral 
and religious history of England. 

Tht Church Mismonary Atias. New Edition. 
London : Seeley, Jaokson, and Halliday. 

The first edition of the "Church Missionary 
Atlas" appeared twenty-two years ago, and 
contained sixteen pages of letterpress and 
thirteen small maps. The present, the sixth 
edition, has one hundred and thirty-six pages of 
letterpress and thirty-one maps. The present 
Atlas ii as superior to its predecessors in the 
style in which it ia executed as it surpasses 
them in the amount of its information. The 
maps have been drawn and engraved with much 
care and aldll, and are beautifully coloured. 
Being designed to illustrate the missions of the 
Church Missionary Society, they of courae repre- 
sent only those countries in which the society's 
operations are being carried on; and the only 
stations distinctively marked are those of the 
Church Missionary Society ; but "in the letter- 
press," as the preface explains, " the work of 
other missions is not ignored, especially where 
it is or has been carried on in immediate con- 
tiguity with that of the C. H.S. ;e.g,, the S.P.O. 
Mission in Tinnevelly, that of the London 
Society in Madagascar, that of the Wesleyans in 
West Africa and New Zealand, the Basle Mission 
on the Oold Coast, the various agencies on the 
East Coast of Africa, the American Misaions in 
Turkey, North India, Japan, etc." 

Among the earlier pages of the yolome is a 
"Chronological Chart*' of the society's progress 
from its origin to last year, accompanied by a 
paper which presents a brief summary of the 
society's history. A map of the world, oolourod 
so as to represent its religious divisions, ia 
followed by an article on the classification of 
mankind, linguistically and religiously, and by a 
▼aluable note on Mohammedanism, prepared by 
General Lake and carefully revised by Sir 
William Muir. In like manner, a "Language 
Map of India" and a tabular statement of the 
languages of India and Ceylon, with their 
geographical diatribntion, population, etc., ap- 
pears in connection with an article on the races, 
religions, and languages of those countries. The 
letterpress also supplies an historical sketch, 
with atatistics, and other information, of each of 



the socitfty's missions, in coimeetioa with a map 
of the particular country in which such niis- 
sion is situate. A oomplete Index of tha so- 
ciety's stations and out-stations, and a oopioaa 
'Genera]|Index, render the contents of both BB»ps 
and letterpress readily available. The majority 
of the mi^ ia the present edition were completed 
under the direction of the late General lAbe 
who also wrote a large pert of the letterpress. 
Every friend of mission^ to whatever society he 
may belong or whatever agency he may support^ 
should have this Atlas upon his shelves as a 
book of reference. 

Le Camte Aginor de Otuparm, Par Tr. Bobbkl. 
Troisi^me Edition. Paris : J. Bonhonre et 
Cie. 

The author of this memoir was an intimate 
friend of the Christian nobleman whose life and 
character are sketched in his book, and every 
year he was accustomed to spend some days 
beneath hia roof. He tells of a man who, being 
in frequent personal communication with Coont 
Ag^nor de Gasparin, said one day to the Count's 
brother-in-law, M. Ed. Bossier: "But do yon 
not know any failing which he has V "I have 
never yet discovered it," replied the latter, "and 
it is now upwards of thirty years since I fint 
lived with him." M. Borrel himself adds: 
" Having arrived at the end of a long career, 
after having looked well into many interiors, 
and explored the depths of many souls, I affirm, 
in my turn, that I have known but one other 
Christian — J. L. Micheli, and he no longer 
dwells on earth — who so nearly approached per- 
fection.'* As we read these pages we cannot 
wonder that the late Count was so greatly ad- 
mired in the circle amid which he moved, and 
especially by those to whom he was best known. 
M. Borrel depicts him as a child, in the happy 
home of Christian parenta ; as a youth at oolite ; 
in bis public career, as a member of the Chamber 
of Deputies ; in his summer-house (he loved to 
read and write in the open air) at work as sn 
author ; in a hall, filled with people in humble 
circumstances whom he delighted to instruct, as a 
lecturer ; in the pulpit, as a lay preacher ; and 
in domestic and social life, where he was seen 
to the best advantage as a happy, devoted, and 
consistent Christian and loving companion and 
friend. Look at him in whatever stage of his 
career we may, he wins our good opinion. He 
appears to have adorned every relation in life 
which he sustained, and not least that of a 
French citizen. The evidences of his patriotism 
are scattered throughout hia writings, but are 
especially apparent in those which he iisued 
during the war with Germany. And his death 
was chat of a patriot. He expired in his sixty- 
first year, aa the result of disease communicated 
by the fugitive French soldiery, whom, after 
Bourbaki's defeat had compelled them to quit 
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France, he bad sheltered and racconred at hia 

manor-honae of VaUeyrea, in Vand, at the foot 

of the Jara. 

We translate from these attractive pages M. 

Borrel's aocoont of Count Agdnor da Gasparin's 

▼iews on religious liberty : — 

Intolerance, wherever it appeared, was to him 
odioui: when he enooaotend it in Protestant 
countries, it ezaspentted him. In cooflict with it 

Serpetually. he assailed it in Sweden, in Prussia, in 
nglsnd, more yigorously than at Rome or at 
Madrid. In France, the battle never ceased for a 
moment ; and it raged the more fiercely that Gas- 
parin had not only to vindicate the rights of liberty 
before a hostile ffovemment, but to defend them 
aoainst timorous Protestants who were frightened by 
his utterances, against imperfectly enlightened Pro- 
testants who compromised the caose by persisting to 
ask for an authorization, when they ought to lukve 
anticipated authority by giving a notice {avertista- 
meni). Nothing could surpass the eloquence of his 
peroration in his last speech in the Chamber of 
deputies, April 6, 1846. 

After havmg laid before the Ministers the legal 
proceedings threatened against the evsngeUsts, and 
the sentences passed on the colporteurs, and the 
petitions of the churches of France, he ezdaimed, 
accompanying his language with an expressive 
action : " Beware t I say it with calmness and 
seriousness, because I now declare a well-considered 
resolution : if you refuse us the liberty which we 
ask — if you place new fetters on the ezerdse of a 
necessary right — ^well then, we will take upon our 
back the colporteur's pack, we will go and sell 
Bibles, we will defy jour legal proceedings, and we 



will go to prison ! *' For some moments there was 
a dsM silence, followed by thunders of applause. 

In Count AR^Dor de Gasparin, the man of 
thought wss doubled by the man of action. When, 
in 1852, the Hadiai were cast into prison by the 
Grand Ducal Government of Tuscany, for the crime 
of reading the Bible with some friends, Count de 
Qasparin was chosen with one voice to form one of 
the Christian embassy to Florence to ask for the 
liberation of these valiant witnesses for Jesus 
Christ 

The sfiair prsssnted grave difficulties : it might be 
settled either in a diplomatic way, or on the 
authority of principle. It Was this latter method, 
as might be supposed, that Count de Gasparin was 
anxious to employ. Diplomatic intervention, had 
it succeeded in opening the doors of the prison for 
the Madiai. would have compromised the rights of 
religious liberty. As a matter of principle, the 
cause would have been lost 

The deputation was to have anived on a certain 
day at Florence, and to agree immediately on the 
course to be pursued. Som^ of the delegates being 
delayed on the road, were not present at the 
appointed time. Lord Roden, president of the de- 
putation. Count de Gasparin, M. de Mimont, and M. 
de Bonn, having met on the day appointed, opened 
the negotiations without losing a moment It was 
important to act promptly, in order to anticipate 
all diplomatic intrigue and to avoid all official 
patronage. By his en^gy, by the able direction 
which he knew how to give to the discussion, Coont 
de Gssparin kept the question on its true ground. 
Not one representative of the Protestant rowers 
mixed himself up with the affair, and in the region 
of ideas, in which troe battles are lost and won, 
religions liberty gained one victory more. 
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CONVERSAZIONE, MAY 20. 

Arrangements have been made for the annual ConTersazione to be held in Regent's 
Park College, on Tuesday, May 20. Lord Polwarth, the President, is expected to preside. 

One of the subjects for consideration will be the approaching Qeneral Conference in 
Basle. The Rev. Dr. Stoughton will give one of the addresses, and it is expected that 
a special delegate from the Basle Committee will be present and take part in the proceed- 
ings. Further particulars will be duly published. Members of the Alliance and friends 
of Christian union generally are earnestly invited to be present. Cards of invitation 
will be sent on application to the Secretaries. 



PROCEEDINGS 
The usual monthly meeting of Council was 
held on Thursday, April 10 ; John Finch, 
Esq., afterwards Sir Harry Yemey, Bart, in 
the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by Colonel Sandwith. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr. Archibald Reed Peel and Mrs. Peel, 
of Bathford, Bath, were unanimously admitted 
to membership. 

ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 

The Secretary reported arrangements for 
the usual May meeting. The Rev. Dr. Angus 
had kindly eonsen^ to allow the use of Re- 
gent's Park College for the occasion. Tuesday, 
May 20, had been agreed upon as the most 



OF COUNCIL. 

suitable date. Lord Polwarth, the President, 
hopes to preside over the meeting. One of 
the subjects for consideration will be the ap- 
proaching Conference in Basle, and a special 
deputation from the Committee in Basle is 
expected to be present. 

BASLE 00N7EBSNCE. 

The Secretary reported that arrangements 
were being made for special sessions in the 
English language ; one to be conducted by the 
American Branch, and the other by the Bri- 
tish Branch. 

* GERMANY. 

A letter was read from the Rev. Dr. Erd- 
mann, reporting the formation of a new 
Brandi of the Alliance for Western Germany, 
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of which the Rev. Dr. Christlieb was the 
President, 

AUSTRIA. 

A communication was read on the subject 



of the restriction of reUgioos libertj in Aus- 
tria. The Council directed that further in- 
quiries be made on the subject. 



BASLE CONFERENCE : AUGUST 31— SEPTEMBER 7, 1879. 



In addition to the pro^amme published 
in the March number of Evangelical Christen- 
doYn, arrangements have been made for spe- 
cial meetings in the English language on two 
days during the week, to be conducted bj the 
British and American Branches. Further 
particulars will be announced hereafter. 

TRATELLIKG ARBANGEXENTS. 

The Oreat Eastern Railway Company have 
Idndly consented to issue return tickets at a 
single fare (so far as their line is concerned), 
to persons attending the Conference, upon 
presentation of a card from the Secretaries. 
Return tickets from London to Basle : first 
class, £5 148. 8d.; second class, £4 Os. 3d. 

N.B. — (1) Tickets are available for one 
month. (2) Berths on board the steamer 
from Harwich to Antwerp will be reserved for 
members on their notifyinf? to the Continental 
Department of the Great Eastern Railway the 
date when they intend to cross. (3) Pas- 
sengers by second class can avail themselves 
of the saloon of the steamer on payment of 
6s. for the single journey, or 9s. return. 
(4) The route by which these tickets are avail- 
able is by way of Harwich, Antwerp, Brus- 
selB, and Metz. The journey may be broken 
at any of these places, and at Namur, Jemelle, 



Arlon, Luxembouig, and Strasburg. (5) The 
route indicated above is the cheapesty bat the 
Great Eastern Company also book to Ba^Ie 
via Rotterdam, Cologne, and Heidelberg ; also 
via Antwerp, Cologne, and Heidelberg. Per- 
sons taking these routes will BtQl receive the 
advantage of the Great Eastern reduction. 

8F1B0XAL FUND. 

Contributions have already been received or 
promised from R. C. L. Bevan, Esq., Sir Harry 
Yemey, Bart., Jas. E. Mathieson, Esq., John 
Finch, Esq., Robert Baxter, Esq., F. A. Bevan, 
Esq., A. M'Arthur, Esq., ILP., H. J. Atkin- 
son, Esq., T. J« Croggon, Esq., J. Kemp 
Welch, Esq., J. Braithwaite, Esq., Robert 
Johnston, Esq., and Mr. Alderman Fowler. 

The Council earnestly appeal to membeis 
and friends of the Alliance to contribute to- 
wards the amount (about X700) required to 
meet the expenses. 

Contributions by cheque, or Post-office 
order, or in any other form, may be forwarded 
either to the Treasurers, or to one of the 
Secretaries, at No. 7, Adam Street, Strand, 
London, w.c. ; or may be paid into the Bank 
of Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, and Co., 54, Lom- 
bard Street, London, e.g., to the account of 
the Evangelical Alliance, 



COXTRIBUTlOyS RECEIVEp. SINCE VKBRUABY SI. 



IOm ArplotoQ ; . . . 
Rov. .T. Swinburne . 
KcT. John Heamahaw 

•!• 1^ • A.» ■ • • • • 

Mn. Koboris .... 

Brighton— Balance of Collec- 
tion at Drawtnc-rootn Meet- 
ing at Mr. Gumey's, per 
Rev. J. B. Figgla . 

Btiffhton Subacrlptlon^ per 
Mri. Gumey .... 

J. Puroell FitzGerald, Esq. . 

London Ladle*' Committee* 
pcrMnLGrltton 

Ditto, per Mn. Yates 

The Dean of Canterbury . 

Hra. V/. Bishop .... 

W. B. Malngay. Eaq. 

Bedford Sabicriptionfl, per Rer 
C. E SutcUffe .... 

Rot. 5\. J. Ram .... 

Rot. J. G. Llttlecot . 

Miss Jano H. Dendney . 

Thomas Wheeler, Esq. . 

ReT. W. H. Bonier . 

Rer. W. H. HUl .... 

Rer. J. E. Brlgg 

W. Bridge, Eaq. 

T. II. Hodgson, Eeq. . 

J. D. Carr, Kaq 

Colonel >*oblo .... 

ChcltcnhaiTi Siibeenptlone, per 
MisB K. Oliver .... 

Ditto, nor Mlas Falkener . 

Colonel Bruce .... 

The MlAsea Tighe 
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Mri. Holt YatM 
MlBflOxIey . . . . 
" A Brother and Siiter " 
Thomaa Owena, Eeq. 
Mi^or Morton .... 
Quebec Branch, per J. S. Craw- 
ford, Eeq. 
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3ubecrtpUoui, 
Joa Wilson, Esq. . 

J. F. Fortesene, Esq. (suIk aad 
don.) ..... 

ColIecUoo in Christ Church, 
WorthingiPer Rot. F. Cruse 

Rer. A. M. w. Christopher . 

F. Bellinger, Eaq. . 

Scarborongh, per T. Vewhain, 
Eaq 

Hamilton, Canada, Branch, per 
Ret. Dr. Stewart . 

Rer. W. n. Sargent . 

Swansea U. P. Meeting Com- 
mittee, per Rer. J. Thomas . 1 1 

The Earl of Chichester . .10 

0. fi. Sinper, Esq. . ..06 

Mrs. Wright . . .40 

Rer. C. Sirtoe . . . 10 

Hra Danlell . . .11 

Colonel Puget . . . .30 

Rev. T. Wilshere . 10 

T. A. Lawford, Esq. ... 1 1 

D. C. Fox, Esq. 

Jonkheer Elout TonSooterwonde 

Captain Littlebalea . 

Mrs. Henry Tucker . 

Major Say 

Rev. H. £. Shawe . 10 
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James Spioer, Esq. . 
T. B. Smithies, Esq. . 
Rov. Dr. Angus . 
J. W. Janson, Esq. . 
J. Rudall, Esq. . 
Rev. L. B. White 
Rev. Dr. Manning . 

B. A Wllloox, Eeq. . 
J. Peters. Esq. . 
Rev. J. 0. Gallaway . 
J. £. Vannor, Esq. . 
Mr. J. 8a«e 
Rev. W. A. Blake 
Rev. J. Miller . . 
Jaines Girdloat4>ne, Esq. 
8. Pewtress, £«q. 
W. Williams, Esq. '. 
Rev. Dr. /obeon 
Mra Caomr 
R. Johniitoo, Esq. 
Rev. T. Vowton 
Captain Lowe 
James Dtmcan. Esq. . 
James Candy. Esq. . 

C. Whltefoord, Esq. 
Kev. Dr. Parker. 
Mia Daviea 
J. 8. Badgett, Esq. . 
Rev. 8. B. Bergntt 

BASLa ooKvasncB rm>. 
The Missos Tlghe 
Miss A. Burr 
Robert Baxter, Es<t 
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It appears at length that the war in Afghanistan has closed. The negotian 
Yakoob Khan, it is sta&d, have led to a definite and satisfactory result. ^h«&e^ 
of the new frontier has, of coarse, to be determined, bat the Ameer consents to 
Cabal becoming the seat of a British Resident, and to the foreign afiairs of 
A^hanistan being transferred to the care of the Gk>Temment of India. It may« 
however, be yet some time ere the details of the anticipated treaty can be officially 
'commanicated to the British Parliament and people. Meanwhile, it is unsatisfactory 
to find that the cost of the war will probably for some time, if not permanently, form 
an increased charge upon Indian revenue. That the war has practically ended will, 
or should, be a source of universal satisfacMon ; but it is far from satisfactory to know 
that either the British taxpayer must bear the burden of the recent strife, or that 
it must be laid upon the shoulders of a people taxed already nearly to the uttermost, 
and to whom it is of vital moment that a portion of their public revenue should be 
reserved yearly as a provision against the too probable contingency of periodical and 
grievous famine. Considering the tremendous responsibilities which already devolve 
upon us in relation to our Indian rule, few thoughtful men will deem this a time 
when the extension of our territory or the increase of the populations subject to us 
in the East should be the chief aims or objects of British statesmen, or that such 
ends can be attained without risks and perils which, having due regard to the future, 
it were wiser and better to avoid. 



In South Africa all possible preparations are being made for a vigorous and whole- 
sale prosecution of the Zulu War. The demand from the Cape for reinforcements, 
and the response made by the Home Government to that demand, show that in the 
estimation both of the colonial authorities and the English Cabinet, much remains 
to be done ere peace can be concluded or any permanent settlement achieved. Sir 
Bartle Fi*erp, indeed, in his elaborate vindication of his own policy, lately to hand, 
seems to think that other wars besides this may be needful, and other expeditions 
indispensable, ere the safety and welfare of our South African possessions can be 
placed on any lasting basis. In those colonies themselves public opinion is nearly 
unanimous in favour both of the policy adopted and the course pursued by our 
energetic High Commissioner. The censure passed upon Sir Bartle Frere by the 
Cabinet seems but to have intensified the approval and sympathy with which, by 
most of the colonists, his acts have been endorsed. At home, however, and amongst 
ourselves, far from the dangers and unaffected by the prejudices of our colonial 
brethren, A wide diversity of sentiment prevails. On the one hand, some contend 
that the rule of the Zulu King is to his own subjects an intolerable tyranny, and to 
our colonies a standing menace, and that, in the interests of civilization and humanity, 
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it oaght to be pat down. On the other, it ia argoed that^ be hie power what it may, 
we have no right to endeavoar to effect its destmction; and that as Cetewayo, not- 
withstanding onr invasion of his dominions, has not retaliated by invading ours, and 
seems himself desirous to come to terms, we ought at once to renew negotiations, 
which would probably succeed, without previoasly seeking, at the cost of a further 
sacrifice of life, to -vindicate what is styled '' the honour of the British arms." Of 
the military measures taken we are not, of course, competent to judge, but we note 
that several authorities criticise the plan of the projected campaign as in itself 
unwise, and as likely to increase the peril of the war to the colony and people of 
Natal. Meanwhile, the Zulus have been completely routed at Kambula, where thej 
attacked the forces under Colonel Wood, and where their own loss amounted to 
above 3,000 of Cetewayo's most effective troops. It is now officially announced that 
Sir Garnet Wolseley has been appointed to the supreme civil and military command 
in South AMca. 



Whatever the opinion entertained of Sir Bartle Frere*s poHoy in relation to i2ie 
Zulus, there is no question that he has pi-oceeded cautiously, yet decisively,* and with 
considerable tact, in hb intercourse and negotiations with the Boers* Unmoved 
by reports designed to deter him from prosecuting his journey to Pretoria, he went 
thither with a view to propitiate, and even to secure the friendship of the Boers, 
alone, and unattended even by his ordinary escort Notwithstanding threatening^ 
rumours, no overt acts of hostility had been committed by the Boers, nor did the 
High CommiBsioner suppose that they would venture, by any act of treacheiy or 
violence, to provoke an open rupture between themselves and the Britislt power in 
South Africa. The result seemed to justify his anticipations. He addressed the 
Boers with frankness, plainly intimating that if any thought the Transvaal would be 
restored to tbem, they were certainly mistaken ; that no territory over whioh the 
British flag had once waved would ever be abandoned, but that he had visited them to 
allay discontent, to secure, if possible, their good-will, to see that existing laws were 
observed, and, by consulting with the wisest amongst them, to make provision for 
their future government ; satisfied that if but such men would oome forward to 
assist him, the Transvaal might and would soon enjoy, equally with the Cape Colony, 
perfect independence and self-government under British rule, and ere long, moBB- 
over, realize the blessings of order, prosperity, and peace. The response made to 
these overtures by the Boers in conference assembled seemed at first to afford reason 
to believe that their hostility had been disarmed ; but by recent advices we learn 
that the Boers, having issued an address denouncing annexation, a battery of artil> 
lery was about to be sent, by Sir Bartle Frere's directiont, into the Transvaal, te 
overawe them. 



The subject of Indian finance has once more been brought before Parliament 
and we have at length the assurance of Ministers that they are determined to 
initiate a thorough reform in the fiscal administration of our Oriental Empire. 
The Government admit that the demand for such reform is justified by very grave 
and serious fitcts. They allow that India is in a position of great financial difficulty^ 
and that a large reduction, both in her civil and miUtaiy expenditure, must at once 
be set on foot. By this conoession they have disarmed for the present the hos* 
tility of the Opposition on the question*; and Mr. Fawoett, on the appeal of Mr* 
Gladstone, satisfied with the pronuaes of Qovenunent immediately to oommenoe 
such reduction, withdrew not only his motion declaring that the House viewed with 
apprehension the present state of the finanees of India, but even an amended one to 
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the eflhttt that the House .approved the rmdhe of the Government to redaoe the 
expenditure aocordingly. 

The other proeeedinga in Parliament present no very striking or memorable 
featnrea. We note, however, that in the debate on Mr. Dillwyn's motion in reference 
to the Bojal prerc^tive, Mr. Gladstone performed what might be deemed by some 
a work of soperarogation by fully vindicating Her Majesty from the utterly un- 
founded charge of any undue exercise or extension of that prerogative — a charge 
which some thought was implied in the resolution then under discussion, although 
both Mr. Dillwyn and Mr. Fawcett repudiated any such construction of its terms. 
It is Ratis£EU!tory to find, at a time when Ministers have been accused of a desire so 
to extend the power of the Crown as to curtail the rights and powers of the Parlia- 
ment, that both parties in the State concur in exonerating the Queen herself from 
any such desire or intent. No monarch has ever so unvaiyingly striven to conform 
her conduct in all respects to constitutional propriety and precedent as our present 
gracious Sovereign, and men of all parties gladly accord to her this praise. The 
debate in the Lords' House on the Habitual Drunkards Bill shows that our legislators 
are increasingly convinced of the necessity of some external restraint being placed 
upon inebriates who may be regarded as incorrigible. The fact that in the same 
House the Bill for the Sunday Opening of Museums was defeated only by a majority 
of eight, shows that a strong and growing opinion exists in its fkvour, and tiiat if 
the Lord's-day is to be preserved to the entire community as a day of rest^ the 
advocates for its observance must bestir themselves, and vigorous efforts must be 
brought to bear upon the people's representatives at the approaching general election. 

The long and gloomy winter we have had has at length given place to finer and 
more genial weather, and we seem likely to pass into summer without the inter- 
vention of a spring. The lengthened season of political and commercial depression, 
from which, as yet, we are hardly beginning to emerge, has been aptly symbolized by 
the dull and leaden hues which for many months have obscured the gloiies of the 
sun and covered the natural heavens with a sombre and melancholy pall. Dulness 
of trade and dulness of the skies have gone together j and now that the latter have 
beoome more bright, the former may, with some reason, be expected to revive. It 
is true that the political horizon is, as yet, beclouded ; still, tokens may be found 
that it has but just begun to clear, if indeed symptoms of clearance are as yet to be 
seen. Yet, apart from all political causes of disquiet, the change of seasons and of 
weather is certain to give stimulus to at least some branches both of trade and 
numofactuie. As regards home industries, the state of our northern collieries 
affords, perhaps, the gravest causes for anxiety. Should we, however, have a 
favourable summer and an early and abundant harvest, the distress from which so 
many thousands have so long and so severely suffered will materially abate ; and 
should these blessings concur with more bright and cheering prospects in relation to 
international affairs, commerce may once more lift up her head. We regret much 
that at this crisis, under the inspiration of Prince Bismarck, Germany seems bent 
upon adopting a thoroughly Protectionist course of commercial legislation. We are 
g^ad, however, to be assured on good authority that, notwithstanding the agitation 
recently going on amongst ourselves on the subject of ^'reciprocity," there is no 
danger of any similar policy being initiated by the British Governments 

An impression seems to have arisen in some quarters that the anniversaries of 
onr great religious and philanthropic institutions have this year been somewhat 
wantfng in their usual interest and lifSs. That some, and some only, of the meetings 
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T&ay have been less numerooslj attended than usual, and may therefore have lacked 
some of the warmth evinced at them in former years, we can readily believe. The 
dnlness of trade, the commercial depression, the diminished resources of numbers of 
the middle class — the class by whom our Christian and benevolent societies are 
chiefly promoted and sustained — may sufficiently account for this. But that there is 
any material falling off in the income of the more prominent of these societies, their 
own statistics abundantly disprove. There is, therefore, no ground for the apprehen- 
sion that our interest, as a people, in these noblest efforts of religious enterprise is 
on the wane, or that the truly Christian people of this country are less sensible than 
formerly of the obligation devolving on them to mitigate the sufferings and sorrows 
tsf humanity, and to point the weaiy pilgrims of earth to the rest and happiness of 
fieaven. Indeed, as regards some of the leading societies, their income actually 
exceeds that of last year ; whilst their operations, fiar from being relaxed, are carried 
on upon a more extended scale. All things considered, therefore, we hold that there 
is no ground for discouragement, and that England will continue to show that the 
attachment of her Christian inhabitants to the cause of Qod and of humanity 
throughout the world has suffered no abatement, but rather has increased in both 
intensity and^force. 

The entire circumstances attending the reception by John Henry Newman of 
the dignity and honours of a Cardinal will have for every thoughtful Protestant, 
•every believer in scriptural Christianity, a melancholy interest. It is truly sad to 
see a soul so noble and sincere, an intellect so naturally keen, and talents so 
diversified and eminent, prostrated in willing subjection to the unfounded assumptions 
and the usurped authority of the pretended successor of St. Peter. The ailment of 
Dr. Newman*8 address on this occasion proves to demonstration that this gifted man 
•thoroughly misunderstands the Protestant doctrine of the right of private judgment 
'He fails to pei^ceive that for a man to be free to believe the truth of God, he must 
'be untrammelled by the fettera of human authority; he does not see that if 
conscience is to reign, it must move and act in every man unshackled by the 
Klictates or commands of others. He confounds the exercise of individual conscience 
^ith that of fancy or of feeling, and imagine^ that because Protestants repudiate the 
•authority of the Church in matters of religious fsuth, they regard themselves as at 
liberty to believe and practise whatever they may please. He comprehends not 
that private — or rather, individual — judgment is viewed by those who recognize 
Cod's exclusive authority over the consciences of men, as a sacred obligation no less 
than an inviolable right. It is an old mistake ; but it ui one which Dr. Newman, 
educated amongst Protestants, and living all his life in a Protestant oountiy, 
had he but availed himself of information ever ready to his hand, might have 
corrected for himself. But the dominion of the Church of Home rests, and ever 
must rest, on misapprehensiofi and ignorance, and it consists emphatically in 
pretensions and claims which ore alike an invasion of the rights of man and an 
encroachment on the prerogatives of God. 



Dr. Samuel Gobat, second Bishop of Jerusalem, has just been removed from 

"his labours by the hand of death. Many of our readers will be reminded by the (act 

how this bishopric arose, and the doubts and controversies which attended on its 

first formation. Originating in the warm interest taken in the Jews by the late 

Hruly Christian King of Prussia, and his desire to promote in the East the progress 

and influence of scriptural religion, its establishment was effected through the agencj 

-of the Chevalier Bunsen, who employed his influence in England for that purpose. The 
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bishopric was thus created by the combined action of Prussia and of England. Bnnseni 
addressed himself to the present Earl of Shaftesbury, President of the Society for 
Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews ; and Lord Ashley (as he then was) brought 
to bear his influence upon Lord Palmerston, who himself afterwards introduced the 
Bill. By the Act in question, the Queen of England and the King of Pruasia were 
alternately to have the nomination of the Bishop; a stipend of £ly2Q0 was fixed,, 
of which the Prussian monarch guaranteed the payment of one-half, whilst the 
other was r aised by contributions secured by the English society, and invested to 
endow the see. Dr. Alexander, the first Bishop, himself a converted Jew, was 
appointed by the Queen, and on his death, Dr. €k>bat, the late Bishop, was nomi- 
ated by the King of Prussia. The Ritualists of that day strenuously opposed 
the " intrusion,'' as they considered it, of a Protestant bishop into a country subject 
to the Greek Church, whilst the Evangelical party ^ were warm supporters of the 
scheme. Dr. Gobat was an eaimest and devoted man. Bom in Switzerland, and 
originally in Lutheran orders, he was, more than half a century ago, ^ent out by 
the Church Missionary Society as one of its missionaries, in which capacity he 
laboured for many years. He had just attained his eightieth year. 
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[From oar own Correspondent.] 

Paris, May 17, 1879. 

MUSIC, MORALS, AND RELIGION. 

We find in a witty contemporary the fol- 
lowing assertion : *' What stuff it is for Shake- 
speare to declare that the man who has not 
music in his soul is fit for treason, stratagems, 
and spoils ! Look at Peace ; he murdered as 
he fiddled — as Nero fiddled while gazing upon 
burning Rome ! " And we would add that 
doubtless the last strains of the "dulcimer 
aud all kinds of music" were yet lingering 
over the plains of Dura when the Babylonian 
tyrant cast the three faithful Israelites into 
the burning fiery furnace ! It is not without 
anxiety that we notice music performed by 
artists, and often by theatrical singers, creep- 
ing into the customs of Parisian Protestants 
when seeking to enlist friends for religious 
and philanthropic efforts. The name under 
which these " concerts " are now given is that 
of " Audition ! " Does this sound less worldly 
to those who would object to a " concert " in 
a church ? Some rejoice that certain of the 
annual meetings were more numerously at- 
tended than usual, or than others, because 
people were attracted by a well-disciplined 
choir ! Let music by all means be cultivated, 
but let the singer? sing in their hearts to the 
Lord; let the sweet sonnds be the genuine 
expression of holy joy or sorrow, of holy love 
or compassion for sonls, overflowing from 



hearts renewed by the Holy Ghost ; and let^ 
the people join and learn the life-giving 
truths of the Gospel while they sinj; ** with 
the understanding also." Every " Audition^*' 
in favour of the "poor, the blind, the sick, or 
any other religious enterprise, makes one 
anxious lest it should be the outcome of a 
lack of faith, hope, love, among those who 
profess to have a Heavenly Father, unknown 
to that world whose devices they unwittingly 
imitate. 

THE PROTESTANT DAILY PAPER. 

The financial disaster which has cut short 
the career of the Reformatewr will only be 
thoroughly explained at the meeting of the 
shareholders on the 20th inst. The long- 
expected journal appeared on the 16th of 
April; astonished almost all its subscribers 
by political views, articles, and novels which 
they considered unfit for family reading; and 
on the 6th of May stopped. Dr. E. de Pres- 
sens^ and Professor Jules Bonnet had already 
withdrawn from all responsibility in connec- 
tion with it. The alliance of Christian writers 
with parties insufficiently known, was disas- 
trous to the editorship; and the disastrous 
issues of the commercial part of the concern 
will, we doubt not, be regarded by most as 
a providential hindrance to the prosecution of 
the enterprise in the spirit in which it was- 
begun. One of the chief shareholders and 
warm promoters writes to the Protestant 
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piupen a letter, in ^hich he says : ** We are 
called together in Paris for the 20th, and ha^e 
a question before us maeh more important 
than the agreement with the printer (how- 
ever important this may be). What threatens 
the existence of onr paper, what has compro- 
mised its future career, is the very spirit of its 
direction. As to this, I think I can state that 
*\^ from north to south there is but one feeling 
. . . either the journal must .be edited in a 
different and better spirit, or it will not lire, 
and the money will be spent in vain. — P. 
Pasquet (Pastor)." The sum obtained for the 
enterprise was 200,000 francs. 

This appears to be one of the most fatal 
blows that French Protestantism has received 
for years. Inasmuch as Bed Republicanism 
; was advocated, intense hatred was inspired 
against adversaries, and some of the immorali- 
ties of the day, as well as those inherent in 
the system of Rome, were given in such detail 
as to defeat its own purpose of moral im- 
provement. Naturally, the Romanists, who 
were aware how interested almost the whole 
of the French Protestants were in the enter- 
prise, find it easy enough to hold all re- 
sponsible for the deed of a few, who, after all, 
were their mandatories. " Decidedly," said 
the Lutheran Temaignage before the Reform^ 
aimr stopped, " we shall never give in to this 
novel mode of evangelization which has just 
been started among us. To •throw the deli- 
cate and frail plant of French Protestantism 
into the daily perils of political strife between 
parties incessantly contending for power — to 
hope that, in the impure arena upon which 
every bad passion fights for the mastery, it 
could preserve its dignity as a church and its 
salutary influence upon men's souls, — what is 
it but the blindness of infatuation ? We would 
cry aloud to all who, deceived by this delusion, 
fitill hope in this way to gain over our people 
to the Qospel, and to make a breach in the 
fortunes of Romanism, Friends, remember 
•that Jesus said, * My kingdom is not of this 
world. God calls us to other strifes, other 
|)eril8, and other victories. Behold, the most 
•elementary truths, and the most necessary to 
the existence of human society, are in our day 
denied and blasphemed. A world without 
«God rushes up to the assault of all we love 
4aid all we worship; a generation is rising 
which believes in nought else but the gross 
enjoyment of sensual appetites. You are face 
to face with an immoral epidemic such as our 
age has not previously seen ; and you choose 
the very time when this terrific and gigantic 
I power of darkness starts up, to throw Pro- 
%teatantiam into the very ^ums of political 



contention. . . . Neither Protestantism nor 
the Gospel nor the Christian Church can 
accept any kind of union with a political 
party. In presence of this general deluiioii 
and inconceivable seduction, Uieie mtut be 
men who refuse to swim with the torrent, 
and who point out the perils into which Pro- 
testantism is throwing itself headlong in try- 
ing such adventurous experiments.* Other 
journals have merely published shareholders' 
letters, and await the result 

RATIONALISTIC THBOLOGIAHGL 

Another fearful blow which has fallen on 
French Protestantism is the nomination by 
Government of Rationalistic professors in the 
Faculty of Theology in Paris. The Liberal 
party is jubilant " In Paris," cries the Renais- 
sance, " the Liberals will find in the nomina- 
tion of Pastor Vigui^ the oommencemeat of the 
end of their lengthened sufferings (!) ; and in the 
whole of France our churches will congratu- 
late themselves as on the rising of the dawn 
after a long dark night.'' Of course, the 
Orthodox regard the event as a black pall 
descending on the Church for generations to 
come ; for if the seat of learning, so hardly 
fought for and obtained, in the Paris Uni- 
versity is to be filled with Rationalism, what 
is to be expected from the pastors trained 
there ? The candidate whom the party has put 
forward for the vacant professorship at Mon- 
tauban, is Pastor Goy, who has so clearly 
stated his unbelief, that at any rate, if the 
churches nominate him, it wiU not this time 
be in ignorance of his teachings. The Ortho- 
dox candidate is Pastor Doumergue (editor of 
the Christianisme), and the candidate repre- 
senting a policy of conciliation is Pastor 
Jundt, of Strasburg. 

THB HAT MSKTIN(}S 

were somewhat more lively than usual, es- 
pecially those of the Evangelical Society and 
the Soci^td Centrale, which had to tell of the 
state of hopeful inquiry found almost uni- 
versally by their agents throughout France. 
The Socie^ for the Encouragement of Primary 
Instruction celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
in the Oratoire. During the period of its 
existence it has given 1,200 schoolmasters 
and schoolnustresses to France. Within the 
last twelve months it has opened ten new 
schools and aided 187. The Sunday-school 
Society states that 1,100 Sunday-schools are 
now in activity in France. The Deaconesses' 
Institution is prosperous, and sees its build- 
ing debts discharged by several generous gifts 
and l^^ies. The Missionary Society gave 
an interesting account of the advance of the 
Fienoh missionaries on the ZambesL Lsige 
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mane ar» needed for piaoNanngy as well 



fiv the settlement of stttfcionfli Sevenl 
liandBome donations hare been pvoioiaed eon- 
ditionally on other sums being contributed to 
^Ktingoish the debt of 50,000 &ancs. The 
Baasntoe have collected and sent 100 francs 
for the Rer. R. W. McAll's work in France. 
The Protestant Historical Society drew a 
large audience by the promise of an '^ Au- 
dUion*' — the performance of some of the 
Paalms, the glorious martyr-songs and war- 
eongs of our Huguenot ancestors. The Paris 
Tract Society has reprinted many old tracts 
and brought out a few new ones ; its Alma- 
ncuA des Bons Cojunls alone circulates 100,000 
copies. It has kept within its receipts, which 
amount to 66,000 francs. The Protestant 
Sou Society has collected 19,130 francs, which 
{'deducting 3,000 francs for expenses) left 
14,000 francs— divided, as usual, between 
needy societies. 

THB PASTORAL 00NFBRENCI8 

bad much before them. The subject for the 
<3eneral Conference was '' The Qospel and our 
Tbuths.** Pastor Recolin gave the address, 
which was followed up by others from MM. 
Dupinde d*Andr^ Amphouz, Molines, Seitte, 
Foumeau, G. Meyer, E. de Pressens^, Byse, 
HoUard, etc. A vote was given to hasten 
the organization of the prisons in France, so 



that PtoteelBnt (lenders may be all brofoght 
under one roof, instead of being soattered 
over all the prisons. The Reformed Church 
ConCaren^e^ presided over by Pastor Melon, 
discussed the protest agaimt the decrees no- 
minating M. Yigui^ and M. Bonet^Mauiy to 
the Professorship of the Faculty, and the 
q^uestion of oiganizing synodical circumscrip- . (• 
tions. On the first, the majority decideil that 
there should be no capitulation ; and on the 
second, that each of the twenty-one circum- 
scriptions should constitute a legal delegation 
to send deputies to a Greneral Assembly of the 
Synodical Reformed Church of France in 
November next. The Lutheran Conference dia- ,q 
cussed the question of " Eternal Punishment/' [ ^ 
The Independent Conference had for its sub- ^<^ 
ject the ^Conditions of Efficacious Preach- V* 
ing and the Present Crisis of the State 
Churches," Very deep sympathy filled all 
hearts respecting the intense and manifold 
difficulties of ^ese ; and the conclusion was, 
fraytT^ more prayer, for the brethren fight- 
ing for a good cause in the midst of such 
great difficulties. 

Dr. Somerville is in Paris with his son, 
holding meetings for the English-speaking 
population. 

The Signal holds on its way honourably, 
improving every week, and bids fair for 
success. 
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[From ear oim OoRespondHit.] 

— , Pmssia, May 14. 

ncarcB sisiCAitoK and xb. wikdthosbt. 
The meeting of Prince Bismarck and Mr. 
MTindthont, which I mentioned in my last 
letter, and which had the object of arranging 
^» to tiie dowry of the Queen of Hanover, has 
not been ^e only meeting of these two anta- 
^nists. Mr. Windthorst left cards 'at Prince 
Bismarck's house on the 1st of April, the 
^reat statesman's birthday ; was subsequently 
invited to a large party on the 3rd of May ; 
.and really went to it. The Customs^ TarLS; 
which now occupies our Parliament, finds on 
the whole the approbation of the (Jltramon- 
tane party ; but this alone would hardly be a 
«nfficient reason for the friendly approaches 
which have been lately made. The leader 
•of the party, which is accustomed to follow 
blindly the precepts given from the Vatican, 
would not enter Prince Bismarck's house, if 
the atrnggle between our Government and 
Rome was still in its old vigour. Let us 
hope that the peace which seems to be at 
liond will not compromise the cause of our 



own Church and the honour and liberty of 
our country. 

The nnmeions petTttons addressed to the 
Qerman Padiament for the abolition of 

CIVIL MASBIAOB 

in its preeent form, and for making it op- 
tional, have been at present discussed only 
in tike committee. The latter resolved, by 
13 votes against 10, to reject the petitions. 
As the committees are composed of members 
of the different parties in proportion to their 
strength, the petitions will have the same 
fate in Parliament, 

When the operation of the Customs' tariff 
shall have furmshed additional supplies, the 
BiUon 

XLIVBNTART BDUOATION 

is to be brought before the Prussian Cham- 
bers. The Minister of Finance, Mr. Hoi- 
brecht, seems to be less disinclined to give 
the necessary funds than his predecessor, Mr. 
Camphausan, was, though it is desirable that 
this matter should be regulated with e^ecial 
reference to outward matten, such as build- 
ingiy the pay of. school masters, etc The great 
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wiali in religiotis circles is that the Bill should 
not become law just yet If the Bill should 
become law, as long as Dr. Falk is in office, 
and the straggle with Rome still continues, 
the principle of secular schools will gain too 
much ground. These schools will be con- 
sidered a weapon against Borne, while in 
reality they do less harm to Home than to 
the Protestant Church. Throughout the 
whole of our Church there is a unanimous 
wish to maintain the denominational cha- 
racter of our elementary schools. The number 
of schools in which Protestants and Catholics 
are educated together have greatly increased 
through Dr. Falk's influence. 

A CLEBICAL ELECTION. 

In Berlin another ** Liberal " clergyman, 
Mr. Eirmss, of Jena, has been elected, this 
time by the parochial council of St. Thomas's 
Church. It seems as if these conflicts were 
destined to occur in every congregation. In 
one of its recent numbers the Mue Evan- 
gelische Oemeindebote makes an observation to 
the effect that there are only two or three 
pastoriB in Berlin to minister to the wants of 
half a million of ^' Liberal " Protestants ! It 
is certainly a remarkable idea to put in this 
claim for help from the whole number of 
inhabitants of our metropolis for the cause of 
the Protestanten-Yerein. The attendance on 
the services of those two or three pastors does 
not seem to prove that the Liberal Protest- 
ants are so numerous. 

Since the beginning of this year there has 
been issued a 

NEW '^LIBEBAL" FEBIODICAL 

of practical theology. It seems, however, 
to be of little value and importance at pre- 
sent 3 yet our believing theol(^giacs should 
not leave it unnoticed; and in that case we 
can only be satisfied if the great questions of 
theology are duly examined. The cause of 
the Gospel will not suffer by such investiga- 
tions. It is worse for the welfare of our 
population when "religious impartiality/' as it 
is called, shows itself in practical neglect of 
spiritual wants. 

"religious equality" (1). 

Two great charitable institutions have been 
founded recently in Berlin — a hospital and 
a new lunatic asylum at Dalldorff, close to 
Berlin. In both cases our municipal authori- 
ties have declined to appoint a chaplain. If 
we consider that the dergy of Berlin are 
more than sufficiently occupied already, it 
must be acknowledged that the minister of 
the parish will scarcely be able to attend to 
the numerous sick persons in these establish- 



ments. Is it right to leave the dying with- 
out the Gospel, in order to satisfy a principle 
of religious equality ? 

THE DOUGANDIDATEN 8TIFT, 

an institution created by the munificence of 
King Frederick William iv.» celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary on the 7th of last 
month. It was the wish of the King to 
provide in our Church against a scarcity of 
clergymen. He regretted, too, that students 
in theology are compelled to spend their 
time between leaving the university and 
their entry into the ministiy in a way not 
directly profitable for their future work in 
order to obtain the means of living. Twenty- 
four divinity students can receive admission 
into this institution. One of the Court 
uhaplains, now Dr. Kogel, ia at the head of 
it, and a professor of theology acts as in- 
spector. The students receive one room each 
for themselves. The meals and daily prayers 
are in common. The young men are trained 
in practical work. They act as curates to 
the Court chaplains, and are sent about to do 
spiritual work among the great masses of our 
metropolis. At the same time, opportunity 
is afibrded to them to continue theological 
studies. Our ^tabUshment has received 
many faithful and efficient ministers from this 
institution. 

AN AUSTRIAN EFFORT. 

The Home Mission Society in Austria is 
working now at the establishment of a Pro- 
testant hospital at Wels, near Linz, in Upper 
Austria. Wels is about in the centre of 
the scattered Protestant congregations. Mr. 
Kotschy, pastor at Attensee, who publishes 
the only periodical on home missions in 
Austria, is now on a tour through Germany 
to collect funds for this object. He recently 
gave an interesting address in Berlin. 

SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 

The societies for Promoting the Better 
Observance of the Lord's-day seem to be 
increasing. The anniversary meeting of the 
Berlin society, on the 23rd of March, was 
very well attended. A similar society has 
been started at Bremen. In Cassel a number 
of Christians have united themselves to 
write to the Post-office, stating that they did 
not wish to receive their letters on Sundays. 
Tlus self-help would be more efficient than 
all the petitions to the Postmaster-Gkneral, 
if it was adopted in laiger circles. For the 
present, only few people will make up their 
minds to follow the example, but it will 
always have the value of a testimony. 
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THE MAY 

BRITISH AND FOBEIGN BIBLE S0GIET7. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury filled the chair in 
Exeter Hall at the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the Bible Society, this being, as his lordship 
said he believed, the thirtieth year on which 
he had discharged that daty as the society's 
President. The report was read by the Rev. 
C. E. B. Reed. It stated that there had 
been an increased sale of the Scriptures in 
both France and Germany. In the former of 
those countries the existence of flourishing 
churches could be traced to the labours of 
the society's colporteurs, and the sales had 
been 98,000. In the latter the sales had 
risen to the very large total of 354,000, of 
which 100,000 had been entire Bibles. The 
Austrian agency had spread among the troops 
in Roamania and Bulgaria, from the begin- 
ning of the war to January last, 242,000 
copies, and among the army of the Caucasus 
194,000 more, making a total of almost hall 
a million, principally Testaments. In Austria 
and Bohemia the ordinary work had been be- 
set with difficulties raised by the Qovemment 
The Italian issues showed a small increase on 
the year before. Instances were cited of the 
rise of Protestant communities through Bible- 
readiog in Apulia and other parts of the 
Italian Peninsula. In Spain, in spite of the 
frowns of the laws and the magistracy, the 
circulation of the Scriptures had not dimi- 
nished. In Portugal new legislation crippling 
the power of the priests had goaded them 
into revenge, of which a colporteur had been 
a victim, by being sentenced to twelve months' 
imprisonment. After a month's incarcera- 
tion his liberty was bought by friendly help. 
Through the North Russian agency the circu- 
lation had risen to 253,000, and much had 
been done for the Turkish prisoners ; but it 
was in the south of Russia that the progress 
of the work had taken a fresh start in the 
most unprecedented manner. In Persia an 
agent had been prospecting. In Turkey, 
owing to the war, the issues had fallen from 
21,000 to 17,000. An agent had been sent 
out to Cyprus, and the archbishop of the 
island had issued a commendatory letter to 
remind his flock of the duty of searching the 
Scriptures. The account of the society's 
foreign work finished with the review of its 
operations in Africa, India, China, and Aus- 
tralia. The free income of the society for 
the year amounted to £96,426, whUe the 



MEETINGS. 

sum received for Scriptures sold, both at 
home and abroad, reached £106,168, which, 
with special funds, made a total of £213,811. 
The expenditure amounted to £223,476. 
The issues of the society for the year were 
as follows: From the dep6t at home, 
1,415,214; from depdts abroad, 1,925,781; 
making altogether 3,340,995 copies of Bibles, 
Testaments, and portions. The total issues 
of the society from its commencement now 
amount to 85,388,057 copies. 

In the unavoidable absence of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the adoption of the re- 
port was moved by the Bishop of Gloucester 
and Bristol, who spoke with all the apprecia- 
tion of a scholar of the very arduous and 
difficult task of translation, and of the noble 
work of many devoted and learned men who 
have done such incalculable service in that 
way. The resolution was seconded by the 
Hon. Mr. Welsh, the United States Minister, 
who briefly referred to the cordial relations 
of his own country with England, and re- 
marked that in nothing were the two more in 
harmopy than in the great work of Bible 
circulation. — A motion expressive of gratitude 
to God for the blessings of another year, and 
appealing for enlarged sympathy and support, 
was proposed by the Rev. Canon Tristram in 
an inspiriting address. He raised an eloquent 
protest against the Romish perversions of 
Scripture, and dealt at some length with the 
two opposing forces of the present day — 
materialism and the " higher criticism." The 
corroboration given by recently discovered 
remains of antiquity to the statements of 
Scripture was forcibly set forth, and the 
labours ^of the Palestine Exploration Fund 
and the Biblical Archssological Society met 
with Dr. Tristram's warm and hearty com- 
mendation. The Rev. J. Sibree, jun., fol- 
lowed. As a representative of the London 
Missionary Society and a labourer in the in- 
teresting field of Madagascar, he oflered some 
very stimulating remarks on the success at- 
tending the distribution of GK>d's Word in that 
island. After tracing the course of early mis- 
sionary efforts there — first on the part of the 
Jesuits, and more recently by the agents of 
Protestant societies — ^he spoke of the Bible as 
a real power and rule of action in Madagascar : 
a Book by means of which purer morals and 
habits of life were being there disseminated. 
— The Rev. F. W. Macdonald said he con- 
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ndexed that of all the fields of CShiktiaa 
labour none were more attraetxve than that 
which was piesei^ted by Europe itself. In 
the three' great countries of France, Germany, 
and Italy there were two immense powers in 
eonfliet — superstition and seepticism ; the two 
old powers whidi had initated and nerved 
one anothw, but which were unable to con- 
quer one another. They were now engaged 
in a contest for dominion and mastery, but 
he did not think that those who watched that 
conflict could pray for the victory to be given 
to either. The tmdk ai tiie Qospel could and 
would prevail against both. — A vote of thanks 
ta the noble Ohairman was moved by the Bev. 
£. Oarr Glyn, Vicar of Eaisington. It was 
eeeonded by the veteran missionary and trans- 
lator of the SdiptuTBS into Sechuana, Dr. 
Mo£hty to whom in the earlier part of the 
proceedings a graceful reference had been 
made by the Bishop of Qloucester and Bristol. 
Dr. Moffat narrated some remarkable instances 
which he had witnessed in Africa of the 
beneficial and ci vlHaing influences of the Bible. 
The Word of God was a power amongst the 
savages as well as among civilized people. — 
In briefly acknowledging the vote of thanks^ 
the noble Chairman expressed his unabated 
attachment to this, ^tiie most interesting and 
blessed society ever instituted by the grace of 
Ood." 

CBXJBXm XIBSXOIIABT 800ISTT. 

Notwithstanding unfavourable weatiier, 
Exeter Hall was filled by the friends of this 
eodety on occasion of its ei^lieth anniver- 
eary. The Barl of CSuehester, the President, 
filled his accustomed place in the chair. 
*^ There have in former years been meetings 
of a more emotional character," remarks the 
lUoordf ^ but we ^can hardly recall an ocea^ 
fiion on which there was manifest a more pro- 
found sense of responsibility and a mote 
eameBt spirit of devotion. When in the 
midst of the addresses there was a summons 
to special prayer, all hearts seemed to be 
ready attuned for approach to the throne of 
giaee, the solemn silenoe which pervaded the 
hail while prayer was oflisied testifying, if not 
audibly, yet unmistakably to the deeply 
refigieos feeling animating^ the souk of the 
assembly. From first to last earnestness in 
the best sense of that much^abosed word was 
coBspifluoi* in the prooeediagSk" The Bev. 
Henry Wright, Remasry Secretary (who 
had just been appointed by the Bishop of 
London to a piabend in St Paal's Cathedral, 
in leoognilMm of his sewicas to the cause of 
misatona), read the xeport it stated that the 
of tib»soeiflify fiom all soureea, during 



the year, had been £232,836. Inasmuehy 
however, as it is not the practice of the 
Church Missionary Society to include gifts 
for special objects in their annual income, 
this, deducting such appropriations, was stated 
at £187,236. This, it was slwted, was the 
amount with which the gmexal work of the 
society would have to be carried on during 
the present year, and hence originated a da- 
fioiency of £24,757 which had to be esfr- 
counteied. The committee appealed fiyr 
special gifts^ not only to restore to the work- 
ing capital of the society that amount, but to 
add to it The survey of the miarion fields 
occupied by the society b^an with West 
Africa, where the native church at Siem 
Leone was putting forth efforts to spread the 
Gospel to the regions beyond, and where 
Bishop Crowther had been stiecesafuUy 
labouring on the Niger. From East Afxica 
an advance was reported, but on the Nyanaa 
the work had been that of preparation. 
Palestine and Persia were next referred to. 
The survey then traversed the Indian Pianiik- 
sala from north to south, special attentioa 
being given to the Tinnevelly movement 
From a community of no fewer than 40,000 
baptized persons 300 unpaid workers, some 
of them women, had voluntarily oome for- 
ward to labour among their inquiring and 
still heathen countrymen. The Ceylon 
mission had not been set fitee from its eccle- 
siastical difficulties, but the Axthbishc^ eC 
Canterbury was exerting his influence to 
bring about a satisfactory arrangement witk 
the Bishop. In the Maisitiiis the soeletT'a 
missionaries had baptised 100 converts dw- 
ing the year. From China slow bat steady 
increase was reported, and from Japan tidings 
come of a great change which was tskxag 
place in the popular mind in referenoe te 
the Christian religion. The repnt referred 
also to the hopeful condition of the woric m 
the society's stations in New Zealand, Novth- 
west America, and the North Pacific* Thib 
whole tone of the report was encouraging in 
no ordinary degree. From &e statisties of 
the missions it appeared that there were now 
186 stations; 404 clergymen (204 European 
And 200 native and counfcry-lxnn) ; 61 Euro- 
peaa laymen (sdioolmasters, lay agents, and 
female teachers) ; 2,726 native and country^ 
bom Christian eatechiats and teachers of all 
claase^ not sent from home ; and 27,488 
communicants. In past yeacs, the aotUkf 
had withdrawn from 82 statjans, chiefly tnos- 
ferred to the native ehorch in Sierra Laoaa» 
or added to parochial establishmenta ia the 
West Indies, onniainwig at the time al the 
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tmnafer 13 native ^^^y^ 5*676 eommmur 

cants, and 13,898 scholan. 

The noble Chainnan, after expKBBinglusplear 
sure at the grateful tone of the report, remarked 
that the Evangelical piinoiples of the Choroh 
Miaaionazy Society remained the same as 
ivhen it waa first foxmded, some eighty years 
ago. Whilst a Church of England society, 
and ready to submit to lawful efoscopal 
authority, it would not yield to any unlawful 
extension of that authority — a statement 
which was heartily applauded. — ^The Bishop 
of Rochester, who moved the adoption of the 
report, said that he had been a warm friend 
of the society ever since he sent in his first 
contribution to its funds, nearly forty years 
ago. The report was Christian, cheery, in- 
structive, and plucky. It had been said 
that Evangelical religion waa on the decline, 
but that did not trouble him, as he knew 
better ; but he would say this, that when 
the Church Miseionary Society was in a 
financial difficulty, Evangelical religion was 
on its trial. — ^The Rev. Canon Hoare, of 
Tnnbridge Wells, seconded the resolution. 
In the course of a very able speech, which 
dealt mainly with the financial position of 
the society, the reverend gentleman remarked 
that the society had really not gone into debt. 
He did not consider it right for any society 
to get into debt any more than for a private 
individual to do so. What the committee 
had done — Shaving been obliged to expend 
more than they had received for ordinary 
purposes — was, they had drawn upon the 
working capital, and that had naturally greatly 
crippled their operations. They had been 
ied, he said, by the guidance of the pillar and 
cloud into the expenditure which they had 
DOW to make up. Applications had come 
and were coming in from all parts of the 
globe for assistance, and he did not think 
that the society's friends would desire the 
committee to refuse the assistance asked of 
them. Could they have left Mr. Wilson to 
toil on alone at Uganda 1 They were com* 
pelled to send reinforcements to him. He 
had observed in the report that the contribu- 
tions from associations were by no means 
in proportion to the wealth and magnitude 
•oC the congregations which supply them. He 
impressed upon them the necessity of indi* 
vidual effort, and said that much reaponsi- 
biiity rested upon the cleigy.-*-The second 
tesolution, expressing gratitude to Qod lor 
the manifest presence of the Holy Qhost upon 
the mission fields during the past year, was 
moved by the Bishop of BAipeitsland. After 
Mmaddng that he owed a pacscoal debt of. 



gratitude to the sodety fas the help afforded 
to him during the fourteen years of his 
episcopate, the Bishop proceeded to give an 
interesting account of the work for the evan- 
gelisation of the Indiana in North America, 
which waa being carried on in the four dio- 
ceses of which he was metropolitan. The 
resolution was briefly seconded by the Earl 
of Aberdeen, who said that, although they 
had men and means and eneigy, they could 
not hope for success unless God was with 
them. The Rev. J. Buckley Wood, from 
West Africa, followed in support of the re- 
solution. Having vividly described the low 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual state of the 
natives among whom he had laboured, Mr. 
Wood went on to show that much had been 
already accomplished for their improvement. 
Primary schools — some vernacular, and some 
Anglo-vernacular— had been opened in several 
places. They had also now a native bishop, 
two native archdeaoona, and forty native 
c\eTgy, The last resolution, which recom- 
mended the throwing of native churches, as 
far as possible, on their own resources, and 
the occupation of other fields by the society, 
was moved in a very effective speech by the 
Rev. W. Ridley, Bishop-Designate of Columbia. 
As a former Indian missionary, he said he would 
speak, not of the country to which he waa 
going, but of that which he had left. The 
progress of Christianity in Calcutta, and in 
the North-western provinces, was, he stated, 
highly encouraging. If they had 26,000 
converta to Hindmsm in London, it would 
about represent the conversions to Christi- 
anity in Calcutta. The Bishop concluded by 
narrating several interesting anecdotes, the 
last of which we subjoin : " Sir Herbert 
Edwardes once had a faithful servant who 
became much attached to the mlBsionaries at 
Peshawur. One day, on going out of the 
gate, I found his place inside the door vacant. 
That man was then a sort of judge in a very 
small court, where he had twenty or thirty 
retainers around him. On my inquiring 
about him, people merely said that he was 
away. He had the disease, ^ey said. They 
were afraid to speak of it as obolenu I went 
to the house and found him with some native 
Christians who had gone there to comfort him 
in his dying hours. For some months he had 
been under preparation for baptism, and he 
gave me to understand that before paasiDg 
away he would like to be baptised. Aa I 
was looking round for water to baptise Mb, 
there came from a comer of the room the 
only Afghan woman I had ever seen in my 
life. A vary beautiftil woman she wnm, wAl 
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fine black hair and a good fignre ; and, for the 
first time in her life, probably, &he then gazed 
in the face of a white man. She came np to 
me and asked me whether her hnsband wonld 
die, and when I gave her to understand that 
he was passing away she gave a shriek, which 
I shall never forget, and seizing her hair 
with her hands, tore out two handfuls of it 
in her grief. I baptized that man about half 
an hour before he passed away from the 
Church militant to the Church triumphant, 
and I hope to meet him in heaven." The 
meeting was brought to a close by an earnest 
speech from the Hev. Dr. Storrs, a missionary 
lately ;%tumed from the Santal district. 

WBSLBTAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Exeter Hall was crowded, as it always is, 
on occasion of this anniversary. R. Haworth, 
Esq., of Manchester, presided. The report, 
which was read by the Rev. Dr. W. Morley 
Punshon, stated that the total home receipts 
had been £124,369, and the foreign receipts 
£8,974. The total expenditure had been, dur- 
ing the year, dBl57,217. A general summary 
of the missions, under the immediate direction 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee and 
British Conference, in Europe, India, China, 
South and West Africa, and the West Indies, 
stated that there were 378 central stations, 
2,649 chapels and other preaching places, 
431 ministers and assistant missionaries, 
1,868 catechists, interpreters, day-school 
teachers, and other paid agents, 7,334 un- 
paid agents, 86,600 full and accredited 
members, 10,316 on trial for church member- 
ship, 86,787 scholars, and 3 printing esta- 
blishments. The report in reference to the 
South African Mission spoke of the grave 
issues involved in the conflict going on in 
that part of the world. "The prayers of 
God*8 people," it added, ** were never more 
needed than now, that Qod may give wisdom 
to our rulers, and to the Executive Govern- 
ment in the colony, that our armies may 
war a good warfare ; that in the hour of 
success they may be moderate, as they have 
been brave in the hour of repulse and sur- 
prise ; and that there may soon come a 
welcome and permanent peace, a peace which 
shall be founded upon truth and justice, and 
which shall therefore tend to a brotherhood 
of love ; a peace by which the natives and 
colonists shall be advantaged, the one by 
being taught that there are higher truths 
than that of war, and more compassionate 
and satisfying faiths than that of their pagan 
fathers ; the other, by the assurance that they 
can hereafter dwell in safety and be quiet 
from fear of evil.'' In all respects but the 



financial one, the report was no less eneonrag- 
ing than in former years. 

The Chairman having briefly addressed 
the meeting, the Rev. Dr. Rigg, President of 
the Conference, moved the first resolution 
adopting the report He said, that if they 
thought that missionaries abroad were doing 
their work slowly, let them consider how 
many centuries Christianity had been in this 
country, and yet how much, even now, re- 
mained to be done. Dr. Rigg then spoke of 
the financial state of the society, and expressed 
his opinion that the time had come for a new 
departure in regard to giving, and remarked 
that a very similar state of affairs existed in 
1841, when the debt was £40,000, and 
when, notwithstanding it was a time of great 
commercial depression, the appeal was an- 
swered and the debt paid. — The Rev. John 
Scott, twenty-five years missionary in Ceylon, 
seconded the resolution, and contrasting the 
condition of the Cingalese in 1865 and in 
1878, said they had added to their church 
members 999 persons, to their native min- 
isters 18, and to their scholars 5,800.— * Sir 
Arthur Gordon stated that in his ofllcial 
capacity as Governor of Fiji he had had every 
kind of accusation brought before him as to 
th^ missions, but he had formed the opinion 
that too strong language could not be used as 
to the wonderful services and results, both 
religiously and socially, which had attended 
the Wesleyan missions in the Pacific When 
missions were first undertaken there by the 
Wesley ans, tribal wars, cannibalism, infanti- 
cide, murder of widows, and every kind of 
wickedness were perpetrated ; but the condi- 
tion of the people was now very different 
Out of a population of about 120,000 there 
were more than 102,000 regular attendants 
at Wesleyan churches, and the whole of the 
remainder, with the exception of a few old 
men, were members of other churches. About 
800 churches had been built by the people, 
and there was no house in Fiji in which 
family prayer was not carried on daily. As 
to the secuhair resulbs of the mission, they 
were quite as satisfactory as were the religious 
results ; and the greatest result, secularly, 
was that which had been done in the spread 
of education, there being now about 1,500 
day-schdoU in Fiji ; indeed, there was a 
school in nearly every village. The educa- 
tion, it was true, was not of the best, though 
it was education of some kind. In addition 
to those elementary schools, there were a few 
others of a higher grade, and there was also 
one college. He regretted that industrial 
education had not been spread more than it 
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had been, and he hoped attention woold be 
given in that direction . He had no sympathy 
with the sneers and attacks made upon 
missions. Those sneers were for the most 
part flippant, and the attacks ungrounded and 
ungenerous. Throughout the Pacific great 
good had been done by the Wesleyan missions. 
Some missionaries seemed to think that 
Christianity must be associated with coats 
and trousers. He could bear witness that 
the yeiy opposite course was taken by the 
misuonaries in Fiji, for there had not been 
any interference with the harmleas native 
customs. There games and dress had not 
been interfered with, and they continued the 
ancient custom of prostrating themselves in 
prayer. The state of society there might be 
said to resemble that of Europe in the Middle 
Ages. The missionary was the most intelli- 
gent and most instructed person amongst 
them, and there was something of the old 
superstitious reverence of the priest which 
then prevailed, though there was danger in 
that. Sir Arthur concluded by urging those 
present not to let the missions, which had 
done BO vast an amount of good, suffer through 
want of adequate support. — The Bev. Mar- 
maduke C. Osbom, Secretary of the Con- 
ference, who has recently returned from an 
official missionary tour in the West Indies, 
gave a brief statement as to the results of his 
observations, assuring the friends of the society 
that the work in those islands had paid, and 
would well pay, for all that had been done 
there. There were now 60,000 members in 
those churches, 150,000 hearers, and 60,000 
children in the day and Sunday schools. — 
The Rev. James Nance, of Manchester, Mr. 
S. Rathbone Edge, M.P., the Rev. William 
Gorman, of Limerick, and the Rev. Edward 
1^8& ^™ Ceylon, having addressed the 
meeting, the Rev. W. 0. Simpson, on coming 
forward to make what is known as the '' collec- 
tion speech,'' was loudly cheered. He ad- 
dressed himself to the financial aspect of the 
question, and put in an eloquent plea from 
hia double standpoint as the home advocate 
and the ex-missionary for the " impoverished 
chancellors of the exchequer " — ^the mission- 
axy secretaries. He pathetically showed what 
retrenchment meant upon the mission stations, 
and appealed to the meeting to give nobly. 
The collection having been made, the moving 
and seconding of a series of votes of thanks 
brought the proceedings, which lasted five 
hours, to a dose. 

LONDON MISSIONARY BOCIETT. 

There was a large attendance in Exeter 
Hall to celebrate the eighty-fifth anniversary 



of this society, which was held under the 
presidency of Sir William Muir, k.c.s.i. The 
report, which was read by the Rev. J. 0. 
Whitehouse, acting Foreign Secretary, stated 
that at no period of its history had the society 
enjoyed a wider range of usefulness, a more 
efficient group of agencies, or higher tokens 
of divine blessing, than those which it pos- 
sessed at the present time. In Madagascar, 
the extension of the mission, conmienced in 
1870, had been completed and consolidated. 
Only ten years have passed since the idols 
were burnt, and there are now upwards of 
67,000 church members, 386 native pastors, 
and more than 3,000 native preachers. There 
had been an extension of the work in China, 
India, New Guinea, and South Africa. In a 
number of instances in South A&ica the 
enmity of the natives had been specially 
directed against English missionaries, and at- 
tacks had been made on the mission premises 
by certain Kaffirs living on the banks of the 
Orange River, Details were also given of 
the society's missions in Central Africa and 
the South Seas. The former — the important 
mission to Lake Tanganyika — had been com- 
menced, and the first stage of its experience 
passed through. Reference was also made to 
the circumstances under which Dr. Mullens 
had gone forth to Eastern Africa, with the 
missionaries proceeding thither, to aid them 
by his counsel, before they conmienced their 
labours in the interior. The present number 
of missionaries on the roll was 141, and that 
of female missionaries 12. The totel income 
of the year was £101,100. Notwithstand- 
ing the proceeds of stock which it had been 
necessary to sell to the amount of upwards of 
£12,000, there was a balance against the 
society of £6,236, in consequence of the ex- 
cess of expenditure over receipts. 

The Chairman said that it was now forty 
years since he gladly welcomed four of the 
society's missionaries when he was in India. 
He bore his testimony to the meeting that 
the society's agents were doing a good work. 
In places which he had visited, both officially 
and privately, the missionaries were all going 
on well, doing the work of God. It was the 
custom and the fashion often to say that there 
were no real conversions to Christianity, and 
they were talked of as hypocritical ; but really 
that was a most flagrant misstatement of the 
fact He had seen amongst the people the 
most brilliant examples of Christian truth, 
sincerity, and faithfcdness, and amongst them 
he could mention cases in which persons had 
I been greatly tried, and in which many of 
I them were offered strong inducements to give 
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op the Chxigiiuiiij idudhthfj hademloAoad, 
Irat they bad adbeved faithiuUy and nobly to 
the cause of Chmt, wbich they bod adof^ed. 
—-The ad<^ion of the report vae moyed by 
the Bev. W. F. Gloxkaon, who urged on the 
iiiends of the society more earnest effort in 
the cause of missions. Befecring to the so- 
city's latest enterprise, be remarked : " I think 
nothing .can exaggerate the serionsness of the 
enterprise to which we, as a society, have 
committed ourselves in connection with Cen- 
tral Afdoa. To have travelled 600 or 700 
miles, every mile of it measored oat by the 
weary tread of human feet, to be accompanied 
with 200 or 300 porters, not simply to carry 
your luggage, but even to carry the very 
money with which you have to pay your way, 
ia no holiday excursion ; and to have to deal 
with native chiefs of difficult and capricious 
tempers, with differing and oftentimes oppos- 
ing interests, demands qualities of the highest 
statesmanship. To establish a nusaion like 
that of Lake Tanganyika, the lake itself being 
of the length of the distance, say, from Lon- 
don to Carlisle — ^twenty miles broad, with all 
its shores lined with populous villages — ^to 
establish a mission in such a centre of such a 
district, demands an energy and a zeal and a 
patience equal to those of the greatest mis- 
sionaries that have ever lived ; and to do this, 
with the certain loss of the comforts and con- 
veniences of civilized life, and with the equally 
certain risk of losing life itself, demands a 
heroism equal to that of the ancient martyr/' 
— The Bev. W. G. Lawes, of the New Guinea 
mission, gave a most interesting account of 
that island and its inhabitants. He then 
went on to speak of the miasian which had 
been planted there five yean ago by the so- 
ciety. '*For the evangelization of New 
Guinea,'' be remarked, *'we have a noble 
band of native men." These were from 
Savage Island, which had for many years 
taken ber share in the evangelization of the 
world. '' Our young men in Savage Island," 
he added, " esteem it the greatest bonour to 
be chosen for this work, and those who are 
chosen are envied by their brethren; and 
now, sir, six of these men have been added to 
the noble army of martyrs. Just now the 
tidings have come that three of our South- 
east Island brethren, with their wives and 
children, have been poisoned by the natives 
of New Guinea. What shall I say for these ? 
My beart is soie, and weeps for them. Four 
of them were from Savage Island<— my own 
ohildna in the iisith. I oouvened with them 
as inquiraiay I baptiied them and admitted 
them into tiie CbuMhi and ir"A«MMi in the 



prosipeoi of their iierk. The wife of one of 
them wrote a litde wbile ago to me^ sajFing, 
' We are looking ft t ward with great ezpoot- 
ation of meeting yoiL in New Guinea; but if 
our lives should be shortened, and we do not 
meet there, there is a kingdom above wheie 
we hope to meet' And, sir, they hav« gone 
there. While I monm for tbem with ainoeie 
grief, I am thankful that they have been ae- 
counted worthy, and that they have been 
faithful— < faithful unto death.' The prin- 
ciples of peace are spreading in New Guinea. 
There has been no departure from the tradi- 
tions of our fathers in the miBsion-field in the 
South Pacific. When I visited a laige viUige 
on the banks of a newly-discovered river in 
Hood Bay, with some natives from an ad- 
joining village, I was surprised at one of them 
shouting out, as we went through the village, 
* This is the peace man, who brings peace, 
and who makes peace.' I was a subject that 
day of a strange ceremony. I had given a. 
small present to one of the chiefs^ and got 
him to accompany me in my little boat up a. 
river. He aiked me to stay and taste some 
food which his wives were cooking. Presently 
five ladies appeared in succession, each carry- 
ing a portion of food, and on the top there 
was a small oocoa-nut shell, containing some* 
thing greasy. As soon as this was deposited, 
my host took the shell in order to pour the 
contents over me. I declined the honour. I 
saw he looked disappointed and surprised. I 
was told this was a sign of friendship and 
peace — that it was only done on the first 
viait of a chief, and that henceforth he had 
the freedom of the city. I soon gave my 
friends to understand that I was willing to be 
anointed as much as he liked in the interests 
of peace. I took off my shirt, and a shout — 
of admiration probably — followed, on their 
seeing my white skin. I received the oil, 
and it trickled down in streams as I sat in 
bis house, and partook of his hospitality. I 
would be willing — and I am sure all of yoa 
would — ^to be anointed for the sake of peace 
in every heathen village in New Guinea. 
That day, at any rate, there was a conjunc- 
tion of ' peace with honour.' We axe known 
all along the coasts as the men who bring and 
who make peace. What more honourable 
distinction than this eould be given, or what 
more honourable distinotion could we deserve ? 
Would that our oountiymen in every part of 
the world were known by the same* designa- 
tion, aud bore the same character ! We ham 
twenty-five statiena on the mainland of New 
Guinea itself. From Port Moresby our mis- 
sion has extended eartwaid, and at the eastem 
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«stTCiiiity'[of ifaa islaa^ mm gxomid has Vmh 
takm «p; aad mj cdleagne^ Mr. MftafnUaiey 
In* mftdB 8& in^wttment lor the London ]fo» 
flionaiy Society. Some yens ago be Ixnigfat 
an ialand, well watered and wooded, fortlnee 
^>tilliT»gR and sixpence, and on it a ocutral 
ttatkm is being formed, from which to work 
the isLaoida in China Btraita, and the large 
viUagea around Mibie Bay. There has been 
aonetimea a qneation raised as to the anneza- 
tion of New Qainea, and we may wake up 
aome fine morning to find that it is part of 
the Biifeidi Empire; bnt be that as it may, 
air, we have already annexed it to the king* 
dom of our Lord Jeans Christ. We have 
taken poBseanon of it in the name of the 
Kix^ of kings ; we have raised on its shores 
the standard of Christ, and shall that royal 
banner suffer loss — shall we retreat from thii 
land of which we have taken possesBion, and 
abandon it to the uncontrolled powers of the 
Prince of Darkness? I leave that with con- 
fidence to this assembly, certain that yon will 
strengthen our hands to go on with the work 
until He come, whose right it is to reign." — 
The Rev. B. Robinson stated that Dr. 
Mullens, in going out to Africa on the special 
mission entrusted to him, had insisted on 
sacrificing £300 of his stipend. — ^Aiter an 
eloquent speech from Mr. W. Willis, Q.a, 
the Bev. Fleming Stevenson, of the Irish 
Presbyterian Church, gave an interesting ac- 
count of some recent visits paid by him to 
various mission stations in different parts of 
the world. — ^The other speakers were Mr. H. 
Wright and Mr. J. Kemp-Welch. 

BAFQBX XIBSIONABT BOCOSTT. 

There was a crowded audience at Exeter 
Hall on occasion of the eighty-seventh anni* 
venary of the Bapftirt Missionary Society. 
The Earl of Northbrook, late Govemor>General 
of India, presided. The report, which was 
read by Mr. A. H. Baynes, presented details 
of the society's work in India, Ceylon, China, 
Africa, Norway, Prance, Italy, and the West 
Indies. It stated that about 200 persons had 
been baptized at the society's stations in India 
during the previous year. In China the 
jnissioBaaEieB had been mainly engaged in dis- 
tributing reHisf to the sufferers from famine. 
The musion to Congo afforded a hopeful pro- 
spect of erangeliwug the interior of Africa. 
Itan Brittany, Norway, and Italy came 
enooongiag reports of pvogiess. Whilst in 
Trinidad many membeis had beoi lost throngh 
death, the churclieB in Jamaica were described 
as behig, en the whole, in a prosperous eon- 
ditian. The report concluded by stating that 
a debt «C £8y3M had baea ineured, but that 



it was aatixiriy doe to an ipageaee of expendi- 
ture. The legaeiea amounted to £3fi94 less 
than last year ; but horn all other sources, 
the income of the sodety, notwithstanding 
the depression of trade, had been only 
£61 18s. less than that of last year. The 
total receipts amounted to £46,092. 

The noble Chairman Ttmxwked, in his 
opening address, that one thing which had 
greatly struid: him in India was the insigni- 
ficance of the differences of dogma between 
Christians when they are face to face with 
the great Hindu and Mohammedan religions. 
In respect of the general position of mission- 
ary work in India, he could say that no 
jealou^ of missionaries is now felt by the 
natives. *^ I have come in contact with many 
miwionaries in India," said his lordship, *' and 
I have talked with them upon the /condition 
of the people, and I am satisfied that many 
missionaries, by not being connected with the 
Government, have more of the confidence of 
the people in India than is given to the 
officers of the Qovemment ; and I have, on 
several occasions, found advantage from obtain- 
mg from sensible missionaries their opinion 
of the feelings of the people with respect to 
the measures of the Government. There are 
two men, both of them weU known to all 
here present, whom I may mention as in- 
stances of men who, being connected with 
missions, possessed very extensive knowledge 
of the feelings of the natives of India of 
every class; and one of them, at least, 
possessed their confidence in an especial de- 
gree. One was Alexander Duff, and the 
other was Dr. Wilson, of Bombay ; and I am 
satisfied that there are men now living in 
India who are worthily filling the positions of 
those excellent and earnest men. I say, 
then, to you supporters of this great mission 
who ore here present, that, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, you may 
feel that the men whom you are support- 
ing in India are doing a really good work, 
and that you may place confidence in them.'' 
The society had done wisely in sending 
learned nussionaries to India, for only such 
men could effectually argue against the subtle 
reasoning of the Hindus and the Arabic 
learning of the Mohammedans. What precise 
form of Church government, or even of dog- 
matic theology, the Indian Church might 
assume, he could not say. Dogmatic dif*- 
ferences at home had arisen very much from 
the Instory of Europe and of England ; and it 
seemed to him that it was some advantage to 
the Christians of India that they could go, if 
they pleased, to the fint truths of the Gospel, 
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without gnaidiog themselves at eveiy point 
gainst what people are pleased to call the 
heresy of their neighhonrs. It was their 
business, each as far as he could, to further 
this work of missions— the work for which, 
if one dared to look into the providence of the 
Almighty, the British nation were allowed 
to be in India. They must further that 
work, and leave the results to Almighty God. 
— The first resolution, expressing the pleasure 
with which the meeting learnt that, amidst 
universal depression, the operations of the 
society had been carried on steadfastly and 
successfully, was moved in a speech of con- 
siderable power by the Rev. J. A. Spuigeon, 
of Croydon. The resolution was seconded 
by the Rev. W. Sampson, who gave an in- 
teresting account of his recent visit to India, 
and bore testimony, in the strongest terms, to 
the genuineness of Mr. Smith's work at 
Delhi. — A resolution making special reference 
to the Congo mission was moved by the Rev. 
Dr. W. Morley Punshon. He congratulated 
them that they were really going to try, as a 
society, to do justice to Africa. They had 
gone on to the Congo, and the Wesleyans 
had gone on to the Qambia, and other churches 
were meeting them from Zanzibar on the 
other side, and by-and-by they might have a 
grand Evangelical Alliance meeting in the 
interior. Why should they despair of the 
conversion of Africa? Was it not pledged to the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? Was it not pledged in 
the solemn hour of His passion, when, on the 
way to the place of His fate, Simon the 
Cyrenion was compelled to bear the cross — 
tjrpe of his countrymen in future time, who 
not by constraint, but willingly, shall take 
upon themselves the precious burden ? 
Surely it was not for them to doubt that the 
Africa that once was taught by a Cyprian, 
and that once gave birth to an Augustine, 
may yet have other teachers and other rulers 
to testify in their midst to the Gospel of the 
grace of God. After referring to the work 
of the missionaries in India and China, the 
eloquent speaker continued : WeU, they might 
say, after aU, the world was not converted. 
True, if they looked at the matter in its 
human aspect, at the rebellious mind work- 
ing eveiywhere, they might well be dis- 
heartened. If they looked at the other aide 
of the question, they might find, he thought, 
a sense in which even in false systems there 
was a good deal to encourage them. The 
consciousness of sin, of unrest, was struck 
into the universal heart of man, in spite of 
sceptics, in all ages of the world. All the 
records of the old philosophies, what were 



th^y but records, of mourned feebkneoSy 
frantic efforts to regain an ancient but a foer- 
feited moral power ? Christianity, notwidi- 
standing every effort to strangle it, was, how- 
ever, still alive, and, in spite of all the 
sceptics, the mightiest of moral forces ia the 
world. He did not wonder that those who 
were so anxiously looking out for the pal- 
pable triumphs of missions did not see them. 
" The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation." The whirlwind of political 
excitement, and the earthquake that shakes 
the nations, and the fire consuming all wrong; 
and all encumbering drcumstanoea, may be 
the couriers of the coming of the Lord ; but 
He speaks in the " still, small voice," that 
marvellous whisper that always makes a 
silence for itself, however loud and rude the 
clamour — that does not strive, that does not 
cry, but, without striving and without ciying, 
makes its way into the consciences of the 
world. All were wanted to take part in this 
great work of missions. Manhood, with its 
sublimity of enterprise and devotedness of 
consecration — every mail's tribute of manli- 
ness, every woman's spikenard in alabaster, 
every child's hosanna of ardent praise ; die 
rich with their laige benefactions, the poor 
with their cheerful drachmas of sacrifice ; — 
there was room for aU, there was work for 
all, and, thank God, there was recompense 
for all ! — ^The resolution was seconded by the 
Rev. Benwell Bird, of Plymouth, who dwelt 
upon the high aim of missions, and urged the 
importance of attention being fixed upon that 
which is essential, in Christian missions, and 
not accidental — ^upon that which belong to 
the work under all conditions. 

MISCBLLANKOUS. 

The Religiotu Tract Society held its eightieth 
anniversary in Exeter Hall. The chair was 
taken by the Earl of Shaftesbury. From an 
abstract of the report, which was presented 
by the Rev. Dr. 8. Manning, it appeared that 
there had been issued during the year 624 
new publications. The total circulation from 
the Home Dep6t, including books, tracts, 
periodicals counted in numbeis, cards, and 
miscellaneous issues, had reached 60,341,750. 
The issues from foreign dep6ts might be safely 
stated at 10,000,000, making a total drcuk- 
tion of 70,341,750, and of 1,854,341,757 
since the formation of the society. 'The total 
amount received from sales, missionary re- 
ceipts, and all other resources, including last 
year's balance, was ;£ 149, 125. The total 
amount received from subscriptions and other 
contributions, part payment for giants, divi- 
dends, and legacies was £26,217, the whole 
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of tbifl 8Qm being available for ibe misiioDaty 
objeeto of tbe society. The mieeieviaTy ez- 
penditue bad amounted to ;£43,368. It 
•eonsiilied of foraign money grants, foreign 
^rantaof paper, eleetrotypee, and pnblieatione, 
^lantB to emigrants, to domertie applieants 
for tracts, circnlating libraries, scfaool libiaries, 
seamen's, *' British Workman," prison, police, 
iigbthouse, coastguard, and workhouse librae 
vies, grants to colporteurs, etc The amount 
of grants thus exceeded the missionary re- 
ceipts by £17,145, which had been enpplied 
from the trade iVinds. The noble chairman 
•expressed his great satisfaction at the re- 
port, and said also that he nev^r heard 
of the operations of the society with- 
out thanking God that it had been called 
into exBBtenee, and that it was so nobly 
^discharging its work. What, he asked, 
should they do without such a society in the 
pre s en t deplorable state of popular literature ? 
There was no means of putting down the 
most pernicious literature by force — ^it could 
only be done by example, by religious 
education, and by the operations of such 
bodies as the lleligious Tract Society. 
The society, if it went on in its work as 
it had hitherto done, would produce a 
great and beneficial change. They were even 
now seriously affecting the moral position of 
the world by the extensive way in which they 
were distributing their wholesome literature. 
The Bev. F. Flowers Qoe then addressed 
the meeting on the missionary work of the 
eodety, offering some reminiscences of its 
earlier publications, and its influence for 
good upon himself. The Bev. G. T. Dodds 
gave an excellent outline sketch of the re- 
markable work now being accomplished in 
France under the superintendence of Mr. 
McAll, in which l^e grants of the Tract 
Sodety are found to be of great benefit. 
He also alluded to the well-known missions 
in Paris of Madame Dalencourt, Miss De 
Broen, and others. The Bev. Dr. Sinclair 
Paterson, in a powerful and much-applauded 
speech, ftwc/tt on the influence of literature 
on social life. The Bev. H. W. Webb- 
Peploe enlarged on the many advantages 
resulting from presenting the truth in 
^Hract" form, and related some incidents 
showing the results of tract distribution. 
One of these was his own conversion through 
receiving a tract while attending a race meet- 
ing in order to drown convictions that had 
previously been awakened within him. Last 
of all came the Bev. J. P. Ohown, who spoke 
with much force and feeling on ^ boy litera- 
ture," making very laudatory references to 



the Biffs Own Papw. This pabiieation was 
frequently mentioned wiih approval in the 
course of the meeting, -notab^ by the noble 
chairman. 

At the anniversary of the 9ocUty /or tl^ 
Pftifafatiion of the Oo9pel tn Foreign Parii^ 
held at Willis's Booms, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury filled the chair. The Bev. H. 
W. Tucker, the Secretary, read the report, 
according to which the great missionary event 
of the past year was the assemblage in un- 
preeedented numbers of tiie prelates of the 
Anglican communion at Lambeth Palace, 
and the society declared its obligations to 
those prelates, especially to the American 
bishops, for the cordiality with which they 
bore testimony to the work of the society 
in past years, of which their own dioceses 
were the fruit. A year of very general de- 
pression in trade had sensibly affected the 
society's income. There had been a decrease 
on the general fund, under the most import- 
ant items, and on the gross income, of more 
than X3,000 as compared with those items 
in the balance-sheet for the previous year. 
His Grace the President said that there was 
reason to be thankful for the signs which 
had appeared in the East of great changes — 
of large bodies of men coming over to the 
Christian faith in numbers such as had not 
been heard of for a long time before. It was 
naturally said by the men who scoff at the 
society's missions that they were engaged in 
an impracticable work — ^that the East was 
unchangeable, that the masses with which 
they had to deal were so great as to be im- 
penetrable; but he would ask them not to 
believe any such assertions. A real know- 
ledge of humankind told them that in the 
East, as elsewhere, changes were most rapidly 
brought about — ^they were caused sometimes 
by conquest, sometimes by an unexplained 
rising, and sometimes by the extraordinary 
influence of a man over the race with which 
he had to deal. The history of China, of 
India — and, indeed, the history of the whole 
world — showed that those changes came 
about with extraordinary rapidity when 
God's good time arrived for such a change, 
and it was the part of the society's work 
that their machinery should be ready to 
avail themselves of all circumstances which 
might arise in the history of the nations 
with which they had to deal. The Earl of 
Carnarvon, who next addressed the meeting, 
and Sir Henry Barkly, K.O.B., referred to the 
war in South Africa. The latter said he 
feared it would take years to eradicate the 
unfortunate spirit of antagonism which the 
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hostilities had aggxavated in the native mind. 
Still they might hold out the hope of gaining 
over one of the noblest and most improvable 
races the British had ever come in contact 
with— the Zulus. The Rev. Mr. Winter, 
from Delhi, having spoken of the difficulties 
presented by caste prejudices to the intro- 
duction of Christianitj in India, Bishop 
Selwyn, of Melanesia, followed on the sub- 
ject of mission work. Sir Robert Phillimore 
and the Bishop of Carlisle also spoke. 

The Colonial and ContinentaZ Church So- 
cidy had as its chairman Captain the Hon. 
Francis Maude, B.N. The report was read by 
the Secretary, the Rev. F. J. 0. Moran. In 
the Colonies, the Rev. Dr. Bond has been ap- 
pointed Bishop of Montreal; the Rev. Arthur 
Sweatman, Bishop of Toronto ; and the Rev. 
Dr. Stanton, late incumbent of Holy Trinity 
Church, St. Giles's, Bishop of North Queens- 
land. The society had started in the Mus- 
koka district of the diocese of Algoma 
(Canada) a new mission. Good woric had 
been done among the Red Indians, through 
the agency of the Rev. E. F. Wilson's schools, 
the Shingwauk and Wawonosh Homes, at 
Sault Ste. Marie, and in other Colonial fields, 
details of which were given. The Continental 
operations of the society were described as 
being each year of growing importance, and 
it was stated that constant testimony was 
being received as to its value. The report, 
in a financial point of view, was satisfac- 
tory. The speeches which followed the 
reading of the report were all on special 
subjects. The Earl of Aberdeen addressed 
the meeting on Church work among EngUsh 
travellers on the Continent ; the Bishop of 
Guildford on the special services in Paris, 
during the Exhibition of 1878 ; the Bishop 
of Saskatchewan on the Canadian mission field ; 
Mr. F. Toimg, Secretary of the Royal Colonial 
Institute, on the growth of Greater Britain ; 
the Rev. John Richardson on the need of 
home help; and the Rev. Dr. E. Forbes, 
of Paris, on the value of permanent chap- 
laincies. 

The twenty-first annual meeting of the 
Chrigtian VernamUxr Education Society for 
India was held at Willis's Rooms ; the Earl 
of Shaftesbury in the chair. The report, 
speaking of the three training institutions 
belonging to the society, in which 600 native 
teachers and mission agents had been trained, 
stated that the total number of children re- 
ceiving instruction from the society was 
7,000. The number of publications printed 
during the past year was 620,781, making 
altogether, since the society had been estab- 



lished, 7,135,171. This included seliool- 
books, magazines, and interesting works for 
the masses. Under the head of colportage, 
the report stated that the value of this im- 
portant mission agency increased with tiie 
spread of education. In some districts col- 
porteurs had been light bearers to a remark- 
able degree. In India and Ceylon ninety 
colporteurs were employed. The Earl of 
Nurthbrook moved the adoption of the re- 
port, and remarked that it did not follow 
because there was little outward sign of the 
progress of Christianity in India that the 
work of this society had fallen to the 
ground ; on the contrary, he believed the 
seed was sown, and it was his impression 
that in time we should see that the truth 
would prevaD, and that even in dealing with 
ancient established faiths — the Hinda and 
Mohammedan faiths, which were very difficult 
to overturn — we should see a great progroBB 
and possibly much more rapid than anybody 
there believed, in the spread of Christianity 
in India. The other speakers were the Revs. 
H. W. Webb-Peploe, Dr. Murray Mitchell, 
L. B. White, J. Kilner, Sir W. Muir, and 
the noble chairman, who remarked that when 
he looked back to 1829, at which period he 
was connected with the Board of Control, the 
progress which had been made in India was 
almost incredible. 

The forty-fourth anniversary of the Chwrth 
Pastoral-Aid Society was held at Freemasons^ 
Hall. The chair was taken by the Earl of 
Shaftesbuiy, who is one of the few survivors 
of its original founders. It appeared from 
the report that the total receipts of the so- 
ciety since its formation had been £1,634,943. 
But the income does not increase in propor- 
tion to the increasing urgency of the demands 
on its assistance. The zecdpts of the past 
year, however, showed an increase of £6,148. 
But although the past yearns receiptl^ in- 
cluding the product of a special appeal, 
amounted to £56,644, there was an esti- 
mated deficiency of £3,000. The report 
further stated that the society's aid is promised 
to 636 incumbents in charge of an aggregate 
population which gives about 7,500 souls to 
each. The Earl of Chichester, in moving the 
adoption of the report, referred to the noble 
chairman, and reminded the younger portion 
of the audience that the existence of the 
society was mainly owing ^ to his Christian 
zeal — I was,'' said the noble lord, '* going to 
say his prescience, but I would rather say 
his wisdom, and his being enabled to take 
the patronage of the society, on account of 
the necessity which existed for it, not only 
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at its origin, but more especially in the 
times in which we now live.*' Mr. Hplt, 
M.P., delivered a vigorous address, distin- 
guished hy its eminently Christian tone, 
uiging the importance of keeping steadily in 
view the grand object of the society. The 
Rev, J. McCormick, of Hull, followed with a 
speech full of practical wisdom and sound 
Gospel truth. The Earl of Aberdeen next 
very cordially expressed his sense of the 
value of the society, and moved a resolution 
which urged the importance of strenuous 
exertions to enable the committee to restore 
the grants to their former amount and deal 
with the accumulated list of applications for 
aid. The noble earl was followed by the 
Kev. Alfred Oates, Vicar of Maryport, Cum- 
berland. Lord Shaftesbury, whose duties in 
the House of Lords compelled him to leave 
early, spoke next. He observed : '* I retain 
all my strong feelings of the great necessity 
of a living agent over and above the material 
edifice. A living agent may save the Church ; 
the multiplication of cathedrals will rather 
tend to sink it It is a monstrous thing, I 
do not hesitate to say, that when you can get 
£80,000 for a bishopric collected in the course 
of two or three weeks, and twice that sum for 
a cathedral, you cannot get for the Church 
Pastoral- Aid Society enough to enable it to 
carry on all its grand, its extensive, and its bene- 
ficial operations over our seething multitudes. 
It has been my habit to make some observa- 
tions at the close of these meetings, but I 
have not the time to-day, and, I tell you 
fairly, I have not the disposition. I have 
held very strong and decided language about 
the perils which surround the Establishment. 
I have been deeply censured by word of 
mouth and in writing for so doing. My 
reply to that is that I have nothing to 
add, and I have nothing to recall. I 
have said what I believed about the Estab- 
lishment from the depth of conscientious 
feeling and, I believe, from a very large ex- 
perience. The Church Establishment is a 
human institution of enormous value, capable 
of benefits to our population that no language 
could describe ; but it is a human institution, 
and if it is not aware of its own internal 
rottenness, and if it does not amend its mani- 
fold corruptions, it will fall to pieces, and 
that fall will be sudden, like a house with 
the dry rot. But when I come to consider 
the Church of England, as founded on her 
formularies and on Scripture, when I con- 
sider her as a living branch of the Church of 
Christ, I have no fear at all, for I know that 
it stands on a rock, and that the gates of 



hell will not prevail against it." These 
sentiments were loudly cheered by the audi- 
ence. After an animated and excellent 
speech by the Rev. B. Ca^sin, of St. George's, 
Southwark, Bishop Ryan followed in a speech 
which was listened to with well-merited at- 
tention. The Bishop of Qloucester and 
Bristol, who occupied the chair after it was 
vacated by Lord Shaftesbury, also delivered a 
speech, in which he asked leave to convey to 
Lord Shaftesbury, to whose eloquence, he 
said, he was about to listen in the House of 
Peers, the regret of the meeting that for 
want of time his lordship '^ was not able to- 
continue what promised to be a highly inter- 
esting and profitable speech." The assent 
of the meeting was signified by a repetition 
of the cheers which greeted the noble Presi- 
dent's own address. 

The forty-fourth annual meeting of tho 
London OUy Mission was held at Exeter Hall ; 
Mr. Joseph Hoare, the treasurer, presiding. 
The report showed that during the year the 
society had employed 448 missionaries, who 
had paid 2,935,356 visits, of which 276,67a 
were to the sick and dying. The mission had 
distributed 25,342 Bibles and Testaments, 
3,642,204 religious tracts, and had lent 
42,585 books. The agents of the society 
ha^l held 41,139 indoor meetings and Bible 
classes, 22,290 meetings in factories, work- 
houses, and penitentiaries, visited and con- 
versed with 195,057 persons in factories, 
and held 4,609 outdoor services. They had 
read 831,196 portions of the Scripture in 
visitation, had induced 1,438 persons to 
become communicants, restored 348 to 
Church communion, induced 619 families 
to commence family prayer, reclaimed 2,153 
drunkards, and induced 157 unmarried 
couples to marry. Through their instru- 
mentality 600 fallen women had been ad- 
mitted into asylums, been restored to their 
friends, or otherwise rescued. The Earl of' 
Shaftesbury, in moving the adoption of the- 
report, testified to the value of the London* 
City Mission. The good work commenced 
by the society had been imitated by other- 
countries, in which institutions akin to the* 
mission — with like principles — were founded^ 
The society had imitators in the great city of 
London, where similar agencies were doing 
great good. In America and on the Continent 
similar missionary operations were being car- 
ried on, and he had every reason to beiieve 
that there would soon be founded a city 
mission in the city of Paris. Mr. J. D. 
AUcToft, H.P., the Rev. William Fleming^ 
and others also addressed the meeting. 
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At the aimual xneedng of the London So- 
outy for Promoting ChrUtitmiiy among (he 
Jew8, Lord Sbafiesbory presided. The re- 
port showed that the Boeiety employs 138 
agents, abont one-half of whom are converts. 
Many of these agents are ordained; others 
are lay missionaries, medical missionaries, 
school-teachers, Scripture-readets, and col- 
porteurs. The number of stations is thirty- 
six. Of these, four are in England, twenty- 
three upon the Continent of Europe, three in 
Asia, and six in Africa. In the Episcopal 
Jews' chapel and Hebrew schools, nine Jewish 
adults and ten children w^re baptized, making 
atotal of 1,414 — 689 adults and 725 children 
— since the opening of the chapel. The work 
of the society has progressed at all the other 
home and foreign stations. The yeat^s ex- 
penditure left a deficiency of more than 
£2,000. The Bishop of Ripon moved the 
reception of the report, which was seconded 
by the Bev. Dr. Edersbeim. The other 
speakers were the Bevs. Canon Garbett, J. 
M. Eppstein, J. F. Kitto, and Dr. Taylor. 

At the anniversary of the !Britith Society 
-for Propagating the Gospd among the JetoSf 
the chair was filled by Captain the Hon. B. 
Moreton. The report, which was read by 
the Bev. Mr. Dunlop, stated that the total 
receipts for the twelve months had been only 
£369 less than those of the previous year, 
notwithstanding the depression of trade. It 
was proposed to hold a grand bazaar in Lon- 
don in the autumn of the y4>ar, which there 
was every reason to hope would be a great 
success. A mieaion-Toom had been opened 
in Spital fields, and a medical mission also, 
amidst a population of about 12,000 Jews 
and Jewesses, a large number of whom had 
attended the services, and twenty of whom 
had confessed Christ by baptism. The 
various agencies, both abroad and at home, 
reported favourably as to the number of 
conversions, und in Birmingham a whole 
family had been baptised in the Christian 
Isith. Thousands of Bibles, Testaments, and 
tracts had been circulated, and largely read ; 
and under the shadow of the Vatican, even, 
the true light of Christianity was now shin- 
ing. The meeting was addressed by Mr. 
W. B. Haberehon, the treasurer, the Bev. Dr. 
Edmund, the Bev. W. Tyler, Dr. W. B. 
JoBe£fy, and Dr. Bosenthall. 

The Archbishop of York took the chair at 
the meeting at Exeter Hall of the Church of 
England Smiday- school Inotituie, The hall was 
crowded in every part, many having to stand ; 
and the Archbishop said that looking only at 
the series of Institute meetings whioh culmi- 
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nated that evening, it was impoasible to doobt 
the vitality of the Church Sundaj^M^ool 
movement. The report stated that nmeh 
progress had been made towards covering 
the country with branch Sunday iicTiool 
associations. The number of theae had 
increased to 212, of whidi 32 
London and the rest in the 
There had been a total issue during the 
year of over 1,260,000 publieatioiis ; 494 
meetings had been held. Among theepeekers 
were the Bishop of Sodor and Man, the Earl 
of Aberdeen, the Bev. F. F. Ooe, and the 
Hon. and Bev. E. Oarr Qlyn. 

The Sunday School Union had as its ebaSti" 
man Sir T. Chambers, x.p. The report 
showed that there are now in eonnection. 
with this society 13 metropolitan anxiliariea, 
in the schools of which are inatmcted 
231,791 children ; and 198 oountiy uniona, 
with 964,764 children. In London 2,479 
scholars, and in the country 10,607, have 
become communicants, thus making during 
the year 11 per 1,000 in London and 15 per 
1,000 in the country. At the annual local 
examination of scholars, held in Febroaryy 
nearly 30,000 scholan entered, and about 
21,000 presented themselves for examinatioa. 
Arrangements are in progress for holding a 
universal ccmvention at the end of June, 
1880, to which delegates have been invited 
from all parts of the world. The meeting 
was addressed by the Bevs. J. G. Bogers, 
Canon Hussey, Dr. S. Manning, Dr. Parker, 
and the Bev. W. Cuthbertson. 

Exeter Hall, at the anniversary of the 
Ragged School Uniony presented the crowded 
appearance which it always does when Lord 
Shaftesbury takes his place to preside over 
the annual distribution of prises to the 
scholars. On this, the thirty-fifth oocaaion 
of the kind, the meeting was informed by 
the report that the Union had had for 
thirty-five years but one President (the noble 
Chairman), one Treasurer (Mr. B. C. L. 
Bevan), and one Secretary (Mr. Gent). In 
connection with the Union it was stated that 
there were 187 Sunday afternoon and even- 
ing schools, with an average attendanee of 
30,697 ; 49 day-schools, with an attendance 
of 4,322; and 174 night-schools, with an 
attendanee of 5,066. Last year 2,246 boys 
and girls began serioualy to support them- 
selves. The work at the mothcaef meetings, 
the men's dubs, and the boys' institutes was 
given in detaiL The ehoeUacks, although 
less in number, had eanied £12^66, which 
was J&273 more than the preceding year. 
I During the evening the young pa^le to 
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^iHloin the prizes had been awiuded sang a 
number of selected pieces. They were ad- 
dressed by the Kev. Oanon M. Hnssey ; and 
among the other speakers were' the Earl of 
Aberdeen and the ]^hop of Peterborongfa. 



\* A tabnlar statement of the receipts 



reported at tlie xeeent anniversaries will be 
found at page 184 of oar present number. 
The amonnt^ there shown as having been 
received' by the Bible and Religions Tract 
Societies include in each case the gross re- 
ceipts — that is, both the income from bene- 
volent sources and' the proceeds of sales. 



ECCLESIASTICAL EVENTS. 



TBS HUSH csnsoH • BintOIK. 
The Qeneral Synod of the Chnrchof Im- 
Isnd held its annuid sessioa recently in the 
Synod Holly DabUn, the Brimate oecspying 
the chain The report of the Beprasentative 
Church Body for last year shotred a fiedling 
off in contribatiiMia, at compared with the 
yeaar preceding, of £22,000. The whole 
invested fund forming the capital of the 
Church now stands at six and arhalf millions, 
producing an inooma of £285,696, or nearly 
four and a»half per cent The propriety of 
the deeorat&ona of Christ Chuzeh' Cathedral 
was, perhaps^ the most vexed question which 
cflone under discuasion in the* course of the 
pvoeeedings. There was a long, debate on 
a motion to the effect that the screen between 
the chancel and the nave in- Christ Church 
waaa cause of offence, and suggesting that it be 
removed. The motion was opposed by (among 
o^ers) the Primate and the Archbiidiop 
of Dublin. It was met by ''the previous 
question/' and the mover and* seconder of 
wfaidi argued that it was a waste of time 
to diwsuis a matter over which the Synod 
had no direct authority. Ultimately the 
qaeetion was put to the vote in the form 
that the Synod pass to the next business; and 
this was esrrted by 14& votes against 88; Not 
only woe the original motion in this case de- 
feated, but the like fate afterwards befell a 
motion to prohibit the erection generally of 
rood-screens. After more than ona discus- 
sioa, a bill was passed, in twelve chapters, 
effecting the codification of the existing laws 
of the Church. The other principal subjects 
which engaged attention from, the Synod were 
the management of the Divinity School of 
Trinity College, Dublin; a propoaaU which 
wss rejeeted, for the revision of the Baptismal 
oiBee ; and the insufficient supply of deigy. 
On this last subject, it waa ultimately agrted' 
to request the two ArobbiBhopB to draw up a- 
special fotm of pcayer thaO^ the hearts of 
fidthful men might be inclined' towards the 
Church's minisSDy. 

TBS GOKaBBOiaiOyAD' UNIOlfi. 

The umuaL asaambly of the Congregational 
Union ot Sngland and Woloa met* on tho: 



13th ult, at: Chriitf Chnrch, Westminster 
Bridge Hood ; the customary business meet- 
ing having been held the evening before at 
the Memorial HoU, Famngdon Street, under 
the pieaidenoy of the Rev*. William Cath- 
bertson, b.Ai, of Bi^op*e Stortford, Chairman 
for the present year. The introductory 
devotions over, the Chairmau delivered hia 
inaogural address on *'' Organized Inde^ 
pendency.*' This year^ Mr. Cuthbertson 
augured, would be memorable in the history 
of £Ioglish Cdngregationalism for the starting 
in practical work- of their " Church Aid and 
Home Missionaiy Society," a scheme for the 
hannonious co-eperation of the Home Mission- 
ary Society, now in its sixtieth year, with 
their County XJuions, thirty-five out of 
thirty-eight of which, a» also the London 
Union, had entered into this confederation 
for further fevongelizing' the country. The 
change had been> looked at by many of their 
brethren as only the lost and most ominoua 
of a seriee of symptoms which showed a 
dangerouriy oesteliaing tendency. Thia 
jealousy it was. the- purpose of the address 
to alloy. A paper having been read by the 
Rev. Dr. Ciemence^on "The ResponsibilitieB 
of the Churches in regard to Christian Work,'.' 
a resolution upon> the subject was passed, on 
the motion of the Rev. J. Radford Thomson, 
seconded by the Rev. P. Colbome. A reao^ 
lution condemnatory of the foreign poUcy of 
the Government was proposed, and, after 
discoasion, was unanimously adopted. The 
session was then adjourned to the 16th ult,. 
when the Rev. W. Cuthbertson having been> 
coUed home by a domestic affliction, his place 
was filled by the Rev. £. Conder, jla. 
Papers, for free conference, were read on 
*< The State of the Church in regard to Re* 
ligion" (the Rev^ Dr. H. Allon), and on 
"The Piaotieal Effect of the Prevdent 
Uneettlemant of Religious Belief" (the Rev, 
A. Mackennal). A resolutbn was also 
passed, commending the tempeaanoe qneov 
tion to the consideration of the Union's 
coostituents;. and, the other items of the 
agenda having been* disposed of, the annual 
seasioft closed*- 
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THE BAPTIST UNION. 

This aBsembly met in Bloomsbury Chapel. 
The Rev. G. Gould, of Norwich, filled the 
chair, as President for the year. Mr. Gould 
took for the subject of his address, ^'Oar 
Present Outlook," confining himself almost 
entirely to denomiDational matters. He 
remarked that now they were settling 
down to work, and putting forth new 
enterprises, it was to be hoped that Baptists 
would draw more together, and attract one 
another. They could justify their ecclesias- 
tical organization only as they could maintain 
their personal union with Christ. The obli- 
gations to spread the Gospel did not rest only 
with apostles and ministers and church 
officers ; it rested equally with church mem- 
bers. At the close of the President's 
address, the report for 1878-9 was read by 
the Key. S. H. Booth. It stated that there 
are in Great Britain and Ireland 3,451 
chapels and 1,028,000 sittings. Church mem- 
bers were returned as about 276,348, Sunday- 
school teachers as 40,216, and scholars as 
nearly 399,317. There are 1,879 pastors, 
«nd 2,652 evangelists as lay preachers. Up- 
wards of 20,000 new sittings have been 
added, costing, with new school-rooms, about 
J&145,000. The amount raised *for evan- 
gelistic work was £16,996. On the motion 
of Dr. Uuderhill, the Rev. F. Trestrail was 
invited to fill the office of Vice-President 
during the ensuing year, and expressed his 
pleasure in accepting the office. Mr. S. R. 
.Pattison was appointed Treasurer, the Rev. 
S. H. Booth, Secretary, and the Rev. J. H. 
Millard, Assistant Secretary. All the reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted by the 
assembly. The Union held an evening ses- 
sion, the topics discussed at which were 
wholly denominational. 

THE UNITED PRBSBTTEBIAN CHURCH. 

The Synod of the United Presbyterian 
Ohurch of Scotland held its annual session, 
last month, in Edinburgh; the Rev. Dr. 
George Jeffrey, of Glasgow, Moderator. The 
Rev. Dr. Scott, the Home Secretary, gave in 
the report on general statistics, which showed 
that the number of members in full commu- 
nion with the United Presbyterian Church 
was 175,066. The number of congregations 
was 544. The total income of the Church 
during the past year had been £367,388. 
Dr. Scott also presented the report of the 
•Home Committee. It stated that the income 
of the two branches of the Home Mission 
>Fnnd had been, last year, £21,463. The 
^Rev. Dr. Hamilton MacGill submitted the 
•report of the Foreign MiasioDB Committee. 



There were nine widely-separated foreign 
missions. In regard to funds, Dr. MacGill 
deeply regretted there had been a deficiency ; 
but he was in no degree desponding. The 
Church raised last year upwards of £1,000 
every day ; and the £5,000 they were be- 
hind was but the work of five days. Mr. 
Slight, the Treasurer of the Church, sub- 
mitted a statement with regard to the mission 
funds of the Church. The total income for 
foreign missions, during the year 1878, 
amounted to £30,371. A minute exprea- 
sive of the Synod's deep sense of loss in 
the death of the Rev. Dr. Harper, Principal 
of the Synod's Theological Hall, having been 
adopted, the Rev. Dr. Cairns was unanimonsly 
appointed his successor, amid loud and pro- 
longed applause. The Moderator intimated 
to him the appointment, of which the new 
Principal declared his acceptance, and ex- 
pressed his profound thanks for ''the on- 
speakable kindness on the part of the Synod." 
The << Subordinate Standards of the Church" 
was the subject of some discussion, and an 
addition to the declaratory statement pre- 
viously adopted, thus completing the whole 
statement as proposed by the committee, 
received the assent of the Synod. The case 
of the Rev. Mr. Macrae, Gourock, whose 
denial of the doctrine of eternal punishment 
has brought him under the censure of the 
Church, occupied more than one sitting. That 
gentleman having been heard in his defence, 
the Synod appointed a commission to deal with 
Mr. Macrae, with presbyterial powers to pro- 
ceed in the case as they see cause, but reserv- 
ing a right of appeal from their decision to 
the next meeting of the S}'nod. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. 8PUROEON. 

For the purpose of presenting a testimonial 
to Mr. Spurgeon, in celebration of his 
'' silver wedding " to the congregation, a meet- 
ing was held on the 20th nit., in the Metro- 
politan Tabernacle. The sum of £6,233, 
raised in subscriptions ranging from farthings 
to £250, was placed at the absolute disposal 
of Mr. Spurgeon, who announced his inten- 
tion of devoting the whole of the money to 
the purposes of the charities under his direc- 
tion. He said he should apply £5,000 of the 
amount as an endowment for the almswomen. 
In the course of the proceedings, Mr. Olney, 
the senior deacon^ said that for many years 
past Mr. Spui*geon had given back, in dif- 
ferent ways, eveiy farthing he had received 
for preaching at the Tabernacle. 

PRIZE B6SAT8 ON THE 8ABBATH. 

The scheme advertised by the Lord's-day 
Observance Society, early in 1878^ is now 
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completed. Ninety-seyen essays were sent 
in. The Key. Canon Falloon, Augustin W. 
Liangdon, Esq., bairister-at-law, and the Bey. 
Dr. Yemer M. Whlte^ acted as examineis. 
They haye made the following award : The 
first prize of £lOO is giyen to the Bey. 
W. L. Baxter ; the second prize of £50 to 
the Bey. Brewin Grant ; an additional prize 
of JB26 to the Boy. Br. J«oob. 

CHECKS TO RITUALISM. 

By the monition of the Court of Arches, in 
the Folkestone Bitual case (Clifton and others 
V, Bidsdale), which was confirmed on appeal 



by the Judicial Committee of the Priyy Coun- 
cil, Mr. Bidsdale was directed to remoye the 
CBucifix from his church of St. Peter's, Folke- 
stone. The monition haying been disobeyed, 
further proceedings were taken to enforce 
obedience, in consequence of which the cru- 
cifix is now remoyed. 

The cn» and candlestick illegally in- 
troduced into the church at St. James's, 
Hatcham, by the new Vicar, has been remoyed 
by Mr. Churchwarden Sanders, acting under 
a faculty granted by the Chancellor of the 
diocese. 



P^isceIIane0Mi 



A Munificent Bequest. — The Boston 
Misnonary Herald for May announces the 
l)eque8t to the American Board of Missions of 
nearly a million of dollars (£200,000). The 
donor, Mr. Asa Otis, was a natiye of Con- 
necticut; he prospered in business, retired 
from it at the age of fifty, and died at the 
age of ninety-three. Mr. Otis took a special 
interest in the work of the American Board, 
and was a large contributor to it during his 
life. 

BoKisH Cathedral in New York. — 
There were imposing ceremonies in New 
York on the 25th ult., at the dedication of 
St. Patrick's Boman Catholic Cathedral, the 
corner-stone of which was laid in 1858. It 
is of Qothic architecture ; its length, 334 feet ; 
width, 174 feet ; with two spires, 334 feet 
high ; and cost 4,600,000 dollars. An im- 
mense crowd filled and surrounded the build- 
ing. Cardinal M'Closkey, eight archbishops, 
nineteen bishops, and four hundred priests 
took part in the dedication. 

The Negroes in the Southern American 
States. — ^The South is slow to leam (says the 
Christian Union), From Arkansas comes the 
account of the murder of two white ministers 
— ^brothers, by the name of Todd — who had 
been sent from Little Bock to labour among 
the negroes of Woodruff County, and, while 
peacefully engaged in their labours, were at- 
tacked by a mob of masked men, fired upon, 
and fatally wounded. One of them liyed to 
get back to Little Bock, the other died on the 
way. A third minister who had accompanied 
them succeeded in escaping with his life. 
From other quarters in the South comes the 
intelligence that religious meetings among the 



negroes at a certain hour of the eyening are 
arbitrarily closed. All this is being done in 
the face of the fact that the negroes are de- 
serting the South by thousands, and that un- 
less the stream is arrested the country will be 
left to desolation. 

Beligious Instruction of the Youno in 
Spezia. — ^A few weeks since the parents of the 
children attending the day and Sunday schools 
in Spezia (says a letter from that city) under 
the presidency of the Bey. £. Clarke, were 
inyited to a conference on the subject of the 
education of children. The response to the 
invitation exceeded the most sanguine expect- 
ations of the friends of Bible teaching, the 
large school-room not only being filled to ex- 
cess, but a large number of persons were 
necessitated to remain outside for want of 
accommodation. The Bey. E. Clarke ex- 
pressed the intense satLsfaction he and his 
friends had in yiewing such an assembly of 
parents, and in knowing the increased confi- 
dence they had in the instruction giyen to 
their children. Addresses were deliyered by 
the President and his yarious coadjutors on 
topics connected with the welfare of families 
and nations, and which tended to demonstrate 
that the Gospel alone affords a sufficiently 
durable foundation on which families and 
nations can build their hopes of real and per- 
manent progress. The new Pope is just now 
displaying his special zeal against Bible schools 
in Italy, and it is to be hoped that this alone 
will furnish earnest Christians with an argu- 
ment sufficiently powerful for aiding according 
to their ability a work that seeks the present 
and eternal happiness of Italian children, as 
also their parents. 
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BfiCBIFTS. 



JUT TH£ BSUOIOUS AN^ITEBSABXES. 



1878. 

BftinsH Anp FoBBOzr Bibci Soanr £^2,368 

Pauvoipal Fo&biok Misbioharf aoauTin — 

Ohnrah MiMionwy Socd»^ 2223,038 

Society for the PropagatUni o£ th0 QospeL 148,438 

WealeyAD Mianpnuy Society 146,017 

London MiBsioDftiy Society 109,348 

Baptist MiaeioDary SodeW 50,068 

Monmu Miniona 16,185 

Sonth Ameriean Ifiiaionary Society 12,467 

EngUah Fretbyterian Miaiions 13,018 



1879. 



£aafii\ 



Colonial, Jxwish, and other Missions — 

Colonial aod Contioental Chnrch Society 

Society for Promotinff Christianity among the Jews 

Primitive Methodiftt Missions 

United Methodist Free Chnrchea? Missions 

British Society for the Jews 

Turkish Missions' Aid Society 

Evan^lical Continental Society 

Colonial Missionary Society 

Foreign Aid Society* 

HoMB Missions— 

Additionsl Curates Sodefy 

Chnrch Pastoral-Axd Society 

London City Mission 

Wesleyan Home Miosions 

CongTMational Chnroh-Aid Society 

Irish Chnrch Missions to the Roman Catholics 

Bishop of London's Fond 

Curates' Angmentatioa Fund 

Missions to Seamen 

Incorporated Chnrch Building Society 

Army Scripture Readers* Society 

Church of England Scripture Readers' Association... 

MetropolitMi Wesleyan Chiqpel Building Fund 

London Diocpstn Home Mission '. 

British and Foreign Sailors' Society 

Protestant Reformation Society 

British and Irish Baptist Home Missions 

Irish Bvangelical Society 

Thames Church Mission 

Royal Naval Scripture Readers' Society 

Midnight Meeting Mofement 



RxLioious Bduoatkhtal Sooibtibb — 

British and Foretgn' School Socioty 

Indian Female Normal School Society 

Christian Vernacular Education Society for India.. 

Wesleyan Education Committee 

Reformatory and Refuge Union 

Sunday School Union 

Raggod School Union 

Church of England Sundsy-sohool Institute 

British Syrian Schools and Bible Missions 

Protestant EdnoatioBal Instltnto 



38,849 

36.480 

33,638 

17,797 

7,030 

3,400 

3,384 

4,368 

2,193 



72,632 

60,406 

61»968 

36,615 

6,199 

21,438 

28.201 

12,600 

12,832 

6,999 

10.173 

11,012 

6,468 

7,696 

4,867 

4,727 

6.800 

2.406 

2,340 

1,920 

1,311 



20.142 
12,334 
9.510 
8,910 
10,963 
4,968 
6,142 
3.006 
4,287 



MiBGiUiAyBoua-- 

ReUgious Tract Society 148,667 

Church Association 7,620 

l^oung Men's Christian AsMwialion 2,866 

Mosthly Tnot SoMsty. 3»536 

Bible Translation Sooety 2,166 

Christian Evidence Society 

. Lord's-day Observance Society 1,366 



239^886 

146,236 

133,333 

101,100 

46,092 

16,871 

13,036 

11,734 



40.387 

36,264 

32,280 

17.860 

6,663 

3.832 

3,144 

2,747 

2,046 



74.929 

66,644 

63.564 

36.631 

30,000 

21,274 

21,016 

16,832 

13,723 

11.282 

10.635 

10,281 

6,966 

4.681 

4,643 

4.363 

3.992 

2,261 

2,061 

2,003 

1,368 



23,676 
16,606 
8,910 
8.469 
6,876 
6,039 
6,216 
4,957 
4,303 
2,372 



149.126 
7,680 
6,416 
4,476 
2,244 
1,500 
1,149 



766, 



386k2i» 



86|4J14 



£1,678.770 



171,89^ 
£1,703,82^ 
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ADDRESS TO MEMBERS OF THE EVANQELIGAL ALLIANCE. 

The fierioQs attention of the Ooancil has been lately directed to the languid condition 
of some of the branchea of the Alliance in varions parte of the United Kingdom. This 
state of things may be accounted for in a measure by the removal of friends whoae fervent 
spirit and local influence contributed largely to the efficiency of those branchesy and to 
whom as yet no successors have appeared. But an impression prevails that the Alliance, aa 
a great Christian organization, has of late years given less heed to the fostering of brotherij 
love and co-operation at home than the importance of the object deserved, and that to this 
cause must be traced a certain decline of sympathy. 

It is the earnest desire of the Council to resuscitate and re-invigoiate the branches in 
Oteat Britain and Ireland, and, while acknowledging shortcomings and un^uthfulness^ to go 
forwaid with revived faith and love in the name of the Lord. Since the formation of the 
Evangelical Alliance, there has never been a period when ite witness for Christian unity and 
love was more called for than it is at present Strifes and heresies abound ; and the people 
of God, distressed and harassed^ are often at a loss for spiritual food and fellowship in the 
midst of the disputes and strange speculations of the day. Therefore is the Alliance not less 
needed, but more needed than ever, as furnishing a central ground of meeting for the dis- 
ciples of the Lord ; and its members and friends are invited and even respectfully uiged to 
rally together under its " banner of love," and renew and extend their efforts for the culti* 
vation and exhibition of Christian unity in life and doctrine, woric and testimony. 

It is hoped that in all branches of the Alliance, united prayer-meetings, if not already 
existing, will be established, so that Christian people may regularly and periodically join in 
devotion to the God and Father of all, without regard to ecclesiastical distinctions. The 
Council is deeply sensible that no work of faith and love can prosper without mueh prayer 
in the Spirit, " watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." 

On b«)half of the Council, 

POLWABTH, President 
J. S. Blackwood, d.d., 1I1.D., William Arthur, h.a.,^ 
Edward Stbanb, d.d.. John Stoughton, d.d., > Hon. Seca. 

Donald Fraser, d.d., ) 

J. FiBLD, I g 

A. J. Arsold, J 

Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C. 

May, 1879. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



The usual monthly meeting of Council was 
held on Thursday, May 8 ; John Finch, Esq., 
in the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Aveling. 

MXW MEMBSBS. 

The following, persons were nnanimously 
admitted to membenhip :— > 
Admiral Gk>ldsmith, Charlton. 
The Rev. B. W. Bncke, Lee. 
Miss Bttcke, Lee. 

The Venerable Archdeacon Whatdyi Lee. 
Mrs. Whately, Lee. 
The Rev. Henry L. Youngs Laew 
Lady Jamieaon, Lee. 
Henry C. Pierson^ Esq., Lee. 
H. B. Dent, Esq., Lee. 
F. Cleeve, Esq., Lee. 
Mxa. Hinde,. Lee. 
MSbb Hlnde, Lee. 



John S. Rivolta, Eaq^, Lewisham.. 

Mrs. Rivolta, Lewisham. 

Miss Anita Rivolta, Lewisham. 

Miss Hume, Blackheath. 

Miss CatroU, Blackheath. 

Miss BenUf Blackheath. 

Samuel Jennings, Esq., Blackheath. 

Charles H. Marten, Esq., BUckheath. 

Walter Eidd, Esq., ild., Blackheath. 

J. Edward Hill, Esq., Pickering. 

The Rev. T. K. Cheyne, ica., Oxford. 

The Rev. J. M. Eppetein, Smyrna. 

OBITnART. 

Reported the death of Mr. Pnroell Fitz- 
Gkrald, a member of this Council. The Secre- 
taries were instructed to express the sympathy 
of this Council with the bereaved family. 

FROVINOtAIi VIK«A9n(»r» 

Colonel Field reported his recent visit to 
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Ireland. He had attended meetings in 
Dublin, Armagh, Newry, Drogheda, Dun- 
dalk, and Rosstrevor. In each place great 
interest was evinced in the operations of the 
Alliance. Also reported that a drawing- 
room meeting had been held at the house of 
Captain liebenrood, &jr., at Lee. 

ADDRESS TO MEMBERS. 

The Secretaries submitted a draft ad- 
dress to members of the Alliance, which 
was adopted, and ordered to be printed and 



circulated after it had been submitted to Uie 
Honorary Secretaries for their approval. 

BASLE CONFERENCE. 

The Secretaries reported progress in the 
arrangements for the Basle Oonference, and 
that over £300 had been contributed to- 
wards the special fund of £700. 

AU6TRLL 

Furdier commnniffialaonB were read on the 
subject of the present religious 
in Austria. 



IRISH BRANCH. 



The monthly meeting of Council was held 
in Dublin on Tuesday, May 6 ; Major Warren 
in the chair. 

The Rev. Ambrose W. Lect, d.d. (Dublin), 
the Rev. John Dodd (Newry), and the Rev. Dr. 
Eccles (Dublin), were elected members of 
Council. 

The following persons were admitted to 
membership : Dr. Patton, Finglas ; Alex- 
ander Ross, Epq.. Alexander Gray, Esq., Miss 
Ashley, Rev. S. J. Whitmee, and Miss Mac- 
Ewan, Dublin ; Rev. Hugh M^Oahie, Porta- 
down ; T. P. Caimes, Esq., J.P., Mrs. Caimes, 
H. B. Coddington, Esq., j.f., Miss Simms, 
and E. L. Lloyd, Esq., Drogheda; Rev. J. 
H. Thorpe, Mrs. Rainsford, Miss Rainsford, 
William Tempest, Esq., M.Williamson, Esq., 
and Mrs. Percival, Dundalk ; John M'Guffin, 
Esq., Newry. 

The Secretary reported that Colonel Field, 
C.B., one of the London Secretaries, had re- 
cently visited Ireland as a deputation from 
the English Branch. A social reunion of the 
members and friends of the Dublin Branch 
had been held in the Christian Union Build- 
ings, and was well attended. An interesting 
meeting was held on the following evening in 
the Lecture-room of Christ Church, Rathgar. 
Meetings were subsequently held in Armagh, 
Newry, Rosstrevor, Dundalk, and Drogheda. 
They were well attended, and an opportunity 
was given of stating the principles and objects 
of the Alliance. Much interest was mani- 
fested in its operations, and a number of 
Christian friends expressed their desire to be 
received in membership. The visit of Colonel 
Field was greatly appreciated. 

The Secretary further reported that the ex- 



aminations in connection with the scheme for 
promoting the study of Christian Evidences 
and Protestant Theology had been held on 
the 29th of April. From statistics which had 
been collected it was computed that more 
than 200 young persons and others had at- 
tended the classes which were held during the 
winter, and eighty-two had attended the ex- 
aminations. So interesting had these classes 
proved, that regret had been expressed when 
they were discontinued, and it was hoped that 
they would be resumed as soon as possible. 
Good is known to have resulted, and it is 
hoped that a scheme so well calculated to 
strengthen the faith of the young, not merely 
to resist the assaults of the great adversaries of 
the truth, infidelity and superstition, but to 
enable them, if necessary, to deal more effec- 
tually with those around them who may be 
ensnared in those errors, will be taken up still 
more widely. The Council expressed satis- 
faction at the success already attained, and 
unanimously decided to continue this im- 
portant work. 

A letter was read from the Hon. and Rev. 
E. V. Bligh, expressing his willingness to 
visit Ireland as a deputation from the London 
Council of the Alliance, and to aid the Irish 
Branch in its work as far as time and circum- 
stances permitted. The Secretary was re- 
quested to return the thanks of the Council to 
Mr. Bligh for so kindly rendering this service. 
It was decided to hold a public meeting in 
the Christian Union Buildings on Friday 
evening. May 9. The Secretary reported 
that arrangements were being made for meet- 
ings in some of the principal towns in the 
south of Ireland. 



ROMISH PERSECUTION IN IRELAND.* 



The Rev. H. W. Townsend, Secretary of the 
Irish Church Missions to Roman Catholics, 
writes : " The society has published a brief 
but painful account of the persecutions en- 



dured by the Protestants and converts in the 
west of Ireland during the past three months, 
and which have been openly sanctioned by the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Tuam, who has 



* "Romifih Penecntion in Ireland during March, 1879.*' Ixmdon : Iriah Church Miasions' Oliiee, 
11, Buckingham Street, Adelphi 
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given £5 as & contribution to the 'Anti- 
Jumper Defence. Fund' now being raised in 
Ireland for the defence of sixteen persons 
who have been committed for trial, for taking 
part in riots in which several respectable 
persons were seriously injured . The windows 
of two churches were broken, six school-houses 
damaged, two school-houses set on fire by night, 
and one of them burnt to the ground ; the in- 
mates — a blind coastguard pensioner, his deli- 
cate wife and four small children — having with 
difficulty escaped with their lives. The Romish 
Archbishop suggests that the society's agents, 
whom he terms ' wretched emissaries of dis- 
order, should pass across to England and there 
spend their labour in the conversion of the 
religiously benighted people of that immoral 
land, and allow the simple and devoted people 
of the parish of Clifden to continue to prac- 
tise, as they practised in the past — in a man- 
ner almost unknown in other countries — the 
aacred virtues of our holy religion.' " 

The society further states that '' several of 
the converts, as well as the agents of this 
society, have lost their all in this cruel per- 
secution ; their stacks of turf (for fuel) have 



been carried off, or burnt ; their supply of 
potatoes destroyed, their live stock starved, or 
actually killed before their eyes ; everything 
that cruelty can devise done to drive them 
out of the land. Yet all this, and even more 
than this, endured with patient forbearance, 
and with constant prayer for their persecutors ; 
in full expectation that out of this evil good 
will come, and that the Lord himself will 
open even their eyes * and turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God' " 

Further outrages have taken place during 
the past month ; and the position of many of 
our poor Protestant brethren would be unbear- 
able, but that they -'^ consider Him who en- 
dured such contrsuliction of sinners against 
Himself " for their sakes. The society hopes 
to be enabled in part to replace what these 
poor people have lost, and looks to public 
opinion in England to be the means of secur- 
ing for Protestantism in Ireland that civil 
and religious liberty which the English Go- 
vernment so freely extends to Roman Catho- 
lics in England. 



RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN AUSTRIA AND IN GREECE. 



It is with great regret that the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance feel compelled to call at- 
tention to the following extracts from com- 
munications just received. It will be seen 
that whilst in conjunction with England and 
the other Great Powers of Europe, in insist- 
ing upon religious liberty being established in 
Servia and Roumania, Austria has been taking 
retrograde steps in its own territories, and 
exercising intolerance towards Protestant com- 
munities to such a degree as to be rightly 
termed persecution. One letter states as fol- 
lows : *' It is, alas ! but too true that a tor- 
rent of persecution is sweeping these lands. 
It seems to be the determinate resolution of 
the Austrian Government to stamp out the 
young Chnstian life that is springing up on 
every side. One remarkable feature of the 
proceedings is, that in no case and in no 
place do the authorities act uniformly; the 
blows are dealt out freely right and left, but 
in such a variety of forms that bystanders 
are puzzled and misled. The most conspi- 
cuous £act8 are the following : At a place 
near Prague, in Bohemia, a few people calling 
themselves by the name of the * Old Reformed 
Church,' are not allowed at their family wor- 
ship to tolerate any individual who is not 
strictly a family member. The police have 
forced their way into their houses, and have 
ordered even the servants out of the room 



whilst family prayers lasted. The Attorney- 
General at Prague, in connection with the 
cases, boldly and publicly maintains that it 
is not even lawful to say grace at meals if 
any stranger is present." 

Last autumn the adherents of the so-called 
"New Church" at Vienna who have been 
having public worship for ten years, were 
forbidden to hold any meetings at aU; and 
about the same time another Protestant com- 
munity in the same city received orders not 
to admit strangers (non-members) to their 
services. 

Last March the Congregationalists con- 
nected with the American Mission were for- 
bidden to have any more meetings whatever 
for divine service either at Prague or Graz, 
in Styria. It was intimated to them that 
not even in their own houses might they 
invite friends for religious purposes ; and the 
leading members were threatened with a fine 
of £10 or twenty-one days' imprisonment if 
they dared to be present at any service held 
beyond the pale of the Churches recognized 
by the State. The services of the Free 
Church of Scotland were equally forbidden 
if conducted in any but the English language; 
and about the same time notice to the same 
effect was given to the Baptist Church at 
Vienna. 

It is also reported that Bible readings, 
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wBioh foor many yeazs faBve been held weekly 
in a priTHtB home and alao in public halls, 
faaTebeen suddenly and peremptoxily stopped. 
These roeetiDgs were entirely free from all 
denominationaliBm, and memberB of the accre- 
dited Protestant Chnrcfaes regnlarly attended. 
A Goyemment delegate nsnally was present, 
and it wonld appear, tfaerefbre, in these cases 
that the proceedings of GoTemment are not 
only in the highest degree arbitiuy, but in 
violation of its own laws. 

A letter lately received from Greece tells 
of the stmggles for religions liberty which 
brethren holding evangelical troth are making 
in that conntTT. Those residing in Yolos, 
on acconnt of the sad occurrences of last July, 
fdt obliged to seek recognition from the 
Turkish Government as a distinct religious 
community, and they enjoy religious freedom 
both with reference to worship and education. 
In Greece, however, it would appear that fall 
religious liberty is not granted by the Con- 
stitution, althongh toleration is exercised to- 



wards tXi refigioos oommiuiitios^ and the 
public services of each may be p erf utin ed 
uuhindered. The Evangelical Greeks natu* 
rally are not satisfied widi simfde toleration; 
they claim for their Church to be recognised 
by the State, and to be relieved fronr the 
restrictionB which are imposed upon them in 
the way of education. The law doea not 
permit any one, whether citizen or foieignery 
who dissents from the State Orthodox Church, 
to establish a school in Gkeece for general 
patronage without catediism, priests, and pic- 
tures. If scholars of the orthodoz fkith 
attend a school, a programme of the leiMms 
to be taught; with the names of teachers, must 
be pieviouBly submitted through the monsreh 
to the Ministry, and lessons in sacred history 
and the catechism must be taught by a priest 
If the Government of Greece wishes to appear 
in a favourable light in the eyes of Europe, 
it must exchange its law of toleration for that 
of full religious liberty, so that every one 
may enjoy equal protection from its laws. 



EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE CONVERSAZIONE. 



Th6 annual Conversazione was held on 
Tuesday, May 20, at TUgenVs Park College, 
by the Idnd permission of the Rev. Dr. Angus, 
President of the College. As on former 
similar occasions, the meeting partook of an 
informal and social character. There was a 
very large and influential gathering of mem- 
bers and friends of the Alliance. Want of 
space forbids our giving anything like a com- 
pete list of those present, but the following 
were amongst the number : The Earl of Kin- 
tore, Sir Hairy Vemey, Bart, the Right 
Hon. Sir Robert Lush, p.c«, Captain the Hon. 

E. Maude, b.n.. General Colin Mackenzie, 
Admiral Nolloth, Colonel Brooke, Colonel 
Noble, Colonel Bruce, Major Malan, Captain 
Kearney White, T. Cave, E^q., ilp., the 
Reva. Prebendary Anderson, Dr. Stoughton, 
Dr. Angus^ Dr. M^Ewan, Dr. Nolan, L, R 
White, Dr. Edmond, J. C. Harrison, J. M. 
Eppstein (Smyrna), Dr. Boyd, James Long, 
R* S. Ashton, Dr. Aveling, W. Ballantyne, 
T. K. Cheyne (Oxford), G. D. Copeland, A. T. 
Edwards, John Matheson, H. W. Townsend, 
W. Tyler^ J. & Russell, W. AUaa, J. C. 
Gallaways S. Hebdttch, J. V. Mummery, Dr. 
Trail, Dr. Wickson^. Thomas Penrose, Fred. 
Smithy J. de Kewer Williams, Dr. Willis^ 
A. a Bomatly E. G. Porter (United States), 
John Gritton^ D. A. Henehell, J. Armstrong, 

F. Berkley^ S. K. F. Ralph, J. Clarke^ J. 
Dunlop, W. G. Elmslie, Pastor Frost(Swedsn), 
*£. X. WatenaaB, Dr. Catlisr; and. Messrs H. 



J. Atkinson, Donald Matheson, R. A. Macfie 
F. Ebrenzdler, S. Hanson, Marcus Martin, 
Dr. Picard, Dr. Kidd, John Pike, Samuel 
Gumey, T. R. Andrews, Lockhart Gordon, 
R; Johnston, R. C. Morgan, John Remfiy, 
P. Broe, Thomas Gamett, John Groom, Ed- 
ward Hunter, and- R. T. Webb. 

Tea and coffee having been served in the 
spadous dining hall, the company assembled 
in the library, under the presidency of the 
Right Hon. Sir Robert Lush, in the unavoid- 
able absence of Lord Polwarth. 

After a hymn had been sung, a passage of 
Scripture was read by Mr. Donald Matheson. 
Prayer was then offeied by the Rev.- Dr. 
Angus and the Earl of Eantoie. 

Colonel Field, C.B., one of the Secretaries, 
read an extract from a letter from the Ri^t 
Hon. Lord Polwarth. His lordship writes: 
^' It would, have given me great pleaaure to 
be at the Alliance meeting, and I felt desirous 
of making personal acquaintance with those 
who will be. present. May I request you in 
my name to express my sincero regiet at 
bcdng detained in Scotland. Had I been 
present, it was my desire to say a few words 
regarding- the great infliMOo* the Evnagelicjd 
Alliance is calculated to exesdse- in the ad- 
vancement of spiritual life aBon^it aU Pro- 
testant churches. It has many wmya of 
doing great good, and I am sore none will 
tend more to the advaneeanaat of Chnatfa 
caaso and king^om^than thisb Tha. Waafcof 
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Pnyer is one great mesiiB to UtoM e&d ; and I 
siiioeiely hope that the approaching Con-< 
feienoe at Bade will he ao ordeied aa to^ 
reaolt in the revival and quickening of spiri- 
tnal life in all who ahall he present ; bo that, 
jifipening afterwaTds, they will hear with 
them far and wide a mighty influence for 
good. We are not only one hody in Ohriut, 
but one with Himself and partakoFs of His 
life. The Allianoe is, and will he still more, 
a living manifestation of that oneness in Him 
and life through Him." 

Sir Bohert Lush said : I shore in the regret 
felt hy all here in the unavoidable absence of 
our President He would have rejoiced, I 
know, in seeing such a goodly number pre- 
aent, for every Christian will be thankful to 
eee so many persons of different denomina- 
tions agreeing to manifest that love which is 
the highest attainment of the Christian life. 
I earnestly hope this meeting will prove 
useful to us in that direction. Hero we sink 
all denominational differences, feeling that 
we are the servants of one Master. As I 
have the pleasuro of being able to call upon 
eeveral well-known brothren who will address 
you^ I will not detain you with any further 
words of my own. 

CHRIBTIAN XnStlOS, 

The Rev. Probendary Anderson said it was 
a common opinion among Englishmen, almost 
amounting to the strongth of a conviction, 
that it was impossible for Englishmen to com- 
bine together for any purpose whatever. He 
did not know any fiallacy more widely spread, 
or one so difficult to rofute. It waE>, how- 
ever, he believed, completely rofuted by such 
a meeting as the present. He regarded it as 
one of the greatest privileges of his life to 
stand in this noble hall^ to look into the 
faces of members of so many different 
churches ropresented here. He might per- 
haps be permitted to say that the College was 
never devoted to a higher purpose than to 
that of this gathering. They were assembled 
that evening as the avowed friends of Chris- 
tian union, and this seemed to remind him 
that thero wero two kinds of union. There 
was the false unity which consists in meroly 
stereotyped agreement, and which insisted 
on the members of a particular church ap- 
pearing to be in harmony. It was in effect 
despotic, and destructive of liberty, truth, 
and charity ; for all that ito promoters aimed 
at was that external harmony should not be 
broken. Since the day of Stephen's mar- 
tyrdom thero had never existed in the world's 
history a corporate unity of the Church under 
one visible hrad. It had been said that if a man 



in England weie to meeti say, twrive penons, 
there wonld be no doubt that many of them 
would belong to difiinent roligions. To tins, 
however, it might be fairly answerod, that 
seven of -them might belong to different deno- 
minations, but most of them would belong to 
the same roligion, and most of them would be 
found accepting the principles of the Evangel- 
ical Alliance. He thought the providence of 
Qod had been on their side with rofennce to 
the principles of the Alliance, in making them 
mora widely spread. If they went back to 
the foundation of the Bible Society, and 
traced its history from the beginning, they 
would see that the society, whieh had proved 
such an unspeakable blessing, was founded on 
the very principles of the Alliance. The 
same might be said, according to a leading 
article of the Tmsi of that morning, of nine- 
tenths of the gnat societies holding their 
meetings in May. He believed time was 
working on their side, and that the principles 
of the Alliance will commend themselves 
moro and moro to Christian men all over the 
world. It was not only the Bible Society 
which maintained their principles, but in the 
Religious Tract Society they had a yet moro 
marvellous manifestetion of them, for it might 
be said to be managed entiroly on the prin- 
ciples of the Evangelical Alliance. The 
Christian Evidence Society was also bearing 
witness to the mighty influence which was 
being exerted by it on the minds of Christian 
Englishmen. Cardinal Newman had said, the 
other day, that it was impossible for men to 
hold any dogmatic faith, because roligions 
truth was according to each man's realization 
of it. Now they ropudiated teaching of that 
kind, and he was glad of the opportunity of 
appealing to a great meeting like this to show 
that from the very commencement of the Alli- 
ance it was based upon reason and upon con- 
science. He did not say that all friends of union 
wero members of the Evangelical Alliance, 
but they earnestly desirod that all who be- 
lieved in their principles should support them 
by their good wishes and sympathy. The 
man who stood on the platform of the Alliance 
was not a worse Chnrohman because he met 
Nonconformists hero and took part with them 
in the same labours of love. By so doing 
they compromised no essential truth nor any 
distinctive part of their several churohes. In 
this period of growing infidelity and unbelief, 
he believed they should endeavour moro than 
ever to work together. They had all that 
they needed for this : they had the unity of 
the Spirit and liberty of conscience. He 
reaUy did not know anything mors wonder- 
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ful or more encouraging than the testimony 
they were continaally receiviog from friends 
on the Continent with regard to the inflaence 
and power of this Alliance. 

The Chairman read a telegram, announcing 
that the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, one of the 
Honorary Secretaries, had met with a serious 
accident, which would prevent his attendance 
that day. The Rev. J. C. Harrison offered 
prayer for all the children of God in afflic- 
tion, and especially for Dr. Blackwood. 

THE BaSLB OOmrBBEKGB. 

The Bev. Dr. Stoughton said he hoped it 
would not be considered out of taste if he con- 
gratulated the Chairman upon the well-earned 
honour which had recently been conferred 
upon him. They were all very glad that, in 
connection with all the cares devolving upon 
him as a member of the Privy Council, he 
had been able to spend an hour with them 
that evening. There were those who con- 
tended that it was impossible, apart from de- 
nominational Christianity, to carry on evangel- 
istic work ; that it was not possible even to 
circulate Christian literature apart from de- 
nominational Christianity. He himself was a 
firm believer in what might be called unde- 
nominational Christianity, in the Christianity 
which underlies all forms of Christian worship 
and belief. If they did not recognize this, he 
did not know that they could find a basis on 
which the Church could rest. When they 
looked back, they saw such an amount of dis- 
agreement that unless there could be some found- 
ation on which they could rest, the unity of the 
Church must be a dream. He thought they 
should distinguish between theology and re- 
ligion. The Evangelical Alliance had always 
recognized this distinction, and it was on this 
basis they rested that day. They had met es- 
pecially in reference to the Conference to which 
they were looking forward. A good many of 
these gatherings had now taken place, and they 
had always proved occasions of great interest 
No one, for example, could have attended the 
New York Conference in 1873 without bring- 
ing away some precious remembrances which 
would never be lost, and which would follow 
them into the eternal world. The^days they 
spent there were days of heaven on earth. 
The influence exerted over them was not due 
to any extraordinary intellectual power on the 
part of speakers, but to the deep sympathy 
which found expression in the words of all. 
And now they were looking forward to a 
meeting in Basle of a similar character. He 
did not know why they might not anticipate 
a time of refreshing of the same kind. In 
New York they had a multitude of persons 



able to take part in the proceeding^*, but in 
Basle they could not expect thi^i. Neverthe- 
less, they were looking forward to the joy of 
having a large gathering. They would meet to 
uphold those principles to which reference had 
been made again and again. Many French and 
Qerman friends would be present, and English 
frieu'ls were anxious to diminish any prejudices 
which might be in existence. The meettog 
to which they were looking forward was im- 
portant because it would be the fint held 
since the reconciliation between France and 
Germany. When they met in New Tork 
the German-Franco War was proceeding ; but 
now they could gather with the possibility of 
renewing brotherly feelings. The geographical 
position of Switzerland was favourable to their 
receiving visitors from France and Germany ; 
it would be a central point ; and he had no 
doubt they would be joined by a goodly 
number of visitors. Very delightful it would 
be in that spot, close to the most glorious 
scenery in the world, to meet to worship God, 
and to have their feelings of devotion strength- 
ened and stimulated. Many interesting his- 
torical associations would be recalled. The 
name of Erasmus would come before them 
again and again, although he might not per- 
haps have sympathized entirely with their 
views. There was, however, a breadth of 
mind which fairly rose above the narrowness 
of the Church with which he was connected. 
There were names eonnected with Basle, names 
of men who certainly would have fully sym- 
pathized with them, — Hooper, who died in 
Gloucester, and wrote letters to Basle, and 
John Foxe, the martyrologist, who spent a con- 
siderable time there. These and many more 
would come before them, and they might look 
forward to this meeting as one of pe'*.uliar in- 
terest. He would not close without saying a 
word upon the careful arrangements which 
had been made. Friends in Basle have 
candidly said that we must not expect to 
find that they will vie with Amsterdam or 
Berlin, or other places visited by the Alliance, 
but that they will do their best. There 
was a modesty about their invitation which 
elicited admiration, and he sincerely hoped 
they would have a large gathering. A great 
number of American brethren would attend 
to take part in the business, and there would 
be also brethren from Scotland and Ireland. 
There would be plenty of Kn gliftb speaking, 
and he hoped that England would be well 
represented. He earnestly hoped that they 
would be accompanied by the presence and 
blessing of the Master. 

The Rev. Dr. McEwan said it wasunneeeesaiy 
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to add one word to the earnest appeal which 
had been made by Dr. Stongbton, and he 
iroold hope that this woald be very heartily 
Tesponded to. He had been reminded of 
what the late Dr. Quthrie had said imme- 
diately after his return from Switzerland. 
'^ No man ought to go out of this world 
until he has seen Switzerland/' had been his 
remark. With reference to the aim of the 
Alliance, the speaker added, that it was not 
only to lose sight of all denominational dif- 
ferences, but even of ourselves, in the con- 
templation of the glories of the Divine 
Redeemer. The great lesson which the 
Alliance taught was that the power of the 
Church to do good in this world was not in 
itself, but in the life of Chnst as that life 
was manifested through His own people. 
The Alliance believed that Gkxl could speak 
to the hearts of men through His own truth, 
rather than by any words of men, however 
wise. Tlie telegraph wire was not laid on 
the surface of the Atlantic, for the law was 
that the deeper the wire was laid beneath 
the power of tossing winds and billows, the 
surer would be the electric throb. And thus, 
he believed, when they were clear of their 
denominational differences, they came to rest 
in the calm deep of God's own truth, the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

The Bev. S. Hebditch having inquired as 
to the arrangements in connection with the 
Basle Conference, 

Mr. A. J. Arnold, one of the Secretaries, 
in response to the call of the Chairman, 
said that the President, Lord Polwarth, 
and several of the Vice-Presidents had ex- 
pressed the hope that they might be able 
to be present at the Conference. Among 
the English speakers already selected to 
give addresses, the following were included : 
The Hon. and Bev. E. V. Bligh, Bev. 
William Arthur, Bev. Dr. Stonghton, Bev« 
Canon Battersby, Bev. Dr. Eraser, Bev. Dr. 
Bigg, Bev. Eustace B. Conder, Bev. Dr. 
Murray Mitchell, and Bev. Dr. Pope. A lai^ge 
number of influential members had also sig- 
nified their intention to be present. From 
the United States Branch some forty or fifty 
of the leading friends of the Alliance had 
been delegated to the Conference. In regard 
to the accommodation of visitors, it was stated 
that the Basle Committee were making ar- 
rangements for reduced rates. At one of 
the hotels some sixty members would be 
located at the moderate charge of 5^ 
francs per day. Beference was then made 
to travelling. The Qreat Eastern Bailway 
Company had agreed to a reduction of fares 



for members of the Conference, and this 
line had, therefore, been chosen as the official 
route. Mr. Arnold concluded by appealing 
for contributions to the special fund needed 
to defray the necessary expenses. The sum 
of X700 was required, but only half of the 
amount had as yet been received. 

The Bev. Dr. Aveling thought that the in- 
formation thus given had been valuable, and 
that all who had not been to Switzerland 
would now feel some desire to journey 
thither. If there had been time, he should 
have liked to have spoken on the theme to 
which the Prebendary had referred — the re- 
markable address of Cardinal Newman. He 
had told us that if he had met seven out 
of twelve Protestants, it would have been 
impossible to find unity amongst them with 
regard to dogruacic truth. Now, even Car- 
dinal Newman, if he had not been such a 
recluse, and had come a little more into 
the world of men, would have altered his 
opinion. He might perhaps be permitted 
to express the opinion that he believed him 
to be one of the most honest of men, but 
that, instead of following the leading of the 
** kindly light," of which he sang years ago, 
he had been going after an ignU-faium. 
Speaking of the New York Conference as 
one of the most pleasant of gatherings, the 
speaker said he believed they might antici- 
pate quite as much pleasure in connection 
with their meetings at Basle. 

The Bev. J. M. Eppstein said he was a stranger 
in one sense amongst them, yet he felt per 
fectly at home. He had belonged to the 
Evangelical Alliance for more than a quarter 
of a century. On the shores of the Euphraler, 
the Tigris, and the Nile, he had been work- 
ing with them for Christ, and he was thank- 
ful for this opportunity of expressing his 
hearty gratitude to the much-beloved Evan* 
geUcal Alliance. He had often derived the 
greatest delight in receiving the programmes 
announcing the arrangements for the Week 
of Prayer. Everyone rejoiced in the sub- 
jects chosen for prayer. He thought it was 
impossible to be a true Christian without 
feeling an interest in all who professed the 
same faith and cherished the same hope. 
Thi3 was the reason of the Alliance having 
friends in Arabia, Syria, and Palestine, and 
of their having many friends in Smyrna. For 
thirteen years they had held their meetings, 
and they had come in friendly fellowship 
with Qermans, Americans, Lutherans, and 
Calvinists, and were able to preach the Gos- 
pel sometimes in German, in French, or in 
Greek. On one occasion they had what 
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might be oaUed ''a polyglot" meeting, and 
there were addrenee deliyered in no less 
than eeyen langoagen, and in aeven dif- 
ferent langiiagee they offered up prayer to 
their one Father. They had memhJars of the 
Episcopal Chnrch ; they had Americans, 
Greeks, Turks, and converted Jews amongst 
them. On every Saturday he preached the 
Gospel to a number of Jews, and they prayed 
together now in the name of Christ. 

The Rev. E. G. Porter said he brougbt with 
him the cordial salutations of his countrymen 
to British Christians. They believed most 
heartily in the principles of the Alliance, 
which had been so clearly illustrated that 
day. It was part of their fondamental doc- 
trine, he might say, that in Christ we are 
one. The papers read and the addresses 
delivered in New York had become part of 
their literature, and he knew that many still 
found pleasure in reading again and again the 
history of those pleasant days. He hoped 
the meetings whi(^ they were anticipating in 
Basle would prove equally precious. In 
announcing his intention and that of other 



friends to attend, he said, amidst 
amusement, "We will come, and we will 
pay our own bills." 

The Bev. John Gritton said he was per- 
mitted the opportonity of invitfaoig friends who 
intended visiting Bade to come on to Bexne, to 
the conference which would be held thete on 
the subject of ''The LordVday." It 
most important that friends should be 
working in unison. 

The Hev. D. A. Herschell said it should 
not bo forgotten that the Protestant paators 
of Bohemia were not allowed by luw to 
leave their parishes, and they might not 
be with the Alliance at Basle on this 
account. This fact, he thought, ought to 
be known, that in the old land of Huts 
there was now a great deal of petty 
pervecution. Ministers were subjeet to 1m- 
priaonment and fine if they wished to take 
part in such gatherings as those to which 
they were now looking forward. 

The meeting was closed with prayer offered 
by the liev. Dr. Edmond. 
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JULY, 1879. 
THE MONTH. 

The more thoroughly the Irish IJiiiversity Bill of the O'Conor Don is under- 
stood, the more vigorous and determined is the opposition it encounters. Under a /'vV** 
fair form and plausible exterior, the measure but barely veils the most insidiouy ^* 
designs. It professes to be a Bill for giving to the Irish people the sort of universit/'^ .' .^ 
education they desire and demand. It is, in reality, a Bill for giving to the RomiG(l]£ ^ Z -^ , 
priests power to control all such education, and so to mould it as to make the nexC <*w* ' ^ 
generation of educated Irishmen the abject tools and vassals of the clergy. ThV *^ ^\ 
scheme is not avowedly a Ronush one, but the non-Romish colleges to be affiliated^ . ^ 
to the proposed new university are comparatively nily and, on any question of 
moment as between Romanists and Protestants, would at once and altogether be out- 
voted; whilst the training and supervision of the Romish colleges is entirely com- 
mitted to the priests ! The proposal to endow such an university with the public 
money of the State is justly felt to be equivalent, in principle, to an endowment of 
the Church of Rome itself, to be a reversal of the policy of disestablishment, and to be 
an attempt to secure for the Eloman Catholic religion in Ireland that pecuniary aid 
which, on public grounds, has been withdrawn from the Protestant religion. Hence 
it is resisted not only by those who, although friendly to Establishments in general^ 
are hostile to the establishment of Popery, but also by the Protestant Dissenters 
and those who object to all Establishments. These, throughout the country, are 
everywhere taking united and decisive action against the scheme of the O'Conor 
Don. There can, in fact, be little doubt that the Evangelical bodies, almost to a 
man, will oppose the scheme ; and their resistance, backed by religious public opinion 
out of doors, may tend to counteract the motives which incline so many of our public 
men on both sides of the House of Commons to support a Bill conceived solely in 
the interests of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Ireland. Heartily shall we 
rejoice if the spirit now awakened on this subject shall result in the rejection of a 
Bill founded on no recognized principle of justice, in antagonism to the most approved 
maxims of religious freedom, calculated to excite and embitter sectarian dissensions^ 
and certain to perpetuate, in the sister island, the long night of Papal darkness, and 
the intolerable tyranny of clerical and priestly rule. 

Amongst other reasons for politicians hesitating to support the University Bill 
of the O'Conor Don, might be urged the fact that, although clearly meant to promote 
the objects of the bishops of the Romish Church in Ireland, the hierarchy have not 
themselves formally signified their approval of, or concurrence in, the scheme. Even, 
therefore, should the leaders of both parties in Parliament agree to pass it, hoping 
thereby to get quit T>f another Irish grievance, they have no security that, when 
passed, the bishops may not refuse to accept it as any final or decisive settlement of 
the question in dispute. On that question the pretensions of the hierarchy alwaya 
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have been high. In 1873 they clamoured for formal recognition — for the establish- 
ment and endowment of a Koman Catholic university, as sucJi, and for their own 
exclusive management of its affairs. Now, although the 0*Conor Don's Bill will 
effect all that was substantial in their previous demand, it is, in form, an abandon- 
ment of the pretensions then so loudly made. The proposed University is, indeed, 
to be founded and supported by the State; but the religious instruction therein given 
will not be recognized as a subject for examination, nor will proficiency therein aid 
in attaining either a fellowship, a scholarship, or a degree. When, however, we 
remember that the policy now adopted at the Vatican is not quite so uncompromising 
(though more practical) as that in vogue in Pio Nono's days, it seems not unlikely 
that although the bishops could not consistently express their satisfaction with the 
present Bill, policy may have dictated its practical acceptance. 



The Court of Appeal has reversed the judgment of the Queen's Bench Division 
in the Clewer case. Nothing that of late years has occurred in relation to the 
Bitualistic controversy more strikingly illustrates the absolute uncertainty of 
law in matters ecclesiastical, even when affecting points of vital and primary im- 
portance. Reversals of judgment on appeal have indeed been frequent, and we 
have witnessed ere now controversies between judges themselves which have not 
redounded to the credit of the law, or tended to uphold respect for it« decisions. 
But nothing can more clearly tend to the flagrant violation of all law than the belief, 
now, we may say, justly prevalent amongst the clergy, that they may transgress law 
with impunity under almost all circumstances, and to any extent whatever that they 
please ; a belief which the Clewer case, even more than those which have preceded 
it, will most certainly confirm. The Bishop of Oxford's contention that the words 
of the Church Discipline Act which empower him, on the complaint of parishionezs 
of illegal practices on the part of an incumbent, to issue a commission of inquiry, are 
permissive only, and not obligatory, is by this last decision affirmed; but it may 
yet be overruled by the House of Lords, to whom a further appeal has to be made, 
and with whom rests the final adjudication in this remarkable case. 



The present state of trade and the prospects of agriculture throughout the 
country are, we fear, far from encouraging ; the continuance of heavy rains en- 
dangers not only the hay harvest, but the later and more important harvest of the 
precious grain. That the times are hard for the farmers, there is no manner of 
doubt; that they will be hard, too, for many classes of consumers, there is too much 
cause to apprehend. There has been a succession of indifferent harvests for several 
years, and although free trade happily preserves us from fear of famine or of famine 
prices, it is undoubtedly true that when the agricultural interest is in a state, as at 
present, of serious depression, other interests will suffer in proportion. We are glad 
to note that many of our largest landowners are showing practically their sympathy 
with their struggling tenants by remitting large amounts of rents, either wholly or 
in part. ^^ 

The recent exciting scenes in the French Chamber, resulting in the temporary 
suspension of M. Paul de Cassagnac from his functions as a deputy, seem to indicate, 
on the part of the Bonapartists, a determination to bring, if possible, parliamentary 
institutions and parliamentary procedure into public and general contempt. The 
moderation and self-restraint of the Bepublic and its supporters have of late been 
conspicuous, and have commanded, amongst all parties, the respect of unprejudiced 
and candid men. The attempt of late to discredit the Government by reviving in 
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the Assembly the duorderlj practices and stormy struggles of a more unsettled 
period, can only recoil on the heads of its promoters, and expose them to the 
condemnation and contempt they merit. Compared with the conduct of the 
French obatructiveSy and the incidents thereby produced, that of the Irish phalanx 
in our own Legislature, led by Messrs. Biggar and Pamell, seems innocttoos and 
tame. The French Qovemment will, however, weather the storm ; and should theyi 
by a wise discretion and forbearance, take advantage of the confusion and dismay 
into which the Bonapartist party are now thrown by the death of the Prince 
Imperial, they may establish their own power and the institutions of the Republic 
on a firm and lasting basis. Although it would not be reasonable to infer that the 
crushing blow which has just fallen on the Imperialists will annihilate their party — 
although the principles or ideas on which the Empire was based may still survive — 
there can be no doubt that for the present they have received a most efficient checks 
which augurs well for France, inasmuch as it greatly improves her prospects of 
future tranquillity and peace. Imperialism, with its plots and intrigues, and its 
ideas of military conquest, has not as yet finally collapsed; but its hopes arie fainter, 
and the power of its adherents decidedly upon the wane. 



'The Golden Wedding of the Emperor of Germany has been celebrated with 
•«very demonstration of gladness and respect. Unsatisfactory as, in many ways, is 
the condition of society in that country, the personal popularity of the Sovereign 
suffers no abatement ; and the fiftieth anniversary of his marriage was the occasion 
of general rejoicing. In the earlier part of his reign he was perhaps feared rather 
than beloved ; but the part he played in the unification of Germany, the upright- 
ness and decision of his chaiacter, and hb fidelity to hb promises, caused him 
gradually, but surely, to rise in popular esteem. We could wiah that his views of 
government were more liberal, and that ''militarism" did not form so essential a 
part of the system he administers ; but, according to the faith that is in him, he 
has done his best to promote the well-being of his people, and to extend the influence 
of Germany throughout the nations of the Continent. These facts the people 
themselves clearly recognize, and whatever cause for discontent may be found 
.amongst them, they unite heartily in paying both to his public intentions and his 
private character their tribute of appreciation and regard. 

• It appears that the representatives of the Great Powers at Constantinople have 
^t length agreed upon united action in respect oi Greece. Simultaneously identical 
notes have been presented to the Sultan's Government, urging the Porte immedi- 
ately to appoint delegates for the rectification of the Greek frontier. It will be well 
should these representations be listened to, as one great obstacle to the pacification 
of Eastern Europe will thereby be removed. On another matter of importance, 
too, the Powers are agreed ; and that is the deposition of the refractory Khedive 
of Egypt. His abdication has been demanded by the Consuls-General of England and 
Austria, of Germany and France ; the Austrian and German representatives, how- 
over, giving the Sovereign of Egypt the alternative of paying the creditors of the 
floating debt in full. The subject is now under the consideration of the Porte, the 
Khedive himself declining to vacate his throne; and it is believed that the Sultan's 
Government, whilst desirous of his abdication, are not as yet prepared to effect hia 
deposition vi et armis. 

The latest advices from South Africa indicate that, after apparently considerable 
hesitation and delay. Lord Chelmsford had finally arranged for his advance into 
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Zululand. Although no formal change is announced in the programme, it is under- 
stood that the General intends pushing forward on a different route from that at 
first resolved on ; not caring, in the &ice of reports affirming that Cetewayo contem- 
plates a raid into Natal, to advance upon a course which would leave the colonial 
frontier comparatively undefended. The advance of the 2nd Division is, it is stated, 
still defen'ed for want of transport and supplies. A scarcity of grain is apprehended, 
which, it is thought, will seriously impede the movements of the cavalry. Want of 
knowledge of the country is another great ohstacle to the forward movement of the 
troops. Such maps as exist are unreliable, and the reports of scouts and recon- 
noitring parties as to the relative position of mountains, roaJs, and rivers are of the 
most uncertain and conflicting kind. From the camp at Utrecht we learn that the 
military position is very much what it was six months ago ; and that now, as then, 
one decisive victory wouid probably terminate the war. But how is this to be 
obtained, when short supplies and inadequate means of conveyance prevent the 
advance of the forces just at the very season when their operations would he most 
likely to succeed? Judging from appearances, it seems probable that Sir Garnet 
Wolseley will arrive upon the scene of action before any event of a decisive kind 
shall have occurred. It may, of course, be that such an issue of the matter wUl be 
best. We may then witness a change of policy which will prove the beginning of 
the end, especially as Parliament has distinctly intimated that it is opposed to a policy 
of annexation. 

The melancholy death of Prince Louis Napoleon has evoked, as was natural, a 

general feeling of regret at his untimely end, and of sympathy with his bereaved 

and afflicted mother, who, by the unexpected and terrible character of the event, 

seemed at first completely overwhelmed. We are glad to learn that the ex-Empress 

is now recovering her calmness and self-possession, and that the serious apprehensions 

entertained with respect to the effects of her loss upon herself have been dispelled. 

The feeling of compassion evinced towards her is irrespective of all party, and such 

as Englishmen, to their credit, will always manifest towards those afflicted with so 

great a grief. That grief ia, doubtless, aggravated to the Empress Eugenie by the 

fact that she consented, readily, as it would seem, to the departure of the Prince for 

Zululand. While, however, we sympathize with the desolate one, we must not forget 

that the tragic fact has its public as well as its private side; and that, rightly read, 

it inculcates a lesson which earthly potentates, in proportion as they need it^ seem 

but slow to learn. The Prince had no especial interest in the war in South Africa, 

and certainly no quarrel with the Zulus. He seems to have joined the British army 

in obedience to those instincts and that training which taught him that to shine in 

arms was the greatest glory of a prince. To perfect his military education was to 

him and to his friends the one great end to be secured. Doubtless his house attained 

to the distinction they so long enjoyed by their military prowess, but no less is it 

true that their wars have been their ruin. The remark applies equally to Napoleon i. 

and Napoleon iii., and the ''baptism by fire" of the Prince Imperial indicates the 

path marked out for him by parental fondness and ambition. The Prince appears to 

have won for himself the favourable opinion of those with whom he lived, and the 

more may we regret that a young man of irreproachable character in private life 

should fall a victim to the military notions of the age — notions which certainly 

might be corrected by an event which seems so impressively to say, " They that 

take the sword shall perish by the sword.*' 
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PRANCE. 



[From our own Coxrespondentl 

Paris, Jane 18, 1879. 

THS nVFIDVL ATTACK ON BOKE. 

We believe that Christians have little need 
in Fiance to fight Borne. What they have 
to do is to preach and live Christ. The 
'* Scarlet Beast " and the '* Scarlet Woman/' 
those strange allies, are breaking more and 
more away from each other with a violence 
which cannot but strike the most indifferent. 
Infidel democracy, gathering np its strength 
for the mastery, is daily mocking, denuding, 
holding up to scorn, tearing to shreds, de- 
vouring the very being of the Romish 
hierarchy, so long its tyrant. Trumpet- 
tongued, the French press, of all shades of 
red, is giving itself full scope against Bome 
in every conceivable form by pen and pencil. 
Missiles of all kinds, from the liliputian 
needle to the crushing steam-hammer, are in 
tremendous daily use. The false Church, 
which said, '*! sit as a queen," and which 
still wears purple and fine linen, is univer- 
sally represented clothed in black, in the 
ludicrous and sometimes appalling representa- 
tions of her follies and crimes; while her 
upstart, galling adversary flares scarlet in her 
iiace, or back! Ajb must inevitably be the 
case, Christianity gets many a *' shrewd 
brush" by the way, from being seen through 
the black drapery of the infdme, as Voltaire 
delighted to call Jesuitry. The editor of the 
Anti'Clericaly a new important little paper, 
got off lately from a law-suit by declaring 
that he had not written a word against 
Christianity while exposing Bome ! 

PROSPKCTS or THE NATI027. 

France is thought by observant minds to 
be in an increasingly perilous state ; and 
the more so that most of those whom we 
regard as the wholesome leaven, or the salt 
of the earth, seem to join others in crying 
peace and safety. Shades of opinion and 
moderate parties tend to disappear and leave 
a fearful chasm between extremes, so that 
opposite sides clash with violence. The late 
scenes in the Versailles Legislature hold out 
little promise of quiet deliberation when the 
deputies shall return to the Palais Bourbon 
in Paris. The temptation will be great to 
the working men to renew the attempts of 
1848, and clear the Chamber of sach hot- 
headed triflers. Paris is, however, to be 



illuminated on the occasion. As to the 
state of France ¥rith regard to 

EVANGELIZATION, 

we cannot agree with some who see all fair 
for Protestantism. But what may be said 
with truth is that past years of steady Bible 
col portage and tract distribution are bearing 
their natural fruit in many places, and that 
here and there, where Protestants have taken 
courage to speak up for their Lord, there 
have been favourable impressions ; souls 
have been gained to Christ, and signatures 
have been obtained as adhesions to Protest- 
antism. Wherever zeal and boldness is 
shown and love for souls manifested, results 
are apparent ; and the greater administrative 
freedom now enjoyed enables many to try 
their powers for evangelization, and, by 
God's blessing, to succeed. The cry is for 
men of popular talent and love for souls. 
The danger is, that if the Protestants in the 
neighbourhood are not equal to carrying on 
the work liegun by the itinerant evangelist, 
the people, moved for a moment, either re- 
lapse into Bomanism or fall to Voltaire. It 
is a vision of the sixteenth century, and none 
of the nineteenth, that would pretend that 
France is becoming Protestant. The work 
we are called to is — we cannot too much 
repeat it — to hold up Qod's free, glorious 
Gospel through a living, crucified, interced- 
ing, coming Saviour. It is still seed-time, 
and greater facilities than heretofore exist for 
sowing broadcast, by word and pen, through- 
out the land. By all means, then, help 
societies and individuals in their efforts to 
spread the Gospel, not on the visionary 
ground of erroneous estimates and hopes 
based on mere imagination, but on the very 
solid basis of the fact of eminently perilous 
times and short lime to work in. 

The extent to which nearly a whole com- 
munity may be led astray by a spirit of error 
is seen in the case of the lUformateur, That 
journal has now ceased to exist by the unani- 
mous agreement of the proprietors and share- 
holders. 

PROTESTANT DECLENSION. 

The spiritual feebleness of the churches 
generally lies in the relaxing of their grasp 
on the Scriptures of God. When in the 
seats of learning miracles are explained away, 
what marvel if inferior agents thrust Balaam's 
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088 or Jonah's fish out of the region of facts 7 i the needy churches, and brotherly love » 
When the majority of pastors refuse an equal thus called out and manifested. The Free 
degree of inspiration to '* all Scripture,'' what 
marvel if Scripture-readers expatiate on what 
they think is to be believed and what they 
think may be doubted? .When the chief 
leaders of the Churches' hope tell the young 
pastors that one need not believe all that one 
is bound to teach — that there is a popular 
creed and a scientific one — what wonder if 
pastors and people glide down the inclined 
plane and become a weakness instead of a 
strength to a community ? How many thirsty 
souls go, hear, reflect, and turn away with 
the desponding cry, '* There is no life in 
them" ! Professor Sabatier gives it as his 
opinion that " the only issue possible to the 
internal difficulties and divisions ever re- 
curring in the development of State churches 
is that of the Genevan Church, which has 
renounced all pretension of being a church, 
and has become a grand patriotic, religious 
institution, in which may and mu^t be lodged 



churches of St. Antoine and St. Manr 
also in a perilous state both of funds and 
attendance, and are seriously looking out for 
means of continuing their existence. 

We often wonder that the churches do not 
open 

mSBTINGS FOB THB PBOPLK, 

similar to those so successfully held by Pastor 
Armand Delille, the Rev. R. W. McAll, the 
Rev. Wm. Gibson (Wesleyan), and Mdlle. de 
Broen's evangelists. They would have no lack 
of hearers, and their congregations might be 
renewed, kept up, and increased from th«s3 
popular gatherings ; while the pastors would 
get into the way of speaking heart to heart, 
insteail of too often merely academically, and 
out of the people's reach. A professor from 
America, born in France and brouj»ht up for 
the Romish priesthood, but now a Protestant 
(Baptist), opened a room for preaching in 
Paris last year; he has regularly above 15'> 



together various opposite tendencies and hearers, and has baptized seventeen converts 
several private churches. How may ppace from Rome. 



be insured under such circumstances ? This 
is hopefully attained by effacing every dog. 
matic feature from the Establishment, and 
thus reverencing and insuring the liberty of 
each party." 

ROMISH PBOCBS8IONS. 

The Pastor and the Rabbi of Versailles 
have taken the steps necessary to prevent the 
public procession of the Fete-Dieu in the 
streets this year. All public processions are 
illegal in towns where there exists a Protestant 
church or a synagogue ; but Protestants have 
not hitherto claimed the execution of the 
law. Sailors and soldiers are by Ministerial 
circular permitted to absent themselves from 
processions and religious services against 
which they have conscientious scruples. 

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIBS. 

The sudden loss of funds by various 
churches in Paris is calling for energetic 
action to secure other resources The city, 
by withdrawing its annual subsidies, leaves 
the State churches and schools without their 
usual means of support. Energetic appeals 
are being responded to by generous gifts, 
often from persons who are not members of ' 



OATHERINQS IN CARIS AND THE PROVINCES. 

At Charenton a Protestant place of worship 
has been opened, and meetings on R. W. 
Mc All's plan are held every evening. 

The annual assembly of the North Metho- 
dist District took place in Nancy last month, 
and gave an encouraging statement; the 
spiritual portion of the work is encouraging^ 
and the mission work among Roman Catholics 
is extending. 

The total receipts of the various Pro- 
testant societies during the year amount to 
1,060,000 francs. 

The meetings of Dr. Somerville were at- 
tended not by the wandering English they 
were meant for, but by a goodly number of 
respectable church-goers. They were, un- 
fortunately, held in a retired place, in a 
small theatre — two conditions ill-suited for 
those whose spiritual benefit was chiefly 
songht. Bat all who attended them i«gu- 
larly intensely enjoyed the earnest addresses 
of the venerable preacher. He has since 
addressed the French, through an interpreter^ 
at various meetings. 



ITALY. 



KBW CABDINAIA. 

It is remarked that in his recent creation 
of ten new cardinals, Pope Leo passed over 
all the old precedents, which require certain 
oi&cialB and courtiers of the Roman Curia to 



be elected. Seven out of ten are foreignmn. 
It is very signiflcant that in this selection he 
gives honour to the more liberal men iu the 
Church, who were ignored by Pins n. Not 
only is Dr. Newman one of the ten, but the 
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Hangarian Aichbiahop Haynald is one of the 
new creations. Haynald was, like Strossmayer, 
one of the stoutest opponents of the doctrine of 
Papal infallibility in the Vatican Council, and at 
one of the sittings his arguments so enraged 
the Infallibilists that they shouted to him to 
come down &om the pulpit ; but, raising his 
arm aloft, he cried that he stood there by 
divine right, and would not descend until he 
had said all he had to say. Pius ix. never 
forgave him, and refused the repeated request 
of the Emperor of Austria to make him a 
cardinal. Another notable creation is that of 
Monaignor Alimanda, a man of great emi- 
nence and a born subject of Victor Emmanuel 
when only King of Sardinia. On the death 
q£ the late King, Monsignor Alimanda issued 
a pastoral containing so high an eulogy of 
him as to create much remark at the Vatican. 
The Pope's brother, Father Pecci,wa8 appointed 
at the request of the members of the *^ Sacred 
College." He is a retiring student, an ex- 
Jesuit, who retired from the Society and from 
the Chair of Philosophy owing to a difference 
as to the interpretation to be put on some of 
the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. It was 
Padre Pecci who brought about, last summer, 
the reconciliation between Padre Curci and 
the Pontiff. Of the remaining new cardinals 
only two— the French Bishops of Toulouse 
and Poitiers — represent the fanatical Ultra- 
montanes. 

Including the ten cardinals now created, the 
"Sacred College" numbers sixty-four mem- 
bers — thirty-two Italians and thirty-two 
foreigners. Leo xiii. has thus increased the 
foreign element in the college to an almost, if 
not an altogether, unprecedented extent. 

▲ NOTBWOBTHY SCENE 

was enacted in the Vatican a few days ago 
(writes the Roman Correspondent of the Times, 
on the 10th ult.), which still more fully 
zeveals the means by which Leo xiii. would 
endeavour to restore not only the ecclesiastical, 
but, if he can, also the temporal glories of 
the Papacy, It is evident that from the very 
beginning of his reign he formed the deter- 
mination of doing all in his power to elevate 
the Roman hierarchy and priesthood to the 
highest practicable standard of morality and 
learning, and to surronnd the Pontifical 
throne with eminent men. In his first 
Encyclical he told the episcopate how much 
it behoved the clergy to show themselves 
shining examples of piety and learning before 
•11 men, and he has repeated the same charge 
more than once. la creating his first batch 
of cardinals he has chosen from among the 
man most noted for the qualities and attain- 



ments he had commended, and a day or two 
ago he gathered about him in the Vatican a 
number of the most distinguished students in 
the various colleges, and, sitting in the library, 
presided at a disputation on philosophy, and 
rewarded the disputants with gold and silver 
medals — not the mere '^ objects of devotion" 
generally bestowed by Popes, but medals 
having for their meaning the reward of 
merit only. No such scene has been wit- 
nessed in the Vatican for many long years, 
and, as described to me by one who was pre- 
sent, it somewhat recalls the days when a 
former Leo was the centre of the talent and 
genius of his day. The Pope himsolf took no 
direct part in the discussion, but at its con- 
clusion — it lasted three hours — ^he rose and 
made a short discourse. He expressed his 
sasisfaction with what he had heard, and 
hoped that the theological disputation to be 
held in the same manner at the end of the 
month might be equally praiseworthy. It 
was his intention, he said, to hold these trials 
of ability each year, in order to encourage the 
students in their studies and stimulate them 
to greater exertions for the glory of the 
Church and the good of mankind ; and he 
further purposed to have similar competi- 
tions in canon law and in Greek, Latin^ and 
Italian literature ; and with that he gave the 
medals I have mentioned and his benediction. 
Leo XIII. is gradually surrounding himself 
with a new world. The customary names 
are falling into the background, and others 
are taking their places. Nevertheless, it 
would be altogether a mistake to suppose that 
Leo XIII. has the slightest intention of abat- 
ing one jot or tittle of what he considers to be 
the inalienable rights of the Pontificate. He 
is not calling the best talents of the Church 
around him to help him to yield or find 
some means of conciliation, but to strengthen 
himself in maintaining what he holds to be 
his rights in such a way as may be best 
calculated to insure his ' regaiiung them. 

MARIOLATRY. 

The great excitement caused in Rome, first 
by the lecture of Signer Ribetti, the Walden- 
sian pastor, on the impropriety of calling the 
Virgin Mary the Mother of God, and then by 
lectures on the Virgin by other Italian Pro- 
testant ministers, has pretty nearly died 
down. In vindication of the dishonour done 
to Mary, there was one Sunday afternoon a 
large and imposing procession of Romanists 
to the Basilica of S. Maria Maggiore. Of 
this procession the Roman correspondent 
wrote as follows to Uniia Cattolica : *' Rome 
has. not been inferior to Ephesus in repairing 
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the outrage done to the Mother of Qod in the 
face of her hlasphemers. Yesterday will be 
considered a most noble paf^e in the history 
of the worship of our most Holy Mother." 
On this the Oriitiano Ewmgdico made the 
following remark : '' Let us obseire the 
comparison: the Pagan city of Ephesus in 
the fint century, and Papal Rome of the 
nineteenth ; Diana and Mary, both Mothers 
of God, and both vindicated in the same 
way : Great is Diana of Ephesus — Viva 
Maria; the Apostle Paul at Ephesus, and 
Signor Ribetti, Evangelical pastor, in Rome/' 
On more than one occasion devout Romanists 
when passing Signer Ribetti on the streets, 
have made the sign of the cross. Signer 
Sciarelli, the Methodist minister, has also 
been the subject of much abuse. 

FROM BOMS TO THE GOBPKL. 

Four years ago (writes Pastor Teofilo Gay, 
of the Methodist JSplBcopal Church in Flo- 
rence), a Roman priest, professor in the Va- 
tican University, Dr. Lanna, was converted 
to the Gospel, and has become now one of 
our most distinguished preachers. This year 
« Monsignore, a prelate of the Court of the 
iate Pio Nono, has openly left the Church of 
Rome, and joined our Methodist Episcopal 
Oommunion. Count Andr6 de la Ville, in 
February last, openly professed himself a 
follower of Christ and a believer in the Gos- 
pel. He belongs to the noble French family 
of the Dukes de la Ville-sur-Illon, and is a 
poet and a scholar. Immediately after hav- 
ing joined our Church he wrote to his fellow- 
-student, the Cardinal-Vicar of Rome, an- 
nouncing his decision in most noble terms. 
In our annual conference, held lately in 
Temi, we accepted him as minister on trial. 
The Count de la Ville is the second Italian 
nobleman who has joined our Church as a 
minister in these six years during which it 
has been at work in Italy, under the excellent 
direction of the Rev. Dr. Vernon. Two 
years ago a young Sicilian officer of the 
Italian army, Baron Giovanni Grattuso, was 
converted in Rome, and, setting himself 
earnestly to work, has become now our 
zealous evangelist in the city of Arezzo. 

THB WALDEN8IAV8. 

A Southern Waldensian Presbytery met, a 



few weeks since, at Rome. The moet interest- 
ing feature of the proceedings was a repoit 
of a missionary journey to Southern Italy, pre- 
sented by Pastor Pons, of Naples, full of 
varied and curious anecdotic interest. It read 
like a striking commentary of Milton's cele- 
brated ode, showing how the Church of the 
Valleys, long pent up in its Alpine fold, was 
now carrying its regenerating influence into 
those distant parts of Italy where, three oea- 
turies ago, the light of its purer religion was 
extinguished in martyred blood and ashes. 

FRBB CHURCH BVANGELIZATIOM. 

The Rev. J. R. McDougall, of Florence, 
describes having read with intense pleasure 
the reports of special evangelistic tours made 
by three of the best Free Church evangelists, 
each with a colporteur at his side. " Thej 
were sent out," he writes, ^' by us to visit 
places which, so far as we knew, had never 
heard the Gospel preached. The result 
was as we expected. In some places they 
were most kindly and in others most unkindly 
received. Some heard the Word gladly, 
possessed themselves of a copy of the Scrip- 
tures, and invited the evangelist to retain, 
while others tore up the Testament in his 
face, or, steeping it in petroleum, burned it 
on the end of a pole. In some places a 
glacial indi£ference was manifested, while in 
others, as in Lodi, the whole town, and the 
Liberal and clerical journals, were in a ferment 
for and against the good cause. Thus are we 
tiying to carry the Gospel to the Italians, 
leaving the results with God. We have been 
greatly stimulated of late by the vigorous 
opposition of the present Pope, especially in 
the matter of our Evangelical schools in Rome. 
He has subscribed liberally himself, and 
urged the aristocracy and priesthood to 
greater efforts, mourning that he has not the 
effective means of putting down the teliching 
of the Scriptures. Surely we must accept 
this challenge. I shall be greatly dis- 
appointed if Christian friends do not enable 
us to double our work in Rome before the 
end of the present year. The flourishing 
church in Genoa and its evangelist have 
lately joined the Free Italian Church. One 
of its elders is the eloquent MazxareUa, a 
judge and member of Parliament." 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Comapondent.] 
— , Prussia, June 17, 1879. 

THB emperor's QOLDBN WBDDINO. 

Our nation participated last week in a rare 
festival — the Golden Wedding of our Emperor 



and Empress. No former Emperor of Ger- 
many has been permitted to celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary of his marriage, and only 
one King of Prussia — Frederick the Great 
The ceremony began by a service in the 
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cliapel of the Boyal Castle at Berlin, where 
Court Chaplain , Dr. Kogel officiated. Al- 
though the fall suffered hy the Emperor a 
few days hefore obliged him to be very care- 
ful in every movement of the knee, both 
their Majesties knelt down to thank God 
publicly for all the mercies vouchsafed during 
a long life, and to receive the blessing ut- 
tered in His name. Not only the popula- 
tion of Berlin, but the whole nation, took a 
lively part in the proceedings of the day, 
which was kept as a festival through- 
out Germany. The Emperor, as your readers 
will remember, had desired tiiat no presents 
should be made to him personally on this 
occasion, but that all gifts — ^if such were in- 
tended — should be devoted to Eome charitable 
object. In almost every part of the country 
the day was celebrated by either creating 
new charitable institutions of all kinds, or 
by enlaiging existing ones. The 11th of 
June will, therefore, always be remembered 
as a day of blessiDg for Germany. 

THB POLITICAL ASPECT 

of our home affiurs has undergone a con- 
siderable change of late. The National 
Liberals had for many years considered 
themselves the ruling party, and though not 
commanding an absolute majority in Parlia- 
ment, had always contrived to obtain not 
only the Presidentship, but also the place of 
the first Vice-President in the German Parlia- 
ment, for men of their own party. The 
debates on the Customs Tariff has changed 
the situation of things. The Ultramontanes 
are decided Protectionists, and have given 
their assistance to Prince Bismarck on this 
question. Now the two Conservative groups 
and the Ultramontanes fonh together the 
majority of the House. This induced the 
President, Mr. von Forckenbeck, whose talent 
and impartiality all parties had acknowledged, 
to retire, as he felt that he no longer repre- 
sented the majority. The Vice-President fol- 
lowed his example. The new elections 
made Mr. de Segdewitz, a decided Con- 
servative, first President ; and Baron Frank- 
enstein, an Ultramontane, Vice-President. The 
Ultramontanes — so long treated as " enemies 
of the Empire" — are thus suddenly recog- 
nized as a power in Parliament Whither 
will this lead ? As yet the peace with Rome 
is not concluded ; Dr. Falk is still in office. 
But nobody doubts that a ** modus vivendi*' 
will be the consequence of the present state 
of things. 

THE DISTRICT SY170DS 

of Berlin met Isst month, but were of little 
interest. Thus they will probably continue. 



since all matters of greater importance are 
discussed in the combined synod — ^the so- 
called City Synod. In one of the district 
synods the "Liberal" members made an 
attack upon the City Mission. They said 
that its agents generally had not the education 
requisite to enable them to preach ; that they 
mixed in the Christian Working Men's Party, 
and had excited opposition to the newly- 
elected pastors of Liberal views. Court 
Chaplain Mr. Stocker defended the City 
nussionaries against these attacks. He said 
that they neither interfered in questions of 
politics, nor even of Church government, but 
were simply leading people to Jesus ; and 
that only such men were appointed as were 
able to do the work entnisted to them. 
Fortunately, this truly useful work is increas- 
ing, under God's blessing ; the twenty-second 
City missionary has just been appointed. 
The committee of the City Synod is pro- 
gressing very slowly with its work respecting 
Church taxes. The committee, which seems 
inclined to vote 177,250 marks — a sum only 
just sufficient to abolish the fees for marriages 
and baptisms, and for the most urgent wants 
— has adjourned until September. It is sup- 
posed that the object is to wait for the 
decision in the case of Mr. Werner, of Guben. 
If this election to the vacant pastorate of 
St. James's Church should again not be con- 
firmed, the City Synod will probably try to vin- 
dicate the right of " Liberal " pastors by grant- 
ing no Church taxes whatever. The General 
Synod will probably meet in the beginning 
of October. At the same time the Synod in 
Nassau will meet. It is the great wish of 
the latter that the Church of Nassau, which 
is also United, should enter the National 
Church of Prussia. 

The Government has ordered that all 

PUBLIC BALLS 

in Berlin must end by latest at midnight 
If we consider the great danger to the 
morality of the nation which must result 
from a late return from these balls, which 
are held in houses, to a great extent, of a low 
character, the Government must receive credit 
for this energetic measure. 

CHRISTIAN WORK. 

The latest report of the Prussian Bible 
Society shows an increase of the work, and 
states that, on the whole. Bibles are gladly 
received. The committee for erecting a 
church in Berlin, as a memorial for the pre- 
servation of the Emperor's life in the two 
attempts last year, has now chosen a spot in 
the north of the city, where a new church ia 
very necessary. The committee hopes that 
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the Bite vill be giTen by the city, and that 
when the building begins more money will 
come in. 

Last month a liumerous assembly in Berlin 
discussed the question of secular schools. A 
society for the preservation of Evangelical 
schools has originated in the Bhine Proyince, 
where the tendency of Dr. Falk to unite 
Protestant and Catholic schools caused great 
alarm. In mixed districts these undenomi- 
national schools have always proved hurtful, 
chiefly to the Protestants. The assembly 
passed a resolution that the Evangelical 
primary school, as a conquest of the Reforma- 
ti6n, must be preserved to our nation, as well 
as to our Church ; that our Evangelical Church 
must be enabled to exercise an influence on 
religious instruction in all schools. 

HERB JOSEXHANS. 

Almost at the same time that Bishop 
Gobat, at Jerusalem, was called away from 
his blessed activity to the rest above, another 
man whose influence has 1)een felt in distant 
lands resigned his oihce. Mr. Josenhans, 
for many years Director of the Basle Mission, 
has retired from his work. He says that no 
personal motives of any kind induced him to 
leave a work so dear to him, but only the 
conviction that in his advanced age he was 
no more up to the work. He will now live 
in Stuttgart, and do as much work for Christ 
as his age and health will allow. In a fare- 
well address, given by him on the i7th of 
last month, he remarke<i that the mission 
work was fast ripening for the harvest. Not 
only mission stations and baptisms of heathens 
are increasing, but the number of truly con- 
verted Christians from among tlie heathen 
nations is on the increase. There are now 
belonging to the churches in foreign lands 
created by the Mission Society at Basle, 
12,592 members. 



THE BLESSING AT THE GOLDEN WEDDING. 

The service began with singing and a 
short Htuigical form, after which Dr. Kogel 
preached the *' festival sermon " from 1 Cor. 



xiiL 13, at the conclusion of which the 
Imperial pair advanced and knelt before the 
altar, while the officiant raised his arms and 
pronounced over them the following blessing : 
'* Our help cometh from the Lord, who hath 
made heaven and earth. In His name, from 
His fulness, to His honour, is every blessing 
delivered and received. The Lord, who is the 
shield of our faith, and who hath maintained 
and blessed thy union even unto this day, 
bless thee and keep thee. The Lord, who is 
Love, and hath made Himself known to 
thee for fifty years past by His cross, His 
Word, and His Spirit, lift up the light of His 
countenance upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee. The Lord, who is our hope in life 
and in death, who continueth faithful, and 
who promiseth the crown of life, preserve 
thy going out and thy coming in, and give 
thee His peace. Amen.'' At the conclusion 
of this act, which was a sort of re-marriage 
ceremony, the choir broke forth into the 
hymn, Kun darJret aXle Gott, and a salute of 
101 guns was tired. — Guardian CorrespofidenL 

THE EMPEROR ON RELIGIOUS BELIEF. 

The German Emperor, a few days since, 
attended divine service in the chapel of a 
seminary in Berlin, for the education of 
Protestant clergymen. When the service 
was over the congregation repaired to the 
hall, where his Majesty delivered a long 
address to the assembled clergymen and 
students. The one thing necessary, he said, 
was to believe in Gk>d and His only Son, 
Christ Jesus. There was no mode of order- 
ing one's life in a pious and conscientious 
way unless upon the eternal foundations laid 
in the Bible. ' There might be different wajrs 
of looking upon minor things, yet he felt it 
his duty to warn the students present against 
the evil practice of using interpretation as a 
means of impairing the vital points of biblical 
truth. He (the Emperor) would ever adhere 
to the union of the Lutheran and Reformed 
Creeds as effected in the Prussian Established 
Church by his late father, Frederick William 
the Third. 



TBE PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLIES. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, North, met at Saratoga Springs, 
and were in deliberation for two weeks. 
When the delegates had all, or nearly all, 
arrived, 534 were present, and it is 
reckoned that about 1^000 persona were in 
attendance upon the sessions. After a 



AMERICA. 

retiring Moderator, the Rev. Dr. H. H. 
Jessup, of Syria, was elected Moderator for 
the present year. Dr. Jessup was bom in 
Montrose, Penn., forty-aeven years ago. He 
sailed for Syria in December, 1855, where 
he has been a missionary for more than 
twenty-three years. So strong was the mis- 
sionary feeling, and so continually manifast^ 



sermon from the Rev. Dr. F. L. Paton, that this Assembly, it was remarked, might 
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well be called a '^MiBsionarjr Assembly." 
The presenee of Dr. Boshnell, of the Qaboon 
Mission, and of missionaries from India, 
Syria, and American Indians, aided in pro- 
ducing this effect. When the coloured com- 
miBsioners presented the claims of the freed- 
men in the South, it seemed as if they were 
pleading for the heathen of Africa as well. 
When the commissioners from California 
spoke of the effect of the Gospel among the 
Chinese of the Pacific coast, it was still a plea 
for the needs of the myriads of China. 
^ Home Missions " also engaged its share of 
attention. Arrangements were made for 
forming missionary presbyteries ; resolutions 
were adopted condemning the attendance of 
church members at the theatre and opera, 
and also the reading of secular papers on the 
Sabbath. The deliverance of the Assembly of 
1835 was reafiirmed, after a spirited discus- 
sion, to the effect that the Romish Church is 
not a scriptural church, but utterly the reverse. 
It was voted that not less than $500,000 be 
raised this year for foreign missions. Good 
feeling, enthusiasm, and the spirit of devotion 
were conspicuous throughout the proceed- 
ings. 

The Southern Presbyterian Assembly met 
at Louisville. The Rev. Joseph R. Wilson, 
of Wilmington, n.c, was chosen Moderator. 
In the department of Sustentatioii $41,169 
was expended during the year, of which 
$234.35 was for the Coloured Evangelistic 
Fund, of which small amount only $24.35 
was raised within the bounds of the Church. 
The rest of the $41,169 was divided between 
the Evangelistic, Invalid, and Relief Funds. 
The report stated that the small ness of the re- 
ceipta very seriously embarrassed the work. 
It said : " So serious has the emergency 
become ; so inadequate to the demands of 
the presbyteries are the funds furnished by 
the churches ; so great is the loss being sus- 
tained year by year in the alienation of 
Christian households, because of their hopeless 
waiting for ministrations of their own Church, 
until in despair they seek refuge in others ; 
and 80 imminent is the danger that, in the 
weaker and newer portions of the Church, 
where the prospect of growth and enlargement 
ia most cheering, and where the spiritual 
needa of the population are the greatest, the 
piesbyteriea will be unable to meet the wants 
of those dependent upon them, that it seems 
the duty of the committee to bring this 
matter as forcibly as possible before your 
venerable body, and ask yonr serious attention 
thereto." The xeceipta for foreign missions 
were $46,234. 



A CHECK TO BITUALISlf. 

The Diocesan Convention of Pennsylvania, 
moved thereto by the proceedings ^^ would 
seem, of some of the Cowley Fathers, has 
passed the following new canon : "1. The 
Bishop's monition, given in writing, with the 
consent of the Council of Advice, shall have 
the force of law as regards all innovations in 
ritual so far as not now regulated by express 
Protestant Episcopal law, and also as regards 
all use of private confession, saving only such 
things so disallowed as have been in use for 
twenty years in the incriminated parish, or 
in one-third of the churches of the diocese 
at the time of the said parish being admitted 
to the convention. 2. Any clergyman neglect- 
ing to comply with such monition may be 
presented and tried for the breach of his 
ordination vows. 3. Any church or con- 
gregation which does not compel the observ- 
ance of such monition within three months 
after its issue may be deprived of its repre- 
sentation in the Diocesan Convention by a 
vote therein." 

UR. MOODY AT BALTIMORE. 

A correspondent of the New York Observer 
writes : '' Unlike Mr. Moody's brief visits 
to other cities, this has been a six or seven 
months' sojourn. From the closing week of 
October last, with the interruption of only i\ 
single week, has this indefatigable servant of 
God toiled on, day after day and night after 
night, scattering the good seed of the Word, 
and reaping as well. He came, he laboured, 
he conquered ! He has secured the endorse- 
ment, I might say, of welUnigh the whole 
city ; and, better than all, the endorsement 
of the great Head of the Church. The^ 
universality of the testimony to his great 
and wide-spread usefulness is wonderful. Even 
the Ritualists and Romanists admit that he 
has done much good. As to the sphere of 
Mr. Moody's influence in this city, I may say 
he has swept the entire field. From the 
penitentiary and the gutters to the club- 
houses and the most fashionable circles, 
through every class, his work has told. The 
change as to drunkards and gamblers has been 
wonderful. Mr. Moody's work in Baltimore 
has been carried on differently from what it 
was elsewhere. There has been no tabernacle. 
He has gone first into one section of the city 
and then into another, occupying in each 
one or more prominent churches for one or 
two months^ until he has well-nigh covered 
the city; and, I do not doubt, to much 
greater advantage than had the tabernacle 
plan been adopted. The latter neceesarily 
involves more or less of the excitement of 
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novelty and of vast masBes of people con- 
grega.ted together, and is not usually con- 
tinued in any city beyond six weeks or two 
months. With us the field has been taken 
in detail, the churches have more effectively 
co-operated, and the continuance of the la- 
bours has been greatly extended. No doubt 
there will be a falling off among the thou- 
sands of reputed converts ; but, alter making 
the deductions to which all church accessions 
are more or less liable, I am sure the fruits 
will be extensive and permanent.'' 

MB. MOODT AT BOSTON. 

Mr. Moody has paid a brief visit to Boston, 
and held a meeting specially for those con- 
verted during the period of his recent labours 
there. Tremont Temple was crowded to 
excess. One who was present describes the 
scene in an American contemporary. After 
some personal references to Mr. Moody, he 
says : *^ But the peculiar interest of the 
occasion to me was in the audience rather 
than the speaker. I sat where I could look 
over the assembly, and recognized a number 
of those who had been rescued through the 
ministration of the Qospel by this man of 
God from present degradation and eternal 
ruin. As he came in, I could see the wave 
of intense emotion pass over their faces. 
Many a rough hand brushed away the blind- 
ing but sunlit tear. Heads bowed under the 
overpowering rush of sacred and tender 
memories. Mr. Moody recognized several 
as he sat there, and nodded to them. To 
one, who had been an abandoned inebriate 
for thirty years before his conversion, he 
appealed during his discourse in a series of 
questions designed to illustrate both the 
battles and the victory of grace. I asked the 
City missionary, on my way out of the meet- 
ing, whether those converts who came under 
his observation for the most part stood firm 
and true ; and he assured me that they did." 

CHBIBTIAN YOUBO HBN's GONVENTIOB. 

The twenty-third Convention of the Young 
Men's Christian Association of the United 
States and British Provinces, assembled in 
Association Hall, Baltimore, on May 21 ; Mr. 
T. J. Wilkie, of Toronto, in the chair. After 
devotional exerciees, Mr. Wilkie delivered a 
brief address, referring to the pleasure it gave 
him, in common with all the delegates, to 
greet each other after a separation of two 
years. Mr. D. L. Moody was elected Presi- 
dent of the Convention. In connection with 
this international gathering, at which over 
500 delegates were in attendance, represent- 
ing associations from Nova Scotia to Florida, 
and from Oregon to Louisiana, as well as 



several delegates from England, Switzeriaad, 
and Australia, the following genenl state- 
ments of these organizations will be of in- 
terest: The first association in America 
was organized in 1861 ; the first convention 
was held in Buffido in 1854 ; nineteen 
associations were represented by thirty-five 
delegates. Each association is entirely inde- 
pendent, yet all are confederated togetber 
under the International Committee, whoae 
head-quarters are in New York. This com- 
mittee was oiganized in 1866, at which time 
there were fifty-three associations, seven gene- 
ral secretaries, one building, and no State or 
Provincial organizations. Now there axe 
about 900 associations, with a membexship 
of nearly 100,000, about 125 general secre- 
taries, fifty-six buildings, nearly all free of 
debt, on which over $2,000,000 have been 
paid, and twenty-eight States and Provinces 
are organized into State and Provincial organ- 
izations to cany on the work in their own 
fields. 

The annual meeting of 

thb ambbican biblb socibtt 
has been held. An abstract of the annual 
report was read, from which it appeared that 
the receipts were £92,455. Of this amount 
£40,692 were received in payment for books, 
£22,441 from legacies, £28,402 from gifts 
and other sources. The total receipts exceed 
those of the previous year by £3,064. 
During the year the society printed 1,055,761 
Bibles. 

THB AMBBICAN 8UKDAT-8CHOOL UNION 

has held its anniversary exercises. The 
annual report showed the following : New 
schools organized, 1,087; scholars, 39,769; 
other schools visited and aided, 2,718; 
scholars, 152,962. The work of the society 
for the whole period of its existence — ^fifty- 
five years — ^is shown by the following facts : 
The number of schools organized has been 
67,154, containing 435,456 teachers and 
2,869,872 scholars. Amount expended in 
missionary operations(l 8 24-1 8 79), £494,324, 
of which about £111,900 were for books, 
papers, etc., granted to needy Sunday-schools. 
Value of books, papers, etc., circulated by sale 
and grants (1824-1879), about £1,400,000. 

THB AMBBICAN TBACT SOCIBTT 

has celebrated the close of its fifty-fourth 
year. The reports showed that the total 
receipts of the society were £81,965, of 
which the contributions amounted to £16,853 ; 
that it had added 143 new publications to its 
list, of which 43 are volumes, amounting to 
a volume of 150 pages for every week ia 
the year, and making its entire catalogue to 
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exceed 6,100 pablicatioos in the yarioas 
langaagea, besides 4,200 at the miasLon 
stations in foreign lands ; that it issnes 
aeven periodicals, two of which are illustrated 
weeklies, two monthly papers for the family, 
and three illustrated monthlies for the 
children, with an aggregate annual circula- 
tion of nearly 5,000,000 copies. It has 
employed 250 colporteurs in all parts of the 
Union. 

''CHILDRBN'S SUNDAY." 

The Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn 
(Rey. R. S. Storrs, d.d., pastor), is accustomed 



to present to each baptized child, who has 
reached the age of seven years, a Bible, 
bearing upon the cover the following inscrip- 
tion : *' From the Church of the Pilgrims 
to a Child of the Covenant." This custom 
has been adopted by several other churches, 
certain of which have agreed to obaerve some 
one Sabbath in the month of June as a 
" Children's Sunday," when the church shall 
be decorated with flowers, children brought 
to be baptized, and Bibles presented to each 
baptized child who has attained the age of 
seven. 



CHINA. 

THE LIFE STORY OF A CHRISTIAN MANDARIN. 

BY THB REV. J. H. TWICHELL, HABTFOBD, U.a 



THE BCBOOL BOYS. 

The first Chinese known to have been in 
the United States for education were three 
boys, who were in the short-lived Foreign 
Mission School at Cornwall, Conn., about 
the year 1825, and little more can now be 
learned of them than that they were there. 
The next were also a company of three boys, 
who were brought to America in 1847 by 
their teacher, the Rev. S. R. Brown, 
Principal of the Morrison School at Hong 
Kong. Their names were Wong Fun, Wong 
Shing, and Yung Wing. They were sent 
to Monson Academy, and were received into 
the family of Mr. Brown's mother, who lived 
in Monson, and who is memorable in the 
Church as the author of the hymn, ** I love 
to steal awhile away." It was probably due 
to their association with this saintly woman, 
more than to any other means of grace, that 
there at Monson they all became Christians. 

WONG FC7N, 

after three years, went, in the year 1850, 
to Edinburgh, where he graduated in 
medicine with honour, and whence he re- 
turned to China in 1856 to establish himself 
as a physican in the city of Canton. His 
professional career was an extraordinary 
success. He soon became famous, aUke 
for his ability and for his character; he 
was highly esteemed by all who knew him; 
and he died in October, 1878, widely re- 
gretted. 

woKO SHma 
was compelled by ill-health to go back to 
China the year following his arrival in 
America. Having learned the art of print- 
ing in the office of the China Jiail, he became, 
in 1852 or 1853, connected with the press 
of the London Mission at Hong Kong, under 
Dr. Legge, now of Oxford University, and 



continued in that employment till quite 
recently. He is now an official interpreter 
of the Chinese Embassy to the United Statee, 
but for the present on duty with the Chinese 
Educational Mission at Hartford. He was 
received a few weeks since into the Asylum 
Hill Congregational Church in Hartford, on 
the evidence of credentials which showed 
that he had been for thirty years a consistent 
member, and for fifteen years a Mthful 
deacon, of the native Church of Christ in 
Hong Kong. 

YUKO WING, THE YALE GRADUATE. 

The youngest of the three, Yung Wing— 
for whom, as events, have proved. Divine 
Providence had marked out so great a work 
in the future— was the only one who com- 
pleted his education in the United States. 
He entered Yale College in 1850 — the first 
Chinese student the institution had ever 
seen. His life in college was full of interest, 
but cannot here be described. One circum- 
stance that at the time attracted a good deal 
of attention to him was his twice gaining a 
prize for English composition. He graduated, 
with credit, in 1854, and at once sailed for 
China. It was like going to a strange land. 
He had been in America so long that it was 
home to him. He had nearly forgotten his 
native tongue. He had become American 
in his thoughts, tastes, sympathies. But he 
felt that his duty was to his own race. He 
had already formed the plan of the Educa- 
tional Mission. It had early become his 
conviction that the best thing he could do for 
hia country was to procure for other Chinese 
youths the benefit of the same advantages 
that he himself had enjoyed. And though 
he knew not how it was to be brought about, 
he set his face toward China to wait on what 
Qod might there have in store for him. 
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WORKINO Ain> WAITINO. 

Sixteen years passed before he accom- 
plished his object. They were yeazs of 
delay, patient endeavour, frustration, dis- 
appointment — of unconquerable perseverance, 
crowned at last with success. It would take 
long to tell the story of them in detail. The 
briefest outline of their contents is all the 
limits of the present article permit. 

During the seven years from 1865 to 
1862 Yung Wing was, successively, private 
secretary to the United States Commissioner, 
law student at Hong Kong, translator in the 
Customs' service at Shanghai, travelling in- 
land agent of a great silk and tea house, and 
finally for a brief period merchant on his 
own account But that which in all these 
changes he was constantly contriving how to 
•compass, was such an access to persons of 
public consideration and influence as would 
enable him to unfold and advocate his echeme 
'for the education of native youth abroad to 
some purpose. It is pot easy to appreciate how 
difficult a matter this was. He had to begin 
with no jxm sto, no foothold. 

The conditions, in most particulars, were 
specially unfavourable, much more so twenty 
years ago than they would be now. But in 
1862 he formed the acquaintance of a 
•Chinese scholar of eminence, through whom 
he was brought to the notice of one of the 
foremost statesmen of the empire, the Viceroy 
Tsang Eoh Fan, at that time Commander-in- 
•Chief of the Imperial army, and engaged in 
suppressing the great Taeping rebellion. At 
an interview to which he was invited with 
Tsang Koh Fan, at his head-quarters in the 
field, Yung Wing made so favourable an 
impression upon him, that he was asked to 
enter the Government service. He consented 
with joy, and our graduate of Yale College 
became a 

CHINESE MANDARIN OF THE FIFTH RANK, 

there being nine grades of that dignity in 
the Chinese official system. 

Declining the oflfer of a military command 
on the score of lack of qualification, he soon 
after this, in 1864, was despatched to the 
United States to purchase the machinery 
that was the foundation of the Shanghai 
Arsenal. For the manner in which he dis- 
charged this important duty he received his 

FIRST PROMOTION IN RANK, 

which was to the next higher grade, the 
fourth. He was now in a position to do 
something for the furtherance of his educa- 
tional project, and he improved his oppor- 
tunity to the utmost He was in frequent 
intercourse with many of the leading public 



men of his country, and he never wearied of 
urging upon their notioe the subject that laj 
nearest his heart. He pleaded, espeeialljr, 
that it was for the ipteiest of China — tlial 
it was her obvious necessity — in view of hflr 
rapidly extending commercial and political 
relations, to provide for herself a corps of 
young men, fitted, by foreign residence and 
study, to understand and handle intematioiul 
affairs. He took the patriotic ground that it 
was impolitic and unseemly that the pnbLie 
service should be so largely in the hands of 
foreigners. But good as his reasons wece, 
and though he put them forth with all the 
enthusiasm of his nature, few had ears to 
hear them. There were three men, however, 
upon whom he made an impression — all men 
of commanding influence. They were the 
Viceroy Tsang Koh Fan, already named, the 
Viceroy Li Hung Chang, the same who ia 
now Chinese Prime Minister, and Ting Yi 
Tchearg, Governor of the Province of Kiang 
Su. Yet, impressed and convinced as they 
were, they shrank from going forward in. 
the matter. The time was not ripe, the 
obstacles were too many, the risk was too 
great. 

Other years passed, bringing altemations 
of hope and fear ; but whether encouraged or 
discouraged, Wing held to his purpose with 
unchanging constancy. He often doubted if 
he should live to see it achieved, but he 
never forsook it for one hour. 

A GREAT PROJECT REALIZED. 

At last, however, the weary waiting came 
to an end, and in a manner that could not 
have been anticipated. In 1870, five Chinese 
representatives, appointed by the Oovemment, 
met a committee representing the foreign 
powers in diplomatic relations with China, 
to investigate the affair known as the Tientsin 
massacre, which had taken place a short time 
before, and to adjust the difficulties growing 
out of it. Three of these Chinese representa^ 
tives — so it came to pass — were the very 
three men above named, on whom Yung 
Wing's hopes were chiefly placed; and Yung 
Wing himself was summoned to assist in the 
business. 

The occasion was a most favourable one 
for striking a blow in behalf of his cause. It 
happened that the immediate circumstances 
were of a nature to illustrate and enforce the 
reasons by which he had hitherto supported 
it And its friends were together. Wing 
perceived the opportunity, and seized it He 
once more earnestly re-stated his argument, 
and begged that steps be taken without delay 
to carry his views into effect This time he 
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prevailed. The three great men reeolved to 
act. As the result, in August, 1871, by 
Imperial decree, the Chinese Educational Mis- 
sion became a &ct, and Mandarin Yung 
Wing was the happiest man on the face of 
the globe. To him the charge of organizing 
the enterprise was principally committed, 
and with 

ANOTHSR PROMOTION IN RANK, 

he was appointed one of the two Commis- 
aioners entrusted with its establishment and 
direction in the United States. 

It Lb now seven years since the first detach- 
ment of pupils, of whom there have been 
1 20 in all, arrived to begin their fifteen years 
of life and study in America. Some have 
already entered college, a large number are 
in our best schools and academies, and all 
are doing well. Their average of talent is 
high. It is interesting to remark that in 
several instances amongst them Yung Wing's 
success in English composition has already 
been reproduced, and not a few of them are 
natural orators. With scarcely an exception, 
their conduct has been not only good, but 
admirable. 

In December, 1876, Yung Wing was 
appointed Associate Minister with Chin Lan 
Pin, who was for two years co-Commissioner 
with him of the Educational Mission to the 
United States, Peru, and Spain. On this 
occasion he received his 

THIRD PROMOTION IN RANK 

— ^viz., to the second grade — and was invested 
with the honorary title of Taou Tae (or 
Intendent) of the Province of Kiang Su. 
Last autumn he assumed the duties of his 
new ofiBce at Washington, though he still 
retains a general supervision of the Educa- 
tional Mission, which, it will readily be be- 
lieved, is to him the object of an uncommon 
affection. 

ANECDOTES OF THB MANDARIN. 

In age Yung Wing Lb in the near neigh- 
bourhood of fifty, though looking much 
younger. Of medium stature, he is of ex- 
traordinary physical strength and activity. 
Although a Chinese official, he wears, except 
on occasions of ceremony, the English dress. 
He speaks English perfectly, with no fo- 
reign accent. Under the influence of great 
excitement, however, he will sometimes mix 
his words a little. In the summer of 1874 
he was ordered by his Government to visit 
Peru, and look into the condition of the 
Chinese coolies in that country, and thither 
the writer and another friend accompanied 
him. By what he heard and saw he was 
soon filled with burning indignation. One I 



day, in the city of Lima, as he was express- 
ing his wrath more openly and freely than, 
under the circumstances, consisted with pru- 
dence, he was remonstrated with, and told 
that he was putting his life in peril to talk 
so. Whereupon he hotly replied, "Well, 
suppose 1 am ! Why shouldn't a man put 
his life in peril? Maybe, it would be the 
best use I could make of my life to lay it 
down right here in Lima. If I thought so, 
I would do it. I should have no delicacy 
about it at all.'' He was assured that, how- 
ever it might be with him, his companions 
did feel considerable delicacy upon the sub- 
ject, and wanted more time to consider it. 

A man of high, true courage is Yung 
Wing, and not much afraid of men. When, 
at the close of this same visit to Peru, he was 
presented to the President of the Republic^ 
Manuel Pardo, since asaasainated, and the 
President, after an exchange of courteous 
greetings, said, with the confident air of a 
superior, " Well, Mr. Yung Wing, I trust 
you haven't found your countrymen so very 
badly treated amongst us;" Wing replied, 
politely but gravely, "I regret to be com- 
pelled to say, Mr. President, that I have 
found their condition much worse than I had 
expected, or than had been reported to me ;" 
and in the conversation that followed went 
on to say to his Excellency a number ot 
most true things concerning the administra- 
tion of law in Peru, which, however whole- 
some, it could scarcely have been agreeable 
to hear; while his friends, it must be con- 
fessed, sat out the interview on rather uneasy 
chairs, and were glad when it was over. 
Yet Seiior Pardo, who was one of the best 
men Peru ever had, took it all apparently in 
good part; liaving, in fact, no reason to do 
otherwise. 

THE mandarin's DOMESTIC RELATIONS. 

Yung Wing was married in February, 
1875, to Miss Mary L. Kellogg, of Avon, 
Q>nn., granddaughter, on both her father's 
and her mother's side, of Congregational 
ministers; and the wedding was in the old 
parsonage where one of them died. Viewing 
the company assembled, the Chinese friends 
of the bridegroom in their gorgeous costumes 
mingled with the other guests; considering, 
too, the place — an ancient New England 
village — and the occasion, — one could not help 
wondering what good Parson Kellogg would 
have thought if, fifty years ago, a vision of 
the scene had passed before him. Two sons 
are the fruit of this marriage, the elder of 
whom was baptized Morrison Brown ; the 
first name being that of the first English 
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Protestant missionary to China, and the 
second that of the man to whom Yung Wing 
feels that he personally owes more than to 
any other. 

The giving of these names to his first-bom, 
it will be perceived, eloquently declares his 
Christian faith and gratitude. That faith he 
has kept, and it has kept him. It was the 
source and support of his patience through 
all those years of trial and hope deferred and 
lonesomeness in China. It was nothing, he 
has often told the writer, but his conviction 
that God had a purpose of good for his 
country to execute through him, that saved 
him many and many a time from despair. 



Again, he has said that in his prayers the 
thing he ever asked was that in all he did 
he might play into the plan of Qod. He is 
an intense patriot. He loves China. He 
feels deeply her burdens and her deficiencies 
and her wrongs. When he considers her 
wants, he says he wishes that he was a yocth 
again, that he might have a whole life to 
give to her. He believes in her future ; and 
he believes that that which at last is going to 
make her the great nation she is capable of 
being, and is destined to be, is what has 
given Him his manhood — faith in the living 
God — CongregaUonalist (Boston, U.S.). 
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THE CLEWSR RITUAL CASE. 

Judgment in this case was delivered on 
May 30 by Lords Justices Bramwell, Bag- 
gallay, and Thesiger, sitting in the Court of 
Appeal, at Westminster. There were two 
appeals, which were argued together. The 
first was by the Bishop of Oxford from 
a judgment of the Lord Chief Justice of 
England and Justices Manisty and Field, 
ordering a mandamus to compel the Bishop to 
issue a commission to determine the com- 
plaint made by Dr. Julius, a parishioner of 
Clewer, in Berkshire, under the Church 
Discipline Act, against the Rev. T. Thelluson 
Carter, the Rector of that parish, of Ritual- 
istic practices in the celebration of divine 
service. (See Bwm. Chris,^ 1879, p. 112.) 
The second appeal was by Mr. Carter from 
the same judgment, and the substantial ques- 
tion involved in the case, both in the Queen's 
Bench Division and here, was whether, under 
the third section of the Act in question, it 
was compulsory on the Bishop to issue the 
conmiission, or whether he could exercise a 
discretion in the matter and refuse to proceed 
against a derk charged with offences against 
the law. 

Lord Justice BramweU, in giving his judg- 
ment, said pe was of opinion that this appeal 
must be allowed. Since the passing of the 
Church Dis^pline Act there had been a 
number of decisions, including that by the 
Privy Council in Elphinstone v. Pnrchas, 
which was a decision on the same question 
as that raised by the present case, both in the 
Court below and here. He thought they 
were bound by that decision, and that the 
Court of Appeal would not be justified in 
overruling the decisions of most eminent 



authorities during a long series of years. The 
question before the Court was whether, under 
the third section of the Church Discipline 
Act, it was compulsory on a bishop to issue a 
commission on a representation against a 
clerk in holy orders for offences against the 
ecclesiastical laws. It had been attempted to 
make out during the argument that there 
was something midway between a discretion 
and no discretion, but there must be either a 
discretion or no discretion in the bishop. 
Supposing that there was a discretion in the 
bishop prior to the passing of the Church 
Discipline Act, that statute still left a dis- 
cretion in him whether he should send a case 
by letters of request to the Court of the 
Province, or whether he should issue his 
commission. There was no provision in the 
section regulating who was to be the com- 
plainant, and there was no provision that the 
complainant should be liable for the costs. 
Then there was not a word as to whether the 
offence charged was to be an isolated one or 
not, nor a word as to the bona fides of the 
complainant. It was contended that the 
Queen's Bench would not issue a mandamus 
unless in proper cases, but if the jurisdiction 
of the bi^op was to be transferred to the 
Queen's Bench, that Court must sit in judg- 
ment on the bishop, and could issue a tnaii<i- 
amus if they saw fit His lordship then 
proceeded to examine the words of the third 
section, and he did so in the strong belief 
that it was not compulsory. Primd facie^ the 
words in the section, " it shall be lawful," con- 
stituted a discretion, and it was for those who 
asserted they were imperative to prove it, 
which they had failed to do. It was, in his 
opinion, in the discretion of the bishop 
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whetbfiT he ahoulJ issue his commiflsion or 
not. His lordship concladed as follows : 
*' There is do question of religion or of 
RiUudism before ns. I have not read any 
of the charges against Mr. Carter ; it being 
jidoutted that if they are true, they are eccle- 
siastical offences. The question before us is 
the same as if the complaint had been one of 
brawling. But with reference to the costs of 
these proceedings, I must say a word on the 
merits. I haye lived long enough to know 
that two right-minded men may honestly 
take different views of what is right in the 
■mae matter, and I have no doubt that the 
right reverend prelate and the reverend gen- 
tleman who are appellants have been perfectly 
ooiiacientious in their conduct in this matter. 
But it is admitted that Mr. Garter has com- 
initted, and is wilfully peisistiug in, several 
breaches of the law of the land. By what 
ZBeaos he has persuaded himself that he can 
receive the wa^«»s of tlie State to do a certain 
duty and not do it, but do that which is op- 
posed to it, I cannot conceive ; and, with all 
submission, I feel nearly equal difficulty in 
understanding how it can seem right to the 
right reverend prelate not to bring him to 
justice. Of course, recognizing as I do that 
the bishop has a discretion in the matter, I 
most fully admit that he is vastly more 
capable of exercising it well than I am. But 
the way he docs exercise it is open to criticism, 
even by those less competent than himself, 
and it does seem to me that the discretion 
here has been most erroneously exercised. 
It seems to me that the appellants have 
invited and promoted this litigation ; and as 
one appellant breaks the law and the other 
affords him impunity in so doing, there 
should be no costs allowed to either of 
them." 

Lord Justice Baggallay then delivered a 
more lengthy and elaborate judgment to the 
flame effect, except that he did not concur 
in the last part of his learned colleague's 
judgment as to the merits with reference to 
the costs, and saw no reason why the appel- 
lants should not, as usual, have their costs. 

Lord Justice Theaiger delivered an ela- 
borate judgment to the same effect. 

The appeal, therefore, was allowed with 
eoeta, but only with one set of costs — ^that 
is, costs only as if there were one appellant. 

Upon this judgment the JUcord remarks: 
'* It has always been understood that this 
cause must go to the House ^of Lords for 
ultimate decision in the event of the judg- 
ment pronounced by the Lord Chief Justice 



being reversed. The question at issue is one I set forth at length) that venerable body to ro- 



of immense importance to the peace of the 
Church.'" 

THB MILES PLATTINO RITUAL CAflR. 

Lord Penzance held a Court on the lOih 
ult., at the House of Lords, as Judge of the 
Chancery Court of York, to hear the case of 
Dean and others v. the Rev. Sidney F. Qreen, 
on a representation for Ritualistic practices at 
St. John the Evangelist's Cliurch, at Mil<is 
Platting, iu the diocese of Manchester. The 
proceedings were takeu under the provisions of 
the Public Worship Regulation Act. The de- 
fendant was called into court three times, but 
did not appear. Evidence having been given 
in support of the allegations, Lord Penzauee 
delivered judgment. His lordship held that the 
several chargeii had been established, except oue 
that had been withdrawn. Mr. Green would 
be served with a monition, and admonished 
that he had offended in the several chaiges, 
aud admonished not to repeat the offences. 
He condemned Mr. Greeu in the costs of 
the proceedings. 

THE ENGLISH CQURCH UNION. 

The annual meeting of the English Church 
Union was held on the 10th ult., at Free- 
masons' Hall. The chair was taken by Mr. 
Alderman Bennett, of Manchester; the Hon. 
C. L. Wood being absent for the first time 
during the eleven years he has been Presi- 
dent of the Union. The report stated that 
the Union had 2,533 clerical, and 15,245 
lay members, or a total of 17,778. The in- 
come from subscriptions was £4,731. The 
report^ which recapitulated the leading eccle- 
siastical events of the year, contained the 
following as to Church prospects : " Notwith- 
standing much encouragement to be gained 
from the existing outlook, the President and 
Council hear with sorrow of the action taken 
by the ' Order of Corporate Reunion,' which 
they can but view as distinctly involving dis- 
loyalty, if not treachery, to the Church. One 
other point in relation to the future must be 
mentioned — viz., the design for the revision 
of the rubrics. The President and Council 
are convinced that any such changes as it is 
rumoured will be proposed shortly are to be 
strongly deprecated, and they feel bound to 
call upon the members of the Union to do 
their best to resist any such course of action." 
After other business, the meeting proceeded 
to consider " the necessity of maintaining the 
Prayer-book unaltered, as a principal bond of 
union among English Churchmen." Upon 
this the Rev. Berdmore Compton, in a 
lengthy speech, moved the presentation of an 
address to Convocation, imploring (for reasons 
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fiist at the present time any alteration in the 
Book of Common Prayer, administration of 
the Sacraments, and other rites and cere- 
monies of the Church. Lord Forhes seconded 
the resolution, which was carried unani- 
tnously. 

THB NATIONAL CHURCH OP SCOTLAND. 

The opening of the General Assembly of 
the Established Church of Scotland took 
-place in Edinburgh with the usual state 
-ceremonies, in which the Lord Provost, 
the city magistrates, and the Lord High 
Commissioner, the Earl of Rosslyn, bore 
their part. Principal Tulloch, the retiring 
Moderator, preached at St. Giles's Cathedral 
l)efore a large audience. The service over, 
A procession was formed from the Cathedral 
to the General Assembly Hall on the Castle 
HiU, where the Assembly commenced its 
sittings. The Rev. Dr. James Chrystal, of 
Auchinleck, was nominated by Principal 
Tulloch as his successor in the Moderator's 
chair, and unanimously elected. The Rev. 
Dr. Milligan, Clerk of Assembly, read the 
•commission to the Lord High Commissioner, 
who expressed Her Majesty's determination 
" to uphold in all their integrity the Presby- 
terian faith and form of Church government 
in this country, and to present you with her 
Annual gift of £2,000 for religious instruc- 
tion in the highlands and islands of Scot- 
land." The calm, though not uneventful, 
progress of the Church of Scotland (he 
^ded) was such as to give confidence to all 
her well-wishers and to confound the most 
•determined of her foes. 

The Rev. H. W. Smith submitted the 
report of the Committee for the Conversion 
•€f the Jews, which showed a gratifying in- 
crease in the number of children attending 
their schools. Representatives were heard 
from the Presbyterian Church in the United 
■States. One of these, the Rev. Dr. Philip 
Schaff, addressed the Assembly, with special 
reference to the Pan-Presbyterian Council to 
be held in Philadelphia next year. 

Professor Dickson gave in the report of 
the Education Committee. From this it ap- 
peared that all the Assembly schools had 
now been removed from the list, and that 
the only survival of the old education 
scheme was the superannuation list. The 
five training colleges — three for female stu- 
dents, and two for males — continue to prosper. 
The Normal School Fund accounts showed 
the total expenditure under this head last 
year was £26,025. The committee reported 
their inability to continue the official reli- 
IjiouB inspection of schools, in consequeD" 



lack of funds for that purpose. The Rer. 
Dr. Gray moved a deliverance which con- 
tained a clause proposing to relieve the com- 
mittee from further responsibility as regEida 
the inspection of religious instruction. Sir 
James Fergusson opposed this recommenda- 
tion, and moved that the committee be 
directed to continue the religious inspection 
of schools whose managers desired to avail 
themselves of it. Dr. Story deprecated the 
attempt to revive a discredited system, but a 
majority of one vote only decreed its discon- 
tinuance. 

The report of the Committee on Union 
with other Churches was presented by Pro- 
fessor Charteris, who proposed a motion 
regretting that the answers received through 
the committee from the other Presbyterian 
Churches in Scotland did not encourage the 
hope of further correspondence on the sub- 
ject of union being followed by good results 
— directing suitable acknowledgment of the 
answers to be sent, and recommending all 
ministers to cultivate in their work the spirit 
of unity, and the habit of co-operation with 
the ministers of all other Evangelical Churches. 
As respects the future. Dr. Charteris indi- 
cated that he did not abandon hope. He 
pointed to the return of Established Church 
communicants published that morning, whidi 
showed an increase of 55,000 since the 
abolition of patronage; and their Church 
could a£ford to be patient and forbearing 
because of its strength. Mr. Grieve seconded 
the motion. Dr. Scott moved, as an amend- 
ment, that while the Assembly acknowledge 
the courtesy of the replies received, the com- 
mittee be discharged, further negotiations in 
the hope of union being out of the question. 
In the course of a long debate other amend- 
ments were proposed ; but ultimately all 
were withdrawn, including that of Dr. Scott, 
who intimated that he took this course on 
the understanding that the committee was 
not to be re-appointed. The original motion 
was then agreed to ; and it was left to the 
Clerk of Assembly to make suitable acknow- 
ledgment of the communications which had 
been received from other Churches. 

The Rev. Mr. Muir gave in the report of 
the Committee on Colonial Missions. The 
total income from all sources for 1878 was 
£6,367, showing an increase over the previous 
year of £1,953. 

Mr. T. G. Murray gave in the report of 

the Endowment Committee, which stated that 

during the j-ear 1878 ten new parishes had 

been formed. The income for the year was 

3, as against £17,745 in 1877. 
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A long discussion took place on the ques- 
tion of relaxing the subscription by elders 
to the Confession of Faith. Dr. Story, of 
Roseneath, moved the adoption of a new 
formula to be sent down to presbyteries for 
approval ; and that the question be referred 
to a committee. Dr. Scott moved that the 
overtures in favour of the change be dis- 
missed. This last motion was seconded by 
Principal Pirie. Dr. Scott's motion was ulti- 
mately carried. 

The report of the Committee on Statistics 
of the Christian Liberality of the Church 
showed a total raised during the year for 
Church purposes, including seat rents, of 
d£ 381, 236, being an increase of more than 
£7,000 as compared with 1877. 

The report of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee showed an income for 1878 of 
£18,088. 

The report of the Committee on Corre- 
spondence with Foreign Churches having 
been presented, the following deputies from 
Continental Churches were heard : M. Lor- 
riaux, Reformed Church of France ; Pastor 
Dardier, of the Evangelical Society of Geneva ; 
Dr. Hoed maker, 'Amsterdam ; Rev. Donald 
Miller, Qenoa ; and Mr. John Cowan, of 
Beeslack — the two latter appearing in sup- 
port of a memorial from the Waldensian 
Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Herdman presented the 
report on the foreign missions of the Church. 
There had been no curtailment in any part 
of the field, but rather increase everywhere. 
The income for the year was stated at 
JB 13,685, against Xl 1,295 in the previous 
year. Daring the discussion of this report, 
Dr. White, representative of the American 
Freedmen's Missionary Association, roused 
the interest of the Assembly by stating that 
there were now 7,000 emancipated slaves in 
training for the great work among their own 
people in the vast continent of Africa. 

The Rev. Mr. Young, as convener of the 
-committee, submitted the report on Sabbath- 
schools. It appears there are 1,899 schools, 
with an attendance of 173,197. The num- 
i)er of scholars in the schools is 173,197; 
adult cla«»8es, 38,797 ; teachers, 16,738 ; 
total, 228,732. Increase, 13,878. 

Fast-day observance, patronage compensa- 
tion claims, the Church of Scotland in Eng- 
land, and temperance were among the other 
subjects which came under the notice of the 
Assembly, which also disposed of certain 
-cases of dif^cipline; The closing addresses of 
the Moderator and the Lord High Commis- 
sioner having been delivered, the Assembly 



was dissolved, to meet again on May 20, 
1880. 

THE FREE CHURCH OP SCOTLAND. 

The General Assemby of the Free Church 
of Scotland met in their Assembly Hall, 
Edinburgh. The Rev. Dr. Andrew Bonar 
preached his retiring sermon as Moderator ; 
and the Rev. J. C. Burns (Kirkliston) was 
appointed Moderator for the present year. 
In his address to the Assembly he said that 
the Church was passing through a great theo- 
logical crisis, as questions were now being 
widely agitated that touched the foundation 
of religious belief ; the very atmosphere 
seemed as if charged with scepticism, and 
the malarious epidemic raging without the 
Church had been causing them not a little ,.« 

uneasiness and anxiety within, and they had ^ 
to face a question which could not be com- ' .. 

pared, in point of magnitude, with any one ^ ^ ;, 
that had previously agitated or alarmed them ^ ^ 
—concerning as it did the credit, the charac- 5 ^ ^ 
ter of the world's Book. Yet the struggle \^ ^C ' 
and the pain of conflict were, he believed, j\ 

not unto death, but unto life. 

Among the most important business 
brought under the notice of the Assembly 
was the case of Professor Robertson Smith, 
of the Free Church College, Aberdeen. The 
libel which had been prepared by the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen against Professor 
Smith charged him with (1) disbelief in the 
divine institution of the Aaronic priesthood 
during the time of Moses, (2) impugning the 
historic character of the Book of Deutero- 
nomy, ( 3) publishing opinions concerning the 
inspired writings which had aa unsettling 
tendency, in putting a fictitious character to 
certain books of Scripture, (5) denying the 
spiritual significance of the Song of Solomon, 

(6) publishing opinions ignoring the testi- 
mony of Christ and His apostles to the 
authorship of the Old Testament Scriptures, 

(7) publishing disparaging views of prophecy, 
and (8) promulgating opinions dicrediting the 
superhuman reality of angels. The case 
came before the Assembly on ten appeals 
from the inferior Courts with regard to the re- 
levancy of the libel. Dr. Andrew Bonar moved : 
" That the General Assembly instruct the 
Presbytery of Aberdeen to take immediate 
steps for having the libel as regards the 
second particular of the first alternative 
charge (regarding the authenticity of the 
Book of Deuteronomy) served in due form 
upon Professor Smith. They also instruct 
the Presbytery, in the event of their finding 
the libel sustained, to suspend him from his 
functions, professorial, ministerial, and judi- 
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cial, till next meeting of Assembly, and 
reserving the final judgment in the case till 
the meeting of Assembly ; and the Assembly 
now appoint a committee to adjust the libel 
in this view, excluding very much all the 
parts that were not now applicable, and to 
report to a future diet of this Assembly/' 
In proposing this resolution, Dr. Bonar 
admitted all that might be said in favour of 
Professor Smith personally, but urged that 
error in the hands of a godly man, or of a 
man of influence, is most perilous. **Our 
congregations," he said, "are unsettled, and 
we find that everywhere they talk about it as 
most unsettling to the soul, introducing 
doubts and difficulties that never had 
troubled them before. Some of the friends 
on the other side ask us not to hold these 
views, but to tolerate them. 'Tolerate' is 
their watchword. Now, I ask, what do you 
mean by tolerating them in a professor ? Is 
he to expound them when there is occasion ? 
Yes, by all means. Surely he is to study 
them and expoimd them in order to refute 
them — ^that is what the Church understands 
by a professor in our various colleges. The 
Church has decided long ago that all such 
views as this are altogether foreign to its 
creed.'' Mr. Bannerman, of Dalkeith, 
seconded the motion. Principal Bainy 
moved that in consideration of the novelty 
and perplexity of the case, the Assembly, 
before proceeding further with the libel, 
should appoint a committee representative of 
both parties to consider the case in all its 
bearings, with the view of ascertaining the 
best means of arriving at a satisfactory 
result. After a lengthened debate. Pro- 
fessor Smith addressed the Assembly. The 
division then took place, when it appeared 
that there voted for Dr. Bonar's motion 321, 
and for Principal Bainy's 319 — majority for 
Dr. Bonai^s, 2. On the following day, owing 
to an alleged inaccuracy in counting the 
votes, a committee was appointed to make a 
scrutiny, and it was then reported that the 
votes stood thus: For Dr. Bonar's motion, 
321 ; for Principal Bainy's, 320, the majority 
being one instead of two. 

!nbe Bev. A. McKenzie submitted the 
leport on the State of Beligion and Morals 
throughout the Coimtiy, which told a tale of 
*^ prevailing deadness, with all its attendant 
evlL^" though there were some notable excep- 
tions. There was no doubt, said the report, 
that one great hindrance to the gracious 
prosperity of the cause of Christ was the 
pevailing unbelief of the age. It seemed as 
if old and fondly-cherished beliefs were 



slipping away from the grasp— ^as if accepted 
principles of truth were plastic and flexible, 
touched by the dissolving power of Bome 
invisible hand — ^aa if andent creed and 
formula were undergoing the process of slow 
and sure decay. As a preventative against 
this current evil, the committee recom- 
mended that parents aQd masters ahould 
daily read with their children and domefiiica 
the Word of Qod, that they might be 
familiar with its contents ; for they believed 
that no small amount of opposition to the 
truth of the Bible arose from the ignoranoa 
of its contents on the part of many of its 
opponents. 

The Bev. Dr. Wilson reported that in the 
previous year ten collections were appointed 
by last Assembly to be made. The proceeds of 
all the collections reported to last Assemhlj 
were £24,312, while the amount of those 
appointed by last Assembly was JB20,947, 
showing a diminution, as compared with the 
previous year, of £3,365. 

The Bev. Dr. Moody Stuart presented tbe 
report on the Conversion of the Jews. Dr* 
Andrew Bonar, in moving the adoption of 
the report, reminded the Assembly that our 
country had come into possession of the 
birthplace of the most liberal New Testament 
giver on record — Barnabas. We were the 
only Protestant nation whose possessiona 
could be said to be now looking in the face 
af Palestine, for from the heights of Cyprus 
every hour of the day Lebanon might be 
seen. We might, as a country, yet have the 
honour of taking ships to Tarshish, carrying 
Israel home. 

A protest and appeal were made by the 
Bev. W. Balfour against the toleration of Dr. 
Walter C. Snodth's Christmas service in the 
Free High Church, Edinburgh. The Assem- 
bly adopted a motion dismissing Mr. Balfouz^a 
appeal, with the saving clause that *'the 
General Assembly, in giving this judgment 
is not to be understood as countenancing 
or approving such services as those referred 
to." 

The report of the Committee on Education 
stated that the income to the education 
scheme for the year was £4,350. From 
returns made by the ministers of the Church, 
it was gratifying to find that examinations in 
religious knowledge were almost universaiU 
At the same time intimation was given that 
in some cases the religious instruction given 
was not satisfactory, and no proper proviaiQiL 
made for examinations being held. The 
report furnished materials for a lengthened 
discussion. 
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The report of the Sfutentation Fond Com- 
tnittee was presented by the Rev. Dr. Wilsoo. 
It stated that the total amount of contribu- 
tions to the fund daring the year had been 
Xl 75,899, showing a decrease of £24,901 as 
•compared with the previous year ; but from 
these figures Dr. Wilson deduced conclusions, 
not of disconragement, but of confidence, in 
the future, recognizing the sweet uses of 
adyeraity in the education of Qod's people in 
the higher Christim life, which is the true 
spring of cheerful and scdf-sacrificing giving. 
The adoption of the report was moved by the 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and seconded by 
the Bev. D. K. Guthrie, of Liberton, in 
a speech of mingled humour, pathos, and 
practical appeal. 

The Rev. T. Main laid on the table the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Missions. 
It stated that the total receipts of the year 
had amounted to £45,165, but there was a 
deficiency of nearly £2,000. The Assembly 
was addressed by several missionaries, and 
cesolutioDS were adopted in furtherance of 
missionary work. 

A report on the condition of agricultural 
labourers in Scotland was presented. It 
stated tbat many of th4 unmarried men were 
living in a state of heathenism. The pre- 
vailing moral tone was lax and low. The 
Bev. Dr. Adam gave in the report on a 
Church extension scheme, which was started 
in 1877. Of the £100,000 proposed to be 
raised, £97,000 had already been subscribed. 

A long discussion took place on the ques- 
tion of disestablishment. The Rev. Dr. 
Adam, of Glasgow, proposed the motion to 
the effect that the Assembly declare their so- 
lemn conviction that the connection subsisting 
between the Church now established and the 
State is wholly indefeasible, and ought, with 
as little delay as possible, to be brought to a 
termination. The Rev. Dr. Elder, of Rothe- 
say, seconded the motion. Sir Henry Mon- 
<:rieff moved as an amendment that the 
Assembly take no action in the question 
of disestablishment. Mr. Fergusson, of Kin- 
munday, seconded the amendment, and in 
doing BO stated, amid cries of disapprobation, 
that the agitation was causing people to 
leave the Free Church and go to the Estab- 
lished Church. On a division, Dr. Adam's 
motion was carried by 262 to 106. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaff was heard in refer- 
ence to the arrangements for the Presbyterian 
Council to be held next year in Philadelpliia. 
Dr. Hugh McMillan, of Greeuock, submitted 
the report of the Committee appointed to 
prepare a new hymnal. A Ust of 286 



hymns had been agreed upon. An interesting 
discussion followed the presentation of the. 
report. Mr. Ridstone oharged Professor 
Bruce, one of the conveners of th^ committee, 
with attempting to introduce instrumental 
music into the Church in an underhand way, 
and the Professor replied that when it seemed 
expedient to raise that question he would do 
it in a straightforward, manly way. It war 
resolved to remit the hymnal to the com- 
mittee for further revision before next 
Assembly. 

The Rev. Dr. A. Thomson and Mr. J. A. 
Campbell appeared from the Continental 
Committee of the Presbyterian Council in 
support of a memorial propotdog that step* 
be taken to raise a fund which should enable 
the salaries of Waldensian ministers to be in- 
creased from J660 to £lOO. The memorial 
urged that a sum should be raised in this coun- 
try which, capitalised, would afford £20 a-year 
to each minister, on the footing that a 
similar sum should be contributed by the 
Waldensian people themselves. Dr. Thomson 
and Mr. J. A. Campbell having both spoken 
on the subject. Principal Rainy proposed 
that the Assembly commend to the Church 
the movement now promoted by the Presby- 
terian Council Committee to give substantial 
aid to the people of the Valleys to raise the 
incomes of their pastors. Mr. Maclagan 
(elder), Edinburgh, seconded the motion, 
which was adopted. 

Mr. William Wood (elder), Edinburgh, 
submitted the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee, from which it appeared that the 
amount received for general collections was 
£20,947. There was a decrease in the col- 
lections during the year of £3,000. The 
amount of money raised during the year for 
the whole funds of the Church was £551,418. 

The proclamation of bands, temperance. 
Sabbath observance, teaching in colleges, the 
Papal hierarchy, colleagues and successors, and 
a number of other topics, also engaged the 
attention of the Assembly. The whole of 
the business having been disposed of, tiie 
Moderator proceeded to deliver the conclnd- 
ing address and offer the final prayer. He 
then dissolved the Assembly. 

THE UMPFBD FRKSBYTBRIAK CHURCH. 

The Committee appointed by the Synod of 
the United Presbyterian Church of Scotiand 
to deal with the Rev. Mr. Macrae, in regard 
to his views on the eternal punishment of the 
wicked, has concluded its labours. The com* 
mittee, at its last meeting, expressed its ap- 
proval of the sentence of suspension having 
been announced to Mr. Macrae's congregation. 
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Subsequently, after dLscussion, a reeolution 
was adopted which concluded in the follow- 
ing terms : " Whereas Mr. Macrae avowedly 
rejects, contravenes, and denounces the teach- 
ing of the subordinate standards regarding 
the punishment of the wicked, the committee 
find that the latitude claimed and indulged 
in by Mr. Macrae is inconsistent with scrip- 
tural truth and order, as maintained in this 
Church, and with the duty of a minister and 
office-bearer thereof. The committee further 
finds that the conduct of Mr. Macrae in the 
premiss warrants and requires his separation 
from his pastoral charge, and suspension sine 
die from all ministerial functions.'' Against 
this resolution Mr. Macrae appealed. It was 
agreed to take steps to have a special meeting 
of Synod called for about the 22nd of July, 
o dispose of the case finally. 

WESLEYAN FINANCE AND MEMBERSHIP. 

Two-thirds of the central meetings on 
behalf of the Thanksgiving Fund have been 
held, says the Watdnnan of the 11th ult., 
and perhaps about one-third of the circuit 
meetings. The result is, in round figures, 
^160,000. It may be assumed that the 
harvest is half gathered in. The fund is not 
likely to yield less than £300,000. If it 
were to produce much more, it would not 
now be matter of surprise. All the objects 
contemplated in the scheme of the committee 
will be accomplished. Some lai^er things 
will be done than have been proposed. The 
Watchman, on the authority of the completed 
returns from the various districts of British 
Methodism, publishes a statistical table, from 
which it appears that the total number of 
Society or Church members in England and 
Scotland is 377,589. This, as compared 
with last yearns returns, 380,876, shows a 
net decrease of 3,287. Commenting upon 
this fact, the journal from which we have 
quoted remarks : '* It cannot be too strongly 
and repeatedly urged that those who are 
reckoned as members amongst us are such 
who regularly meet from week to week — or 
as opportunity will permit — ^in classes, for 
mutual spiritual communion. Were another 
and more relaxed standard of membership 
admitted, our numbers might be multiplied 
tenfold. But this, and this alone, being the 
teat of union in our body, it cannot but be 
seen what numerous and various causes will 
be continually in operation to produce a pre- 
judicial effect. We do not now refer to vacan- 
cies, which have to be filled up, occasioned by 
deaths and losses resulting from unavoidtible 
removals. The commercial depression of the 
past year must be taken into our calculations. 



This ought not to have, but nevertheless it has 
an influence for evil upon the religioas ex- 
perience of many." 

OPEN-AIR MISSION. 

The annual meeting of this mission was 
held on Monday, June 9, at Sioii College, 
London Wall. Bishop Perry, d.d., pre- 
sided ; and addresses were delivered by Mr. 
J. Macgregor, m.a. (Rob Roy), the Right Hon. 
W. Cowper Temple, MJ»., the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Maguire, and the Rev. Dr. Donald Fraser. 
The report, read by the Secretary, Mr. J. 
Kirk, showed that the mission numbered 
375 members, and had connected with it 21 
auxiliaries. During the year 68 conferences 
had been held in various parts of the country, 
and the agents of the society had visited 331 
races, fairs, and other gatherings of the 
people. They had distributed 725,958 
tracts, papers, etc.; and the Travelling Secre- 
tary, Mr. Gawin Kirkham, had travelled in. 
its service over 9,293 miles. The Treasurer 
reported that the total cost for the year of 
the society's various undertakings was £1,030. 
The report having been adopted, the meet- 
ing, which was largely attended, concluded 
with the Doxology. 

OBITCfART. 

The death of the Rev. Canon Beadon, 
Chancellor of Wells Cathedral and Rector of 
North Stoneham, near Southampton, took 
place on May 10. The reverend gentleman 
was in the 102nd year of his age, having 
completed his 101st year in December last. 
He has held the Rectory of Stoneham for 
nearly three-quarters of a century, succeeding 
his father in the living. — The Rev. John 
Griffith, D.D., died at the end of May last, 
in his ninetieth year. From 1827 to 1872 
he was a prebendary of Rochester Cathednl ; 
a man of great wealth, he expended it 
liberally on various religious and charitable 
objects. — The Rev. William Leeke, a Water- 
loo veteran, and for the last fifty years a 
clergyman in the Church of England, died 
on the 6th ult., at Holbrooke Hall, near 
Derby. He was bom in 1797, and entered 
the Army at the age of seventeen, having 
joined his regiment, the 52nd Light Infantry, 
just six weeks before the battle of Waterloo, 
in which action he carried the regimental 
colours of the 62 nd. After Waterloo, Mr. 
Leeke served with his regiment in the army 
of occupation. He subsequently retired from 
the Army, and, after being ordained a clergy- 
man, was Incumbent of Holbrooke during a 
period of thirty years. — The Rev. Thomas 
Bury Wells, Rector of Portlemoath, South 
Devon, and one of the aurvivon of the 
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Battle of Algiers, Las recently died, at the age 
of eighty-four. Mr. Wells, who left the Navy 
fifty years ago to be ordained, was present at 
the blockade of Flushing in 1810, and was 
midshipman of the Granicus at Algiers. — 
The death of the Bey. George Hough, for 
fifty years the much-esteemed Vicar of South 
Croeland, near Hnddersfield, took place on 
the 6th ult. He was a man of special and 
peculiar powers, a thorough scholar, and a 
sound divine. On his eightieth birthday, he 
conducted the whole of the morning service 
in his own church, and preached the sermon, 
preached again in the afternoon, and preached 
a third sermon in the evening at a mission 
church. He died in his eighty-second year. 
— The Rev. Samuel Hasell, Association 
Secretary to the Church Missionary Society, 
for the Central District, expired suddenly on 
the 5th ult. Mr. Hasell had been for six- 
teen years a missionary in Bengal, and was 
greatly esteemed for his personal excellence. 
His age was fifty-eight. 

Dr. John Adair Crawford, a man well 
known for his active zeal in the cause of 
Christian missions, especially in the East, 
died, on the 13th ult, at the age of eighty- 
eight. Dr. Crawford's professional services 
as travelling physician were engaged at 
different times by more than one member of 
the nobility, and he lived on familiar terms 
with some of the most eminent men of his 
time. He was at one period editor of the 
Becord, and it was his mind that conceived 
the idea of the Malta Protestant College. 

General regret has been awakened by the 
death, at the age of forty-two, of Miss 
^Frances Ridley Havergal, ' the youngest 
daughter of the late Rev. William Havergal, 
the well-known hymn writer and church 
musician. Miss Havergal, who died on the 
3rd ult., at Caswell Bay, Swansea, after a 
short illness, had inherited her fathers poetic 
gifts, and had, as a writer of sacred verse, 
acquired much popularity. She had also 



composed some popular hymn tunes, three of 
these having been published in the ''Tune 
Book to Church Hymns." The Rev. C. B. 
Snepp writes : "* An immense circulation of 
all her numerous works has been granted to- 
her. Her well-known and beautiful hymn,. 
' I gave my life for thee,' has been printed 
about a million times, and in many languages."' 



A parliamentary return has been issued 
of the number of communicants in each 
parish in Scotland for the year 1878, in- 
cluded in the roll prepared by the Kirk 
Session, in conformity with the regulations 
of the General Assembly. The total number 
was 515,786—218,411 men and 297,375 
women. The population in 1871 was 
3,360,018. 

The top stone and cross on the central 
spire of the new Cathedral, Edinburgh, was 
placed in position on the 6th ult. The 
senior and junior chaplains ascended the 
spire, which is 275 feet high, and laid the 
stone into which the cross was fixed. After 
this had been accomplished, the spectators 
were addressed by the Lord Provost of the 
city, and a service was held in the nave. 
The Cathedral, which is to cost £115,000, 
was designed by the late Sir Gilbert Scott. 

At the recent meeting of the Presbyterian. 
General Assembly in Belfast, the ministers 
and members present numbering nearly 400,. 
a debate on the introduction of hymns con* 
tinned until a quarter past three a. if. The 
discussion on the question of an authorized 
sanction for hymns was throughout earnest, 
and often excited ; and finally, on an amend- 
ment declaring *'the only psalmody of the 
Assembly to be the version of the Psalms of 
David now in use," the voting was — for the 
amendment, 225 ; against it, 157 ; and the 
announcement of the numbers was received 
with cheers. The majority rose to their 
feet and cheered for several minutes. 
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PERSIA. 

The Rev. Dr. Shedd, an American missionary, writes from Hamadan a very interesting 
letter about a movement among the Jews of that place. One of the oldest colonies of Jews 
in the world is found at Hamadan. Their ancestors were carried captive by the Assyrian 
king twenty-five centuries ago. For months past the colony has been agitated by the 
question : *' Is not Jesus the Messiah ?" Four of the chief men, the heads of one thousand 
houses (about five thousand people), have, after long trial, been publicly baptized, and many 
others are asking to confess Christ. As in the days of the apostles, all the city is moved, 
and one Nestorian helper is day and night beset with Jews seeking instruction in the New 
Testament. 
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The annnal report of tbe MadniB Mission of the Ameriean Board, which lies im Ilia 
district in which about 00,000 Hindus renoanced heathenism last year, states that, altiioiigh 
the mission has not shared largely in this movement, yet the year has been one of proa- 
perity. There are now in connection with it 199 congregations — an increase of 88. Tliey 
consist of about 3,000 families and 11,000 souls. Fonr hundred and thirty-three wen 
received on profession. A number of the members of the congr^ationa are deaectbed aa 
non-heathen, who know little of Christianity and require patient instruction. The opinion 
is expressed that "the plan adopted by the miBsion in 1843 of enrolling such aa havB out- 
wardly renounced heathenism or Romanism, and are willing to place themsrirea mder 
Christian instruction, as members of regularly organized congregations, *is the wisest/ Tlie 
system corresponds to the practice in all CSiristian countries ; and it is true here, as theie^ 
that accessions to the church are almost wholly from the class which regularly enjoys religioos 
nstruction." The itinerancy, which ia valued more and more, reached the ishabitnita of 
about 100 villages. 

The Rev. Mr. Marshall, of the American Free Baptist Mission, in Orissa, reporta the 
following as the result of more direct personal effort : '* I rode to a maiket seven miles away, 
and brought one man home with us, who told us of ten families in his village thiit would 
become Christians, if we would receive ihem. I was surprised to learn that there could be 
any doubt on that point. Had we not, year after year, stood in the market-plaee and 
invited them to come ? Yes ! Then why did he say ' if we would receive them,^ they wovld 
come ? Simply from the fact that they wanted a demonstration of the desire, on our part, 
more than words would convey. When I reached out my hand, and took his in mine, he 
sprang like a child into my arms, and embraced me as a child would its parent When the 
word went about that we ^received* the people, they came — in one village, ten houses ; in 
another, ten; another village was represented by a prominent Brahmin, who came with. 
twenty of his neighbours to eat with us. From him we learned that between 200 and 300 
families had broken caste, and wished to become Christians. I asked him how long he moA 
his neighbours had been thinking of becoming Christians. He said fonr or five years, but 
more especially since getting some books from a native Christian, and some instructioa 
along with them, two years ago. For more than a year they had been ready, but did not 
know whether we would receive them or not. Their joy knew no bounds when we took 
them by the hand and assured them of our ardent love for them, and told them how 
exceeding glad we were to receive them in the name of Christ" 

The Nineteenth (printed) Report of the Umritsur Mission gives a very enoouragxng 
account of its work. Mr. R. Clark, Mr. Keene, Mr. Bateman, Mr. Beutel, and the native 
clergy, all write thankfully and hopefully. Last year there were ninety-four bapHams 
against thirty-three the year before. The native Christians have increased from 345 to 
432. The native contributions to religious objects have risen from Ra.645 to Rs. 1,588. 
— Church MiMWfMxy Oleaner. 

CBDSIA. 

Another serious outrage has been perpetrated on the native Christiana and preachers of 
the English Church Mbsion in the town of Yik-kau. On the 24th of March the native 
preachers and several of the Christian residents of the districts were induced by the man- 
darins to present themselves at the town of Yik-kau, for the purpose apparently of holding a 
friendly consultation with the mandarins and literati, in order to make some arrangement 
with reference to the recent outrage on the mission chapel. The mandarins appear to have 
applauded the Christians for their conciliatory bearing and conduct; but the gentry and 
literati would have nothing less than their expulsion from the place. The meeting then 
broke up, and the Christians retired to a lodging-house in the town. Very shortly afterwards 
the mandarin's alarm-gong was sounded, and hundreds of people rushed, at the signal, to the 
lodging-house where the Christians had retired for the night, dragged four of them into the 
street, beat them most barbarously with all manner of weapons, and inflicted severe wounds 
on the unfortunate men, leaving them, aa was supposed, dead. Two of them were then thrown, 
like dogs, into the river, but managed to scramble to the other bank, and crept away till they 
were found by the yamen runners, who placed them in a sedan-chair and sent them to the 
nearest mission station in the district The other two men were taken up aa dead, and the 
brutal literati, aided by their hired followers, set fire to their clothing and queues. Thcae 
two sufferers were ultimately rescued, and also sent in a chair to the nearest mission station. 
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Prom the station they were sent on by hoat to FoocHov, where they arrired on the 39th of 
Marefay and were placed in the mission hospital, nnder the care of Dr. Taylor. The 
nnfonuoate men were nnable to walk or stand when they arrived there. 

JAPAN. 

The three miesions of the American Presbyterian Board, the Reformed, and the United 
Preebyterian Chnrch of Scotland are endeavonring to carry on their work in Japan on the co- 
operative principle, and with but one ecclesiastical organization. During the year fifteen 
natives have been licensed as preachers, and earnest young women are training as Bible 
readers ; while there are at present twenty-four students in the theological school. There 
are mghteen native churches connected with these missions. A committee on foreign mfs- 
Bione has been appointed with reference to sending missionaries to Corea, Japan at present 
being the only country that has intercourse with Corea. 

XAUBITIUS. 

The (jrospel continues to spread among the Hindu coolies in the island of Manritius. 
Although many who have embraced it return to the land of their birth every year, the 
nomber of Cfhristians attached to the Church Missionary Society's Mission continues to 
inereeee. There were 190 baptisms last year; and the returns now show 1,090 in the 
congregations of North India coolies, and 397 in those of Madras coolies, — C. M, Ohtmer. 

MADA0A8CAR. 

Another step in the social revolution which is being effected by the Qovemment of 
Madagaecar has taken place by the promulgation of new laws respecting military service and 
fiducation. A great ** Eabary " was held on the occasion, when the plain of Andohulo was 
crowded by an immense concourse of representatives from every part of the central provinces, 
no snch gathering having been seen since the coronation of the present Queen. The Prime 
Minister delivered the Queen's message, which he read from a printed copy amidst many 
soundings of trumpets at various intervals demanding silence and attention. The chief 
provisions of the measure were as follows : With the exception of the sick and weakly and 
the properly-chosen pastors of churches, and those specially left out by royal authority, 
every male, of whatever class or rank, whoever he may be^ from eighteen years old and 
upwards, shall present himself to be chosen as a soldier. The term of service shall be five 
years. Three years after the raising of these new troops the present old army will be 
disbanded. Then followed the new regulations in reference to schools. First, the present 
scholars are excepted from this conscription for the time being ; and the Queen will institute 
special examinations as to those who ought to leave the schools. Secondly, " every child, 
from seven years old and upwards, from the date of this raising of soldiers, must be sent to 
school to learn (fahindrena) wisdom, and if there are any parents who do not send their 
children of that age, they shall be fined three dollars for every child kept back, and the 
children must be sent by them. And the informer against those who do not send their 
children shall have half the fine if his information is correct." Hitherto education has been 
optional, now it is compulsory, and the missionaries expect that an immense stimulus will 
be given to all their schools. 

NEW GUINEA. 

The Rev. W. G. Lawes, at the annual meeting of the London Missionary Society, as 
we reported last month (p. 174), mentioned that tidings had been just received that some 
of the native Christians of Savage Island, who had gone as missionaries to New Guinea, had 
been poisoned. We have since, from the pen of the Rev. J. Chalmers, details of the 
occurrence. He has visited Orangerie Bay and Isuisu, where the poisonings took place, 
and other points of the same coast. All the information obtained leads to the same 
eonclusion — that the teachers were murdered for what they possessed, and that a reputed 
sorcerer, named Nauagere, was hired to do the deed, for which, however^ the people 
goierally afterwards became very anxious to make compensation to the missionaries. One 
of the places at which Mr. Chalmers called was South Cape. " The South Cape people,** 
writes Mr. Chalmers, *' said very little to me on my arrival about the deaths until the 
Sabbath, when, after speaking to them of the deaths of the teachers and the hope those 
have who receive Christ, one turned suddenly round and asked me, ' What are you going 
to do about those who died at Isuisu?'' ' What can I do ? they were eick and died.' * No, 
they were killed; and Nauagere, of Auiau, did it.' ' How was it done V 'The dimdims 
were not very well, and he put poison in their food and drinking water. He lived at 
Boneava ' (inland village) ' during the day and came to Isuisu at night.' Then turning 



218 



BVAMOXUGAL CHR18IVNDOM. 



(Jii]7l«18nL 



to a lad close by, be told bim to go out and fetch in tbe plant naed. When the boy 
letuTDedy be bad witb bim tbe roots and leaves of a plant used by the natives in fishing. 
A little of it is put on tbe end of a long stick, which is thrust under a stone, and if fish aie 
there they soon come up dead. They got a cocoa-nut shell with a little water, and pressed 
a little sap from a piece of tbe root into it, which soon turned the water white. I asked, 
* What effect will that have upon me if I drink it now ? ' * You would soon die.' * Come,' 
they said, * take the boat and let us go down and take Nauagere ; we should like to eat 
him.' At tbe Leocadie, Dinner Island, and Teste they gave the same stoiy as to the 
poisoning, and that Nauagere, a professional poisoner, was employed by the people of 
Isuisu, 80 that they might get the teachers' property. It was difficult at first for me to 
believe that any of them was poisoned ; but from all I have learnt along the coast there 
is now no doubt whatever in my mind.'' 

BRITISH AKEBICA. 

Oar first report has been received from tbe mission on Peace River, one of tbe great 
waterways of tbe vast Athabssca diocese, up which Bishop Bonipas travelled many hundred 
miles eighteen months ago to cross the Rocky Mountains en riyide for the North Pacific 
Coast On this river labours a solitary missionary, tbe Rev. Alfred Garrioch,-a country- 
bom agent educated at St. John's College and ordained by Bishop Bompas himself a year 
or two back. His station we understand to be Fort Vermilion, but he dates from 
** Umjaga." He is in tbe midst of the Beaver Indians, by whom he has been well received, 
although tbe RomaniBts have been there before him. He has erected a '^ mission-house,'* 
or rather log-but, 26 ft. by 19, and begun a small farm and garden, on tbe produce of which 
his subsistence mainly depends. His ** native Christian adherents " number forty-five. Mr. 
Garrioch's report is dated Jane of last year. During last winter the Bishop himself stayed 
at the station. — Church Mimmiary IrUdligencer, 
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Count Aoenor db Oabparin. — The 
notice of M. Borrel's memoir of this dis- 
tinguished nobleman, which appeared in 
our number for May last (p. 158), has 
awakened some inquiry in quarters which 
are so well informed on the points referred 
to, and which on otber grounds are so fully 
entitled to be beard, that we have no 
hesitation in stating explicitly, what may 
be fairly said .to have been implied in tbe 
notice in question — that for the accuracy 
of tbe statement of facts with regard to 
the Madiai deputation, as for all tbe state- 
ments quoted in tbe extract which we 
printed, the author, M. Borrel, is solely 
responsible, that responsibility being shared 
in no degree whatever by this journal. So, 
too, on the question of principle involved 
in the ground on which tbe Count de Gas- 
parin is represented as having sought to 
avoid all official patronage or diplomatic 
interference in tbe action which was pro- 
posed to be taken by the deputation, as 
contrasted with that which it is supposed 
to have avoided. Whatever were the 
Count's views, in bo far as they differed — 
if they did differ — from those of other 
members of the deputation, or any of them, 
we bad no intention whatever of mooting, 



or pronouncing any opinion upon, the sub- 
ject, either way. The satisfactory fact ia 
that tbe attention of Europe was power- 
fully attracted to the question of religioua 
intolerance by the deputation to Florence 
in tbe Madiai case ; and that ultimately, 
by whatever means, these persecuted con- 
fessors obtained liberty and universal sym- 
pathy for themselves, and that a valuable 
precedent was established in such cases. 

Thk Fifth Stnod of the Swiss Christian 
Catholic Church, which has recently been 
held at the ancient town of Solothum, has 
been more important than usual, because of 
tbe question arising whether they could come 
into closer communion with the Anglican 
Church. The Synod has made distinct over- 
tures in the way of intercommunication, and 
has clearly shown that the Swiss brethren are 
alive to the changed character of their move- 
ment, and are resolved to give it henceforth 
a more missionary character. According to 
a Solothum correspondent, if the discussiona 
and decisions of the Synod do not end in 
mere talk, they will mark a new starting- 
point for reform work in the Confederation, 
both as regards its inner development and 
outward relations. The Swiss Christian Ca- 
tholics have, almost from the beginning of 
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this movement, desired to obtain sympathy 
and brotherly aid from outside their borders. 
They are straggling against the usurpations of 
Bome, and have virtually expressed a wish 
that some assistance should be given them by 
the Anglican Church. Although there is a 
good deal that is uncertain with regard to the 
position they will take in the future, at pre- 
sent there is no lack of clearness in defining 
the thoroughly anti-Roman position of their 
movement. 

Thb Gk>8PBL IN RuBBiA. — Christian work 
performed last year in Paris is bearing fruit 
in Russia. Prince Galitzin, a young Russian 



nobleman, who was converted by a Bible 
given to him at the Exhibition, is going to 
build thirty Bible kiosks (small perambula- 
tory shops), and to equip seven Bible car- 
riages. He has engaged an Englishman, who 
was much occupied with tract distribution at 
the Paris Exhibition, to travel with some of 
these carriages in Russia, and will go willi 
him for seven months to lend prestige to the 
work. He is reported as saying when mak- 
ing the arrangements, ''Since Christ laid 
down His precious life for me, I will give my 
whole life and time and fortune to His 



service. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



The monthly meeting of Council held on 
Thursday, June 12, was very largely at- 
tended, it having been announced that M. 
Charles Sarasin, President of the Basle Com- 
mittee, and the Rev. Dr. Schaff, of New 
York, Honorary Secretary of the United 
States Branch, would be present. 

In the absence of the President of the 
Alliance, the chair was taken by the Right 
Hon. Lord Ebury (one of the Vice-Presidents), 
and subsequently by Donald Matbeson, Esq. 

After reading of the Scriptures, prayer was 
offered by the Rev. John Qritton. 

The Chairman then, in the name of the 
Council, gave a very cordial welcome to the 
distinguished visitors present. 

M. Sarasia spoke briefly in acknowledg- 
ment of the kind reception given him by the 
Council, and expressed the earnest hope enter- 
tained by the Committee in Basle that the 
approaching Conference might prove a great 
success. They were anxious, above all, that 
it might be conducive to the spiritual welfare 
of the Church of Christ in Switzerland. He 
adverted to th<) painful state of things exist- 
ing in some parts of Switzerland, in conse- 
quence of the ecclesiastical power which 
universal suffrage lodged in the hands of men 
utterly unqualified to exercise influence ; 
thus leading to the subversion of New 
Testament truth and order in the Church of 
Christ. His earnest prayer was that the vidt 
of the Evangelical Alliance to Basle might 
greatly promote the revival of the work of 
God in his country. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaff next responded to the 
Chairman's address of welcome, expressing the 
pleasure which it gave him once more to 
meet the Council of the Alliance in London, 



and the high expectation with which he 
looked forward to the General Conference in 
Basle. He trusted that it would be a 
renewal of the hallowed and Pentecostal 
memories of New York, which were still 
warmly cherished by the brethren in America. 
A numerous delegation from the United States 
would be present in Basle, and he did not 
doubt that they would all realize the power 
and presence of the Holy Ghost. 

NEW HBMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 

The Rev. Claude Bosanquet, Folkestone. 
The Rev. J. Arthur Buxton, London. 
The Rev. A. Styleman Herring, K.A., 

London. 
The Rev. Allen T. Edwards, m.a., London. 
The Rev. H. Grattan Guinness and Mrs. 

Guinness, London. 
Sir William Muir, k.c.s.1., London. 
The Rev. George Eider, Mrs. Elder, and 

Miss Elder, Greenwich. 
Miss Logan, South Kensington. 
The Rev. D. Keith, Blackheath. 
Henry Morris, Esq., Blackheath. 
C. D. Fox, Esq., Blackheath. 
Mrs. Mary Fox, Blackheath. 
H. Hill, Esq., Blackheath. 
Mrs. L. M. Cochrane, Blackheath. 
Miss J. A. Cochrane, Blackheath. 
Miss S. H. Cochrane, Blackheath. 
The Rev. Martyn Hart, Blackheath. 
Mrs. A. Walker, Blackheath. 
The Rev. J. W. Marshall, Blackheath. 
Miss Louisa Wrighton, Blackheath. 
Miss Fanny Wrighton, Blackheath. 
Mrs. Marten, Blackheath. 
Major Evered Poole, Blackheath. 
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Kn Jane Elder, BDackBeatlt 
Gaioiiel HaUidaj, Lee. 
Phmen Jacomb Hood, Esq., Lee. 
Mr. Henij R W. Jacomb Hood^ Lee. 

▲U8IBIA. 

Tke mlijieel of the preaent nUgioua 
in Austria wa* fiien oonndeied. 



BA8XJB OOinfBKlNCV. 

The Secretaziea reported further arrange- 
ments for the Baale Conference. The named 
of aeveral additional English apeakers had 
been included iir the programme, and it had 
been agreed with the Rev. Dr. Schaif, acting 
on behalf of the Uniled States Branch, to 
hold several Anglo-American sectional meet- 
ings, when important subjects, including that 
of religions liberty, would be considered. 
The Special Fund now reached nearly £500. 
A communication had been received from the 
Committee of the German Branch, stating that 
the German Chancellor, Prince Bismarck, 
had kindly given permission for Alliance 
friends to travel free of charge on the return 
journey over the railway lines of Alsace- 
Lorraine, provided they left Baale not later 
than September 8. 

WBEK OF PBATSB, 1880. 

A communication was read from Pastor 
Baumann, Secretary of the German Branch, 
enclosing a programme of subjects for the 
Week of Prayer of 1880, prepared by the 
Committee in Berlin, and which they sug- 
gested should be adopted by this Council. 

WEST QEBMAN BRANCH. 

A letter was read Irom Pastor Eidmann, 
of Elberfeld, giving intereating particulars 
of the meetings held in connection with the 
formation of the West German Branch. 

HESaS-DABMSTADT. 

A letter was read from the Rev. Dr. 
Blackwood, enclosing copy of memorial for- 
warded to him by the pastors in Hesse- 
Darmstadt, as follows : — 
To the British Organiscttion of the Ewingelical 

Alliance, 

Gentlemen, and beloved Brethren in Christ, 
— ^We. the undersigned pastors of the Free 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Grand- 
Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt, are desirous of 
expressing to you our most heartfelt thanks, 
inasmuch as the measure of liberty now ob- 
tained for our Church owes not a little to 
your most helpful brotherly love. 

For, in the latter persecutions which it 
has pleased the Lord God to lay upon us and 
onr congregations in these conflicts and suffer- 



ings endured for tlie liberty of the Chnzdi 
of Christ and for tike sake of the conseienoe 
bound by the Word of God, we have nowkne 
in onr own eotatry met widi such tme kjib,' 
pathy and active snpport as has been shown 
to UB by the Btitiish Organhation of tihe 
Evangdical Alliance. 

The Council of this most venerable Cfaristiaft 
society received with a truly brotherly interest 
the account of onr tronbles, as transmitted to 
them by our friend. Miss Sutter ; and the 
Honorary Secretary, the Bev. Dr. Blackwood, 
having obtained a clear knowledge o( and 
insight into, onr ai&tirs, by means of a csrefoi 
study of our laws and of the legal procedures 
in question, we cannot but recognize the fact 
that the opinion of the Evangelical Alliance, 
as expressed by various statements published 
under its authority by means of the English 
press, and, more so, that the active steps in 
onr behalf taken in the name of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance by the Hon. Secretary, the 
Rev. Dr. Blackwood, terminating in a per- 
sonal appeal at Darmstadt, were of sndi 
marked influence with our authorities, that 
not only did persecutions at once proceed 
more leisurely, but also that a law which had 
been in long preparation was eventually 
carried out, enabling us, with our congrega- 
tions, to secede from the Established Church. 
Such secession having now taken place, we 
shall remain free of persecution. 

In all these past years of trouble and 
suffering we have looked to God alone, wait- 
ing for His help, and praying for it without 
ceasing. It has pleased Him to raise up the 
brotherly love and active sympathy of English 
brethren in Christ, and to make them the 
instruments of His working out the liberty 
of our Church from the earthly oppression 
which held it bound. 

We indeed return praise to Him, and Him 
alone, but not the less true are our thanks 
for the brotherly ministration of the British 
Organization of the Evangelical Alliance ; 
and with hearts of gratitude, we feel con- 
strained to incorporate such thanks in the 
words herewith addressed to yon, for it is the 
opinion of all acquainted with our history 
that, humanly speaking, it was your in- 
fluence that brought our persecution to its 
present end. 

May the Lord Gk>d bless yon now and 
always for this proof of the love in Christy 
having done it unto Him (according to 
Matt. XXV. 34—40)! May He with His 
Spirit be ever present with His Church 
throughout the earth ! May He guide and 
strengthen and save it from all its enemies ! 
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May He preserve the tmity of tHe Spirit in 
tlie bond of peace ! 

(Signed) Emil Eraus, Latheian Pastor 

in Bothenbeig. 

CaBL EEBDnrAND BiNOBKANy 

Lutheran Pastor in Hoch- 

Btadt, N. 
Richard Luoiub, Pastor. 
Qboboe Antbjes, Lutheran 

Pastor. 

D£PUTATI0:7 TO IRELAND. 

A letter was read from the Hon. and Bev. 
Eb V. Bligh, reporting his recent visit. to 
Lreland by request of this Council and of the 
Irish Council, and stating the pleasure it had 
given him to meet their wishes. He had 
devoted a fortnight to meetings hold in 
Dublin, Wexford, New Ross, Tramore, Water- 
ford, Limerick, and Cork. The meetings 
were satisfactory in every instance, and much 
interest was evinced by those of the bishops 
and clergy of the Irish Church whom Mr. 
Bligh met, as well as by others. 

The Secretaries were instructed to convey 
to the Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh the best 
thanks of the Council for the valuable ser- 
vice he has thus rendered to the Alliance. 

FBOYINGXAL VISITATION. 

Colonel Field reported his recent visit to 
Edinburgh on the 23id ult., and the cordial 
reception he met with. A public breakfast 
took place in the Rooms of the Young Men's 



Christian Auociation, at which Lord Polwarth 
presided, and about 150 ladies and geutlemen 
were present. Addresses were given by the 
Chairman, Sheriff Campbell, Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Thomson, the Secretary (Colonol Field), and 
other friends. Much warm interest was ex- 
pressed in the work of the Alliance, and in 
the anticipated General Conference at Basle 
at the end of August. Also reported that a. 
drawing-room meetiog had been held at the 
house of H. Morris, Esq., St. John^s Park,. 
Blackheath, when many new members joined 
the Alliance. 

LEGACIES. 

Recent legacies to the funds of the Alliance 
were reported as follows : From the late Mr. 
Peter Cornish, of Guernsey, £25 ; from the 
late Mrs. Ellen Wallace, of Cheltenham, £50. 

OBITOARY. 

The Secretaries were instructed to express 
the sympathy of this Council with the be- 
reaved family of Mr. George Hadfield, re- 
cently deceased, who had long been a warm 
friend of the AlliaQce. 

CONVERSAZIONE. 

The Secretaries presented report of the 
Conversazione held on the 20th ulU at the 
Regent's Park College. It was resolved : 
''That the best thanks of this Council be 
given to the Rev. Dr. Angus for his kind- 
ness in granting the use of the College rooma 
for the meeting." 



THE BASLE CONFERENCE. 



The programme, which has been consider, 
ably supplemented, now stands as follows : — 

Sunday, Auffust Zlst. — 7 F.M., Reception of 
Members and Fraternal Salutations in the 
Great Hall of the Vereinshaus. 

Monday y September Ist. — 8.30 A.M., Open- 
ing of the Conference by the President, 
M. Charles Sarasin, ex-Councillor of State. 
Reports on the Religious State of Protest- 
antism in various Countries : 1. Switzerland, 
Dr. Gilder, of Berne ; 2. Germany, Dr. 
Cremer, Greifawald ; 3. France, M. Babut, 
of Nimes ; 4. Great Britain, Hon. and Rev. 
Edward Y. Bligh. 3 p.m.. Continuation of 
Reports : 5. Holland, Dr. Van Oosterzee, 
Utrecht ; 0. America^ Dr. Schafl^ New York ; 
7, Austria, Dr. Yon Tardy, Yienna ; 8. 
Scandinavia, Dr. Yon Scheele, Upsala ; 9. 
Russia, M. Ed. Yon Busch, of St. Peters- 
burg. 7 P.H., Sermons will be preached, in 
German, in St. Martin's Church ; in French, 
in St. Leonard's Church ; in English, in ike 
French Church, by the Rev. Donald Fraser,D.D. 

Tuesday, September 2nd, — 9 A.U., in St. 



Martin's Church, ''The Immutability of the 
Gospel of the Apostles :" Prof. C. Yon Orrelli^ 
Basle ; Dr. Godet, Neuch4tel. 3 p.m., Great 
Hall of the Yereinshans, '^ Evangelization in 
France and in Belgium :" M. Lelidvre, of 
Ntines ; Rev. R. S. Ashton, b.a., London. 
'* Evangelization in Italy :" Prof. Emil» 
Comba, of Florence. At the same hour, in 
the Lower Hall of the Yereinshaus*, " Prepara- 
tion for the Ministry of the Gospel :" Prof. 
Eiibel, of Ellwangen (Wurtemberg); Prof» 
Porret, of Lausanne. 7 p.m., in the Great 
Hall of the Yereinshans, Addresses by various 
speakerp. '' The Connection between Basle 
and Early English Protestants :'' Rev. John 
Stoughton, D.D. 

Wcdneedatf, September Zrd, — 9 A.M., in St» 
Martin's Church, '* Christian Education and 
the Modern State;" M. Zilles^en, of Orsoy 
(Rhenish Prussia) ; M. Yon Lerber, Berne.. 
2 P.M., in the Great Hall of the Yereinshans, , 
" Evangelization in Spain and Portugal:** M. 
Fliedner, of liladrid. At the same hour, in 
the Lower Hall of the Yereinshans, ''Th» 
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Training of Christian Teachers : " M. Bachofner, 
of Zurich. 4 p.m., EzcarBion into the 
oonntry, hy invitation of a friend at Riehen. 

Thursday, September 4th. — 9 A.M., St. 
Martin's Church, '* Christianity and Modem 
Society : ** Prof. Wach, of Leipsic. " Our Duty 
to the Industrial Classes of To-day : " M. Stein- 
heil, Manufacturer, Alsace. 3 p.m., Qreat 
Hall of the Vercinshaus, " Efforts in View of 
the Religious Awakening in the East : " Dr. 
Fahri, of Barmen. Same hour, in the 
Lower Hall of the Vereinshaus, " The Chris- 
tian and Antichristian Influence of the 
Press on the Nation : ** M. Joneli, Basle ; Dr. 
E. de Pressense, of Paris ; Rev. L. B. "White, 
M.A., London. 7 p.m.. Sermons : Gkrman, 
in St. Martin's Church ; French, in St. 
Leonard's -, English, in the French Church, 
by the Rev. Canon Battersby, m.a. 

Friday, September 6th. — 9 A.M., St Martin's 
Church, ^* Missions to the Jews :" M. de le Roi, 
Breelau. 10 A.M., same place, ** Present State 
of Missions to the Heathen :" Prof. Christlieb, 
Bonn ; Rev. W. Arthur, Loudon ; M. Barde, 
Geneva. " Results of Missionary Labour in 
India and Africa :" Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, 
LUD., Edinburgh. 3 p.m., Great Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, ''Three Questions relating to 
Missions to the Heathen : 1. The Rivalry of 
Various Missionary Operations ; 2, The Ap- 
plication of the Alphabet of Lepsius to the 
Chinese ; 3. Marriage of Hindu Children : " 
Pastor Schott and Inspector Josenhans, of 
Basle. Same hour, in the Lower Hall of 
the Vereinshaus, "Missionaiy Experiences 
among the Jews :" Dr. Heman, Basle. 6.30 
F.M., in the Cathedral, Concert of Sacred 
Music 8 P.M., Great Hall, Vereinshaus, 
Addresses by various speakers. 

Saturday, September Qth. — 9 a.m., St 
Martin's Church, ''What saith the Apostolic 
Injunction to the Members of the Evangelical 
Alliance ? ' Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace ' (Eph. iv. 
3)." Dr. H. Plitt, of Gnadenfeld (Prussia) ; 
M. Rog. Hollard, of Paris: Rev. J. F. 
Hurst, D.D., United States. 7 pjl, the 
Cathedral, Service preparatory to the Lord's 
Supper. 

Sunday, September 1th. — 9 A.M., the Cathe- 
dral, Service and Lord's Supper ; Sermon by 
Dr. Stockmeyer, of Basle. 7 p.m., Great Hall 
of the Vereinshaus, Farewell Service of 
the Conference. 

A daily Prayer-meeting will be held dur- 
ing the whole week in the Great Hall of the 
Vereinshaus, at 7.30 A.M. ; and an English 
Prayer-meeting at the same hour, in the 
Lower Hall. 



^Arrangements have been made for special 
meetings in the English language,as follows : — 

An^lo-Am^erican Sectioru.- — ^Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 2, 9 A.M., ''Christian Union as an. 
Evidence of the Truth of Christianity : " Ad- 
dresses by the Rev. Prebendary Anderson 
and Rev. W. P. Pope, d.d. Open Confm«nee. 
" The Present State of Religious Liberty : " 
Addresses by Rev. J. H. Rigg, d.d., and Bev. 
Eustace R. Conder, m.a. Open Conference. — 
Wednesday, September 3, 2 p.m., *' Sunday- 
schools : " Addresses by Rev. Dr. T. D. Ander- 
son, New York ; and Sir Charles Reed, ll.d., 
London. Open Conference. — Thursday, Sep- 
tember 4, 3 P.M., "Socialism :" Address by 
Rev. Dr. Washburn, New York. Open Con- 
ference. — Friday, September 5, 3 p.m., Resume 
of some of the Addresses given in the 
General Conference. 

Thus it will be seen that while the pro- 
ceedings of the Cteneral Conference will be 
chiefly conducted in the German and French 
languages, there will be, each day, meetings 
in the English language, at which many other 
well-known British and American friends 
than those named will take part. 

Some forty of the leading members of the 
United States Branch of the Alliance have 
been delegated to attend the Conference, and 
a large number of British members have 
already signified their intention to be pieeent. 

The Council have the pleasure to announce 
that the German Chancellor, Prince Bismarck, 
has kindly given permission for Alliance friends 
to travel free of charge on the return journey 
over the^railway lines of Alsace-Lorraine. For 
those who may be able to avail themselves of 
this concession, the reduced rates quoted 
below will be still further lessened. 

Travelling Arrangements. — The Great 
Eastern Railway Company have kindly 
consented to issue return tickets at a 
single fare (so far as their line is con- 
cerned), to persons attending the Confer- 
ence, upon presentation of a card from the 
Secretaries. Return tickets from London 
to Basle : First class, £5 14s. 8d. ; second 
class, £4 Os. 3d. N.B. — 1. These tickets 
are available for one month. 2. Berths on 
board the steamer from Harwich to Antwerp 
will be reserved for members on their notify- 
ing to the Continental Department of the 
Great Eastern Railway the date when they 
intend to cross. 3. Passengers by second 
class can avail themselves of the saloon of 
the steamer on payment of 6a. for the idngle 
journey, or 98. return. 4. The route by 
which these tickets are available is by way 
of Harwich, Antwerp, Brussels, and ' Met«. 
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The journey may be broken at any of these 
places, and at Kamnr, Jemelle, Arlon, 
Lnxembourg, and Strasburg. 5. The route 
indicated above is the cheapest, but the 
Qreat Eastern Company also book to Basle 
by several other routes, giving to Alliance 
friends the full reduction of fares. Thus — 
return tickets to Basle, vid Rotterdam, 
Cologne, and Heidelberg, are issued at 
£7 8s. 2d. first class, and £5 7s. 3d. second 
class. Single tickets only are issued vid 
Antwerp, Cologne, and Heidelberg, first 
class £4 198. 9d., second class £3 9s. lOd. 
6. Those who may wish to extend their trip 
beyond one month are recommended to book 
to Antwerp only. Return tickets are avail- 
able for two months, and the Great Eastern 
Company will allow the full reduction — viz., 
double journey at single fare. First class, 
£l 6s. ; second class, 15s. 



In regard to hotel accommodation, arrange- 



ments have been made by which a number of 
Alliance friends will be provided for, in one 
of the good hotels, at a pention price of five 
and a-half francs per day (including bedroom, 
breakfast, dinner, supper, wine, and service). 

It is very desirable that all who may wish 
to attend the Conference should immediately 
communicate with the Secretaries of the 
Alliance. ■ 

Special Fund, — The Special Fund now 
amounts to about £500, but a sum of £200 
is still required to enable the British Com- 
mittee efficiently to carry out their part of 
this great undertaking. 

Contributions by cheque or Post-office 
order, or in any other form, may be forwarded 
either to the Treasurers, or to one of the 
Secretaries, at No. 7, Adam Street, Strand, 
London, w.c. ; or may be paid into the 
Bank of Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, and Co., 54, 
Lombard Street, London, e.g., to the account 
of the Evangelical Alliance. 



IRISH BRANCH. 



The monthly meeting of Council was held 
at the Office, 54, Upper Sackville Street, 
Dublin, on Thursday, June 12 ; John R. 
Fowler, Esq., in the c^air. 

Prayer having been offered, the following 
persons were unanimously admitted to mem- 
bership : Colonel the Hon. B. M. Ward, 
Armagh ; Rev. William Moore, Dublin ; Rev. 
J. C. Ferris, Newry ; W. L. L'Estrange 
Walsh, E»jq., Dublin ; Rev. T. White 
Manning, Samuel Johnston, Esq., J.P., 
Howard Roe, Esq., John Daly, Esq., and Miss 
Allen, Wexford ; Rev. R C. H. Hallowes and 
Mrs. Hallowes, Tramore ; Rev. J. Hickson, 
Bev. J. Wilson, Edwin Qrubb, Esq., and Mrs. 
Murphy, Clonmel ; David Ross, Esq., j.f., 
Samuel Ruddell, and Thomas Downey, Dun- 
garvan ; William Merrick, Tougbal ; J. 
Merrick, Esq., F. H. Thomas, Esq., and Mrs. 
Finney, Cork ; Rev. J. D. Lamoot, J. W. 
Levis, Esq., Richard Waugh, Esq., John 
Coppithome, Esq., and Mrs. Coppithome, 
Skibbereen ; Qeorge Johnston, Esq., Mrs. 
Johnston, Joseph M'Uree, Esq., Robert 
M^Cowan, Esq., Richard Latchford, Esq., and 
Thomas Hodgins, Eeq., Tralee. 

The Secretary reported that the Hon. and 
Rev. E. y. Bligh had visited this country as 
a deputation from the English Branch. A 
public meeting had been held in the Chris- 
tian Union Buildings, Dublin, on Friday, 
May 9, at which there was a large attendance. 
Addresses were delivered by Mr. Bli^h, and 
several other clergymen of different denomi- 
nations, upon the work of the Alliance and 



the importance of Christian union. Along 
with Mr. Bligh, he had subsequently visited 
some of the most important towns in the 
south of Ireland. Large meetings were held 
in Wexford, New Ross, Tramore, Waterford 
Clonmel, Limerick, Cork, Youghal, Dungar- 
van, Clonakilty, Skibbereen, and Tralee. 
The interest shown in the work of the 
Alliance, and the spirit of unity which was 
manifested in the places visited, were very 
gratifying to the deputation. The thanks of 
the Council were unanimously and cordially 
returned to Mr. Bligh for his kindness in 
visiting Ireland, and the assistance he had 
given in advocating the claims of the Alliance. 

In connection with the scheme for promot- 
ing the study of the Christian Evidences and 
Protestant Theology, it was agreed to carry 
on the work of the Christian Evidence De- 
partment in connection with the Christian 
Evidence Society in London. 

Arrangements were also made for holding 
special services in connection with the local 
branches. 

The following resolution of the Executive 
Committee was then unanimously passed : 
''That in view of the remarkable facilities 
now offered on the Continent, especially in 
France, Spain, and Italy, for the preaching of 
the Gospel and the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, as reported in Evangelical CkriBt- 
endom and elsewhere, the Council in London 
be requested to bring the subject before the 
General Conference of Christians, to meet 
this year in Basle, in the hope that means 
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maj he devised for enabling the Christian 
Churches of the United Kingdom to render 
more effeclnal aid to their brethren in pro- 



moting the work of the Goepel 
countries" - 

The meeting was condaded 



WEST GERMAN BRANCH. 



The foUowiDg account, dated May 21, 
from Pastor Erdmann, of Elberfeld, describ- 
ing the meetings which led to the formation 
of a West German Branch of the Evangelical 
Alliance, will be read with much interest. 
He writes that the western part of Prussia, 
particularlj Hhenish Prussia, with its Melanc- 
thonic type of Church and manifold free 
organizations of religious life, seems to form 
a somewhat prepared ground for the work of 
the Evangelical Alliance ; but in the eastern 
part of Germany, where Dissent is present, 
the work of the Alliance has been more 
in trying to bring about a closer connec- 
tion between the Lutheran and Reformed 
Churches. 

In Elberfeld some pastors and members 
of the Established Churches, with several 
ministers and members of the small Inde- 
pendent congi^gation, have, during the past 
twenty years, been in the habit of meeting 
together at a monthly Bible reading ; they 
also, and about a hundred other members of 
the diflferent congregations, take part in the 
monthly Alliance prayer-meeting, which is 
held on the first Fridav of each month. 

In the old town of Wesel, on the Rhine 
(where, at the Reformation, persecuted mem- 
bers of the Reformed Churches found a safe 
refuge), a two days' conference was held, at 
which members of the Independent body, and 
also of the Established Churches, and other 
brethren, attended. It was pretty success- 
ful, and a spirit of love and forbearance 
prevailed; and as it was considered de- 
sirable to have r^;ular yearly or half-yearly 
meetings for united prayer and coLference, 
it was decided to convene them. Pro- 
fessor Dr. Christlieb, of Bonn, Pastor Rinck, 
of Elberfeld, and other influential friends, 
formed themselves into a committee, and 
commenced the meetingf>. The Free Evan- 
gelical Association, under the presidency of 
Professor Christlieb, with a committee of 
seven members from the Established and 
Independent churches, was formed ; difficul- 
ties were removed, and it was understood 
that all would seek to carry out the principles 
of the Evangelical Alliance, by exercising 
mutual forbearance and promoting brotherly 
love. 

The conferences will be for those to whom 
the kingdom of heaven is dearer than their 



own churches; and the Western Provinoea of 
Prussia, and particularly Rhenish 'Pmamm^ 
will have in this respect a prototypic da^ ; 
and, with God's blessing upon the work mod 
meetings, it is hoped that throughout PruMia 
— and perhaps Germany also — much party 
strife between Churchmen and Dissentere will 
be avoided. 

In October, 1877, for two days, very well 
attended meetings were held in one of tlie 
largest assembly halls in Cologne ; and aioiilar 
very successful meetings took place last year, 
in the week after Whitsuntide, at Siegen, in 
Westphalia. More than a thousand people 
from the Western Provinces of Prussia were 
present. Much hospitality and brotherly 
love was shown, and the addresses had an 
elevating tone. This year, on Thursday and 
Friday after Whitsuntide, the meetings of 
the Free Evangelical Association will take 
place at Dusseldorf. 

In close connection with this AasociatioD, 
but independent from it, stands the Branch 
of the Evangelical Alliance for Western 
Germany, which was originated this year at 
Deutz, on April 3, by the Committee of the 
Free Evangelical Association. 

The need for this branch was felt by Pro- 
fessor Christlieb, who wished to have Menda 
by his side who, on occasions like that of the 
persecuted pastors in Hesse-Darmstadt, might 
assist him and the London Council of the 
Alliance in furthering the interests of re- 
ligious liberty, and who would also promote 
the bond of union between Christiana of 
different lands and of different churches. 
All the members who were invited to the 
preparatory conference accepted the rules and 
basis of the Evangelical Alliance, and special 
attention was directed to the paragraph which 
states that the members of the Alliance re- 
cognii&e it as their duty, in accordance with 
Rom. XV. 20, not to try to win over from 
other denominations awakened or believ- 
ing people. Professor Christlieb was elected 
President^ and the other members of the 
committee are : Inspector de Fabri, Barmen ; 
Pastor Rinck, Elberfeld ; Pastor Miiller, Bai^ 
men ; Herr W. Dorr, Bonn (Treasurer) ; Pre- 
diger Neviendt^ of the Independent Congrega- 
tion, Elberfeld ; Prediger Haiser, Inspector of 
the Brethren's Association ; and Dr. Erd- 
mann (Secretary). 



him.] 



AUGUST, 1879. 
THE MONTH. 

AcooRDiNO to the latest intelligence from South Africa, a decisive battle, resulting 
in the victory of our troops under Lord Chelmsford, with great loss to the Zulus, 
has at length been fought. It may be hoped that this action will terminate the war, 
especially as peace negotiations have already been renewed. There are those who 
think that the non-acceptance of Cetewayo's previous overtures arose from the deter- 
mination of the authorities not to conclude peace until the Zulus had been taught, 
at whatever sacrifice, our actual superiority in war. We shall be glad to learn that 
this belief is without foundation in the facts. Meanwhile we rejoice in the anticipa- 
tion of an early conclusion of the contest. From the despatches it would seem that 
the conflict of arms took place in the very heart of Zululand, in the neighbourhood 
of the military kraals. The action was commenced on the 3rd of July, and renewed 
upon the 4th ; the Zulus, by a feigned retreat, having enticed our forces into the 
centre of an ambush, and then moved to cut off their retreat. The British troops were 
formed into a square, against all four sides of which the Zulus hurled themselves 
with daring again and agaii^, but were in the end effectually broken and dispersed, 
Getewayo succeeding in making his escape. Sir Garnet Wolseley had not reached 
the actual scene of conflict, but so far as he had gone he appears everywhere to have 
been enthusiastically received, and to have inspired renewed confidence both amongst 
the military and the civil population. The loss of the Zulus in the battle is esti- 
mated at 1,000, and that of the BritiBh army at ten officers and fifty men. 



During the past month the Irish obstructives in Parliament have not only 
shown their hand, but, in a more than ordinary way, have exercised their power ; 
their tactics on one occasion having not only caused greater turmoil than ever before 
in the House of Commons, but compelled that House to prolong its Saturday mid- 
day sitting into the early hotirs of the Sunday. This is a feat of which, perhaps, the 
Irish members may be proud ; but which, we believe, is regarded by the British public 
with unmixed disapproval. On one point, however, the Irish representatives, by 
concentrating and compelling the attention of the House to the details of the Army 
Discipline and Regulation Bill, have rendered service in Committee ; and materially 
improved a measure which, under pressure, had been hastily brought in. On the 
question which they so irregularly raised of confidence or no confidence in the 
Speaker^ they have brought upon themselves an overwhelming and ignominious 
defeat. However " unprecedented ** may have been the Speaker's action in having, 
on his own responsibility, special notes taken of special acts and speecheti in the 
House, it was clearly neither a breach of privilege nor a menace to the freedom of 
debate; and Mr. Parnell, by withdrawing on the second night of the debate the 
imputation that it was, deprived himself and followers of all pretext for the proposal 
of a vote of censure; as the House conclusively affirmed by the enormous majority, 
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composed of men of all parties, who agreed in declaring that Mr. Speaker 
entitled to the support and confidence of a House which has ever been, and ever will 
be, jealous of its freedom. 

The action of the Cabinet in the matter of the Irish University Bill has taken 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy by surprise. By the course they have adopted, in 
introducing a new measure, Ministers have stolen a march on the CConor Don and 
his adherents. The principle of the endowment of Romish coU^;es finds no place 
in the scheme suggested by the Government. Their plan is to assimilate the 
University education of Ireland to that of England — ^to establish, in fect^ a new- 
Board of Examiners, with power to confer degrees on the stndents of colleges, of 
whatever faith, for their secular attainments only, as is now done by the University 
of London. This all Protestant^ would doubtless regard as a vast improvement 
on the scheme of the O'Conor Don. Obviously, however, it cannot satisfy the 
priests ; and hence some regard it as, on the part of the Government, a merely 
temporary measure. Should it pass, the defeat of the Romish hierarchy in Ireland 
will be almost simultaneous with that of their brethren in France, in spite of whose 
protests the Education Bill of M. Jules Ferry has just been carried in the French 
Chamber by a decisive and triumphant majority. 

The almost incessant and prolonged continuance of heavy rains begins to excite, 
throughout the country, the gravest apprehensions. Never within living memory 
has the downfall in any period of equal length approximated to that of the last 
nine months ; within which there has not been a single week nnmarked by rain, and 
throughout most of which the rains have been excessive, and attended both with 
gales and storms. Most of the hay harvest must now, we infer, be given uj; and it 
is but a fortnight to the time when, according to the general experience, the harvest 
of the precious grain should be well in hand j yet this year not only has the com 
been drenched, but there have been no intervals of sunshine to cause it even to begin 
to ripen. We are, however, glad to find that amidst the gloom, physical and moral, 
by which our skies are thus clouded and our prospects dimmed, Christian men, 
realizing that this visitation has not befallen us by chance, begin to ask why sudi 
evils have come upon the land ; whether this may not be a chastisement for national 
sins, and a call to repentance and humiliation before the Most High. The feeling 
that thus it may be has already found practical expression. By the authority of the 
Frimate and the Bishops, at the suggestion of Convocation, prayers for fair weather 
are being presented in our churches; and independent action has been taken by 
Evangelical Christians of various bodies for united supplications at the Throne of 
Grace, not only that the rains may cease, but that sins may be forsaken, — not merely 
that the fruits of the earth may be ingathered, but that, in the heart and life of oar 
nation, fruits of righteousness may be produced. 

Convocation, which since its revival has been mainly what is naively styled an 
" eoeleeiastical discussion '' society, has this summer shown a tendency to asBame 
funotions of a more practical and authoritative kind. The assemblies of the Buathem 
Province at Westminster have, ai'ter prolonged and detailed debate, actoally agreed 
' to a revision of the rubrics, to be laid before the Queen in Council for approval It 
will astoniah many readers to find that a body so heterogeneous as C<mvocation 
should agree on any revision of the rubrics whatsoever ; it will surprise none to 
leam that the revision on which they have agreed is not such as to satisfy or 
command the confidence of any party in the Chnroh. It most be said for Convooa- 
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iion that in ontering on this work they only obeyed certain lloyal Letters issued 
seven years ago, declaring that they should consider the final report of the Royal 
Commission upon Rubrics. In obeying those letters, however, they have not only 
suggested certain alterations, but devised a plan whereby those and any future 
changes may obtain the force and authority of law without any inconvenient or 
dangerous parliamentary check. They have prepared the draft of a Bill to be laid 
before Parliament, whereby that body is invited to abdicate its functions in Church 
matters by consenting, once for all, that any schemes for the alteration of rubrics, 
or for additional services, if agreed to by Convocation and approved by Her Majesty 
in Council, shall have legal authority, provided that, having previously been laid 
on the table of each House of Parliament, neither House shall, within forty days, 
have presented an address to the Queen, asking that the approval be withheld. 
This is to remove matters which may be of the highest importance to the Church 
and nation from the arena of parliamentary debate. It is designed to ignore lay 
authority, to reduce Parliament to the alternative of simply registering, or refusing 
to register, the decrees of Convocation, to deprive it of initiative power, and to 
withdraw the government of the Church from the control of the people's repre- 
sentatives. It amounts almost to that one-sided separation between Church and 
State which is the Ritualistic beau ideal of the Church's independence. Parliament 
will never thus vote its own authority away. Convocation may have been ordered 
to revise the rubrics, but not to devise means for enforcing that revision in inde- 
pendence of the House of Commons. 

Compared with the scheme above described for making Convocation the actual 
legislative body for the Church, the alterations suggested by that body in the rubrics, 
however important, dwindle into insignificance. They comprise three chief items : 
(1) a declaration that the Athanasian Creed makes no addition to the faith con- 
tained in Scripture — that its '^ damnatory clauses" are warnings only, and pronounce 
no judgment on particular persons, God alone being Judge of all; (2) an alteration 
of the rubric for the Burial Service, mainly verbal, and an addition authorizing 
clergymen to use certain prayers and portions of Scripture at the interment of 
persons over whom the usual service may not legally be read ; (3) an addition to the 
Ornaments Rubric, providing that no vestments but the surplice, scarf, hood, and 
gown shall be worn by any priests or deacons in their ministrations corUrai^y to the 
tnonUion of the bishop of the diocese ! We apprehend that the declaration respecting 
the Creed is not likely to remove doubts or scruples in its use, that the permission 
granted to clergymen at funerals to have a service for the unbaptized will not meet 
the views of the advocates of Mr. Osborne Morgan's Bill, and that the discretion 
virtually granted to bishops in relation to the vestments of their clergy will leave 
that question precisely where it stands. The Bishop of Peterborough has published 
a letter protesting against the declaration respecting the Athanasian Creed, which 
is marked by the writer^s usual ability, and is highly suggestive and significant. 



If the Ritualists were elated by their recent triumph in the Clewer case, they 
must now be proportionately depressed by the reversal of the judgment of the Queen's 
Bench in the equally important cause of Martin v, Mackonochie. The Court of 
Appeal, by a majority of three to two, have annulled the fiat of the Queen's Bench 
Division, prohibiting the execution of the sentence of suspension pronounced against. 
Mr. Mackonochie by Lord Penzance. The subtle and elaborate contention of Sir , 
A. Cockbum has, for the time, been superseded by what seems to us the more 
rational views of Lord Coleridge and Mr. Justice LusL An appeal, of coarse, 
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still lies to the House of Lord?, and all parties in the Church will wait with interest 
to see whether Mr. Mackonochie and his advisers will avail themselves of this last 
resort to a judicial tribunal. If they do not, the sentence of suspension, so long 
deferred, will at length be put in execution. 



In the death of Lord Lawrence the country has sustained a loss as serious as 
it Is unexpected. The announcement cpmes upon the nation with all the force of a 
surprise. Although for some time past failing considerably both in health and eye- 
sight, he still retained much mental energy and vigour ; and only eight days before his 
decease he delivered in the House of Lords a most effective speech on Indian finance. 
His last illness was of but four days' duration, and has removed him at a crisis in 
the history of our Eastern Empire when his experience and sagacity might have 
been of the greatest possible service in the administration of Indian affairs. His 
name will for ever be associated with the most critical and momentous period in 
our government of India; and if to others we ascribe the origin of our empire in 
that coimtry, it is to John Mair Lawrence that we are indebted for its continuance 
till now. He preserved to us the Punjaub, enabled us to take the Mogul capital, and 
maintained English dominion when, in hands less firm, and under a less skilful and 
far-sighted ruler, it would have been irrecoverably lost. He was, moreover, no less 
conscientious than able, no less humane than intrepid. He was, in short, an upright. 
God-fearing man, whose whole life was devoted not merely to the maintenanoe of 
our Indian Empire, but to its maintenance in justice . and in right ; a statesman 
who, notwithstanding his military genius and skill, desired not so much that the 
area of our dominions should be extended, as that the peoples subject to us should 
be everywhere the better for our lule. 



It was not surprising that, under recent circumstances, both popular and royal 
sympathy should have largely been extended to the Empress Eugenie, and that at 
the funeral of Prince Louis Napoleon the expression of that sympathy should have 
reached its culmination. It is not more surprising that the marked demonstrations 
of this feeling exhibited at Ghislehurst should have been thought by some to trench 
upon the verge of political propriety, and to manifest sympathy not only with the 
•ex- Em press in her affliction, but with the cause and party which she represents. 
Both those who desire and those who deprecate any such manifestation might, upon 
reflection, consider that all that has occurred may be accounted for on personal 
rather than on public grounds, and that the very unreserve of the sympathy shown 
may be viewed as expressive of the general conviction that the French Republic is 
now so firmly established that the Bonapartes can no longer be regarded as, in any 
dangerous sense, its rivals or its foes. The erection of a monument to the deceased 
Prince in Westminster Abbey is another question altogether. To us it seems 
difficult to assign any valid reason for such a memorial in this '' temple of concilia- 
tion ;*' and should it tend to excite dissensions or engender party feeling, it were 
undoubtedly wiser to renounce it. 

The Khedive of Egypt has at length been compelled to renounce possession of 
his throne. It has been for some time clear that he was bent on disregarding the 
counsels of his Mimstera, emancipating himself entirely from their control, and 
violating the pledges he had given to the European Powers by relinquishing 
all attem})ts at financial reform, and returning to his old oppressive and despotic 
methods of extorting money from the unhappy people subject to his rule. From 
the despatches just published we now learn the action taken by England and France, 
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and the course of events whicli has issued in the deposition of Ismail and the succes- 
sion of his son. So long since as April, the Marqub of Salisbury intimated to the 
late Khedive the opinion of the British Government that he had violated his engage- 
ments to the Western Powers, but gave him space for a locus penUentiw. The 
Khedive, in reply, expressed his respect and deference for England and France, but 
affirmed that no Europeans could be reinstated in his Cabinet. Finding himself 
thus trifled with, Lord Salisbury, in June, informed this wilful ruler that he 
would do wisely to vacate a throne he could not well or wisely fill France con- 
curring in this view, and joining with England in the needful representation to the 
Sultan, the Khedive was deposed on the 26th of June, and Tewfik Pasha named as his 
successor. Time alone can show whether the new Prince will act more discreetly 
than his father. Virtually, however, he stands pledged, at least in his financial 
administration, to carry out the views of England and France. 



^mqn IntdligencL 



FRANCE. 



[From our own Comapondent.] 

Paris, July 17, 1879. 

THE LATE FRINGE LOUIB NAPOLEON. 

The death of the son of Napoleon in. 
in such peculiar circumstances, so uselessly 
sacrificed by his own inexperience and fatal 
choice of adventure, has thrown France into 
an inexpressible conflict of feelings. Some re- 
joice as though the tragical closing of the 
second act in the great Napoleonic drama 
were the end of the play, and declare that 
henceforth the Bonapartist ''bugbear" will 
no loDger trouble France. The Imperialists, 
on the contrary, are using the tragical end of 
the " Prince Imperial " by the Zulus' assegai 
to work upon the feelings of a naturally 
heroic people ; and the caricaturists' pencil 
laid aside, no longer represents a grotesque 
little fellow being led by gendarmes across 
the French frontier ; but every possible 
mode of reprodaction of his portrait, in every 
conceivable touching form, is filling town and 
country. 

Great rejoicing is in the Republican camp, 
as for deliverance from an obstacle, at least 
for the present ; and among the people, 
genuine tears were shed, even at Belleville, 
for the hapless lot of the lad, and the grief of 
the widowed and child-bereft mother. Some, 
however, thought of the war of 1870, and 
who instigated it. 

Will the Republic know how to reap ad- 
vantage from the event? Will it find the 
just medium of energetic initiative which 
brings a people into healthy freedom, avoid- 
ing a " break-neck" policy? 



THE JESUITS AND PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

Is it not the wildest of dreams to suppose 
it possible to suppress the chameleon-like 
polypus of Jesuitism ? The men who belong 
to the famous Company adhere firmly to its 
plan of universal dominion, and work patiently, 
perseveringly, unitedly for its realization. All 
who know somewhat concerning their secret 
conspiracy are well aware that no laws can 
rid a country of them. The most that can 
be done is to lop off the more ponderous 
branches, and thus save a few citizens of the 
future from absorbing the death-giving effluvia. 
No doubt great risk is run by a seeming 
ostracism, of turning the minds of many in 
their favour, and so preserving the roots 
below the surface. Where faith is not 
shattered, and Bible truth is strongly held to,. 
Jesuitism may be resisted wiihout laws 
against it, even as the doctrine of the Lord 
Jesus prevailed against Pharisaism, aye, and 
Sadduceeism also. France is overrun with 
both ; but where is the Lord Jesus ? He is 
represented by such an imperceptible few, 
that not a single voice was raised by a 
single Protestant deputy during the discus- 
sion in the Legislature when this question 
presented itself. The law which takes the 
right of teaching from the hands of non- 
authorized ^'congregations'' or bodies of men 
in the service of Rome, is voted. The dis- 
closures of the past and present doctrines, 
and their fatal results to morals^ sent a thrill 
of horror throughout the land. Nothing in 
it all was new ; Pascal told it all two centuries 
ago : but the fact is now that the whole body 
of the Romish clergy are one with the famous 



230 



KVANOBLICAL GfHRiaiWKBOM. 



lAaSOflt 1, 181. 



Companyy and have "been nurtuxed in its 
teacliiti^t». The clericals, on their side, have 
done their best to agitate and petition. The 
Senate has yet to give its sanction to the law. 
The most libertj-loving Protestants dislike 
the law, regarding it as an infringement of the 
pnblic liberties ; others disapprove of it be- 
Ciinse they cling to the garbled Christianity 
taught by Rome, in preference to the god- 
lefipneBS of atheistic philosophy — forgetting, 
perhaps, that the one is the parent of the 
other ; others rtjoice with exuberant joy at 
seeing Home unmasked, and publicly stripped 
and scourged by Romanists. But sadness is 
the order of tke day ; many things condace 
to depression, and not the least the prolonged 
rains and cold weaher, threatening us with 
scarcity and sufifering. 

THE REFORMED CHURCH, EVANGKLIZATION, ETC. 

The Central Council of the Reformed 
Church is reconstituted by Government ; the 
members are representatives of every shade, 
fr<m the purest Evangelical Orthodox to the 
must advanced Rationalist. 

While these agitating questions are absorb- 
ing the many, the few are quietly working by 



word and pen, and noiseles!»ly telling on mine 
souls than is generally thought Dr. Somer- 
ville has been speaking through an interpreter 
to crowded meetings in all the varions stations 
for evangelization in and around Paria. Mr. 
McAll has got a footing in Bordeanz^ what 
the meetings seem as successful aa in Lyons. 
The Mimoti Interieure gives interesting de- 
tails of evangelistic tours in the provincea. 
In some places the mayors grant the nae of 
a public hall or a court of justice for the 
purpose, and attend themselves. Txacts, 
Scripture portions, and New Testaments get 
widely circulated and read, by being preeented 
to the hearers, and many give in their ad- 
herence to Protestantism ; while, still better, 
souls are brought to Christ. At Flenrens 
(Gers), the burial of a Protestant who had 
been accidentally drowned drew together above 
800 persons, all Romanists. The ma3ror 
gave a proper place for the grave, and the 
discourse of the pastor ending with the solemn 
question, " Will you be ChriHtiana 7" was 
rei«ponded to with tears and ** Yes, we will f 
from many. There are no resident Pro- 
testants in the place. 



BELGIUM. 

SYNOD OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH. 



The Synod of the Evangelical Church of 
Belgium was held last month at Jumet, near 
Cbarleroi. Charleroi is the Birmingham of 
Belgium, and is situated in the centre of a 
region which may be compared to our 
'* Black Country," only the atmosphere is 
not quite so impregnated with smoke, nor 
are the faces of the people quite so begrimed. 
When you get beyond the rim of this " black 
country^'' you find yourself among scenes of 
the rarest loveliness. The romantic beauty 
of the banks of the Meuse cannot be sur- 
passed. In this region of mines and fur- 
naces around Charleroi, the truth of the 
Gospel has found a hearty acceptance. M. 
Pastor Ponsot, of Charleroi, himself a con* 
vert from Romanism, has an overcrowded 
congregation, consisting mostly of workers 
in I he coal-pits and factories ; and young M. 
E. Anet, whose worthy father is well known 
in England, presides over a work of equal 
interest. The Belgian Church is a missionary 
chuich in the tiuest sense of the word. 

The Synod met in the Jnmet place of 
wornhip. The manse, which adjoins the 
church, kept open house, and there and in 
the schoolroom bt-hind very grateful acts of 
boppitAlity were exercised. There was a 
heariiness about the people which it was I 



pleasing to witness. All the members of tbe 
richer class pot their spare rooms at the ser- 
vice of the ministers and elders and foreign 
deputies, and those who had no accommoda- 
tion to offer showed their interest in the 
work by providing all that was necessaij for 
the festivities in the schoolroom. The 
Synod had never met at Jumet before, and 
the people seemed charmed to see the faces 
of the pastors. At the opening meeting, on 
Monday, July 14, slips of paper were handed 
round to the members, on which each wrote 
the name of a candidate for the Moderator's 
chair. These papers were gathered in a hat, 
and collated carefully by a small committee^ 
when it turned out that the majority of votes 
was in favour of Baron Prisse, of St. Nieolai, 
one of the elders. The Baron, a grave, 
gentlemanly man of sixty-five, took the chair, 
and with touching earnestness constituted the 
meeting by reading of Scripture and prayer. 
Then followed what were called ''exercises 
<i 'Edification," which occupied an hour, after 
which business commenced. I admired the 
quiet way in which the Moderator wss 
chosen, and thought it a great improvement 
on our plan ; and I admired too the good 
feeling which raised an elder to the chief 
post of honour. The Baron Prisse, who is 
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managing director of one of the great State 
Tailwaja in Belgium, and chainnan of several 
large companies, showed much capacity in 
his new office, whilst at the same time there 
was no lack of brotherly fervour. From the 
Taiioae reports submitted, the Church has 
been blessed in the Lord's work during the 
past year. The Church consists of twenty- 
two ministers, spread all over the kingdom ; 
bat their work is greatly helped by evan- 
gelists, colporteurs, Bible-readers, and other 
Christian workers. At Charleroi, for ex- 
ample, the congregation numbeie upwards of 
a thousand, counting the children. There 
are in the Sunday-school 200 young people, 
and in addition to the ordinary services, 642 
district meeting^ were held, under the super- 
intendence of the ministers and elders. Here, 
as in our own country, there exists at present 
most distressing commercial depression ; yet 
in spite of that, very few of the congregation 
have decreased their givings, whilst in some 
there has been an increase. An old elder said 
to me, " We would rather give the bread out 
of our mouths than want the GospeL'' 

On Tuesday the foreign deputies were 
heard : M. de Pressens^, the deputy from 
the French Evangelical Church, and the Rev. 
Messrs. Murray, of Croydon, and Boyd, of 
Forest Hill, from the Presbyterian Church of 
Englaad. The Continental Society was repre- 
sented by the Rev. R. S. Ashton ; the Tract 
Society by the Rev. L. B. White ; and the 



British and Foreign Bible Society by a gen- 
tleman whose name I forget. As all the 
foreign deputies addressed the Synod in 
French, the speeches had not the inconveni- 
ence of passing through an interpreter. Mr. 
Murray gave an admirable speech, and his 
graceful utterances lost nothing through being 
delivered in a foreign tongue. Dr. Boyd 
compared M. de Pressen^^ to the telegraphic 
wire, by means of which England is kept 
informed as to the progress of the Gospel on 
the Continent. The speech of M. de Pres- 
sen8^ was an oration delivered at the evening 
meeting in a large hall to a crowded audience. 
The subject was *' Liberty," and in glowing 
language the speaker maintained that liberty 
was bom when the cross was uplifted, and 
that outward freedom is a small thing till 
the soul is emancipated by the truth. To 
all who attended the Synod it was indeed a 
time of refreshing. The Moderator, in the 
name of the Synod, thanked the deputies 
from our Synod, and assured them that such 
expressions of brotherly regard were much 
appreciated. 

It would be impossible to imagine a more 
important work than that which this Belgic 
Church is doing. In the midst of a people 
wholly given over to idolatry on the one 
hand and incredulity on the other, and in 
the presence of a most degrading immorality 
and indifference, these men of God are ac- 
complishing blessed results. — We$kly Review, 



SPAIN. 

A NEW MISSION IN SALAMANCA. 



It is now some years since I had the 
bonour and pleasure of addressing your 
readers on Spanish evangelical work, but 
the kindness with which you have received 
my previous communications makes me bold 
to ask the favour of a place in your columns 
for the following appeal on behalf of the 
latest extension of evangelical missions, as 
far as I know, in the Peninsula. 
% The town and province of Salamanca 
was early visited by agents of the Bible 
fTOcieties, and in 1873 there was quite a con- 
siderable movement, partly due to the work 
of these men, partly to the general effervescence 
in men's minds at the time. It was the year 
•of the Federal Republic. Earnest requests 
for evangelists and preachers were addressed 
to us at the time by the colporteurs; but 
partly from the want of proper evangelists, 
and partly from the want of proper under- 
standing of the real necessities of the work, 
nothing was done, and it is to be feared that 



much good seed and certainly a glorious 
opportunity were then lost. Subsequent 
experience has since proved that if real benefit 
is to be reaped from colportage, the colporteur 
must be closely followed by the evangelist or 
preacher. Men's minds are roused by the 
explanations the colporteur gives, and a 
spirit of inquiry is awakened which demands 
more extended explanations and more per- 
manent effort than the colporteur in general 
can give. And if these are not given, it has 
been my sad experience that the interest diet 
away. It is the living voice of the preacher 
which must carry the awakened on to full 
conviction and decision. The colporteur 
enters, sells his books, and explains as he 
best can ; but bis work calls him on to other 
places, and for the consolidating of the work, 
it is extremely desirable that repeated visits 
should be made to any place thus awakened. 
In this way the people become accustomed to 
the new ideas 3 their difficulties are cleared up, 
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tbeir timidity and indecision are overcome, 
and in a short time a group of Evangelical 
Christians is formed, whose members, with 
an occasional visit, are able to carry on their 
meetings themselves. In short, it is. a con- 
viction that has been growing year by year 
in strength in my mind, that the work of 
the Bible societies and that of the Church 
ought to go hand in hand ; and I would 
almost go the length of saying that it is 
scarcely advisable to send a colporteur to a 
new province unless the Church is prepared to 
furnish an evangelist or missionary to follow 
in his steps, and gather up and carry on the 
work he has begun. 

What I have just said is strikingly illus- 
trated and confirmed by the past and present 
history of work in the town and province of 
Salamanca. The work done by the colpor- 
teurs in 1873 may be said to have had no 
result. They were withdrawn in 1875 to 
work in another province, and nothing or 
next to nothing was done in Salamanca till 
1877, when a new colporteur was sent to 
work there. He carried on his operations 
till the autumn of 1878 without much ap- 
parent result His sales were small, but he 
sold discriminately, and, as he is an earnest 
Christian, accompanied his books with such 
explanations and counsels as he could ; still 
it would have been difficult to say what 
fruit, if any, had been gathered. In Septem- 
ber of last year he was joined by a Bible- 
woman. Her mission was, of course, in the 
first instance to the women, to gather them 
rotmd her, and endeavour to awaken their 
interest in divine things. In this she was 
very successful, and her success was the 
inevitable cause of a complete change in the 
nature of her work ; for the report of the good 
words spoken to the women made the husbands 
and sons and brothers equally desirous of 
hearing them ; and although it was an alto- 
gether unprecedented thing, a woman's preach- 
ing, still nightly crowds assembled to hear 
the good news of a full and free salvation. 
Her head-quarters were in Salamanca; and 
here, in the intervals of her visits to the 
villages around, she carried on regular meet- 
ings, till, in the month of February last, after 
four months of work, the people made an 
application to Madrid ifor a more suitable and 
permanent mission, and offered to bear their 
share of the expense. The request was trans- 
mitted to me through the colporteur; and 
remembering former mistakes, I hurried down 
to see for myself the state of things. I found 
a large assemblage of people, perhaps a hundred, 
certainly eighty, crowded into a small room, 



and eager to listen ; indeed, the nnmbetB 
were only limited by the limited capacity of 
the room, and nightly many had to go awa;^' 
unable to find even standing room round the 
door. 

It was quite clear that the opportunity was 
not to be lost ; so I at once determined to 
seek a house and an evangelist. The former 
was found, after considerable difficulty, and 
secured for a year ; and the latter, the 
evangelist, I found in one of the teachers of 
our United Presbyterian Mission in Madrid, 
an ex priest, who had served with me for six 
years in that capacity. With a somewhat laie 
self-sacrifice, he resigned his compaiativdy 
comfortable and easy position in Madrid to 
take the charge of the new work, with all its 
difficulties and dangers ; and with still rarer 
generosity, he willingly not only renounced 
part of his salary, that a substitute might be 
provided for his school without further 
burdening the mission funds, but actoallj 
contributed of his savings £l2 towards the 
expenses of the fitting up of the chapeL 

The chapel was opened on June 12, with 
an immense audience; not only the room 
itself, which may contain about a hundred, 
but the two streets at the comer of which 
the house stands, were crowded with eager 
listeners ; and thanks to the friendly co-opeia- 
tion of the Governor and police authorities, 
the utmost order was preserved. He de- 
scribes the astonishment of many on hearing 
the first sermon, in which were declared the 
great principles of Evangelical Christianity. 
The people are systematically taught by their 
priests that Protestants are freethinkere, 
materialists, and atheists. Judge, then, of 
the surprise of his audience when St. Rodrigp 
began reciting and explaining the Apostles^ 
Creed. Equally great was their surprise at 
hearing the mother of our Lord spoken of in 
reverent and affectionate terms ; for Roman 
Catholics are generally taught that Protestanta 
occupy their sermons principally with de- 
nunciations of the Vii^in. The greatest 
surprise of all was, of course, to hear it 
declared and proved that as there is one God, 
so there is one Mediator between God and 
man — the man Christ Jesus; for Spanish 
Catholics have ten thousand intereessors and 
mediators, and Jesus is not among them alL 
The interest in the services has gone on 
steadily increasing, and St. Rodrigo writes 
frequently of interesting interviews with in- 
telligent inquirers. 

But the work in the town of Salamanca 
is only a small part of the operations of the 
new mission. In many of the surrounding 
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towns and villages there are groups of in- 
quirers ; in many of them the glad tidings of 
a full and free salvation have been proclaimed 
repeatedly, and in some of the nearer one3 
St. Rodrigo holds weekly services. But the 
work is beyond the powers of any one man, 
and two or three active evangelists would find 
their time fully occupied in visitiDg and 
preaching. In some of the villages there is 
great liberty, in others the priestly influence 
is very strong ; in one so strong that even 
after holding several meetings the other week, 
when St. Eodrigo went by appointment to 
hold a service, he was met on all hanjs by 
refusals, even to the length of denying him 
bread and water to satisfy his hunger and 
quench his thirst after a walk of nine miles 
under a burning sun. But this is only one 
dark spot in the midst of many bright ones. 
Not the least of these is the cordial support 
the evangelist has met with from the Governor 
and police authorities. 

I must be permitted before concluding to 
say a word on " ways and means." This new 
mission, while taking its beginning from the 
United Presbyterian Church Mission in Madrid, 



is only supported by that Church to the ex- 
tent of the evangelist's salary, and even that 
is not assured. The United Presbyterian 
Church has resolved in present circumstances 
not to increase its expenditure in Spain ; so 
that, being unable to refuse the urgent request 
of the poor people of Salamanca, I was, I 
confess, reluctantly obliged to assume the 
responsibility of the mission myself, and 
appeal to the generosity of friends in generaL 
A comparatively amaU sum is needed to carry 
on the operations in the present limited scale 
on which they are undertaken; feel a&d I 
sure that among the crumbs that fall from 
the table of our great and rich societies, some 
will find their way to the mission at Sala- 
manca. 

Subscriptions for this mission may be sent 
to John Slight, Esq., Treasurer of the 
Foreign Mission Board of the United Presby- 
terian Church, 6, Queen Street, Edinburgh. 
And among the many claimants for support, 
I am sure that there are none that more need 
or deserve it, and none that will give a more 
speedy return. — ^Very respectfully yours, 

John Jamsbon. 



EVANGELICAL WORK IN ANDALUSIA. 

BT THE BEV. HENRY R. DUNCAN. 



Tlie situation is pretty much as it was 
when last I wrote, excepting that poverty 
has seemed, month by month, to be laying a 
heavier hand on the people. In 

CORDOVA 

there have been deaths from starvation, as in 
Utrera and elsewhere, though not among our 
number. This pinching poverty increases 
our difficulties in the mission in some places. 
People do not like to come to services when 
all their presentable clothing is in pawn ; 
others have managed to find work away from 
our centres, and we either lose sight of them 
or seldom see them. Our little congregation 
here, however, is holding together. 

UTRERA. 

The war against our work is continued in 
many ways here, but in spite of it, and in 
some measure also through means of it, the 
work is still progressing, and in a very satis- 
factory state to all appearance; although in 
this last month, the weather having been 
favourable, the people have gone to 'field 
labour, and some at a considerable distance 
from the town. But for all that, the attend- 
ance is seldom under sixty at any one 
service, and before the people left for their 
work it was very numerous. Almost every 
day, in spite of opposition, there is some new 
acquisition to the church. This is partly 



owing to the constant visitation which Seiior 
Calamita keeps up with meetings, wherever 
he goes. And as the people have found that 
he goes wherever he is asked, they give him 
very little rest One example must suffice. 
I told of the first baptism by Senor Alonso 
in Utreni at the time. The child's father 
was then a Protestant, but the mother had 
no part with us. The first visit Senor Cala- 
mita made was to her house. She is now an 
ardent propagator of the Gospel. The other 
day, at noon, she came, tired and overcome 
with the heat, to her pastor, to ask him to 
come at six p.m. to her house, and read and 
speak before a sister of hers, who was strongly 
opposed to the Gospel, and spoke very ill of 
its adherents. She had gone to see her, and 
made some pretext to get her to visit her that 
afternoon, for the purpose of letting her see 
her error. He was happy, of course, to go. 
He found there a small gathering of women. 
When he had finished and gone, the bigoted 
sister asked if that was what they always 
did. On being told that it was, she seemed 
impressed, but said nothing. Her sister 
thinks she was pleased, at least. Some of 
the other women have attended subsequent 
public services. Calamita saye, '* It is beyond 
a doubt that there is life and spiritual move* 
ment among the members.'* Gutierrez is 
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becoming more and more a cheer and anpport 
to Calamita. In former years he was known 
as a drunkard ; now the public are noticinp; 
how different his conduct is. He contributes 
largely towards the current and extra ex- 
penses of the uussion out of his small salary ; 
the pulpit has been, in part paid for by him, 
and numbers of other things that seemed 
essential to the progress of the work in the 
ehnrch and school. On Kaster Monday 
Seiior Alonso administered the Lord's Supper 
there, and it was an occasion of great joy. 
Women partook for the first time. In all, 
thirty-eight participated, of whom tweWe 
were women. ' The available space, of course, 
was packed full of hearen. Thus Utrera is 
keeping up its old character — opposition on 
the one hand, and marked advancement on 
the other. 

LA LINKA. 

The work is going on quietly, with the 
usual turn- over in the small congregation, 
due to the shifting character of the popula- 
tion. I have no special information as to 
the meetings in San Roque and elsewhere; 
but La Linea is peculiarly exposed to evil 
influences. The riff-raff, shut out of Gibraltar 
at night, refuge here ; smull theatres, circuses, 
and shows of various kinds are constantly 
about, and dancing and gambling hold high 
festival here. This is notably the case on 
the Lord's-day, when crowds come over the 
lines from Gibraltar to revel in ungodliness^ 
and licence. Senor Hernandez feels this to 
be a terrible drawback to his work, and 
deeply laments the profligacy of the place. 
His attempt at a Sabbath-school, however, is 
&irly launched, and not without some little 
success. 

BSCORNAR. 

Here also the work is as encouraging as 
ever. The opposition having been broken in 
a great measure, the villagers come without 
fear to the night school. Seflor Alhama 
continues to visit this station, and preach 
here with acceptance. 

8BVILLA. 

The opponents of the Gospel in Sevilla 
have been preaching the decadence of the 
Protestant heresy, and foolishly predicting 
from the pulpit that the Jesuits would very 
soon have back again '* their San Francisco 
de Paulo Church " [the Spanish Evangelization 
Society's property, and Seiior Alonso's church]. 
But wherever decadence may be seen, it is 
certainly not in that church, where as much 
vigour and progress as ever are visible. 
Senor Alunst/s reply is mere energy and 
activity in the work, both in his preaching 



and in his quieter mission labours; for, as be 
says, "they will be nnable to choke tha 
seed ; with God's blessing, it will spring ap, 
and the day will come, perhaps it is not fisr 
distant, when the light will shine, and the 
Lord's field will bring forth, on all hands, 
good and abundant wheat." I have recently 
paid several visits to Seville— one on the 
occasion of the examination of Senor J'lmiine*, 
of Huelva, and another on that of his ordinsr 
tion. There were about ninety preoent on 
the former, and over 150 on the latter occa- 
sion, at the week-night service. The Sabbath 
eveiAig services are more largely ati ended. 
The schools are as full as we can venture to 
have them without assistant teachers and 
larger premises ; and the tidiness, order, and 
cleanliness, as well as the progress of both 
girls and boys, so far as my time permitted 
me to judge, were most gratifying. 

As to minor and itinerant missions, I 
must tell you of an outcome of the work 
among the Gallegos, which indicates how the 
seed blows over the country and germinates 
in distant parts. I stated in my last that we 
had news of good work being done by oar 
Gal lego friends in their native province of 
Galicia. We have now more details, a man 
from the spot having arrived in Seville, and 
told Alonso the good news. Julian, the 
chief of the room in which the Gallego 
mission was formerly carried on, returned to 
his home some time ago, and so great was 
his miroionary zeal that, I am told, at his 
own expense he opened a Rchool for boys 
there, placing at its head a Christian teacher 
from Lugo. But not satisfied with this, and 
with his own personal work with the Bible 
and a number of tracts that he had taken with 
him from Seville, he wished to introduce 
the preaching of the Word. He and Acosta, 
another of our Seville friends, have worked 
to such purpose that they have created quite 
a little revolution in the towns of Muiga- 
danes, Gondomar, and Gellufe, and the sur- 
rounding hamlets. They began by teaching 
as best they could themselves in their achooL 
As the work grew they sent to Messrs. 
Wig8t>ne and Blamire, missionaries from 
Mr. Spurgeon's College, now resident in Vigo. 
Po8J»ibly sent by these, a colporteur appeared 
in that district Our two friends and the 
narrator, now in Seville, accompanied him 
in his rounds, and were greeted with a 
Bhower of stones from a mob, headed by the 
priest, who incited his partisans to "finish 
wiih the heretics." The colporteur was 
wounded in the head, and Acoeta in the 
shoulder, but by dint of a long hard run they 
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at last found shelter in the to^ni honse. The 
Alcalde protected them, in spite of the priest, 
and sent mnnidpals with them till they got 
beyond danger. Julian and Acosta remained 
in their town, and the other two went off to 
Vigo. The Alcalde told the two who re- 
mained that be could not grant the leave 
ibey asked, to open a mission-house, unless 
the gentlemen horn Vigo should come. 
These missionaries, at the request of our 
friends, agreed to pay the desired visit, and 
came with their wives. They were received 
with stones ; and, I hear, several shots were 
fired at them, but as they were inside a 
<Soacb, they escaped intact However, their 
presence before the Alcalde, his friendliness, 



and the propaganda already made by Julian 
and Acosta, have changed the situation so 
completely, that those who formerly united 
to stone the Gospel-bearers as heretics have 
now turned against the priest who deceived 
them, and they flock to hear the Word pro- 
claimed, for thev have found that the so- 
called heretics were the true messengers of 
the Gospel. Senor Alonso has news also, 
from other parts, of other Gallegos, fruits of 
the Seville Mission, who retain their love for 
the Gospel, and are working as best they 
can to make known the glad news among 
their families and friends. 

[To be coadladed ia oar next.] 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Correspondentl 
, Prussia, July 16, 1879. 

LR0I8LATI0K AND PARTY COMBINATIONS. 

The Germ in Parliament was closed last 
Saturday, after a long and arduous session, 
devoted almost exclusively to the Customs 
Tariff. Eeligious questions were not dis- 
cussed, nor were the numerous petitions 
presented for the abolition of civil marriage. 
The Liberals avoided the latter topic because 
the majority in Parliament, now composed of 
the two Conservative groups and the HI tra- 
montanes, would not have decided accordiiif> 
to their wish ; and the majority preferred 
postponing the question, because no agree- 
ment yet existed on the practical course of 
action. Notwithstanding the co-operation of 
the Ultra montanes with the Government 
during the latter part of the session, the 
peace with Rome has not yet been con- 
cluded. The negotiations are naturally treated 
with great secrecy, and only occasional notes 
in the official press indicate that a modus 
vipendi will be found. In the meantime 
the great topic of the day is the 

BEBIONATION OF DIU FALK. 

That Dr. Falk's resignation was a necessary 
consequence of the present political aspect of 
things nobody seems to doubt. The principal 
motive, however, which induced Dr. Falk 
to quit his office is certainly creditable to 
him. As far as one knows, all negotiations 
with Home had been conducted with Dr. 
Falk's knowledge and approbation. He him- 
self wiched for peace ; and as he felt that 
peace had become possible, but that his 
person was a stumbling-block, he thought it 
his duty to remove the difficulty. This being 
the f^rincipal motive, there may be others 
besides which induced ^him to retire. The 



Emperor, as your i-eaders are aware, has 
taken of late a very decided stand in religious 
matters, and gave, at the end of last month, 
in the chapel of the Seminary, a new testi- 
mony to his belief. A consequence of this 
is that of late all appointments made by the 
Empemr in ecclesiastical matters have fallen 
on men of positive religious views. We 
remember that Dr. Falk has very reluctantly 
countersigned the appointments of Court 
Chaplains Kogel and Baur as members of 
the Supreme Consistory, and that the royal 
nominations to the provincial synods had 
not Dr. Falk's approval. Now the General 
Synod is about to meet, and the Sovereign 
has the right to name thirty membera Dr. 
Falk's list, including men of liberal theo- 
logical views, has been rejected, and his 
Majesty has appointed men of religions 
character. They chiefly belong to the party 
of the '' Positive Union,'' some to the 
Lutherans, and a few to the Middle party. 
Dr. Falk enjoyed great popularity, and by a 
Urge portion of the nation his loss will be 
regretted. History will, perhaps, judge him 
more impartially than either his admirers or 
his antagonists now do. Dr. Falk certainly is 
an honest man, and is endowed with great 
.enei^. He is not without personal re- 
ligion, and it was undoubtedly his desire to 
do good to church and school. Yet the 
reBults of his doings are very doubtful He 
was called to office seven years ago for 
the distinct purpose of carrying through the 
struggle with' Rome. In this he did his 
duty with unflinching energy. It was un- 
doubtedly necessary at that time to maintain, 
and, in some measure, re-establish the autho- 
rity of the State against the increasing 
claims of the Roman See. If the warfare 
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was conducted in ft way which many of the 
hest men in our nation could not approve, 
it must remain dunbtful whether Dr. Falk 
alone is reeponsible for this. In the Evan- 
gelical [Protestant Established] Church Dr. 
Falk, by hia enerj?y, succeeded in completing 
the work of the Church Constitution ; and he 
also did a great deal to increase the income 
of the clergy. As to public education, he 
has raised the outward position and the 
intellectual standard of our schools, and he 
will, therefore, always be gratefully re- 
membered by Qerman schoolmasters. But, 
on tbe other hand, the Church Constitution 
was completed with great concessions to re- 
ligious liberalism, and far too great a share 
of influence remains to the State in Church 
matters. Dr. Falk's desire to admit liberal 
theology as equally legitimate in the Church, 
as the sound teaching to which it stands op- 
posed, and the diminution of religious lessons 
in the primary schools, have deprived him 
of the confidence of all decided Christians. 
His aim to combine Protestants and Catho- 
lics in mixed schools especially created great 
alarm, as these undenominational schools 
always turn out to the benefit of the Roman 
Catholics, 

THE NEW MINISTER OF PUBLIC WOBfiHIP. 

It is therefore felt in religious circles as a 
relief that Dr. Falk's influence no longer 
prevails, and that the new Education Bill 
especially will be prepared by other hands. 
The position of his successor will be no easy 
one, but we trust that he is equal to it. Mr. 
von Puttkamer, hitherto High President of 
Silesia, is a man of truly Evangelical views. 
He belongs, in religious matters, to the party 
of the " Positive Union." His political 
activity in several high civil posts has given 
him the necessary practice for official business, 
and he has had occasion to show his interest 
in the Church and Church work. His ap- 
pointment to the Ministry of Public Worship 
is, therefore, received with great satisfaction 
in religious circles. 

A "liberal" pabtob. 

The difficulties which have arisen several 
times in Berlin from the election of pastors 
who deny the fundamental truths of Christi- 
anity, are now beginning to be felt in a 
similar way in Hamburg. At Eppendorf 
Mr. Hanne has been elected, but his election 
has not been confirmed. The Dean of the 
Hamburg clergy has refused to introduce 
him into his office, and we must await how 
this conflict will end. 

HEETING OF SCHOOLICAOTEBS. 

The twenty-fifth general meeting of school- 



masters took place, a few weeks ago, at Brans- 
wick. About 1,100 naster. were present. 
The meeting was more moderate than on 
former occasions. The necessity of religions 
influence in the schools is now more recog- 
nized. Let ns hope that greater progrew 
still will be visible at the next gathering. 

THE OLD GATH0UC8 

have held their sixth Synod in Bonn, which 
was attended by twelve pastors and forty-«ix 
lay deputies. Ko measures of parUcnlar 
importance were discussed. The hopes ex- 
pressed by Bishop Reinkens are interesting. 
He says that the cause of Old Catholicism is 
more consolidated now, and that the bouse 
which they now build will be occaped bj 
millions. The leader of a great movement 
must always be convinced of the saoceaa of 
the cause, but we hardly believe that the 
Bishop's expectations will ever be realized. 

THE LUTHEBAN CONFEBENCE 

— which met at Hanover in 1 868, and at Leip- 
sic in 1870, but no more after that till the 
present year on the occasion I now name — 
assembled last month at Nuremberg. It is 
the object of this conference to unite the 
Lutherans of the dijfferent sections of that 
denomination in one body. Tbe Lutheran 
Dissenters were not present, however, with 
the sole exception of Mr. Max FrommeL 
The number of laymen was very small — 
little over a dozen. The larger number of 
the 280 attendants were clergymen. The 
chief subject of discussion was Uie establish- 
ment of a Free Church. Different views were 
expressed. On the whole, the opinion seems 
to prevail that Dissent is not necessary as 
long as the Lutheran Creed is reeogniz^ as 
the public doctrine ; yet, on the other hand^ 
the wish for greater independence of State 
control seems also to exist. 

BELIGIOUS WORK. 

The Deaconesses' Institution at Neudettel- 
sau, established by the late Mr. Lobe, celebrated 
its twenty-fifth anniversary last mouth. The 
Institution at Kaiserswerth^ the oldest exist- 
ing, now numbers 564 deaconesses, the largest 
number hitherto attained. Most of these 
institutions extend their activity by sending 
out sisters into parishes. The demand from 
different parishes is always on the increase. 
Besides, a new kind of work has been begun 
lately. The Deaconesses' Institutions have 
erected stations at watering-places, where sick 
children can be left to the care of deaconesses 
for the summer. The 100th anniversary of 
the first starting of infant schools by the 
well-known Pastor Oberlin in the Rock 
Valley, Alsace, in 1779^ was celebrated in 
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vaiioni parts of Germany on the 16th of 
last month, in order to awaken new interest 
for this branch of Christian work. The 
Berlin City Mission has authorized one of 
their missionaries, who has lived in London 
for some time, to hold English services in 
the villages of Rnmmelsbaxg and Scbonweide, 
near Berlin, where numerous English work- 
men are living. The reports read in the 



district synods show that Sunday-schools are 
steadily increasing. The Sabbath observance 
movement is also progressing, and the dis- 
cussion on that question in the district synods 
has not been without interest. In sevend 
towns Christian friends are spreading Sunday 
reading every Sunday among those people 
whose occapations generally keep them away 
from divine service. 



GREECE. 

INTOLERANCE AND MARIOLATRY OF THE GREEK CHURCH. 



Last year the Greek authorities, to the 
surprise and indignation of the Evangelical 
Greeks, closed the Protestant schools in 
Volas. The Government imposed ^condi- 
tions on the schools which the Protestants 
could not accept — ^viz., the teaching of the 
Orthodox faith by a priest, and the hanging 
of the picture of the Viigin on the walls of 
the school-room. The EvangelicaIS| who had 
long earnestly contended for full religious 
liberty, instead of mere toleration, vigorously 
assailed the position of the Government in the 
Yolas matter. For this they have been accused 
of giving information against and calumniat- 
ing their country. To this charge they have 
vacenlly replied. The substance of this reply, 
which has been sent to us from Greece for 
publication, we shall now give. 

The Evangelical Greeks in Yolas, after 
the closing of their schools last July, sought 
recognition from the Turkish Government as 
a separate religious community, asking that, 
in case of the union of those provinces with 
Greece, the same religious freedom in refer- 
ence both to worship and education which they 
enjoy under the Turkish Government be se- 
cured to them. The Minister of England in 
Constantinople, to whom the head (Ethnarch) 
of the Protestants referred the matter, asked 
Dr. Kalopothakes how much religious liberty 
the Evangelical Greeks enjoyed in Greece. 
In answer, he was informed that the Evan- 
gelical Greeks had no occasion to complain 
of persecution or oppression on the part 
of the Greek Government. It had never 
interfered with them in their services ; but 
that this was due to toleration, rather than to 
acknowledged right. Where, however, toler- 
ation exists there was inequality of rights ; 
consequently, lack of religious liberty. 

In reference to the question of education, 
even this toleration does not exist. To no 
native or foreigner of a di£ferent religious 
belief is it permitted to establish a school 
in Greece for general patronage, if the Greek 



Catechism is not taught in it by an Orthodox 
priest, and the picture of Christ or the Virgin 
hung in it. 

As to toleration in matters of worship, the 
Evangelical Greeks prove that there is no- 
thing more, by quoting from the Constitution 
of Greece, which in its first article has the 
following : '' In Greece the established religion 
is the Eastern Orthodox Church of Christ. 
Every recognized religion is toUratedy and the 
service of it may be performed unhindered, 
under the protection of the laws.'' 

The absence of any official acknowledg- 
ment of their Church by the Government, 
while it is recognized by all the Protestant 
world ; the fact that their chapel is not freed 
from the taxes upon houses, which is the 
case with other churches ; and the numerous 
and repeated demands and appeals of the 
Orthodox Synod to the Government to close 
their churches, — show that there is toleration, 
but not liberty. 

In regard to the educational question, the 
Evangelical Greeks say that not only does 
liberty not exist, but there is not even toler- 
ation j because to no Dissenter, whether 
citizen or foreigner, is it permitted to estab- 
lish a school in Greece for general patronage 
without catechism, priest, and picture. 

Minister Corbet, in a communication to 
Lord Salisbury, denied that it was true that 
the Government required that a picture of 
Christ or the Virgin should be hung in the 
school-room ; but the order of the Greek 
Minister of Ecclesiastical A flairs to the 
Nomarch of Attica is a sufficient refuta- 
tion of this denial. The following is the 
document : — 

*' To the Nomarch of Attica. 

'^ You are requested to make known to 
the applicants that, if they intend to esta- 
blish a female institution, upon which 
scholars of Orthodox parents will attend, 
they must, conforming to the established 
laws of the State, submit beforehand to the 
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Minirtry, through the Nomareh, the pro- 
gxamme of lessooB which will be taught in 
the school which they wish to establish, 
together with a catalogue of the names of 
teachers, male and female. In the pro- 
graioDke unavoidably must appear sacred les- 
aoDS, sacred histoiy of the New and Old 
Testaments, and the catechism of our Or- 
thodox faith, as also the name of him who 
is appointed to teach the lessons in ques- 
tion, who must be a priest of our own insti- 
tutions. In the hall for the lectures must 
be especially hung the holy picture of the 
Mother of Qod. 

^ If they are hindered from conforming 
with these requirements of the law, but desire 
to proceed in establishing a special school of 
any known religious denomination, let it be 
known to them that we have no difficulty in 
granting them permission for this object, pro- 
Tided only the children of Protestant denomi- 
nations attend upon said school, which will, 
however, continue under the immediate super- 
vision of the authorities. 

^ In this case, however, they onght to know 
what a responsibility they assume if it is dis- 



covered that even one scholar of the Oi^iodcs 
£aith has been seoaived by them. 

(Signed) '' Th. Dxuoiaki, 
" Minister of Sd. Af. and Pub. loat.' 

From this offieial paper, the catechuon, die 
priest, and the hanging of the {uotuxe of the 
Virgin are made equally obligatory. 

In answer to the representations of the Baf. 
Mr. Hill, of the American Episcopal Chuich, 
that the Qovemment had not interfered with 
his work, the Evangelicals quote from letters 
of Mr. Hill to show that his school-work had 
not been disturbed because he complied with 
the conditions of the Qovemment, uf^ing the 
catechism of the (skeek Church and employ- 
ing an Orthodox priest. The Evaniielicde 
say they have at heaat, as much as any of their 
fellow-citizens^ the honour and prospenfey of 
Qreeoe, which they Believe will be advanced 
by the acceptance of the principle of full 
rdigious liberty. Years ago, they aay, their 
fathers met and settled upon a eonstitation 
which would meet their views. The article 
on religion proclaims oomplete liberty to 
preach and teach and worship. — I^€W Ycrt 
IndependmL 



RUSSIA. 



BIBLE CIRCULATION 

One of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society's agents, Mr. M. A. Morrison, who 
is at present residing at TifliR, and superin- 
tending the work of colportage from that 
centre, in giving a statement of the circula- 
tion effected by each of his colporteurs during 
the previous quarter, writes : — 

G. Ter-Sarkissoff sold 2,524 copies in 
fifteen different languages. Ter^Sarkissoff's 
work was for the most part in the govern- 
ment of Baku ; but at different times he 
journeyed as far north as Timour-Khan- 
Shura, and south to Lenkoran^ near the 
Persian frontier. As you may notice, his 
principal work was among the Russians who 
are settled in considerable numbers as colonists 
on the Caspian shores. Besides, large 
numbers of Russians have been banished 
from time to time to those districts on ac- 
coimt of holding peculiar religious views. 
Almost the entire stretch of the Western 
Caspian ahore is thickly populated by Russian 
Dissenters of all phases and shades of opinion. 
It is to be regretted that our colporteurs work- 
ing in those parts are incapable of sending to 
Tiflis intelligent statements about the many 
interesting sects among whom they labour. 
Molokhani, Khiisti, Subotniki, and veiy 
many other strange creeds have free course 



IN TRANSCAUCASIA 

in those far-away districts. Many of the 
opinions of these sects are highly immonl; 
but there are hopes that the dawn of a 
brighter day has come to these banished 
people. We have the testimony of one of 
the most intelligent of our colporteurs that 
error is fast disappearing, and that by the 
labours of devoted Christian men ; truth, and 
steadfastness in truth, are taking the place of 
the strange and corrupt doctrines which have 
hitherto rendered those peoples objects of pLfy 
or ridicule. 

S. Ogandjanoff sold 457 copies in seven 
languages. The head-quartera of this colpor- 
teur is the little town of Shemacha, in the 
government of Baku. This is the mother- 
town of the Protestant Armenians. They 
have a comfortable church and a prosperous 
community, and on many occasions have 
evinced a lively interest in the weliare of 
Bible work in Transcaucasia. Qgandjanoff 
furmshes most lucid reports of his work. 
Writing from Elixabethpol, Ogandjanoff 
speaks of the efforts which he has made 
among the Mohammedans there. He says : 
''The work among the Mussulmana is ex- 
tremely hopeful ; not many copies are aoU, 
but there is an increasing desire for the 
Bible, especially awongpt the Tartar portion. 
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A Mohammedan met me the other day here 
and bought a Turkish Testament; he also 
helped me to sell three Persian Bibles and an 
Azerbijan Qospels and Acts, fie was most 
friendly with me, and read the book which 
he purchased with the greatest interest." A 
high-placed Mohammedan in ElizabetbpoU in 
eourse of eonvenation with Ogandjanoff, com- 
mended highly the work in which he was en- 
gaged, and spoke in the kindest manner to 
him. He invited the colporteur to his house, 
called him '* brother," and drank tea with him 
out of the same yessel. Ogandjanoff can tell of 
many such incidents, which show that an en- 
lightened and liberal spirit is supplanting the 
former bigotry. 

M. Aratinoff sold 807 copies in nine 
different languages. His head-quarters are 
Ears and Alexandropol, but he has also 
worked in the government of Erivan, where 
he has met with very great difficulty. This 
town is one of the last strongholds of the 
Armenian Gregorian Church, and the inhabi- 
tants retain all the old iSanaticism which is 
almost dead in other parts of Transcaucasia. 
Everything tending towards Evangelicism is 
held in the utmost detestation, and Arutiuoff 
had to maintain his ground against very 
strong opposition both from clergy and 
laity. He writes from Alexandropol : ^ The 
Armenians scolded and abused me very much, 
one man showing himself particularly ob- 
noxious ; so I went home and prayed that 



his heart might be changed. The next day 
I met him ; his manner was quite changed, 
for he helped me to sell a Testament to a 
young man." On another occasion he writes : 
** An Armenian met me to-day and entered 
into conversation. Finding that I was a col- 
porteur of the Bible Society, he said, ' Since 
your books have come into our town every 
man in it is talking of religious matters from 
morning until evening.' In fact, our books 
have created a great disturbance in Alexan- 
dropol.** 

Sarldss Markaroff circulated 707 copies in 
eleven different languages. This man has 
worked in Kutais, Poti, and in the lately 
acquired Russian territory in Bitoum and the 
neighbourhood. His Qeorgian work . was 
effected principally in Eutais and the neigh- 
bouring villages. I find that the Georgians 
are the most accessible of all the Transcau- 
casian peoples. They are of a kindly, genial 
nature, and bigotry finds little or no place 
among them. Benjamin Badall sold 325 
copies in twelve languages. This man is a 
Nestorian, and has been working in Tiflis. 
A short time ago he was colportiug in one of 
the caravanseries of Tiflis, when he was struck 
by an Armenian, who gave as his only excuse 
the cheapness of his books, alleging that they 
must be either contraband or heterodox when 
such a small sum was asked for them. 
Krikor Avakoff circulated 331 books in nine 
languages. 



PERSIA. 



Oioomiah, May 28, 1879. 

▲ HE8T0RIAN 80U00L BOABD. 

Last year the schools heretofore under the 
care of the American Mission at Oroomiah 
were transferred to a Board of Nestorians, 
the MiBsion also entrusting to them the school 
funds. This Board consists of twelve mem- 
bers, elected by the Enooshya, or Reformed 
Synod, and two missionaries. The President is 
Malek Tenan, who is a leading man in the 
nation, and takes a deep interest in the 
elevation of his people. The Secretary, 
Mirza Ziya, is also General Superintendent^ 
and devotes much time and intelligent labour 
to the oversight of the schools. He reports 
a maiiced improvement in the order and pro- 
gress this year over last. 

BDUCATIONAXf STATIBTIOS. 

The Board has under its care about seventy 
schools, with 1,400 pupils. A good propor- 
tion of these are well advanced in their 
studies, which embrace the common branches 
in modem Syriac, and for the higher cUisses 



ancient Syriac and Persian, and a few pupils 
in English. Within two years past four 
schools of a higher grade have been estab- 
lished at central points, which are attended 
by boys from neighbouring villages, who 
provide their own board. Though in their 
infancy, these schools are highly appreciated^ 
and are attended at no little self-sacrifice. 

BUFBRIOB AND BEL10I0US TBAOHIKO. 

The Young Men's Seminary, partly aca- 
demical and partly theological, has thirty-seven 
students ; four of these are medical students, 
under the care of Dr. Cochran. The Female 
Seminary has forty-four pupils ; four of these 
are Mussulman girls. There are a few select 
schools for girls in some of the larger vil- 
lages, and there is a demand for such schools. 

The people have in some places much 
improved their school buildings. A new 
interest in education is awakening, and 
in some of the more enlightened villages 
nearly the whole school population is reached 
by the day and Sabbath schools. Sevenl 
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of the schools are supported wholly by local 
contributioDs ; others partly so. Poverty 
and increasing civil oppression prevent their 
doing more in this direction. Still, the 
X>eople raised in 1878, for the self-support of 
schools and churches, 736 tomans. 

The figures above do not include the new 
high schools and ten other schools in Koor- 
distan. The high school begun in Khoma is 
very popular, and it fills a real want The 
whole number under instruction through the 
agency of the American Mission is over 
1,700 pupils, in over eighty schools. This 
is an advance of 30 per cent over last year. 

THE OROOMIAH PEMALE 8E1£INABT 

•losed its term of seven months on May 17, 
1879. The examinations were in Syriac, 
Turkish, Persian, and English. The select 
class in English showed careful training and 
accurate knowledge. The classes in Syriac, 
mathematics, and geography did well; especi- 
ally so the class in Scripture geography and 
history. The Bible is the classic here. The 
Turkish class, of eight little Moslem girls, 
excited much interest; they are the first- 
fruits of female education for Mussulman 
girls in this part of Persia. If the ecclesi- 
astics do not take fright, the prospect is good 
for a larger number of such girls. The 
singing and compositions and the perfect 
order added much to. the occasion, and the 
parents and native friends present, including 
the Governor of the Christian population of 
the province, were much pleased. Could 
some of the good women from home have 
been present, they would have seen many 
pleasing evidences of good done, intellectually 
and spiritually. Nearly all the forty pupils 
profess an interest in Christ. The ladies 
who contribute to the erection of the New 
Seminary for Young Men will be glad to 
have us report progress. The grounds were 
purchased in February for 900 tomans, which 
equals nearly $1,800. They lie about a 
mile from the city gate, toward the moun- 
tains, and have abundance of pure air aud 
water. They cover about fifteen acres, half 
of which is a garden with beautiful shade 
and fruit trees. About five acres are being 
anclosed by a strong wall fpr security ; and 
within the buildings are going up a dwelling- 
house and a seminary, leaving room for a hos- 
pital and other dwellings, which we hope soon 
to see built. Since February the plans of the 
grounds and buildings have been drawn and 
adopted; bricks, timber, atone, plaster, and 



other materials purchased ; and sinoe the Ist 
of April the workmen have been at work. 
The buildings are faced on all the outside 
walls with burnt brick ; the rest of the walla 
are of sun-dried brick. These burnt bricks 
will add greatly to the durability and beauty, 
and we are specially thankful to the cluldxai 
^ho have contributed them. 

THE EVANGELiaTIG BOABD 

has held its monthly meeting. The begin- 
ning of its Missionary Fund amounts to 
30 tomans ($60). This fund is to open 
new work. To every toman raised by the 
Board from the churches here the Mission 
offer to add four tomans. The most pressing 
call at this meeting was made for houses of 
worship. The rule we have followed is to 
furnish two-thirds of the expense of build- 
ing. In the past year four houses were thus 
provided. This year we have made but one 
grant — yIz,, to Sherabad, of 70 tomans. 
This more than exhausts our funds, while 
the demands come up from eleven other 
places. At least six of these places are very 
pressing, a house of worship being essential 
to the growth of the work. The sum needed 
for the six places is an average of 50 tomans 
grant and 25 tomans raised by the people. 
The people cannot do more than this. From 
us the call is for $100 for each place ; $600 
for six places of worship. This sum is 
not provided for in our estimates. 

BUFFERINGS OF THE NSSTORIANS. 

May 30. 
The mountain mail came in, and on the 
next day, Ka. Yenan returned from Kochanis, 
the residence of the Patriarch. The general 
report from the mountains is sad — so much 
ignorance and wretchedness and misnile. 
Qrain is almost at famine prices, and multi- 
tudes have no bread ; while the insecurity is 
such that the mountain tribes of Nestorians 
are unable to go to the plains with their 
caravans. A Turkish army is assembling to 
subdue the independent tribes, it is said. 
The soldiers are eating up the Christian 
villages in the vicinity, and repeating some 
of the atrocities of Bulgaria. The poor 
moimtain Nestorians, trusting to their Patri- 
arch and chiefs, and to the hope of English 
help, seem to be in a sad state^-on the veige 
of ruin. But the Lord's work in some 
places is growing, and additions to the com- 
munion are reported in Hassan and else- 
where. 
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CONVOCATKMT. 

The summer aession of the Convocation of 
tlus PlroTince of Canterbury was held at 
Weatminsleri under the pamiclency of the 
Primotey from June 24 to July 4. The 
Upper House was almost wholly occupied 
with discussionB upon the revision of the 
mbries ; and these, as adopted by the 
Bishops, having been communicated to the 
Lower Hoo9e---after discussion, and, in one 
ease, a confereoce between the two Houses — 
received the assent of the whole Southern 
Convocation. 

The revision of the rubrics thus brought 
to a conclusion, was undertaken by Convoca- 
tion, in obedience to the Royal Letters of 
BnsinesB and Letters Missive, issued seven 
yeass ago, which directed that the fourth and 
final Report of the Royal Commission upon 
Rubrics should be brought under conaidera- 
tion. When the session lately closed com- 
menced, the Upper House had before it the 
report of the committee of the Lower 
House, proposing certain alterations in the 
rubrics, and the draft of a bill for <<the 
better regulation of the ceremonial of the 
Ghurefa of England," by which those altera- 
tioiis migfat obtam the force of law. We 
shall not attempt to follow the discussions, 
which (to say nothing of those held with 
closed doors), so ihr as reported, occupy in 
the columns of the Guardian ninety cloeely- 
printed columns. It may suffice to give the 
reenits arrived at. The more important of 
the rubrics brought under diienssion were 
thr ee t hose attached to (1) the Athanasian 
Creed, and (2) the Burial Service respectively, 
aad (3) the Ornaments Rubric, which has 
leference to the omamente or vestments to 
be used during divine service. 

It was agreed by both Houses that the 
following declaration should be appended to 
the Athanasian Creed : '* For the removal of 
doubts and to prevent disquietude in the use 
of the creed commonly called the Creed of St. 
Athanasiua, it is here solemnly declared — (1) 
That the confession of our Christian faith, 
eommonly called the Creed of 9t Athanasins, 
doth not make any addition to the faith as 
contained in Holy Scripture, but wameth 
agftinst errofs which from time to time have 
arisen in the Chuveh of Christ ; (2) That as 
Holy Scripture in divers places doth promise 
KIb to then that believe, and declare the 
coademaation of them that believe not, so 



doth the Church in this confession declare 
the necessity for all who would be in a state 
of salvation of holding fait the Catholic faith, 
and the great peril of rejecting the same. 
Wherefore the warnings in this confession of 
faith are to be understood no otherwise than 
the like warnings of Holy Scripture ; for we 
must leosive Chad's threatenings, even as His 
promises, in such wise as they are generally 
set forth in Holy Writ. Moreover, the 
Church doth not herein pronounce judgment 
on any particular person or persons, Qod 
slone being the Judge of all." In the Upper 
House, this declaration was carried by ten 
votes against seven. More than one motion 
to limit the use of the Creed to fewer occasions 
than at present was rejected. 

In the ''Order for the Burial of the Dead" 
the existing rubric stands ; ^ Here it is to 
be noted that the office ensuing is not to be 
used for any that die unbaptized, or excom- 
municate. Of have laid violent hands on 
themselves." It was resolved that this shall 
read as follows : " Here it is to be noted that 
neither the office ensuing nor the shortened 
office hereafter provided is to be used for any 
that die unbaptized, or excommunicate, or in 
the commission of any grievous crime, or, 
having laid violent hands upon themselves, 
have not been found to have been of un- 
sound mind.** Both Houses also agnsed 
to make the following addition to this 
amended rubric : " Nevertheless, in the 
cases in which neither of the aforesaid 
offices may be used, it shall not be unlawful 
for the mimster, at the request of the kindred 
or friends of the deceased, to use^ after the 
body has been laid into the earth, prayers 
taken from the Book of Common Prayer and 
portions of Holy Scripture approved by the 
ordinary, so that they be not part of the 
Order for the Burial of the Dead, nor of the 
Order for the Administration of the Hoiy 
CoQununion.*' 

It was upon the Ornaments Rubric that the 
greatest difficulty in coming to an agreement 
was experienced, and it was upon this that 
it was found necessary to hold a free confer- 
ence of the two Houses. As finally adopted 
by both, the resolution adopted was : " That 
a new rubric follow the Ornaments Rubric 
to this effect : In saying public prayers 
or ministering the sacraments or other 
rites of the Church, every priest and 
deacon shall wear a surpUse, with a stole 
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01 scarf and the hood of hia degree; 
and in preaching he fihall wear a eur- 
plice with a stole or scarf and the hood 
of his degree, or, if he think fit, a gown 
with hood and scarf ; and no other oma- 
ment shall at any time of his ministration 
be nsed by him contrary to the monition 
of the bishop of the diocese ; provided 
always that this rubric shall not be under- 
stood to repeal the 24th, 25th, and 58th 
Canons of 1604." 

The Regulation of Ceremonial Bill, as 
agreed upon by the two Houses of Convoca- 
tion, is designated *'A Bill intituled an 
'Act to Provide Facilities for the Amend- 
ment, from time to time, of the Ceremonies 
of the Church of England.' " It consists of 
eleven clauses, several of which are formal. 
The important ones give power to the Con- 
vocations of Canterbury and York, with the 
Koyal assent, to lay before the Queen in 
Council a scheme for the alteration of or 
addition to rubrics, and for additional services, 
if agreed to by both ; to the Crown, to lay 
them, if it sees fit, before Parliament; and 
for the Queen in Council making an order 
ratifying such a scheme, should neither House 
of Parliament within forty days of its being 
laid on the table present an address to Her 
Majesty praying her to withhold her consent 

The TimeSy in discussing the questions 
referred to above, as decided by Convo- 
cation, remarks : *^ The proposed settle- 
ments are not settlements to satisfy those 
whose sense of grievance has raised these 
contests. They leave still much to be 
said on both sides — that is, an uncon- 
cluded controversy." The proposed declara- 
tion on the Ath'anasian Creed is especially 
condemned by the leading journal ; and on 
the same topic the Bishop of Peterborough 
writes, expressing his strong objections to 
it. The Bishop was not present, he 
states, when it was discussed and voted in 
Convocation ; and he adds : '^ I hold myself 
perfectly free to resist elsewhere, in the 
interests of truth and liberty — I will even 
add, in the interests of grammar, logic, and 
common sense — this attempt at narrowing 
our existing terms of comprehension by 
arbitrarily imposing upon the clergy a new 
doctrinal test under the guise of an explana- 
tory rubric." 

THB MACKONOCHIB CASE. 

Judgment was given by the Lords Justices 
of the Court of Appeal, on June 28, on the 
two appeals in the Mackonochie case. It 
will be remembered that the Incumbent of 
St. Alban's, Holbom, having been found 



guilty of illegal practices in the performanee 
of divine worship, was ordered by the Court 
of Arches to abstain therefrom. He dis- 
obeyed, and this having been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court, Lord Penzance or- 
dered him to be suspended from his office and 
benefice for three years. Mr. Mackonochie, 
who had not appeared in answer to any of the 
proceedings, appealed to the Court of Queen's 
Bench for a writ of prohibition to stay the 
execution of the sentence ; and the CMurt, 
consisting of the Lord Chief Justice, Justices 
Mellor and Lush (the latter judge dissenting), 
issued the writ mainly on the grounds that 
for a second offence a man could only be 
punished after a fresh trial, and that the pro- 
ceeding was contrary to ecclesiastical law and 
practice. Against this writ Lord Penzance 
and Mr. Martin, the promoter of the original 
proceedings, appealed. The case was argued 
in the Court of Appeal, in March, for. aeveral 
days, before Lord Coleridge, Lords Justioes 
James, Brett, Cotton, and Thesiger. 

In the judgment now given, Lord Justice 
Thesiger remarked that it was not disputed 
that a monition might, by ecclesiastical law 
and practice, constitute either the whole of a 
definitive sentence in a penal suit, or might 
be appended to or form part of the senteooe, 
and that there was a strong presumption in 
favour of the view that monitions constitnt- 
ing the whole or part of a definitive sentence 
were capable of being enforced by summazy 
process in the suit If enforceable at all, he 
thought monitions should be enforced by 
suspension ab officio et a betieficio. There was 
no a priori reason why a monition should not 
be enforced by suspension as well as by 
excommunication. Suspension was, to his 
thinking, a much more desirable form of 
punishment than a ngnificavit followed by 
imprisonment. No authority whatever had 
been produced to the effect that the reason- 
able power of suspending did not belong to 
the ecclesiastical court There was, on the 
other hand, authority to show that they did 
possess it. He concluded, therefore, that the 
judgment of Lord Penzance was warranted 
by ecclesiastical law and practice, and did not 
violate any statutory provision. He alao 
considered that appeal, and not prohibition, 
would have been the proper course for the re- 
spondent in this case. He had on all points^ 
therefore, to differ from the views of the 
majority of the Court below, which, he thought, 
sliould not have interfered with the decision 
of the ecclesiastical court. 

Lord Justice Cotton held that the decision 
of the Queen's Bench was good, and that the 
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order of prohibition shoald be affirmed. He 
waa of opinion that althoogb an order for 
anspension conld be made as a sentence on a 
clergyman for an offence against ecclesiastical 
law, it could not be made to enforce obedience 
to an ecclesiastical decree — ^that is, on pro- 
cess of contempt. 

Lord Justice Brett said that he had failed 
to find any one reported case of an application 
for prohibition of soch practices as those now 
under consideration. This, in his opinion, 
was a fact of strange significance. It proved 
that if a power of prohibition existed it had 
never been exercised. There did not, indeed, 
appear to have been any knowledge of the 
existence of such a power. He therefore 
concluded that such a power had not been, 
at all events lately, exercised. And allowing 
such a power, it seemed to him that for a 
repetition of such an offence there should be 
a new proceeding. He came to the conclu- 
sion that the judgment of Lord Penzance 
conld not be supported. The judgment of 
the Queen's Bench ought, in his opinion, to 
be sustained. 

Lord Justice James, who was not present, 
and whose judgment was read by Lord 
Justice Thesiger, gave his voice in favour of 
the appellants, and in favour of the reversal 
of the order of the Queen's Bench, with the 
usual consequences as to costs in this Court 
and the Court below. 

Lord Justice Coleridge, in his judgment, 
reviewed all the circumstances of the case, 
and expounded the ecclesiastical laws and 
usages by which such cases as that before the 
Court were governed. He held that, both 
on the ground of reason and on the authori- 
ties he had looked into, such a monition as 
the one in question was perfectly allowable in 
a Court Christian, and that disobedience to 
such a monition might subject the offender 
to some form of punishment. It seemed to 
him that in this case suspension was warranted 
by the law and the practices of the ecclesi- 
astical courts. The steps taken in this case 
were, to his mind, right; but if he thought 
they were wrong, his conclusions as to the 
law and usage would be the same. He could 
not see the hardship of an officer of the Church 
being obliged to obey the law of his society, 
after the law had been declared to him by 
the highest authority in the country. He 
thought that Lord Penzance had not done 
more than he was called upon to do, and no 
more than what the practice of his court 
ju8ti6ed, and he thought that that practice 
was not contrary to the Church DiecipliLe 
Act. In his opinion, therefore, the judg- 



ment of the Court below ought to be re- 
versed. 

There being three judges for reversing 
the judgment of the Queen's Bench, and two 
against, the appeal is sustained and the judg- 
ment of the Queeu'd Bench reversed. It is 
at present uncertain whether this decision 
of the Lords Justices will be allowed to 
stand, or the cose be carried before the House 
of Lords, the Final Court of Appeal. 

THB BISHOP-SUFFRAQAN OF BEDFORD. 

The London Gazette of the 16th ult. con- 
tained the following official announcement : 
" The Queen has been pleased to direct letters 
patent to be passed under the Great Seal 
nominating the Rev. William Walsham How, 
H.A., Rector of Whittington, in the county of 
Salop, and Honorary Canon of the Cathedral 
Church of St. Asaph, to be Bishop-Suffragan 
of the see of Bedford." The endowment of 
the bishopric is provided by the valuable 
City living of St. Andrew Undershaft, in 
Leadenhall-street, which was held for nearly 
thirty years by Prebendary Blomfield, son of 
the late Bishop of London. The population 
is 680, and the income £2,000 a* year. After 
Prebendary Blomfield's death, which occurred 
three months ago, the Bishop of London de- 
cided to petition the Crown for a Suffragan 
Bishop, and to appoint the new prelate to the 
vacant living. The Bishop, accordingly, sent 
in his petition for a Suffragan, and, in accord- 
ance with the Act of Henry ^tei., nominated 
two names to the Crown, those of Canon 
Walsham How and Prebendary Burrows. 
Following the almost unvarying custom, the 
Queen selected the first name on the list. 
The Bishop- Suffragan of Bedford will reside 
at Clapton, on the Middlesex side of the 
River Lea (which divides the diocese of 
London from the diocese of St. Albans and 
the counties of Middlesex and Essex), and 
will take special charge of the parishes on the 
eastern side of the diocese, including the 
suburbs of Hackney and Stoke Newington, 
the densely populated area of Bethnal Green, 
Whitechapel, and Shoreditch. Thus, although 
a suffragan-bishop has no territorial jurisdic- 
tion, the Bishop of Bedford will be practically 
Bishop of Eajit London, and will, it is stated, 
be allowed by the Bishop of London to exer- 
cise the right of patronage over the parishes 
and appoint the incumbents. The Bishop- 
Suffragan becomes a member of the greater 
chapter of St. Paul's Cathedral, as Bishop 
Jackson has nominated him to the prebendid 
stall of Brondesbury, held by the late Mr. 
Blomfield. 

Bishop How belongs to an old Cumberland 
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family, and his grandfather was for many 
years Rector of Workington. He graduated 
at Wadham College, Oxford, in 1846, and in 
the following year was ordained hy the Bishop 
of Worcester. In 1860, the Bishop of St. 
Asaph appointed Mr. How to an honorary 
canonry in his cathedral, and in 1877, nomi- 
nated him to the office of Chancellor. He is 
a decided High Churchman. Writing to the 
Guardum^ he obseryes : *' I shall not be the 
'first Blab op of Bedford,' for a Bishop 
of Bedford, who was also Suffragan of 
London, was one of the bishops who 
assisted at the consecration of Archbishop 
Parker in Lambeth Chapel, on Sunday, 
December 17, 1568. His name was John 
Hodgkyn, and the following royal mandate 
for his consecration is quoted by Mr« T. A. 
Blyth, in his 'History of Bedford,' from 
* Rymei's Fosdera :* — 

**'Dec. 3, 1537, Anno 29 H. vin. — ^The 
King to Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
etc. Recites that John^ Bishop of London, 
had signified to him that his diocese was 
without, and stood much in need of, the com- 
fort of a Suffragan Bishop ; and therefore he 
presented to the King two discreet men, John 
Hodgkyn and Robert Struddell, Doctors of 
Divinity, in priest's orders, and lawfully 
married, etc., etc, humbly praying the King 
to nominate one of them to some see of a 
Suffragan Bishop within the province of 
Canterbury; to which the King graciously 
assented, and nominated one of them, John 
Hodgkyn, to be Suffragan-Bishop of the see 
of Bedford, requiring the Archbishop to con- 
secrate him to the same.'^ 

THE CONSECRATION OF FOVB BISHOPS 

took place on the 26th ult. (St. James's 
Day) in St. Paul's Cathedral. They were the 
Rev. Dr. W. Walsham How, now Bishop of 
Bedford (Suffragan to the Bishop of London); 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Barclay, Bishop of the Anglican 
Church in Jerusalem ; Rev. John Martindale 
Speechley, M.A., BiiJiop of Travancore and 
Cochin ; and Rev. Dr. William Ridley, 
. Bishop of Caledonia and British Columbia. 
The consecrating prelates were the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and the Bishops of 
London, St Albans, Rochester, and Lich- 
field. The sermon was preached by Dr. Fre- 
mantle, Dean of Ripon, from Acta i. 7. 

CBUBCHWABDENS' A880GIATI0N. 

At a meeting, held in London, of past and 
present churchwardens, it was proposed by 
Mr. Fowler, of Smethwick, seconded by Mr. 
Howard, of Wolverhampton, and carried 
nnanimously, to form a " National Associa- 
tion of Churchwardens, etc, for preserving 



the Protestant character of the Church of 
England," having for its object: 1. Th« 
bringing together of churchwardens^ etc^ for 
the purpose of interchanging ideas, agreeing 
as to common measures, and united action. 
2. The creating a centre, whereby the opinions 
of those officially engaged in opposing Ritualism, 
in all parts of the country, could be obtained 
by any one of its members. 3. The taking 
into consideration all doubtful points con- 
nected with the duties of the office of warden, 
so as to render that office one of greater 
practical usefulness at the present crisis. 4. 
The creating through the wardens in each 
parish a more lively parochial organization, 
so as to give that officer greater local assist- 
ance and support. And generally to strengthen 
the hands of the Protestant party in the 
Church. 

THE HOHS BSUNION 80CISTT. 

The annual meeting of the Home Reunion 
Society was recently held at the Rooms of the 
National Society, under the presidency of the 
Bishop of Winchester. The society aims at 
promoting in the Church of England a con- 
ciliatory attitude towards those who regard 
themselves as outside her pale. The report 
showed a considerable increase in the 
membership of the society. The Chairman, 
in the course of his remarks, said there oonld 
not possibly be a better cause than the one 
they had at heart. Their desire for victoiy 
did not mean a mere vietoiy for themselves ; 
their desire was to get their friends to join 
them, but not with the idea that they had 
no faults of their own. 

THE BIBLE AND THE LONDON SCHOOL BOABD. 

Earl QranvOle presided, on the 13th ult, 
at the distribution of Bibles and Testaments^ 
which took place at the Crystal Palace, 
amongst four thousand children of the Lon« 
don School Board schools, who had passed 
the best examinations in scriptural subjects. 
The prizes are the gift of Mr. Francia Peek 
and the Religious Tract Society. The noble 
lord said the London School Board was the 
first that had decided upon a system of 
religious instruction for the children without 
sectarian or denominational teaching. There 
were many who thought a middle coome be- 
tween secular and denominational teaching 
would be very difficult ; but the aoccess 
which had attended the work would be sem 
from the fact that four years ago 38,000 
children entered into the competitive ex- 
amination for the prizes which Mr. Peek 
then offered, while for this yearns priitea there 
were no fewer than 112,000. 
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MILDMAT PARK GONFERBNOB. 

The aonaal gathering, orifjinated twenty- 
three yean ago by the Bev. W. Pennefather 
at Barnet, took place, daring three days at 
the end of June, in the Gonference Hall, Mild- 
may Park. The attendance waa very large. 
The enbjects were divided into two daasee, ex- 
perimental and evangelifltic The topica under 
the former heading were : ^^ The Purpose of 
Qod, in Chriat and in the Ghnroh," *' The 
Power of God," and "The Pleaanre of God ;" 
and under each of theaea fielectionof paasages of 
Scripture was given for special consideration. 
These meetings were presided over by Mr. 
S. A. Blackwood. Under the second head- 
ing, representative ministers and laymen were 
present to detail the opezation and progress 
of various evangelistic and missionary organiza- 
tions both at home and abroad. The E^v. 
D. B. Hankin, Vicar of St Jnde's, Mildmsy 
Park, xMresided over the large missionary 
meeting. The Bev. W. Wingate gave an 
interesting account of Ghristian mission work 
amongst the Jews in Hungary. The Bev. 
S. G. Porter, from Boston, u.a., detailed the 
work of the American Board of Missions in 
Turkey. Major Malan described the power 
of the Gospel as mani£e«ted in the native 
churches of Africa. Bishop Hiller}% a 
coloured prelate of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Ghurch, dwelt on the claims of his 
coloured brethren in Galifornia and other 
American Stales. On the closing day the 
Lord'sS upper was administered — ^in the morn- 
ing in St. Jude's Ghurch, and in the after- 
noon in the large Gonference Hall. The 
closing meeting was presided over by Mr. 6. 
A. Blackwood, and the speakers included Mr. 
O. Muller and Mr. Henry Varley. 

Meetings were held during the Gonference 
on behalf of the Irish Ghurch Missione, Miss 
Leigh's Miwion to Englishwomen in Paris, 
Miss de Broen's Belleville Mission, the 
Mission to Foreigners in London (in oonnec- 
tioQ with the London Gity Mission), the 
Open- Air Mission, the Society for Promoting 
Female Education in the East, the Foreign 
Evangelisation Society, the Young Women's 
Ghristian Association, Medical Missions, the 
Army and Navy Scripture-Readers' Society, 
Orphanage Work at Broussa (Asia Minor), 
the Ghristian Goiportage Association, and 
Work amongst Soldiers. 

FRSKCH FEOTEetASnB IN LOKDON. 

The Bev. Du Pontet de la Harpe recently 
invited the friends of his work amongst the 
French-speaking population of the metropolis 
to his seventeenth anniversary in the French 
Ghurch, Monmouth Road, Bayswater. There 



was a large attendance. The report for the 
past year showed that after a liberal support 
of the various organizations of the French 
Ghurch, there remained a balance on the 
right side. The mission was never more 
efficient than at the present time, and in 
support of this the pastor presented state- 
ments of the different sections into which 
the work is divided. The Sunday-school 
(the pupils of which, in the large msjoriry of 
instances, belong to Roman Gatholic parents), 
the day school^ the floa'er mission, and the 
dispensary, all present gratifying reports, 
showing definite progress. The Home and 
Glnb for Govemesset*, recently opened, i;* now 
in good working order, and promises to be 
self-supporting. Good results have followed 
the work of the agency and the deaconess 
and Bible-woman, aa was shown by several 
couching anecdotes related by M. Da Pontet. 
After a few words in French from the Ghair- 
man (the Hon. Henry Noel), the Rifv. J. J. 
Goxhead spoke on "Ghristian Education 
among Foreigners in London;" Professor 
J. H. Gladstone delivered an instructive 
address on ** Religion and Science ; " and 
Mr. G. Williams on "The Ghristian Life." 

ANGLO-ROMAN DESPOTISM. 

The Gorrespondent of the Dail^ Ohronich at 
Rome states that loud compUunte are reach- 
ing the authorities there on the subject of the 
Anglo-Roman Ghurch. '^Bishop Amherst," 
he writes, '* has resigned the see of Northamp- 
ton on the ostensible plea of ill-health, but 
really on account of the despotic policy of 
Gardinal Manning. The system of elbowing 
out bom Gatholics, who may be supposed to 
know the traditions of their Ghurch better 
thsn neophytes, is hourly increaiiing. Paro- 
chial jurisdiction does not now exist amongst 
the Romanists of Great Britain. Any priest 
is renaovable at the good-will of his bishop. 
Years of service give no privilege, and an 
archbishop wiAh a moaasiic mind and disci^ 
plinary views of hie own is rather an un- 
pleasant superior. The rasttits of all this 
are deplorable. Father Law, the Oratoriaa, 
has left the priesthood; Father Roberts, a 
relation of Dr. Manning, has become sick of 
pettv tyranny, and taken a wife; another 
Westminster priest has gone on the stage; 
an<i the mtpopularity of the present metro- 
politan is very great. Dr. Newman is too 
advanced in life to be the leader of moderate 
Gatholics. But every experienced Roman 
priest in England is convinced, and makes 
no secret of his convictioUf that the intel- 
lectual standard of the rising generation of 
clergy is becoming dwarfed, and that the 
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ceminarlBts who come upon the miBsion are 
invertebrate and ritualistic in ihe paltriest 
sense of the word. Many of them have 
been Anglicans, and they have imported the 
puerile posturing of spurious Catholicism 
into the Church of their adoption. There 
is not a single priest amongst these ' verts ' 
who could take the place of men like Bishop 
UUathome, of Birmingham, or Bishop Clifford, 
of Clifton ; and the elder clergy mourn over 
a state of things which has handed over their 
hierarchy to an insolent and aggressive 
faction, who, whatever they now say, have 
intrigued against Newman and every other 
ecclesiastic who is not prepared to sacrifice 
eveiy particle of his national character." 

FORKIGN AID 80CIETT. 

To the Editor of Evangelical Christendom, 
Sir, — ^May I ask your kind insertion of 
this letter in your next number, to correct 
an error, for which you are in no way 
responnble, in regard to the income of the 
above society for the past year? The amount 
returned by us for the comparative list, 
which appeared in your June impression, 
was £2,045. It should have been £2,398. 
Our balance-sheet, as compared with last 
year, stands thus : — 

1878. 1879. 

£2,193 ... £2,398 

Under the new arrangements, we have halved 

our working expenses, and raised our grants 
65 per cent 

I remain, Sir, yours very faithfully, 
Ernest Cowam, Secretary. 
Millbrook Rectory, Bedfordshire. 
July 19. 



The Archbishop of Canterbury has for- 
warded a letter to the Bishop of London, 
calling his lordship's attention to the necessity 
of prayer being offered to Almighty Qod for 
such weather as may enable our people to 
gather in an abundant harvest. In many of 
the metropolitan churches and chapels refer- 
ences have been made by the officiating 
ministers to the un propitious state of the 
weather for some time past, and special 
prayers have been offered np« 

The Wesley an Methodist Conference com- 
menced its sittings at Birmingham on the 
22nd ult., and is still in session as we go to 
press. The Rev. Benjamin Qregory, the 
Connexional Editor, was elected President by 
a large majority, in succession to the Rev. Dr. 



The United Presbyterian Synod met speci- 
ally at Edinburgh on the 22nd ult., and re- 
ceived a report which was presented by a 
committee on the case of the Rev. D. Macrae, 
of Qourock, whose teaching on the subject 
of eternal punishments has been proved to be 
contrary to that of the United Presbyterian 
Church. He was separated by the Synod 
from his pastoral charge, and declared to be 
no longer a minister of that Church. 

A new organization has been started by 
some attached members of the Charch of 
England, called " The Evangelical Protestant 
Union." Its object is '^ to arrest the down- 
ward progress of Evangelicalism, or its ex- 
ternal assimilation to what is really semi- 
Popery, by preventing, if possible, farther 
concessions on the part of Evangelical clergy- 
men ; and by reclaiming, through invitation 
and expostulation, those who have yielded to 
some extent to the tide of Ritualistic innova- 
tion.'' In a discussion which has arisen, in 
print, upon the subject, great difference of 
opinion is expressed among the Evangelical 
clergy as to whether the new society is or is 
not necessary or expedient 

The Rev. J. F. Eitto, Rector of the pariah 
of Whitechapel, has dlowed the Open-air 
Mission the use of the new open-air pulpit 
attached to St. Mary's parish church, for 
service on one evening in each week. It 
was occupied the other evening by two 
Baptist laymen — Mr. Thomas Blake, ilp. 
for Leominster, and Mr. Palmer. This is 
the only pulpit of its kind in England. It 
is built in the western wall of the church, 
overlooking the churchyard, and is entered 
from the inside of the church. The con- 
gregation are accommodated with forms 
placed in the churchyard. The Rector 
preaches therein himself regularly every 
Sunday during the summer months. 

Cardinal Manning assisted a few days ago 
at the first mass in the chapel of the old 
Palace of Bishops of Ely in Ely Place, Hoi- 
bom, which has lately fallen into the hands 
of his co-religionists. In his sermon the 
Cardinal referred to the Ritualist movement 
in the Church of England, and said that 
there were at present in this country hundreds 
of thousands, probably even more than a 
million, of Anglicans who refused to call 
themselves Protestants, and who refused to 
accept a human interpretation of the divine 
revelation, but who were still ignorant that 
there existed on this earth a divinely commis- 
sioned interpreter. 
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EASTERN TURRET. 

The American miafiioDaries are reporting yarioos sigas of an increasing liberality of 
Greek and Armenian Christians towards Protestants in Turkey. Mr. Parmelee, of the 
American Board's mission in Trebizond, tells in a recent letter how he and the Armenians, 
and the Roman Catholics as well, were invited to attend the funeral of the Qreek archbishop 
of the province, who died at the age of 105. The archbishop had been knovm for his 
benevolence and liberality^ and had lived a blameless life. Mr. Parmelee attended the 
funeral services and made a brief address in Armenian, the Armenian bishop speaking in 
the Turkish. The Roman Catholics were not represented. Afterwards Mr. Parmelee 
received a call from a bishop and a committee of the Qreek Church ; he was thanked for his 
address, and was instructed also to send their thanks to his mission board in America. 
Before the deputation left Mr. Parmelee's house they requested a copy of his address. In 
that address, as Mr. Parmelee tells us, he had the privilege of ** preadiing the simple Gk>spel 
of Christ in the very heart of their [the Greek] community." 

INDIA. 

A drawing-room gathering recently took place at the Vicarage, St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, 
of some of the Zenana and other teachers of the Ladies' Association connected with the 
Ladies' Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, in order that they might make the 
acquaintance of some of the lady correspondents from various parts of the country who are 
endeavouring in their various neighbourhoods to make the wants of the society known, and 
to inspire some zeal in the cause. Mr. and Mrs. Winter were there, who have made a real 
impression on heathenism in Delhi, where they have been working for many years with 
most encouraging results. There are nearly 900 females under instruction in Delhi ; money 
and workers seem, humanly speaking, to be all that is lacking to reap a rich harvest of souls. 
The same tale was told by Mrs. Nicholls from Cawnpore. Many of the ladies in the Zenanas 
are Christians at heart, and she has a very confident hope will in a little while declare 
themselves to be such. Miss Ollivant (from Llandaff), Miss Stopford Sackville (from Thrap- 
atone), the Hon. Eleanor Pennant (from Bangor), Miss Longley (from Hampton Court), Mrs. 
Wauchope (from Coventry), and many other correspondents, were greatly interested in meet- 
ing with these hard-working labourers, and went away inspired with fresh zeal to endeavour 
to work with renewed energy themselves in this great and hopeful cause. If the women 
become Christians, the battle is won. 

CENTRAL ASIA. 

For some years past the two or three Moravian missionaries who are shut up amid the 
heights of the Himalayas, on the confines of British India, have been seeking an opportunity 
to establish stations in Thibet. The result of the last of the annual journeys which have 
been taken with this object, is thus given by Mr. Redslob, of Kyelang (Lahoul) : '* In 
reference to the proposal to found a mission-station in Ladak, the result of my personal im- 
pressions is decidedly favourable. The natives of that province are unquestionably more 
accessible to the Gospel than those of Lahoul. There is no influential class of nobles, to 
whom the people yield blind obedience, and on account of the already existing different 
creeds, religious tolerance prevails. Experience only can teach us whether these various 
religions will combine against Christianity. Buddhism, with all its usual mildness, may 
become intolerant when conversions to the religion of Jesus begin to deprive the lamas of 
their office and their daily bread. I do not think we can look for any favours on the part 
of the Government of Cashmere. If the proposal is to be carried out, Leh, with its central 
position and numerous visitors from all parts of Thibet, would unquestionably be the right 
place for a mission-station ; from thence access to the largest and most populous villages is 
easy. It seems to me that we have now done all we can in the way of preliminary inquiry. 
May the Lord show ns clearly whether it is His will that we advance without further 
delay !" 

WEST INDIS& 

Intelligence has been received of the death of the Rev. James Mursell Phillippo, author 
of the 6tandard history of Jamaica, and a very encyclopssdia of reference in all matters relat- 
ing to that island. He had reached his eightieth year, and was forty-six years a Baptist 
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miflsionary in Jamaica, vhexe he was a fellow-worker with the illaBtrions Knibb, who did 
more than any man to bting abont tbe abolition of slavary. In the conne of his mimatij 
more than 3,000 persooa were baptized by his own hande, and united in ChristiAn fellowship. 
For his services in averting riot and bloodshed in a time of civil commotion he afterwvxdft 
received the thanks of both the Colonial and the Home Governments. 

FOLTNBSIA. 

The Rev. J. Jones, of the London Society's miseion at Mare, in the Loyal^ TdaiMJa, 
writes : " The first week in Jaaoary special prayer meetmgs were held twice a dsy all vcHmd 
the island, carrying ont the plans arranged by the Evangelical Alliaooe. I am happy to m^ 
that these prayer-meetingB have produced quite a revival among the people. Many, who 
have been living bad lives, have come forward to ask the people of God to pray for thcoif 
that their desire may be strengthened to love God and to keep His commandments. Hie 
work of God is prospering on every hand. The Papists make no converts." It may be 
remembered that the Loyalty Islands now belong to Fianoe. 

The British and Foreign BiHe Society are printing the Old Testament in Aamiyaaumt, 
the luiguage of the most southerly of the New Hebrides group, under the superintendanoe 
of the Elev. John Inglis. The natives of Aneityum have paid the society nearly J&700t» 
being full value for the New Testament, the Psalms, and the first half of the Pentateuch ; 
they have also collected money in advance to pay full price for the Old Testament, as soon 
as it is printed. 



^isceIliW0ns» 



International Fedseation fob the 
Observance of the Lo&d's-dat. — The 
programme has been issued of the proceed- 
ings of tbe Congress to be held at Berne, on 
the observance of the LordVday, immedi- 
ately alter the Conference of the Evangelical 
Alliance. The Congress commences on Mon- 
day evening, September 8, and closes on 
Wednesday, September 10. The Central 
Secretariat of the Federation is at 43, Eoute 
de Carouge, Geneval 

A CiTr Mission for Paris. — A society 
has been formed in Paris, on the model of 
the London City Mission, under the name of 
"Comite Auzilittire d'Evangelisationde Paris." 
Dr. Sonierville, who is now conducting special 
serviceti in that city, presided at the meeting 
at which the society was constituted. Pastor 
Hocart, 14, Rue Demours, Temes, Paris, is 
the Secretary, and Mr. J. M. Weyllaud, of 
the London City Mission, is tbe Correspond- 
ing Secretary for London. The committee, 
which consit^ts of seventeen memben, in- 
cludes all the English ministers in Paris. 
The Earl of Shaftesbury not only accepted 
the invitation to become the President, but 
invited a large number of ladies and gentle- 
men to meet a deputation, representing the 
Paris- committee, at his town residence in 
Grosvenor Square. At this meeting Mr. 
Weylland, the Bev. Baron Hart, and Mr. 
F. A. Bovan stated the plans of the pro- 
moters of the new effort, which, it was ex- 1 
plained, would not interfere with the working ' 



of any existing Protestant agency lor the 
spiritual good of tbe French capitaL A 
resolution was adopted expressive of thankful- 
ness to Almighty God for the formation of 
this Paris City Mission, and recognizing the 
duty of British Christians aiding the socie^ 
chiefly by the appointment of missionaries to 
the English-speaking poor resident in the 
city. The closing speech was delivered by 
Lord Shaftesbury, who remarked that there 
could be no better model than that which 
had been adopted — the London City Mission. 
A great man in France had said to him, 
" Your lordship has no idea of the amount 
of good you are doing in this great city of 
Paris." This showed that their work was 
appreciated, and he believed that they could 
not do better than make a beginning 
and send two missionaries to Paris. The 
City missionaries would get at those to whom 
they were sent, and would save them from 
Horoanism and infidelity. 

The Frbvch Methodists have just held 
their annual conference at Lausanne ; for the 
French proper and the French Swiss are, 
among Methodists, one body. Following the 
example of the parent denomination in Eng- 
land, the assembly was for the -first time 
composed of ministers and laymen ; and the 
belief is expressed that the change will much 
iu crease the interest of all members in the 
prosperity of the whole community. It was 
reported officially that ** doors were being 
opened in all parts of Catholic France." This 
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was tbe theme of the opening diaenisioD of 
the Rev. Matthew Lelidvre, who epoke of 
*' the moml needs of Fiance and the daty of 
Methodists towards her." This able preacher 
and writer is to be transferred from Nismes 
to Paris, where, as editor of the Evangeliete, 
he will hanre acoess to the earliest informa- 
tion on all qnestions afifecting the progress of 
religions liberty and evangelical enlighten- 
ment It is stated as a proof of the readiness 
of Frenchmen to receive scriptoial instruction 
that a single inhabitant of Paris who, during 
winter, distribnted five hundred New Testa- 
ments among the working men of his own 
quarter, met with but one refusal of the 
boon. Meanwhile the question of '* pro- 
cessions" seems to be the order of the day. 
The great cities are, one after another, inter- 
dicting those sacerdotal displays along the 
public way. Instructions have been sent 
out by the Ministries of the Interior, War, 
and Marine, to the civil prefects, generals in 
command, and maritime prefects to abstain 
from the old practice of '* inviting the 
functionaries under their orders to assist at 
such processions;" the Home Minister, in 
particular, intimating that such functionaries 
as think it their duty to attend them must do 
60 in their private names and without wear- 
ing official uoiforms. It appears, however, 
that no order has been issued against obliging 
Protestant soldiers to form part of the guards 
of honour on those occasions ; whereas, says 
the EvangelisUy *^ it is time our soldiers were 
left free to obey only the inspirations of their 
consciences." 

Thb Synod of ths Frbb Church of the 
Canton db Vaud met recently at Lausanne. 
There was a large attendance of members. 
M. Pastor Bonar was elected President, and 
preached the opening sermon. A deputation 
was received from the Free Church of Scot- 
land. The deputies were the Rev. Dr. 
Thomson, of Paisley, and the Rev. A. T. 
BuBcarlet, who were very cordially received, 
and their addresses attentively listened to. 
The reports that were read were of a verv 
interesting character. The report of the 
Synodal Commission was very full and elabo- 
rate, embracing the whole field of the Church'^ 
operations. It showed that though the num- 
ber of members in the various congregations, 
about 4,000, remained much the same as 
last year, yet that the labours in both the 
home and foreign mission fields give tokens 
both of blesding and promise. Reference also 
was made to the inadequate provision which 
exists for the support of the pastors, and the 
neoeasity for urging incieased liberality. The 



r^KMt was unanimously adopted in the usual 
way, by a show of hands ; after which some 
verses of a hymn were sung with great 
heartiness by the large congregation, and one 
of the number was called upon to offer up 
prayer. This seems to be the invariable 
practice at the completion of each part of the 
business. The report of the Committee on. 
Evangelization was also a very interesting 
one. The Church maintains evangelists in 
seven different parts of the world, not only 
in the Canton de Yaud, but also in French 
Savoy, and in the Transvaal, amongst the 
Magwamba, in South Africa, where their 
mission costs about £ 1,000 a-year. Last 
year, also, five pastors, after completing their 
studies in the theological hall, were ordained, 
of whom three were Spaniards, now earnestly 
at work in Spain. At present the number 
of students is twenty-six, and part of their 
preparation for future work is evangelizing 
in the neighbourhood and teaching Sabbath- 
schools. A proposal to delay filling up 
vacant charges, on account of the inadequate 
means of support, gave rise to a lively and 
interesting debate. A motion was made to 
diminish the number of pastors, or to com- 
bine two or more of the charges under one 
pastor, but it received very little support, 
and was summarily rejected. The very pro- 
posing of such a motion is an indication of 
the need of help from without, as well as of 
greater efforts within the Church to develop 
more fully the liberality of the members. 
The whole proceedings of the Synod were 
not only most orderly, but also deeply inter- 
esting. The members listened with the 
greatest patience to every speaker, and gave 
no indication either of approval or the oppo- 
site. There was uniformly a large attend- 
ance of the people, who manifested the warm- 
est interest in the various discussions. 

Bishopric of Jekubalbm. — Canon Tris- 
tram having felt compelled to decline the 
Premieres offer of the see of Jerusalem, va- 
cant by the death of Bishop Go bat, the 
appointment has been conferred, upon the 
recommendation of the Earl of Shaftesbury, 
upon the Rev. Dr. Joseph Barclay, Rector of 
Stapleford, Herts. Dr. Barclay is well ac- 
quainted with Hebrew, Arabic, and German, 
and hss translated and commented on parts 
of the Talmud. Dr. Barclay has already 
^pent ten years in Jerusalem as Incumbent 
of Christ Church and Examining Chaplain 
to the late Bishop Qobat, and possesses a 
large amount of valuable Oriental experience. 

The '*Old Bjslievbrb" in Rdbsia. — It 
is announced that the large body of dissenters 
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from the Oribodox Church, who are known 
as Old Believers^ hitherto not recognized, 
and practising religious rites under official 
ban, are to have entire liberty of worship, 
and to be allowed to build churches, become 
members of city guilds, and engage in in- 
dustrial and commercial pursuits, hitherto 
forbidden. By these reforms 12,000,000 of 
Bttssian subjects will be relieved from their 
disabilities. 

Mr. Spdrgeon's Collkoe. — ^The last re- 
port of Mr. Spurgeon's Pastors' College states 
that by its efforts no less than fifty-three 
chapels have been called into existence in 
and around London, many of which are 
living centres of earnest agencies designed to 



reach the various classes of the popnlation. 
Apart from the preaching of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the men of the Pastors* OoUcge 
are nothing; but herein lies their atreogtih 
and their glory. Added to t2ie work of 
creating churches, Mr. Spurgeon mentions 
what he considered the more difficult task 
of reviving others. In some iniitanoes 
churches have been saved from utter ex- 
tinction, and have renewed their youth, 
under the inspiring ministry of the College 
men. The prosperity of other churches has 
also been perpetuated, and their usefulness 
extended. These, with the above-mentioned, 
make a grand toted of eighty-five. 



ITiterature. 



The Later Evangelical Fathers. By M. Sbeley. 
London : Seeley, JacksoD, and Halliday. 

A CBKTURT will have elapsed, at the close of the 
present year, since John Newton left Olney for 
London and became Rector of St. Mary Wool- 
noth. He owed his appointment to that inflaen- 
tial post to the noble-minded John Thornton, 
who, during a portion of his life, at least, had 
the reputation of having " a larger sweep in the 
City than any man." Thornton heads the pro- 
cession of the " later Evangelical fathers " who, 
by the narration of their lives, seem to pass 
before ns in these attractive sketches. Of 
"Thornton the great/' as Cowper called him, 
who not only sat in Parliament, but bad three 
sons sitting with him in the House at the same 
time, we know too little. But enough is known 
to warrant all that is here said of him, includ- 
ing Sir James Stephen's description of the man 
as "a merchant renowned in his generation for 
a munificence more than princely." The story 
of John Newton's remarkable life follows that 
of Thornton. Both bom in the first quarter of 
the last century, {they were fast friends, and 
each served his generation long and well. In 
the second quarter of the century were bom 
William Cowper, John Scott, and Richard Cecil ; 
and accordingly one chapter is devoted to the life 
and inflaenoe of the amiable but afflicted Evan- 
gelical poet ; another to the work wrought and 
the position occupied by the diligent Evangelical 
pastor and commentator ; anda third to the power- 
ful miniatry of the gifted Evangelical preacher — 
" the one clerical s;enius of his party," as Bishop 
Wilberforce called him. As in the case of Thorn- 
ton, we long to know more of Cecil, and but for 
himself, we might. ' 'A few of his sermons, " we are 
here told, " were published, and they have been 
regarded as perfect models. He also at various 
times wrote a great deal, and had at one time 



many MSS. intended for the press ; but when 
his health failed, he enjoined his wife to bom 
all after his death ; and she, finding nothing leas 
than a promise would pacify his agitatni mind, 
was obliged reluctantly to give it, making one 
exception, to which he agreed." Yet Bishop 
Daniel Wilson, who knew him well, remarked 
that no one could form an adequate notion of his 
powers as a public speaker from his printed 
sermons. There were occasions on which, the 
Bishop tells us, he displayed such "a compre- 
hension of mind, a native dignity, a aublimi^ 
of conception, a richness and fertility of imsgery, 
which captivated and astonished his audience." 
The third quarter of the century gave birth to 
William Wilberforce, Charles Simeon, Henry 
Martin, and Josiah Pratt. The careers of these 
eminent men are traced in the remaining pages 
of the work. It is seen how, with diversities of 
gifts, there were diversities of operations, but 
how each man, working in accordance with his 
native powers and mental tendencies, performed 
the task given to him by the same common 
Master, the whole conducing to one beneficent 
design. Thus is here traced the origin of the 
Church Missionary Society and other movements 
with which the term Evangelical has become 
iodissolubly associated. The review of the pist 
presented in these pages, while it may wellang- 
gest encouragement, in looking at what has been 
achieved, should surely quicken afresh the zeal 
and devotedness of those who are called to sus- 
tain the labours which the ** later Evangelicsl 
fathers" originated. Miss Seeley herself has 
done a good work in thus bringing into a small 
compass so much of importance and interest in 
the religious history of the last oentary, which 
might remain unknown to the present genera- 
tion if it had to be sought over a wider area. 
She disclaims any attempt at impartial criticism 
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of tbe men of whom she writes, ind whose nmmes 
hftve been, as she tells as, from her eartiest years 
the names of Fathers in the Church. Bat if we 
haye not critiniaai, we have, instead, what is 
even better— that insight into charaoter whioh 
arises from warm sympathy with the aims of 
some of the noblest litres ever lived, from an 
accurate appreciation of the work whioh the 
men in question accomplished, and from an 
ever-present recognition of the fact that they 
were bat instruments in the hand of the great 
Lord of the vineyard, who assigned to each his 
appropriate place therein, and enabled him to 
fulfil its specific duties. On the whole, this 
volume may be pronounced to be at once of 
much present interest and permanent value. 

The ApproacMng End of the Age Viewed in the 
Light qf History, Propheq/, and Science. By 
H. Grattak uuinnkss. Second Edition. 
London : Hodder and Stonghtoo. 

Thi leading featares of this work we described 
to our readers in a notice on its first ap- 
pearanoe. {Evan, Chris., 1878, p. 214.) In 
several respects, however, the present edition 
appears to be an improvement upon its pre- 
decessor. It has not only undergone revision 
and dorrection, but contains additional matter, 
some portion of which is of much historical in- 
terest. Thus, there is now added a complete 
calendar of the *' Times of the Oentiles,*' show- 
ing, in nnbroken sequence, the main events 
from the beginning of the Babylonian monarchy 
to the present day. This calendar gives the 
names of the various monarchs of different 
dynasties, who have succeeded each other in the 
headship of the four great empires symbolized 
by the fourfold image of Danie], together with 
their respective dates, and the leading events of 
the history. 

The Christian: being a Course qf Practical 
Sermons. By Samctel Walkeb, b.a., Curate 
of Truro. Twelfth Edition. Edited by Thomab 
OssxNB. London : Hamilton, Adams, and Co. 

Canok Rtle, in a sketch of the life and ministry 
of Samuel Walker, of Truro (reprinted from his 
"Christian Leaders of the Last Centurj"), 
semarks upon the favourable impression of 
Walker*s powers as a preacher which he has 
received from his published sermons, among 
whioh he names those contained in this volume. 
** For simplicity, directness, vivacity, and home 
appeals to the heart and conscience,** says Canon 
Byle, " I am disposed to assign them a very high 
rank among the sermons of a hundred years ago. 
It is my deliberate impression, that if he had 
been an itinerant* like Whitefield, and had not 
oonfined himself to his pulpit at Truro, he would 
probably have been reckoned one of the best 
preachers of his day." These aermons have all 



the characteristics attributed to them in the 
quotation we have given above. The topics of 
which they treat are the cardinal truths of the 
Gospel ; the sinfulness, misery, i^d helplessness 
of man ; the power and love of Christ ; the 
nature and operation of faith in Christ ; and the 
character and results of the change wrought 
upon the heart by Ctod's regenerating and sancti* 
f ying grace. 

Tfie Upward Oaze, By Aoim Gibkbmb. 
London : Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday. 

A SBRiBS of devout meditations— or rather a 
meditation, divided into sections — on the per- 
son and work of the Bedeemer. The whole is 
so arranged as to present a brief portion for each 
day throughout a month. Believing that there 
is a tendency in some of the works which are 
now issued, on the Christisn life, unduly to 
foster introspection or self-contemplation, the 
authoress says but little about personal experi- 
ence, except to lead from self to a more constant 
"looking unto Jesus.*' Scriptand in its teach- 
ing, and practical in its aim, the thoughtful 
perusal of this little book can scarcely fail to 
promote Christian edification. 

Ward and Lock*s Pictorial Guide to London, 
London : Ward, Lock, and Co. 

A MANUAL which will afford to strangers to the 
metropolis an easy and agreeable introduction to 
a knowledge of its chief public buildings, tho- 
roughfares, and objects of interest. Nine routes, 
in order to see London in its length and breadth, 
are marked out and described for the benefit of 
the visitor ; and ihe means of railway transit^ and 
omnibus, tram-car, and steam-boat accommoda- 
tion, are explained intelligibly and in detail. 

The Hightful Claim qf Foreign Missions. By an 
Elder. London : James Nisbet and Co. 

A BBPRIMT from the Catholic Presbyterian of an 
article in which the writer shows how wide is 
the difference between the theory and the prac- 
tice of professing Christians in respect of foreign 
missionary enterprise as compared with the work 
of the Church at home. He maintains, first, that 
"the home churches might well agree to put a 
stop to church building ;'* and next, that " home 
mission work needs to be put on an entirely 
different footing." In conclusion, he writes : 
"I appeal to men familiar with the Word of 
life, competent to discern its meaning, capable 
of interpreting the purpose of Christ in relation 
to the nations of the world ; and I invite them 
to take for their text this thought, and to seek 
to impress it upon the membership of their 
churches— our personal Service for the perishing 
at home, our costliest offerings for the perishing 
abroad." 
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THE BASLE CONFERENCE, 

AUairST 81, AND FOLLOWINa DATS. 

There bave been some modifications in the piognaioae and aixuigements for the 
approaching General Conference. It is very desiraUe that thoae who may intend to Tuit 
Basle on the occasion should, without delay, eommnnioate with the Secretaries of the 
Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. Girds entitling to reduoed railway fares, md 
also to admission to the various meetings, are supplied to all members and friends who may 
apply for them. The hotel accommodation, at reduced rates, has been largely appropriated, 
but is still available for a few other friends. For those who intend to make use of Prince 
Bismarck's concession, it may be necessary to repeat that they lAiouid take the Great 
Eastern return ticket to Antwerp, then proceed to Mela, where they will obtain a single 
journey ticket for Basle. On presenting their Alliance credentials, this ticket will be 
stamped by the officials, so that it can be retained for the return journey, which will then 
be free from Basle to Metz. 

Messrs. T. Cook and Son issue tourist tickets and hotel coupons for those who may 
wish to make circular tours from Basle ; but it is advisable to secure these tickets before 
leaving London. 

Those who do not receive tickets of admission to the various Conference Meetings, etc., 
should apply, on arrival in Basle, at the Alliance Office, Vereinshau^ Nadelberg 6. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



The usual monthly meeting of Council was 
held on Thursday, July 10 ; John Finch, 
Eaq., in the chair. After reading the Scrip- 
ttXKB, \iAyex was offered by Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon. 

KXW MXICBBBS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 

William Atchison, Eeq., London. 
Mrs. Blackwood, London. 
Mrs. A^gs, London. 
The Rev. J. Dunlop, London. 
Miss Thomas, Blackheath. 
Miss Amy Stileman, Blackheath. 
Colonel AnderBon, Blackheath. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dru Drury, Blackheath. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alleup, Blackheath. 
Admiral Sir Crawford Caffin, K.C.B., Black- 
heath. 
Miss Caffin, Blackheath. 
MisB Bertha and Miss A. Caffin, Blackheath. 
Miss M. L. Gillespie, Blackheath. 
Colonel Macqueen, Blackheath. 
Colonel Foster, Woolwich. 
The Rev. Alan H. Watts, Greenwich. 
G. H. Pole, Esq., Cambridge. 
Mies Hester Bellingham, Houth. 
if las Henrietta Bellingham, Houth. 
The Rev. W. Shillito, Newport. 
The Rev. James Renny, Cardiff. 
The Rev. D. Kennedy, Cardiff. 
The Rev. James Smith, Cardiff. 
Miss Hopkins, Cardiff, 



S. Campbell Cory, Esq., Cardiff. 
— Francis, Esq., Ilfracombe. 
The Rev. W. S. Seaton, Ilfracombe. 
N. Vye, Esq., J.P., Ilfracombe. 
The Rev. D. Robertson and Mrs. Robert- 
son, Norwood. 
R. F. Horton, Esq., b.a., Oxford. 
The Rev. Richard Solomon, Carmarthen. 
Geoige Stephens, Esq., Carmarthen. 
T. Batstone, Esq., Carmarthen. 
D. N. Jones, Esq., Carmarthen. 
Mrs. Morgan, Carmarthen. 
The Rev. Thomas Gibson Seymour, Bath. 
The Rev. William Austin Smith, Bath. 
The Rev. Frederick Beckley, Bath. 

WBEKLT FRATER-MBGTINO. 

Mr. Matheeon proposed that the weekly 
meeting for prayer, which has during the 
past three months been held in the Council- 
room, should be officially recognized by the 
Council, and that not only members of the 
Alliance, but brethren known to membeo, 
should also be invited to attend. Further, 
that at these meetings special pmyer should 
always be made for the promotion of unino 
among Christian workers in this country, and 
for the power of the Holy Spirit in graatly 
increased measure to rest upon ail such 1^ 
bourers in Christ's service. Approved. 

NEW HKMBBBB OT OOUNOIL. 

It was resolved that the Rev. Oanoo 
Fleming and Dr. E. B. Underhill be ap- 
pointed members of this Council. 
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MKBTINGS. 

Major-Genenl Field reported a drawiog- 
Toom meeting having taken placa at the 
residence of Mrs. Hitchcock, Norfolk Cres- 
centy on the 19 th of June, which was well 
attended. An address was given by General 
Field on the Principles and Work of the 
Alliance, and several other friends advocated 
its cause. 

A very influential lawn meeting was also 
held on the 30th of June, at the residence of 
Sir Crawford Caffin, k.c.b,, in the interests 
of the Alliance. It was largely attended, 
and addresses were given by the Rev Mr. 
Backe, Vicar of Lee, and by Major Malan. 
General Field, as Secretary, also gave infor- 
mation as to the principles, objects, and work 
of the Alliance. 

Mr. Arnold reported that he had attended 
meetings, for the second time, in Sonth 
Wales. 

At Cardiff, a drawing-room meeting had 
been held again at the house of R. Cory, 
Esq.; the attendance including clergymen 
and ministers of various denominations. In 
the evening a public meeting was held in the 
Town Hall, the Mayor presiding. At both 
meetings much interest was evinced in the 
work of the Alliance, and many additional 
members obtained. A meeting was again 
held at Newport (Mon.), in the Rooms of 
the Young Men's Christian Association. 



Mr. Arnold had also attended meetings in 
Ilfracombe. A branch was formed on the 
occasion of his visit last year, and a weekly 
united prayer-meetin g established, which has 
been continued with increasing interest ever 
since. In connection with the present vidt, 
a sermon on Christian Union was preached 
in the Church of St Philip, by the Rev. J. 
M. Hawker, Treasurer of Exeter Cathedral, 
to a numerous congregation. In the after- 
noon a garden party was given by John 
Howland, Esq.; and in the evening a public 
meeting was held in the Town Hall, presided 
over by N. Vye, Esq., j.p. There was a 
large attendance, and an inereasing interest 
manifested in the work of the Alliance. Many 
new members were enrolled. 

It was resolved that the best thanks of the 
Council be presented to Admiral Sir Craw- 
ford Caffin, to Mrs. Hitchcock, to R. Cory, 
E^q., of Cardiff^ and to John Howland, Esq., 
of Ilfracombe, for their kindness in convening 
meetings at their houses in behalf of the 
Alliance, and to the Rev. Treasurer Hawker 
for his admirable sermon, preached in Ilfra- 
combe. 

finaugb. 
The Finance Committee submitted cash 
statement for the eleven months ending May 
3l8t ; and in view of the closing of the 
financial year. Auditors were appointed. 



SOUTH LONDON 
The monthly social meeting for June was 
held at the residence of Edward Bailey, Esq., 
Leigham Court Road, Streatham. 

Among the visitors present was the Rev. 

Dr. Schaff, of New York, who expressed his 

conviction that the indirect influence of the 

Evangelical Alliance was great, as well aa its 

direct influence. He considered that its 

principles were embodied in the constitution 

of the Bible Revision Company, sitting at 

Westminster, composed of bishops and other 

dignitaries of the Church of England, and 

ministers of various Nonconformist bodies. 

The Americam New Testament Translation 

Conmiittee, consisting of representatives of 

different denominationa of Christians, were 

conferring with the English Company, and 

this was a result of the Conference of the 

Evangelical Alliance held in New York, 

which produced a happy effect upon the 

whole American community. Inspiration and 

encouragement for every good work went 

out from that Conference, and he hoped the 

Evangelical Alliance would again hold a 

Conference in the United Statea. Another 



SUB-DIVISION. 

result of the New York Conference was an 
agreement with reference to the exploration 
of Palestine ; the Americans taking the 
east and the English the west of the Jordan. 
A new map is now in preparation. He con- 
sidered the Bible the best commentary on Pales- 
tine, and Palestine on the Bible. 'All its allu- 
sions to scenery and customs and modes of tra« 
veiling were founded in fact and truth ; so that 
even Renan called Palestine the Fifth GospeL 
The Evangelical Alliance makes it possible 
for Christians to work together in different 
fields. Again, lefexring to Bible revision, 
he said bishops and deans, Methodists and 
Baptists, were working hannoniously together, 
not to produce a new translation, but to 
bring the English version nearer to the mind 
of the Spirit, retaining the idiom and aroma, 
but bringing it up to the standard of the 
Greek and Hebrew ; and he considered that^ 
if accepted, the new tmnslation will be the 
greatest monument of the spirit of union. 
Their desire is to insure its reception by the 
40,000,000 of English-speaking Americans, 
aa well aa by the English themaelvei. He 
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referred to the wonderful material progress of 
the world since the invention of printing, 
the discovery of America, and the Reforma- 
tion. By railroads, telegraphs, and steam, 
the whole world has been brought into closer 
connection; and he trusted there would be 
corresponding advancement in all that per- 
tains to religious life; Christians being 



brought nearer to the Cross in prayer, where 
all differences were solved ; and the nearer we 
are to Christ the nearer are we to each other. 
After a few words from the Rev. Dr. 
Stanton (Cincinnati), the Rev. E. G. Porter 
(Lexington, U.S.), and by Major-Genend 
Field and Mr. A. J. Arnold (Secretaries), 
the company adjourned for refreshments. 



IRISH 

A meeting of Council was held on July 15 ; 
the Right Hon. William Brooke in the chair. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : The Rev. Dr. 
Fuller, the Rev. J. T. Waller, the Rev. F. K. 
Bird, John Blakeley, Esq., and Miss Lunel, 
Dublin ; Major Ward, B.A., the Rev. R. 
Hazelton, the Rev. T. H. Smithers, and J. 
Wilson, Athlone ; Alexander Elliott, the Rev. 
J. Carson, and J. Harpur, Esq., Ballinasloe ; 
Alexander Moon, Esq., Gkdway ; Richard 
Joynt, Esq., Benjamin Johnston, Esq., Samuel 
Walker Hume, Esq., and William Thompson, 
Esq., Ballina. 

The Secretary reported that, in company 
with the Rev. J. K. Latham, b.d.. Rector of 
Wexford, he had recently visited the West 
of Ireland as a deputation from the Alliance. 
Public meetings had been held in Athlone, 
Ballinasloe, Galway, Clifden, Westportj Bal- 
lina, Enniscrone, and Sligo. Considerable 
interest had been manifested, in the various 
places, in the objects and work of the Al- 
liance, and a number of persons expressed 
their wish to be admitted to membership. 

A unanimous and cordial vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. Latham for his valuable 
services in advocating the cause of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. 



BRANCH. 

The Secretary submitted the report of the 
examinations which had been held through- 
out Ireland in April last, in connection with 
the scheme for promoting the study of 
Christian Evidences and Protestant Theology. 
A fourth prize and a second class certificate 
had been gained in the senior grade by candi- 
dates from Belfast. Second, fourth, and fifth 
prizes, nine first class and fourteen second 
class certificates were gained by candidates 
from other parts of Ireland. Three prizes 
were given in the department of Protestant 
Theology. 

Satisfaction was expressed at the suceess 
which had been attained, and it was hoped 
that the effort to promote the study of these 
important branches of Christian truth would 
be still more widely extended in the ensuing 
year. 

The examinations in Christian Evidences 
were held in connection with the Christian 
Evidence Society of London, and were open 
to candidates from all parts of the United 
Kingdom. As it is the first year in which 
classes have been established generally 
throughout Ireland, no candidates came for- 
ward for examination in the senior grade 
except from Belfast. 



RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN SPAIN. 



The following letter, which has been 
lately received from Spain, will call forth 
sympathy towards brethren who are exposed 
to much persecution in their endeavours to 
carry the Gospel to their benighted country- 
men. In Vigo, in Galicia, two missionaries 
are labouring, and with reference to them the 
Oloho, a newspaper published in Madrid, 
states : " We are informed by a correspondent 
in Vigo that two Protestant pastors, Messrs. 
Blamire and Wigstone, residents of that city, 
having hired a house in Morgadenes for the 
purpose of preaching there, were confronted 
on the road to that place by a crowd of more 
than 150 men, at whose head were three 



were not wanted in the country, and would 
get into difficulty if they persisted in preaching 
there. They made no reply, and went 
quietly on their way till they heard a report 
of a gun, which appears to have been a pre- 
concerted signal. Immediately a volley of 
stones was poured upon them, several of 
which hit and wounded them. They rsn, 
the crowd pursuing them with yells and 
showers of stones till they reached a coach 
which was waiting for them, in which they 
escaped." 

Commenting on these violent proceedings, 
the Olobo adds : ** The fanaticism of certain 
people, stirred up by the selfish interests of 



priests, one of whom burst upon them with those who wish no competition, may bring us 
tierce threats and abuse, telling them they into serious trouble. Moreover, the Pro- 
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teatant pastors who retarn to their conatry 
are looked upon as missionary heroes, and are 
admired as much for their bravery and their 
sufferings as those who retarn from the interior 
of Africa." 

The writer of this commnnication further 
states that ^ fanaticism appears to be aroused 
to new venom in various parts of the country. 
The day before yesterday I went to the town 
of La Lueza, in the province of Zaragoza, 
talked with various people about the Gospel, 
and distributed tracts. In the afternoon I 
noticed that several of the people seemed 
afraid of me, and some refused tracts, which 
none had done in the morning. Having 
finished my work, I started to walk across 
the fields to the railway station, six miles 
away. When about a mile ou the way I 
noticed the priest of the town, accompanied 
by two other men, walking very rapidly by a 
shorter road to intercept my path. They 
faced me at the ford of a stream, and as soon 
as I came up the priest burst upon me with 
fury, actually foaming at the mouth in his 
rage. * What right have you to bring your 
poison to this town to destroy the souls of my 
flock ? Don't you' know that you have been 
breaking the laws of Spain, which forbid 
all public manifestation of your damnable 
heresies ? The two others, who assumed to 



be officers of justice, the Alcalde (mayor) and 
a policeman, I suppose, joined in here. 
'You are a criminal; we take you into 
custody, and you shall return with us im- 
mediately.' I told them that talking of the 
Gospel in private houses and giving tracts had 
never been interpreted in the Spanish courts 
as public manifestations contrary to the re- 
ligion of the State; but if they wished me 
to return to the town with them, I should 
be happy to do so, as it would give me further 
opportunity to speak there of the GospeL 
They were greatly taken aback at my readi- 
ness to go with them, and concluded that it 
would not be best ; said they would let me 
go this time, but that if I dared to set foot 
in their town again they would give me the 
severest punishment. They then said I must 
sign a written promise never to propagate my 
doctrines there again. I assured them I should 
promise nothing of the kind, and went on my 
way rejoicing, while they repeated their 
threats in case I ever dared to come again. 
There are a few in that village who have 
learned the Gospel in France, but I was not 
able to see them, as they were all away at 
work in the harvest fields. They have pro- 
bably never before seen a foreign Protestant 
in their village." 



EVANGELICAL WORK IN MEXICO. 



City of Mexico, May I, 1879. 

Evangelical Christendom is a regular and 
welcome visitor at my Mexican home. It 
brings us items of good news from other 
lands far away, where the blessed Gospel 
ijB preached and the religion of Jesus is 
gaining upon the minds and hearts and 
lives of the people. Such news we receive 
with joy, and communicate it to others here 
fur encouragement. 

But so far I have seen nothing in your 
periodical from Mexico. We do not wish to 
be forgotten in our evangelical work in this 
republic by our Lord's workmen in other 
countries. A report or statement was made 
at a public convention in your country, last 
October, representing the mission work in 
Mexico, but the lady making that report 
forgot to mention the larger part of what 
has been done. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States has contributed 
largely to the Mexican mission cause, but the 
other churches have accomplished far greater 
results. They have devoted themselves very 
earnestly to establishing schools and preach- 
ing the Gospel to the people. Their efforts 



have been very successful. And not only 
have these denominations (Presbyterian, 
Baptist, lilethodist, etc.) the pleasure of 
seeing the number of their adherents in- 
creasing constantly, but the spirituality of 
religion is more understood, enjoyed, and 
demonstrated. I recently saw a native 
Presbyterian minister in a Methodist con- 
ference telling of the divine blessing he had 
experienced, and as he told the story of his 
conversion tears of grateful joy ran down his 
cheeks ; and with much feeling, others testi- 
fied to the same experience. 

You will see from the Ecangdiato Mexieatio, 
which we now publish in this city, and which 
I send you, that we have here a " Mexican 
Evangelical Alliance,^' which is doing much 
good« In this the various Presbyterian and 
Methodist ministers, who constitute the larger 
part of the Mexican ministry, are united and 
work together in harmony. They have not 
been able, however, to persuade their friends 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church to unite 
with them, or even to attend their meetings. 

The Mexican Evangelical Alliance has a 
union worship once a month, alternating from 



256 



XVANOVLieAL CHBIffTBKBair. 



one ebiiTch to anotber. Last Sunday this 
union service was lield in the San Andres 
Church, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Although this house is quite large, 
it could not contain all the people who came. 
The sermons, the singing, the prayers, all 
were excellent, and the congregation numi- 
fested the deepest interest in the worship of 
the true and living Qod. The interest and 



influence of these meetingB aie i ncieasing ; 
and the prospects of the work thnyogbont 
the republic are very eneouraginf . 

It would afford us great pleasure to he 
able to send a representative to the n«xt 
Oneral Conference of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. 

W. M. PATnsaov. 



GO5TRIBUT10NS RECEIVKD SIMCB HAT IS. 



Mn. Edward FHxmp • 
J. fini''onl, Kbq. . 
B«T. C Olrdlwlone 
Hr. Wilitani Condy . 
Colonel MontRomnle Nailaon 
Mr. 0«orge Hooper . 
Southampton firaaeb, p«r R. R. 

Oka,EMi. . 
Rot. Hartvn Bart 
Colonel Johnston (rab. and don. ) 
AnooTotoua . . . • 
JoMph Fortter, Em}. . 
Xra. Uambleton . 
Vln Northmore . 
Rev. a Cooke 
Harold ^^mlih. Kaq. . 
Xn. and the MlaaM Cochrane 
Rev. Allen T. Edwards 
J. H. ma, Esq. . 
VlMlI.A.mil . 
John GhllUngwortb, Esq. 
Rev. A. A. Isaaoi 
W. J. Johnson, Esq. 
Rer. John Hartler and Xra. 

Hartley 
W. J. SqaarSk Esq. 
Mrs. Bury . 
H. Maelsan, Esq. 
W. K. Jame«, Esq. 
C. H. Morten, Esq. 
O. a Courthope, Esq. 
Lady Buxton 
Rer. J. M. Budden 
ReT. Dr. Dykes . 
Mr. H. W. Bradbury 
London Ladles' Committee, per 

Mrs. Oritton 
Rev. J. Arthur Buxton 
Rbt. H. Grattan Omnness 
Kra B. Giattan Goluness 
Henry Morris, Esq. . 
W. A. Lambert, Esq. . 
H. T. Ravenshaw, &q. 
J. R. Vaicey, Esq. 
R. B Searie, Esq. 
Rer. E. T. Prust . 
Rer. Foeter Rogers 
Ohptain W. A. dandlson 
Richard Corfkeld, Etq. 
Mra L. aCarr . 
T. O. Wsfterhouse, Esq. 
Th e Ear l of Osvan 
W. SBeneeiJIaq. . 
W. Tau. Esq. . 
Rev. J. Wood 
Liverpool SabHorlptions, psr R. 

Bebson, Ksq. . 
Mies C. & Bhaw . 
Rev. W. Wippett . 
Oeome Slater, Esq. 
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SEPTEMBER, 1879. 
THE MONTH. 

Another Parliamentary Session has closed, and Her Majesty has once mora relieved 
the members of both Houses from their responsible and arduous toils. As regards 
the actual legislation achieved, it must be acknowledged by candid critics, of what- 
ever party, that no session within living memory has been so barren of result. Of 
seventeen measures introduced by Government, six only have been placed upon the 
Statute-book. The session has been, indeed, described by an influential Opposition 
member as the longest, the dreariest, and the most wearisome within the range of 
his experience. On that point opinions may differ, and may perhaps unconsciously 
be coloured by the political or party bias of those by whom they ara expressed. 
Towards the close of the session there has been a revival of the flagging interest of 
members, a determination to carry certain measures, and an energy and perseverance 
unwonted for the season, and which, had it been earlier displayed, might have 
availed to pass into law many of the Bills now included in the annual '^ massacre of 
the innocents." But, during the greater portion of the time that Parliament has 
sat, there has been, from whatever cause, a want of firmness and decision in the 
conduct of parliamentary business, which, especially considering the majority at 
the disposal of Ministers, has exposed them to the charge of feebleness and vacilla- 
tion. It must of course, in justice, be remembered that the present Cabinet was 
placed in power to arrest rather than to develop legislation of a political com- 
plexion, designed to embody the views and aims which are distinctive of the leading 
parties in the State. At the same time the Ministry have taken credit for the 
desire and intention to pass various social measures of improvement required by the 
exigencies of the day ; and it is alleged by some that in this respect their perform- 
ances have each year become fewer and of less account. Perhaps the most important 
of the Bills which this session have been passed are the Army Discipline and 
Banking Bills, and of these the former has been materially modified, whilst the 
latter was not included in the original programme of the Government. Three other 
measures of importance — the Summary Jurisdiction Bill, the Public Works* Loans 
Bill, and the Corrupt Practices Bill — were only carried at the session's close. The 
Cabinet, however, are responsible for their Irish University Bill — a measure of a 
different character, having important political and ecclesiastical bearings upon the 
future well-being of the sister island. The enactment of this Bill has, for the 
pre3ent, stayed the schemes of the Romish hierarchy, who have for years been bent 
upon the establishment of a Roman Catholic University, to which should be 
affiliated numerous colleges, under their own absolute control, but endowed and 
supported by the State. The O'Conor Don's project, much to the satisfaction of 
aU Protestants, has been of necessity withdrawn. This, at any rate, is one achieve- 
ment of the session. That the Romish agitation may be by-and-by revived, is but 
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too probable, since the scheme of the Ministry can in no sense satisfy the priests; 
but it is something, and a matter of no small importance, to hare stopped its pro* 
gress for the present. / 

The Ministry, at the last, have inserted in their Irish University Bill a clause 
which materially modified its character, and is designed at once to fulfil literally the 
promise to the Protestants and Voluntaries that no Bomish TTniversity should be 
endowed, whilst it pacifies the Romanists by holding out to them the prospect of 
an annual parliamentary vote for scholarships and fellowships. The conduct of the 
Cabinet in- this matter reminds us of the anticipations of Earl Granville, who, on 
the introduction of the measure, charged the Government with not having fdUy 
shown their hand. There was no reason, save the fear of imperilling the Bill and 
alienating the Protestant section of its supporters, why the clause enabling the 
Senate to prepare a scheme for providing scholarships and fellowships should not 
have been inserted in the Bill as it originally stood. The measure, as it now 
stands, is a compromise which unsettles much and can settle nothing finally. 

The Convocation of York follows in the wake of that of Canterbury. Although 
differing on some points of the proposed alterations in the Rubrics, both the 
Northern and Southern Convocations are agreed upon the fkr more important matter 
of the BUI, which it is hoped Parliament may be induced to pass, virtually divesting 
itself of its own right to legislate in Church affairs, in order to confer that right on 
Convocation ! This result was to be expected. Nothing could be more in ooa> 
sonance with the aims of those who regard the clergy as the sole interpreters of the 
Church's doctrine, and the exclusive possessors of authority to regulate her practioe. 
No alteration of Rubrics can of itself be of half the moment of a legislative act which 
shall practically endue the clergy with the freedom which independent religious oom- 
munities enjoy, whilst they yet retain the prestige, endowments, and privil^es of a 
Church in full connection with the State. Both Houses of the Convocation of Gsn- 
terbury, after discussion, have agreed upon an address to the Crown, presenting the 
alterations which they have suggested in the Rubrics, but adding that they do not 
invite the sanction of Parliament to these changes until the Bill which they porpoae 
submitting to Her Majesty shall have passed into a law. In the Conyocat&m of 
Tork, the Upper House, by successive divisions, refused to sanction any alteratkm 
with reference to the Athanasian Creed, either in the rubric or by making the use 
of the Creed optional. In the Lower House, in relation to the Ornaments Bahrie, 
a resolution was adopted analogous to that passed at Westminster, prohibiting the 
use, by the clergy of each diocese, of any vestments forbidden by the bishop; bat this 
resolution was rejected by the Upper House. Matters in this respect consequently 
remain in statu quo. On these two points, therefore, the dedsion of the Nortfiem 
differs firom that of the Southern Province, but their essejitial unanimity is manifest 
in the final resolution adopted by the former — that any legislation founded upon 
recommendations for the alteration of the Rubrics '' should be effected in the manner 
provided by the draft Bill agreed to by the Convocation of Canterbury." However 
much, therefore, Convocation may be divided against itself; however, and to what 
extent, the Northern Province may differ from the Southern, or either ELouse, in each 
province from the other, — ^its members agreed that the initiative of all Church legis- 
lation, and all discussion upon such legislation, should be withdrawn, if possible, from 
Parliament, and the affaii's of the National Church administered, so fiir as may be, 
free horn all control or intervention by the nation's representatives. As we have 
already said, we do not believe that any Parliament, however willing some may 
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think it to resign its privilegeSf or but ligbtly to esteem their exercise, will ever 
consent to snch an abdication of its authority as this. 



Those who take the trouble to peruse the draft of the " Rites and Ceremonies 
Bill," laid by the Bishop of Carlisle on the table of the House of Lords, will not 
accuse us of exaggeration in our estimate of its character and aims. It professes to 
be an Act simply for the regulation and amendment, from time to time, as circum- 
stances may req^uire, of tbe rites and ceremonies of the Church. Although designed 
to have force in the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, it is not intended to apply 
to Wales ! It provides that from time to time Convocation may lay before Her 
Majesty in Council " schemes " for alterations of and additions to the rubrics and 
directions in the Book of Common Prayer, and for providing additional services and 
prayers for public worship. These ^' schemes," should Her Majesty see fit, are to be 
laid before both Housea of Parliament, if sitting, and if not sitting, within twenty- 
one days of the beginning of the session next ensuing^ Should Parliament, within 
forty days after the scheme shall have been laid before i(, request Her Ubjesty to 
withhold from it her assent, no farther proceedings in respect of it shall be takea 
tkiring thai session ; but if no audi exception to the change proposed be offered, the 
Quaenmay forthwith make an order in Council ratifying Uie said scheme and giving it 
the foroe of law. Such orders when made shall be gasetted, and shall thenceforwaid 
be as valid as if the snbjeot-matter thereof were included in and enacted by this Bill. 
These are the main provisions of the measure, and they are certainly both instructive 
and signifinant. Why, we may first ask, is Wales exoluded from the operation of 
the Bill) Why, we next inquire, is Her Majesiy in Council invested with the 
power to put her veto at once and for ever on the ''scheme "? And if she have not 
this power, what is meant by the words ''if Her Majesty shall see fit" 1 Again, 
why, if Parliament shall disapprove the scheme, are further proceedings respecting 
it to be postponed /or that session onlyy and not entirely withdrawn ? The investing 
with the force of law any measure that has never been discussed by Parliament, is of 
itself sufficiently unconstitutional ; but it is even more so to confer upon the Queen 
alone the power to quash a measure which the bishops and clergy regard as of serious 
importance to the Church. Nor is it respectful to a Parliament which has once 
expressed its disapproval of the "scheme" to bring it forward again and again in 
each saoceeding session of that Parliament. Surely, moreover, changes of the im- 
portance contemplated, if of necessity for England, are of equal necessity for Wales. 
The entiro Bill, as we interpret it, is foreign to the spirit of the British Constitution, 
prejudicial to the rights and interests of the laity of the Church of England, and 
rspognant alike to the principles of justice, common sense, and civil and religious 
fiwedom. 

The apprehensions of those eminent men, both amongst the cleigy and laity, 
who, twenty-five years since, predicted danger to the Church from the revival, even 
in a partial form, of Convocation and its powers, have by the recent proceedings of 
that body been abundantly justified. The course pursued by Convocation in 
endeavouring to limit the power of Parliament in ecclesiastical affairs to a mere 
assent to or dissent from its own enactments is, in the strictest sense of the term, a 
revolutionary course. It reverses all the ordinary modes of procedure in reference 
to the enactment and repeal of laws ; it tends, and is designed, to exalt the power 
of the clergy, and to make their authority independent of the nation's will. It 
is but a first step towards that emancipation of the clergy from secular control 
which is incompatible with their position as ministers of a Church estebUshed 
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by law, and supported by the Dation. The qnestioiis vhiob, a quarter of a 
century ago, were put in reference to the revival of ConvoeaUony may, with even 
greater force, be propounded now, when that body can be judged of by its 
fruits. Is the authority claimed by Convocation warranted by Scripture t Is 
the existence of such a Synod needful or to be desired f Is its interventian 
salutary, is it even safe! We often, too often perhaps, hear the cry of ''the 
Church in danger " when some grievance is to be remedied or some wronff to be 
redressed, but surely the Church of England, as an outward institution, is in mr more 
danger from within than from without — from its professed friends and even certain 
of its leaders, thsn from those who are assumed to be its foes. No enemies to the 
Church of England can be so powerful or so mischievous as those who would lomke 
its continuance incompatible with civil fL*eedom, or who would lay claim, on behalf 
of its bishops and clergy, to a supremacy which, in the end, could only bring about 
its overthrow. 

Whilst we write, the public mind is disturbed by serious apprehensions in rela- 
tion to the harvest. A brief interval of sunshine, which had revived the hopes of 
our agricnltnriats, has been followed by a recurrence of heavy rains, gales, and 
storms, which, resulting in many districts in serious floods, have again awakened the 
gravest fears in eveiy section of society. It is now certain that the harvest must be 
late. It is also certain that the quantity will be below the average, taking one dis- 
trict with another. Even, therefore, should the weather be propitious for the next 
few weeks, the season will be a hard one for the fJEmners, and agriculture, equally 
with trade and commerce, will remain depressed. Were it not that both in Canada 
and the United States abundant crops are found, the pressure of privation on con- 
sumers — that is, on the population generally — ^would undoubtedly be keenly felt. 



In France, the decision on the Jules Ferry Education Bill is for the present 
postponed, owing to the rising of the Chambers. The Deputies have passed the 
measure, but the Committee of the Senate to whom the Bill has been referred have 
eliminated the seventh clause, withdrawing from the clergy and religious orders the 
control of the education of the people. The report of M. Felletan to the Senate on 
the petitions which have been presented wholesale against this Bill, and the mode in 
which they were got up, shows that the clergy in France, when contending for the 
interests of '< the Church," can be as unscrupulous and mendacious as the Romish 
priests in any country, and as little concerned as to the means they employ in order 
to attain their ends. 



There has been a change of Ministry in Turkey — a change* by which the Sultan 
transfers to the old l%rldsh party, so noted for its opposition to reforms, such 
power as he himself does not retain. The ofiice of Grand Yirier has been abolished, 
and the Sultan takes a more active part in the administration of affairs. The hopes 
of a better government of Turkey — ^if, indeed, such hopes were ever really enter- 
tained — are not the brighter for this change. Our own Cabinet is compelled to admit 
that the " reforms " stipulated for in the Anglo-Turkish Convention, and guaranteed 
by the Treaty of Berlin, have not even been begun. Other stipulations of the 
latter Treaty are in course of execution. The Russians have [evacuated Bulgaria, 
and it is stated that Russia will shortly address a note to the other Powers, pointing 
out that she has fulfilled her part of the Treaty of Berlin, and insisting that pressure 
should now be put upon Turkey to compel her to fulfil her part of that engagement 
The discontent in East RoumeUa clearly indicates that tranquillity in that province 
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is not likely to be realized until it shall, like Bnlgaria, obtain its independence. 
Meanwhile, Cyprus has been almost denuded of its troops, and one of the latest 
acts of Parliament was to vote a sum of money for a constabulary force to maintiain 
order in an island which was to cost us nothing, and to be an invaluable military 
j)oitU cPappul, Facts like these form a curious commentary on some portions of 
the Royal Speech with which the session of our Parliament has dosed. 



Two documents of importance in relation to the Afghan War and its results 
have recently been published : a despatch from the Govemor-Greneral of India to 
Lord Cranbrook, reviewing, from Lord Lytton's point of view, the causes of the war, 
and the circumstances which led to the Treaty of Gandamak, and Lord Cranbrook's 
reply, in which the views of the Gbvemor-General are repeated and enforced. The 
objects of the war are stated to have been the exclusion from Afghanistan of all 
foreign influence, and such a *' rectification " of our Afghan frontier as, for the future, 
to render the exclusion of British influence impossible. These aims are allied to 
Lave been secured in a short space of time, without exciting the hostility of indepen- 
dent tribes, involving Lidia in intolerable fiscal burdens, enkindling permanent 
animosity against us in the Afghan people, or necessitating any large concessions of 
territory on the part of the Ameer. The subject of contention between the Lidian 
Government and Shere Ali was the appointment of a British Resident at Cabul ; and 
the power to make such appointment having been secured, that functionary will have 
the right to nominate BritLsh officers to frontier cities and elsewhere, as circum- 
stances may require, to fulfil duties of a kindred nature to his own. These measures, 
it is added, if carried out faithfully by the rulers of A%hanistan, promise as much 
security for India on that frontier as we are entitled to expect. Whether the British 
public will take the same hopeful view of matters as Lords Cranbrook and Lytton, 
especially in regard to the financial burdens devolving upon India, remains to be 
determined. 

Whether the South African War is altogether at an end, time aJone can show. 
Sir Garnet Wolseley seems to have concluded that it is, for he is fast sending back 
the British troops, much against the will of the colonists of Natal and the Cape^ 
seeing that Cetewayo, who fled from Ulandi, is still at large with, as some say, a 
force of 20,000 men. The policy of Sir Garnet appears to be to ignore altogether 
the existence of the Zulu king, to assume that he never more can rule the country, 
and to settle all the terms of peace with the inferior chiefs, amongst whom his 
territory is to be parcelled out, and who engage to recognize '' British supremacy," 
whatever that may mean. How far such a policy is defensible or just, is another 
question altogether. Parliament and the country have pronounced unmistakably.' 
against any annexation of Zululand ; but how far the deposition of Cetewayo, the* 
partition of his territories amongst his chiefs, and their inclusion under a Britislr 
Protectorate differs from annexation, may be open to reasonable doubt 



We regret to learn that fears are entertained by Sir €reorge Grey and the* 
authorities of New Zealand of another war with the Maoris, although the Colonial 
Government is using all possible efforts to avert so lamentable a contingency. The 
dispute has arisen in respect to certain lands confiscated by that Govemqaent from, 
the Maoris at the close of the last war, but which untU quite recently they forbore- 
either to occupy or sell. The Maoris having thus, for nearly ten years, remained in* 
undisputed possession, not unnaturally inferred that the confiscation would never bo 
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enforced, and showed signs of diaoontent when they found the ground advertised for 
sale and actually in process of measurement by Government aurreyoTB. A European 
engaged in the survey having been shot by a native, and the murderer screeined ftom 
justice by a Maori priest or prophet, ill feeling on both sides has been kindled ; the 
natives have warned the Europeans off the disputed land, and have commenced to 
plough up land indubitably belonging to the colonists. An armed force of the con- 
stabulary has been dispatched for the protection of the latter, and warlike stores 
have been ordered from Great Britain. Till quite recently it was hoped that these 
measures would avert war, especially as many of the natives protested that they 
never meant to fight; but late advices state that the settlers having forcibly ejected 
the native ploughmen, hostilities were apprehended to be imminent. It may be 
hoped that the rashness of our colonists, ever prone, we fear, to disregard or to think 
bnt lightly of the claims of aborigines, will not thus precipitate us into another 
conflict from which can accrue neither honour nor advantage. 



Jfmip Intelligence. 



FRANCE. 



[From onr own Cotnapondent.] 

Paris, August 16, 1879. 

THE EDUCATION QUESTION AND THE 
PRIESTHOOD. 

The legislative measure called, from the 
name of its author, the Ferry Bill, has been 
voted by 362 deputies against 159. Since 
1875 the higher branches of education have 
been free ; in other words, free faculties of 
Law, Medicine, and Science have been per- 
mitted to exist and Hourish beside those in- 
stituted by the State. The students pass 
their examinations for their degrees before a 
mixed jary, composed in part of professors of 
the University and in part of professors of 
independent colleges. The mixed jAry is sup- 
^reseed by the new bill, and all candidates are 
40 be examined by members of the State facul- 
ties only, which alone can* give diplomas and 
confer degrees. Free faculties or colleges 
are not abolished, but they have no power of 
conferring degrees and diplomas. Now, as 
such seats of learning can only be established 
by large and wealthy bodies, the Romish 
Church alone has used the right, and conse- 
quently she alone suffers loss. The clause 
which occasioned the greatest discussion was 
the 7 th, by which are excluded from teach- 
ing the members of all unauthorized religious 
orders. The most known, the most numerous, 
and the most obnoxious of these is that of 
the Jesuits. The clause passed by 330 votes 
against 185. The batteries are being pre- 
pared and strengthened on both sides for the 
day of discussion in the Senate. Public and 
private libraries are being ransacked, hidden 



things are being dragged forth to light, and 
the battle will again rage fiercely. New 
journals arise like mushrooms, or rather 
fungi; materialism, scepticism, and atheism 
run wild, and enter every avenue of family 
life. The difficulty is that the greater por- 
tion of the people are not able to separate 
religion from Ultramontanism ; Christianity 
is only known through the priest, and that 
priest is usually a Jesuit. 

INFIDELITY AND PROTESTANTISM. 

In reality, freethinkers are as hostile to 
Protestant Christianity as they are to Catho- 
licism, and the more so in proportion to the 
fervour which may actuate it ; it is but when 
it serves as a half-way house that they consent 
to leave it alone for a time, especially if they 
see it ensnared in ecclesiastical cobweba or 
party broils. Were it energized into life and 
warmth and zeal, it would be openly and 
boisterously identified with Jesuitism, and 
held up to the same scorn. On the other 
hand. Protestantism has always been coupled 
with atheism by priests and their foUowen; 
and while women go to the confessional, the 
Jesuits will still reign. A pert and blight 
weekly, called La Femme de France^ is 
making itself of consequence by its not 
always unseemly articles in behalf of woman 
and her rights. It is written by women, and 
hitherto has left religion alone, although its 
tendency is sceptical. 

DANGBBS FROIC COMPROMISE. 

While French statesmen and joumaUstB 
are repudiating the *< doctrines of lies "and 
insincerity of the Jesuits, a journal hints that 
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they foiget that the general toae of society 
18 drawn therefrom. The tendency to shut 
ap religion in the eanctnary, and so avoid 
the clash of parties — ^to give education np to 
a worldly policy and wisdom which will keep 
the peace and do the , agreeable to all reli- 
gious or irreligiooB opinions, — is the fearful 
danger at present Many are the Protestants 
caught in this snare. The Church of 

FATHBB HYACINTHB 

hids fair to cease interesting the public. 
Bishop Herzog, from Switzerland, came to 
confirm six candidates for the Lord's Supper, 
and attracted, however, a large number of 
spectators. Two Church of England min- 
isters, in their surplicen, took part in the 
Commuaion. But French Protestants are 
keenly feeling their mistake in joining and 
eupporting by pen, press, and purse, a man 
who now seizes every opportunity of preach- 
ing against Protestantism. 

THB FBBMCH HI8SI0NABT BOGDCTT 

has had the joy of seeing its debt of 60,000 
francs at length cancelled by private sub- 
ecriptions. Its missionaries are called to 
inoreased labours by the wonderful openings 
in A&ica. The Minister of Marine, Admiral 
Jaurr^guib^ry, has done justice in Tahiti, 
where the monks and priests had the enjoy- 
ment of lai^e Qovemment stipends, while 
the Protestant pastors, who have the vast 
majority of the people and children, and con- 
eequently of the work also, had next to 
nothing. The scales have been reversed, 
and salaries are now given to the real 
workers. 

THE lOSaiON INTEBXRUBB 

is so short of funds that, just at the very 
time when additional men and means seem 
eo intensely called for, it has been obliged to 
relinq^uish the services of two of its most 
-efficient itinerating evangelists. 

The Protestants of Belleville have opened 
their new and handsome church, given by 
the city of Paris. 

The late cold season has greatly increased 
the sufferings of our 

BRETHREN OF THE HIGH ALPS. 

A letter recently received contains the fol- 
lowing statement : " We preserved and hus- 



banded our hay as much as possible, but the 
long winter made it necessary to buy more, 
and when it was gone, to give the com we 
had left; after which straw was our only 
resource, with old grass, which we went to 
seek in rocky passes, where it had passed the 
winter under the snow. We have all of ns 
lost, on an average, at least the third — a 
more recent account says the half-^oi our 
cattle. Our bams and storehouses are ex- 
hausted ; we take our sheep out, but the 
grass is not sufficient in quantity to strengthen 
them, and they have not vigour enough to 
return at night, and many, from weakness, 
fall down the precipices. The com has 
been carried away by avalanches, or rotted 
by the snow; much of our available land 
has been ruined by the stones brought down 
by the avalanches. Wheat has failed for 
8even amsecutuK ytars^ but this year is the 
most terrible. . . • Each year families go 
down and live in villages entirely Roman 
Catholic, young people intermarry, and whole 
families are lost to the Protestant faith. . . . 
If some means is not found for securing 
emigration on a satisfactory basis, it is more 
than probable that in the next generation 
Dormilleuse will be forsaken, and the Pro- 
testants dispersed in the midst of the Roman 
Catholic populations lower down. About 
fifteen families have resolved to emigrate to 
Algeria, if no other resource present itselt 
Two men are going thither with a pastor, to 
make inquiries on the subject." 

These populations — driven up to the sterile 
''Alpine mountains cold" in days of yore by 
persecution — revived by the ministrations of 
Felix Neff, evangelized to this day by faith- 
ful men^ are a most interesting portion of 
the French population. What a heart-stir- 
ring, glorious work it would be for one or 
more affluent Christian men to take their case 
warmly to heart, and rescue them, by enabling 
them tu preserve their life, faith, and testi- 
mony ! It would be worth a few years of one's 
life and much of one's fortune to snatch 
these descendants of the martyrs from extinc- 
tion as a Protestant community. Every 
information might be obtained from M. de 
Casenuve, 8, Rue Sala, Lyons. 



SPAIN. 

EVANGELICAL WORK IN ANDALUSIA. 

BT THE REV. HEITRT B. DUNCAN. 

[Condnded from p. 235.] 

I must now give an outline of the Seville 
itinerant work, with a few of the more in- 
ietteting details. 



SAN LOCAR LA XATOR AND I8FABTINAS. 

Senor Alonso set out in a bad chaise with 
several others bound for San Lucar, as they 
could not obtain seats in the Haelva diligence. 
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The load was heavy and bad, and when pretty 
well on their jotuney a wheel broke and they 
were capsized, with no hnrt to any beyond 
some slight braises. They were thus obliged 
to walk to the next town, Espartinas, and put 
up there in a posada. This unexpected op- 
portunity was hailed with delight by Alonso, 
who spent that evening chasing away the bad 
humour of his disappointed fellow-travellers 
with the preaching of the joyful news of 
salvation to them, and the people of the 
posada and several others who joined the 
group. Early next morning they started for 
San Lucar, where, in the hours that Alonso 
passed there, he preached Christ and prayed, 
in two small meetings in different houses. 
The message was gladly received. An old 
retired military man attended one of them, 
and Alonso noticed with pleasure that he had 
his Bible with him, and looked up and fol- 
lowed the reading of all the passages quoted. 
At the und he shook hands and withdrew. 
He seemed a pious man, and Alonso learned 
that he lived very sparingly on a very small 
pensioD, had very few acquaintances, and was 
never seen in the Bomish churches. A month 
later Alonso revisited these two towns, and 
was well received. But he missed the old 
military man. On inquiring he found that 
he was seriously ill in bed. He vidted him, 
and was received by him with great joy. 
They talked long together of the kingdom of 
God, and salvation by Christ. It transpired 
that in 1848 and subsequent years he had 
been in Switzerland, and there had embraced 
the Gk>8pel. He was much comforted by this 
visit. He said, " Faith is my support; I now 
neither seek nor hope for anything here 
below ; the Lord will give me the crown of 
life." 

ALGALA. 

Sefior Abeza has had several interesting 
meetings here in the town, and a country 
house, where the owner gathered his labourers 
together to hear the message which he brought. 
Alonso has since that visited the place again, 
and found a good opportunity of giving his 
message beside the chapel on the Castle-hill, 
the text being the indulgences offered to those 
who visited the chapel and recited prayers. 
Also in a house near the town, where a little 
gathering was improvised. 

GASTILLSJA 

has also been revisited. Passing through 
the streets, a man called Alonso into his house, 
and told him that, having read a tract which 
he had on a previous visit given him, he had 
attended his service one night in Seville, and 
was much pleased, and agreed with all he 



heard. Being poor, he was unable to4i^ a 
Bible, but a neighbour had lent him aac, Mmd 
he had been reading it with much ploMoie, 
though there were some things which, he 
could not understand. Alonso adied what 
they were, and spent a long time ex^ttouig 
them. The man was so delighted with the 
explanations that he would not let him 
but called in others,, saying, *'Come^ 
this is indeed the truth, and not what 
priests teach." Alonso spoke here for ab«iiit 
an hour to the improvised meeting, md 
prayed with them. 

He has added now to the towns of 
circuit 

TOCINA, 

a town of 1,400 or 1,500 inhabitants, 
three kilometres from its station on the 
Cordoba line, the junction for Mends, which 
gives it a certain importance, as many tiavd- 
lers and traffic agents pass through it In 
the posada Alonso found a company eom- 
posed of three men from Ecija, some mule- 
teers from PedroBO and Cazalla, and a young 
priest passing the night there on his way to 
Cazalla. It was extremely cold, and all 
gathered round the fire. One of the Edja 
men was full of jokes, and he direc t ed a 
heavy firo of them about religion on the 
priest, stating that he was an unbeliever, and 
that the priests themselves had taken from 
him all wish to believe. The priest at first 
remained silent, but, forced at last to speak, 
he tried to defend himself so unfortonately 
that he left religion imdefended to shiehl 
Romanism. Thereupon Alonso took the 
matter up, having watched his opportunity. 
This intrurion in what had almost become a 
personal question surprised them all, and the 
moro as none of them knew who or what he 
was. The Ecija man said, " Are you going 
to defend the priests too? " *' No," he re- 
plied; ''I am neither going to defend nor 
to attack them ; I only do without them, and 
pity them. What I have to defend is Chris* 
tiauity, which you have combated^ and the 
priest has been unable to defend. I am not 
going to speak in the name of a class, nor yet 
in that of a churoh, much less in that of the 
Churoh of Rome ; I am only going to speak 
in the name of a book which is for me the 
only authority in these matters — the Bible; 
here it is," taking it from his pocket. The 
priest eyed him fixedly, and as if frightened, 
and directing himself to him, Alonso con- 
tinued: '*Yes, Senor Cars, this Senor who 
does not know religion, is to some extent 
right in making your order responsible for 
his want of faith. You huve taken Chria^ 
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tiamt7 out of its true couxse, and instead of 
giving your adherents the pure water of the 
Gospel to drink, yon have given them the 
impore streams of tradition, resting solely on 
the anthority of your Roman Chiuch, which 
has 80 defiled the parity of Christian doctrine." 
*'Thatfs it; now Senor Cora, come to an 
undeiBtanding with this gentleman," said the 
Edja man. His words had greatly excited 
the cariosity of all, who prepared to listen to 
him attentively. He began briefly establish- 
ing the authority of God's Word ; and, to prove 
that the Komish Church rejected tlus anthority, 
he gave an instance, the remission of sins 
throagh confession according to the Romish 
Church ; while the Word of God says, '' The 
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, deanseth us 
from all sin." " That is not true. Where 
does it say that?" interrupted the priest 
" Here it is," and Alonso handed him the 
Bible, open at 1 John i. 7, that he might 
read it. '< This cannot be," he said ; '< this 
is a Protestant Bible, and therefore false." 
Alonso asked him, " Have you your Bible 
here ? " " No." " Then you will have your 
book of devotion ; bring it out, and we shall 
see if it does not say the same." Expecting 
triumph, the priest produced his breviary, and 
very soon Senor Alonso found the passage 
from John in Latin, in one of the recitals. 
He asked him to translate it, which the poor 
man refused to do, and rising angrily and 
taking his cloak and hat, he left the place. 
Tou may imagine the impression which this 
left, and the triumph gained by the truth. 
The people urged him to go on, and he, who 
needed no such urging, willingly spoke till 
he was tired, on the same text, and on the 
free salvation through Christ. When he had 
finished he stood up and asked them to ac- 
company him in prayer, which they did with 
great attention. After a short dlence the 
Edja man said, ^* If I had heard religion 
spoken of in this way, I should have believed 
in it. What would I not give if you would 
come to our town and teach the fanatics there 
what you know ! Come with us to-morrow ; 
we shall have much pleasure in presenting 
yoa to our friends." He could not, but he 
said that when he could, it would be a great 
pleasure to him to preach in Edja. He gave 
them tracts, and they separated after midnight. 
I must resist the temptation to enter into 
farther details of the Seville itinerant mis- 
sions. Other places have been visited by 
Sefior Alonso, as San Juan de A3rnalfiEumche, 
Gelbes^ Brenes, La Rinconada, and Mairena. 
The seed is being widely scattered. The 
Lord wiU give the increase. 



HUELVA. 

The congregation here is apparently in a 
very healthy state, and the presbytery has 
recently, after allowing more than a year of 
trial to elapse since the members sent in their 
petition, examined the missionary, Seiior 
Jimenez, and has solemnly ordained him to the 
work of the ministry. 

The work shows real signs of life, activity, 
and increase. The church is sometimes as 
full as it will hold. 

Apart from the occasional and interesting 
visits to Rio Tinto, Senor Jimenez has his 
hands very full of successful aggresdve work 
in the town of Huelva itself. The meetings 
are growing in interest and usefalness since I 
last wrote of them, and as yet they have been 
unimpeded. With all that the fanatics can 
do to oppose, the work prospers and increases, 
and at times more than a hundred are present 
at one minor mission meeting. But Senor 
Jimenez may be allowed to speak for himselfl 
He says: '* The missions in these latter 
months have been much more important than 
in the former. Both in the San Pedro and 
the San Sebastian districts, there have been 
nights in which more than a hundred have 
atteuded. Our brother Bonastre (cartwright) 
has for his house a ground floor, only one 
room, with roof; the nights on which we 
meet in his house he has the trouble of taking 
out the beds and all the furniture, that as 
many as possible may get into his room. He 
tells those who wish to come and hear with 
comfort, to bring chairs with them; but so 
great is the number of those who attend, that 
not only his room, which is large, is filled, 
but also the courtyard to the very door. We 
have preached the Gk)8pel with all liberty ; as 
yet the authorities have not interfered, and, 
what is more, we have even sung our church 
hymns. The result has been pretty satis- 
factory ; some families have been added to our 
church, and some girls to our school We 
have had the Romish missionaries raising a 
furore among the simple people. They have 
said from the pulpit that the Protestants have 
come to make a commerce of the Spaniards, 
and to destroy their souls with their false and 
heretical doc^nes; that our chapels are 
caverns of hell, synagogues of Satan, places 
of perdition, to which none should go who 
appreciate themsdves as Apostolic Roman 
Catholics. They have earnestly entreated the 
parents not to take their diildren to our 
schools ; that those poor diildren who go are 
on the road to perdition, and they would 
grieve for it one day, when remedy would be 
past. But for all this^ they have not been 
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able to separate one aingle person from our 
church, nor a single girl from our schools ; 
and in two services which we have held this 
week) to deiend ourselves from the attacks 
directed against ns, the chapel has been fuller 
than nsnal (totally full) of every class and 
condition of person. I have been much con- 
gratulated, after the eermon, by ladies and 
gentlemen that I never before have seen in 
my chapel, and by many young students, who 
put money into the collection box, and went 
away very delighted and surprised to find that 
what had been said as to our doctrines was 
false. We have in our congregation a woman 
dangerously sick, and the following has hap- 
pened witb her: The parish priest of San 
Pedro sent her notice, by means of a neigh- 
bouring advocate, that on the following day 
he would go to visit and confess her, if not 
by her pleasure, by force, as he had powers 
for this as parish priest. The sick woman 
replied that the priest had nothing to come 
for, as her pastor had already visited her and 
prayed for her, and this visit was enough for 
her ; that no man could give her the salva- 
tion of her soul, much less the priest; that 
her confidence was placed in Qod and in 
Christ Jesus, her Saviour. The priest threat- 
ened her relatives with the authorities, and 
the following day went to the patient's house 
with a notary public, Don Joee Laconte, and 
other witnesses, to exact, from the patient a 
formal declaration and a public confession 
of her belief as follows : *' Are you an Apos^ 
tolic Roman Catholic 1 " " No, sir," the 
dying woman most clearly replied. '* Then 
what are you ? '' *' An Evangelical Christian, 
and, if you do not understand this name, a 
Protestant.'' " Do you not know," said the 
priest, '*that whoever is baptized by the 
Roman Catholic Church is a Catholic whether 
he will or no, and belongs to us ? " ** No, 
sir; it is more than nine years since I em- 
braced the Holy Gospel, and from that time 
I separated myself from your Church for 
ever, and I belong no more to any but to 
Jesus Christ" Then the notary said, '* Now 
we can do nothing here for the present." 
But the priest, not contented yet, said that 
he would work by other means. We do not 
know what this gentleman may be thinking. 
What is certain is that the authorities lend 
all their protection and support to the Romish 
deigy, and that liberty of conscience and 
wor^p is very limited; it exists in name 
and written laws, but really we have nothing 
more than a very limited toleration. Our 
school goes on very well. A later report, 
when, according, to the intentions of the 



enemy, the school should have expired, in- 
forms me that there are sixty-two children 
present. The church is well filled both on 
Thursdays and Sabbaths. 

GABIZ. 

The church here is largely attended. 
Among those who are soon to make a pro- 
fession of their faith, there is one, first navy 
doctor^ and another, captain of a frigate. The 
schoi^s are going on most satisfactorily. A 
great deal of interest might be reported from 
this as from the other stations ; biU I moat 
omit all in favour of the following: — 

Oatalina Rodriguez, an expelled member of 
the church, being seriously ill, sent for Senor 
Hernandez, who, with two members of the 
congregation, went to her house. To his anr- 
prise, when he came to her bedside, aha 
stretched out her two hands and graaped his, 
weeping and saying, " I pray your pardoB 
for all the evil I have done against your per- 
son and honour ; I believe that I am dying, 
and I desire your forgiveness, that Qod may 
forgive me ; and I beg you to be by my aide 
and give me spiritual comfort, reading the 
Word of Christ to me; I have been a great 
sinner." He read various passages to her 
from the Old and New Testaments. He saw 
in her face the dejection leaving her, and her 
faith growing little by little as he read and 
explained, till tears of joy rolled down her 
cheeks. He left her that afternoon very 
seriously ill, but her spirit very calm in iirith 
in Christ Jesus. Next afternoon he called 
again, but found all the neighbouia of the 
house mobbed against him, with menacing 
gestures and opprobrious and blasphemooa 
words. From among them one man pressed 
forward with one of their formidable knives 
in his hand, and aimed a blow at S^or 
Hernandez's chest. A woman behind him 
caught his arm and held it back, and so saved 
him from murder. When Hernandez had 
recovered from the impression, he tried to 
speak to them humbly, and with Christian 
love. He asked why they wished to take his 
life, what evil had he done, in what coold 
he have o£fended them ? The previous even- 
ing he had only spoken of the love of Christ 
to sinners, and prayed for sinners. Tlie 
neighbours then somewhat calmed down, told 
him that the Padre Medina (that rabid Jesuit 
who tried to excite the mob formerly to atone 
our girls* school) had called, and tried to 
force the patient to confess, that die had 
turned him out of her house, and that then 
the priest had excited the neighboure agadnat 
hiuL The Jesuits are generally wily enough 
to do their deeds by another hand| and poll 



Stptambtrl 1870.] 



KVAHGSLICAL OBBUTSKDOM. 



267 



the wires in the background. The sick 
woman, when he entered, confirmed what her 
neighboQiB had said. He read and prayed 
with her. Next day he was called again by 
the dying woman, and when he arrived he 
found a aiater of charity there, called Sor 
Patrocinio, who was smoothing the pillow of 
the dying by telling her that she was con- 
demned to the depths of hell if she did not 
confess ; that she had the demons with her, 
her soul would bum in the flames of eternal 
torment, and so forth. When Hernandez 
entered the room she rose and exclaimed, 
''Jesus! here is the devil! flee from this 
man, he is a heretic ; he has come to destroy 
your soul." Then two of the women, neigh- 
bours of that house, turned the sister out, 
saying, " Now neither you nor the priest 
can deceive us any longer ; what this gentle- 
man fiays are good words, all about Jesus and 
His love for sinners, and how He •gave His 
life for them. This is not heresy. There is 
more truth here than in what you say to us,'' 
etc. Sor Patrocinio had to leave, and Her- 
nandez read and prayed with the dying Catar 
lina till she fell asleep in Jesus. The funeral 
was at eight next morning. Hernandez con- 
ducted a service in the house before starting, 
and all the neighbours wept with him as he 
prayed for the three fatherless children. 
They then all, including the would-be* mur- 
derer, begged his forgiveness; and now almost 
all these neighbours attend the public service. 
*' My word shall not return unto me void." 
Hernandez managed the morning service, but 
by evening was laid up with an attack on the 
brain, the result of the shock to his system. 
He was nearly four days in bed, but is now 
well again, and was able to take part in the 
presbytery meeting in Seville. 

From all this it will be evident that we 
can still speak of the Lord's mercy in Spain. 
Aa in the times of the great Reformation, so 
now it is most evident that He who said, 
"Lo, I am with you alway," has not forgotten 
His promise to His faithful Church ; and no 
weapon formed against it prevails. 



IMPRISONMENT OF SVAN01ELISTIC LABOURERS. 

The Christian publishes some recent letters 
from Messrs. Previ and Lund, who have 
been labouring in the Gk)spel in different 
places in Spain. The last and most im- 
portant is as follows: — 

Figueras, July 29. 

Last Sunday week we went to Garriguella 



to have our second meeting. When we got 
there the Mayor, a Carlist, sent us a paper, 
saying he could not^ '^ protect us,** and speak- 
ing about a written permission we ought to 
have had. As we knew nothing of written 
pennissions, the law of the country authoriz- 
ing us to hold our meetings (cuUo), we asked 
him to explain what he meant* But his 
only answer was, ** Go, do what you like, but 
I will work with the law." We went to 
have our meeting. Mr. Lund having spoken 
from that text, " By grace are ye saved 
through faith," etc., and Seiior Previ having 
commenced speaking from " Qod so loved the 
world,'' the Mayor entered with four gen- 
darmes with their guns, and stopped the 
quiet meeting, taking Seiior Previ prisoner. 
The same fate was shared by one of Mr. 
Oorfield'tf colporteurs, who was with us. I 
[Mr. Lund] they did not take, being a 
foreigner. 

The prisonexB were led by the gendarmes 

to Figueras, to the Governor, as criminals, 

where they were put into a horrible prison 

that same Sunday night. I followed all the 

way to the prison. I then left my friend, 

and went to preach in our local here. The 

meeting finished, I went to the Gtovemor's 

Secretary (the Governor himself being away) 

to ask what could be done for the prisoners. 

He said he could do nothing but go to the 

prison and let them have a better room, eta 

But imagine, when I went to the prison the 

next day, I found my brother Previ in a 

stinking cell, foul beyond description. About 

ten o'clock in the night the gaoler took Senor 

Previ with him to the interior of the prison, 

when he had the opportunity to drop gospels, 

tracts, and books on the beds of the prisoners, 

and also to give some to the guards and even 

to the gaoler. In the morning some of the 

prisoners told him they had been reading till 

three o'clock in the morning, and many came 

to the window to ask for more tracts, and I 

spoke to them about Christ. 

Through the influence of some who attend 
our English class, the Mayor of this town 
came to the prison, and took us into a better 
room, where we remained till two o'clock the 
next day, when they let us go. The col- 
porteur IS also free, but they have commenced 
a trial against Senor Previ, adking 500 
pesetas {£20) as personal assurance to be 
presented within eight days. This time will 
be over to- morrow, but as we have not the 
money, we suppose he will have to go to 
prison again. 
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XABSOLATBY. 

We mentumed in onr July number (p. 
199) the kctnieB of Signor Ribetti, and otber 
Italian Protestant minitten, on Mariolattj, 
and tbe attempts made, in consequence, bj 
tbe pnasts, to lonse the popnlar feeling 
against the Protestants. Nothing was left 
nntried, bat without suooess. Consequently, 
the Pope, persuaded that all this agitation 
had produced but little result, determined 
to make another attempt. in the month of 
June. The Cardin^-Vicar put forth an 
edict stating that tiie indemenoy of the 
weather, the inundations that had wrought 
80 much damage, the eruption of Mount 
Etna, the earthquakes that frightened so 
many, were all signs of the wnith of Heaven 
on account of the impious Protestants who, 
hating and cursing Mary, the mother of 
Divine Love, had drawn down on Italy all 
these chastisements of the Etema]. The edict 
then went on to urge the people to become 
once more believers in the outraged mother of 
mercies; and the appeal ended by inviting 
all to have recourse to the heart of the Viigin ; 
and to render this easy, the Pope devoted 
the month of June to the heart of Mary, and 
ordained special services in all the churches. 
Thus far, all tins has not succeeded in produc- 
ing a reaction against the Protestants. On 
the contrary, services are still well attended, 
and the number of their catechumens have 
increased. Writing on June 28th, Pastor 
Gonti says: ''On the 6th inst. Professor 
Henderson and I called a special meeting 
of the members of the church. About 120 
brethren came, and many catechumens. The 
subject discussed was the attitude we should 
assume in presence of this increased activity 
of the Romanists, and the efforts we should 
make to extend the kingdom of God. After 
considerable deliberation, in the course of 
which it was felt that the Spirit of Qod was 
with us, several brothren offered to hold 
meetings in their homes. The work was 
at once begun, and has already produced 
excellent fruit Several souls 'have been 
drawn to Christ, and a spirit of greater 
devotion and liberality has begun to mani- 
fest itself among our members." 

A KBW PAPAL XKCTOUGAL 

has been issued, the Latin text of which has 
been published in the Osiervatore Romano. 
The Pope commences by remarking that the 
greater part of the evils which afflict society 
in the present day are due to the inculcation 
of false philosophy, and adds that while 



ITALY. 

sound philosophy is a help to the UBdar- 
standing of supernatural truth, fidsephiloec^y 
diasuadea from its acceptance. Philoaophy, 
in order that it may attain its end, must be 
subject to the faith. Such subjection, be 
points out, is not injurious to philosophy ; for^ 
he affirms, the history of Christian philosopby 
demonstrates that it is the means of secniiiig 
it from error. He speaks of the philosophy 
of the Scholastics, and, dwelling upon thesA 
one by one, demonstrates their excellence, and 
more especially that of St. Thomas Aquinas^ 
whose doctrine, the Pope, remarks, reneratad 
for many centuries, has been followed by 
roligious orden and approved by Popes and 
by Councils. He deplores that sdioLutic 
philosophy has been abandoned, and that 
various and opposed systems have prevailed 
instead, which have given rise to great in- 
consistency of doctrine, and consequently he 
exhorts the bishops to adopt in their ecclesi- 
astical schools the doctrine of St. Thomae 
Aquinas. It is many years since so long a 
Papal Encyclical has been sent forth. The 
text fills ten close printed colunms of the 
OsstrvaJtcre. 

THK FRSB ITALUN CHURCH. 

The Rev. J. R. McDpugall, Treasurer and 
Foreign Secretary to the Free Italian Qiurch^ 
writes as follows : — 

Tbe monthly reports of our agents con- 
tinue to show activity and success, and that 
the work is both consolidating and extend- 
ing. The adhesion of the Genoa Church, 
with the venerable Mazzarella at its head, 
and the great blessing on the efforts from the 
Milan and Roman centres, have been especi- 
ally encouraging. The College, too, in 
Rome has been crowded, with sixteen stu- 
dents; while one evangelist in the South 
has had two lads under training, and 
another zealous agent in the NorUi has 
several mora under preparation for a ^' flying 
squadron," to cany the old Qospel through 
Lombardy and Yenetia. Cur Professors, Ga- 
vazzi and Henderson, and their coadjutors, 
have enjoyed excellent health, and have 
wrought night and day, and with their whole 
soul. They are doing far beyond our expect- 
ations, and making ready, with God's bless- 
ing, a band of able and devoted evangelists 
for the Church of the future. Already 
several of the students, during their vaca- 
tions, are relieving our over-worked paston. 

The Intermissionary Conference, with my- 
self as President, and Signor Prochet as 
Secretary, is doing good and practical work. 
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It represents all the larger denominationsy 
and not individual workers^ in Italy, and has 
alreadj had under frank and. brotherly dis- 
euflsion the question of salary, the best mode 
of controversy, and the interests of Sabbath- 
schools. 

The Bev. Mr. Dalton, of Seagrave, has 
enabled me to give to our Italian evan* 
gelists Diodati's " Annotations," in two large 
octavo volumes of 600 pages each. The 
interest of British Christians in these Anno- 
tations lies in the fact that they were trans- 
lated from Italian into English in the sixteenth 
century, and circulated in four editions long 
before Poole's ''Synopsis" appeared, and 
formed the second commentary on Holy 
Scripture which the English people had in 
their hands. 

BSMASKABLV FEBVERSION AND RBCOVEBY. 

The Bev. J. B. McDougall also writes : 
The present Pope has been exceedingly 
active in his crusade against the evangelicid 
work in Bome, particularly the school de- 
partment. His policy in this matter is a 
sound one ; for if we secure the education in 
Christian principles of the young and rising 
generation in Bome, we have secured the 
beginning of the end, and that a speedy end. 
Not only has he roused his clergy to active 
exertions, in visiting from house to house, 
and warning off men and children from us 
under solemn threats, and stimulated by his 
voice and example the Boman aristocracy to 
give largely to counteract our efforts, but 
bribery and corruption have been resorted to 
by his agents. One school lately lost two 
female teachers in this way, another a male 
teacher, and our Bridge of St. Angelo School 
lost a very accomplished pupU-teacher of 
seventeen. She had been wholly educated 
by us these last seven years, and was a 
truly Christian young woman. Yet, through 
fiunily influence, and although declaring that 



she would never forswear her faith, she was 
carried off last spring. One member of her 
family had thereupon a shop opened for him, 
and another had a pension conferred in her 
old age. The girl herself, who received at 
once a high salary, and was said to have had 
flattering promises of marriage made to her, 
was shut up for a time in a convent, and 
then set to teach a Sabbath afternoon class 
in one of the Boman Oatholic churches. 
Some of our Mends, who went to see the 
sight, were delighted with the truly Christian 
instruction she commxmicated to her pupils. 
But conscience made her uneasy. After 
writing one or two letters to an old friend, a 
Boman evangelist, she finally betook herself 
in tears to his house, and besought re-admis- 
sion to the Protestant Church, and an en- 
gagement as teacher in another part of Italy. 
Her wishes were at once gratified. 

THB LATB ICADAXB BBVIL. 

Many who revere the memory of the late 
Bev. Dr. Bevel, Moderator of the Waldensian 
Church, and Professor of Theology in the Wal- 
densian College at Florence, wUl be sorry to 
learn of the great loss which the Waldenses 
have sustained in the death of Madame Bevel, 
which took place on the last day of July, 
in Palazso Salviati, Florence, after only a 
few days of serious illness. She had been 
for some years subject to disease of the heart, 
but it had never laid her aside. About a 
week before her death she grew seriously ill, 
just as she was about to leave for summer, to 
pass the hot, months among the Apennines. 
She died in the greatest peace. To the 
students her loss will be a serious one, as 
ever since she went to Florence in 1860 she 
has watched over them as a mother, attend- 
ing to all their little wants. The Waldensian 
schools in Florence were maintained wholly 
by her exertions in collecting funds, and 
they will also greatly feel her loss. 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Correspondent.] 
, Prussia, August 16, 1879. 

THE KBW MINISTEB OF PUBLIC WOBSHIP. 

The present season is a very quiet one. 
In political circles everybody seeks rest 
after the long parliamentajy campaign; and 
in religious matters nothing of particular 
interest has occurred of late. The Liberal 
press takes great offence at the new Minister 
for Public Worship, Mr. von Puttkamer, 
having stated at the opening ceremony of an 
upper school in Pomerania that his religious 
views differed from those of his predecessor. 



Bat this was only natural'; and why should 
the new Minister deny his opinions 7 The 
Lutherans within the Established Church of 
Prussia will again hold their conference on 
the 27th and 28th of this month. The 
attendance at the G^eral Conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance at Basle will be con- 
siderable from the, sonth of Germany and 
the Bhine. From the north of Qermany 
only twenty-five members are announced. 
The President of the Qerman Branch, Count 
Bismarck Bohlen, and the Secretary, Mr. 
Baumann, as well as Court Chaplain Baur 
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and Army Chaplain Haendt, will officially 
represent the Berlin ODmmittee. 

A THEOLOGICAL SOGIBTT 

has been formed in Berlin to nnite divines of 
every variety of opinion in the discussion 
of theological questions. But only Liberal 
theologians and such as belong to the Middle 
Party have joined it ; so that the society will 
iwftin tatJTi a party character after all. 

, PB0FBS80B HBFPE, 

of Marburg, whosb ill>health obliged him to 
give up his lectures towards the beginning 
of this year, has now died. His theological 
writings are well known, and many students 
were attracted by his lectures ; so that his 
loss aa a Protestant theologian will be felt 
A few days before Professor Heppe's de- 
cease, 

BISHOP ICABTm 

was also called away. He was one of the 
most extreme Roman Catholics, and well 
knoi^n by his attacks upon Protestantism and 
his great boldness of speech. Under these 
circumstances he was one of the first Prussian 
bishops who were removed from office by 
the so-called May Laws. Consequently, the 
bishopric of Paderbom is now vacant, both in 
fact and in the view of the Holy See. 

NSW 0HCBCHJD3. 

The committee for erecting the Memorial 
Church at Berlin has now collected 137,000 
marks, and announces that an equal sum will 
be guaranteed when the building begins. 

The foundation-stone of the fint Protestant 
church at Innspruck, in the Tyrol-^bitherto 
the greateit stronghold of Romanism — ^has 
now been laid. Unfortunately, however, the 
Austrian Government again lays greater diffi- 
culties than ever in the way of evacgeliaap 
tion. The recognized Lutheran and Reformed 
paators meet with no obstacles, but the agents 
of other Protestant denominations are much 
hindered in their work. 

UBEBTT nr HB88B. 

The Luthemns of Hesse, whose cause was 
taken up by the British Organisation of the 
Evangelical Alliance, are now free to leave 
the Established Church and form indepen- 



dent congregations according to the new law; 
so that all their diffieultieB are removed. 

HOICB IUBSION WOBK 

has been discussed at two very different eon- 
ferences of late. In decided Lutheran dieleB 
the distrust against this voluntary work bas 
greatly diminished. At the Lutheran Oon- 
ference held at Nurembei^, which I men- 
tioned in my last letter, the opinion of 
Professor Luthardt was assented to, that, 
besides the conduct of official church worlc, 
the assistance of lay helpers was destraUe, 
and that these, though working in perfect 
harmony with ihe pastors in their respective 
parishes, ought to be organized in inde> 
pendent associations for larger districts. It 
was thought necessary, indeed, that aQ woA 
should be done in the spirit of the Lutheran 
Church. On the other hand, the members of 
the Protestantentag had so often heard t&e re- 
proach that they can only destroy and not 
build up, that it was thought desirable to 
discuss home mission work at the last Pro- 
testantentag, held for the North-west of 
Qermauy, at Stade. Mr. Lammers gave a 
fiurly impartial sketch of tiie worlc started by 
Dr. Wichem, and the final vote of the 
assembly was that home missions deserve 
credit, if they are not conducted in a nanow 
or party spirit. But nothing practical was 
done. The work is progr es sing without the 
assistance of these drdes. On the other 
hand, the State authorities are ready to re- 
cognize the value of home missions. The 
law respecting the compulsory education of 
destitute boys has given new life to our 
reformatories, and attracted the notice of 
wider circles for work of that kind. The 
greater energy with which our police now 
endeavour to prevent the sale of immoral 
publications is also due to the various repre- 
sentations of the Central Committee for 
Home Missions. All this cannot fail, under 
Qod's blessing, to awaken new spiritual life ; 
and if the number of young men studying 
theology begin once more to increase, may 
we not attribute it to Christian work done 
among us, and see in it a sign fall of hope 
for our native land ? 



NORWAY. 

A NORWEGIAN ORDINATION SERVICE. 



[From the Comspondanoe of the CfumtUtUL,] 
I had the good fortune to witness, on July 
111^, the ordination of two Norwegian 
priests in Tromso Church, and I am led to 
believe that an account of the ceremony wiU^ 
perhaps, be of interest to your readers. 



Tromso, where the ordination was held, 
is a town of some six thousand inhabitants ; 
it lies as far north of the Arctic Circle as 
York is north of Brighton, so that during 
the summer the sun is continuously above 
the horizon from May 18th to July 25th; 
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while, as if to eompemftte for this ovetpliu 
of sunshine in the sammer, the sun never 
rises at all from Novemher 25th to January 
1 7th, and for a fortnight at Christmas there 
is only a diort twilight for two hourrin the 
middle of the day ; yet the people look 
healthy, and the town is prosperous. The 
church, or ** eathedxaV as Murray terms it 
(incorrectly, however, I am told, as the 
Norwegian Church does not recogniie any 
distinction hetween cathedral and parochial 
churches), is a huilding of wood, cruciform 
in design, with a tower and spire at the west 
end. The effect is not altogether had out- 
side, hut within it is cold and hare ; round 
three sides there are galleries, the chancel 
is raised two steps ahove the nave, and on 
the same level is the altar — a kige hlock 
covered with a rather shahhy red stuff cloth, 
plaited in front, and on the top of the altar 
is a white calico doth, edged with lace. At 
the time of the service two large candlesticks 
with wax tapers stood on the altar, two 
smaller ones without candles, and in the 
centre a three-hranoh candelahra ; hehind 
this latter rose a laige white wooden cross, 
and hehind all an ugly "gingerhread" 
reredos of wood, the centre of which was 
filled in with hhMsk. On the southern side 
of the altar were the Eucharistic vessels — 
chalice, paten, flagon, and canister of wafen. 
The pulpit is to the north of the chancel, 
and is entered hy a separate door firom the 
vestry ; &cing it on the south stands the 
font, a stone pedestal, holding a large silver 
howL 

The two persons* ordained were Herre 
Oato Wicklund, who goes as a missionary 
to the Lapps near Vadso, and Herre Conrad 
Henry Grun, parish priest of Alten, in the 
north of Norway. Herre Wicklund was a 
passenger hy the steamer from the South a 
few days hefore, and at an English service on 
Simday, July 6th, a ctdlection was made among 
the English Churchmen present for his work, 
as a mark of their sympathy and goodwill. The 
service was announced to hegin at ten, and 
soon after that time a priest and the two candi- 
dates entered the church from the vestry, each 
rohed in a long hlack stuff cassock and a 
white ruff round the neck, similar to those 
worn in England in Eliaahethan times. 
The priest at once went to the altar, and 
the candidates to two chairs outside the 
altar-rails; the <* Shrift" service was then 
commenced — a service of puhlic confession 
and ahsolution preparatory to the Holy 
Communion. At the absolution the candi- 
dates, with those of the congregation who 



afterwards communicated, knelt at the altar- 
rails, and the priest^ walking round, laid his 
hands on their heads by twos, pronouncing a 
short but positive absolution in the name of 
the Holy Trinity. 

When the ''Shrift" was ^over, the priests 
and candidates retired to the vestry, the hells 
were again rung, and some two or three 
hundred people more entered the church, and 
helped to swell the rather small congregation 
hitherto gathered together. When the hells 
had ceased, a voluntary was played on the 
organ, and the Bishop of Tromso entered, 
accompanied by four priests and the two 
candidates, who this time wore surplices 
over their cassocks. The bishop's robes were 
similar to those of the other priests, except 
that his cassock appeared to be of silk, and 
had a black velvet facing in front ; besides 
this he wore a plain gold pectoral cross. 
There ware ten chairs placed in a semicircle 
outside the altar-rails — ordinary cane-bot- 
tomed, bedroom chairs, five on the north and 
five on the south ; the bishop and two candi- 
dates occupied chairs on the north, three of 
the priests went to the south ; the officiant 
at the preceding " Shrift " alone approached 
the altar. The parish deacon, in plain black 
clothes, then stepped forward to the centre of 
the chancel, and said a few introductory 
prayers, after which another official, appa- 
rently the sexton, proceeded to the altar and 
vested the priest there, first in a surplice and 
then in a red velvet chasuble, on the back of 
which was embroidered a plain gold cross. 
The «* Mass," as the '<Kirke Ritual" terms it, 
then began, and proceeded to the end of the 
Bpisde, after n^ich the priest was divested 
by the same official of his chasuble and sur- 
plice, and, in his cassock only, proceeded to 
the pulpit, where he preached a sermon, and 
ended by reading a statement regarding the 
two candidates, who in turn stood. At the 
conclusion of this, the Ordination Service 
proper may be said to have commenced. 

The fiishop now went to the altar, and 
was vested by the official I have termed the 
sexton in a surplice edged witii lace, over 
which was added a plain and small cope of 
doth of silver. The two cadidates approached 
the altar-rails and knelt, the four priests 
stood behind them, and the Bishop, facing 
eastwards at the centre of the altar, chanted 
in Latin the first line of a hymn,. Vewi 
SaneU SpirUtu, As far as I could judge, 
it wss an altered version of the Vini Creator; 
but the words are not given in the ** Kirke 
Ritual." This was taken up and sung through 
by a choir of men in the west gallery. Dur- 
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ing it the Bishop knelt; then, rUing, he 
chanted the words ** EmitU BpititMim tuum^ 
Domine^ et cnahvadvxj^ to which the choir 
responded ^ Bt renovahit faciem terrce" Then 
the Bishop eang, inflecting each sentence, a 
collect in Latin very similar to onr Whit- 
snntide Collect ; then the candidates rose from 
their knees and sat on two chairs ontside the 
altar-rails, and the Bishop, taming to them, 
read a portion of the first chapter of the 
Epistle to Titus, and delivered a long charge. 
When he had finished, he put a question from 
the ** Kirke Ritual " to the candidates, asking 
if they would diligently perform the duties 
enjoined upon them, to which they each re- 
sponded simply " Yes." Then the " Kirke 
Bitual " orders the Bishop to say ** Qive me 
now your hands,** and here the candidates 
first shook hands with the Bishop over the 
altar-rails, and then with each of the priests. 
At the conclusion of this curious ceremony 
they again knelt, and the Bishop said as 
follows : '' So I now deliver to you the 
Holy Priest and Preacher Office, after the 
Apostolic injunction, in the Name of God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; and I give 
you power and authority hereafter, as true 
ministers of God and Jesus Christ, to preach 
God's Word privately, and in church puhlicly, 
also to administer the venerable sacraments 
according to Christ's own institution, to bind 
the sins on the stubborn, and to loose them 
from off the penitent, and otherwise to per- 
form all that pertains to God's holy calling, 
according to His Word and our Christian 
institution and use," &c Then, concluding 
with an exhortation to prayer, he and the 
priests laid their hands on the heads of the 
candidates, and the Bishop sud slowly the 
Lord's Prayer, followed by another long 
prayer for blessing on the candidates. Of 
this latter, however, it is hardly necessary to 
give a translation, as it contains no point of 
critical importance. At its conclusion the 
rubric says : " To this, from the heart, all 
respond Amen. Thus answer all the priests, 
Amen. Then the ordainer concludes, Amen. 
In Jesu's Name, Amen." 

As' the only two copies of the "Kirke 
Ritual " in the church seemed to be the one 
the Bishop held in his hand, and one I had 
previously bought at Trondhjem, the Bishop 
had to read this rubric aloud before the 
Amens were duly pronounced either by the 



people or clergy ; and so what was intended 
as an impressive conclusion to the act of ordi- 
nation was completely marred. A favonxite 
Norwegian chorale was next sung, and at the 
conclusion the Bishop, priests, and newly- 
ordained retired to the vestry, where, as the 
" Kirke Bitual " describes it, the clergy were 
to wish the ordained '' prosperity and bless- 
ing." After this they soon returned (the 
Bishop in his cassock only) to their chairs, 
and the newly-ordained priest, Herre Qmn, 
ascended the pulpit and preached another 
sermon. Then the priest who had perCmned 
the earlier part of the service again went to 
the altar, the two large tapers were lighted, 
he again assumed surpUce and chasuble, and 
the Communion Service was proceeded with, 
some twenty-five persons communicating dur- 
ing the celebration. The Bishop (who is 
strangely forbidden to communicate with the 
newly-ordained) retired to the front seat in 
the nave, where he and the other priests 
sat throughout the celebration. I should 
mention that, excepting the fact that occa- 
sionally the officiant knelt, no one besides 
the candidates and communicants even ao 
much as bowed his head during the whole 
service, and yet, at the very time the Bishop 
and attendant priests were stolidly sitting 
watching the Communion, the officiant was 
pronouncing to each communicant the words, 
" This is Jesu's very Body," « This is Jesu's 
very Blood." It may interest your readers 
to know that the wafers were placed in the 
mouths of the communicants, and the chalice 
only presented to their lips, the priest hold- 
ing it all the time. After the Communion a 
short concluding prayer was said by the 
deacon, and the clergy once more retired. 
Almost immediately, however, the Bbhop, 
and two newly-ordained priests, returned, 
and the Bishop standing within the altar- 
rails, administered an oath to them, which 
they took, holding up the right arm and 
three fingers of the right hand while 
swearing. The service then concluded 
and the people dispersed. It was a long 
service, lasting four hours, and full of re- 
prtitions — ^ten times the Lord's Prayer was 
said, five sermons or addresses delivered, end 
at least a dozen chorales were sung. In spite 
of much ritual, it was neither bright nor 
hearty, as we understand the words. 



Si|««nbw !• imi 



X¥ANGBLICAL OtfBCaTftWOOlf, 



rat lirfelligente. 



278 




CAirrJEBBURY OOHVOCATIOK. 

Oa July 30, both HouBes of Convocation 
of the Fxoyinee of Canterbniy aBsembled at 
Weatminster, and sat for some time together 
in Gonfeience, The ATchbishop, addressing 
the Prolocutor, stated that the schedule of 
the proposed alteiations in the Prayer-book 
{as agreed to by both Honses at previous 
sittings) had been printed, and it only re- 
mained to decide upon an address to the 
Crown to be forwarded with the schedule. 
Lord A. Compton then stated that a difiference 
of opinion existed among some members of 
the Lower House whether this was a suitable 
time to make the return of the address, 
especially as the Convocation of York had 
come to a different conclusion on an impor- 
tant rufaric ; and, besides, , because it was 
thought that any legislation on the Prayer- 
book would be inconvenient at the present 
time. A lengthened discussion ensued ; the 
members of the Lower House then asked 
leave to retire, and in the Jerusalem Cham- 
ber discussed in what form their agreement 
should be given to the address, present- 
ing the changes which they had agreed to 
after long debates. They eventually gave to 
the address their assent, adding, '* but in so 
doing we do not wish to be understood to in- 
vite the sanction of Parliament to what we 
have proposed until the suggestions for a 
draft Bill which will be submitted to your 
Majesty have become law." This was taken 
to the Upper House, their Lordships at once 
gave assent to it, and the address to the 
Crown was thus adopted by both Houses. 

TOBK COMVOCATION. 

In the Convocation of York, which met on 
July 31, the Rev. C. P. Peach moved, ** That 
no action of Convocation ought to diminish 
the frequency of the use of the Athanasian 
Creed." The Bishop of Durham said that 
the document called the Athanasian Creed 
was not, properly speaking, a creed at all, in 
the strict sense of the word. The creed so 
called was not, in its early history, used as a 
creed. He wished to see the use of it made 
optionaL He thought it inexpedient to use 
that creed or document on the days of the 
celebration of the great festivals of the 
Church, and it was their duty to endeavour, 
for the sake of Christ their Master, to get rid 
of this stumblingblock to His people. He 
submitted that the damnatory clauses were 
no ezpreasion of the Christian faith in the 



document, and suggested one of three modes 
by which they could remove all difficulties in 
the matter : first, by appending to the docu- 
ment an explanatory note,; second, by the 
excision of the damnatory clauses ; third, by 
a relaxation of the use of the document, and 
simply saying ''may,'' for ''shall." He 
moved an amendment that the third alter- 
native, "may,** for "shall,'* be adopted. 
Archdeacon Hey seconded the proposition of 
the Bishop of Durham. The Bev. Dr. 
Tristram disapproved of any explanatory note 
being appended, and considered the use of 
the creed might be made optionaL The 
President (the Archbishop of York) thought 
that no terrible consequences would arise by 
the adoption of the Bishop of Durham's 
amendment, and he should support it. The 
Dean of Chester said he cordially agreed with 
the proposition of the Bishop of Durham, 
and should vote in favour of it. He gave 
notice, however, that in the event of the 
amendment being lost, he should move that 
the rubric at the beginning of the Athanasian 
Creed should be simply removed. The 
original motion was afterwards withdrawn, 
and the amendment of the Bishop of Durham 
put in its place. A division was taken, and 
the Bishop's motion was lost. The Dean of 
Chester's amendment then became the original 
motion. The text of it was that the rubric 
preceding the Athanasian Creed be omitted^ 
The voting resulted in this being also lost. 

On a subsequent day, a long discussion on 
th^ Ornaments Rubric resulted in a resolu- 
tion identical with that already adopted by the 
Southern Convocation being carried by the 
Lower House and thrown out by the Upper 
House. As the two Houses came to opposite 
decisions, the question as to the rubric re- 
mains unaltered. Convocation having con- 
sidered and revised the final recommendations 
of the Rubrics Committee, the recommenda- 
tions were adopted. It was then resolved: 
''That it is desirable that any legislation 
founded upon these reconmiendations should 
be effected in the manner provided by the 
draft Bill agreed to by the Convocation of 
Canterbury, of July 4th, 1879. which was 
previously in substance agreed to by that 
House on the 9th of February, 1878." The 
President was empowered to lay before the 
Queen the recommendations adopted. 

RITUALISTS SBNTENC1BD. 

An application was made to Lord Penzanot 

T 
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on the 9th ult, on bebalf of parishionen of 
St. John the Evangelifit, Miles Platting, in 
the diocese of Manchester, to inhibit the 
Bector, the Rev. Sidney F. Qreen, from exer- 
cising his functions as a dexgyman, he having 
disobeyed a monition which had ordered him to 
abstain from certain ritnalistic practices. The 
judge ordered an inhibition to issue restrain- 
ing Mr. Qreen, who did not put in an appear- 
ance, f^om officiating as a clergyman for three 
months. The Bordesley case was also before 
his lordship. There were fourteen charges of 
Bitualism against the Hev. R. W. Enraght, 
Vicar of Trinity Church, Bordesley, near Bir- 
mingham ; and they were formally proved in 
his absence. A monition'was granted, and 
the defendant was ordered to be admonished 
to discontinue the practices complained of. 
The Vicar of Bordesley was condemned in the 
costs of the suit. In both these cases, the 
proceedings were instituted under the Public 
Worship Regulation Act. 

THH PROPOSED ORNAMBKTS RUBRIC. 

In a published letter, addressed by Mr. T. 
R. Andrews, on behalf of the Council of the 
Church Association, to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, that gentleman calls his Grace's 
attention to a statement relating to the cir- 
cumstances under which Convocation was led 
to agree to the terms of revision, published in 
one of the daily newspapers by the Rev. 
Berdmore Compton. The following are 
passages from Mr. Compton's letter : " The 
majority in the Lower House, when that 
House accepted the Bishops' addition to the 
Ornaments' Rubric, was distinctly obtained 
on the faith of Episcopal professions of an in- 
tention not to oppose the use of the vestments 
when desired by a congregation." "This 
proposal must be taken in good faith, for 
what it is worth — viz., as an interim arrange- 
ment for truce, in recognition of the admissi- 
bility on principle of the ancient vestments of 
the early Church." " For this it may be ac- 
cepted, and this is a step in advance upon 
anything that the Bishops have hitherto 
done." The Archbishop replies that the 
statement thus quoted does not accurately 
represent the facta of the case. His Grace 
goes on to say: "The revised form of the 
Ornaments Rubric adopted by the Convoca- 
tion of the Province of Canterbury, seems to 
me perfectly clear and intelligible in itself, 
and neither Mr. Berdmore Compton, who is 
not a member of Convocation, nor, indeed, 
anyone else, has any authority to add to it, 
or explain it away. Respecting what Mr. 
Berdmore Compton calls * Episcopal profes- 



as stating that the Lower House of ConTocft- 
tion adopted the proposed amended form of 
the Rubric, — these 'profesdona' must be 
sought in the statement made by me in the 
name of my Episcopal brethren at the Coa- 
ference of the two Houses of Convocation on 
the 4th of July, 1879." His Grace diedaims 
for himself and has no knowledge of anything 
having been stated by any of hia Epiacopal 
brethren which can be construed in the aenae 
of the extract quoted from Mr. B. Compton. 

AN ANCIENT CHURCH. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury preached a 

sermon on Sunday morning, July 27, at St. 

Peter's-upon-Comhill, in celebration of the 

seventeenth centenary of the traditional 

founding of that church. Probably no other 

church now in use in the country can lay 

claim to so remote an origin ; and the serrice 

naturally attracted a large congregation, 

among whom were the Lord Mayor and other 

civic dignities in their official robes, the 

Corporation of London having been patrona 

of St Peter's since 1411. The tradition 

states that the churoh was fint erected in the 

year 179, by Lucius, who is described as the 

first Christian King of Britain, and that it 

became the church of the metropolitan see, 

which was transferred to Canterbury 400 

years later. How the church survived the 

persecutions of the Romans and the ravages 

of the Saxons is not related. In the veatry 

of the present building is an inscribed braaa 

plate, the copy of one which was destroyed 

in the great fire of 1666, and of which 

Holinshed in his " Chronicles of Great Britain" 

(1674) says : *' Howbeit by the tables hanging 

in the revestrie of St. Paule's, "London, and 

also the table sometime hanging in St. Pe er^a 

Church, Comehill, it should seem that the 

said church of St. Peter in Comehill waa the 

same that Lucius builded.'' The inscription 

on the original plate of St. Peter^s was the 

main authority for the tradition, and, according 

to Strype, it was of the date of Edward iv. 

WE8LETAN METHODIST CONFBBENCB. 

The one hundred and ihirty-slxth Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference was opened on Taea 
day, July 22, in Birmingham, under the 
presidency of the Rev. Dr. Rigg. A most 
unusual announcement was made by the 
Secretary, that there was no vacancy in the 
Legal Hundred caused by death. The Rev. 
Benjamin Gregory, the Connexional Editor, 
was elected President of the Conference, in 
succession to the Rev. Dr. Rigg. There had 
been a general expectation that the Rev. S. 
Coley would pass, this year, into the pi«6t> 
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but the state of that gentleman's health pre- 
vented even his presence at the Conference. 
The ReT. Marmaduke Oabom was elected 
Secretary. At the *' open session,*' held on 
the evening of the day on which the Con- 
ference assembled, an address was read from 
the Irish Conference ; the Rer. W. Quard Price 
spoke of the peculiar difficulties of Irish 
Methodism, and the Rev. James Wilson — 
who is an ex-President of the former Primi- 
tive Wealeyan body — gave an account of the 
history of that body, and the union which 
had been accomplished. An address from the 
French Conference followed, succeeded by an 
eloquent address from Dr. Punshon, who ap- 
I>earedas the representative of French Method- 
ism, having just come from the Conference 
held in that country. The Rev. Dr. Camp- 
bell, bishop of the African Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, United States, was then called 
upon to address the Conference. He stated 
with reference to the branch of the Method- 
ist Church to which he belonged that their 
first general Conference consisted of sixteen 
men. They had now 2,000 preachers, up- 
wards of 314,000 communicants, 100,000 
children at school, and 3,000 local preachers 
at work, as busy as bees. 

On Wednesday the Conference received an 
address of fraternal greeting from the Gkntral 
Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church 
lately assembled in Baltimore, United States. 
It stated that they now numbered 113,405 
church members. A friendly letter was 
ordered to be sent in reply. The most solemn 
part of the proceedings was then entered upon 
by the reading of obituary notices of the min- 
isters who had died since the last Conference. 
It appeared that in Qreat Britain and Ireland 
thirty-six brethren had passed away, besides 
several on foreign stations. Amongst the de- 
ceased was the Rev. Wm. Tranter, a vener- 
able patriarch, who died in his 101st year, 
and was seventy-six years in the ministry. 
The Conference next proceeded to consider 
the question, ''Are there any objectioiis to 
any of our ministers or preachers on trial ? ** 
The name of every minister in the body was 
called over by the secretary, and the chair- 
man of each district answered the usual ques- 
tions put concerning the ministers within his 
charge. This proceeding did not conclude 
till Thursday evening. When the name of 
one young minister was mentioned, it trans- 
pired that he desired to leave Methodism and 
enter the Church of England, but that the 
Bishop of Rochester had declined to ordain 
him until he had discharged the financial 
responsibility attendant on his training at the 



Wesleyan Theological College. The Bishop 
of Manchester had also stated that he did not 
welcome " transfugees" from other churches. 
During a portion of ThuHday, the ordinary 
business of the Conference was suspended for 
the introduction of a deputation of the Non- 
conformist ministers of Birmingham. The 
greatest interest was manifested in the pro- 
ceedings. The deputation, led by the Rev. 
R. W. Dale, having appeared on the platform, 
the members of the Conference rose to their 
feet and greeted the visitors with prolonged 
and hearty applause: The President then 
shook hands with Mr. Dale, and said h& 
welcomed him and those with him most 
heartily. He felt in the grasp of Mr. Dale'a 
hands the warm pulsation of consanguinity. 
They had read Mr. Dale's works, and felt glad 
to welcome the author of that noble work on 
" The Atonement." The Rev. R. W. Dale 
then read the address which he presented on 
behalf of the Nonconformist ministers of 
Birmingham. It contained the signatures of 
fifteen Congregationalist, eleven Baptist, and 
four Presbyterian ministers, and expressed the 
highest appreciation of the work and position 
of Methodism. It reminded the Conference^ 
of its responsibilities, and of the fact that the 
fortunes of Protestant Christendon on both 
sides of the Atlantic were largely in the hands 
of Methodism. At the call of the President, 
the Rev. William Arthur and Dr. Punshon 
replied. The latter remarked that their 
genealogy linked them both with the Church 
and with Nonconformity ; so they could claim 
the riches of both. But they must maintain 
the teaching of their fathers, and not shame* 
their ancestry. They believed Qod had given 
them their ecclesiastical position; and though 
they were disposed to cherish all humility, 
yet they would be nobody's vassals, nobody'a 
poor relations, but everybody's friends. Mr. 
Dale, in acknowledging the reception accorded 
to the deputation, delivered a most thought- 
ful and vigorous address, expressive of his 
high appreciation of Methodism. He said h& 
must thank the President for having selected 
two such distinguished men as Mr. Arthur 
and Dr. Punshon to address them. Their 
names were known far beyond Methodism. 
As different denominations they were all too 
near akin for charity to be an illustrious virtue 
when exercised amongst them; they were not 
far apart enough to be charitable. He wished 
they could transplant into Congregationalism 
the Methodist class-meeting which had 
flourished so luxuriantly amongst them. He 
ventured to say to them that in their class- 
meetings they had a sacred heritage and a 
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spedai leeponsibiUty. In the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, ae taoght hy John Wealey, in 
connection with tjbe doctrine of entire aancti- 
ficatioDj they also held gieat troths in troat 
for Christendom. 

On Friday the Bev* T. B. Stephenson 
called attention to the emhanaseed state of 
the Theological Institution Fnnd^ which 
would he increased hy taking out all the 
candidates for the ministry. A lengthened 
disonssion followed. It was finally resolved 
to accept the candidates, but to send them a 
special instruction that for this year it Ib^ 
probable their sendees will not be required. 

Saturday's sitting was occupied with ques- 
tions relating to the revision of circuits and 
other business. On Monday, July 30, the 
Conference did not sit. The matter of chief 
interest on Tuesday was the visit of the depu- 
tation from the Methodist New Connection 
to the Conference. The deputation consisted 
of the Bev. J. C. Watts, of Sheffield, Presi- 
dent of the Conference; the Bev. Wm. Cooke, 
D.D., of London; and Mr. Alfred Bamsdes, 
of Halifax. The President and the members 
of the Conference gave them a most cordial 
greeting and they addressed the assembly. 
The Bev. Dr. James and the Bev. K £. 
Jenkins replied on behalf of the Conference. 
Wednesday was principally occupied with 
the revision of the stations. On Thursday 
the ordination service took place in the 
Wesley ChapeL The President, the Bev. 
B. Oi^ory, conducted the service, reading 
the usual liturgical prayers, and putting the 
questions to the candidate& The act of 
ordination by imposition of hands was per^ 
formed by the President, assisted by several 
leading ministers. The President gave a copy 
of the Bible to each candidate as he was 
ordained. The Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per then followed, after which the ordination 
Charge was delivered by the Bev. Dr. Bigg. 
The report of the Book Committee, which was 
read by the Bev. Theophilus Woolmer, re- 
commended that a minister should be ap- 
pointed as an assistant to the Bev. Dr, Job- 
son, with a view to his succeeding him in the 
office of book steward. After some discus- 
sion, a ballot was taken, and the Bev. T. 
Woolmer was elected. The Bev. Dr. Osbom 
wna re-appointed Theological Tutor at Bich- 
mond for another term of six years. 

On Friday, August 1, the Bevs. William 
Aithuv and Frederick W. Maodonald were 
appointed a deputation to visit the Methodist 
E^^bscopal Church of the United States, and, 
if possible, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Bishop Campbell, the xepresentar 



tive of the latter body, read an addreaa to the 
Confermce, and presented fraternal grcetipge. 
The spiritual state of the Oonnectkoi was 
brought under review by what ia known in 
the Conference as the " Conversation on the 
Work of God." This was introdnoed by the 
Bev. John Bond, who read the atntistica of 
membership, whidi showed 377,612 in so- 
de^, with 23,984 on trial. Dnring the 
year 40,163 new members had been received, 
5,836 had died, 23,722 had ceased to be 
members, and there waa a net decrease of 
3,264. A large number of miniateiB took 
part in the conveB»tion which followed, and 
the tone of their remarks was, in genezal, 
hopeful. Several bore testimony to tevival 
work in different localities. 

On Saturday an animated debate took place 
on the revision of the Liturgy, aa ua^ in 
Wesleyan chapels. The result of the dis- 
cussion was the adoption of a resolution re- 
ferring the whole question to next Confevenoe. 
The ministerial Conference concluded its pro- 
ceedings on the afternoon of Saturday, Aug. 2. 

On the morning of Monday, August 4, the 
mixed Conference assembled. The Conference 
consists of 240 ministers and 240 laymen. 
The President delivered a brief address. He 
said he was thankful to see for the second 
time such an assembly, met to attend to Ae 
financial and economical affisirsof the Wesleyan 
Connexion. Already the Mty were assembled 
with the ministers in the various local courts 
of Methodism, and he was glad to see them 
in the Conference itself. Qod had poured out 
upon them a wonderful spirit of generoaity, 
which was truly astonishing in such a tiine 
of commercial depression. But with all this, 
there was a perceptible ebbing of the love for 
Christian fellowship. While they were in- 
creasing their chapels, they were not increas- 
ing their membership. He did not think 
there was cause for mourning, but there was 
cause for heart-searching. The report on 
home mission aSedn was presented by the 
secretary, the Bev. A. McAulay. It appesred 
that more than 250 of the 704 circuits in 
Qreat Britain are aided by this fund, which 
also makes a grant for home mission work in 
Ireland. Besides these, about a piundred 
home missionary ministera are more or leas 
maintained by the fund, which also supporta 
several district missionaries who are without 
circuit chaige. The income of the fond for 
the year exceeded £28,000. The Extension 
Fund and the Thanksgiving Fund also came 
under review, and the Conference voted pro- 
visionally about £200,000 to varioua con- 
nexional objects. 
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On Tuesday the report of the Sneteatatton 
Fund was presented by Mr. T. F. C. May, 
of BriBtol, and accepted. This fand has now 
"been five years in existence. The total in- 
come for the Aire years is £14,220 ; grants 
made to districts, £13,701, to meet a total 
snm of £11,003 raised for augmenting the 
allowances of ministers ; thus making a total 
of £S4,477 paid in the districts for this 
purpose. The object of the fund is to 
seeure a minimum of £ 150. per annum to 
each married minister, in addition to the 
usual allowances. 

An elaborate report on chapel affairs was 
presented by the Rev. E. H. Tindall. It 
is twenty- five years since this department 
came into operation, during which time 
5,684 erections have been completed^ at a 
cost of £4,967,502, and £1,268,000 has 
been expended in payment of debt. Daring 
the past year, 315 erections had been com- 
pleted, at a cost of £383,248 ; 376 erections 
had been sanctioned, at a cost of £316,165 ; 
grants to the amount of £20,912, and loans 
to the amount of £15,660, had been made; 
and the amount raised by local voluntary 
contributions for erections and enlargements 
was £283,098. The number of sittings pro- 
vided during the year was 38,201. 

The Extension Fund was reported upon 
by the Rev. Theophilus Woolmer. It ap- 
pears that £47,270 has already been pro- 
mised to this fund, which aims specially at 
the extension of Methodism amongst the 
village population, and £45,000 additional 
is to be voted from the Thanksgiving Fund. 

In the course of a discussion on the state 
of religion amongst the Methodist Societies, 
the President said that he did not think 
their agency for gathering in members was 
worked so energetically or so suoeessfally, in 
proportion, as it used to be. The Rev. Dr. 
Pope and others addressed the Conference on 
the same subject. 

Wednesday was occupied with the affiiiis 
of the Theological Institution. Mr. Alder- 
man Mitchell (Bradford) read the financial 
statement. The income from subscriptions 
had been £6,400. There would be a de- 
ficiency at the end of the year of £2,500. 
A lengthened convereatinn then took place 
on the subject The question of a reduction 
of the collegiate staff was referred to a com- 
mittee. The Conference approved of the 
action of the committee in the steps taken for 
the erection of a fourth college, to be called 
the Birmingham Branch of the Wesleyan 
Theological Institution. An eligible site has 
been secured at Handsworth, seventeen and 



a-half acres in extent, at a cost of £7,000, 
and plans have been accepted. It is pnK 
posed to accommodate seventy students, and 
the building will likely be ready by the 
autumn of 1881. 

On Thursday the a&irs of the Auxiliary 
Fund, for the support of worn-out ministers 
and ministers' widows, wen introduced by 
the Rev. John Rattenbury. The donations 
from classes during the year amounted to 
£10,300, being a decrease of £210 on the 
year. Mr. Rattenbury made a statement re- 
spectiog the results of his efforts to raise a 
special fund to supplement the allowances to 
supernumerary ministers. He was able to 
announce that now no less a sum than 
£106,309 was promised, of which £78,000 
had been actually paid. 

The Rev. George 0. Bate presented the 
report on day schools. It appears that there 
are two training colleges for teachers — one at 
Westminster, with 130 male students, and 
one at Southlands, with 108 female students. 
There are 851 day schools, with 179,966 
scholars. Over £162,537 had been spent on 
the teaching staff, and £45,318 on other 
objects. Eight new schools were opened 
during the year. The income of the educa- 
tion fund was £8,458, being an increaae of 
£600. There had been an increase of 86 
Sunday-schools, the number now being 6,255^ 
with 118,760 teachers — an increase of 1,344 ;. 
and 766,757 scholars — an increase of 6,558. 
The Rev. C. H. Kelly stated that there were 
now 206 circuit unions, and 2,571 schools in 
connection with the Sunday-school Uaion. 
The cost of the Union was £15,200. The 
Rev. J. B. Stephenson gave a report of the 
Children's Home, which has now four branohee 
— London, Qravesend, Bolton, and Hamilton 
(Canada). Over 900 children have been re- 
ceived sinoe its opening, ten years ago. A 
new branch is to be established at Birming- 
ham in the shape of an orphanage for the 
children of godly parents. Mr. jevons haa 
gtren £9,000 for this purpose. 

A long conversation took place on Friday 
regarding the proposed retrenchment in the 
expenditure of the foreign missions. Dr. 
Punshon said it had now become a painful 
duty. For some time past they had been 
spending £1,000 per month more than they 
were receiving. A resolution was passed 
regretting the necessity for retrenchment^ but 
recommending such reorganization and work- 
ing of local auxiliaries as to render the pro- 
posed reduction a temporary measure. Re- 
ports on middle-class schools, Sabbath ob- 
I servanoe, temperance, and other matters were 
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next diacnssed, and notices of motion weie 
withdrawn. The journal was then signed in 
the presence of a number of Bpectatora, the 
Rev. Dr. Punshon offered prajer, and the 
proceedings of the Conference terminated. 

A CALL VOR ''FXWXB DKNOMINATIONB." 

Speaking at Hucknall Torkard, where he 
laid the foundation-stone of a new chapel, 
recently, Mr. S. Moxley, ilp., deploied the 
differences that existed between different 
Clmstian denominations. They might depend 
apon it that the ministers and officers of their 
Churches would. do more towards winning 
people to a higher life by talking to them 
about becoming Christians than by telling 
them to become members of this or that 

I 

denomination. He wished there were fewer 
denominations, and r^retted that, where 
there was so much truth in common, trifling 
points should separate them. Instead of 
standing shoulder to shoulder against the 
common enemy, they were too often found 
4X)ntending with each other. 

THB OPEN-AIB KISSION. 

The last annual report of the Open-Air 
Mission — the twenty-sixth of the series — 
presents a novel feature in documents of this 
class. It is illustrated, and very good the 
illustrations are. They consist of wood-cuts 
cepresenting several memorable instances of 
street preaching. The report contains a laige 
number of facts which must be of interest to 
^ who desire the spread of the Gk>8pel. A 
well-ananged index enables anyone interested 
in a particular locality to see at a glance what 
has been done there. Beginning with a 
brief historical outline of open-air preaching, 
the report proceeds to state that the mission 
has faithfully adhered to its original design 
— '' to encourage, regulate, and improve the 
^efforts of Christian men who seek to carry 
the Qoepel of Jesus Christ to their fellow- 
creatures congregated out of doors." As a 
reason why the work should be continued, it 
is stated that London has a population of 
3,577,304, and that the actual provision by 
all religious denominatioxis is only 1,119,776 
-sittings. Further, that on a recent Sunday 
morning the attendance at the fifteen churches 
in Bethnal Qreen was under 1,000, the popula- 
tion of the parish being 119,824. Hence it 
is clear that, if the people are to hear the 
Gospel, it must be taken to them in the 
streets. 

For little more than £ 1,000, 331 special 
gatherings were visited, 68 conferences of 
preacheis were held, 140 London stations 
^ere maintained, and 725,000 tracts distri- 



buted. A list of 195 London statioiis is 

given for the present year. 

Some lines written by Frances Ridley 

Havergal on the members' mottoes have now 

a special interest Last year's motto was 

*^ Redeeming the time,** on which she wzitea : 

"So may we reddem the time. 
That wiih every evening chime 
Our rmoiciog hearts may see 
Blood-bongbt souls brought back to Theeu" 

Copies of the report may be obtained c^ 

the Secretary, Mr. John Kirk, 14, Duke 

Street, Adelphi, w.o. 

A THANKSaiVING AND FAREWELL ICESTIKG 

was held on July 31, at the East Londom 
Institute for Home and Foreign Missions, 
Harley House, Bow. Lord Shaftesbury pre- 
sided in the afternoon, and Mr. Stevenaon A. 
Blackwood in the evening. One handled 
missionaries trained in the Institute are now 
at work in the great harvest-field, and labour- 
ing with success in various parts of the world. 
The brethren who took leave on this occasion 
were Mr. McDongall, a Gael from the High- 
lands, who is gone to labour among a Qaelic- 
spealdng Roman Catholic population in Cape 
Breton ; Messrs. Swaffield and Hinson, going 
to Newfoundland; Mr. Yolkanoff (a Balga- 
rian) returning to work in his own land; 
Mr. Rivett, bound for Australia; and Mr. 
Ferguson, for China. Each of these addressed 
the meiBting for a few minutes. Mr. McDon- 
gall closed by repeating Psahn xxiii. in Gaelic, 
and Mr. Yolkanoff recited a Bulgarian hymn. 
Mr. Guinness delivered a charge to the stu- 
dents. Most of these missionaries are now 
on the way to their various destinations. 

OBITUARY. 

We r^ret to record the decease, on the 
12th ult., in the seventy-fifth year of 
his age, of Mr. Joseph Gumey, the Trea- 
surer of the Religious Tract Society, and 
for fifty years a member of its committee. 
Mr. Gumey was a son of the late Mr. 
William Brodie Gumey, shorthand writer to 
the Houses of Parliament; grandson to Thomas 
Gumey, inventor of the shorthand system 
which bears his name ; nephew to the late 
Baron Gumey, one of the Judges of the Court 
of Exchequer ; and first cousin to the Right 
Honourable Russell Gumey, late Recorder of 
the City of London, and to the Rev. John 
Hampden Gumey, kte Vicar of St. Maiy*fl, 
Bryanstone Square. The family of the 
Gumeys (or Goumaya, the original name) 
were of Norman-French extraction, and came 
over here with William the Conqueror. One 
of Mr. Gumey's ancestors was incarcerated for 
his nonconformity in the days of Charlw n . 
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about which time the family became 
divided into two branches — a Quaker branch 
and a Baptist branch. The Gnmeys of 
Norwich, so well known in the religions, 
literary, political, and philanthropic world, 
were of the former, and the ''shorthand" 
Gnmeys of the latter. Mr. Joseph Gamey 
was a man of simple piety, and of quiet, 
placid manners and amiable disposition. For 
many years he took an active part in the 
shorthand business, from which he realized a 
handsome fortune. He was a man of intelli- 
gence and discretion, yet of deportment so 
anobtrusive and almost silent, as scarcely to 
gain credit for the understanding he possessed. 
He was devoted to the great objects of the 
Bible Society, the Religious Tract Society, 
and the Evangelical Alliance. He was a 
liberal supporter of the various religious 
aocieties existing in our midst, but his 
natural disposition prompted him rather to 
work quietly, though ei&ciently, on th^ir 
behalf, than to occupy, before the public, 
the prominent position which was unques- 
tionably his due. 

We regret to announce the death of the 
Rev. Peter Lorimer, d.d., Principal and 
Professor of Hebrew and Exegesis in the 
College of the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land, which took place after a few hours' 
illness, on July 30. Dr. Lorimer was sixty. 
seven years of age. He was bom in Edin- 
burgh, and received his education in the 
University of that city. In 1837 he became 
pastor of the church in River-terrace, London. 
Here he remained till the close of 1843, and 
was shortly afterwards appointed to a Pro- 
fessorship in the Presbyterian College, London. 
Dr. Lorimer published several works, his 
principal literary effort being a '* Memoir of 
John Knox,'' and, at the time of his death, he 
was engaged upon a '' History of English 
Presbyterianism." In 1877, he was appointed 
Principal of the college which has received so 
large a share of his life's labour. Principal 
Lorimer was interred in the Grange Ceme- 
tery, Edinburgh, not far from Dr. Chalmers. 
The Wukly Review remarks : " His large- 
ness of heart, his catholicity of spirit, his 
readiness to co-operate with others in good 
works, his love of learning, and his published 
writings had endeared him to a circle wider 
than that of his own much-loved Church. 
And hence there is in other Churches a feel- 
ing of sadness akin to that in his own over 
the sudden termination of labours which 
throughout a long lifetime he had given to 
the bttt and highest objects." 

The death of the Rev. Dr. A. Morton 



Brown, of Cheltenham, lately took place at 
Bridport, whither he had gone for the benefit 
of his health. Dr. Brown, was one of the 
leading Congregational ministers in the West 
of England, was bom in Ayrshire, and was 
sixty-seven years of age at the time of his 
death. He studied at the Universities of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, and after a brief 
pastorate at Poole, became, in 1843, the 
successor of the late Samuel Martin, at 
Cheltenham. Of his literary productions, 
'* Evenings with the Prophets '' and '* Peden 
the Prophet'' are the best known. The 
funeral took place at New Cemetery, Chelten- 
ham, amidst wide-spread expressions of sorrow 
and sympathy. The procession, which was 
over half a mile in length, included the 
Mayor, the Chairman of the Bench of Magis* 
trates, Baron de Ferrieres, the Rector, and 
five other Church of England clergymen ; the 
Jewish rabbi ; and the ministers and other 
representatives of various Nonconformist 
bodies. The service at the grave was 
jointly conducted by the rector of the 
parish (Canon Bell), and a Nonconformist 
minister — a fitting type of that peace and 
goodwill which Dr. Morton Brown had 
throughout his long and useful life laboured 
so industriously to promote. 



Applications were made to the Consistory 
Court of the Bishop of London, on the 19th 
ult., for power to remove *' super-altars" and 
crosses from the communion-tables at the 
churches of All Souls*, Langham Place, and 
St. Mary-le-Strand. The Vicar, with the 
consent of the churchwardens, was in each 
case the applicant The applications were 
both granted. 

The New Testament Revision Company, 
meeting at Westminster, have (the Athenceum 
says) made such progress in their work that 
the New Testament is likely to be published 
by the University Press early in 1880. It 
iA intended to issue in the first instance two 
editions — a large handsome octavo, and a small 
cheaper volume for more general use. The 
English and American Companies are now 
busy with the final revision of passages in 
which the same Greek words are found, so as 
to bring the translation into greater har- 
mony. 

The Annual Assembly of United Methodist 
Free Churches was held last month at 
Sunderland. It was reported that there were 
in Great Britain 65,137 members, being a 
decrease of 477 on the year. The number 
of ministers, including supernumeraries, was 
429. The entire amount raised for chapel 
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and •ehool ca efl&i M and eidaigementa mm 
£61,627. 

The aiztieth aumoal Oonferenee of tibe 
PrimitiTe Methodiata was held lately at Leeds. 
The nnmher of membets was xeported as 
being 182,877. 

T^e sixty^^iat anBual Conference of the 
Bible Christians met last month, at Traro. 
The general statistics showed that the Con- 
nexion comprised at present 276 itinerant 



preadierSy 1,874 local preachen, and 30,165 
members, showing a decraase of 583 members. 
AlthoQgh the commercial depression haa been 
severely felt, yet the varioosConnexional fimdi, 
on the whole, showed a heahhy aspect 

The eighty-third anmud Conference of flie 
Methodist New Connexion has been held at 
Hnddersfield. The membership waa retained 
at 26,688, being an increase of 492. 
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CKHTRAL ASIA. 

The following extract from a communication by Mr. Reddob, dated Kyelang^ December 
last, will give some idea of the trials tbrongh which the brethren are called to pass in their pre- 
sent seclnded and inhospitable position : ** The chief commissioner, Mr. Brmndreth, has paid 
his visit here. He had received nnmerons depatations, got up by Hari Chand, who brought 
forward charges against our school, our mission, oor farming, also against the surveyor, and 
the deputy- commissioner, and we had hoped that some satisfactory steps would be taken to 
settle our position here. Bnt nothing ftnal resulted. Hari Chand was warned not to allow 
cattle to trespass on our fields, and exhorted to cnltivaie friendship with us. A desire for 
the continuance of the school was also expressed. In September Brother Heyde's children 
were taken ill with a throat complaint, which looked like diphtheria, only that the symptoma 
did not show any tendency to develop rapidly. But on the 9th of October a fortoight^a 
illness ended in the death of the little girl, Lydia, seven years of age. A year ago little 
Oerhardt was to have gone to Germany to school, and every effort had been made to arrange 
for his being sent in charge of some friend, bat in vain. Now he began to fail, and Brother 
Heyde had to abandon his intended business-trip to Simla. On the 29th November he too 
was called home to our Saviour, to the inexpressible grief of the poor parents. Now eleven 
persons await the resurrection mom in our peaoeful burial-ground.^ 

INDIA. 

We have reports of the meeting of the South India Missionary Conference at Bangalore^ 
Bishop Sargent presiding. The sessions were opened with an address by the Bishop. One 
htmdred and fifty delegates were present The first session considered '^Vemacalar Evaa- 
gelistic Work in Town and Country ,*' in which the need of English and American 
evangelists was advocated strongly. Some of the speakers commended, and some decried, 
the work of fakirs, supposed to be or claiming to be converted, who continued the mode of 
life peculiar to them while going about to proclaim the Gospel. The delates gave their 
experience in street preaching and touring. Very interesting statements were made in the 
afternoon in regard to the recent accessions to the Christian Church. Bfshop Saigent 
described the famine work in Tinnevelly, and the subsequent instruction of the people. 
He said that 14,000 converts had been gathered in, although great care had been need 
to sift oat the '^ curry and rice Christians.'' The Rev. Mr; Downing, representing the 
American Baptist Mission among the Teloogus, said that 9,000 souls had been sa^ at 
Ongole within the past year or fifteen months. The difficult subject of ^Education aa a 
Minion Agency,'' waa discussed on the second day. The Government schools came in for 
some sharp criticism. Opinions differed as to whether the pupils of the mission schools 
ahould be prepared for and sent to the higher Qovemment schools and colleges. 7%e 
delegates also disagreed on the propriety of using the Bible as a text-book in the higher 
aohoola. The native cleig3rnien present gave strong tesHmony in favour of the high sdboola 
in which they had been taught. The discussion of the system of education — ^inclnding 
valuable papers on the '' Position of Eduoated Hindus towards Christianity," by the Bev. P. 
Rajagopanl, of Madras, ** Middle and Lower Class Education," *' Female Education,'' '^Zenana 
Teaching," and ^Sabbath Schools," — ^was continued well into the morning of the fonith 
day. Of the educated Hindus, Mr. Rajagopaul said that there was a time when tiiey 
believed Christiani^ waa a heaven-inspixied religion, being the fisith of an enlightened nation;. 
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but tliiB feeling had been tamed to one of perfect indiffsrence and contempt by the eixoiila- 
tion of sceptical books. *' Medical Missions ^ came up on the morning of the fourth day 
and were advocated with enthusiasm. Dr. Scudder gave a most interesting account of the 
conversion of a whole village throngh medical work, accompanied by Christian inskruction^ 
and Dr. Chamberlain added fuel to the holy fire by a thrilling account of the conversion of 
the village of Dind^ul by a successful surgical operation, followed by the distribution of 
tracts and Scripture portions. A letter from a member of the conference says: "llie 
unity among the missionaries was simply delightful ; our denominationalism was forgotten 
for the time in the feeling of our brotherhood. We had a united Communion service, in 
which clergymen and Dissenters of all kinds took part; a missionary meeting at which 
clezgymen and Dissenters spoke ; and in many other ways our unity was shown. In this 
we are ahead of the churches in England. 

CHINA. 

The Mrih China Herald publishes a proclamation issued by the Pootai of Hunan 
severely condemning the policy of anonymous placards inciting to acts of violence towards 
foreigners, and threatening offenders with punishment. In publishing this document the 
Shanghai paper says : " The stjle of Hunan placards is only too well known. It was 
there that that in&mous production, the ' Death-blow to corrupt doctrines,' made its first 
appearance ; and ever since then, the people have vied with one another in hostility ta 
foreigners of every description. It is therefore with greater pleasure that we give publicity 
to the proclamation of the new FootaL" 

CORBA. 

The twelve or fifteen millions of Coreans have to this day no portion of ihe Holy 
Scriptures in their own tongue. Their country as is well known, has for 2,000 years been 
hermetically sealed against visitors from without ; and has succeeded till now in excluding 
even the Christian missionary who has found his way almost throughout the known world. 
The Japanese have recently forced a treaty on their neighbours, which now gives them 
access to one port ; and the new native Church of Japan have resolved (it is said against the 
wish of their pastors and teachers) to send one of their number to carry to Corea that 
€k>spel which has so recently won their allegiance. Yet more significant of the new order 
of things probably in store for this jealously-guarded country, one half of the New Testa- 
ment has now been translated into the language of Corea. The translator, the Rev. John 
Ross, missionary of the United Presbyterian Church at New Chwang, Manotruxia, told the 
story of his work to the Western Committee of the National Bible Society of Scotland at its 
meeting in Glasgow, a few days ago, and laid on its table a fair copy in hb. of the complete 
Gospel of Matthew. Mr. Ross has under great difficulties succeeded in producing a version 
which has been found easily intelligible by all the stray Coreans who have made their way 
through the famous '^Gate " which separates their country from North-China. The language 
is said to be phonetic, and to be so easily acquired that it is read and written by the entire 
adult population of the country. The committee cordially agreed to render Mr. Ross every 
aMistance in their j>ower in printing one Gospel by way of experiment. 

CENTRAL AFRICA. 

The directors of the London Missionary Society received, on the 22nd ult., the following 
mournful tidings by telegraph from Aden : "Dr. Mullens died near Mpwapwa, 10th July. 
Peritonitis. Particulars mail." In communicating this telegram, the Rev. R. Robinson 
says : " Thus, after being encouraged by some good tidings that came to us on Saturday 
last [Aug. 1 6] from Zanzibar, we are filled with grief as we learn that another noble and 
devoted man has sacrificed his life in attempting to reach and benefit the tribes of Central 
Africa. It was with great reluctance the directors of our society accepted die urgent and 
disinterested offer of my colleague, our Foreign Secretary, to go forth and aid in establishing 
the minion on Lake Tanganyika, and they are sure that their numerous friends throughout 
the country, and all who feel an interest in ' the dark continent,' will share the deep regret 
these mournful tidings have produced. The society has thus suffered an all but irreparable 
loss." The favourable intelligence to which Mr. Robinson refers as having been previously 
received was but scanty in amount, and was contained in a letter from the London Missionary 
Society's agents, brought by the last African mail, no letter being received by that mail from 
the missionaries. The agents expressed some surprise that they had no correspondence to 
send home. They informed the directors, however, that it was evident the young missionary, 
the Rev. Arthur Dodgshun, about whom there had been many fears, had arrived safely at 
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Ujijiy as two of bis bearers had brought an order from him to the society's agents for the 
payment of some arrears due to them, and that on the 28th of March last " they left the white 
men at the Lake Tanganyika, all in good health." The agents also stated that from 
natiye reports they learnt that Dr. Mullens and his companions bad been going on their way 
to the interior successfully ; and by a portion of Mr. Southon's diary that came to hand, 
it appeared that, by the 20th of Jane, the party had reached Kikwazo, or nearly one-thinf 
of the distance from the coast to Mpwapwa. 

WB8TEBN AFBICA. 

Mr. H. Orattan Quinneas writes to the Ckristiany with reference to the ** Congo Inland 
Mission ** as follows : ** Six brethren from our Institute in London have already gone forth 
on that mission to Equatorial Africa — Messrs. Craven, Telford, Johnston, Petenon^ Vicars, 
and Richards, with the wives of two of them. Of these brethren, Telford has fallen asleep. 
It is now a year and eight months since the ' Livingstone or Congo Inland Mission ' was 
commenced. It has penetrated up the river as far as the Falls of Yellala, and has founded 
two stations, but has been arrested in its progress by the 180 miles of resistless rapids and 
cataracts on the Congo terminating in the Yellala FaUs, which totally prevent the aacent of 
the river throughout their extent, and also by the firm opposition of the native kings and 
tribes to the entrance of the white man, because they think to admit him will result in their 
losing the control and profits of the trade between tha coast and the interior. When 
Stanley was in England, he told one of th^ conmiittee of that mission that it would require 
an armed force of at least 600 to 1,000 men to overawe the natives and open up the way. 
Undismayed by this statement, and hoping only in God, the mission went forward as far as 
it could, and stood resolutely and patiently at the gigantic gates thus shut against it. And 
now without any effort on the part of these missionaries, those gigantic gates which barred 
their way aro being slowly opened ! The hearts of the mighty are in the hand of Gk>d. He 
has led the King of Belgium to send out an expedition, under the experienced guidance of 
Stanley, to open up the Congo ! That expedition has already started. We have full in- 
formation from head-quarters. Two days ago [August 1 2] in company with the Rev. A. 
Tilly, of Cardiff, the Hon. Secretary of the Congo Inland Mission, I had an hour's interview 
with the King of Belgium in his palace at Brussels, and our hearts wero indeed rejoiced by 
the spirit of noble enterprise and broad liberality displayed by that excellent monarch. It 
is his earnest desire that this expedition, which has been fitted out with the greatest care, 
and at large cost, should succeed in opening 'Equatorial Africa to all that can liberate 
and ennoble its inhabitants. The expedition has no political object. Neither has it a 
sectarian religious one. He himself is a Catholic, but he has a sincere admiration for true, 
self-denying missionaries of any Christian denomination, and has the kindest feeling 
towards h^ friends the English. It is his strong and distinctly expressed desire that 
this expedition should be conducted without bloodshed. Its object is to make exten- 
sive geographical explorations and to establish trade, and bloodshed would be inimical 
to the latter. Mr. Stanley had been provided with several steam launches for dififerent 
parts of the Congo, and had gone to Zanzibar to obtain the body of native helpers required 
to compose the expedition, and was to bring them round to the mouth of the Congo, and to 
ascend that river. They were prepared for a prolonged effort Having just received news 
from our brethren on the Congo, wc were enabled to inform the King of the arrival already 
of three of Stanley's party at Banana and Emboma, at the mouth of the Congo and mity 
miles up the river, sent on in advance of his party to prepare the way for their landing and 
starting for the interior. The brethren we had lately sent to reinforce the Congo Inland 
Mission had also arrived, and with them the party of the Baptist Mission, which intended to 
attempt their entrance to the Upper Congo by way of San Salvador. 

During his recent visit to the Yoruba Mission, the Bishop of Sierra Leone held eight 
confirmations, at Leke, Otta, Shunren, Abeokuta, Osfaielle, and im and around Lagos, laying 
his hands on 563 African candidates. At Lagos, he admitted to priest's orders the Rev. C. 
H. V. Gollmer and three native clergymen. 

SOUTH AFRIOA. 

The Berlin Missionary Society had, till lately, a mission station, founded some thirty- 
two years ago, and known as Ssron, on the Vaal River. The people among whom they 
laboured, the Korannas, though of a roving disposition, became, through their efforts, 
a settled congregation. The Boers have repeatedly brought trouble into the region^ 
and after having failed in their attempts to get Sir Theophilus Shepstone, the Governor 
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of the Traxuyaal, to aid them in their unjust procedoie, they niged that Saron was debate- 
able land between the Transvaal and Griqaaland West. The Governor of the latter territory 
sent Colonel Warren to regulate the matter. A Boer, O'Reilly by name, appeared at the 
^ station with a written order, purporting to come from the district magistrate, requiring the 
missionary, Mr. Brune, to leave the station. He was seized by some Boers, and carried, with 
'^ much ill-^atment, to Christiana. Colonel Warren had lefp before Mr. Brune arrived, but 
he had placed Major Bollestone in charge. This officer treated the missionary with much 
politeness, and sent him back instantly to Saron, to which he himself followed. Major 
RoUeatone rode unarmed among the Eorannas, and desired them to give up their arms. 
This they consented to do. The Boers after this hunted the bush for them. The result was 
that an appeal was made to arms, in which, apparently, one of the Boers was wounded and 
another killed. But the offender atoned by his own immediate death. The cry of rebel- 
lion was raised, and men, women, and children were taken captive. The missionary was 
kept under arrest, and the father of the wounded Boer struck him a blow upon his face with 
his hand. The next Jay Major Bollestone is reported to have separated the old and the 
weak, while the others were bound, and their property carried away as rightful booty. Mr. 
Brune was set at liberty, but strictly forbidden to return to the district. This is a case 
which calls at least for the most searching inquiry. 

MADAGASOAB. 

The following proclamation relating to education has been issued by the Queen of 
Madagascar : '' I, Queen Ranavalona, by the grace of God and the will of the people, Queen of 
Madagascar, and defender of the laws of my country, etc., thus I say to you of Iboina : I 
am glad because the gospel of Jesus Christ has come to my country and my kingdom to 
make wise my people in the knowledge of the true God. But it is not those here in 
Imerina only who receive it, for it has reached yourselves in Iboina also, and on that ac- 
count I thank God especially. And now I send you the numbers of the scholars in each of 
your towns. I have had them printed that they may all be seen by you, lest you should 
imagine that I do not see or hear ; for I do see and hear, because my subjects are every one 
eyes and ears to me. And when I examine the numbers of these your children at school, I 
observed that they are only as yet very few, and not in proportion to the largeness of your 
Iboina population. Therefore send your children |'j get knowledge, for the good of it will be a 
good to you and themselves — a means of keepi^ig account of your cattle and your money 
and all your property, and also a means of advancement, for I am a Sovereign who rewards 
the deserving with good. And you, fathers and mothers, also be diligent^ for it makes me 
glad to see my subjects wise. It is a thing which will benefit you that I command to be 
done, for if it were something that would injure you I would not do so ; but I know that 

it will cause you to prosper, and for that reason I insist upon all of you learning. And m^^i-- ^ 

be all of you diligent, and although you do not now know the sweetness of knowledg^^^ j 

wisdom, you will discover it when they become yours. — Saith Queen Ranavalona, Qiufacof i £^ ^'^ 
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Pbofxssob Brucke, who has been elected 
Rector of the University of Vienna, is the 
first Protestant who has held that office since 
the foundation of the University. 

Bishopric or Jamaica. — The Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York and the 
Bishop of London have nominated to the 
vacant bishopric of Jamaica the Right Rev. 
William Geoige Tozer, d.d., who graduated 
from St. John's College, Oxford, in 1851, 
was consecrated in 1863 as a missionary 
bishop, and as such worked for ten years on 
the East Coast of Africa. 

Thb Belgian Bishops have, at a Con- 



ference held at Mechlin, resolved, with regard 
to the new education law, that absolution is to 
be refused to all teachers and pupils of the 
public normal schools ; that teaching in all 
public schools being schismatical, all teachers 
employed in them are excommunicated ; that 
absolution is to be refused to the teachers 
of all public schoolB, without any exception ; 
and that the children attending the public 
schools, being considered as acting without 
discernment, may be admitted provisionally 
to first communion. 

Thb Priesthood m Malta. — ^From a 
return laid before the House of Commons 
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it appears that out of a populatioaof 142,000 
bouIb', 1,210 are clergy, and 45,400 have no 
occapation. Applying these proportions to 
Great Britain and Ireluid, there would be in 
the 32,000,000 no lees than 272,000 clergy,, 
and upwards of 10,000,000 of persons with- 
out any occupation. This enormous pro- 
portion of clergy in Malta fully accounts for 
the bigoted, priest-ridden condition of this 
fertile little island. — Corrwpo^ident, 

The Cut of Basle lately wore an un- 
usual air of fe8ti\rity. The great Federal 
Prize-shooting, which only takes place every 
three or four years, was to be held here, and 
crowds of people, both Swiss, Germans, and 
French, flocked together to take part in the 
amusements of those days. The Bible Society 
did not let the opportunity pass unheeded. 
A Bible-stand was procured on the shooting- 
grounds. Thirty-One Bibles, 185 Testaments, 
and 1,436 parte of Scripture were sold, and 
to eadi of the tirtwn a part of the Scriptures 
was given gratis as a remembrance of the 
festival days. 

A Special Chubch Missionary Fund 
has been opened as a memorial to the late 



Miss Frances Ridley Havergal. This me* 
morial has aaeumed a twofold shape. The 
money, when raised, will be expended in the 
training and employment of native Bible- 
women in India, and in the transiation and 
ciroulation, in that country at first, and in 
other fields of missionary labour if the amoont 
raised permits, of selected portions of Ml» 
Havetgars works. 

<* MoNASTBBT Sbobetb.* — ^The monks of 
Lebiadyn, in Russia, in a petition addxeseed 
to the Holy Consistory of their province,, 
complain of the barbarous and inhuman 
treatment they have nindeigone at the hands 
of their Prior, Father Isidore. This ferocious 
ecclesiastic, ever since his accession to office, 
has done little else but torture his subordi- 
nate brethren, cuffing, beating, and starving 
them without mercy. One monk was flayed 
to death by his orden, and two more died 
of starvation. Two hanged themselves, two 
drowned themselves, and one cat his throat, 
driven to despair by his superior's xelantleu 
brutality. The attention of tiie Qmr is 
said to have been called to the tragedy of 
Lebiadyn. 



THE BASLE CONFERENCE. 
ENGL1SH-SPEAKII70 MEETINGS. Etc. 

The complete programme of the Anglo-American and other English-speaking meetings 
now stands as follows : — 

Each morning, at 7.30, a Prayer-meeting will be held in the Lower Hall of the 
Yereinshans. 

Monday, Sept. 1st, at 7 p.m. — In the French Church, Sermon by the Rev. Donald 
Fraser, d.d. In the Great Hall of the Vereiushaus, at 8 p.m.. Address by the Rev. John 
Stougbton, D.D. Subject : " The Connection between Basle and Early English Protestants.*^ 

Tttesdat, Sept. 2nd, at 3 p.m. — In the French Church. Subject : *' Sunday-echools.'^ 
Addresses by the Rev. T. D. Anderson, d.d. (New York) ; Sir Charles Reed, ll.d. ; and 
the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, d.d. Open Conference. 

. ANGLO-AMERICAN SECTIONAL MEETINGS. 

Wednesday, Sept. 3rd, at 9 a.m. and 2 pji. — In the French Church. Address of 
Welcome by M. A. Vischer-Sarasin, President of the Basle Committee. 1* "Christian 
Union as an Evidence of the Truth of Christianity." Addresses by the Rev. Prebendary 
Anderson, m.a, and Rev. W. B. Pope, d.d. Open Conference. 2. '' The Present State of 
Religious Liberty.'* Addresses by the Rev. J. H. Rigg, dj>. ; Rev. Eustace EL Condor,. 
m.a. ; Rev. J. P. Thompson, d.d. (Berlin) ; and Rev. S. Gilman Brown, d.d. (New Fork). 
Open Conference. 

Thursday, Sept. 4th, at 3 p.m. — In the French Church. Subject: ''Socialism.'^ 
Address by the Rev. Dr. Washburn (New York). Open Conference. At 7 P.x.| in tho 
French Church, Sermon by the Rev. Canon Battersby, m.a. 

Friday, Sept 6th, at 3 p.m. — In the French Church. Bisumi of some of the Addvssns 
given in the Qeneral Conference. 

A full report of the proceedings will be given in the October number of BmmffUUai 
ChrUtendom, 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ORGANIZATION, 

TO BB HELD IN EDINBUBOH OK OCTOBER 88th AUD FOLLOWIKO DATa 

The BrAiieh of the Alliance in Edinhargh haying conveyed to the Coancil of the British 
Oiganization its desiie, accompanied bj a warm invitation^ that it might be fonnd praeticabl® 
to hold the Annnal Conference for thii year in that city, it has been ananimoaaly resolved 
to make amngementa for this purpose. The Coancil have great pleasure in notifying to 
the members and friends of the AlUaaee that the invitation of the Scotch brethren has been 
accepted for the 28th and following days in October next. The Council are glad to 
think that those friends who have been prevented attending the Qeneral Conference at Basle 
will have in Edinburgh an opportunity of hearing the particulars of that interesiiug gather- 
ing of ChriatiaBS from all lands ; and the revived interest taken in the Alliance by brethren 
in Scotland the Council regard as affording a good hope of a rich blessing from Qod. 

Christian friends intending to be present are informed that they will receive a cordial 
welcome and hospitable entertainment. It is hoped that a large number of members and 
fnends of the Alliance from England and Ireland will be present 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



A special meeting of Council was held on 
Friday, August let ; John Finch, Esq., after- 
wards Donald MathesoD, Esq., in the cbair. 
After reading the Scriptures, prayer was offered 
by Colonel Sandwith. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 
Mrs. Knox, Ramsgate. 
Mr. and Mrs Pilcber, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Joseph Fry, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Perkins, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Spindler, Ramsgate. 
Misses Brown, Ramsgate. 
Miss C. Habershon, Ramsgate. 
Miss Day, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Cowdell, Ramsgate. 
Miss Hope, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Kelly, Ramsgate. 
Miss Haywood, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Williamson, Ramsgate. 
Mrs. Bradshaw, Ramsgate. 
Miss Franks, Ramsgate. 
Miss Lacey, Ramsgate. 
Miss Barber, Ramsgate. 
' Mr. Chancellor, Ramsgate. 
Major»€teneral Qraydon, London. 
Maj.-Gen. Stubbs, c.B., Castle Bellingham. 
Rev. J. P. Sandlands, Thrapstone. 
Rev. Alfred Sturge, Dartford. 
James Player, Esq., Reading. 
Rev. Gteo^e Waterman, Alton. 
Rev. Joseph Morris, Ilfracombe. 
Julius Rohebach, Esq., Cnrbar. 

ANNUAL CONFBBENCB. 

A communication was read from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Edinburgh Branch as 
follows: — 

"Edinburgh, July 29, 1879. 
[ '*' My dear Sir, — I have now the pleasure, 



on behalf of the Edinburgh members and 
friends of the Evangelical Alliance, to convey 
to the Council of the British Organization a 
most hearty invitation to hold the Annual 
Conference of the Alliance in Edinburgh for 
the current year. 

" We recommend that the meetings should 
open on the evening of Tuesday, October 28th, 
with a reception by the President and Council ; 
and that the whole of the two following days 
should be devoted ^o business, conference, 
and prayer. 

'* The President and Edinburgh Committee 
are most anxious that a programme should be 
presented likely to attract their Scotch friends, 
and the Committee desire me to forward to 
you the enclosed sketch programme, which 
the Committee iu Edinburgh very respect- 
fully commend to the consideration of the 
Council in London. 

'' In the hope that the rich blessing of God 
will rest upon the Conference at Baale and 
the after-meetings in Edinburgh, 

*' I remain, my dear Sir, 

** Yours sincerely, 
" (Signed) John Edward Dovet, 

" A. J. Arnold, Esq." Hon. Sec. 

The draft programme, proposed by the 
Edinburgh Committee, was also submitted. 
After full consideration, it was proposed by 
Colonel Sandwith, seconded by Mr. Donald 
Matheson, and resolved : '' That the invita- 
tion of the Edinburgh Committee be accepted, 
and that it be referred to the Consultation 
Committee to arrange the details in conjunc- 
tion with the Edinburgh friends." 

INVITATION to WEBK OF FBATER, 1880. 

The Secretaries laid on the table copies of 
the draft invitation for the Week of Prayer, 
1880, prepared by a member of the Council, 
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and approved hj the 'Honorary Secretaries. 
It was resolved that the draft be sabmitted, 
as nsnal, to the representatives of the foreign 
branches. 

BASLE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

It was reported that the special fund for 
the Basle Conference now amounted to over 
£625. 

A letter was read from John Macgregor, 
Esq., Honorary Secretary of the Tyndale 
Memorial Committee, asking that the subject 
of the proposed memorial statue to William 
Tyndale should be brought before the Con- 
ference in Basle. 

It was resolved : *' That this Committee re- 
cords its cordial expression of sympathy with 
the proposed movement, and requests the 
Rev. Dr. Stoughton to refer to the subject, 



if practicable, in his paper on *The Con- 
nection between Basle and Early English 
Protestants.' " 

A memorial from pastors and others ia 
Bohemia on the subject of religious intoler- 
ance at present existing in the Aastriaa 
Empire, was read, with a letter requesting tSiat 
the memorial should be presented to the 
Basle Conference. 

The Secretary stated that the Bev. Dr. 
Thompson, of Berlin, was preparing (at the 
request of the American Branch) a verified 
statement of the whole case. 

It was agreed that the memorial from the 
brethren in Bohemia should be brought up 
at the English sectional meeting at which Dr. 
Thompson's paper is to be presented. 



SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. 



The monthly meeting for July was held 
at the house of Wm. Morris, Esq., Brixton 
Rise. 

The Rev. Dr. Stanton, of Cincinnati, U.S., 
said this was the second meeting he had at- 
tended, and he felt the greatest happiness on 
thus meeting Christian brethren. The points 
in which Christians agree are vastly more vital 
and important than those in which they differ. 
He could not but remaYk upon the appro- 
priateness of the two chapters which had been 
read — Isaiah liii. and John xvii. ; the former 
e mtaining the ground of our hope, and the 
latter setting forth the great duty of labour- 
ing for oneness in brotherly love. He said 
the New York Conference had been a truly 
representative meeting. The Dean of Can- 
terbury and others then communed in a Pres- 
byterian church. The great privileges of the 
English-speaking people imposed great re- 
sponsibility upon them — ^not less than that 
of taking the Gospel everywhere, and fill- 
ing the earth with the glory of Christ. He 
said the American census of 1880 would pro- 
bably show a population of 60,000,000, and 
in twenty-five years more he expected it would 
amount to 100,000,000, exclusive of Canada. 
While England and America were for pure 
Christianity, the influence of France, Spain, 
Portugal, and Austria was wanting or dis- 
astrous. Even in Germany the type of 
Protestantism detracts from its best influence 
and character. Wherever the arms and influ- 
ence of England go, there true liberty follows. 

Major-General Field, c.a, one of the 
Secretaries, spoke at length on the principles 
and objects of the Alliance, its work at home 
and abroad. He mentioned that he had been 



a member for thirty years, having joined it 
when it was first introduced into India; and 
his whole heart was with the Alliance, be- 
cause its one great object was to exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christy and to promote union and 
brotherly love among His disciples. It waa 
the will of the Lord that the unity of His 
Church should be manifested before an un- 
believing world as a witness to Him and His 
truth ; and when His people dwelt in love, 
seeking to obey His new commandment, and 
receiving one another to the glory of Gk>d, 
then would the Word of Life go forth with 
power by all His ministering servants, and 
sinners be won to Christ. A deeply interesting 
account of the sufferings of the Lutheran 
pastors at Hesse-Darmstadt, and of the relief 
brought to them through the agency of the 
Alliance, and also of the oppreseion and 
persecution which brethren in JBohemia and 
Austria are at the present time enduring, 
was given ; and the General concluded by 
an appeal to all present to be earnest in 
seeking to promote the ends which the 
Alliance has in view to the glory of God. 

The Rev. Dr. MacEwan said the Evangelical 
Alliance might congratulate itself in having 
secured the services of so able a man as General 
Field. Dr. MacEwan had a great respect for 
those soldiers who fight for ua. This good 
soldier of the Crown and country now proves 
himself a good soldier of Jesus Christy the 
Prince of Peace. He said we had deep sym- 
pathy with our brothers and sisters across the 
Atlantic, who spoke the same language, and 
with whose institutions, religious sentiments, 
and missionary enterprises we agreed. They 
had so solved many problems; and he agreed 
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mitb Dr. Stanton that there is far more 



formerly, in Scotland especially. He hoped 



union among Eyaogelical denominations than for more union, co-operation, and communion 

ALLIANCE MEETINGS AT RAMSQATE. 



The Secretary, Major-Qeneral Field, O.B., 
Tinted Ramsgate on the 17th of July, hold- 
ing meetings on that day in connection 
irith the Alliance. At noon, an united 
prayer-meeting, which was well attended, 
took place, and an address was gi^en. At 
four pji., in the same large room of the 
"Christian Library," a numerous company 
assembled to hear from General Field an 
address on the " Principles and Objects of the 
Alliance : its Work in the Past and Present" 
The Rev. H. J. Beyis, the oldest minis- 
ter in the town, took the chair, and 
gave an interesting account of how the 
Alliance many years ago had taken root in 
Bamsgate, and continued for some years to 
promote union and love among the Lord's 
people, and he felt very glad that there was 
a prospect of its happy influence being 
revived in the place. General Field spoke 
at considerable length, and deep interest was 
manifested in the account he gave of the 
manner in which God had blessed the direct 



and indirect influence of the Alliance in the 
promotion of union and fellowship among all 
who love the Lord Jesus. He dwelt much 
on the daty of all believers to seek to mani- 
fest the unity existing in the Church of the 
Living God, and in the activities of love to 
exhibit to an unbelieving world the power 
and beauty of true godliness. The relief 
lately brought to the Lutheran pastors at 
Hesse-Darmstadt (who had been deprived of 
religious liberty) by the agency of the Alli- 
ance, and the deliverance of persecuted 
brethren in Spain and Egypt at the close of 
last year effected by its interference, drew 
out many hearts in thankfulness to Gk>d. 
The account also given of oppression and 
persecution now being endured by the Lord's 
people in Bohemia and Austria excited the 
liveliest sympathy ; and information regarding 
the General Conference about to take place 
at Basle was received with much interest. 
Many friends at the close of the meeting 
gave their names as members. 



RELIGIOUS AWAKENING IN WESTPHALIA. 



Adjacent to the well-known Roman Catho- 
lic city of Cologne lies the small district of 
Siegen, in Westphalia, containing a population 
of some thirty to forty thousand. This dis- 
trict may be described as an island — not 
surrounded by water, however, but by a 
decidedly Roman Catholic people. Historic- 
ally, it is very interesting, for its inhabitonts 
embraced the doctrines of the Reformation 
three hundred years ago, and have retained 
them in their purity to this day, though often 
at the cost of much sufiering from the antago- 
nism of their neighbours, the Archbishops of 
Cologne. The celebrated Heinrich Jung 
Stilling was a native of Siegen, his father 
being a charcoal-burner in the forests which 
abound there ; while the gifted son rose from 
being a tailor to- a high position in royal 
circles, and was as distingmshed for his deep 
piety as for his wonderful talents. A 
daughter of his, not many years deceased, 
lived to a great age, and educated thousands 
of the higher class German girls, among 
them the only daughter of the present 
Emperor — ^the Grand Duchess of Baden — so 
highly esteemed as a devoted Christian 
woman. 

Fraulein Jung Stilling was wont to say 
that in her experience of the thousands of 



young people who passed under her care, no 
two were exactly alike]; each had her own indi- 
viduality — a wonderful testimony to the crea- 
tive power of Qod, In the church at Siegen a 
bust of Stilling may still be seen, and a 
monument to his memory in good preserva- 
tion. This small district of Westphalia was 
also the home of the celebrated painter, 
Rubens, and, what to us English is still 
more interesting, of the House of Orange, one 
of whose princes became our William the 
Third, of famous memory, as the instrument 
chosen by God to deliver our country from 
the then threatening yoke of Papacy, and to 
settle in good measure our present glorious 
constitution, as it has, perhaps] not very 
accurately, been called. The people of 
Siegen are a remarkably industrious race, 
but have suffered severely since the intro- 
duction of free trade, being unable to produce 
iron, the chief resource of their soil, so cheap 
as the imported article can be obtained. 

But God disciplines His children to pre- 
pare them for better than temporal prosperity; 
and so it has been in Siegen, for in autumn, 
1877, a marvellous awakening arose there, 
especially powerful amongst young men ; and 
now, including all classes, 800 or more 
decided conversions have occurred, and the 
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work grows rapidly, tbongh very uiently. In 
one village alo&e are to be foood in every 
houee converted men and women, yonng and 
old ; and, as UBual in such awokeningf, this 
inclades some of the woiBt cbaiacters. 
'' Thus/' said the Qerman minister who re- 



lated this to the writer, " notonly in fatoaied 
England, bat in the land of old Lothar too, 
wonders of grace are seen in these latter days ; 
and let ns have the earnest prayeia of our 
British brethren that these thing* may gnm 
and increase abundantly." 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

8Uin)AY. OCTOBER IS, ASID MONDAY, OCTOBBB 20» 1879. 



ne Committee of the Sunday-school 
Union have renewed their appeal in a cir- 
cular, just issued, the substance of which we 
subjoin, for the setting apart of two days for 
united intercessory prayer. The Christian 
Church in aU lands, with one assent, agree 
that this season of united prayer should be 
annual, and the poet^s thought thus realized 
in a glorious sense — 

" The whole tonsd world is every way, 
Bound with gold ohains about the feet of God." 

The dawn of the centenary of Sunday- 
schools will lead to the review of the past, 
and add greatly to the importance of this 
occasion. 

It is suggested that the following arrange- 
ments should, as far as practicable, be ob- 
served : — 

That on Lord's-day morning, October 
19th, from 7 to 8 o'clock, private interces- 
sory prayer be offered on behalf of Sunday- 
echools (Matthew vi. 6). That the openiog 
engagements of the morning school be pre- 



ceded by a meeting of the teachers for 
prayer. That ministers be asked to preadli 
special sermons on the claims of the Sunday- 
Bchool upon the Christian Church. That in 
the afternoon the ordinary engagemente of 
each school be shortened, and scholan be 
gathered for a devotional service, interspersed 
with singing and appropriate addressee. To 
this service the parente of the scholan might 
be invited. That at the close of the after- 
noon or evening service, the teachers, in 
union with other Christians, meet for thanka- 
giving and prayer. 

That on Monday morning, October lOtfa, 
teachers again bring their scholars, one by 
one, in private prayer before God. That in 
the course of the day the female teachers of 
each school hold a meeting of united prayer 
and thanksgiving. That in the evening each 
church or congregation be invited to hold a 
meeting, at which the interests of the Sunday- 
school should form the theme of the prayers 
and addresses. 
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THE MONTH. f^/J" 

Wb have doubtless anticipated the wishes of our readers by so larg|9[7\)0(Sup7ins; 
the space in our present number — ^which, for thLs occasion, has been enlarged — with 
the proceedings of the Evangelical Alliance Conference, held last month at Basle. 
The seventh of the General or International Conferences, summoned by the Alliance, 
it was one of the most numerously attended, most gratifying, and most successful of 
the whole series ; and we may be certain that while by many the London, Paris, 
Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, and New York gatherings are held in pleasing remem- 
brance, the recollections of the remarkable assembly which met at Basle will be 
cherished with life-long satisfaction by all who were privileged to mingle in its 
varied and important engagements. The New York Conference alone could compara 
with that of Basle in regard to the very lai^e attendance which took place day after 
day. At nearly every sitting of the Basle Conference some fifteen hundred {leraons 
were present, and frequently there were two meetings held at the same time. The 
early morning prayer-meetings were well sustained — ^that held in German having 
generally some twelve hundred attendants. There may be those who are disposed 
to regard the Evangelical Alliance as a mere British society, meeting, for an occa- 
sion like this, with certain foreign friends added to their number, upon the Con- 
tinent, but still constituting, after all, an essentially English institution. But the 
fact is, that scarcely any but the sectional meetings and particular services for the 
English and Americans were conducted in English. In the proceedings of 
the Conference proper, German and French, the languages of Switzerland and oC 
the two greatest continental nations, were those used. Even such addresses as 
were prepared by their respective authors in English were delivered in German or 
French. The psalmody — which began with the stirring and powerful strains of 
Luther's hymn, ^^Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott!" resounding from one hall in the 
Yereinshaus to another, and which was sung in old St. Martin's Church to the accom- 
paniment of organ and trumpets — ^was of course in German. When, at the call of 
Dr. Baur, the Conference arose as one man, and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed,, 
it was in German that that confession was spoken. Events have kept German and 
French brethren too long asunder, but in this Conference they were onoe more 
combined in the acknowledgment of a common fidth and in the promotion of the same 
exalted aims. The President of the Congress, Herr Charles Sarasin (of French 
descent, but a Grerman by association and education), early in his opening address 
referred to this fact, and gave the advice, which was taken in good part, to the 
brethren of those two nations to foi^et the matters on which they differed and to 
shake hands on the ground of their common faith. 

As in previous Conferences, it was found necessary to restrict the speakers to a 
limited time eacb| and hence much that was prepared for the occasion was not 
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delivered. In the reports of the religioas condition of various conntries, which began 
with Switzerland, and included Germany, France, Great Britain, Holland, Austna, 
and the United States, we observe that as the brightest features in a report were 
sometimes reserved till the last, for the reading of which there was no time, a leas 
cheering impression was sometimes produced than a speaker had intended. What- 
ever shadows might seem to fall over the pictures drawn of some lands, however, 
there was a clear sky over the religious atmosphere of the United States, as this was 
depicted by its accomplished citizen and divine, Dr. Philip Schaff, who, we may 
remark, is a Swiss fGrisons) by birth, a German by education, and an American by 
adoption. His paper was already in print in English, but he presented it to the 
Conference, in a condensed form, in his native tongue. Dr. Stoughton's valuable 
contribution to the history of " the Connection between Basle and £arly Kngliah 
Protestants," and others, might be specified as of deep interest ; but for these we 
must refer to our report. 

The private and public hospitalities enjoyed by the guests of the old city were 
a noticeable feature in the engagements of the week. There was the warmest 
welcome, offered in a truly Christian spirit. The garden parties were among tbe 
most simple yet most delightful modes by which the Basle brethren sought to give 
pleasure to their guests. Gatherings of this kind, pleasant anywhere, were doubly so 
amid the circumstances in question, and beneath the skies of Switzerland. 

The members of the Conference did something more, however, than mutually 
enlarge their personal acquaintance, their knowledge of the religious condition of the 
countries they respectively represented, and the ideas entertained in different lands on 
important questions of common interest to the whole of Christendom. Besolutions 
were passed on the question of religious liberty, and measures adopted to secure its 
advancement — one of these being the appointment of an international committee, to 
whom is entrusted the mission of making such representations upon the subject as 
may be neoessaiy to the Sovereign under whose sway violations of such liberty have 
occurred. Action was also taken by the Conference upon the opium traffic with China, 
and a strongly- worded resolution was adopted, directing an appeal upon the subject to 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. The administration of the Lord's 
Supper, which immediately preceded the final farewells, was attended by some three 
thousand communicants. This hallowed season fitly concluded the engagements of a 
most memorable week. 



The melancholy news from Afghanistan has faUen like a thunderbolt on those 
who imagined that our troubles in that country had, by the Treaty of Gandamak, 
been disposed of once for all. The fearfiil tidings form a singular and not unin* 
structive commentary on the recent despatch of Lord Salisbury, in which he con- 
gratulated the British public on the conclusion of the recent war, the advantages of 
our new frontier, imd the benefits which, by the Treaty in qnestioiiy Great Britain 
was almost certain to secure. Certainly the Government were utterly imprepared 
for a catastrophe so bloody and so terrible; and of thia they have given proof in the 
&ct that not only was there no British force in Cabul to defend the Besidenoy, but 
that our Indian troops had been almost entirely withdrawn from the vicinity of 
AfghaniBt^fcn. For this they have been severely oensured, yet the ciicmnstaBoeB 
dearly show that, notwithstanding all predictions to the contrary, they sincerely 
and thoroughly believed that their new policy was a safe one, and that it might be 
easily as well as securely carried out. Of the details of the massacre we have no 
desire here to speak. It appears to have been unpremeditated — to have arisen, in 
the first inatanoe, from the discontent of several regiments of A%faan eokiiery at 
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not receiving all their pay ; whioh disconteat, breakiag out into opea matin j, waa, 
by an accident, tamed into a strong feeling of indignation against the foreiguecs 
located in their midst. None the less does it, doubtless, represent the feeling of 
bostility against the Britiah but too prevalent amongst a lai^ propottion, if not 
the majority, of the tribes which constitnte the A%han people. Sir Louis Cavagnari 
and his compatriots appear to have defended themselves most gallantly, and their 
nielancholy fate cannot but awaken the deepest sympathy and the most poignant 
and profound sorrow amongst all who bear the British name. The outbreak or 
revolt at Herat seems to have occurred almost simultaneously with the outrage at 
Cabul. From what we can at present learn, the Ameer seems to be exonerated from 
all complicity ; but he was and still is, of course, powerless in the hands of the mal- 
-contents. Meanwhile, all posc»ible agencies are put in requisition to get together an 
invading force, with which the war with the A%han people, if not with their 
Sovereign, may be at once renewed. What may be the outcome of all this it is 
impossible even to conjecture. More cost of blood and treasure, the awakening of 
rancorous passions on either side, and the germs of perpetual irritation, if not of 
fruitless and constantly recurring war, seem to be inevitable. Few right-minded 
men, of whatever party, can, we apprehend, but wish that the Home Government 
bad listened to the warnings so emphatically pressed upon them by statesmen of 
experience in India of the danger of the policy which has proved so fearfully 
disastrous. 

The capture of the King of Zululand seems to be conclusively regarded as the 
termination of the war in South Africa. We tinist this may prove to be the case; 
but we must not forget that the attitude and disposition of the people count for 
something, and that many of the tribes have not yet submitted or given up their arms. 
The policy of dividing the territories of the King of the Zulus amongst his subor- 
dinate or secondary chiefs may seem to be subtle and ingenious, but these qualities 
afford no guarantee of its success. Meanwhile, for the present, hostilities are sus- 
pended, if tliey have not finally ceased, although the attitude of various tribes upon 
the frontiers of the British colonies still affords occasion for uneasiness. The breaking 
up of the military power of the Zulus seems now more probable than heretofore, and 
should it be effected, many will doubtless praise the policy which made it possible 
who, should that policy but fail, will undoubtedly regard it as both unchristian and 
unjust. There are but too many amongst us who hold in practice, if not in theory, 
that the end sanctiiies the means. 



There has been of late a decided improvement in the weatlier, whioh has tended 
somewhat to revive the prospects of the harvest, although it is but too certain now 
that it will fall far short of the average even of scanty and defieient years. Mean- 
while the agricultural depression is assuming, a most serious and indeed alarming 
aspect. One thing at least is plain, that the whole of our 83rstem of land tenuoa 
needs careful and searchiug inquiry, with a view to such revision of the rela- 
tions between landlord, tenant, and labourer as may seem imperative. Of couxse, 
the changes advocated vary with the advocates; and the diversified and contrary 
views entertained in different sections of society, whilst all nevertheless agree thiU 
change of some sort is indispensable, only show how important it is that the entire 
question should be thoroughly investigated, irrespective of the prejudices and pre* 
possessions of party and of class. Unfortunately, however, it is not only in ngri* 
culture that distress and embarrassment prevail. All branches of trade, mann£EM:t«na^ 
and commerce are more or less affected ; and our winter prospects are consequently 
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anything bat bright. The hopes of a reviyal which a short time since were enter^ 
tainedy have subsided; and the evil, both actual and prospective, is aggravated bj 
political uncertainty. It is some alleviation of national anxiety to know that the 
municipal and parochial authorities of our large midland and northern towns are 
bracing themselves up for the coming emeigency, and organising extra-ordinary 
methods for family and individual relief. It may well be feared that, owing to the 
closing of many &ctories and mills, and the reduction of the number of hands 
employed in many more not actually closed, there will, in almost all our trading and 
manufacturing districts, during the approaching winter, be multitudes of able- 
bodied men thrown for support, in part at least, upon parochial rates. 



In the late Sir Rowland Hill the nation, not to say the world, has lost a man 
of public spirit who in his day has, in a degree almost immeasurable, been to all 
classes of society a public benefactor. A generation ago correspondence was a costly 
luxury, from which the humbler classes of society were almost entirely debarred, 
and which even to the middle classes was a serious item of expenditure. Not only 
did the cost of letters restrict within the narrowest limits the intercourse of fiimilies 
and friends; it operated as an impediment to trade, a barrier to commerce, and 
a grave restriction upon all progress, social, political, and educational. Sir 
Rowland Hill changed all that. His idea that the equalization of the rate of 
postage to and from all places in the United Kingdom, and the reduction of that 
rate to the lowest possible figure, would be as remunerative to the Post Office as it 
would be beneficial to the community at large, was at first re^rded as chimerical ; 
but his energy and persistency enabled him ultimately to beat down all opposition, 
and his idea, when realized in fact, was found to be all that he had predicted, and 
much more, in respect of practical result. It achieved, in fact, a silent but a perfect 
revolution in our social and commercial life. The change wrought was similar to 
that effected by the introduction of the railway system, and neas its fitting and 
appropriate sequel, the two combined producing benefits far beyond the imagination 
of their authors. Such a man as its inventor deserves to be held in the grateful 
remembrance of the British people, and has justly his place of sepulture in West- 
minster Abbey amongst our honoured and illustrious dead. 



Although Dr. Baring had, some months since, from failing health, resigned the 
see of Durham, his recent decease is a severe loss to the Church of England. Of the 
Evangelical section of the Church, he was one of the most decided and uncom* 
promising adherents ; and also one of the most laborious and indefatigable members 
of the Episcopate, devoting to the supply of the spiritual necessities of hia diocese 
an amount of intellect and energy which showed itself in permanent and practical 
results. He had held successively the incumbencies of All Souls', Langham Place, 
and Limpsfield, Surrey. On the death of Dr. Monk, in 1856, he became Bishop of 
Gloucester and Bristol; and five years later, on the death of Dr. Yilliers, he was trana- 
lated to the see of Durham. During his episcopate 119 new churches were erected 
in that diocese, and 129 were enlarged and restored; new parishes were formed, 
schools for elementary education were enlarged or built, and the numbers of the 
clergy greatly augmented. Wholly devoted to the maintenance of scriptural and 
Protestant truth, the whole weight of his influence was exerted against Ritual- 
istic or semi-Romish innovation. His object was eminently the salvation of 
souls, and the building up of Christians in the faith. He was undoubtedly a most 
faithful servant of his Lord and Master, and in his intercourse with other denomi- 
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nations of ChiistianB, ever evinced a 'truly catholic spirit, and an appreciation of 
all efforts, by whomsoever made, to promote the advancement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. 

We briefly noticed, in our last iasue, the almost irreparable loss which the 
London Missionary Society had sustained by the death of the Rev. Dr. Mullens- 
After long and efficient foreign service, in which he displayed untiring zeal in the 
promulgation of the Gospel, Dr. Mullens had for some time, as our readers are aware, 
occupied the post of Foreign Secretary to the society — an office for which he was 
eminently adapted. Six years ago the condition of the native Christian churches in 
Madagascar was felt to require the presence amongst them of a deputation composed 
of men of mature character and judgment, with whom those churches and their 
pastors might take counsel. Dr. Mullens, in conjunction with the Rev. John Fillans, 
was chosen for this important mission, and the satisfactory and effective mode in ^^ 

which its duties were discharged will be fresh in the recollection of many of our 
readers. More recently, the losses sustained by the mission planted on the shores of / -^ . ' 
Ltfike Tanganyika, and the need of placing it on a surer and more efficient basis,* O ^ r,^ 
prompted Dr. Mullens, with heroic and almost chivalrous ardour, once more ^.S CT c /^ . 
place his capacity for foreign service at the society's disposal. This offer wafiA;^ /^ .^-'^ 
accepted — though, from apprehension of the possible consequences, with reluctance — \ !>> ^ ^" 
and the self-denying zeal and ripe experience of the devoted missionary were again 
enlisted in a foreign field. It is some satisfaction to learn that his death is not 
solely or perhaps chiefly attributable to the pernicious influence of the climate of 
Sonth Africa, but may rather be ascribed to an ailment to which he had long been 
liable, and an attack of which, ten days before his death, was brought on by the 
fatigue and exposure incident to a long and wearisome journey. His decease is a 
calamity, not only for the Tanganyika mission, but for the entire missionary cause. 
The sympathy evinced with the directors by those connected with other missionary 
bodies, and emphatically expressed on behalf of the Church Missionary Society, 
whose missionaries showed to Dr. Mullens much personal kindness, and in whose 
burial-ground at Mpwapwa his remains are laid, is a gratifying exhibition of Chris- 
tian unity and love, and is one of many proofs thai Christ's disciples in the mission 
field are ever ready to bear one another's burdlons, and so to fulfil His law. 

RETRIBUTIONS OF HISTORY. 

Th£ course of time, especially in France, has brought about some changes sufficiently 
remarkable to deserve attention, even in connection with the buildings that have 
been used for the purpose of persecution, and the abode of those that figured more 
or less prominently in the wretched work. One or two such have recently come; to 
our notice. Our friend M Raoul de Cazenove — who, as our readers know, devotes 
so much of his leisure to the philanthropic and Christian task of ameliorating the 
condition of the French Waldenses of Fressinlore and Queyras — has just published 
the autobiographical Memoirs of Samuel de Pechels, a distinguished Huguenot 
refugee, imprisoned, plundered, and transported beyond the seas, for his constancy 
in the faith. M. de Pechels incidentally states, in this deeply moving narrative, 
that on the 16th of January, 1686, Murasson, the Consul of Montauban, with a suite 
of archers and sergeants, proceeded to the house where Pechels' family had taken 
refuge, and carried off with the utmost violence his younger sister, whom, by order 
of the Intendant, he shut up in the convent of Saint Claire. This was in the latter 
part of the seventeenth centuxy, close upon the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
Now iu the nineteenth century, this very edifice serves as the home of the Faculty 
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of Theology and Protestant Seminary of Moniauban. The Church which it was- 
proposed to crush, the religion which it was falsely stated by Louis xiv. had in 
fact ceased to exist in France, has come into possession of a building which might 
then justly have been esteemed a fit type of the work of which the famous Dra- 
gonades were a leading feature ! 

In the south-east of France another suggestive instance of this retribution may 
be mentioned. The Abbe of Caveyrac was perhaps the most audacious of all apolo> 
gists of Papal persecution in France. It was his plan to reduce to a minimum the 
number of victims to the murderous plot of Charles ix. and the Cruises, and his 
*' Apologie de la St. Barthelemi'' became the text-book of those who, in the interest 
of Borne and of despotism, were desirous of representing the crime that filled all 
Christendom with horror as, after all, a very insignificant affair. The Castle of 
Caveyrac, where he long resided, was adorned with busts and mantelpieces of the 
most beautiful marble presented to him by the Pope, in order to testify his satis- 
faction at the publication of the book just referred to. '* A few years ago," says 
M. Frossard, in his " Tableau Pittoresque, Scientifique et Moral du Nimes, et de ses 
Environs" (Supplement, p. 20), 'Hhese marbles were given to construct a pulptt 
and a communion-table in the church of the Protestants, situated within the castle 
itself r—New York Christian World. 



Jfnrcip Intelligence. 



FEANCE. 



[From our own Conespozident.] 

Paris, September, 1679. 

OOUHTBKrKIT CHBIBTIAiriTT. 

FilgrimBges, without being fashioDable this 
year, are, notwithstanding, the order of the 
day with the Ultcamontanes. After describ- 
iDg the coronation of the Virgin of La Salette, 
J. Lemoine, in the Journal des Dihats, says : 
" Thi^, then, is what they make of the Christian 
religion! A theatrical-costume show and a 
mineral - water shop ; and these are the 
masquerades they wish us to receive as re- 
ligion ! Gfod and Christ are no more in this 
church of fustian and merry Andrews — this 
wax-figure exhibition ! The result is easy to 
be foreseen. Those who drink of these 
waters will become idiots, and those who 
refuse to drink wUl become atheists. ... In 
this singular kind of Christianity there is, how- 
ever, One whom we look for in vain, and who 
is nowhere to be found — Jesus Christ. What 
has become of Him ? Where have they put 
Him V* Where, indeed 7 

A CURIOUS IXFIDinON 

was set on foot by the Catholic Marquis de 
Bays to colonize Port Breton, in the South 
Seas ; but when all was ready the French 
authorities declared that by a recent decision 
of the Miniiteri of Commerce, Foreign 
Aflkiis, and the Interior, colonists are not 



allowed to settle in a country where the 
French Government could not protect them 
against uncontmlled arbitrary dealing or 
tyranny. The Chandemagor, conaequentlyy 
sailed for Antwerp, where strange reports 
circulated as to the real destination of 
the men to be emWked ; and the Belgian 
Government declared it would withdraw the 
licence of any emigration agent who should 
cover with his name the embarkation of 
emigrants on board the Chandernagor. It 
has now gone to Flessingen, and is to sail 
under American colour?, with fresh handa^ 
the French crew having returned to Havre. 

THE AMNB8TIED C0MMUNI8TB. 

But the great event of the month has been 
the return from penal exile of 410 men of 
the Commune who reap the benefit of the 
amnesty. Calmness and quiet marked their 
arrival; most of them were in a state of 
destitution, and received two francs at once 
to secure a room. Collections, public and 
private, are made for them, and a grand fete 
at Belleville produced a considerable sum. 
Work, however, in slack, and great efforts 
must be made to find employment for them. 

THE STRUaaLE ON EDUCATION. 

The two parties, Jesuits and Freethinken, 
are preparing their weapons and missiles for 
the expected contest in the Senate, when it 
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meets and is called upon to sanction the 
Ferry Bills. The majority of thinking men 
regret their having been presented in a form 
which only excites hostility and violent party 
feeling, without in any wise meeting the real 
difficulty of the case. But Jesuitism will be 
more and more unveiled and held up to scorn, 
while the mass of the people are in the 
dilemma of accepting the only religion they 
know of, or casting off all faith whatever. 
The tendency is certainly and increasingly 
towards the latter. 

BSUaiON IN TOE HOSPITAIi. 

The visitation of the sick in the Parisian 
hospitals has been a very simple thing for 
many years past. In 1852 a regulation was 
made that every patient on entering should 
he asked his religious creed ; and if a Pro- 
testant, his name was inserted in a special 
register for the use of the Protestant pastor 
and visitors, and a capital " P ** was put on 
the card bearing his name on his bedstead. 
This was a safeguard and protection. Very 
seldom since then have any cases occurred of 
annoyance or persecution ; the regular visita- 
tion of the Protestants was secured, and the 
governors caused their rights to be respected. 
Cowards who shrunk from stating their creed 
were, of course, subjected to the visits of 
priests, and supposed to be bad Catholics. 
A new regulation has recently called forth 
much controversy. The Prefect of the Seine 
has ordered that '^ on the entrance of a patient 
he must declare whether he wishes during 
his stay in the hospital to have the aid of 
religion. Should he say 'No,' the priest, 
pastor, or rabbi will have no right to 
approach his bed. If the patient should 
change his mind and wish to be visited by 
priest, pastor, or rabbi, he must make his 
declaration in presence of witnesses, such as 
the governor, steward, etc." No doubt the 
intention is to secure liberty to the patients, 
but in practice it is likely to be found 
tyrannical and fatal to many souk, who, on 
entering, declare the contrary to what they 
would wish were they not strangers to religion 
and the comforts of the Qospel, or perhaps are 
'imply afraid of the consequences of asking 
lor religions assistance. Fancy a man whose 
soul wakes up, and whose conscience begins 
to speak, finding that he has deprived himself 
of the possibility of having a religious book 
or a leligioas conversation, unless he makes 
a solemn declaration before witnesses that he 
has changed his mind ! And this a sick man, 
a prey to weakness, debility, and pain. And, 
on the other hand, fancy a patient who might 
be azonsed, comforted, and saved by a timely 



visit, being for ever precluded from it! 
Happily, such regulations are seldom harshly 
carried out They would never have been 
called for, had not the spirit of persecution 
shown itself, and the spirit of hatred against 
its representative, the priest, been aroused. 
These things, among others, show that the 
two armies are mustering in every part of 
the land. 

THE BASLE CONFERENCE, 

and the meeting of the Young Men's Christian 
Associations, at Montmeyvdn, have filled the 
columns of the Protestant press with an unusual 
amount of solid and edifying matter. In- 
teresting meetings are held in various parts 
of France. M. R^veillaud has lectured at 
Aiz-les-Bains, Modane, and elsewhere, with 
hopeful results, the Roman Catholics entreat- 
ing him to come again. 

PROTESTANT EVANGELIZATION. 

In one department an evangelist sends a 
tract by post to all the electors, with an 
invitation to attend a ''conference,'' with 
their families, in the Protestant church (if 
there is one in the place), at a certain day 
and hour. In places where no Protestants 
exist the tract is accompanied by the printed 
words, " If you wish for Evangelical meetings, 

write to M ." This succeeds generally, 

and meetings are held. On fair-days tracts 
are distributed by hand. Tens of thousands 
of tracts are thus given away in a department 
entirely Roman Catholic. The Univers is in 
grand perturbation about all this, and cannot 
find epithets horrid enough to apply to the ex- 
cellent man who has for years past quietly 
sent by post a New Testament to every 
schoolmaster he has the funds with which to 
supply, or to the zealous pastor now working 
in the Creuse. The tracts principally given 
are the '' Publications Populaires," which are 
uncontroversial ; bat some add pamphlets 
explaining Protestantism, or opening up the 
dangers of Jesaitism. The Rev. William 
Qibson has brought out a collection of 
favourite hymns with music, for the use of 
the new ''people's meetings,'* which flourish, 
under his wise superintendence, in Paris, St. 
Ouen, St. Denis, and Levallois. He has 
commenced them recently in Rouen and in 
Havre. The Marseilles and Toulon meetings 
prosper in the hands of Messrs. Saillens and 
Massis, and tend to increase in other places 
also. 

In all these, as in the McAll meetings, no 
controversy is used. It seems a relief to the 
people to find meetings and receive books in 
which there is no criticising and fault-finding 
with others. There is, we think, an opening 
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loT a CYimtiaa popular periodical, to be 
eatirely devoted t » the uncontrovergial work 
commenced in the«e meetings, and to lead on 
the people to a deirer and deeper experience. 
Every Protestant section of the Church is, 
it is true, represented by some religions 
jourual ; but not one of these avoids the 



temptation of slashing Rome in one form or 
another, besides being more or lees sharp on 
other churches. Not one is suitable for this 
peculiar work of carrying on simply, in 
popular language, the development of Qospel 
teaching, snd the building up of thoee who 
have received the truth. 



ITALY. 



THB TAUDOIS OHUBCH. 

The Synod of the Yaudois or Waldensian 
Church met on the afternoon of Monday, 
{September 1, and continued its sittings during 
the week at La Tour, a small town in Pied- 
mont, not far from Turin, which has come to 
be regarded historically as the head-quarters 
f*f the Church. La Tour was the centre 
of the persecution to which the Yaudois 
Christians were formerly subjected ; and 
there now they have a large and prosperous 
congregation and their college for training 
young men for the Theological Seminary at 
Florence. 

The proceedings commenced with a sermon 
] 'reached by Pastor Pons, of La Tour, and 
(in accordance with the usage of the Yaudois 
of many past ages) with the ordination of a 
candidate for the ministry. After the im- 
position of hands had been given by the 
assembled pastors, the newly-ordained minister 
received from the Moderator a fraternal 
oalutation and the right hand of fellowship 
in the name of the Synod. On the formal 
couEtitution of the Synod, the Rev. Dr. 
P. Lantaret, pastor, was elected President, 
and the Rev. J. Weitzecker, evangelist, Yice- 
President. The reading of a number of 
reports — the most important being that of 
the '^ Table," or standing committee — for the 
past year, and discussions thereon, followed. 
The vote adopted as the result of the examina- 
tion of the proceedings reported by the Table 
was: "The Synod expresses to the Table 
the deep sense of gratitude which it feels for 
the devotedness, zeal, and energy with which 
it has lul filled its duties." The report on 
the ''work of evangelization'" having been 
referred for examination to a committee, the 
report of the latter was read by Signer 
Ribetii. It showed that this work, far from 
remaining stationary, was progressing in every 
respect. For three years past the number 
of hearers, communicants, and admissions, as 
well as the sums contributed, have all shown 
an increase. Dr. MacGwan addressed the 
Synod as a deputation from the Presbyterian 
Church of England, and met with a most 
coidial reception. 



PRIE8TLT ISTOLKBANCK IH BOKK. 

The Correspondent of the DtiUy Ifetm at 
Rome sends some painful particulars of a 
disgraceful act of priestly intolennce which 
has ju&t occurred in that city. He saye : — 

For some years there lived at No. 1 7 of 
the Yia Giulia — ^the quaint old street that 
runs between the Ponte di Sent' Angelo and 
the Ponte Sisto — one Giovanni Franoeechi, a 
convert, and a very devout convert, to the 
Protestant faith. A few days ago he was 
attacked by a severe illness, and he tele- 
graphed to the Rev. Giovanni Ribetti, the 
Waldensian pastor, then residing at Pinerolo, 
to come and soothe his last moments. M. 
Ribetti at once obeyed the summons, and 
within a few minutes after his arrival in 
Rome he was at Franceschi's bedside. Fran- 
ceschi then narrated to him the persecution 
to which he was daily subjected by his wife 
and a Catholic dignitary who lived in the 
same house to make him abjure the religion 
of his choice. M. Ribetti, however, took no 
immediate steps in the matter till the morn- 
ing of the 13th, when the poor infirm 
Franceschi, to gain a little peace, promised 
to lend a willing ear to the ministrations of 
the Romish dignitary aforesaid. M. Ribetti 
and two Protestant friends then happened to 
come to Franceschi, and in the course of 
conversation received from him a full ac- 
count of what he had suffered and what 
he had promised, and also a reiterated 
assurance that it was his one desire to live 
and die in the Protestant faith. M. Ribetti 
and his friends then proceeded to hold a brief 
service in the room, when in burst Franceschf a 
wife, and, loading them with abusive epithets^ 
forced them to leave the house. M. Ribetti, 
convinced by this time of the pressure ap- 
plied to his parishioner— applied, too, in un- 
feeling disregard of the poor man's helpless 
state—called at the Police-office, at the Pre- 
fecture, and finally at the Home Office, to 
get the law to interpose between Franceschi 
and his persecutors. He found no satis- 
faction, however, at any of these quarters, 
but was advised by the Commendatore Bolis 
(the Questor) to get a written dedarallon 
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from Fianeeflcbi tbat he wished to die a 
Protestant. If, after saeh declaratioD, the 
persecation continned, then (said Signor Bolis) 
the authorities could intervene. Franceschi, 
on being told this, lost no time in commit- 
ting his declaration to writing, although his 
wife and her Komish allj did their utmost to 
prevent him. ' On the days immediately 
following M. Hibetti repeated his visits, in 
compliance, on each occasion, with a written 
invitation from Franceschi himself. On the 
morning of the 14th M. Ribetti received 
a more than usually urgent missive, requiring 
him to come immediately to the sick man's 
bedside, and, repairing thither, he learned 
from Dr. Battistini, the physician, that Fran- 
ceschi's end was nighj that, in fact, he 
was moribund. Having had occasion to 
leave for an hour or so, M. Bibetti returned, 
only, however, to find the house full of 
men, women, and children, who kept up 
quite a hubbub of talking and gesticulating, 
regaidless of the dying man. Beside the 
pillow stood a priest, who, at the moment 
M. Bibetti entered, approached bim in a 
menacing manner, and dared hin^ to come 
near the bed, declaring that Franceschi had 
retracted, and returned to his ancestral faith. 
With tbat, he tried to force M. Ribetti 
out of the room, notwithstanding the scarcely 
audible expostulations of the dying man. 
who shook his head and muttered feebly 
in denial of the priest's assurance tbat he 
had abjured Protestantism. M. Bibetti, 
however, protested against this violence, and 
disengaging himself from the priest, he 
planted himself firmly by Franceschi's bed- 
side. At that moment one of the guardians 
of public security arrived to reinforce the 
priest, and they both succeeded in thrusting 
the Evangelical pastor out of his parishioner'a 
room. M. Bibetti, of course, at once ap- 
plied to the Questura, then to the Pre- 
fecture, and finally to the Statia of Public 
Security of the district. All in vain, how- 
ever; the victory rested with the priest 
and his civil auxiliaries. The Capitate, in 
publishing the particulars, remarks : *^ We 
say nothing to characterize an occurrence 
like this, unworthy as it is of a civilized 
community. Shameful is the league be- 
tween the priest and the guardians of public 



s^urity against freedom of consc'ence and 
the respect due to the dying." 

A NEW MORTARA CASE. 

Some weeks ago, in the Piedmontese town 
of Nizza Monferrato, a young Jewess, at the 
instigation of the nuns of the notorious Don 
Bosco, disappeared from her father's house and 
became an inmate of the Convent of Mary 
the Auxiliaress, in Turin. A brother of the 
young Jewess having occasion to visit Turin, 
repaired to the convent, and was fortunate 
enough, in the absence of Don Bosco and his 
alter ego, Don Cagliere, to gain admittance 
and to have a private interview with his 
sister. No sooner was the girl alone with 
him than she burst into tears, and implored 
him to obtain her release, giving him at the 
same time a bit of paper on which she had 
written in pencil an appeal to the civil 
authorities for protection and restitution to 
her home. Her brother was in the act of 
taking affectionate leave of her when up came 
a priest. An altercation ensued, in which 
the priest defied the brother to do his utmost 
for his sister's release. Next morning the 
brother, accompanied by a friend, presented 
himself at the convent gate, but was told 
he need not expect to be admitted, and as for 
his sister, she had that morning left the con- 
vent at an early hour, and for an unknown 
destination. And there for the time the 
matter rests till the Minister of Grace and 
Justice institutes an inquiry. Meanwhile 
information has been received as to the means 
practised by Don Bosco and his nuns to 
secure their prize. Finding her unwilling to 
abjure her ancestral faith, they secluded her 
for many hours at a time in places where all 
access to her was denied, and where every 
letter she wrote to her parents was inter- 
cepted and detained if it did not suit the 
fancy of her custodians. Then a miracle 
play was specially composed and performed 
for her, entitled *'The Jewess Converted," 
in which the pains and penalties her obduracy 
might incur, both here and hereafter, were 
vividly represented, and of this she was re- 
peatedly an enforced spectator. This new 
Mortara case is much commented on by the 
Italian press, and its discussion before the 
Turin Assizes is awaited with the keenest 
interest. 



GERMANY. 



[From our own Conrespondentl 

, Prussia, September 16. 

THE ROXISH CHUBCU AND THK BTATB. 

The n^otiations with Borne are said to be 



again conducted with greater activity ; but it 
is clear that the Government cannot do any* 
thing before knowing the result of the elec- 
tions for the Prussian House of Deputies 
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which take place on the 7th of October. 
It must be seen how the majority of the 
new House is composed. In the meantime 
there has been published an important declara- 
tion by our new Minister for Pablic Worship. 
The conference of the Bomish clergy, as- 
sembled at Mtlnster on the 1 3th of August, 
had petitioned the Minister to remove those 
obstacles which prevent the clergy from taking 
part in the education of the young. They ex- 
pressed the confidence that the Minister, who, 
as a parliamentary representative, had himself 
recognized the necessity of religious influence 
in the training of the young, would be ready 
to redress their grievances. The Minister 
Yon Puttkamer, in his reply, thanks the 
clergy for the expression of their confidence, 
and says that he is ready to maintain as 
Minister what he expressed as his opinion 
when only a member of Parliament. Accord- 
ing to his views, the State and the Church 
must co-operate in the religious education 
of the children, and he would be glad to 
allow to the clergy this co-operation. If, 
however, this is impossible at present with . 
reference to the Catholic clergy, the reason 
must be ascribed to the state of opposition 
in which those clergy have placed themselves 
to the laws of the State. The Minister 
denies that the law on school inspection has 
quite changed the legal position of affairs in 
Prussia. Even before this law the State had 
always claimed the sole management and 
supervision of the entire department of 
education; and nevertheless the clergy had 
been able to assist the State in this work, and 
to exercise religious influence in the schools. 
He requests the petitioners not to believe that 
the Prussian State is antagonistic to this 
religious influence ; the whole history of 
Prussia is a proof to the contrary. The 
Minister then adds : " I am convinced that 
from the day when we shall cease to draw 
the foundation of our popular instruc- 
tion from the inexhaustible well of the 
Gospel, we shall seal the decline of our 
national civilization." It must, however, 
he goes on to say, be left to the State to 
fix the measure of co-operation to be given by 
the clergy, and the refusal oi the Boman priest- 
hood to acknowledge this legislative right is 
the cause of all the existing difficulties. The 
uoanimous and systematic opposition offered 
to the laws of the country has rendered the co- 
operation of the clergy impossible ; and though 
the Minister regrets it, he can only hope for 
H change when the Church of Borne shall 
recognize the rights of the State. The 
Minister concludes by repeating hia thanks 



for the confidence shown towards him, and Ivy 
expressing a hope that the changed attxtad^ 
of the Catholic clergy may soon enable the 
Qovemment to seek a remedy for the exxstixig 
evils. 

This official communication has been Teiy 
differently commented on by the variona 
organs of public opinion. In religions drele^ 
the testimony of the Minister's decided con- 
viction of the necessity of the religions 
element for the instruction of children gires 
great satisfaction. The Liberal party is 
rather dissatisfied with these words, though 
it finds a consolation in the fact that the 
rights of the State are maintained with as 
much energy as would have been expected 
even from Dr. Falk. 

THE PBOTEBTAlVTENTAa, 

which was to have taken place in the he- 
ginning of October, will not be held this 
year, on account of the Qeneral Synod, which 
is to meet in October. 

THE WBBNEB CASE. 

The affair of Mr. Werner's appointment 
as pastor of St. James's Church, in Berlin^ 
has not yet been brought to a conclusion. 
As the protest against liis orthodoxy was not 
founded on his activity in the pulpit, but on 
writings he had published, the Consistory of 
the Province of Brandenburg decided that 
the protest must not be considered as di- 
rected against Mr. Werner's doctrine, but 
against his conduct In the former case the 
committee of the Synod would have to take 
part in the decision ; in the latter case it 
would not. The President of the Consistory, 
not satisfied with this preliminary deciuon, 
referred the matter to the Supreme Con- 
sistory, which agreed with the Corksiatory of 
the province. The matter having, however, 
become public, the Synoda] Committee has 
addressed a complaint to the King. 

DEATH OF TWO THB0L0OIAIT8. 

The Church of Christ in Qermany has 
lost by death, during the last few weeks, 
two men who have exercised a great influ- 
ence. The one is Prelate Eap^ of Stuttgart ; 
the other, President Earless, of Munich 
The latter was, until last year, for a long 
time President of the Protestant Consistory 
of Bavaria. As an extreme Lutheran, he 
had many antagonists, but everybody recog- 
nized his zeal and beneficial influence. Pre- 
late Kapff, by the blessing of Ood, preached 
for thirty -three years in the capital of Wiu> 
temberg. I do not mention 

THE ALLIANCE COMFSBSNCE 

in Basle in this letter, as I hear that a fall 
report wiU appear in the colunms of JSvam- 
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ftUcal ChriiUndom ; and if anything to aching 
Qermanj shonld be omitted, I can levert to 
it in my next letter. 

TBI CONFEBBNCE OF LUTHERANS 

wilisin the Established Church of Prnwia 
^WBB held in Berlin on the 27th and Sdth of 
Angnet. The Conference was very well 
attended. The fimt day was devoted to 
the school question, in which all Christians 
in Prussia now agree. They all wish to 
maintain the denominational character of our 
public schools. A discussion on some of the 
fisiults of our present way of preaching was 
not of general interest. On the whole, the 
Conference showed a brotherly spirit towards 
the " Evangelicals,'' or friends of the '' Posi- 
tive Union," and these two bodies will have 
together the majority in the Qeneral Synod. 
The friendly feeling between these parties, 
produced under the pressure of circumstances, 



and by work in common, will, we trust, under 
God's blesBing, be lasting ; and the introductory 
remarks of Superintendent Rubesamen gave 
expression to these sentiments. It must also 
be recognized that Mr. Tauscher's address on 
" The Lutheran Church as a Salt and Light 
for uur People" laid full emphasb on the 
principle cf antagonism to Home ; yet we 
cannot help regretting that such great value 
should be laid on the Lutheran Creed. The 
Lutheran Church, as such, will never be 
restored in the old Prussian provinces ; and 
although German Protestantism will always 
be influenced more or less by the spirit 
of the great German Beformer, it is not 
Lutheranism alone, but the Gospel of Christy 
as presented by the Churches of the Refor- 
mation, which has proved, and will always 
prove, as light and salt to our nation. 




Me liildlijcnce. 



DR. VAUGHAN ON HOME REUNION. 

The Very Rev. Dr. Yaughan, Dean of 
Llandaff, preached the sermon at a recent 
choral festival in Llandaff Cathedral, from the 
words, " Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates, Jerusalem." (Psalm cxxii. 2.) In 
the course of his sermon the preacher said: 
Li this our England we have, it may be, 
fifty or sixty (so-called) ''Churches;" and 
even the one Church which has a legal title 
to the term *' Established " is of almost all 
shades of opinion and ritual, touching the 
Puritan extreme on the one hand, and the 
hem and border (at least) of the Romanist 
extreme on the other. This is the first 
impression, and it is a sorrowful one. Cer- 
tainly there is room for the exclamation, " An 
enemy hath done this ! " The seamless vest 
is sadly rent and tattered ; too often brother 
is at law with brother, and the house of 
Gospel love is divided against itself. We 
may well sorrow and humble ourselves for 
" our unhappy divisious." But I will say 
one or two things in palliation. First of all, 
let us remember whence all this diversity 
springs. It springs from freedom — freedom 
of speech, freedom of opinion, freedom of 
conscience. It is the recoil of broken bonds, 
it is the extravagance of recovered liberty. 
You must take the evil with the good. 
Would you rather that England were regular, 
or that she were free 7 We know, history 
tells, what the state of things was under the 
servitude of a past age — under the despotism 



I of authority, under the rigid uniformity of a 
penal statute-book and a chained Bible. 
Would you have it back again ? Again, this 
liberty, this licence, of dividing and sect- 
making deserves a thought or two as to its 
source and history. On careful examination 
you will find that no one of the chief sects, 
at any rate, separated from the National 
Church from mere caprice or in absolute 
error. Something had been forgotten, or 
something had been denied, in the Church 
teaching of the period — it might be the cor- 
ruption of man, it might be the freedom of 
grace, it might be the spirituality of reli- 
gion, it might even be the reality of the 
Holy Ghost— -and to awaken that dormant 
truth, to put life again into dead souls, 
some stentorian voice, some commanding 
intellect, some born and re-bom leader of 
men, went forth into the wilderness, and 
called the people thither after him; and the 
Spirit of God bore him witness, gave him to 
stir hearts, gave him to feed the hungry, 
gave him to gather the lost, gave him to set 
at liberty them that were bruised. Only, he 
made the mistake, or others after him made 
it, of exaggerating a fragment of truth into 
the whole truth — of losing sight of the com- 
munity in the individual — of forgetting to 
come back, and to lead back, when his 
special mission was accomplished, into the 
fold, and into the body from which he had 
gone out, God-taught and God-inspired, to 
do a particular work, and to speak a parti- 
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cnlar word. JeroBalem need not have been 
diPiDtegrated by that inflaence. The man 
himself had her in his heart; he took a 
piece of her with him; she was the 
power of his going. She would have 
done well to declare, in spite of him, that 
he was hers still. The " Jerusalem above," 
doubtless, did so ; but the Jerusalem below 
u flesh as well as spirit, and there is 
a mixture in her very gold of the 
dross and miry clay. But yon must not 
lay all this down to substantial division. 
These people do not exactly worship with 
you ; yet they worship the same God, 
through the same Lord, by the {>ame Spirit. 
Is this nothing? Think, too, was it not, 
in part, your fault which lost them ? Think, 
too, are you able to cope single-handed with 
the masses of England ? Think one thing 
more ; can we have lived all these years on 
this earth and not have become aware, both 
ways, of the imperfection of human speech 
b3th ways — alike in its discords and in 
its harmonies? Two men say the same 
words, and they mean something different 
Two men use different words, and they mean 
the same thing. There is no limit to the 
expression. We almost begin to disparage 
speech. It is expressive enough as the 
demand for food, or the statement of a fact, 
or the outciy of passion ; but when it would 
try to test what life is, or death — ^what 
truth is, or heaven, or eternity, or God, 
— then it babbles, or stammers, or screams, 
or raves, and we scarcely care to hear the 
sentence to its end, and we absolutely refuse 
to say one to another, ''Say my word, or 
you ari either heretic or atheist" St. Paul 
called his own divine Gospel a mere enigma, 
a mere reflection, in this present ; evidently 
he would teach us that there is all the 
difference between the " hearing of the ear " 
in this life, and the seeing ''face to face" 
(as he calls it) in the life to come. All 
this should teach us to modify our notions 
alike of unity and of disunion in that Je- 
rusalem, which is the Church. Certainly, 
uniformity is not unity. Men may sign 
the same articles, may read the same liturgy, 
may be ordained in one form of words, 
having first answered in the same set phrase 
a number of explicit questions, and yet they 
can avow themselves instantly afterwards 
to be men of different parties, and take 
it for granted that as such they must be 
antagonists, if not enemies, one to another. 
Oh, surely there is a unity, real if secret, 
lying somewhere tmder all these discords. 
Surely this Babel of voices is not, in deed 



and in truth, altogether a war of aook. 
I cherish tenderly a belief thai it ia sot. 
But then this makes me tolerant of a mul- 
titude of voices outnde. This bope^ that 
we Churchmen are not so terribly at vaxiaaoe 
as we Bay we are, makes me hopeful alio 
concerning a unity which is not even nni- 
formity ; makes me, above all, eager — 
impatient, I had almost said — fojt a day 
yet to be revealed, when thought shall be our 
speech, and sympathy our communication. 
Meanwhile, what can we do— <ir can we 
really do nothing — ^to repair the breaches 
of our Zion? It is a simple thing to 
say, but it has the root of the matter in 
it, "Let us have unity.'* If we do, we 
shall minimise differences, never magnify 
them. This is something. We shall leam 
the science of proportion ; we shall form 
a scale to ourselves of things great and 
little. We shall feel, as well as say, that 
Christ is more than anything about Christ, 
that obedience is more than orthodoxy, and 
grace more than doctrine. This, too, is 
something. We shall put the best construc- 
tion, instead of the worst, upon other people's 
language ; upon their conduct we know that 
we must do so. To this end, we shall never 
take opinions of others at second-hand ; we 
shall " hear the man himself ** ere we con- 
demn. This, too, is something. By this 
means some have been turned from enemiea 
into friends, " to die and to live together. ' To 
be truthful, yet in charity — a charity which 
is neither compliment nor compromise, but 
which is two things, consideration and 
courtesy — this is the law of Christ ; and 
they who follow it deal respectfully with 
consciences, even where they cannot under- 
stand them, and hush themselves instantly 
when men plead conscience as either forbid- 
ding or commanding. This, too, is a lesson 
of charity, for here is a region in which it is 
alike impossible to prove and to disprove; 
and a "conscience clause" has sometimes 
annihilated the very ground of difference 
which it was framed to recognize. No 
Church will be the stronger, either in the 
affections of the people or in the yet mightier 
bulwarks of grace, for dragooning men into 
a certain form of words, whether in their 
own ordinary worship, or in the baptism of 
their little ones, or in the marriages of their 
sons, or in the burial of their dead. To seek 
every possible opportunity of practical co- 
operation with those with whom on certain 
points you differ ; to make the common 
ground as wide, and the fenced-off ground as 
narrow as possible ; to rejoice in multiplying 
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occasions of fellowship, as in the services in 
which humanity mmioten to bodily distress, 
disease, destitution, or in which Christianity 
pure and simple ministers to the dissemina- 
tion of Qod's written Word ammgst homes 
and nations ignorant of it ; — all this, too, is 
goody as a help to nnion ; for they who have 
once laboured toother haye most surely (in 
BO doing) forgotten to hate ; they have learned 
by experiment that there is a common speech 
and dialect of all men, for they have antici- 
pated, in something more than fancy, a 
coming day, when the Lord shall be King 
over all the earth — one God, and His name 
one. Not to precipitate union, but to yearn 
for it ; not to create for ourselves, in self-will 
OT impatience, either a Church within the 
Church, or a Church without, but to cherish 
earnestly the blessedness of possessing, where 
we are many, many more friends and brothers 
than the two or the three whom Christ made 
enough for communion, because enough for 
His presence ; — this, too, is something towards, 
if not yet quite reaching, a unity conscious 
and perfect — a unity, not of man, but of 
Ood. 



The Rev. Dr. Porter has been appointed 
President of Queen's College, Bel^t, vice 
the Rev. Dr. Henry, resigned. 



On Sunday, fho 2lf»t ult, during the 
evening service, five aduU Israelites were 
baptized in the Episcopal Jews' Chapel, 
Palestine Place. The Rev. H. A. Stem 
administered the sacred ordinance. There 
was a lax^ge congregation of Jews and 
Christians, and the whole service was most 
solemn and impressive. 

The first (General Conference of Secretaries 
of Toung Men's Christian Associations 
throughout Qreat Britain and Ireland was 
held at the Rooms of the London Association, 
Aldersgate Street, on September I and 2. 
Upwards of forty delegates were present. 
The opening meeting was under the pre- 
sidency of Mr. Newett, of Manchester. Mr. 
Patterson, of Liverpool, introduced the de- 
sirability of holding an annual British Con- 
ference of representatives of these Associa- 
tions. The improvement of district organi- 
zation was suggested. Others advocated the 
formation of new districts and the improve- 
ment of the present district work. The 
subjects of membership and raral missions 
also engaged attention. It was resolved to 
hold an annual British Conference, and a 
provisional committee was appointed for the 
purpose of making the necessary arrange- 
ments. 
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The Second International Conorksb 

VOR T&K ObSBRVANGE OF THB LoRD'S-DAT 

was held at Berne, on the 9th and 10th of 
last month, being the commencement of the 
week immediately succeeding that in which 
the Evangelical Alliance had met at Basle. 
The Congress was summoned by the Inter- 
national Federation for the Observance of the 
Lord's-day, the President of which, M. Alex- 
andre Lombard, filled the chair. The report 
waa read by the Secretary of the Federation, 
the Rev. E. Ueluz. It took an interesting re- 
view of its operations during the last eighteen 
months. The Rev. J. Qritton spoke on 
behalf of the English Branch of the Inter- 
national Federation. In England, as upon 
the Continent, they had great reason to praise 
Ood for the many tokens of success with 
which their efforts had been crowned, for 
evils which had been repelled, and for the 
preservation of the Lord's-day from those de- 
secrations of which many had become ashamed. 
Friends in England could have the truest 
sympathy with fellow-labouren on the Con- 



tinent who were bestining themselves on be- 
half of so priceless a boon, and in rescuing it 
from the control of those who were utterly 
indifferent to its value. And he asked them 
to give them a helping hand. They might 
safely rely, in return, upon any assistance 
which it might be in the power of English 
friends to render to those who were engaged 
in the same fiery conflict, and who on this 
great European continent were in circum- 
stances of yet greater difficulty. M. Banzet, a 
pastor from Montb^liard, spoke of the general 
profanation of the Lord's-day as a fact patent 
to all who desired to see it put to its proper 
use. After all, this was a question which 
concerned Churches generally, and they 
should not cease to pray that the reverent 
observance of the Lord's-day might more and 
more prosper. The Rev. Mr. Jolly said it fre- 
quently happened that in conferences upon 
the Sabbath Scotland was somewhat unfairly 
hit He begged to assure them that they 
were in the habit of regarding it as a day of 
■acred resti although they tri^ to keep it in 
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a nheerful spirit So far as ha knew, it was 
devoted to the worship of God by sincere 
professors, and that worship was conducted 
in a manner likely to attract the young, and 
to interest those generally who stood " with- 
out.'' He believed that in Scotland they had 
abundance of proof in support of the good 
results attending the keeping holy the Sab- 
bath-day. Dr. Mandach (SchafiOiausen) 
thought it might be desirable that the fede- 
ration should establish a special branch to 
make inquiries, so that they might have 
btatistics before them on this part of the 
question. He suggested that eight towns 
in France, America, etc., should be selected 
from which to obtain statistics, half of these 
places to be where the Sabbath rest was en- 
joyed and the other half where the day was 
otherwise spent. Sir H. Yeniey supported 
this suggestion, which it was resolved should 
be adopted. On the following (Wednesday) 
morning a private meeting of several English 
friends and foreign delegates was held at an early 
hour, when opinions were freely interchanged 
with regard to plans of work. An hour later, 
in the large hall. Paster Rohr led off the 
discussion which followed on the subject of 
'^The Sabbath from a Social and Moral Point 
of View.'' Among the speakers were the Rev. 
W. Sandford (Ashbourne, Derbyshire) and 
Mr. Macintosh (Glasgow), who represented 
the Glasgow Working Men's Sabbath Protec- 
tion Association. Two powerful addresses 
in the French Church by M. R^veillaud, of 
Versailles, and M. Dhombres, of Paris, 
brought the second Congress at Berne to a 
dose. 

Church and State ot Switzebland. — 
In the Great Council of Geneva a long debate 
has taken place on the separation of Church 
and State. A select committee proposed 
that all the churches and parsonages, Pro- 
testant and Roman Catholic, should be 
handed over to the congregations, and every 
grant of State money for purposes of religion 
should be abolished. A minority of the 
committee simply advised the postponement 
of the question. M. Necker proposed a 
project of his own, according to which public 
worship for the two Established Churches, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic, should be 
maintained by the addition of a small tax 
to the existing communal taxes. In the 
course of the debate Dr. Bard, a member 
of the Old Catholic Church Council, spoke 
at great length and with much fervency 
against the teparation of Church and State. 
He contended that in the present condition 
of Switzerland it could only serve the 



Jesuits, who are atriving to impoae a uni- 
rersal Papal theocracy upon the people ; 
and that the individual chuxches, wi^ their 
rivalries, were too weak to withatmd so 
powerful an organization. In the e&d it 
was urged that the committee^s report altonid 
be printed and widely distributed ameog 
the citizens of the canton, so that an. idee 
could be gained of the public opinion on ths 
question. 

Monastic Reform ik Russia. — ^It is 
said that the Czar of Russia contemplates a 
great reform of the monastic and convent 
system of his country — something after the 
fashion of Henry vm. It appears that 
in the European part of the Russian Empire 
there are no less than 385 cloisters of monks 
and nuns belonging to the Greek Orthodox 
rite. The number of monks, nnns, and 
novices in these institutions has been re- 
turned as 22,000. It is conjectured by the 
compiler of the report on the property of the 
Russian doisters that the annual income of 
the whole of these corporations reaches the 
gigantic sum of S^OOO^OOO roubles. 

Iktolrrance of tbe Gricek Chubcet. — 
A correspondent, referring to an article which 
we quoted from the New York Ind^itetutaU 
in our August number (p. 237)^ remarks 
that the writer has made a mistake in speak- 
ing as he does of the closing of the Protestant 
schools at Volas. '* Volas is not in Greece, 
nor was any school closed there. The 
school which was closed, as is at once seen 
from the document which ia quoted or re- 
ferred to in the above-mentioned letter, was 
at Athens. The difficulties at Volas were 
of a different character, for the Evangelicals 
were set upon by a sort of mob, and some of 
them beaten and otherwise abused. The chief 
offenders were afterwards tried and convicted, 
but subsequently pardoned| at the request of 
the Evangelicals." 

The Dean of Grahaustown. — Only a 
few months ago the Dean of Maritzboigh 
was in open hostility to his Bishop, and now 
we hear of the Dean of Grahamstown, Dr. 
Williams, being condemned for contumacy in 
the Diocesan Court,\ suspended from his 
functions until he submits, and deprived of 
his emoluments. His offence waa that he 
refused to the Bishop the use of the catbedrsl 
pulpit when his superior had formally warned 
him of his intention to preach; and he 
further aggravated his offence by inteotpoeifig 
a sermon of his own at the end of the LUaay, 
when everybody expected him to give out a 
hymn. The Bishop, we are told, bed long 
borne with Dr. Williams, but this preaching 
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of a aenxion in the place where the rubric 
liad not provided for it was too much ; so the 
I>eaii was proceeded againet, with the result 
mentioned above. But even now the Biahop 
lias not attained the object of his desire ; the 
Dean keeps poaeesaion of the pulpit, and an 
appeal is about to be made to the Civil 
Court. It is only right to mention that Dr. 
Williams is supported in his action by the 
congregation, who have offered to bear his 
expenses. 

A Bust of the Protestant martyr, Admi ral 
Coligny, who was slain in the Maasacie of 
St. Bartholomew, is to be set up in his 
own town, Chatillon-sur-Loing. The Qo- 
vemment gives the bronze, a committee of 
Protestant subscribers will bear the expense 
of casting, and the town of ChatiUon will 
famish the pedestal. 

The Fsbth Christian Conferbngb. — 
The seventeenth annual gathering, known 
aa the Perth Christian Conference, was held 
on three days in the second week in Sep- 
tember. The meetings took place in the Perth 
City Hall, and were largely attended. The 
chair was successively occupied by Hr. D. 
McLaren, Mr. E. A. Stuart Qray, Mr. F. 
Brown Douglas, and Dr. A. A. Bouar. The 
subjects which engaged consideration were, 
" The Walk with Qod, as shown in the Taber- 
nacle of Witnesses," " The Holy Phice," " The 
Holy of Holies," "The Word of God, and How 
to Read it/' and " Missions to the Jews." The 
principal speakers were Dr. W. P. Mackay, 
Dr. Watts, Mr. Stevenson Blackwood, and 
Dr. Moody Stuart. The Lord's Supper was 
dispensed in the Free Weet Church on the 
closing afternoon of the Conference. 

Death of thib Rev. Db. J. P. Thohpson, 
OF Berlin. — We regret to announce the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Thompson, 
the distinguished American scholar and 
divine, which occurred on the 20th nit, 



at his residence on the Schonberger Platz, 
Berlin. The Berlin Correspondent of the 
Tvmfi$ says : '' The deceased gentleman was 
bom in 1819 at Philadelphia, and graduated 
at Yaie College in 1838. Two years later 
he was ordained to the ministry and for a 
considerable period filled the pulpit of the 
Broadway Tabernacle at New York. In 
middle life he travelled assiduously in Egypt 
and Palestine, publishing his observations 
from time to time, and ultimately succeeded 
in constituting the study of Egyptology a 
branch of American learning, thus uniting 
the first link to the last in the golden chain 
of civilization. He also contributed largely 
to the periodical literature of England and 
America, took an active part in the establish- 
ment of various religious and philanthropical 
agencies, espedally such as related to mission 
work, and was one of the founders of the 
IndependetU newspaper. Among his numer- 
ous works were a life of Christ and some 
devotional treatises, but the bulk of them 
were the fruits of his first and favourite study. 
His health having failed, Dr. Thompson 
resolved to try the effect of change, and 
accordingly in about 1872 s^led in this city, 
where he speedily enlarged his already ex- 
tensive circle of friends. His funeral address 
over the body of his friend, Bayard Taylor, 
the translator of ' Faust,' spoken only a few 
short months ago, was a masterpiece of 
sincere and eloquent eulogy, and deeply 
a£fected all who stood round the bier. He 
afterwards visited England^ was there seized 
with illness of an apoplectic nature, and 
returned here to die. A paper read for him 
at the recent Basle Congress, calling universal 
attention to the infringement of religions 
liberty in certain districts of Austria, formed 
the final production of the pure, warm-hearted, 
and industrious writer who has now passed 
away." 
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INDIA. 

A Calcutta correspondent of the Christian writes at the end of July : *' We axe in the 
midst of a series of evangelistic meetings, which are accompanied with many tdcens of the 
Master's presence. Eight of the city churches, with their pastors, are joining in the move- 
ment. Every morning at seven o'clock a pi^er-meeting is held in the Free Church of 
Scotland, and every evening at half-past se^w . an evangelistic meeting in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Both places have been well filled dsdly, and the interest seems to be 
deepening, although in this climate continuous meetings morning and evening are felt to be 
a severe strain on the flesh, however willing the spirit may be. Pastors, missionaries, and 
Christian laymen take the chair by turns, and give short, pointed Qospel addresses. Mr* 
Sankey's hymns are used at all the meetings, and the singing is led by a band of ChristiaB 
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workers, who evidently eing to the Lord with heart as well as voice. Two bands of Chriatiaa 
workers have been organized to go out into the streets and lanes of the city, to sing and 
preach the Gk)speL Every night a namber of anxious inquirers have stood up in the 
meeting, requesting the prayers of Qod's people, and avowin;; the determination to be on the 
Lord's side." The same correspondent writes on August 5 as follows : " The aeries of 
united services was brought to a close last Saturday by a thanksgiving meeting, lar;i7ely 
attended, at which decided testimony was given by ministers and others that the Lord had 
visited His people. The open-air preaching and the singing bands were continued to the 
close, and brought into the church, night after night, a large number of persons from the 
streets and lanes of the city. Repeated testimony was given to the effect that unusnal 
interest had been awakened among the natives, both Mohammedans and Hindus ; and it waa 
resolved that a series of meetings should be held for their special benefit." 

We (Freeman) regret to learn that already the Telugu mission is suffering from dis- 
couragements. One of the American Baptist missionaries in India, Mr. Downie, writing an 
appeal for more men for the Telugu mission to help train the 10,000 new converts, aays tite 
Devil in every form is after them. The Roman Catholic Bishop of Madras has his eye oa 
them. A new Catholic chapel has been put up in NeUore, adjoining the Baptist miasion 
compound, and two " European priests are busy at work, doing everything in their power, 
making free use of money, etc., to induce our people to join them;" and the same priests 
have funds for a chapel in Ongole. The heathen are also trying to win the converts back 
to their old religion. 

CHINA. 

The Rev. A. E. Moule, who lately arrived in England, earnestly seeks our prayers 
in behalf of the Christians, of Great Valley, China, who are threatened with eevere 
persecution. He has received a letter from the Rev. A. Elwin, dated Hangchow, Jane 28. 
There had been fresh baptisms, and ''clear, courageous profession ** from some inquirers. 
To four of them Mr. El win said: ''After baptism you' will probably be persecuted; 
what will you do then?*' Two of them at once bent their heads, drew tiieir hands 
across their necks, and said, *' We will die for Christ." Another inquirer being exhorted 
" not to fear man," replied, " No, I will not fear man ; I will fear God." The latest 
news W88 that the persecution was spreading. In one place the converts were threatened 
with expulsion; in another, with the destruction of their houses. — Church MMtnuay 
Intelligencer, 

GBNTRAL AFRICA. 

The London Missionary Society have received details of the death of the Rev. Dr. Mallena 
on his way to the mission station at Lake Tanganyika. His illness was caused through cold 
and exhaustion, which ended in death, at a village called Chakombe, near Mpwapwa, where 
the remains of the devoted missionary were interred in the burial-place of the Church 
Missionary Society. Dr. Baxter and Dr. Southon, as well as the young missionary, 
Mr. Griffiths, were present with him in his last moments, and assisted at the touching 
funeral service that followed. The directors of the London Missionary Society have, in a series 
of revolutions, expressed their sense of Dr. Mullens's great services to the missionary caoae, 
and of the irreparable loss the society has sustained by his unexpected death. The London 
Missionary Society has received resolutions of sympathy passed by the Church Missionary 
Society, the Wesleyan Missionary Society, the Bible and Religious Tract, the Royal Gfeogxa- 
phical, and other Societies. 

Since the information received of the loss of its valued Secretary^ the Rev. Dr. Mullensy 
the London Missionary Society has been informed by telegraph of the death of the Rev. Arthur 
William Dodgshun, at XJjiji. The message is as follows : " Broyon writes, Dodgshun died 
al Ujiji seven days after he arrived there." Broyon is the name of the trader who under- 
took to carry the goods sent out by the society from the coast to Ujiji. It is leas than 
two years and a*>half einoe Mr. Dodgshun left England for Africa ; and at the close of that 
year, 1877, the missionary party with which he was connected were detained at a plaoe 
about one-fourth of the distance towards their destination. The Rev. J. B. Thomson went 
forward as soon as possible, with Messrsi Hore and Hutley, and died shortly after his 
arrival at Ujiji. In June of last year Mr. Dodgshun followed, but was stopped in 
Mirambo's country by serious difficulties which had arisen between that chief and the 
trader Broyon. He only reached the Lake Station, which was to be the head-quactacs 
of his work, at the end of March. Mr. Dodgshnn was bat thirty-one yean of age. 



UW9.i 



BXAJfOEUCAL GHBlflXJOIOOM. 305 

GT5NERAL CONFERENCE AT BASLE. 

The Seventh Qeneral Oonfierence of Chmtkna of all nationB waa held at BaBle, Trom 
Avgittt Zi to Sept. 7, 1879. The piecediiig Conferences held in London, in 1851; 
Pftrie, 1855; Berihi, 1857; Geneva, 1661; Amaterdam, 1867; and New York, 1873, eaeh 
bad its dietingnidiing features, and justified the selection of the plaee. So also the 
city of Basle was well chosen. Its central position, at the junction of the frontiers of 
Switzerland, Germany, and France, makes it accessible to Continental friends ; and its 
.proximity to the great holiday resort of English and American tourists has given it au 
attraction to those who widied to combine lelazation with the recognition of Chriatian 
brotherhood. The city itself has considerable attnMstiona for persons of varioua tastes. 
Ancient architecture ia lepresented by the noble Mlinster, standing high on the veige of tiie 
TBpid Rhine, which flows seventy-eight feet below the terrace, and by the houses in the cramped 
and crooked streets of Greater Basle ; modem architecture by the beautiful church of Bt. 
Elizabeth, and by mansions in the broad and regular roads of Lesser Basle. In the Museum, 
hesides the usual natural and scientific curiosities, there is a fine picture gallery, chiefly 
ismarkable for the paintings and drawings of the Holbeins, especially of the son, and 
including evidently accorate portraits of Emsmoa. In the large library of the Uuiveraiiy 
are portraits of otiier learned men of Basle, amoag whom the Befonmem hold their place, 
and choice speci m ens of ancient and modem literstove, including valoable manuscripts 
written by Reformers' own hands, the Greek Testament on vellum corrected by Erasmus, and 
the first editions of his Greek and Latin veraions. The Great Hall of the Milnster waa the scene 
of the sittings of the celebrated Council of Basle, which for seventeen years (1431 — 1448) 
devised and discnaaed abortive schemes for the reformation of the Church, its purification 
from erron and afaoaee, and the maintenance of eccleaiastical uniformity, — a hundred years 
before the actual Reformation. For this event no little preparation was made by the activity 
of the newly-invented press worked by the disciplea of Giittenburg. Here the Greek Testa- 
ment was printed, which Tyndale translated into his mother tongue. The leaders of the 
Reformation are still held in veneration, statues of CEcolampadius (Hausschein) adorning 
aeveral parts of the town. The tomb of Erasmus is in the Cathedral ; the remains of (£co 
lampadius, Gbynssus, and Meyer rest in the doistem. The town is also a centre of mia- 
atonaiy enterpriae ; hece is the well-known Mission-house, where young men are trained for 
ioreign labour, and where holy men have kindled and kept alive a fire of sacred zeal for the 
conversion of the world. There is a similar institution at St. Chrischona, a short distance 
from Basle, where miaaionaries for « foreign service and evangeliats for home work are 
educated ; and at Riehen there ia a group of institutions like those at Mildmay Park. There 
ia thus in and near Basle a kige amount of practical Christian devotednesa, manifesting the 
epirit of the Aid Reformen. 



rSEUMIVABT 8BBVT0B8. 

Before the meetings of the Conference 
began, it waa found that so many En^iah- 
epeaking viaitorB had arrived, that an un- 
official arrangement was made for a special 
English service on Sundi^ morning, August 
31. This was attended by about 260 persons, 
who aeemed to be much pleased to have tiie 
opportunity thus afforded of meeting together 
for public wor^p. The Rev. Carr J. Glyn 
(Witchampton), the Rev. 8. Oilman Brown, 
D.D. (New York), and the Rev. Canon Bat- 
tersby (Keswick), read the Scriptures and 
offered prayer. The Rev. John Stoughton 
o.D. (London), preached an appropriate dis- 
course, from Rom. xii. 4, on the unity which 
exists among all Christians as a consequence 
of their umon with Chiiat. He said that 
on one subject, in connection with which 
there was a great deal of controversy, the 



Evaagelical Alliance could and did take 
its stand. The Alliance recognized and 
rejoiced in tiie truth that God has made 
Christ the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. This great truth they grasped^ 
recognizing in Christ their divine and aton* 
ing Saviour. 

OPBKINO MBBTINO. 

On the evening of Sunday, August 13, a 
meeting was held for the reception of members, 
and for fraternal salutations, in the Great 
Hall of the Yereinahaus. But the influx of 
visitors waa already so unexpectedly large, 
and the sympathy felt with the objects of the 
Conference oy most of the pastors and their 
congregations was so great, that before the 
proceedings began tl^ hall was densely 
crowded with some 2,000 persons; and an 
overflow meeting was held in the small hall of 
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the Vereinsbaus. There were also special 
meetings in other parts of the city, to stimu 
late the interest and quicken the spiritual life 
of those who preferred to zemaia in their 
own neighbourlioods. 

In the Great Hall the crowded attendance, 
and the close attention displayed throughout 
the proceedings, indicated how intense was the 
interest which had been awakened in the public 
mind. The choir commenced by singing Gou- 
dimel's chorale, " How lovely is the house of 
the Lord ! " After a hymn had been song, 
Pastor Dr. Ecklin (Basle) delivered the 
opening address in German. He spoke of 
the signs of the times in the religious world 
as calculated to create some alarm, and en- 
couraged Christians to Uy aside their minor 
differences and to unite in meeting the forces 
arrayed against them on the firm basis 
of substantial truth. The Rev. Dr. Schaff 
(New York) spoke, in English, on the vital 
union of all Christians in Christ, what- 
ever might be their denominational distinc- 
tions : pointing out that differences arose 
from varieties of constitution, of education, 
and of association, but that, nevertheless, all 
were one in Christ Jesus. After another 
hymn, Prof. Viguet (Lausanne) gave a 
short fraternal address in French, in which 
he referred to the diversities of tongues in 
the assembly, while all were actuated by the 
same spirit. The meeting was closed with 
Luther's grand old chorale, " £in feste Burg 
ist unser Gott," and the Benediction. 

PBESIDENTIAL ADDBRSS. 

On Monday, September 1, the first busi- 
ness session of the Conference was held under 
the prf'sidency of Herr Charles Sarasin, ex- 
Oouncillor of State (Basle). St. Martin's 
Church, in which the morning meetings were 
held, is an old Roman Catholic edifice, 
stripped of all ornament, lofty and spacious, 
and admirably adapted for speaking and hear- 
ing. It is capable of holding 1,800 persons, 
and on this occasion was crowded. 

The Chairman began his address with a 
contrast between the associations of the last 
find of the present Conference ; the last held in 
America, where everything was progressing, 
and whose history was in the future; the 
present held in Switzerland, where interests 
were small, and whose history was in the 
past. Basle seemed to have been chosen by 
God as the scene of reconciliations. In 1501, 
when the city was* received into the Swiss 
Confederation, a letter was sent defining its 
duties, one of which was to promote the 
interests of peace, should revolution arise. 
Since then it had discharged this duty in the 
religious as Well as in the political arena. 
When Luther and Zwin^le and Farel were 
contending for their opimons, (Eoolampadius 
remonstrated with them, and endeavoured to 
moderate their fierceness and establish peace. 
So it might be hoped that the present Con- 
ference would prove to be a peacemaker. It 
was a great thing to see various nationalities 



represented in the great gathering within tha 
walls of Basle that day. Such a meeting was 
one^ which overstepped the bounds of nation- 
ality, suppressed uationsd antipathies, and 
cultivated only what was conciliatory — all 
the more necessary considering events of 
a painful character in the recent political 
history of the two nations on whose borders 
Basle formerly, and now, in a certain 
sense, stood. This gave to their meeting a 
character of more than ordinary interest jSa 
himself, if he might be allowed a personal 
allusion, was an embodiment of what he 
should like to see brought about between the 
Christians of these two great nations. Many 
generations ago his family had been expelled 
from France for their reUgious fiiith. Long 
residence in Basle from generation to genera- 
tion had grafted on his French blood uerman 
culture, with mode and tone of tiiought and 
feeling; and just as these elements were 
blended peacefully in his person, ao he 
hoped that the fundamental idea of the 
Alliance, which was that of conciliatiou and 
reconciliation, would be realized in the &a> 
temal intercourse and harmonious working 
of these two great nations, whose repre- 
sentatives were now assembled in Baede. 
The Alliance was no council for the dis- 
cussion of confessions and decrees, political 
progress, and historical events, the fate of 
nations or of monarchs; it met tu unite 
Christians together as they were aU united 
to God, to strengthen faith and love and 
hope, to enjoy communion with each other, 
and to show to themselves and to others that, 
as pilgrims, they were travelling through a 
strange world to one eternal home. WhQe 
demanding unity in certain grand coner^e 
dogmas and facts touching the personal work 
of Christ and the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, it recognized the eustenoe of 
widA differences on subordinate questions. 
The Alliance, therefore, could never ask any 
of its members what his relation was to a 
peculiar ecclesiastical organization, but aomply 
what was his relation to Christ And as in 
the individual, so he hoped it would be in 
their experience as Christian Churches. He 
then enunciated and commented on the funda- 
mental principles of the Alliance. The late 
Dr. CsBsar Malan, of Geneva, built a church, 
and when he had to name it called it 
La ChapeUe tie Teino\gnage^ ** The Chapd of 
Witness." That was what he wished that 
assembly to be — a temple of witness built of 
living stones on Christ, the great Foundation. 
How that witness night be received it was 
impossible to telL Contemplating the world 
around, it was like a boat tossed about in a 
storm, without rudder and compass. Most 
persons had no other end in view than to 
enjoy worldly pursuits ; and when they did 
not obtain the gratification they sought, th^ 
became discontented, and complained against 
God. There was wide-spread Rationalism and 
Materialism; and the influence of godless- 
ness and despair was to be seen in the great 
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increase of crime. He had received a letter 
from a friend — a German statesman — ^in which 
He said tliat '* religion, as the hasis of morals, 
lia,s vanished from the middle classes of 
Germany." No wonder that the churches were 
empty, and the prisons and penitentiaries 
over-fall, and that there was danger of the dis- 
org^anization of society and of the State. And 
if infidelity deified man, Romanism deified 
tlie Church. Home was proud of her institu- 
tions, claimed sole authority, and had com- 
mitted the grave offence of placing the 
Cliiirch on the Throne of God. With these 
forces to contend against, the prospect was 
not peaceful and pleasant; conflict and 
persecutions were to be expected. It was 
necessary to stand firm, to be courageous, 
and to bear witness to the truth. The Confer- 
ence ought not only to be a temporary witness 
to Christendom; it must bring forth lasting 
fruit. Words of love should be followed by 
deeds of love. If the difficulties were great, 
they must not despair of overcoming them. 
AVhen Hichard n., as represented m tlieir 
IBnglish Shakspeare, had to fieuse fearful odds, 
his words to his soldiers were, " Look not to 
the ground, ye favourites of a king. Are we 
not high ? High be our thoughts." In like 
manner should they think high ; they served 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. Then, 
let them work and bear witness with such 
courage and joy as were manifested by the 
Apostle Paul when, with fettered hands, he 
wrote to the Church at Philippi, " Rejoice in 
the Lord alway ; and again I say, Rejoice." 

At the close of the Chairman's address, 
Luther's chorale was again sung, with accom- 
paniments of organ and band, which had a 
very grand and striking effect. The Con- 
ference was then duly constituted by the 
appointment of Vice-Presidents, officers, and 
an International Committee, consisting of 
representatives of various branches of the 
Alliance. 



STATE OF BELTOION IN VARIOUS COUNTBIES. 



unblushingly avowed. Attendance on pub- 
lic religious services and at the Lord's 
Supper had diminished; marriage had been 
regarded as a civil ceremony, and religious 
observances in connection with it were less 
frequent ; so also witli burials ; divorces were 
more common; respect for authority had 
declined. On the other hand, Christians 
were greatly increasing in numbers and 
activity, and their benevolent and evangel- 
istic operations could not be recounted in the 
given time. 

Dr. Cremer (Greiiswald) spoke of Germany. 
When the tercentenary of the Reformation 
was celebrated, there was a general revival of 
religious observances. Tlus had been followed 
by a development of infidelity, and now the 
conflict between Cliristianity and infidelity 
was raging. It was so throughout tlie 
world; but nowhere had the Evangelical 
Church so fierce a battle to wage as in 
Germany. The worship of Mammon and 
forgetfuiness of God overwhelmed all reli- 
gious and moral questions; The general 
state of society was described in terms simi- 
lar to those which had been used by Dr. 
Gilder respecting Switzerland. But Christians 
had been roused to energy, in order to con- 
tend for the fidth. The Inner Mission had 
achieved great results; and on the whole, 
though there was much to regret, there was 
much for which to be thankfuL 

Pastor Babut (Nimes), representing 
France, thought that though Evangelical 
Protestants were in a considerable minority, 
they were increasing in importance, if not 
in numbers. Protestantism suited all those 
who repudiated the Romish Church either for 
poHticsJ, religious, or pliilosophioal reasons. 
Their adherence to it was especially manifest 
in towns, where a large proportion of the 
working classes willingly received the Gospel. 
It was true that in the south of France there 



had been decline; but in the north ground 

had been gained. There were places where 

there were formerly no Reformed churches. 

The chief business of the first two sittings I where now they flourished. There were cer- 



was the reception of Reports on the Religious 
State of Protestantism in various countries. 
Dr. Glider (Berne) represented Switzerland. 
He spoke of its various lan^piages and dia- 
lects, and of its different religious opinions, all 
being united under the white cross of the 
national flag, and of Christians with their 
differences uniting under the Cross of Christ. 
Great religious changes had taken place in 
Switzerland during the present century. In 
the earlier part of it the jQvangelical views of 
Vinet, Hagenbach, Domer, and others, pre- 
vailed ; but they had not continued to hold 
sway, for their theology had been modified by 
rationalistic teaching, which was still on the 
increase. Amid the theological conflicts, the 
majority of the people had complained that 
their opinions were unsettied, and that they 
did not know what to believe. The law of 1874 
gave perfect religious freedom on aU points ; 
since then the grossest infidelity had been 



I tainly more Protestant churches and schools, 
and a more influential press, than in the past. 
Many leading men had recentiy embraced 
Protestantism; and the President of the 
Republic, recentiy speaking in its name, had 
assured the Reformed Church of its special 
sympathy. 

The Hon. and Rev. £. V. Bligh, as the 
representative of Great Britain, stated that 
England, Wales, and Scotiand were Pro- 
testant to the core. There was a certain 
amount of frothy Ritualism and semi-Roman- 
ism. It was an ecclesiastical disease, a kind 
of spurious measles, which was strangely epi- 
demic in England. But at the same time tne 
doctrines of the old Reformed Faith of Cranmer, 
Latimer, and Ridley, of Lather, Calvin, and 
Mdanctiiion, lay, nevertheless, very d^ep 
down in the hearts of Englishmen. Scotland 
and Wales were not much troubled by any 
such disaffection towards PiotestantisuL Even 
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in Ireland, where the Pope has planted his 
iron heel so triumphantly, the witnesses for 
the truth were girding on afresh their armour, 
and the Bible was maldngits way among the 
people. The aspect of Protestantism with 
which they were concerned to-day was a 
spiritual one ; in other words, the question was. 
What was the spiritual state of Great Britain ? 
In answering this question, he said it was a day 
of marvellous light^ with OTer-inereasing dark- 
ness ; of real me, with death on every side — 
of work without end, and eneigy, and self- 
denial ; and yet a day of that pride, fulness 
of bread, and abundance of idleness, which 
Ezekiel described as the sin of Sodom. 
Making every allowance for the large quan- 
tity of work which was not real, it miffht be 
safely affirmed that never at any former 
p^od were the saints of God so busy, never 
was blessing more general, never was the 
desire to do good and to provoke unto good 
works more hearty. The neology of our 
times had ruffled the surface, and infidelity 
had disturbed the current; but the stream 
of that Reformed religion for which many 
suffered and others died, still ran grandly 
forward; and the atonement of Christ, by His 
blood and righteousness, and justification by 
£edth only — me faitli which works by love, and 
which without works is dead — ^were the great 
•cardinal doctrines of the vast majori^ of 
English Protestants. The three great fea- 
tures in the present state of Protestantism in 
Great Britain he took to be reverence for the 
Word of God, observance of the Sabbath, 
active evangelization. There were, however, 
some drawbacks to this happy picture. While 
Bitualism and semi-Romanism might not 
obtain a hold over the English people, they 
might nevertheless jeopardise the continued 
existence of the National Church of England. 
Bitterness in controversy was a great bar to 
Christian union. The Ftotestant Churches of 
Gkreat Britain, and of the Continent too, lost 
much for want of union and intercommunion. 
He believed the time was favourable for re- 
medying this. The Church of England was 
presided over at this time by an ecclesiastic 
who, for liberality and breadth of mind and 
true piety, could not easily be exceUed. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury must be quite 
aware how the intercommunion of the Re- 
formed Churches would promote the Pro- 
testantism of all of them ; and he ventured to 
throw out the suggestion whether anything 
could be done in the present to fill up the 
great hiatus of the past. It was not long since 
there was a question of the discontinuance of 
the French service which has been held in 
ttie ciypt of Canterbury Cathedral ever since 
the days of the Huguenots. The Archbishop 
'Wn the first to admit the importance of not 
allowing this one link of official connection 
with a foreign Church, such as it was, to be 
broken, and he received an address of thanks 
on this account from many French pastors. 

The Rev. Dr. Van Oosterzee (Utrecht) con- 
trasted Holland and Switzerland in respect 



to their natural scoiery and moxal condi- 
tions, and referred to Erasmus as having 
been bom in the former and bnzied in thi 
latter. Holland was a richly-blessed dangfater 
of the Swiss Reformation; mother and 
daughter alike unfolded the banner of reC- 
gious liberty. Three-fifths of the population 
of Holland were Protestants; neverth^e^. 
the hierarchy of the Romish Church had 
their El Dorado there, for millions of florins 
were expended on churches and consents. 
The Roman Catholic type of thought was 
impressed on public architecture — a signifi- 
cant omen of influence. No united £vsn- 
gelicsd Church stood forward in opposition 
to the Church of Rome; and it was even 
said that Protestantism was subdued hy its 
foe, and dying in its presence. With regard 
to the Protestant Church, the words of the 
Bible were applicable : " At that time there 
was no king in Israel ; but every one did that 
which was right in his own eyes.'* It was 
difficult to say in which country the negation 
of divine truUi was the greater — ^in Holland 
or in Switzerland. The latter had no reason 
to be envious of the former. UnlimitcHi 
liberty to preach and teach religious tmth 
was about to be proclaimed. Many modem 
writers and speakers had much in common 
with the Swiss Rationalists; they were not 
wanting in high scientific talents ; they 
possessed ethical or morally serious natures : 
but the basis of revealed religion had been 
shaken, and they had departed from it. There 
was a middle party, which adopted, in a 
modified form, the Geology of Groningen; 
the adherents of this school were advocates 
of supernaturalism. On the other hand, or- 
thodoxy was severe in its character and 
dogma, and very often degenerated into 
" Orthodoxism ; *' it took its stand upon the 
basis of the Synod of Dort Beside this 
rigid orthodoxy, there was a milder party, 
which was to the former like a thorn in the 
flesh. The great want of candidates for the 
ministry of tiie Gospel was very much felt ; 
in consequence of their limited number, one- 
seventh of aU the church livings necessarily 
remained vacant. Religions life, however, had 
many pleasant aspects; thousands on thoa- 
sancU had attended open-air meetings, and 
the operations of home and foreign mi^iiiiQns 
had enjoyed much prosperity. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaff (United States) laid be- 
fore the Conference a most complete and in- 
structive report on " Christianity in the United 
States of America.*' After some introdoc- 
tory remarks on the westward course of 
history, the reflex action of the West on 
the East, and the historical relations betweea 
Europe and America, he proceeded to sketch 
the progress of the States from the Declara- 
tion of Independence in 1776. He then 
presented eoclesiastieal statistics showing 
the outward growth and present numeiiosl 
status of Christianity. As the first dis- 
tinctive feature of America was the com- 
mingling of nationalities, so American Chris- 
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tianity had gathered its material from all 
the churches and sects of Europe. But 
while a new and distinct nationality was 
rising, which seemed destined to realize 
the unity and universality of the human 
family, the churches were not, and probably 
never would be, melted into one American 
•church. America had solved the problem 
of a "Free Church in a Free State," and, 
in proportion to her age and population, 
was better provided with churches, Sunday- 
schoolS} and religious institutions and 
agencies, than any country in the world, 
with the exception perhaps of England 
and Scotland. GhTistianity was a part 
of the common law of the State. Marriage 
was a civil contract, and might be performed 
by a civil magistrate, as well eis by a 
clerg3rman; yet most Americans sought the 
blessing of the Church upon their union. 
Sunday was regarded as both a civil and 
reli^ous institution, and hence a proper 
subject for protective (not coercive) legisla- 
tion; its sanctity was generally observed. 
lElducation was untrammelled, and left to 
individuals, to the family, the Church, and 
the several states. Keligion might be freely 
taught in all private and parochial schools. 
In the public schools of New England, 
and other states, the daily exercises were 
opened with the rea<Hir^ of the Scriptures, 
singing, and prayer. This custom worked 
very well where the population was homo- 
geneous, but elsewhere it had been violently 
and persistently assailed. Various plans 
for reconciling differences had been pro- 
posed, but the local option plan left the 
whole question with the School Boards, to 
be decided according to the composition 
and wants of the children. This was the 
present plan, and was likely to prevail. 
But tlio religious education of the day- 
schools was supplemented by the £unily, 
tlie Sunday-school, and pastoral or cate- 
chetical instruction. The ChnstiAnity of 
the United States might be arranged under 
three groups — ^the Evangelical or Orthodox 
Protestant Churches, the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the Heterodox Commuuions; 
respecting aU of which Dr. Schaff gave in- 
teresting historical and theological sketclies. 
The Evangelical Churches held the lead- 
ing doctrines of the Keformation in con- 
nection with the ancient oecumenical creeds. 
The Presbyterian, the Congregational, and 
the Episcopal embraced the largest amount 
of educated intelligence, wealtli, and social 
power, and controlled the oldest and best 
literary and theological institutions of the 
country. The Methodists and Baptists 
stood tirst in numbers. The Roman Catholic 
Church showed no sign of liberal trans- 
formation, in a thoroughly Protestant atmo- 
sphere, under the moulding influence of 
public schools and republican institutions. 
Romanism had imdonbtedly made most 
rapid progress within fifty years, chiefly 
irom Irish and German immigration; but 



the open Bible and Protestant freedom 
were making faster and deeper progree(s 
than Romanism. Dr. Schaff Uien referred 
to the education of ministers, Sunday- 
schools, missions, the religious press, temper- 
ance reform, and the treatment of foreign 
races — the Negro, the Indian, and the 
Chinese. In conclusion, he recognized the 
obligations of the United States to Swit- 
zerland, and the common relationship of 
the members of the Alliance of all lands 
and nations in Christ, and expressed his 
conviction that the 4^7 was coming when 
tlieir holy religion would conquer and bless 
the whole worhL 

The Rev. Dr. Von Tardy (Vienna) stated that 
in Hungary twenty per cent, of the population 
were Evangelicals, and that thev rejoiced in 
a considerable amount of selZ-^ovemment. 
The Churches were verv active m the main- 
tenance of their schools; those that were 
scattered in distant districts were not for- 
gotten, but were cared for and strengthened. 
The modem enmity against the principal 
truths of Christianity had done much harm 
in Hungary ; many ministers worshipped at 
the shrine of a vulgar Rationalism. There 
were, however, ministers and teachers of de- 
cided faith. Among the Lutherans the 
Christianity was often merely formaL In 
Szegedin, for instance (the scene of the late 
disastrous flood), the minister and the sa- 
cristan were often the sole attendants at the 
church, although there were 300 declared 
Lutherans who professed to worship there. 
In the western half of the Austrian Empire 
the Evangelicals composed scarcely two per 
cent, of the population, but the churches had 
increased during the last twenty years. 

The Rev. Dr. Von Scheele (Cpsala) spoke of 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. The resolu- 
tion of the Diet of 1865 had had a very consider- 
able influence on the Church. Its govern- 
ment was now vested in a Synod composed 
of thirty clergy and thirty laymen, which had 
met three times since lti05. There was per- 
fect religious liberty in Sweden, and with it 
much nominal Christianity. Moreover, in- 
fidelity was coming more boldly to the front 
every day, and claiming to propagate a purer 
Christianity than what had been held by 
their fJEtthers. In Norway a more patriarchal 
form of life existed, but, on the whole, the 
spiritual condition was much the same as in 
Sweden. It was noteworthy that since last 
year it had been lawful to send lay preachers 
into villages to conduct religious services^ 
which had not been the case hitherto. The 
Norwegians had not been backward in mis- 
sionary work, and were labouring very suc- 
cessfully in the East Indies, especially among 
the Santhals. In Denmark, the restrictiona 
of church organization had been, in a measure,, 
loosened, and broader opinions prevailed. 
His observation of what was going on around 
justified him in saying that, on the whole^ 
a good Christian me was oouraing through 
the veins of the Northern Church* 
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Thus concladed two long sessions, during 
which much valuable information was con- 
veyed, producing the conviction that in every 
land the conflict was becoming fiercer and 
fiercer both with Romanism and nationalism, 
and that the latter was eating out the spiritual 
life of the Evangelical Churcnes. 

SEBliOMS. 

In the evening, sermons were preached,* in 
St Martin's, by Pastor Hoffman (Frauendorf), 
from 1 John iii. 14 : ** We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren;" by Pastor Strole (Nagold), 
firom John iv. 23: '*The hour cometh, and 
now is," etc. ; and in St. Leonard's, bjr Pastor 
Borel (Ohaux-de-Fonds), from Bev. ii. 4 : '* I 
have somewhat against thee, because thou 
hast left thy first love." 

The Rev. Donald Eraser, d.d. (London), 
preached in the French Church, in English, 
from Zech. iv. 6, 7, on " the source whence 
we may gather spiritual force for the great 
work which the Church of Gk>d has stul to 
do." Difficulties apparently insurmountable 
may hinder the erection of the spiritual 
temple of the Lord of Hosts, the blunders 
and dissensions of tlie builders may obstruct 
progress, the opposition of enemies may have 
a deterrent influence, much rubbish may 
have to be taken away; but the building 
must rise. If we have faith and courage, 
the mountain will be removed. The needful 
energy is to be obtained from God, from the 
Holy Spirit alone. He who laid the founda- 
tion of the temple will also complete it. It 
is true that we have no might nor power — 
skill, learning, money, all things are in them- 
selves weak ; but the almighty power of Gt>d 
will accomplish what He has designed. Par- 
ticular churches may &11, ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations may be shaken or remodelled, 
but the foundation of the Lord standeth sure. 
It is for believers, then, to take courage and 
to go forward, relying on the promised bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit of God. 

BASLK AND EARLY SXOLISH PROTESTANTS. 

The same evening a lecture was delivered 
by the Rev. John Stoughton, d.d. (London), 
in the Great Hall of the Vereinshaus, on 
"The Connection between Basle and Early 
English Protestants." Sir Harry Yemey 
(Vice-President) presided, and ^e Rev. Dr. 
Bigg (London) read the Scriptures and 
prayed. 

in his opening remarks Dr. Stoughton 
compared and contrasted the present Con- 
ference with the famous Council of Basle, 
held about 450 years ago. There were 
resemblances between the two ecclesiastical 
meetings. Christendom was in a divided 
Btate, though not to the same extent as now ; 
and union, as on the present occasion, was 
the object contemplated — the healing of divi- 
sions, the pacification of the strife of tongues. 
But there were vast differences. The Council 
aimed at uniformity; the Conference main- 
tained on Scripture grounds, that unity is 



the true ideal of Christian life, and that minor 
differences as to theological belief and as to 
ecclesiastical government were qnite com- 
patible with a hearty, loving, and sympathetic 
fellowship throughout the £unily of the re- 
deemed. The outward appearance of the 
present gathering was venr dissimilar to the 
pomp and displav when Cardinal Julian sat 
as Pt-esident in the Cathedral by the side of 
the altar, and mass was celebrated with 
theatrical effect; foreign ambassadors repre- 
sented their respective Courts in almost 
royal state; monastic orders, in their dis- 
tinctive dresses, paced up the aisles; and 
the townspeople went out in crowds to meet 
the Hussites, or looked down upon them from 
their windows with critical curiosity as they 
marched in over snowy roads, and in rough 
weather, three hundred in number, their eyes 
burning with determination and courage, led 
on by Prooopius Kazius, sumamed the Great, 
whom bystanders pointed at, saying, *' There he 
goes who has so often put to flight the armies 
of the faithful, who has taken so many towns, 
and slain so many thousands." 

Basle and England, Dr. Stoughton pro- 
ceeded to point out, were closely connected 
at the time of the Reformation. 

1. Basle was the home of certain distin- 
guished persons whose visits to England 
history has carefully recorded. Such were 
Hans Holbein, Erasmus, CEcolampadius, and 
others. 

2. Basle was the refiige of several distin- 
guished English exiles. Among these were 
John Butier, John Burcher, and John Hooper, 
the zealous Reformer imder Edward vi., the 
patient martyr under Queen Mary. He came 
nt)m Zurich to Basle in 1549, on his way to 
England with his foreign wife, the brave 
woman who wrote so beautifully about him 
after his death, with his child Rachel, of 
whom tiie [father^ said, " she had promise of 
a good memory, and understood no language 
so well as Latin," and with another young 
lady named^ Joanna, to whom references 
frequentiy occur in his letters. The little 
domestic group were seen travelling in an 
old-fashioned carriage, borrowed of a Zurich 
friend, now rolling fQong on the banks of the 
river Limmat, then crossing a bridge on the 
Aar, next skirting the side of the Rhone ; the 
sceneiy everywhere beautiful and picturesque. 
At length the lumbering vehicle, as it rumhied 
over the sounding timber of the straggling 
Basle bridge of that day, wound up a narrow 
and crooked street, until the whole party 
reached some friendly dwelling; and then 
the home-bound group embarked in a big 
boat under the shadow of the bridge, the 
bargemen hoisting sail, the mooriugs unfast- 
ened; Hooper, with his wife and daughter, 
waving handkerchiefs to the friends at Basle, 
as they took leave, full of gratitude for loving 
hospitality. Hither also came Thomas Lever, 
John Foxe (who printed here, in 1559, the 
first instalment of his " Book of Martyrs "), 
and Laurence Humphrey. 
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d. Basle at the time of the Heformation 
was a centre of great religious influence, and 
A medium of much leligious information. 
Xhrough letters sent from Basle or received 
there, through letters also passing to and fro, 
tills city being the medium of communication, 
and through residents and visitors holding 
fellowship with one another, there came to 
Y>e a great concentration of Protestant interest 
on this memorable spot At one and the 
same time it was a reservoir and a fountain 
of sympathy and intelligence, tidings being 
drawn hither and tidings being wafted back ; 
and so a circulation of life-blood flowed 
through the body of the Evangelical Christen- 
dom of the sixteenth century; Switzerland, 
and Basle in particular, appearing, sometimes 
at least, as the very heart and centre. The 
letters of Massarius, for example, and of 
others, will be found to afibrd full evidence 
of this. That Basle was then a sort of Pro- 
testant head-quarters is also evident from the 
fact that eminent divines either Uved there for 
a long time or met there for important theo- 
logical deliberations. Among them were 
CEIcolampadius, GrynsBus, Myconius, and 
above aU, Bullinger, who became a leading 
spirit among the Helvetian Protestants, and, 
aoroad as well as at home, represented liis 
Church with dignity and pnidence. In 1534 
the last three mentioned Keformers drew up 
a Confession of Faith, the first Confession of 
Basle, or Mulhausen ; and in 1586 the second 
Confession of Basle, or the second Helvetic 
Confession, which was adopted at a Swiss Con- 
ference. Referring to the Council of a hun- 
dred years before, there was a great leap from 
Popery to Protestantism — ^from bulls and acts 
and decrees, to modest confessions and final 
appeals to Scripture as the ultimate tribunal 
in religious controversy. 

4. Basle and Switzerland were a source of 
theological and ecclesiastical influence, with 
respect to England in particular. First, 
Martin Luther shook from head to foot the 
old sacramental theory of the Church ; then 
Cidvin conformed systematic Protestantism 
to tlie old Augustinian type ; and Bucer helped 
to shape the opinions of some of the Cam- 
bridge men witn whom be associated during 
liis residence in the University there. The 
influence of Zwingle and Bullinger in the 
sacramentarian controversy was very great. 
Archbishop Whitgift ordered, amongst other 
tilings, **" for the better increase of learning in 
the inferior ministers, that each of them 
should read over one of Bullinger's sermons 
every week and take notes of its principal 
matters." The Puritanical sentiment too, 
which bore fruit in Edward the Sixth's reign, 
if it did not orimnate, was certainly strength- 
ened, through Hooper's sojourn in Nortliern 
Switzerland. What he saw and heard in 
Zurich and Basle served to send him home 
a most determined Reformer, pledged to the 
destruction of all Popish practices. The 
exiles in Geneva, under the inspiration of 
John Calvin and others, became attached to, 



or were confirmed in their attachment to, 
Presbyterian discipline and worship. When 
they returned to England they acted as 
fathers and founders of that system of church 
government which afterwards developed itself 
in the shape of Nonconformity, and led to 
momentous results in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. In Geneva, too, originated that English 
version of the Scriptures which had so much 
to do with the maintenance of Puritan devo-. 
tional sentiment — a more efficient factor in the 
religion of England than any ecclesiastical 
organization or mode of service. The influ* 
ence thus indicated might not all be capable 
of historical proof, for much of it was never 
placed upon record; but sacred associations 
would be talked over among friends and 
neighbours, touching tales and wonderful 
traditions would be handed down from year to 
year, religious sentiment would be perpetu- 
ated, and thus the influence would be real 
and abiding. In like manner there would 
remain pleasant and sacred memories of the 
present occasion. 

At the close of his lecture. Dr. Stoughton 
commended to the audience the proposal to 
erect a monument to William Tyndale in 
London; pointing out that there was no 
suitable memorial of the great translator, 
that much of his work was done on the 
Continent, and that America had shared 
with Great Britain in the unspeakable ad- 
vantages derived from his pure and accurate 
presentation of the New Testament in the 
English tongue. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaflf (New York) gave a 
short epitome, in German, of Dr. Stoughton's 
lecture; and the meeting was concluded by 
devotional exercises. 

THE IMMUTABILrrT OF THE GOSPEL. 

On Tuesday morning, September 2, the 
Conference assembled agam in St. Martin's 
Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Von Orelli delivered an ad- 
dress on " The Immutability of the Gospel." 
He pointed to a great danger in modem 
theology, as far as there prevails a tendency 
which is busy to detach the Christian doctrine 
of salvation from the historical facts considered 
by the apostles as the very foundations of 
their preaching — viz., tlie atoning death of 
Christ, and His resurrection. He said : You 
may find on our continent many teachers who 
declare that they will maintain what they 
call the essence of our religion — the idea 
of reconciliation, tlie principle of union with 
God — but who think these pure ideas to be 
rather independent of the recorded facts in 
our Saviour s life. This theory is the begin- 
ning of the very destruction of Christianity. 
Our Gospel loses its divine power as soon as 
we transform it into mere ideas and princi- 
ples; for we are obli£(ed to fight not against 
ideas, but against real facts, which cannot be 
removed by all the progress of science and 
culture — against the formidable realities of sin 
I and death. As long as sin and death are to be 
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found everywhere, tlie Gospel of the apostles 
is the only i-emedy for all times and all 
nations. This seems to me the consequence 
of hiblical truth ; and I have had the pleasure 
of hearintr from members of very different 
nations and charches and political parties, 
that they agree with all their hearts in my 
convictions. I remembered that splendid 
view which is given to us by St John in his 
Eevelation. He sees an angel flying in the 
midst of heaven with the everlasting Gospel 
in his hands, that it may be preached to all 
who dwell on earth, and to every nation and 
tongue and people. I trust that this angel 
may prove the blessed power of his wings 
in all your countries and provinces, in your 
schools, your churches, and your missions, 
in all your hearts and your lives ; then we 
shall remain united for ever in that perfect 
alliance which is called the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

The Kev. Prof. Godet (Neuchatel), quoting 
the passage, " And all the multitude sat round 
about Him," said that in like manner did the 
various churches stiU gather round their Lord. 
The message which was especially addressed 
to us in these days was this : " Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away." Dr. Godet desired especially 
to direct attention to the person of Christ, 
His combined divinity and humanity. He 
was to be recognized as the " Word made flesh." 
This lav at the foundation of Christianity; 
and if that dogma were displaced, Christi- 
anity would be shaken. It was not sufficient 
that Christ be recognized as a great teacher, 
or as the central man who has led humanity 
into new paths, but who was nevertheless 
only a mere man ; His divinity must be ac- 
knowledged. What did the apostles think 
of Christ ? We have their writings ; what 
did they say? The speaker then quoted a 
number of passages in proof of tlie divinity 
of Christ, and showing the necessity of this 
fact to give efficacy to the atonement He has 
made fox us. If mere humanity were capable 
of such self-denying love as He displayed, the 
redemption of humanity would have been 
unnecessary. Moreover, if the divinity of 
Christ be doubted, the holiuess to which we 
are called is impaired, for we are to be like 
Him. The Son of God loved us, and died for 
us ; the Son of God lives in us : these two 
expressions are inseparable. Vinet said, a 
few days before his departure home, " It would 
be a singular exhibition of base ingratitude 
to reject the royal gift which God has 
bestowed in a Divine Saviour. In rejecting 
the divinity, we actually reject the Saviour." 
St. Paul says that no one conquers the world 
who does not believe in Christ. How, then, 
is the world to be subdued if faith in Him be 
lowered and limited? If Christ were not 
God. then Christianity would not be the 
absolute religion, but only a link in the 
development of a series of religions which 
would be surpassed and superseded sooner or 
later. We do not believe &is to be the case. 



The Master himself has waraed us againat 
false doctrine ; in the present day it befaorea 
all Christians not to neglect His waraing. 

A free discussion followed the two addzeaasa, 
in which Dr. Baur (Berlin), Pro£ G^ss, 
(Breslau), and others took part 

EVANOEUZA.TION IK FBANCS, BSLOIUli, 

Airo itJlLT. 

The afternoon session was held in tlie 
Great Hall of the Vereinshaus to hear state- 
ments on '* Evangelization in France and 
Belgium." M. Lelievre, of Nimes, expressed 
the opinion that evangeHcal work in Franoe 
had Dccome of European importance: a 
religious revolution might have as great an 
effect as a political revolution. BomaniBm 
had greatly injured the people ; the moral 
sense was deadened; nothing was mors 
difficult than to awaken a sense of sin and a 
desire for redemption. The Freethinkers were 
also actively engaged in their depressing work, 
and the literature of the count^ was mostly 
in their hands. The lower classes seemed to 
desire to be without God. The reverses of 1870 
had, however, led many to desire somethiog 
better than their present condition. Those 
reverses were felt to be a castigation, and 
the hearts of ^e people had been mads 
susceptible to good influences. It was 
the great work of Protestantism to reform 
the raligious life of the country. What had 
been accomplished was then noticed in 
detail with gratitude and hope. In Belgium 
Protestantism seemed to have been stamped 
out by the merciless Alva, but it was never- 
theless rising from its fall, and showing signs 
of Hfe ; for about a dozen ohnrohes existed, 
aud nine more were being formed, corndsting 
ahnost exclusively of Bomanists who had re* 
nounced their allegiance to the Papacy. 

The Rev. B. S. Ashton (London) referred 
particularly to the work of Mr. McAll, 
its method and advantages. He described 
the method as the most simple, and easy 
of application, for causing the Gospel to 
penetrate the lowest classes of society, and 
asked why it could not be adopted by 
the Christisns of other lands, as the means 
of arresting the progress of Socialism, and 
of bringing people to recognize Jesus Christ 
as their sole Saviour. Having related the 
circumstances under which Mr. and Mrs. 
McAll were led to commence their evan* 
gelistic work in Paris, in 1872, he stated 
that there were now twenty-three preach- 
ing stations in different parts of Paris, 
accommodating 5,000 hearers; that two of 
these were supposed to have been attended 
severally by 85,000 and 100,000 persons 
in the course of a year. Mr. McAll had 
also commenced operations in Lyons and 
Bordeaux, and, by his sncoess, had en- 
couraged other Christian friends to open 
buildings at Marseilles, Toulon, St. Denis, 
and elsewhere. The audiences were briefly 
addressed, not as Ohristiatts, but as thorn 
who needed instruction in the first prin- 
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ciples of religion. The results showed 
that the work had heen attended with the 
divine blessing. 

Paistor Fisch, d.d. (Paris), stated that the 
higher classes in France stood by Romanism 
and the clergy ; while workmen in manufac- 
turing towns held back from Protestantism 
for fear of losing their work. The peasants 
Tvere more approachable ; and on the whole 
there was much to encourage Evangelical 
Christians. A senator had said that before 
forty years had passed France would be Pro- 
testant; but thei'e was danger of a false 
optimism. To take matters easily would be 
followed by disappointment and discourage- 
ment. In spite of existing difficulties, ne 
thought that God had mercy concerning his 
country, and that changes were taking place 
which would produce valuable results, if they 
were understood and properly used. 

Professor £. Comba (Florence) next read an 
interesting paper on ** Evangelization in Italy." 
A i>oliticaI Italy had been created; religion 
was wanting ; and Italians were beginning to 
take an interest .in the religious question, 
though not so' much for themselves indi- 
Tidually as for the nation. The attention of 
several thinkers was consequently directed 
towards Protestantism. Foremost among 
these was the Pope, to whom the Evangelical 
Mission was a cause of ** immeasurable bitter- 
ness." The Bible and other religious works 
were being distributed ; there were some good 
religious newspapers ; and several Protestant 
denominations were now represented. Be- 
specting these the speaker gave statistics, 
lowing the progress Uiat had been made in 
congregations and schools. 

In the Lower Hall of the Vereinshaus, on 
Tuesday afternoon, a conference was held 
on *^ Preparation for the Ministry of the 
Gospel." It was almost entirely confined to 
ministers of the Gospel, who crowded the room 
to the doors. Prof. W. Gess, d.d. (Breslau), 
Prof. Porrett (Lausanne), Dr. Bauer (Court 
Preacher at Berlin), M. Hnber, Herr Schott, 
Prof. Richen (Halle), Prof. Schubart (Men- 
'tone). Prof. Thomas (Geneva), and others, 
joined in the discussion on the theses laid 
down by Prof. Gess. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Another session of the Conference, held on 
Tuesday afternoon in the French Church, 
was conducted in English. The subject 
was *• Sunday-schools." The Rev. John Hall, 
D.D. (New York), presided, and a letter of apo- 
logy for his absence was read from Sir Charles 
Reed, who, after referring to the painful cir- 
cumstances attending his bereavement, re- 
marked : " Our Sunday-schools must advance 
with the times. Their range must be wider, 
their aim higher, and the teaching power 
must be characterised by deeper culture and 
more prayerful solicitude. 'My class for 
Christ ! ' Every teacher uttering this noble 
resolve must be a Christian." 
' The Rev. T. D. Anderson, d.d. (New York), 



remarked that although the Sunday-school 
was of human origin, it was so adapted to its 
purpose that the Holy Spirit had evidently 
owned the instrumentality as an important 
" fellow helper to the truth.' The only true 
place for tho Sunday-school was within the 
Church, drawing its inspiration from her life. 
Such a position was mutually advanta^^eous. 
By personal contact the Church, through the 
Sunday-school, had influenced tlie young 
especially, though not exclusively: others 
carried out the design of the Sanour in her 
institution. Neither individual effort nor 
&mily instruction had been so effective in 
bringiug the religion of Jesus into contact with 
the young. The Church had also thus in- 
fluenced their intellectual training by pro- 
moting the study of the Bible, and by dis- 
seminating a large amount of healthy and 
appropriate literature. Further, the Church 
had interested the young in tiie ordinances 
of religion, on the observance of which her 
progress, if not her very existence itself, 
depended. On the other hand, the Sunday- 
school had awakened and kept alive in the 
Church, to a larger extent probably than any 
other instrumentality, that tender love for 
souls which led her forth on the same mission 
as her Divine Lord; and her benevolence 
had been fostered by the same association. 
The Sunday-school had also been a blessing 
to the Church in promoting a spirit of union 
among all who love our Lord. The field they 
occupy, tlie aim before them, the spirit that 
animates them, all tended to biing into fel- 
lowship the workers in this department of 
Christian effort. 

Tlie Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, d.d. (London), 
followed with a very suggestive, practical ad- 
dress. Throughout Europe and America two 
spiritual forces were contending d outntnce 
for the mastery of the future — the spirit of 
authority based upon tradition (Clericalism), 
and the spirit of denial,^ turning into licence 
the liberty of free thousht (Secularism) ; and 
the key of the position l&j in the school-room. 
But a free education, lay-governed, and open 
to the winds of inquiry, wbere yet the spiritual 
needs of man are not ignored, nor God and 
His Christ derided, this is now among the 
most real necessities of Christendom. Mean- 
while we have two means of preserving the 
interests of Bible truth — the Sunday-school 
and the Christian home. Together they are 
the best allies of scriptural and evangelical 
piety; and the best minds in our churches 
ought to be turned to the development and 
guidance of the Sunday-school system- not 
so much to extend Sunday-schools as to make 
the most of them. The characteristics of the 
teaching in the Sunday-school are those of all 
^ood teaching : it should be instruction, good 
mstruction ; it should be orderly, systematic, 
thorough. This it is not. The principle of 
repetition is vital in tliorough teacning of the 
young, and the test of knowledge by exami- 
nation can alone assure progress ; but, as a 
rule, only trained teachers can teach well, and 
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the troioisg of teachers is an urgent need of 
our system. The supreme difficulty, however, 
of tlie Sunday-school is to make it a real 
school without its ceasing to he, in a sense, a 
children's church — i.^., full of a deyotional 
spirit. We have in our hands an agency of 
supreme value and importance for the future 
of the Christian Church and of the Evan- 
gelical faith, which as yet we have imperfectly 
developed. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaff (New York) spoke of 
the Sunday-school as a church for the child- 
ren, for whose religious education it was as 
necessaiy to provide as for that of adults. 

M. Brockehnann descrihed the origin and 
progress of Sunday-schools in Germany since 
their estahlishment in 1863; M. Dandliker 
(Berne) represented the schools in the Swiss 
Sunday-school Union; and M. Wurstem- 
beiger spoke of the difficulties which the 
Swiss Sunday-schools had had to overcome 
since their origin, thirty years ago. 

The subject having excited considerable 
interest, the meeting was adjourned till the 
evening, when addresses were delivered by 
Pastor Appia (Naples), Bev. J. P. Cooke 
(Nancy), Count A. Bemstorff (Ratzeburg), 
Hev. M. Kerr (Cork), Rev. Bishop Cheney 
(Chicago), and other mends. 

CHRISTIAN UNION. 

The Anglo-American Section held its first 
separate meeting, in the French Church, on 
Wednesday mominff, under the chairman- 
ship of Alderman MoArthur, m.f. (London). 
After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell 
(Edinburgh), resolutions respecting the order 
of business were adopted. 

Herr A. Yischer-Sarasin, President of the 
Basle Committee, gave an address of welcome 
to the English and American representatives. 
He said : Beloved Brethren, — ^It i« my plea- 
sant duty to give you a hearty welcome, and 
tell you, in the name of our Committee, and 
of all those who have accepted the principles 
of the Alliance in this town, that we are most 
pleased to see such a goodly number of 
English-speaking visitors amongst us. We 
heard the other day that the connection 
between English Protestants and this city 
is of ancient date. I may say even 
more. The firtii preachers of the Gospel 
who came to the population which still occu- 
pies these countries came over from jrour 
isluids. These missionaries penetrated into 
the wilderness, and their flourishing stations 
soon became centres from which the light 
shone into the darkness. The Scotch and 
Irish pioneers prepared the way for the 
Anglo-Saxon Bonfiacius, whose name is 
famous in the histoiy of the Church. 
There is, however, one man who stiU more 
ought to be remembered with sympathy by 
all friends of the Alliance, because his 
labours were devi ted to the same cause 
which brought us 1 ere together. This man, 
two hundred yearn ago, devoted his whole 
life to his efforts to reidizs the union of adl 



Evangelical denominations. His name was 
Dury or Duraens (a Scotchman probably). 
He was several times in Switzerland mnd 
in this city, but I am sorry to say it was 
here that he met with the strongest oppoii* 
tion. His desire was to put an end to the 
animosity between Lutherans and Cal vinists, 
and he wanted to find a harmony of creeda 
to which all might adhere. He also expressed 
his opinion that it would be a good thing to 
work together in home missions, as well 
as in missions to the heathens; but be 
wished that the Turks and Jews might 
not be forgotten ; and he was also for seeking 
to enter into communication with the Greek 
Church. (This, he thought, might be tried by 
the English Ambassador in Constantinople.) 
We see that this man was a long way ahead 
of his time, and as he was obliged to address 
himself to those then in power in the Church, 
the Governments, and the heads of the Uni- 
versities^ he failed entirely. His first 
letter to the Rector of the UniTersity here 
bears the date of 1633 ; but as late as 1662, 
we hear that he proposed a General (Ecu- 
menicfll (Protestant) Council. He finally 
came to the oondusion that the way he had 
adopted was not the right one, and thought 
that in studyins the Revelation he would 
find what he had not obtained by the 
labours of his whole lifetime. Surely, if 
this man were amongst us here to-day, he 
would be glad to see much of that at which 
he had aimed. A few years ago, the two 
pastors of this dear little Huguenot Church 
were, one a Lutheran, and the other a Cal- 
vinist. And have you not all accepted, in 
coming here, that expression of our common 
faith which is at the head of our invitation : 
"The Swiss Branch admits as members all 
Christians who, desiring to live in brotherly 
love, express the wish to join with it in, con- 
fessing their common faith, according to the 
divinely inspired Scriptures, in the Father, 
who has loved them, and who justifies them 
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ ; in 
the Son, who has redeemed them by Hia 
atoning sacrifice ; and in the iioly Spirit, 
the Author of their regeneration and of their 
sanctification — one only God,^ blessed for 
ever, to whose glory they desire to conse- 
crate their life " ? Does not the programme in 
its variety of topics — amongst whic^ we find 
even a work going on in the Greek Church—' 
show that the very things which two hundred 
years a^o were looked at as Utopian, are now 
realized ? Stiill, many of us do not understand 
always eadi other ; and even the difference 
of languages may be felt as an obstacle to 
perfect anion. But we know that all this 
will be done away with one day ; and we hear 
the Word of Gk>d, which says : " Lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could numbw, of 
oXL nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, dotbed with white robes, and 
pdma in their hands ; and cried with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God, 
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which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb." Hallelujah ! Amen. 

The first subject for consideration — 
** Christian Union as an Bvidence of the 
Truth of Christianity" — was then taken np 
by the Rev. Prebendary Anderson (Bath). 
He spoke first on evidence in general, and 
afterwards on the special proof to be derived 
from that kind and degree of unity which 
was exhibited in the action of the Evangelical 
Alliance. Christianity addressed it^lf to 
every faculty of man — to his intellect, con- 
science, affections, and imagination. We could 
not concede to the demands of those who 
would say, " The intellect belongs exclusively 
to science ; let us leave the emotions and the 
imagination to religion;" for intellect and 
conscience could find no higher occupation 
than the study of revelation. A large mass 
of the noblest literature had been dedicated 
to the evidences of religion. Bacon, Newton, 
Butler, Chalmers, Herdchel, and Whately, 
the foremost men in literature and science, 
had dedicated the ripest fruits of their genius 
to this great subject. Faraday, the Newton 
of the nineteenth century, was found on the 
side of Christianity. The arguments which 
satisfied such men could not be passed over 
in silent contempt. A criticism which deals 
only in objections and negations, and never 
meets the defenders of Christianity on their 
own ground, can never prevail with either 
men of science or men of religion. The 
positive argument in favour of Christianity 
must be weighed. We were often told that 
our disunion was tho weakness and reproach 
of Christianity ; that this hindered missions 
abroad, and the work of the Church at home. 
The union of the Evangelical Alliance is a 
proof of the truth ; and truth is placed by 
the Master himself before any longing for 
a corporate unity or an external uniformity. 
The three essential and invariable conditions 
for obtaining the truth are, that it must be 
consistent with liberty, with independent 
investigation, and with the progressive events 
of history. The fundamental principles of 
the Alliance fulfil these conditions. Those 
principles were advocated by Lord Bacon in 
his essay on ** The Unity of Religion," from 
which the speaker quoted. 

In consequence of illness, the Rev. W. B. 
Pope, D.D. (Didsbury), was unable to be pre- 
sent. The paper he had prepared was there- 
fore laid before the Section by the Rev. W. 
Arthur (London). The leading' thoughts of 
the paper were as follows : Christian unity 
is a demonstration to ourselves of the reality 
of our faith in Jesus, and then to the world 
without. The experience of their oneness 
in Christ Jesus is to believers the supreme 
witness of the truth of their religion, and 
gives the perfecting strength to all other 
evidences. But then we have to deal with 
the fact that visible Christendom is divided, 
and that this furnishes an argument to the 
enemies of the fsith. The demonstration of 
His claims, however, is not made by our 



Lord to rest upon any visible uniformity of 
organization, either for confession or for 
worship; nor is tiiere any Bub»equent de- 
velopment of His teaching which does so. 
The commanding evidence of the unity of 
Christians lies in this, that in every part 
of the earth, in every land, and often in 
every city, town, and village of 'some lands, 
there are corporate bodies, greater or less, 
more or less closely connected with each 
other, all animated by the same spirit of 
confession, worship, and zeal in the pro- 
clamation of the truth. It is the function 
of the Alliance to assert this. We must 
accept the fact that divisions exist, and 
testify before the world that in the cause of 
our common Master we are one; that the 
oneness of Christ's body is not a uniformity 
of organization, but a unity in the spirit 
and purpose of the Holy Trinity ; that the 
purpose of God among men is infinitely 
more than the external aggregations called 
churches ; and that the external churches 
are of value in the precise proportion that 
they are worthy instruments of the Spirit of 
the Lord. 

Mr. Arthur himself made some remarks 
upon the general subject. One of the greatest 
mistakes made is to talk so much about differ- 
ences and so little about unity. Differences 
are breaches of uniformity, not of unity ; and 
it was the business of the Alliance to mani- 
fest this unity. We are all agreed on sub- 
stantial truths. If an awakened sinner in- 
quired what he was to do, all would direct 
him to the one Saviour, and to the same 
means whereby forgiveness and salvation 
were to be secured. He deprecated terri- 
torial uniformity, and the parcelling out of 
the world among the missionary societies of 
different denominations. United action would 
be a testimony to the truth of what all pro- 
claimed. 

RELIGIOUS LIBE&TY. 

The next subject for consideration, ''The 
Present State of Religions Liberty," was 
introduced by the Rev. J. H. Rigg, d.d. 
(London), who took a comprehensive sur- 
vey of the actual state of religious free- 
dom on the Continent. England and 
America were disposed to be impatient, 
because other countries did not at once 
arrive at the same conclusion as them- 
selves. But even in England liberty was only 
now, after long growth, attaining to com- 
pleteness. Holland was a kind of preceptor 
to Europe in this matter. Belgium pre- 
sented the remarkable feature that though 
the population was almost entirely Roman 
Catholic, there was theoretical religious 
liberty — perhaps because the Protestants 
were not sufficiently formidable to awaken 
opposition; perhaps also because the grant 
of religious liberty was a cheap means of 
maintaining poUtioal freedom. In Sweden 
the democratic peasant power had been so 
strong as to obstruct thorough freedom ; still, 
it existed in a smaU degree. Denmark had 
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shared in the progxeas of ideas. The freedom 
of Switzerland needed no description. France 
was in a singular position ; practical liberty 
had never been legally established there. 
This was because revolution brought not 
only enfranchisement, but also terrors ; the 
memories of the revolution were a perpetual 
warning to keep a strong hand on the ex- 
pression and propagation of all opinions 
whatsoever, fiut recently liberty bad been 
more widely conceded, not only by the Go- 
vernment, but also by the people themselves. 
In Italy was the singular phenomenon that 
with the most perfect ease there was liberty 
far beyond what was enjoyed in France. 
One reason of this was that revolution in 
Italy had brought no memories of horror, 
and another, that there was not the cen- 
tralization which existed in France; there 
were many sources of thought and influence. 
At any rate, the Gospel was as freely preached 
there as in any other countir. In Naples and 
^pezzia there had been marxed and wonder- 
ful progress. In Portugal a change appeared 
to be coming over the spirit of the Govern- 
ment and of the people. Spain was full of en- 
couragement. The lioerty conceded under the 
]llepublic was modifled when the Monarchy 
was restored ; but recently it had been 
onacted that divine worship should be free 
from interference, but that schools should 
be open to inspection. As to Germany, it 
had been a common illusion that religious 
liberty had come down from the times of the 
Reformation. The early Reformers, however, 
did not grant to others the liberty they 
claimed for themselves ; and at the close of 
the Thirty Years' War the contending parties 
only agreed upon a basis of mutual tolera- 
tion combined with general intolerance ; 
every one must have been baptized and con- 
firmed in one or other of the three denomi- 
nations — Lutheran, Reformed, or Roman 
Catholic ; no one was allowed to evangelize 
or proselytize. In 1848 the wave of liberty 
led to the assertion of religious freedom, but 
there was no material change. In 1866 a 
remarkable improvement took place, and 
since then there had been considerable pro- 
gress. But in Bavaria, Saxony, and Mecklen- 
burg there was no real personal religious 
liberty. The same might be said of the 
Austrian Empire. 

The Rev. Eustace Conder (Leeds) com- 
menced his address by defining liberty as 
*' absence of restraint and constraint," and 
religions liberty as "the unfettered and 
uncompelled exercise of the particular form 
of religion we may happen to hold, which 
includes the free utterance, public or 
private, of our religious convictions, as well 
HS the performance of those acts which our 
religion enjoins, and abstinence from those 
which it forbids." He then discussed the 
relation of the State to religion, and said 
that ''for the sake not only of personal 
liberty, but of national welfare, it is alike 
the duty and tbe wisdom of the State to en- 



shrme religious freedom among the funda- 
mental articles of its constitution ; not even 
attempting to patronise or protect leligioiiy 
except by securing to everyone's conscsenoo 
the fullest liberty consistent with the equal 
liberty of his neighbours.'* Religions li- 
berty was a form or branch of civil liberty 
— the most important, only because the 
interests and faculties with which it is coo- 
serned are the noblest and dearest whiidi 
man can possess. But when the tenas 
*< conscience/' "freedom of conscience," were 
uttered, higher ground was taken than that 
of mere civil right, either of the citizen or 
the State. The State had certain claima, 
but none on oonsdenoe ; that was* not even 
at the disposal of the individual himself. 
Liberty of conscience was liberty to obey our 
Maker. The real business of conscience was 
to command. It did not say that this or 
that particuUr thing was right or wrong 
(though in popular and inaccurate language 
it was often spoken of as if it did}, but yoa 
must do this thing because it is right (if 
right), and you must refrain from that 
bwause it is wrong (if wrong). The actual 
right or wrong must be ascertained. The 
province of conscience, within which it 
rightfully claims exemption from all re- 
sponsibility to men, is all that directly 
belongs to the personal relation of each 
human being to his Maker. Between bis 
soul and God, however dangerous his faith 
or want of faith may be to himself, or seem 
to others, human law has no jurisdiction: 
** To his own Master he stands or falls.'* 

In the absence, on account of ill-health, of 
the Rev. J. P. Thompson, d.d. (Berlin), 
who represented the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, a state- 
ment waH read for him by Dr. Gilman Brown 
(New York) regarding the recent cases of 
religious persecution in Austria. After 
pointing out the difference between tolera- 
tion and freedom, he showed how, in dealing 
with religion in Turkey, the recent Berlin 
Congress had made a great advance from the 
former to the ktter. The Treaty subscribed 
by «dl the Powers — ^Austria included — de- 
' dared that "in no part of the Ottoman 
Empire shall difference of religion be alleged 
against an individual as a ground for exda- 
sion or incapacity as regards the discharge of 
civU and political rights, admission to tbe 
public service, functions, and honours, or the 
exercise of the different professions and in- 
dustries.'* It was right to assume that none 
of the Powers would knowingly permit within 
its own borders a violation of this principle ; 
nevertheless, there was painful evidence 
that in Austria unoffending citizens were 
molested and even persecuted by tbe police 
authorities, simply for the quiet exermse of 
their religious profession and worship. The 
facts were stated in two memorials from the 

S^rsecuted brethren laid before the Alliance. 
y tbe fundamental law of Austria, all 
citizens were equal before the law ; full free- 
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dom of faith and conscience was granted, and 
ev&y legally recognized church and religions 
society bad the right of common public 
religious services, and might order its re- 
ligious afi&drs for itself. Domestic worship 
was allowed, and, subject to certain restric- 
tions, the right of assembly and of express- 
inj( opinions was permitted; but absolute 
r^igious liberty was not conceded as a 
personal right. Dr. Thompson stated that, 
in consequence of the labours of the Ame- 
rican missionaries, a number of persons 
in Prague and its vicinity had been 
awakened to spiritual life. They meet to- 
gether for the study of the Word of God, 
and for simple acts of divine worship, 
having taken the precaution to withdraw 
from their respective churches in the 
manner prescribed by law. For a while 
they met in a public hall and in private 
dwellings. Suddenly, and without assignable 
cause, the authorities regarded these assem- 
blies with suspicion. Gensdarmes entered 
and took down names, went into private 
houses, and observed if strangers were 
present. In March, 1879, Mr. Adams, the 
American missionary, and his assistants 
were summoned before the police, and, under 
penalty of fine or imprisonment, were for- 
bidden to hold religious meetings in private 
houses, or to admit to family worship any 
person not strictly a member of the house- 
hold. This was persecution, and referred to 
the city of Prague. There was also a second 
memorial relating to similar persecutions in 
the villages of Stupitz and Sebrin. The 
converts were fined, imprisoned, and threat- 
ened with severer penalties if they should 
persist in manifesting their faith ; and on 
one occasion, at a funeral, a prayer was rudely 
interrupted and forbidden by the gensdarmes. 
These persecuted people were within the 
limits of the law, but had appealed in vain 
to the higher authorities for redress. They 
now sought the intervention of the Alliance. 
The lUv. D. A. Herschell (London) gave 
instances of the intolerance and harshness 
of the subordinates of the Austrian Govern- 
ment, and then interpreted the narrative of 
a Bohemian pastor, wno described the condi- 
tion of affairs, and gave facts similar to those 
narrated by Dr. Thompson. He emphasized 
the statement that it did not appear to the 
ciyil authorities, or to the Church authorities, 
that a true church must be of a missionai-y 
character — that the members of the Protest- 
ant communion wished to be missionaries 
themselves, and to convey to others those 
blessings which they had derived from the 
€h)6pe] . An American missionary in Boh em ia 
intimated that the letter of the law and the 
interpretation of it were at variance, and 
stated that public prayer and singing were 
forbidden, while the obsenranoe of the Iiord*s 
Bupper was always attended with danger. In 
Bohemia the people were hungering for the 
bread of life; in Bavaria, also, there was 
willingness to hear the Gospel. 



The Rev. J. K. Greene (Constantinople) 
stated that in Turkey every man was pro- 
tected in the profession of the religion in 
which he was bom, but that was all. The 
Government did not rec(^ize the right of 
Mohammedans to embrace Christianity, and, 
by manifestations of hostility and by personal 
persecutions, checked the extension of Chris- 
tianity. The Berlin Treaty was good as far 
as it went, but the Turkish Government 
would not concede liberty unless the Euro- 
pean Governments insisted on it. The 
American Missions were successful ; and if 
freedom were secured to converts, the Gospel 
would make rapid progress, for not only 
Armenians and Greeks, but also Moham- 
medans, were seeking after the truth. 

The Chairman (Alderman McArthur) 
affirmed that this question of religious 
freedom was the great question of the day, 
and affected the whole Continent of Europe. 
The entire infiuence of the Evangelical 
Alliance and of the British and American 
Governments should be employed to secure 
freedom. 

At the adjourned meeting, the Kev. Dr. 
Schaff occupied the chair, and a resolution 
was brought up for adoption, with a view to 
its being remitted to the General Conference, 
that they might, through a deputation, seek 
redress from the Austrian Government. 
After some discussion it was adopted and 
remitted. 

In the course of the meeting, another Bohe- 
mian pastor, and the Bev. H. A. Schauffler, 
an American missionary, gave further and 
similar instances of conversion and persecu- 
tion, and pointed out that what was asked 
was only nhat the letter of Austrian law 
granted, and what was in accordance with 
the decisions of supreme authorities. The 
latter stated that the conflict was with both 
Romanism and Rationalism ; unbelief and 
Popery joined hands to crush out Evangelical 
religion — not by fire and sword, but b^ petty 
persecution and inattention to legitimate 
complaints. 

The Rev. Dr. Schaff, from personal in- 
quiry in the neighbourhood, substantiated 
the Tarious facts which had been brought 
forward. 

The Rev. Carr J. Glyn stated that he 
thought the Alliance had never had under its 
consideration a more important case than 
this. Action must be taken, but cautiously. 

After the discussion on the Bohemian 
question, the Rev. T. R. Sampson (Athens) 
brought forward the position of sifairs in 
Greece. He spoke of disabilities to which 
children in schools were subjected, of the 
misapprehension of the British Consul of the 
matter, and of the prompt attention of Her 
Majesty's Secretary for !FV>reign Affairs when 
he oecame acquainted with the facts. Official 
correspondence was read^ which showed that 
Lord Salisbury's representations were more 
or less favourably considered by the Govern- 
ments represented at the Berlin Congress, 
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and a resoloiion of thanks to his lordship 
was adopted. 

BDUOATlQir ASD THB STATB. 

At the meeting of the Grenend Conference, 
on Wednesday, "Christian Education and 
the Modem State '* was discussed by Pastor 
ZiUessen (Rhenish PruBsia)^ Herr Von Lerber 
(Berne), Dr. Baur (Berlin), Count Von 
Bismarok-Bohlen, and Councollor Wiese ; and 
''The Traininfir of Christian Teachers." by 
Herr Bachofner (Zarioh) and Herr Paroz 
(Neuohfttel). At the same session M . Fliedner 
gave an account of *' Evangelization in Spain 
and Portugal." 

. 0HKI8TIANITT AND 800IALI8M. 

On Thursday, September 4, the principal 
subject for consideration was ''The Influ- 
ence and Action of Antichristian Forces." 
In the General Conference Professor Wach 
(Leipsic) gave an address on "Christianity 
and Modem Society.'* Some of his remarks 
were substantially to this effect: We had 
nothing to do with politics; the question 
before the meeting was one of ethics. Social- 
ism had roused society from the security 
in which it lay, and now there was mutual 
recrimination. Socialism had been regarded 
by some persons merely as a question of 
food and drink, and who believed that 
it would be settled in time by the course 
of events. But other persons looked deeper, 
and regarded the question as a mond one ; 
they thought that the evils of Socialiim were 
really a moral disease, which could be cured 
by moral and religious means alone. When 
the chief of a State was attacked by murder- 
ous bands, the help of the State was invoked ; 
but could the State accomplish the desired 
object 7 The State that would rule society 
killed liberty ; and the State that allowed it- 
self to be led by society gave up ite highest 
aims. No ; morality and religioi^, not magis- 
terial force, were the means for repressing 
social evils. The speaker then noticed the 
influence of modem intercommunication on 
society, and dwelt on the changed views with 
which the profession or business of life was 
often regarded — not as a means of doing good 
and honourable work, but as a means of ac- 
complishing selfish ends. Selfishness was a 
characteristic of the higher as well as of 
the lower classes, and caused class-hatred. 
Hence the distance between capital and 
labour had increased, although tne work- 
man had improved his condition. The ex- 
tension of knowledge was the pride of our 
age, and higher education had led to the 
rejection of the dogmas of faith. It was said 
to be a matter of indifference what one 
believed. Pantheism was once more declared 
to^ the religion of the German people ; tJiii 
was accompanied by a Pessimism which 
could not bear the burden of existence, and 
longed for annihilation ; and at the same 
time natural instincts had been raised to the 
value ol moral law. This teaching was ao* 



cepted by the wealthy, and by the poor too ; 
but the latter claimed — consistently with the 
prevailing selfishness and the desire to gratify 
the natnral instincts — that society should 
place them on an eoual footing with the rich. 
Tet there was a higher ideal and purpose dis* 
cemible in some quarters, which had brought 
forth noble fruit, in the increased manifesta- 
tion of religious life. This was the great 
want. The State could not cure the evils of 
society. Faith, working by love, was the 
sole world-conquering power. 

This address was followed by another, on 
"Our Duty te the Industrial Classes," de- 
livered by M. Steinheil, manufacturer, of 
Alsace. 

The same subject, "Socialism," was treated 
by the Rev. Dr. Washburn (New York) in the 
Anglo-American Section, which met in the 
French Church. The Rev. Dr. Tiffany (New 
York) presided. The Church (said Dr. 
Washburn) was not a secular body ; never- 
theless, the life of the Church was linked 
with social life. She cannot, therefore, be In- 
different te those questions which stir the 
interest of men outside her own organisa- 
tions. Socialism now claimed her attention. 
What did it propose to do 7 To change all 
laws for the welfare of the entire community. 
Many evils unquestionably existed, among 
others Plutocracy, which was the worst of all 
social powers. Its exirtence was the cause of 
Socialism. After glancing at the career of 
Socialism in England and France, the Doctor 
referred to ite rise in Oermany. It began in 
1842, and had made rapid progress, advo- 
cating the doctrine that all capital belonged 
to the labouring classes, and should be shared 
by them. In America, during the last fifty 
years, there had grown the accumulation of 
capital and the division of classes ; and there 
was now much complaint of the railway mono- 
poly. Marks (the leading Socialist) asserted 
that all capital was the product of labour. Be 
it so ; but it was not, therefore, the property of 
labour. What, then, was the remedy for this 
growiug evil? What were the best means 
for counteracting Socialism? 1. Free <Us- 
cussion. If a charge of gunpowder were 
fired in the open air, it would do leas harm 
than if confined in a cannon. If discussion 
were stifled, revolt would follow. 2. Educa- 
tion. People were almost entirely ignorant 
of the first principles of political economy. 
3. Wise co-operation in all true methods of 
improving the condition of the working 
classes, such as savings' banks, co-operative 
societies, ete. We should then reach the time 
when governments would not be a mete 
armed police with a repressive policy, but 
when they would be simply administrative 
and protective. Colleges for working men 
were already establishMl; and as such men 
grew in intelligence, tAiey would find that 
their strength aid not lie in strikes, nor in 
despotic control of their fellow workmen. As 
for the special part that Ohristiaas must take, 
th^y must show sympathy with all men, as 
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^beir Master did, keep ChriatUnity above 
^be imputation of greedy and lift tbis Borely- 
tried old world to a higher level, that it 
migbt shine in the lisht of God. 

A very interesting diMmasion followed these 
addresses. 

UTERATU&E, CHBTSTIAN AKD ANTICHBISTIAV. 

Another session was held on Thursday 
afternoon, simultaneonsly with those re- 
ported above, at which the subject for 
consideration was '* The Christian and Anti- 
christian Influence of the Press upon the 
Nation." Herr Joneli (Basle), himself an 
editor, spoke particularly on the power of 
the press. In his judgment, it had degener- 
ated in character, and exhibited a decided 
tendency to advocate and promote the cause 
of infidelity, and to hold up Christianity to 
dislike and hatred. It also indirectly aided 
immorality by the advertisements which were 
inserted ; indeed, the exigencies of profitable 
trade not unfrequently proved stronger than 
the moral instincts of the managers, for ob- 
jectionable advertisements remained after 
articles reprobating vice had been inserted. 
Reform of the press was uigentlv needed. 
He did not see why newspapers should not 
be conducted and supported as philanthropic 
institutions which yielded no profit — as a 
means of doing good, not as a means of 
making money. 

Dr. Ue Pressens^ took for his subject the 
position of the Protestant press in reiation to 
the times. Protestant Christianity, he held, 
must accept the conflict in which it is en- 
gaged on the basis of open publicity, and 
must not endeavour to restrict the freedom 
of the press. Inasmuch as the Papacy had 
employed the Ultramontane press to combat 
modem society by advocating the dogmas of 
the Syllabus, Protestants must place in the 
light those true social principles which are 
involved in the religious movement of the 
nineteenth century. The mission of the Pro- 
testant press is to develop and defend the 
idea of true liberty, which is in danger of 
hein^ lost sight of in the conflict of opposinjj 
parties. The defence of spiritual Christi- 
anity should be as populsr as the attack, in- 
dependent of all political parties, and in- 
variably faithful to right and justice. The 
Christian press should act worthy of its high 
and holy cause in respect to methods and per- 
sons, and avoid whatever in the past has dis- 
honoured religious controversy. 

The Bev. L. B. White (London) referred 
more particularly to the work of the Religious 
Tract Society, showing^ that its great object 
was in all its publications to set forth the 
saving truths of the €k)spel, and thus to 
extend the influence of the (Christian press. 
He described the special influence which this 
press had upon the world, as evidenced by the 
fact that many of its greatest benefactors had 
had their own souu enlightened through 
some Christian book or tract ; instancing the 
.ease of * William -Wilberforce, of a Basle 



missionary who had recently died in Africa, 
and others. The Christian press alio pro- 
moted the true unity of the Spirit among 
men, as shown in the work of the Religious 
Tract Society, whose committee was com- 
posed of Chnstians of diflerent Churches, 
and which co-operated with Christians of 
different countries. The reason why the 
Christian press had this influence was because 
it made the name of Jesus more widely 
knovm throughout the world, that name 
being the true centre of union, in whose name 
aU nations should at last b^id the knee, and 
in whom all should trust. 

In the discussion which followed, the Rev. 
T. T. Waterman (London) remarked that it 
was characteristic of the times that every- 
thing was questioned, and that the question- 
ing was public, and not limited to scholaxi. 
Some modem literaturip was antichristian, 
and its influence was, of course, injurious ; 
but it was not wholly so, for it had led 
to the examination of the grounds of be- 
lief, to the removal of accretions, to the 
substantiating of fundamental truths, to 
the more caroful study of the Scriptures in 
their original languages, to the more com- 
plete elucidation of them by modem dis- 
coveries, and to the production of a de- 
fensive literature. Mr. Waterman then re- 
ferred to the publications of the Christian 
Evidence Society. 

Pastors Quistorp (Pomerania) and Na- 
thusius (Quedinburg) warned their hearers 
against irreligious and antichristian news- 
papers ; and Mr. Turner (London) described 
the operations of the Pure Literature Society. 

During the same afternoon, Dr. Fabri (Bar- 
men) described the efforts in view of the 
religious awakening in the East. 

BEaMONB. 

In the evening of Thursday, sermons were 
preached, in German, by Prof. Cremer, d.d. 
(Greifswald), from John iii. 26 ; in French, 
by Pastor Coulin, d.d. (Geneva) ; and in 
English, by the Rev. Canon Battersby (Kes- 
wick), from John xv. 1 — 8, who referred to 
the close connection which subsirts between 
Christ and the Church — the connection of 
the tree with the branches, the relation of 
the body to the members. The union of two 
human hearts is a mysteiy, so also is our 
union with Christ He also spoke of the 
oneness of the true Church. There is but 
one vine, composed of many branches ; and 
so loog as we were in Christ we need not 
fear separation from any particular oiganiza- 
tion. But in order that Christ's purpose 
ma^ be accomplished, that we may be truly 
fruitful, there must be entire submission 
to Christ, and possession of His Spirit. 
Aliance is not union ; a vital union is essen- 
tial. The personal inquiry was then ad- 
dressed to his hearers: Are yon in Christ 
Jesus ? Do you abide in Him ? 

CHRISTIAN MIBSIONB. 

On Friday, the subject for oonBideration 
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afc the several meetings was Chiistian 
Missionp, in Tariona aapeota. M. de le Boi 
(Breslan), in referring to '* Missions to 
the Jews," sketched the modem religious 
history of that people in continental coun- 
tries, and intimatea that there was a wish 
in Tarions lands to get rid of them, 
but added that they held closely to- 
gether and aided each other. He showed 
that the Gospel which Paul preached was 
^nit addressed to Jews, that that Grospel was 
the only means of their ealyation, and that 
Christians should not despair of their con- 
version. There were now 220 missionaries to 
the Jews, sent by various societies and de- 
nominations ; and prayer should be oflfered 
everywhere for the ancient people of God. 
Dr. Heman (Basle), Rev. D. A. Hersehell 
(London), and M. Hefter (Frankfort) spoke 
on the same subject at a subsequent session. 
Professor Christlieb, d.d. (Bonn), then 
inttoduoed the subject of " Missions to the 
Heathen," and remarked that it would be of 
some interest to look back to the state of 
Christian missions seventy or eighty years 
ago, and to compare it with their present state. 
In the first century Christian missions were 
limited to the countries around the Medi- 
terranean ; in the middle ages they penetrated 
the Continent of Europe ; later on they were 
extended to colonial possessions. But it was 
the characteristic of the missionary work of 
the present century that it was worid-inde. 
At the end of the last, and the begin- 
ning of the present century, the Moravians 
,and the Wesleyans were commencing their 
missions in the West Indies, and a few 
lamps of divine truth were lit in Green- 
land and Labrador. The Danes also began 
their labours ; and a few miBJvionaries 
went to the northern parts of Sweden 
and Norway, and among the Laplanders. 
That was the extent of missionary operations 
at the beginning of the century. Now there 
were seventy missionary societies in Europe 
and America, besides numerous minor li- 
mited and special missions, which might be 
regarded as the children and grandchildren 
of the others. Of the principal societies^ 
there were twenty-seven in Great Britain, 
eighteen in America, nine in Germany, nine 
in Holland, five in Scandinavia, one in 
France, and one in the Canton de Vaud. 
From the small amount of money devoted 
to this object at first, the contributions had 
inoreased till they now reached the large 
amount of twenty-four or twenty-five million 
marks (^£1,250)000). This was four or five 
times as much as the Boman Catholic 
Church at the present time expended on her 
missions. Notwithstanding 'these very en- 
conraging figures, indicative of great pro- 
gress, the missionary enterprise was not 
without its darker aspects. Some fields of 
labour were more difficult to enter than they 
were eighty years ago ; many tribes had act- 
nallv died out of exisi^moe. And this would 
not have been the case if th<» Ghristian Church 



in the past had been faithful to her eommis- 
sion, and done her duty in peeaehing the 
Gospel to every creature. Moreover, within 
the last genemtion, and especially in later 
yean, there had been a great inereaae of 
Rationalism, which chilled and cheeked Chris- 
tian enterprise. The publications of Strauss, 
Sohleiemacher, Rdnan, and similar writers, 
had had a prejudicial inflnenoe on aaal for 
the conversion of the world to Christ. But 
perhaps the principal resaon why the Gospel 
was not making the progress that it should 
was that the great zeal which fired the early 
missionary movement had died out. The 
interest of the liUtheran and the Reformed 
Churches had very mneh declined, and eon- 
sequently the young men offering tbamaelves 
for missionary service had diminished in 
numbers, and the oOkitributions had become 
less also. Putting the funds of all the mis- 
sionaiy societies of Germany together, they 
did not amount to the income ci the three 
lai^eat miisionary so<neties of Gtreat Britain — 
viz. .the Church Missionary Society, the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the Wes- 
leyan Missionary Soeiety. The Continental 
churches had found the men, the British 
churches had found the money. The former 
had never been in want of men ; but having 
limited resources, had been frequently com- 
pelled to dedine the services of thoee who 
offered themselves. Of course th«e was a 
difference in missionary interests in difiereiit 
provinces and in different churches; and 
this was due very much to the conduct of 
the pastors with reference to missionary work. 
Dr. Christlieb also gave a few facta respect- 
ing China, and stated that in that empire 
there were in conneotum with all miasumaiy 
societies 91 central etatioiiB, 511 out-stations, 
318 organised Chinese eongrqgations, 50,000 
adherents, 73 native preachers, bceides nu- 
merous assistants, 231 students in ooU^ges, 
16 missionary hospitals, and 34 dLq>ensaries. 
In reference to missionary work at large, he 
believed that God had never opened the door 
80 widely as He had to the present gene- 
ration. 

The Rev. W. Arthur (London) said it was 
scarcely a hundred yean since Protestant 
missions were begun. At first they extended 
little further than Europe ; now the labonters 
were to be iound in almost every land, from 
the iee fields of Labrador to the tropical 
deserts of Africa. There were then but 
three great empires — ^those of Turkey, the 
Great Mogul, and China ; and they coinprised 
within them half of the human race. Every- 
where Christianity was forbidden. But at that 
time the invisible Spirit moved Christian 
men to go forth to preach the Gkiepel of 
Christ. All these empires were characterised 
by immobility. Where were tiiey now I Now 
the way was everywhere open for the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. Who had opened it ? 
One only — the King of kings, the Lord of 
lords. This was one of the wont^erfol works 
of God. Even Ch'na, impamble ai it ▼«» 
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was attaoked. Formerly the worldly wise 
doubted the propriety and utility of misMons 
to India ; now dozens of Brahmins preached 
the Gospel, and the Bible could be read in 
thirty languages. A hundred years ago the 
population of the United States and the West 
Indies were heathen; now they were Christian. 
New Zealand, the Samoan, Friendly, Fiji, 
iSociety, and other Islands were now as much 
evangelized as Europe. Portions of Africa, 
at Sierra Leone and the Gape, had yielded to 
the power of the Gospel. Beginnings were 
being made in Central Africa, which would 
end in the spread of divine truth throughout 
the continent. Although what had been done 
was nothing to boast of, yet much had been 
accomplished. There had been proof of the 
power of the Gospel ; there was much to 
quicken faith in its efficacy. But it was 
necei»ary to feel that we were only at the 
beginning of the work. Wide and numerous 
doors were opened for missionaries; brave 
and faithful workers were needed. Huntsmen 
were required who did not wait for the game 
to come to their hands, but who went out to 
their haunts and lairs ; fishermen were wanted 
who did not expect the fish to come into 
their nets, but who launched out into the 
deep, with the expectation that they would 
thus gather a great multitude of fishes. 

The Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, ll.d. (Edin- 
burgh), observed that if ho were asked what 
was being done among the heathen, he 
should reply, "Next to nothing," and '* 4 
great deaL" Man was doing next to nothing ; 
but, considering how little was being done by 
man, God was doing very much. We were 
only beginning to awake to a sense of our 
responsibility. In India the progress of 
Christianity had been steady, but during the 
last year it had been rapid, 60,000 persons 
in the Madras province alone having re- 
nounced heathenism. A most remarkable 
change of sentiment had arisen with re^^ard 
to women ; the native gentlemen felt that 
English ladies were far superior to their own 
wives and daughters, and desired to see im- 
provement. If ten thousand women were 
willing to go out to instruct and elevate their 
sisters in India, ample work could be found 
for them. A society had been formed to 
promote the remarriage of widows, many of 
whom became such while they were mere 
children ; and public opinion on the subject 
had been so far changed, that during the last 
ten years twenty-two widows had remarried. 
The great characteri&tic of the youth of India 
in the present day was unred. '' We have 
lost our way, we cannot find the Father; 
show us the way ! " seemed to be their cry. 
" Mohammedanism," said Dr. Dollinger, " is 
now rushing on like a torrent, and manifest- 
ing a power of extension that is remarkable.'' 
This was true of Dutch India, but not of 
British India. The progress among the 
Karens in Burmah had exceeded that of any 
other mission. Much impression was not 
made on Buddhism, nor was Buddhism on 



the increase. The ideas of the Parsees were 
being modified in the direction of assimila- 
tion to the truths of the Bible. When re- 
ferring to Africa, Dr. Mitchell deplored the 
losses which had been experienced by the 
deatlis of missionaries, and made feeling allu- 
sion to the sudden removal of Dr. Mullens 
during his visit to the Central African Mis- 
sion of the London Missionary Society. It 
was high time that in that field the Church 
of Christ should exert her highest energies ; 
for it should not be forgotten that there not 
only was the heathenism gross and dark, 
but there also was Mohammedanism the most 
active and aggressive, her emissaries work- 
ing side by side with our Christian mis- 
sionaries. The curse of Africa had been 
Mohammedan slavery ; the only remedy waa 
the conversion of Islam to Christ. 

THE OPIUM TBAFPIO. 

Dr. Christlieb next brought forward the 
subject of "Opium Traffic." The use of 
opium affected all missions and miuionaries 
in China. It demoralized the people, and 
roused the more intelligent and patriotic to 
indignation aud hatred of the nation which 
introduced and persisted in the trade, and 
thus hindered the extension of the Gospel in 
the largest and most populous empire in the 
world. It was therefore a matter with which 
all Evangelical Christians should deal, and 
fell fairly within the scope of the Alliance. 
M. Necker (Geneva>and the Rev. W. Arthur 
(London) cordially supported Dr. Christlieb. 
The following resolution was consequently 
unanimously and enthusiastically carried, 
the whole assembly rising to attest their 
approval : "That this Conference, prompted 
by the reports laid before it as to the present 
state of Evangelical missions in China and 
India, expresses its full sympathy with the 
efforts for the suppression of the opium 
traffic which have been made during many 
years past, and desires to support the pro- 
tests against this trade which from time to 
time have been raised by various Evan- 
gelical and missionary Churches, 'and by 
many distinguished friends of Christian 
missions. The Conference unites with their 
English brethren in declaring this long- 
estabUshed trade to be a crying injustice 
against China, a cause of offence which 
deeply injures the honour of the Christian 
name, both in Christian and heathen coun- 
'tries, and, especially, an immense obstacle 
to the spread of Christian missionary work. 
The Conference feels constrain^ to place on 
record its conviction that a change in the 
policy of England as regards this traffic is 
urgently necessary, and it instructs its Presi- 
dent to bring this resolution to the know- 
ledge of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India." 

RIVALRY IN MISSIONS. 

At one of the afternoon meetings, Herr 
Schott, Inspector of Missions (Basle), read a 
paper, prepared by Herr Josenhans, on 
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*' Rivalry in Missionary Operationa, and the 
best means of rendering mutual assistance." 
Herr Wangpmann (Berlin) described his ex- 
perience in South Africa, and the opinions of 
different committees there. Pastor Appia 
(Paris) thought misunderstandings arose 
from the ignorance of missionaries respect- 
ing each other's operations. Herr Schott 
next spoke on the use of Lepsius's standard 
alphabet for reducing unwritten languages 
and foreign graphic systems to a uniform 
orthography in European letters, and stated 
that it had been very useful in South Africa, 
and observed that it appeared to have been 
forgotten in China, where it ought to have 
been particularly employed. Dr. Fabri 
(Barmen) and Herr Wangemann also spoke 
on the subject. The Marriage of Hindu 
Children next formed the subject of dis- 
cussion by Herr Schott and others ; and 
Medical Missions were strongly recom- 
mended by an English friend of missions 
in a letter read by Dr. Riggenbach. 

BASLE HOSPITALITY. 

At the Anglo-American Section, on Friday 
afternoon, Mr. Alderman Fowler (London) 
presided, and moved a vote of thanks to 
the Committee and friends at Basle for the 
generous oecumenical hospitality which had 
been shown. The resolution was duly 
seconded and unanimously carried. The 
Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell, Kev. W. Arthur, 
Rev. Dr. Christlieb, Rev. Dr, Orelli, and 
Pastor Fliedner, each gave a rhumd of his 
address delivered in the General Conference, 

CLOSIXO MBSTHrOS. 

On Saturday, the interest |in the gather- 
ings somewhat subsided, but meetings of 
various kinds were nevertheless held. In a 
conference on *' Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,*' 
Dr. H. Plitt (Gnadenfeld), Pastor Fallot 
(Paris), Rev. J. F. Hurst, d.d. (Madison, 
U.S.), and the President, Herr Sarasin, were 
among the speakers. A meeting was also 
held to promote Tonng Men's Christian 
Associations, addressed by Messrs. Fermaud 
(Geneva) and Saillant (Marseilles), and by 
the Rev. F. T. Soovel (Pittsburgh, U.S.). 
PastorlDr. Fisch spoke elsewhere on the 
want of Evangelical schools in Bohemia and 
Moravia. Scandinavian friends held a ser- 
vice, in which Dr. Kalkar (Copenhagen) 
and Professor Von Scheele (Upsala) took 
principal parts. . M. R^veillaud, the editor 
of Le SignoUf whose conversion has recently 
caused such deep interest and hope, delivered 
a most earnest and practical address, founded I 
on the ohai)(e given to Esekiel (Ezek. ii and i 
iii.) to go and speak to the people. He referred 
with great feeling to the necessity for speak- i 
ing of sin and repentance, of Jesus Christ and < 
Hu Gospel, among the populations of France, • 
French Switzerland, and Belgium ; and 
stated that there was not a town in France 
where yon might not take a hall, announce a 



'' Conference sur TEvangile," and seoure an 
attentive audience. 

On Sunday morning, the Cathedral was 
early filled with communicants, the women 
more than occupying the nave. Dr. Stock- 
meyer conducted the service and preached, 
and then, with three other clergymen, gave 
the bread and wine to the oommuoicants aa 
they came up to the table from all parts of the 
church. The service was very impressive* in 
view of the different nationalities and creeds 
represented by the assembly. After the Com- 
munion Service, the Rev. W. Arthur con- 
ducted an English service in the Eogelhof, 
and preached from Luke xii. 48, on the true 
sign of kinship with Christ— doing the will of 
His Father. 

The farewell meeting was held, on Sunday 
evening, in the Great Hall of the Vereinshaos, 
which was again crowded to its full capacity. 
Professor Riggenbach (Basle) presided, and 
commenced the proceedings with an address. 
Count Von Bismarck-Bohlen thanked God 
for the rich blessings that had accompanied 
the meetings of tbe Conference, and referred 
to the three elements of Basle prosperity 
— the immigration of French Protestant 
refugees, the University, and the Mission 
H ouse. Professor G^et (Neuch&tel) thought 
that Basle was the only city that bad a 
" Missionstrasse," and that there had been 
abundant evidence that it (Basle) waa 
a city (fioffiXuov) of God, where the Word 
of the Lord was held sacred and obeyed. 
The Rev. W. Arthur (London) followed. 
He said : Dear Brethren, — As has been said, I 
am an Englishman, but I had rather, in this 
assembly, ^* speak" five words in bad German 
than ten thousand words in fair English. 1 
wish I could at this moment speak to you in 
your own language like a bom German. In 
that case I should have much to say, for much 
in moving in my heart ; but in your language 
I am not a grown man, only a child, who can 
but stammer. Even children, however, are 
capable of certain things. They can right 
well understand all sorts of kindnesses, can 
enjoy themselves with their benefactors, and 
can say, *' Thanks ! " Just so I, in Basle, 
have received indeed all sorts of kindness, 
have richly enjoyed myself with my benefac- 
tors ; and now I say, '* Thanks, and again 
thanks, and a thousand times thanks.'' ^ot 
only in my own name do I say ** Thanks !** 
not only in that of the President, the Secre- 
taries of the whole English Branch, and not 
only in that of tbe English Branch, but also 
in that of tbe Anglo-iUnerican Section. In 
that section was proposed a resolution ex- 
pressing our grateful sense of your hospi- 
tality and your universal goodness. That 
resolution was adopted not merely with 
unanimity, but with general enthusiasm. 
On all hands it wa9 the testimony that your 
reception of us, your hospitality, was hearty 
and noble. Professor Riggoubach having agun 
spoken, the chorale, "^ow praise ye all the 
Lord," was aung, the Benediotioa was pro- 
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Donnoed, the farewell greetings were given, 
and the assembly dispersed. 

In reviewing the engagements of the week 
there is reason to be devoutly thankfnl for 
all the attendant circumstances of the Confer- 
ence. The whole city and the whole conntry- 
side were stirred, while the upper classes 
of society were very favourably impressed. 
Even Roman Catholics have expressed their 
sense of the good done as a protest against 
infidelity. Large numbers attended the 
various gatherings with unflagging interest. 
The weaUier was splendid. Townspeople were 
ready to direct and even accompany those who 
had lost their way. The press reported the 
proceedings most admirably from day to day. 
Prayer-meetings were numerous, and were 
not left to a few. Every morning they were 
held in the two halls of the Vereinshaus, 
and very frequently others were extem- 
porized. In order to benefit the largest 
number, it was necessary that the principal 
meetings should be conducted in the German 
or French language, German being that in col- 
loquial use ; hence the formation of an Anglo- 
American Section, and the absence of EngUsh 
from the principal conferences. But a warm- 
hearted and generous Christian sympathy 
was exhibited on every hand. There was a 
large amount of hospitality. On three after- 
noons the houses and grounds of MM. C. 
Sarasin, A. Visoher-Sarasin, Miville-Iselin, 
and Burkhardt-Forkart were thrown open 
to meinbers of the Conference for refresh- 
ment, and social intercourse, exhortation, 
and worship. On Wednesday afternoon 
there was a magnificent entertainment 
provided in the grounds of M. Theo. 
barasin-Bischoff, at Riehen. A special 
train of forty carriages was provided by 
the host to convey visitors from Basle to 
the village, which of course turned out to 
see the guests, who numbered not less than 
3,000. The hospitality here was unbounded, 
for the supply of tea, coffee, syrups, wine, 
beer, bread in various forms, meat of various 
kinds, salads, etc., was such as to meet all 
tastes and requirements. Chinese lanterns 
were lit up as darkness came on, and Greek 
fires at intervals gleamed through the trees. 
There was a commingling of the tongues of 
various nations in talk and song and prayer ; 
the rich and poor met together in true repub- 
lican fashion, or rather, with that sympathy 
which unites all who in every place call upon 
the name of the Lord Jesus. This splendid 
act of hospitality was recognized by the sub- 
sequent presentation to the host of an album 
containing the signatures of many of the 
visitors. On Friday evening a great musical 
treat was provided in the Cathedral, where a 
concert of nacred music was given under the 
direction of Herr A. Walker. The va»t 
building was crowded ; probably some 3,500 
persons were present, filling nave, aisles, 
transepts, choir, and the open spaces of the 
gallenes round the building. The acoustics 



were perfect; neither near the organ and 
choir was there an overpowering mass of 
sound, nor at the extreme end of the build- 
ing was there the loss of an intonation in the 
solos. Schlltz, Mendelssohn, Handel, Bach, 
and other composers were laid under contri- 
bution, so as to furnish intense enjoyment. 
Instruments and choir were well in hand, and 
with fine taste rendered the passages which 
had been selected. There was refreshment 
of spirit, through that sense which had be- 
come well-nigh wearied with the multitude 
of speeches. The nnited Communion Service 
was impressive even to those who did not 
understand the language, for it could not 
but be felt that there was one body, one 
spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, above all, through aU, in all. 

The TimeSf in the course of a leading 
article on the Alliance Conference at Basle, 
makes the following remarks : — 

'* The meeting of the Evangelical Alliance 
at Basle is an incident which claims our 
attention and interest. The Alliance repre- 
sents ideas and gives proof of the existence 
of forces very widely spread among the 
leading nations of the world, and working 
on the whole for good. The impulse of the 
movement comes in the main from Teutonic 
sources, but by no means entirely so. It is by 
Englishmen, Americans, Swiss, and Germans 
that the Alliance is chiefly represented ; but 
Frenchmen and Belgians and Italians are to 
be found at their side taking an equally 
active part in the business for which they 
have all met. What the business is must be 
judged from the tenourof the addresses, and 
from the records adduced of work done or 
attempted. We may describe it briefly us 
the spread of Christianity and of religious 
freedom on the basis of Evangelical doctrine. 
Together with this, and in the view of the 
speakers most intimately and essentially 
connected with it, there is care shown for 
that moral and even material improvement 
to which Evangelical Christianity has always 
very readily lent itself. We cannot but 
welcome the proof all this brings of grand 
aims and of devotion to an unselfish cause. 
The men are in earnest in what they are 
saying and doing. The principles they are 
asserting on the platform are those to which 
their best efforts have been given, and to 
which their best service is vowed. They are 
the spokesmen, and, so to say, the advanced 
guard of a great multitude. What they say 
is listened to, and what they purpose will be 
eagerly watched and aided by, a vast band 
of sympathizers in every country, and not 
least in our own. Whatever new object 
they may turn to, money will be forthcom- 
ing at their call. Their schools and colleges 
will be built and set going; their missions 
will be liberally supported ; their tracts and 
pamphlets will be published, and circulated, 
and read. When May comes round, the 
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whole history will be gone over again in 
London, and the successes achieved will be 
announced, and commented on, and rejoiced 
over. In an age like this, when the beat 
efforts of the world seem given to matters of 
much more doubtful service ; when the 
highest genius is busy in devising new 
instruments of destruction, ur in finding new 
nse for those already at its command ; when 
foreign loans and bogus companies are start- 
ing up almost daily ; and when the chief aim 
of one-half of mankind appears to be to 
injure or to annoy or to live at the expense 
of the other half, it is reassuring to find that 
there is something more than a remnant left 
to whom other matters are of concern, and 
that the well-spring of faith and duty still 
survives, as ever, eternal in the human 
breast. 

''The basis on which the Evangelical 
Alliance professes to meet is that of charity 
and mutual toleration. The time,it declares, 
has arrived at which it is more important 
than ever that Christians of every Church 
should show themselves united as to the 
points on which they all agree, and should put 
out of sight the non-essentials on which they 
may agree to differ. It is in alike spirit that 
the demand for full religious freedom is in- 
sisted on. The Berlin Treaty, about which 
we have heard so many and such contradic- 
tory views, is regarded favourably by the 
Alliance, chiefly on account of the concessions 
it contains as to this. It is not enough for 
the Alliance that all forms of faith should be 
tolerated. What it asks is that religion is 
in no case to be alleged by the State as 
a ground for exclusion or disability 
of any kind. It was to this that the 
voice of Europe was given in the arrange- 
ments which were entered into at Berlin for 



the new provinces carved out of Turkej. 
That the decisions of the Congress have be^ 
somewhat imperfectly carried out, and thai 
one at least of the Powers has shown itself 
unobservant of them within its own proper 
territory, are matters on which the AUlanoe 
remarks with due regret. The Berlin Treaty 
stands, nevertheless, for a great triumph in 
the cause of religious freedom. The principle 
has been accepted, and sooner or later the 
practice will be found conforming to it. 
We were accustomed, during the lifetime of 
the late Pope, to receive year by year a 
gloomy statement of the condition of the 
religious world. Each country waa acrad- 
nized in turn, and was pronounced unf&ith - 
ful to the truth. The whole temper of the 
modern world and the whole spirit of 
modem life were duly displayed as anta^o- 
nistic to the Romish Church. Dtsfection 
and disloyalty were the notes sounded 
from every side. The world was not only 
unsubdued by the Church, but was more and 
more actively striving itself to shake off its 
very partial allegiance. We have nerer 
cared to dispute the accuracy of these views. 
We must remark, however, on the contrast 
they offer with those put forward bj the 
Evangelical Alliance. So judged, it ia not 
difficult to distinguish which is the winning 
and which the losing side. The rival claim- 
ants on the attention of the Christian world 
make this clear enough. The Evangelical 
Alliance is triumphant about the past, and 
han, even more, good hope about the future. 
Much has been done for the progress of what 
it has at heart ; and though much still re- 
mains to be done, yet the affair everywhere 
is in train, and each fresh year is to usher 
in fresh victories. We will not venture to 
deny that the confidence is well-grounded." 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE, TO BE HELD IN EDINBURaH, OCTOBER 28—30. 

Arrangements are being made for the approaching Annual Conference of the British 
Organization. The Council desire to express their earnest hope that a lazge number of 
members and friends of the Alliance from various parts of the United Kingdom will avul 
themselves of the cordial invitation of the Edinburgh Branch to attend the forthcoming 
meetings. 

The programme is not yet completed, but among the subjects of addresses are the foU 
lowing : " The Recent Conference in Basle," ** State of Religion on the Continent,** ** Our 
Life in Christ," *' Missions to the Heathen," ** Unus corpus sumus in Christo/ " The Power 
of a Common Interest and Work to Draw Christians together." 

Those who may intend to be present at the Conference are requested to communicate 
at once with the Secretaries in London, who will forward programmes and other necessary 
information. 

Hospitality will be piovided, as far as possible, for all who may intimate their intention 
to attend the Conference. 



AlliKnce House, 7, Adam Street, London, w.o« 
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THE MONTH. 

Thk British forces are in pof^session of Cabul. General Sir Frederick Roberts, after 
many delays arising from the perils incident to marching through a hostile country, 
and the difficulty of obtaining transport and supplies, has at length, though not 
without severe fighting on the heights around the city, entered it in triumph. The 
Ghilzais, and other hill tribes of the interior, hung about his advance, not daring to 
attack his troops till they should see the result of their final struggle with the 
Cabulese ; but ready, had that result been the discomfiture of the British, to fall upon 
their rear. When^ however, victory declared for Qeneral Hoberts, these hillmen 
precipitately fled. The proclamation of the General on hoisting in Cabul the 
British flag was, of coiirse, such as might have been expected under the circum- 
stances. His approach had been resisted and impeded to the utmost ; and in various 
ways it had been shown that the sympathies of the inhabitants (as indeed was natural) 
were rather with the mutinous regiments by whom the Envoy and his suite had been 
massacred than with Yakoob Khan, whom they doubtless regarded as having 
sacrificed to the British Power the independence of his country. Hence the dis- 
arming of the population, the placing of the town and district under martial law, 
and the imposition of a heavy fine upon the inhabitants, were measures deemed 
essential alike to the vindication of British authority, the satiB&ction of outraged 
justice, and the security of property and life. It may, of course, be objected that the 
fine will fall indiscriminately on the guilty and the innocent, and that these stem 
measures of repression will produce anything but a friendly feeling amongst 
the people of Cabul. Doubtless, this is true ; and such considerations should make 
any Government pause before committing itself to any such hostile measures towards 
an independent people as, once adopted, renders it difficult, if not impossible, to stop. 
The voluntary abdication of Takoob Khan, since the British occupation of the dty, 
does but increase the difficulty and the risk of the position. It is manifest that he 
has not the courage or firmness needful for the part he has so recently been called 
upon to play. Were the British to nominate a new Ameer, he would, of course, be 
regarded simply as their puppet. Were Yakoob's son to be pkced upon the throne 
his rale would be merely nominal, and we must undertake to control the turbulent 
SDd exasperated Afghans. Were the Sirdars called on freely to elect a new Sovereign, 
ihey might choose one hostile to that British influence to uphold which our present 
policy has been initiated, and on behalf of which so much sacrifice, both of blood and 
treasure, has been made. Look which way we will, the prospect is enveloped in the 
niBtB of uncertainty and peril. May God give our statesmen wisdom to discern, and 
resolution to pursue, the path of safety and of right ! 



The settlement of Zulnland effected by Sir Garnet Wolseley seems to have 
given bat scant satisfaction alike at home and in South Africa. The colonists con- 
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aider that the policy adopted in that settlement does not go far enoixgh ; the home 
jndgment largely inclines to the belief that it has gone too &r. Opinion in Natal 
and at the Cape leans towards the belief not only that Cetewayo should have beon 
deposed, but that his dominions should have been annexed to the possessions of the 
British Grown. Opinion at home, on the contrary, distrusts and dislikes the policy 
of annexation ; the present Parliament has declared against it ; the Ministry itself 
has disapproTed the course pursued by the colonial autborities in initiating the 
war; whilst all sections of the Opposition have expressed their condemnation of 
that course. The decisions taken by Sir Garnet Wolseley adopt the mean between 
these conflicting views ; and while they may be regarded as expressing the judgment, 
under present circumstances, of the Government, they are in accordance neither 
with the aspirations of the colonists on the one hand, nor with the convictions of 
the majority at home upon the other. By the proclamation of Sir Garnet, Znluland 
is pardtioned, and the territories of Cetewayo divided amongst several co-ordinate 
and independent chiefe, each of equal rank and authority in the district subject to 
his rule. The people are to remain, so fiir as is compatible with British aflcendency, 
under their old and self-adopted laws, but certain reforms of an important character 
are introduced, both in respect to the laws themselves and their administration. 
The punishment of death, fi>r example, is no longer to be inflicted for triflii^ 
offences, or without a fair trial, or, under any drcumstanoes, by the chieftain's sola 
authority. The military system of Cetewayo is entirely abolished, the Zulu army ia 
at an end, and all the arms possessed by the natives are required to be ^voi up^ 
whilst their foture importation into Znluland ia positively forbidden. The di»- 
cburagements to marriage imposed by the miUtary system formeriy in vogue are 
removed ; and generally, it may be said, an attempt is made to bring the Zulus more 
completely under civilizing influence. A British Resident is to be appointed for 
each district) who is to exerdse a supervision over its administration, and to report 
to the Government any infinction of the laws. The practical efficiency of this new 
system must, of course, be tested by experience. *The colonists assert that it will 
never work ; and certainly it ia not shown how, if the laws be violated, the Britidb 
Hesident is to enforce their authority or compel their re-observanoe. We may hope 
the best, but it seems not improbable that the present arrangement will be but a 
transition stage in Zulu affairs; hence it is not surprising that many think it would 
have been wiser either to have let Znluland alone^ or to have at once made it part 
and parcel of Her Majesty's dominions. To the threatened exclusion of misBionariBB 
from a portion of Zululand we have referred in a subsequent page. 



We must not disguise the &ct that a systematic attack is now being made, 
with an energy and determination worthy of a better cause, upon one of the moat 
sacred and cherished of our institutions. We are no alarmists, nor would we con* 
serve any institution which could not be maintained or defended from considera* 
tions of justice and of right ; but we are of all things concerned to uphold, for 
all classes, the right and privilege of Sabbath rest — an observance which, more than 
any other, has tended to preserve amongst us not only the ordinances and the spirit 
of religion, but also the health, the well-beings and the freedom of our people — 
blessings but too lightly esteemed by those who are thoughtlessly or, wilfully en* 
deavouring to assimilate our Sabbath to the Continental Sunday. These ad- 
versaries of our peace have recently been encouraged by the action of the Home 
Secretary in remitting the penalties imposed by the law courts upon the Brighton 
Aquarium for being open on the Lord's-day. This, as has well been observed, is 
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tantamount to a decUion that some amount of Sabbath amusement, projected by the 
contrivers for their own pecuniary profit, is or ought to be permitted. Let but this 
principle be recognized, and it must soon be practically carried out, not in Brighton 
only, but in every town and city of the realm. Its logical result will be the opening 
on Sunday, before many years have passed, of all places of amusement whatsoever. 
Meanwhile the Sunday League is actively at work. At a recent meeting of the 
Common Council of London, a motion was made, which, if carried, would have led 
to the opening of the Corporation Library in the Guildhall on Sunday afternoons. 
This motion, however, was, we are glad to say, defeated, and the petition presented 
by the Sunday League, together with the petitions against the adoption of its prayer, 
were simply ordered to lie upon the table. But the attempt shows the peril to 
which we are exposed. Should the Corporation ultimately take this step, it will 
not be long ere the Heading-room of the British Museum, and of all the other 
libraries and museums in the country, will either be open upon Sunday, or a 
persistent agitation be on foot to make them so. To be forewarned, however, is to 
be forearmed, and we fervently hope that all who prize the preservation of our 
precious Sabbath rest will use every exertion and strain every nerve to prevent so 
deplorable a consummation. 

There is but little change within the last month in the state and prospects 
either of agriculture or of trade, whether in Great Britain or the sister country. 
Farmers are in many districts emigrating, farms in others are unoccupied, landlords 
in some localities are lowering their rents, while in others the tenants cannot pay 
the sums demanded. The Home Secretary, in a recent speech, ventured to assume 
that the cloud which has so long hung over agricultural industry is fast vanishing 
away; but a more impartial contemplation of the facts will convince us that that 
cloud will more or less envelope us in gloom so long as farming is carried on amongst 
us under existing conditions, and that some legislative action must, ere long, be 
taken on the subject. In many counties it would seem that the law of entail 
injuriously affects the cultivation of the land; in others, want of sufficient capital 
prevents the farmers from growing those crops which alone would yield a satU&ctory 
remuneration. Many i^culturists are unquestionably anxious to enhance the price 
of their produce by artificial or legblative means, and point to the non-reciprocity of 
other nations in the matter of free trade in justification of the policy they advocate. 
It is, however, morally impossible that to the system of protection this country will 
ever return ; still, that the case of the farmers requires parliamentary consideration, 
and will ere long receive it, few can entertain a doubt. 

The Anti-Kent agitation in Ireland, under the leadership of Mr. Pamell, is 
assuming a somewhat formidable aspect. There is, undoubtedly, in the sister country 
not only much "agricultural depression,'' but much acute and positive distress 
arising from that cause. Consequently, on the part of numbers of tenant farmers, 
there is an absolute inability to pay the rents demanded of them. It would be well 
that the whole question of land tenure there should be investigated and discussed. 
But this is very different from Mr. Pamell's scheme for demanding money from the 
Government to buy out the present landlords, and to convert the occupiers into 
the owners of the soil. That it might be well for Ireland were the farmers their 
own landlords may perhaps be conceded; but it would be manifestly unjust to other 
classes of the community, not to say impossible, in the present general distress, that 
public money — that is, money obtained from the taxpayers — should be spent for a 
purpoae such as this. A monster gathering has recently been held at Navan, when 
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Mr. Parnell, addressing his constituents, in the presence of several Home Kale 
members of Parliament, advised the farmers that, now that thej were in possession 
of their farms, thej shoald at all risks retain them, and if the landlords would not 
take the rent that they could pay, they shoald themselves keep it until the owners of 
the land should come to a more reasonable mind. Kesolutions were passed, declar- 
ing that the Irish people had a right to resume the management of their own afikirs, 
and that the State should make such changes as might enable Irish farmers both to 
compete with foreign ones and to provide employment for the starving peasants on 
their farms. An agitation of this kind, thus conducted, and enforced by such 
appeals to an excitable and impulsive people, cannot but be perilous, and warrants 
the severest condemnation. 



The new Bishop of Lichfield seems desirous of acquiring a somewhat question- 
able fame. It [has of late, in some quarters, been contended that the authority of a 
bishop is so limited as practically to be almost nil. Dr. Maclagan appears to be of 
a different opinion ; or, at any rate, to be resolved that if it has been so generally 
in the past, it shall not be so, in his diocese at least, in time to come. He has 
addressed to his clergy a series of visitation questions, of the moat multifarious, 
minute, and comprehensive kind, and of which it is not too much to say that they 
are as inquisitive as they are dictatorial. Descending to the most petty details, they 
are alike frivolous, irritating, and vexatious, and indicate for his diocese, in the 
future, a very extended and undesirable exercise of episcopal authority. Prior to 
his elevation to the Bench, Dr. Maclagan, although an Evangelical preacher, had 
exhibited High Church tendencies which sometimes disturbed the serenity of the 
parish over whose spiritual interests he was appointed to preside; but his eccen- 
tricities at Kensington are no measure of the uncalled-for and injudicious spirit of 
dictation which has prompted the seventy-one questions to which the Bishop now 
demands an answer from every parochial clergyman within his diocese. The feeling 
these questions have produced, both in that diocese and elsewhere, is certainly not 
likely to increase episcopal influence, however those questions themselves may have 
been designed to advance episcopal power. 



The Church Congress at Swansea, from the point of view ordinarily taken of 
such assemblies, was undoubtedly a most successful gathering. The time appointed 
was fully taken up, the meetings were numerous and well attended, some even being 
densely crowded, whilst the topics handled were varied and important in themselves, 
and discussed with much ability and tact. The ordinary conflicting elements were, 
of course, present, and more than once there seemed some risk of an explosion. The 
peril, however, was averted, and the proceedings generally were marked by modera- 
tion and good temper. The range of subjects included the Ecclesiastical Courts and 
the Court of Final Appeal, the advantages derived from Science by Religion, lay 
and ministerial work in the Church of England, and the past and present condition 
of the Church in the Principality of Wales. The old theme, of the best means of 
promoting unity in the Church, was also discussed, and on this topic Canon Kyle 
and Mr. Knox-Little spoke as from a common platform. On th^"^[^^y ^^^ 
Congress fully realized the anticipations of its members, calculated, as it w^^ 
impart new life to Churoh work, and to stimulate the somewhat flagging energies b. 
Churchmen in the Principality. 

If the Churoh Congress fulfilled the expectations of its promoters, the same 
may also be said of the autumnal meeting of the Congregational Union at Cardiff. 
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There was not so large an attendance as is usual at tbis gathering, the number of 
ministers and delegates being under eight bundred; but the meetings were throngtd, 
the themes discussed of primary importance, and the interest was maintained 
tbroughont the proceedings. The meetings of the Baptist Union at Glasgow were 
also numerously attended, and a most admirable paper was there read by the "Rev, 
W. Medley, the Chairman, on the attitude of the churcbes in relation to tbe 
prevalent unsettlement of religious opinion and belief. 



In France, public opinion awaits with interest what the impending Parlia- 
mentary Session may bring forth, more especially with reference to education and 
the Bill of M. Jules Ferry. The hostility of the clergy to this measure, of course, 
continues unabated, but even their sympathizers have to admit that the standard of 
education amongst the French clergy is so low, that any Education Bill worthy of 
its name and of the country might well exact guarantees of competency from all 
priests and monks aspiring in the future to control or even supervise the education 
of the young. Regarding this question from a merely social point of view, the 
intellectual inferiority of the priests, combined with their sacerdotal pi-estige, con- 
stitute a grave and chronic danger to the State. 



Diplomatic speculation is rife as to the specific objects contemplated by the 
alliance, defensive if not offensive, which is underatood to have been concluded 
between Germany and Austria. It is generally believed that this alliance, whatever 
be its terms, has reference to the perils which are supposed to menace Northern 
Europe from the aggressive spirit prevalent in Husaia, and which has for some time 
found expression in its journals. It is well known that for many months past there 
has been a growing distrust and suspicion between Russia and Germany, which the 
newspapers of the two countries have done their best to foster, and which the efforts 
of their respective sovereigns have been unable to allay. The dislike evinced 
between those who represent public opinion under the two empires, has, indeed, 
amounted to positive hostility, and has awakened apprehensions in diplomatic circles 
as to the result. As these causes of isolation between Germany and Russia have 
become patent, there has been a corresponding approximation between the states- 
men of the former power and of Austria, and this supposed treaty is considered the 
result. It is difficult to account for the distrust which thus, often quite un- 
expectedly, springs up between two powerful states; still the fact remains, and a 
fact of this kind tends too often to bring about the realization of the fears to 
which its origin must be ascribed. 

HELP FOR THE HELPLESS.* 
From some cause, literary men and able thinkers do not always draw the masses. 
Their language is too learned, or their sympathy not apparent. It not unfrequently 
happens that some man of the people, some mechanic or day labourer, will gather 
around him an audience which the man of culture cannot hold. The reason is, they 
understand him ; his language is the language of their lives ; '^he speaks in their 
habits of thought ; he seems to sympathize with them, and their very souls cleave 
to him. I call your attention to this, though I may refer to it again, because the 
times require that true minLitcrs should not only be in sympathy with the masses, 
but that the masses should feel that sympathy. We cannot shut our eyes to the 

* From Bishop Simpson's Yale Lectures. 
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fact that a wall of partition is rising higher and higher between the educated 
the uneducated, between the capitalist and the labourer, and there are no men who can 
stand in the breach, none who can serve as a bond of union, but the ministers of the 
Gospel; and on them now, and for years to come, rests, and will rest, a fearfiil 
responaibiliiy. No other class, I repeat, can stand between the rich and the poor, 
the learned and the ignorant, the virtuous and the vicious, but men divinely sent 
and commissioned of the Lord Jesus, to stoop to the lowest depths of degradatLon, 
and yet to keep themselves unspotted from the world. The minister must ever give 
a helping hand to his brother. While he looks with affection on the wretched out- 
cast, struggling in the mire of the pit of degradation, he also looks heavenward, 
whither he draws his erring brother, and where he beholds a Saviour^s face wreathed 
with a smile of approbation. While he struggles to draw his brother from destrao- 
tion, the Saviour's hand holds him and draws him nearer to Himself. It is safe to 
reach with one hand to rescue the fallen sinner from the very vei^ of hell, if with 
the other we can grasp the hand of omnipotent and boundless love. The office of 
the true minister is to stand between God and sinful man, listening to the whispers 
of love, and crying them in the ears of the fallen ; touching, the electricity of the 
cross, and sending its thrill through himself to his brother man ; holding the cords 
of love, and letting them fall deeper and deeper and deeper, to reach the vilest oat- 
casts of earth, so long as he himself la bound by the cords of adoption to a Father's 
throne. How deep he may go, who can tell ? He may go so low that an astonished 
archangel shall exclaim, " O the depth of the riches both of the knowledge and the 
wisdom of God ! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out !" 

I shall never forget an exhibition I once attended. Shortly after schools for 
the imbeciles were commenced in Europe, a young man, moved with benevolence^ 
crossed the ocean to examine their mode of operation and success. Assured of their 
utility, he returned and commenced a similar institution. He advertised for the 
most idiotic and helpless child that could be found. Among those brought to him 
was a little boy of five years of age. He had never spoken or walked, had never 
chewed any hard substance, or given a look of recognition to a friend. He lay on 
the floor a mass of flesh, without even ability to turn himself over. Such was the 
student brought to this school. The teacher fruitlessly made effort after effort to get 
the slightest i^ecognition from his eye, or to produce the slightest intentional act. 
Unwilling, however, to yield, at the hour of noon he had the little boy brought to 
his room, and he laid down beside him every day for half an hour, hoping that some 
favourable indication might occur. To improve the time of his rest, he read aloud 
from some author. One day, at the end of six months, he was unusually weary, and 
did not read. He soon discovered that the child was uneasy, and was trying to 
move itself a little, as if to turn toward him. The thought flashed upon his mind : it 
misses th^ sound of my voice. He turned himself closely to it, brought his mouth 
near the child's head, and after repeated efforts the little fellow succeeded in placing 
his finger on the teacher's lips, as if to say. Make that sound again. The teacher 
said that moment he felt he bad the control of that boy. He gained his attention, 
and by careful manipulation of his muscles, succeeded in teaching him to walk, and 
then to read, and when I saw him at the end of five years, he stood on a platform, 
read correctly, recited the names of the Presidents of the United States, and 
answered accurately a number of questions on our national history. I looked with 
astonishment, and said to myself, Was there ever such patience and such devotion f 
and how strong should be the love of that little boy for his teacher ! I said, Was 
there ever an instance of one stooping so low and waiting so long ? Tlien I said. 
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ITeSi there was one in&tanoe : the Son of Ood came down from heaven, laid ffimsel^ 
down befdde me, "ffia great heart by my heart, watched me with perpetual care, 
infoaed into me of Hb own life, and waited for nearly twenty years before I reached 
zny finger to His lips and said, ' Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.* What con- 
descension, what love to fallen man ! Christ stooped so low, it authorizes us to 
stoop, and wait on^ and wait ever. Some of these wretched ones have been suffering 
for more than eight and thirty years, and have been lying at the edge of the pool, 
waiting for us to come and help them into the tronbled waters. 



Jmip Intelligence. 



FRANCE. 



[From onr own Correspoxideiit.] 

, October 16, 1879. 

CHS OUTLOOK ON VBXSOR BOOIBTT. 

It iB intensely interesting to follow the 
risiDg hopes of earnest Christian men respect- 
ing France. The monthly meeting in Paris 
for prayer and conference among workers of 
all denominationB had as its subject, '' Chris- 
tian Work during the Opening Season." Prayer 
and faith, indeed, are needed in face of the 
monstrons development of blasphemy and 
evil of all kinds which daily grows greater in 
France. After enameiating the fearful odds, 
M. R^veillaud says, in the Sigrwl: '' To over- 
throw all these obstacles, what have we ? The 
faith, too often weak, and the courage, too 
often trembling, of a small cohdt of wiUing 
men, who, from their experiebee and re- 
flection, have become convinced that God 
reigns; that He has revealed, and continues to 
reveal Himself to His free and intelligent 
creature; that He sent Jesus Christ to re- 
generate and to save corrupt and rebellious 
man ; that the Gk>^el has been for eighteen 
centuries, is, and will remain from age to 
age, the glad tidings of Qod's forgiveness 
offered to men, and of their reconciliation 
effected by Jesus Christ. ' A small cohort/ 
we said, it is true; but we remember that 
with twelve men, taken from among the 
lowest of QaUlee, the Spirit of Christ in less 
than a generation had caused to spring up 
churches in Judea, Asia Minor, Macedonia, 
Greece, Italy, and elsewhere. In three hun- 
dred years' time the Boman world was con- 
quered, and taken captive. We remember also 
the 'Uttle monk,' as he called himself, 
attacking, almost single-handed, a power 
scarcely less dreaded and colossal than had 
been the Boman Empire — viz., the Bomish 
Church — and witnessing the fall of its power 
and glory in half of Europe. And if we are 
told that times are changed, that our age is 



neither that of the Apostles nor of the Be- 
formers, we reply, how do you knowf . • • 
We are on the eve of a moral and spiritual 
crisLs; the aymptoms are everywhere. We 
may call it an indi^UM crisis. Some are 
affrighted, as though we were entering on the 
latter times predicted by the Scriptures, 
when the Son of Man, returning, will find 
no faith on the earth. It is forgotten that 
previously the earth must see the fall of the 
seven-hilled city, impure Babylon, who has 
drunk of the blood of the martyrs, and has 
led the nations astray by her sorceries, and 
of whom it is written, * Bejoice over her, ye 
heavens!' ... If God is with us, what 
should af&ight us in the coming crisis ? The 
life of a people is ever the result of crisis ; 
and when a people is dying out, a social, 
political, or religious crisis must awaken it 
from its lethargy, and give it new life. . . . 
A Christian ought to be an optimist. What- 
ever may be his field of labour, and however 
little result he sees, is he not a fellow-worker 
with his Lord? 'Best?' said the great 
Amaud ; ' we shall have eternity to rest in ! ' 
Thus should the CSiristian speak, and his 
sign should be activity — activity to the very 
last; and the characteristics of this activity 
should be trust, serenity, and joy." 

OLOOMT INDICATIONS. 

In politics there is now much dark fore- 
boding : the monetary panic ; the strange 
banquetings of Legitimists, Bonapartists, and 
deep Bed BepubUcans, with their various 
cries of enthusiasm, applauded by their re- 
spective parties ; the noisy calls for a general 
amnesty; the election, to be reversed on a 
point of law, of Humbert, well known as 
writer of the Phe DutMn$, the infamous 
incarnation of the very genius of evil during 
the Commune of 1871 ; and the strange re- 
ports of the union of General Gallifet, the 
wrathful destroyer of Communist prisoners, 
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and the republican Gambetta! The quiet 
people are the vast majority ; still, though but 
drops in the ocean, the noisy, rampant ones, 
by harassing men in power, and keeping 
France in agitation, are a fearful power for 
evil. 

THE PROTESTANT PROPAGANDA. 

is interesting the public more than formerly, 
and is noticed by the general press ; while no 
words are too strong, nor untruths too trans- 
parent or absurd, for the Ultramontane papers. 
The Liberal and Freethipking press gives 
glowing accounts of public meetings in which 
Christian men place the alternative before 
numerous fellow-citizens of relinquishing all 
faith and falling into anarchy, or of becoming 
Protestants. The Gospel is frequently en- 
forced with earnest manliness in these inter- 
esting meetings. It is a new phase in French 
Protestantism ; and no less so is the opening 
of clsinos and. theatres to the simple, uncon- 
troyersiat series of meetings held by Dr. 
Soinerville : at Eennes in the skatlDg-rink, 
at Nantes in- the theatre, at Ntmes in the 
casino, thousands have flocked to hear, to 
sing, to weep^ and at the close to receive the 
printed Word, of God in the shape of Gospels 
or New Testaments. He is now gone to Mar- 
seilles. 

PARIS PASTORS : EVANGELIZATION. 

In Paris a new hall for popular meetings 
has been opened opposite the Grand H6tel^ 
by the Rev. William Gibson, and is crowded. 
Pastors Matt. Leli^vre and Paul Cook have 
come to Paris, the former as minister in the 
Wesleyan Church (Rue Roqu^pine), and the 
latter as a special missionary to children and 
youth. The Evangeliste (Methodist organ) 
follows its talented editor, and is now again 
published in Paris, instead of Nimes. A 
kiosk is permanently opened at Cherbourg 
for the sale and distribution of the Scriptures 
and tracts. The two currents of evangeliza- 
tion are both gathering strength — the con- 
troversial and the uncontroversial ; some take 
part in both. 

A PROTESTANT HOSPITAL. 

An interesting event took place on the 
1 4th of September in Be8an9on, whose little 
Protestant community, composed chiefly of 
working men, has doubled within the last 
ten years — ^the opening of a Protestant hos- 
pital for the sick and asylum for the aged. 
Pastor M^aly's fostering care of a small 
beginning has so prospered during six years, 
that it has resulted in the erection of a 
suitable building, erected on a hill, with 
every favourable condition of light, air, and 
pleasant view. Forty-three inmates occupy 



it at present, and a simple chapeL hiui 
built adjacent. The pleasing ceremonx ^^ 
inauguration with Protestant worship 
place in the open air, in the midst of 
unusual concourse. 

An interesting gathering of delegates of 

TOUNG men's CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIOBB, 

which took place lately at Montmeyrao, 
animated by an excellent, earnest spirit, 
represented fairly the Associations of 
It was called the " National Conference," and 
adopted a series of resolutions for securing the 
regular publication of biblical notes ; the 
formation of junior Associations ; greater 
activity on behalf of Protestant soldiers ; 
earnest recommendation of the Aaaoclatioiia 
to pastoral solicitude; regular visitation of 
the Associations by men appointed for the 
purpose, and creation of new Associations ; the 
extension of popular meetings for evangeliza- 
tion in the provinces; publication of pamphlets 
to make known the aim of Associations ; the 
extension of the BuUetin ; printing of a hymn- 
book ; and the advocacy before public opinion 
of freedom of conscience in the army^ 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTT. 

A petition, drawn up by Pastor Fallot^ is 
receiving numerous signatures. The Govern* 
ment is favourable, and already soldiers are 
by Ministerial circular exempted fiom offici- 
ally taking part in certain religious ceremonies 
without a special order from the Minister of 
War. Bands and ^picquets (Thonnear are no 
longer obliged to attend the chaplain's mass. 
But still there are certain regulations in force 
respecting processions, in which soldiers, by 
military command, must bow the knee before 
the wafer-god, no exception being made in 
favour of Jews and Protestants. 
clerical offenders. 

Two or three cur^ have been excommuni- 
cated by their bishops for refusing to believe 
or sanction the new dogmas of the infallibiiity 
of the Pope, and of the immaculate conception 
of the Virgin Mary. One was lately arrested 
by gendarmes on the steps of the altar for 
braving an interdict. Several teaching friaia 
and other ecclesiastics have come before the 
tribunals for disreputable offences. Children 
disappear now and then. The nuns of a village 
near Bourges have spirited away a girl of 
fourteen, the only daughter of an honest 
working mao, who in nowise wished to see 
her take the veil. The tribunal is at work 
to find and restore the girl to her father, if 
possible. 

ROME ABJURED. 

The Curd of Montiers (Oise) has beoome 
openly Protestant, with above thirty of his 
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parishioners. He has always been held in 
great esteem, and his example will probably 
be more extensively followed. 

Some stir is being made respecting the un- 
expected revelation by a French Protestant 
nuanonary in Senegal (M. Villager) of the 

ABETTINa OF SLAVEBY 

hy the French anthorities. Fugitive slaves 
are officially expelled the colony, which is 
tantamoant to their being given up to their 
masters. 

THEOLOGICAL SCHOLARSniPS. 

Several promising young pastors have been 
recently ordained, and equally promising 
students are preparing for future usefulness 
in Germany and England, having received, 
on finishing their studies at Montauban, the 
favour of travelling hourseSy each having a 
special report to make on the theology, 
the pulpit, or the Christian activities of the 
country to which they are sent, and with 
whose language they are familiar. 



A NEW STATUE. 

The statue of Colonel Denfert (a Protestant 
descendant of Lanoue bras de fer) was in- 
augurated on the 21 St of September at Mont- 
belliard. To his energetic defence France 
owes the preservation of Belfort and its 
environs during the last war. 



THE PAPACY AND THE STATE. 

A correspondent states that some time back 
a Commission of Cardinals was secretly in- 
structed to examine the question of the Pope 
accepting or disposing of the sums placed at 
his disposal by the Italian Covernment under 
the Law of Guarantees. Cardinal Bilio, as 
President of the Commission, has now con- 
veyed to the Pope a decision absolutely nega- 
tive; first, because such acceptance would 
imply ceding certain rights and duties of the 
Pope ; and, secondly, because it would sanc- 
tion an act of spoliation opposed to the Pon- 
tifical Constitution and to the oath taken by 
the Pope. 

THE WALDENSIANS IN MILAN. 

The Waldensian congregation in Milan 
have at length succeeded in procuring a 
church. Their present meeting-place is ob- 
scure, and quite inadequate in size. For a 
considerable time the congregation have had 
their eye upon the ancient Church of San 
Giovanni in Conca. This fine old Basilica 
is known to have been in existence a.d. 
879, and may not have been recent then. It 
is a suppressed church, and is the property 
of the city of Milan. The municipality have 
acted liberally in the matter. Difficulties 
were thrown in the way by the Archsaological 
Society of Milan, but these are now removed. 
The great Corso of Carlo Alberto is being 
carried through the part of the town where 
San Giovanni stands, and will run right 
through the front of the church. The Pro- 



THE BIBLE CARRIAGE 

is going steadily on its noble mission in the 
north of France, and just now sells hundreds 
of New Testaments. The question of Sab- 
bath rest seems to be of difficult solution in 
this valuable work. Are the thousands who 
congregate at fair?, markets, and mass on the 
Sunday to be deprived of the opportunity of 
purchasing the Word of God 7 The Scotch 
Society says Fe«, and withdraws its 3,000 
francs annual gift ; the Neuchdtel..Co^miittee 
says iVo, accepts the los?, and ti^e ScS^ath 
Bible work goes on. ,. -^ ^ ^o!^ 

ITALY. '.o^S^V 

testant congregation agree to^jj^re^veg^e 
fa9ide just as it was, and to cari;)d4L^bac&]^he 
required distance. The lower p%t of 'the 
church will thus remain for their use. It 
will contain four or five hundred on the 
ground floor, and galleries could be erected 
for two or three hundred more. The price 
to be paid for the building and the necessary 
alterations is in the circumstances moderate, 
amounting to about £4,000. The senior 
pastor, Signor Torino, is well known in Eng- 
land. His colleague is Signor Paolo Lungo. 
The congregation, two years ago, started a 
mission enterprise, just outside the city, in 
the Salle di Borgo Garibaldi. Here a Bible- 
woman works faithfully and acceptably : she 
is the first employed in Italy. She finds 
ready access to numerous families, in which 
she reads the Word of Life. A Sabbath- 
school of sixteen children, all Roman Catholics 
by faith, has been established. The Rev. R. 
H. Lundie writes : " The purchase of the 
Church of San Qiovanni will tax the energies 
of the active but not wealthy congregation. 
If any of the friends of the Gospel in Italy 
should be disposed to give them some aid in 
this matter, I shall gladly receive on their 
behalf any sums that may be sent to me at 
6, Beach Street, Liverpool." 

THB BVANGBLICALS OF DOMO D*0SS0LA. 

One who has been spending the summer 
in the Italian mountains, writes to a friend 
as follows: Macugnaga is a most beautiful 
spot in the Val Angasca, at the foot of Monte 
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KoBA. There is no carriage road np to it. 
The last three hotun you have to be oarried 
up in chaises d portems. There an f oar mow 
paaees which all go np to the Riffal and 
Zennatt. We were very much interested in 
the pe^le of the valleys. They are Italisns, 
and the professed religion is lUnoan Catholic ; 
but we found among them a few chosen ones, 
who called themselves '' Christiaoi non Ca- 
tholic!/' and soon we got to know them by 
their faces. We had heard there was an 
ancient church in the mountains which had 
kept to the early faith^ and that at Domo 
d'Ossola there was a gathering-place for them 
on Sundays, and that they would walk for 
hours over the wild passes to be present at 
this service. One day our wishes to know 
these people were realized in a strange way. 
I was taking a short walk and met a knife- 
grinder who had come up to Macngnaga to 
sharpen scissors. A razor was brought to 
him to sharpen, and as I passed I heard the 
old man saying to himself, over and over 
again, as he rubbed it up and down, '' Whoso 
addeth or taketh there&om, his part shall be 
taken away." Something prompted me to go 
up and say, '' Addeth or taketh from what?" 
He looked up so quickly and said, "From 
the Qospel of Jesus Christ" Then we got 
on conmion groand, and he told me of the 
dear people scattered up and down, and that 
lie went in this way to see them and talk to 
them, for many were afraid to let their faith 
be known for fear of persecution, not that 
they can be injured openly, but the landlords 
give them notice to quit their houses, and 
the masters take their work from them. The 
old man was going to Yarello, and Yogogno, 
and other small towns, to see his people, 
trundling his little machine, and supporting 
himself on the road. A few days after the 
pastor and his sister walked over from Domo 
d'Ossola to see us — thirteen hours each way. 
The pastor said there were about thirty 
children in his congregation, about whom he 
was very anxious, for as their homes were so 
distant, he could see them only on Sundays. 
He begged us to take two to the school in 
Rome (the Qould Memorial School) — ^the 
orphan children of a soldier who had died, 
leaving five to the care of the pastor. We 
resolved to go and visit Domo d'Ossola, and 
see the church, and ascertain if we could 
open a branch of our work there under the 



pastor ; so we went and had such a gi ec Uii g 
from tiie many poor there! We liked iSbm 
pastor and his wife extremely ; and, stiKBge to 
say, the old knife-grinder return^ from 
tour the very day of our arrival, and 
learned from the pastor what a ''eaxo fr»- 
tello" he was, and how helpfrd to him. We 
made one proposition that he should liaw 
fifteen or twenty children under his loof to 
train early, and when old enough that he 
should send them on to us in Rome, to leain 
a trade. When I first met my old man I 
asked him if he were a Waldensian, bat he 
did not seem to know the name, and onlj 
said he was an ** Evangelioo," which, I snppoae, 
might be translated by a " Bible ChriBtian," 
as it seems to answer to our old English word 
'* GospeUer." 

HBLP TO TBS POOR IH TLOUSCB. 

A balance-sheet has reached ua which 
shows the operations of the relief fond 
ndeed and administered on behalf of the 
under-fed and starving poor of Florence 
by the Scotch Church. Florence (Rev. 
J. R. McDougall, minister). It proves how 
much good can be done at a small cost 
when the system adopted is a good one. 
Bread, meat, and dinner tickets were lar^y 
purchased and distributed by charitable 
foreigners residing in town, of various 
churches and countries. By means of the 
free gifts received from friends, bundles of 
these tickets were presented for distribution 
to respectable citizens of every class, and at 
different points of the ci^. That the 
charity was thoroughly uneectarian waa evi- 
denced by the number of priests who ob- 
tained bundles of the tickets gratuitously 
and the very small proportion of tickets 
bestowed on the suffering Evangelicals. A 
medicine ticket was adopted in the spring as 
an experiment, and by the suggestion of 
several practitioners who come most in oon- 
tact with the poor, and it was a great success. 

The donations amounted to 1,926 francs ; 
the sum received from the sale (as mentioned 
above) of tickets was 2,032 francs; making 
a total of 3,958 francs. This (less a credit 
balance of about 300 francs) was the amount 
expended, the principal items being bread 
(4,419 rations), meat (2,405 rations), and 
1,122 dinners. Should nothing on a larger 
scale be possible, the ticket system will be 
resumed during the coming winter. 
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BELGIUM. 

THE BELGIAN MISSIONARY CHURCH. 



[From a Coirespondent.] 
— — , Belgium, October 1 8. 
The report of the General Conference 
at Bade, which appeared in EvangelictU 
{Jhriitendcm for October, contains some details 
on ProtestantLam in Belgium, which, being 
incomplete, might leaye its readers to some 
extent misinformed as to its present state. 
The twelve churches and the nine in forma- 
tion (spoken of at page 312) belong to the 
State Church. There exists, besides, in Bel- 
gium, the " Evangelical Society," or " Belgian 
Missionary Church," of which the Rev. L. 
Anet, of Brussels, is the General Secretary. 
This church, or society, is composed of twenty- 
five congregations, with twenty-two pastors 
and evangelists, two schoolmasters (being at 
the same time evangelists), and ten Scripture- 
readers. The Gospel Ib preached every Lord*s- 
day in forty places of worship ; thirty have 
Sunday-schools, containing 1,200 children. 
The forty-first report of the Evangelical 
Society, lately published, contains rejoicing 
facts of the progress of the different churches, 
and also of the evangelization of the country. 
Although their field of labour does not as yet 
cover the whole kingdom, they occupy a good 
part, from Ostend to Verviers and Spa, from 
Antwerp to the Borinage. What is most 
interesting is the part the lay members (the 
greater part working men) take in making 
known the Gospel to unconverted Roman 
Catholics. While some hold meetings in 
private houses, which are generally well 
attended, others go about on the afternoon 
of the Lord's-day distributing tracts and 
conversing with the people. Tlus has been 
a great help to the pastors and evangelists, as 
they are few in comparison of the greatness of 
the work. for a cry to the Lord of the 
harvest, to send labourers into His harvest, 
for it is white ! By all these efforts united, 
about six thousand discourses have been 
preached during the year 1878-79, in the 
several places of worship, halls, and private 
houses, as well as over the grave and in open- 
air services. 

The receipts of these several churches for 
1878-79 were £4,850 ; about the half is col- 
lected among the members of the churches, of 



whom the greater part are working people, 
and many very poor. They will, therefore, 
for some time to come stand in need of the 
assistance of their brethren of other lands to 
help them to evangelise their country, in 
which doors are everywhere opening. Thanks 
be to the Lord, to whom be all the glory. He 
does bless our labours. The churches are 
almost entirely composed of converted Roman 
Catholics ; and their activity in bringing others 
to Christ, and their perseverance, notwith- 
standing persecution from relatives and friends, 
which, though it be not unto blood, is painful 
to the flesh, prove the vitality of their reli- 
gion.* 

CRKBBING nn>I0ATIONB. 

In the Wallon centre of industry, and 
among the coimtry-people, there is a favour- 
able disposition towuds Protestantism. Wher- 
ever the Gk)spel is preached, the people flock 
to hear. Their prejudices against t^e doctrines 
and teachings of Evangelical Christians are 
becoming weaker and weaker, and deepening 
into respect and esteem for those who walk 
worthy of the Gospel of Christ 

THE STBUOGLB OF THE LIBBBAL PARTY AND 

THE CLBBOT 

foreshadows the time when the people will be 
still more disposed to embrace ProtestantLsm. 
The new Education Law, so favourable to 
liberty of conscience, excites at this moment the 
rage of the clergy. The priests excommunicate 
schoolmasters and mistresses who remain in 
the Government schools, the parents, and 
even the children who go thither. Their 
intolerant and immoral conduct excites a dis- 
gust and dislike which becomes more and 
more evident An abyss is dug between the 
people and the clergy. Liberal papers which 
refused to fight against the Boman Catholic 
Church are now obliged to admit that a schism 
is imminent The Flandre LiMrale said lately 
that the tyranny of the priests led many 
persons to go over to Protestantism. In fact, 
not a few Bcman Catholics are virtually 
driven from the Romish Church by their 
priests. A schoolmaster whom a priest 
threatened to send to hell, replied, ''Well, 
you send me to hell; I shall go and seek 
salvation among the Protestants." 



* [It is scarcely necessary to remiod onr regular readers that we have repeatedly brought the work of 
the Evangelical Church of Belgium under their notice. Some account of its last Synod will be found at 
page 280 of this year's issue.] 
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GERMANY. 



[From our own Correspondent.] 

, Prussia, October 15. 

RESULT OP THE ELECTIONS. 

The elections for the Prussiaa House of 
Represeutatives have greatly increased the 
number of Conservative votes. In the last 
House the two Liberal parties (National Li- 
berals and Progressists) had together the ab- 
solute majority ; now both groups have sus- 
tained considerable losses, and the Conserva- 
tives have nearly the majority. They can ob- 
tain it by the assistance either of the 
Moderate Liberals (the " right wing '' of the 
National Liberals) or of the Ultramontanes. 
If, therefore, Prince Bismarck should suc- 
ceed in coming to an agreement with 
the Roman See, the necessary support 
of the Prussian Parliament is safe. Our 
great statesman had several interviews with 
the Papal Nuncio, Jacobini, at Gastein 
and Vienna, and the report goes that an 
agreement is nearly ready. Let us hope that 
the result of the elections may not increase 
the demands of the Pope and render the 
negotiations more difficult. 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION. 

The new aspect of the Chambers will 
secure an Education Act, which will leave 
the necessary room for religious instruction 
and influence in the school.<<. Shortly before 
the elections, the former Minister for Public 
Instruction, Dr. Falk, published a letter 
which created great sensation. In replying 
to an editor who had asked him to be a cor- 
respondent of his paper, he said : *' 1 am not 
a pessimist. Prince Bismarck will not go 
to Canossa — to use this popular expression — 
if he can avoid it, and he knows how to 
avoid many things. But what fills me with 
alarm is the Education Department. The 
present Qovemment will be obliged to give 
way to claims which I should have thought 
it my duty to oppose. The spirit in which 
the Education Department is managed cannot 
be fixed by laws, and will always depend on 
the Government There is the danger, if 
the electors are not ready to do their duty." 
This letter, written in a style as yet unknown 
among the traditions of high Prussian func- 
tionaries — who, even when out of office, main- 
tain a kind of reserve — was used by the 
Liberal party as a very welcome argument 
against the Government. However, the 
electors did not do their duty in the sense 
Dr. Falk wishes. The feeling is gradually 
spreading in our nation that many uf the 



measures adopted in recent years have not 
conduced very much to our religions and 
moral development Mr. von Puttkamer pro- 
ceeds steadily in acting according to his prin- 
ciples. At Elbing, where arrangements had 
already been made for the opening of an nxt- 
denominational school, it was forbidden by » 
telegraphic order of the Minister ; and at 
another place, a school of the same class has, 
at the request of a number of parishionersr 
again been closed, and separated into two 
schools, one for Protestants and one for Roman 
Catholics. The Minister has also removed 
one great scandal in the eyes of Roman 
Catholics in the Rhine Province. A former 
priest. Dr. Lauer, who had been converted to 
the religion of the Evangelical [Prote&tant 
Established] Chureh, and then married, had 
been appointed inspector over the Roman 
Catholic schools in his district, and Dr. Falk 
had always refused to remove him on the 
grounds which rendered him objectionable to 
the members of the communion to which be 
formerly belonged. We can only rejoice when 
a Roman Catholic embraces the truth of the 
Gospel, and when such a man then uses his 
liberty to marry he is not to be blamed ; 
but it is, at least, very unwise to give him an 
inspectorship over Catholic schools. Mr. vo& 
Puttkamer has removed Dr. Lauer to another 
office. In the old House of Representatives 
the Minister must have met with many diffi- 
culties; now he will receive the necessary 
support The spirit of the times has even 
obliged Mr. von Lutz, the Minister for Public 
Worship in Bavaria — a man of Dr. Falk's 
views — to revoke the compulsion to visit the 
undenominational school at Munich. I use 
the word *' undenominational " for want of a 
better term, though I am aware that it is 
understood quite differently in EIngland. 
There you would term ** undenomina- 
tional*' a school where the Bible is read, 
but in which Episcopalians and all classes 
of Evangelical Dissenters can take part. 
What we call by that term, and against 
which the whole religious world of Germany 
most eneri^etically protests, are primary 
schools, like those existing in the Nether- 
lands, where Roman Catholics, Protestants, 
and Jews are educated together, and where 
our Protestant children may not learn the 
great historical facts of the Reformation, iu 
order that no offence may be given to the 
Roman Catholics, and where, on account of 
the Jews, even Christ may not be spoken of 
in the lessons as a Saviour. 
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THE OEKIERAL SYNOD 

of the Nat'onal Church of Prussia met on 
^Iie 9th of this month. This is, indeed, an 
«Tent in the modem Charch hisiorv of Ger- 
many. If, last month, the great meeting of 
tlie Evangelical Alliance at Basle gave a 
powerful testimony to the life of the Churches 
of the Reformation, we trust that this assemhly 
Also will not fail to prove fa blessing to our 
nation. The greatest Protestant Church, 
At least on the Continent, numbering twelve 
snillion Protestants in the old Prussian 
provinces, has now a complete constitution, 
And through her representative bodies she 
can take a share in her own government, and 
lias a righb to speak publicly in an official 
way. It was perhaps a blessing that the elec- 
tions just took place, when the attempt made 
by *' Liberal " clergymen of Berlin to abolish 
the Apostles' Creed opened the eyes of many 
to the consequences of Rationalism. At all 
events, the General Synod numbers but very 
few " Liberals ;" and it is also verv fortunate 
that the old strife between the decided 
Lutherans and the adherents vof the Union has 
given way to a spirit of hearty co-operation. 
The Lutherans and the friends of the Positive 
Union have together a commanding majority. 
No time will, therefore, be lost in useless 
«trife, but 'the whole of the three weeks can 
be dedicated to practical church work. The 
time is limited enough for the great amount 
of work to be done. The few members of 
the Left will probably abstain from pleading 
their own cause ; and the Middle party con- 
tains so many truly Evangelical men, who 
only differ from their brethren on theoretical 
questions of Church policy, that we hope they 
will not offer any serious opposition to the 
majority. By a mutual understanding be- 
tween the Lutherans and the Positive Union 
party of Count Amim-Boitzenburg, a layman 
belonging to the latter party was elected Pre- 
eident, and a clergyman of the former party, 
Superintendent Riibesamen, Vice-President. 
It is not probable that all the wishes of these 
two parties will be realized. At different 
religious meetings held by the friends of the 
Positive Union lately, at Stettin and Kisen, 
the points were discussed in which a change 
of our new Church Constitution is desirable, 
and we trust that these tendencies to secure 
greater independence from the State, and to 
eliminate these clauses, which were only 
Toted in order to obtain the necessary con- 
eent of Parliament, ^will gradually succeed ; 
but it is doubtful whether the time will 
suffice this session, and whether it is wise to 
change the Constitution again at its very 



outset. However, a number of petitions 
from outside, and propositions from members 
of the synods, will have to ])e discussed, be- 
sides the numerous bills emanating from the 
Church Government. These latter, referring 
to the marriage ritual, to church discipline 
with reference to those who neglect the 
ordinances of the Churchy to pensions for 
invalid pastors, etc., have chiefly been re- 
ferred to committees, which are now at work 
in the evenings. In the meantime, questions 
which require less preparation are treated 
in the daily sittings of the Synod. The 
Supreme Consistory has referred to the Synod, 
among other matters, several doubtful points 
of the Constitution, in order to ascertain the 
opinion of that body an to the right interpreta- 
tion of the law. The Church Government, for 
instance, had denied to clergymen the right 
to take part in the election of elders. The 
Synod, by a great majority, expressed the 
opinion that a pastor must be deemed a 
member of the congregation, and that as 
such he has the right to give his vote. In 
the last sitting, the question as to the appoint- 
ment of a day of humiliation for the whole 
of Germany was discussed. This matter 
cannot be settled without the mutual consent 
of all the German Church Governments and 
all the Legislatures in Germany, but the 
Supreme Consistory desired to ascertain the 
views of the General Synod before proceed- 
ing to take action upon it. The Synod voted, 
by a considerable majority, in favour of the 
observance of such a day on the last Friday 
in the ecclesiastical year, the Friday before 
Advent Sunday. In being thus prepared to 
change the day in Prussia, the largest German 
Church sets a good example, which the 
others, we hope, will gladly follow. 

THE IflLITART HTMN-BOOK. 

The Prussian soldiers hava a small hymn- 
book, containing about 100 hymns, the liturgy, 
and prayers, which they can carry with them 
in war, and which is used in all military 
services. It was thought desirable to en- 
large the collection a little, and to make it 
suitable for the whole of the German army. 
This book has been prepared by delegates of 
different German churches, and is now ready 
for use. 

THS LAW REFORM, 

which came into operation throughout Ger- 
many on the 1st of this month, has, as the 
laws were made three years ago by a Parlia- 
ment with a Liberal majority, again dimi- 
nished the influence of the clergy in public life. 
Formerly no divorce was pronounced before 
the married couple had appeared before the 
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clezgyman of their pariab, wHoee duty it was 
to try to bring about a reconciliation. This 
is no longer necessary, and the pastors most 
try to regain the gronnd thus lost by in- 
creased voluntary activity. That much can 
be done in this respect is nndeniable. What 
took place lately in St Bartholomew's Church, 
Berlin, famishes an interesting example of how 
much can thus be done. At the last Con- 
firmation Mr. Yorberg, the pastor, asked the 
young people whether they had no little 
brothers and sisters who were not yet bap- 
tiled, and whether they would not like to 
see them baptized on the day of their own 
confirmation. This had a good effect, and at 
the Confirmation eighty-two children, who had 
been kept away from baptism until that time, 
were admitted to the fellowship of the Church. 

BCGLnaiASnCAL AFP0INT1C8HTB. 

Pastor Cams, of Stettin, an able and truly 
Evangelical man, has been appointed General 
Superintendent of the Province of Prussia. 
The church conflict at St. Elizabeth's Church, 
Berlin, has ended satLsfactorily. At the 
second election an Orthodox man obtained 
a majori^. 

THB ALLIANCB OONFSRENGB 

at Basle has been so amply reported in the 
colunma of Evtmgdical Chfutmidom that I 
need hardly revert to it. I should only like 
to mention that the attendance from Germany 
was, after all, larger than had been expected. 
The Germans had a prayer-meeting of their 
own every morning at eight o'clock, especially 
to facilitate the subsequent discussion confi- 
dentially of questions of special interest to 
Germany. The new branch of the Alliance 
in Bhenish Prussia seems to be flourishing. 
It was hoped that a similar body might be 
created in the south of Germany, and that 
the three German committees would then 
co-operate. Hithwto the Allianoe has had 
but few members in Wurtemberg, although 
the spirit of true catholicity is more prevalent 
there than in Northern G^ermany. In one of 
the confidential conferences it waa stated that 



the way in which the Methodists work in 
Germany was a stumbling-block to the Alli- 
ance. According to these statementB^ the 
Methodists chiefly try to draw to themselves 
the converted Church members. Seveial 
Methodists present denied this most empliatlo- 
ally; and if some Methodist missioTiaiy has 
ever acted in an unbrothetly way, this can 
just as little be laid to the blame of that 
highly honoured religious body as our ChnFch 
can be charged with the intolerance displajed 
by a few Lutheran pastora. But it would, 
indeed, be well if the ration between 
Christian workers of different denominationa 
were made more and more the subject of 
prayerful consideration among ChiistiaBS. 
This is very appropriate work for the Alli- 
ance. 

BOHIBH ASD FROHSTAIIT 1CEKEZHO& 

The twenty-first gathering of Qennaa 
Roman Catholics, wldch took place lately 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, was, as usual, very well 
attended; but it presented no feature of 
general interest I shall also omit all but 
the mere mention of the annual meeting ol 
the Gustavus Adolphus Society, which was 
held at Magdeburg from the 10th to the ISth 
of September, and which shows steady pro- 
gress in this good work ; but I must refer, in 
a few words, to the Congress for Home ]fi»- 
sions, which now takes place annually, and 
which was held on the 24th and 25th ult. 
at Stuttgart. There is no German dty where 
the Congress could have found a more hearty' 
welcome, and therefore it met there for the 
fourth time. The Congress waa weU attended 
from all parts of Germany, and it appeared 
that home mission work is increasing every- 
where. Many old friends of the home 
mission cause were missed, as in the ease 
of Wtlrtembeig, where a blank is left by 
the death of Prelate von Kapff; but new 
men are there to take up the Lord's work. 
The Congress unanimously passed a leaolu- 
tion in favour of the religioua character of 
our schools. 



TURKEY. 

NOTES FROM A TUBKISH VILLAGE. 



A private letter &om the village of 
Charpun, in the mountains of Central Turkey, 
gives some interesting facts about the people 
of that locality. The old Amanus Moun- 
tains are virtually a continuation of the 
Lebanon range along the north-east coast of 
the Mediterranean Sea, and, on the eastern 
side, are destitute of trees^ rugged, and bare. 
The inhabitants have their villages in the 



little valleys, and obtain a scanty robsMtopee 
by cultivating small patches of ground, by 
keeping flocks of sheep and goatSi and by 
sending out their horses and mulsa to 
neighbouring towns and cities to engi^ in 
the carrying trade. For centuzieB many of 
these villagers have led a sort of freebooter 
life. They are all Moslems^ many of them 
are Kurds, while all have the unmiatakaUe 
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xnaimer of momitaineers. Free, roogb, inde- 
pendent, they evidently chafe under the 
XQstndntB that, during the past few years, 
have been placed upon them. The mission- 
aries of the American Board at Aintab have 
long wished to find a summer retreat near 
the city to which they can go during the 
very hot season. Reports have often come to 
them in regard to the Sof Mountains, about 
twenty miles north-east of Aintab, but no 
nussionary had ever visited them. Quite a 
party, therefore, not long ago resolved to 
make an exploring tour into these mountains. 
Five hours of horseback-riding brought them 
to Chaipun, a village of sixty Moslem 
houses. It is the plaos of residence of the 
local governor of sixteen adjoining villages, 
and therefore more safe as a place of tempo- 
zary residence than some of the other villages 
higher up in the mountains. The people 
gave them a kind reception, assuring them 
that whatever the village or the region afforded 
was at their disposal. As a proof of their 
sincerity, they soon brought a large lamb as a 
present, togeUier with fruit and vegetables of 
various kinds. The appearance of them was 
not very prepossessing. Some of the men were 
of great physical strength. Several persisted 
in wearing their arms even during the 
festivities of the occasion ; while all looked 
as if they would greatly enjoy an order to 
attack a caravan. Although Moslems, they 
all drank freely of the native raki, a kind of 
whisky which is very intoxicating. They 
acknowledged that n^ is forbidden, that 
drinking is a foolish, sinful, and hurtful 
custom. One of them, who professed to be 
more wise than the rest, declared that they 
knew that Qod forbids inking intoxicating 
liquors ; " but," said he, with a wise look, 
^ our hope is in GkKl's mercy. He knows 
we are weak, and He is rich in mercy, so 
we expect that He will forgive us." Thu 
speech was received with great satisfaction by 



the speaker's companions, who were anxious 
to maintain the character of good Moslems 
and at the same time find an excuse for 
indulging a degraded habit. The vice of in- 
temperance is increasing to an enormous 
extent among the Moslems, and will destroy 
the Moslem Turks if nothing is done to 
arrest its progress. As to the condition of 
women generally in Turkey, there can be 
but one opinion among those who are 
acquainted with the facts. In the village of 
Charpun, for example, in all the sixty housesi 
there is not one woman, old or young, who 
knows even the alphabet. It is safe to say 
that not one of the women has ever thought 
that she ought to learn to read, or that she is 
capable of learning to read. The same is 
true of every one of the sixteen Moslem 
villages under the jurisdiction of this 
governor. 

The condition of women in the Armenian 
or nominally Ohristlan villages is somewhat^ 
but not much, better. Where the mission- 
aries have established schools quite a laige 
number of women have learned to read, 
but the majority are still in the groaaest 
ignorance. And this may fairly be said of 
more than nine-tonths of the women in the 
interior of Turkey. The Moslem women 
are, for the most part, so secluded from 
general society that it is not easy for a 
foreigner to form an exact estimate of their 
moral character ; that they are able and often 
inclined to use very vile language is well 
known to every resident of Turkey. The 
women of the Greeks and Armenians are 
certainly much higher in respect to moral 
character ; but even they, at least the majority 
of them, are not up to a very high standard 
of social and Christian life. Nothing cer* 
tainly can tell more directly on the general 
reformation of the country than the well- 
directed efforts of missionary women among 
those of their own sex.— Gftriftian Unions 



AMERICA. 



THB BBia-MIIJiBNNinX OF THB SNOUSH 

BIBLB. 

At a recent meeting of the Warren County 
(N.J.) Bible Society, one of the speakers urged 
the special observance of some day in the 
coming year in recognition of the great ser- 
vices rendered by Wycliffe in translating the 
Scriptures into ^gUsh, and so preparing the 
way for the Reformation. The society was 
much interested in the suggestion, and* 
adopted the following resolution : ** Whereas 
the year 1880 wiU complete a semi-millen- 



nium of the Tgngliah Bible, the translation of 
the New Testament by Wycliffe having been 
issued in 1380 : therefore resolved, by the 
Warren County (New Jersey) Bible Society, 
that this occasion, so suggestive of priceless 
blessings, should be duly observed by the 
English-speaking race through its various 
Bible societies; that the Warren County 
Bible Society respectfully call the attention 
of the managers of the American Bible Society 
to this matter, and ask them to signalize the 
occasion in such a manner as in dieir judg- 
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ment sball seem best ; and tbat the Execu- 
tive Committee of this society be reqtiested 
to make provision for some suitable celebra- 
tion of the same at our next annual meeting. ** 

HONORART DEGREES. 

Tbe leaders in thought, in the United 
States, are, according to the Chrutian Union, 
beginning to consider the question what can 
be done to save honorary degrees from " the 
disrepute" into which they have not un- 
deservedly fallen in that country. " TVe 
have," says the same journal, " upwards of 
300 colleges and universities, each of which 
assumes the right to confer degrees, though 
some of them forego its exercise. It is 
no uncommon thing for men to make a 
personal application for the title, with recom- 
mendations of their fitness to receive it 
signed by their fellow-townsmen, and when 
the application comes from a man of some 
local influence to an impecunious college 
the temptation is rarely resisted. In the 
Social Science Congress, recently held at 
Saratoga, two plans were proposed to remedy, 
or at least reduce, this abuse. President 
Barnard, of Columbia College, proposed that 
the United States adopt the European plan, 
according to which the power to confer de- 
grees is confined to a single body, or a few 
bodies, especially empowered by the Govern- 
ment for that purpose. All England, with a 
population of 23,000,000^ has only four 
universities which can confer degrees ; all 
France, with a population of 36,000,000, 
only fifteen, and these are branches of one 
institution ; all Germany, with a population 
of 42,000,000, only twenty-two j while the 
single State of Ohio, with a population of 
3,000,000, has thirty-seven degree-bestowing 
institutions. President Barnard proposed 
that the State of New York set an example 
to other States of the Union by confining the 
power of granting degrees to the Board of 
Regents, who should appoint a board of ex- 
aminers by whom all candidates should be 
first examined. President Gilman, of John 
Hopkins University, proposed to reach the 
same result by a board of examiners ap- 
pointed and paid by the voluntary co-opera- 
tion of various institutions of learning in the 
country. 

HOMES FOB POOR CHILDRBN. 

At the Saratoga Social Science Congress, 
referred to above, another of the topics 
brought under discussion was the care of 
poor and vicious children. On this topic 
Mr. Charles L. Brace read a paper in which 
he protested against consigning children either 
to the penitentiaiy or the almshouses; and 



urged what is called the ^ placing out pkn,^ 
that of putting children from the dtiet in 
rural home9. He says that the demand for 
children's labour in the country is pnetieall y 
unlimited ; that a place in the family and ut 
the table of the farmer can always be ol>- 
tained ; that the cost of the operation is veij > 
small, as no cost of support is required ; that 
the diffusion of Christian sympathy for cfaikl:- 
ren favours the extension of the plan ; and 
that by it the child is taken out of the 
influence of those temptations to which in hia 
vagrant life he has been peculiarly subjected, 
while he is brought under those inflaences of 
a Christian family which are better by far 
than can be afforded by any reformatoiTr 
Under this plan the Children's Aid Society 
has, within the past twenty-five years, placed 
40,Q00 children in countiy homes with a 
per-centage of failure less than under any 
other reformatory system. 

A PECULIAR SECT. 

Wisconsin has a new religious sect called 
the " Peculiar Children," but irreverently 
known by outsiders as ** Babes in the Wooda.** 
A farmer of Osakana is the leader of tbeae 
misguided people, and he has induced them 
to take up the most childish practices by a 
literal interpretation of the text, " Except ye 
be converted and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

THE TUKKBBS. 

The annual council of this singular sect 
has just been held at Broadway, Viiginia. 
The session lasted about three days. Laat 
year a considerable amount of time was 
occupied in discussion on dress, sucli as 
whether a standing or a rolling collar ought 
to be worn, and on points of very small aooounti 
such as whether baptism in a pool is valid. 
This year there has been some improvemenL 
Still there appears to be a clinging to con- 
sidering little matters to be of great impoit- 
anee. A great discussion arose on feet- 
washing. The question was whether it 
ought to be administered by the single or the 
double mode. The double mode is where 
one person both washes and wipes the feet of 
another; the single mode is where one 
person washes and another wipes the 
feet of a brother. This solemn and all- 
absorbing topic was not settled, bat deferred 
till next year. One of the brethren said: 
*' Whenever you show me a church that is 
not living up to the order of the brotheiliood, 
it is one of those that wash feet in the 
single mode." Let some of our brednen 
who delight to raise some points at home 
beware of casting stones at the discossions 
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between the single modiats and the double 
modiste. The next question was whether a 
member who has withdrawn from the order 
of Freemasons must disregard his oath. It 
was settled that he ought. It appears that 
they have not yet so far attained as to be 
united in sympathy with Sunday-school effort. 
They seem to be about where we were a 
century ago. Opponents in a minority were 
advised to yield for the sake of peace. A 
query was presented, asking that the wearing 
of hats by ladies be not made a bar to 
membership, but the council made no changes 
in its rules against hats. Elder Sturges said : 
** We love our dear sisters too well to ever 
cut them off, unless the Word of Qod cuts 
them off. We use forbearance in making 
friendly visits, and persuade and entreat 
them for the Lord's Bak% not to go with the 
idolatrous world in its proud fashions.'' — 
JTreeman, 

THE MT71CBER OF DIYOBCBS 

is exciting a good deal of solicitude among the 
Christian people of New Hampshire. In 
eeveral counties the increase has been three 
or four fold the last fifteen years, and it is 
said to be in evidence that parties have been 
married with the very plan of a divorce in 
view. Only a small number are divorced on 
biblical grounds, and few cases are contested. 
Dr. Wallace, of Manchester, at the recent 
meeting of the Qeneral Association, gave an 
amusing account of being called to marry a 
couple one evening. Their papers were en- 
tirely regular, but in conversation with the 
lady after the ceremony, he found that he 
knew the name of her former husband, and 
remarked that he hadn't heard of his death. 
** O no, he ain't dead !" she responded, throw- 
ing something of a chill over the conversation. 
There are at present fourteen legal causes for 
divorce in the State, and it is becoming a 
serious question with ministers as to marry- 
ing those that have been divorced, and with 
churches as to receiving such persons to 
membership unless divorced on biblical 
grounds. But the evil is not peculiar to New 
Hampshire. In other states as we"' it is 
taking on such alarming propor* ^ns as to 
demand serious attention. — Boston . ang^egct' 
tionalist, 

** UNCLE DAnV 

The New York Correspondent of the 
Boston CoTup-egaiionalisi writes as follows : — 
'' Mr. Daniel Drew — the feared, hated, flattered 
' Uncle Dan'l ' of Wall Street ; the trouble- 
some, dreaded, courted, uncertain pillar and 
oft-breaking reed of the Methodism of these 
parts — died here on Thursday night, with 



scarcely an instant's warning, in his eighty- 
third year. A country fearmer's boy, he was 
early thrown upon his own resources, with 
almost no school education. He became a 
drover ; then a buyer of cattle, near New 
York; extended his operations to the then 
distant ' West' of Ohio, Illinois and Ken- 
tucky ; worked into the Hudson River steam- 
boat business, in opposition to Mr. Yander- 
bilt ; made money ; went into Wall Street 
operations in 1844 ; and ever since has been 
by turns on and under the tide of stock 
speculation that has borne thousands into 
bankruptcy, and very few into anything 
better. He had much native shrewdness, of 
the crafty sort ; self-confidence ; daring, that 
was often rashness ; a gift of controlling men 
by motives cunningly adapted to the indi- 
vidual; very dim pereeptiona of the moral 
quality of transactions involving money ; 
foresight enough to gain tempozaiy ends, but 
too little both of that and of intellectual 
stamina for permanent success in contests 
with such men as Yanderbilt and others, 
with whom his immense ventures brought 
him into competition. How he could have 
borne the brunt of battle with such men, 
even for a day, with so little mental training, 
the loosest business habits, and such extreme 
illiteracy, is a mystery. In all his trans- 
actions in so many lines, and with so many 
sharp men, he never kept even the simplest 
form of account books, nor could he write a 
respectable business letter. The state of his 
entire busines he ' carried in his head.' He 
gave largely, in the aggregate, to Methodist 
church-building, and other benevolences of 
that denomination; but confessed that the 
hardest thing he ever did was actually to 
part with money. So, when undertaking 
great charities, as in endowing the severid 
literary and theological institutions with 
which his name is connected, he gave his 
notes for the sums pledged, and paid interest 
on them while he was able. When he went 
down, these pledges of course were worthless. 
After successes and disasters running through 
the lifetime of two generations, often reckon- 
ing his propertj^ by millions^ he died abao> 
lutely poor, leaving many to execrate him as 
the author of their poverty also, and some, it 
s hoped, to bless him as their benefactor. 
If the lesson of his career and its end shall 
tend to warn our young men not yet in it 
against a life of speculation, and to attract 
them to one of industry, that much may be 
set down as compensation. Once in that 
whirlpool, there is no return." 



342 



lYAxaBLicAi. oaBinmrooH. 



jome |irfel%ena. 




THE OHUBCH C0N0BIB8. 

The GhttTch Congxess waa held, dnriiig the 
eecond week in last month, at Swansea, the 
proceedings commenciDg on Tuesday, the 7th, 
and terminating on the following Friday. 
Two opening services were held, one at the 
parish church, and the other at the Chnrch 
of the Holy Trinity. The former was at- 
tended by a very large congregation, in- 
cluding the Corporation of Swansea (who, 
although nine-tenths Konconformiats, accord- 
ing to an informant of the Ouardian, were 
present officially) and a number of bbhops and 
other digzdtaries. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who preached at the parish church, took 
for his text Luke ix. 15: ''He that is not 
against us is for us." In the course of his 
sermon his Grace alluded to the many divi- 
sions in the Christian world, and cited a re- 
mark once made to him by a great historian 
who had just returned from India : " When 
a man has lived loog in a country where the 
people worship cows, he comes to think less 
of divisions separating Christiana." Remem- 
beriog the divisions Uiat separated the godly 
from the ungodly, it was sad to think of the 
divisions separating those who, after all, served 
one Lord and believed in one Bible. The 
duty enjoined in the text is, said his Grace, 
that of beiug as extensive and as catholic in 
our love as is consistent with the maintenance 
of the truth of Christ and with reverence for 
His holiness. The Archbishop next referred 
to the special difficulties in the way of union 
in the Principality, and also to the prevalence 
of Dissent in Wales. It was their duty, said his 
Grace, in all they did to avoid any act which 
might widen the breach between themselves 
and others who were faithful to their God, 
and who could join in the prayer for a time 
when they would all be one, even as Christ and 
the Father were one. The Bishop of Win- 
chester preached at Trinity Church from 
Matt. iv. 8. The Bishop of St. David^s (Dr 
Basil Jones) fiUed the post o^ President hhu 
delivered the inaugural address at the alusIc 
Hall, where the first sitting took place. The 
Bishop dwelt upon the principal distinctive 
features of the Church Congress: (1) That 
the Congress is a mixed assembly of laymen 
and clergymen ; (2) that it is not confined to 
the adherents of any party, but is as broad 
as the Church of England; (3) that, subject 
to necessary limitations, it permits perfect 
freedom of discussion ; and (4) that it is not 



local but general in its scope. There liaA 
been, no doubt, he said, some tendency tm 
make the Congress a battle-ground for em- 
tending parties, where each section might 
marshal its forces and^ oi^nize its systenie of 
attack and defence ; but if he had* not feh 
that that tendency would be overborne by 
the good sense and good feeling of the vaat 
majority of Churchmen, he shonld have de- 
clined to take part in the present meetiiis^ 
The Bishop also alluded to the special dif- 
ficulties of the Church in Wales. At the 
close of this address, there was the strikiDg 
feature common to Church Congtesees — the 
recitation of the Apostles' Creed by the whole 
assembly after the President — and it waa on 
this occasion very impressive. 

Meetings of the Congress were held not 
only in the Music H^l, but alao aimul- 
taneously in the National 8chool<^ooma and 
in the Guildhall. The first anbject on the 
programme was '< Missionary Work of the 
Church — (a) among the Jews ; (6) in India.* 
The Rev. Dr. Edersheim read a paper on the 
work among the Jews. He admitted a feel- 
ing of disappointment in regard to thereaolu 
of that labour, but said it sprang from nus- 
taken notions. Scripture, he maintained, 
does not encourage us to expect in the 
present dispensation any general convernon 
of the Jews. The Rev. H. A. Stem said 
that the New Testament is largely read and 
admired by Jews, even where they do not 
choose ''the more excellent way." He re- 
garded the missionary work among them as 
encouraging, and said he had himself baptised 
134. He estimated that from 20,000 to 
26,000 Jews had been baptized in conneetioa 
with the different Protestant churches^ and, 
including their immediate descendants^ the 
number, he thought, might be doubled or 
trebled. The Rev. Dr. Margoliouth (himself 
a converted Jew) also spoke on the aalject. 
;he Rav. J. L. Wyatt read a paper oa 
the missionary work of the Church in India; 
and ^Colonel J. B. Hardy and the Rev. J. R 
Whiting addressed the Congress on the ■^^i^ 
topic The subject of << Higher and Inter, 
mediate Education in Wales" was diacnmei 
in papers and addresses by the Bishop of Sl 
Asaph, Lord Aberdaxe, the Prinoiptr^esns 
College, Oxford, the Rev. D. J. Davie^^ 
the Rev: Chancellor Phillips. 

The Bishop of Winchester read « paper 
entitled " The Oausea of and Remedy hr 
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Dissent : Home Beunion." The Bishop de- 
plored that religions differences had in the 
past been aggravated, fint, by political dis- 
cord, and then by intolerance and persecu- 
tion. He regarded it now as unquestionable 
that Rome on the one side, and unbelief on 
the other, were gazing at the condition of the 
English Church, and counting on an easy 
victory over forces which had no unity or co- 
hesion. What he urged was that the Church 
of England should not throw all the blame 
of the existing separation on others. Where 
two parties quarrelled, there were mostly 
faults in both ; and he admitted that the 
Church had too often shown itself wooden 
and inflexible, and sometimes political, 
worldly, and intolerant. Still he would not 
clamour, as some did, for all the blame ; for 
be did not hold it true that it was deserved 
by them. He deprecated all concession of 
real principle. The doctrines of the Church 
were all in the Bible, and could not be 
given up or watered down. He believed 
much could be done without yielding. 
They could regard the Churcfaf not as a 
sect, but as a world-wide society, meant 
to include in it all who accepted Christ 
as their King. He counselled endeavours 
to shun mixing up religion with politics; 
be traced probably half of the evils in 
the Church of England for fifteen hundred 
years to this. He advised the encouragement 
of a great deal of lay work and lay counsel, 
the enlistment of a lower order of clergy, the 
toleration of irregular devotional services, and 
the organization of a great deal more mis- 
sionary and evangelistic labour at home and 
abroad. Canon Curteis also read a paper, in 
which he relied greatly upon the cultivation 
of Christ-like kindliness and conciliation, the 
removal of political and social offences, and 
the redress of even sentimental grievances. 
He would allow to the ministers of the Con- 
gregational Union a share of the good gifts 
of God ; he would reform the Convocation 
by making it a convention of laity and 
clergy. The radical remedy for the spirit 
of Nonconformity was simply ^ the pre- 
sentation in a concrete shape of the lovely 
spirit of catholicity ; the realization, so far as 
human infirmity will allow, of the glorious 
ideal of the Church." The Rev. J. W. 
Bardsley also counselled an attitude of mutual 
conciliation ; but he declared, amid ap- 
plause, that Churchmen must not compromise 
any principle to which they were pledged. 
He remarked, however, that in dealing with 
Dissenters, it is a vital principle to remember 
that the Church of Christ is wider than the 



I Church of England. He applied this maxim 
to Orthodox Protestant Dissenters, and de« 
dared that, as regards Rome, Churchmen must 
carefully stand in the old position of the 
Church of England ; that is to say, they must 
I range themselves alongside English and 
foreign Protestant Churches which hold the 
faith. He quoted Cosin, Bramhall, and 
other divines, in support of this view. Earl 
Nelson said that he *' should be quite content 
to rest upon Wesley's rule, that so long as 
they were prepared to receive the sacraments 
at the hands of an apostolic ministry they 
were members of the Church." Prebendary 
Clark also laid it down that the Episcopate 
was the spirit of unity. Mr. Layman, 
parishioner of St Albans, Holbom, declared 
that the Church's acceptance of and interpre- 
tation of her doctrines at the hands of secular 
authority was a reason why Dissenters kept 
aloof. The appearance of Canon Ryle was 
the signal for hearty applause, which was 
often repeated as the reverend gentleman 
eloquently traced four-fifths of Dissent to the 
failure of the people in times past to find the 
Gospel in the pulpits of the Church of Eng- 
land, and fervently denounced the loose lives 
of the clergy and the impolicy of the bishops 
of Wales in times past. There were some 
who thought it best to leave Nonconformists 
alone. He deprecated that course. Dis- 
senters should be treated with, kindness, 
courtesy, and gentlemanly consideration, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of Archbishop 
Bancroft, who, in a pastoral letter, ordered 
the bishops and clergy to deal with their Dis- 
senting brethren with great tenderness. They 
should co-operate with them whenever it was 
possible. One reason why he supported the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was be- 
cause he liked to have an opportunity of 
meeting his Dissenting brethren. If bishops 
and professors could meet with Dissenters 
in revising the English Bible, surely he 
might be permitted to meet with them in 
order to circulate the Bible. When arch- 
bishops and bishops would follow the ex- 
ample set by the Bishop of Manchester in 
addressing railway men at the railway 
station, and of the Archbishop of York and 
Bishop Selwyn, in their efforts in connection 
with the mission work, more good would be 
done than by all the anathemas they could 
put forth in the spirit of Rome against Dis- 
sent The Rev. T. Outram Marshall ad- 
vocated, among other methods, daily prayer 
to God for peace and union. Mr. H. 
Hussey Vivian, H.P., said he could see no 
essential difference between Churchmen and 
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the great body of Protestant DisBenters, and 
he therefore counselled the Congress to ap- 
point a committee to investigate the ap- 
parent differences with the object of actively 
promoting progress towards a sublime ideal 
of unity. Bishop Perry remarked that Church- 
men ou}<ht to cherish a kindly Christian feeling 
towards those who were separated from them, 
recognizing as brethren in Christ all those 
who really love the Lord Jesus, and treating 
with respect all ministers of Dissenting bodies 
as ministers of Christ. He did not think 
they ought to promote union on the ground 
of Episcopacy. The Kev. Brownlow Mait- 
land spoke very strongly against making 
outward conformity to certain ceremonies a 
test of the Christian life. The meeting alto- 
gether was very interesting and animated. 

'* Ecclesiastical Courts and Court of Final 
Appeal'' was the subject of diBcussion at one of 
the most crowded gatherings of the Congress. 
It was opened by a paper from the Bishop 
of Oxford, other papers being read by Dr. 
Phillimore and the Hev. Dr. Blakeney. 
Among the speakers who followed were the 
Eev. Berdmore Compton, Mr. Valpy, Canon 
Kyle, and others. The inefficiency of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, as at present constituted, 
was the chief topic dwelt upon by the High 
Church speakers. The Bishop of Oxford 
avowed that there was but little prospect of 
bringing the Church Courts into a useful and 
satisfactory condition so long as Churchmen 
were not agreed on the subject, and so long 
as it was regarded from a party standpoint. 
Dr. Phillimore, while regarding reform as not 
incompatible with a State church, went so far 
as to say, "Better Disestablishment than a 
judiciary without jurisdiction, and a church 
without discipline. That the present state 
of things cannot last everyone sees ; and an 
Establishment is too dearly bought if it makes 
chaos an enduring necessity.'' It was strongly 
urged that the Church alone haa jurisdiction 
in spiritual things, which was given to it by 
Christ himself, and that no commisdion from 
an earthly sovereign can give such jurisdic- 
tion. To this, however, it was replied by 
Mr. Valpy and others, that when a clergyman 
is brought before an Ecclesiastical Court, it 
has to deal not only with his spiritual cha- 
racter, but with his freehold rights. A storm 
was threatened at one period of the discussion 
when the Church Association and the English 
Church Union were alluded to ; but, after a 
short outburst of feeling, it happily passed 
uway. 

The subject of ''Religious Benefits from 
Recent Science and Research " was introduced 



by the Rev. C. Pritchaxd, Savilian ProfeiMr 

of Astronomy at Oxford, who, pointing to 

the immense prodigality of reBonice and 

variety in nature, and to the smallness of tha 

amount of human knowledge in regard to it, 

contended that to reject revelation as being 

contrary to natural laws would b^ to commit 

intellectual suicide. He was followed bj 

the Rev. Professor Watkins, Warden of St. 

Augustine's College, who, while admitting 

much that is claimed in behalf of the doctrine 

of evolution, urged that, instead of diminiak- 

ing, it really increases in us the conacioiuneia 

of adoring wonder ; and the true object of 

wonder and worship, he maintained, ia sliown 

by comparative theology. A paper bj the 

Rev. Q. Q. Stokes, Professor of MothematioB 

at Cambridge, read in his absence^ argued 

that the doctrine of conservation of force luid 

excited needless alarm among Chriatiaa men ; 

and that the theory of the dissipatioiL of 

energy (according to which it is urged tliat 

everything is tending to a universal death, 

creation living, as it were, upon capital) had 

done service in blocking out the suppositioiL 

that the present order of things had existed 

from a past eternity. The Rev. Profeaeor 

Stanley Leathes, who was the next speaker, 

uiged that the changes of scientific thought 

are so great and sudden that the contempla* 

tion of them makes the believing man. ding 

with increased thankfulness to the definite 

statemento of the Word of God. Mr. G. T. 

Clark, the Rev. Brownlow Maitland, the Rev. 

G. H. Curtis, and Mr. Vivian also addzeaaed 

the Congress on the same subject. 

A paper on *'The Best Means of Promoting 
Internal Unity in the Church,*' which had 
been written by the Rev. Canon Aahwell, 
was read by the Secretary, the Rev. Gteoige 
Gauntlett. The Canon expressed his opinion 
that the best means of promoting unity in 
the Church was to deepen spiritual life in 
each individual souL Never was there a 
time when, under God, the future of the 
Church of England seemed more and more to 
depend upon the personal religion, personal 
devotion, personal humility of her more active 
sons, whether lay or clerical. The Rev. 
Canon Ryle followed with a paper on the 
same subject. He declared at the outset that 
there was a sad want of practical unity in the 
Church of England at the present time. Its 
parishes were often like islands in the Pacific 
Ocean, almost within sight of each other, but 
inhabited by distinct tribes, ruled by ever- 
quarrelling chiefs, with the sea rolling between 
them. He would waste no words on the idea 
of unity between loyal Churchmen and those 
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fiery zealots within the pale of the Church 
who were BtriviDg to re-introduce amongst 
them Romidh doctrines and practices, and 
openly avowed their dislike of the Reforma- 
tion. (" No, no,*' and cheers.) Unity built 
upon an amalgamation of Lambeth and the 
Vatican was the baseless fabric of a dream. 
Protestant was the backbone of the Church 
of England — (applause) — ^and any attempt to 
procure unity by removing that would alienate 
the great body of the Churchmen. Unity 
among loyal Churchmen he would, however, 
consider ; and the question was, How could 
a greater degree of unity be obtained among 
them? He proposed to make three sugges- 
tions to this end. The first was, if they 
wanted more unity, they must cultivate the 
habit of recognizing the grace of God and the 
love of Christ wherever that grace and love 
were to be found. This would teach them 
to respect other Churchmen of many differences 
of thought, but with whom, in the main, they 
agreed. The second suggestion was the cul- 
tivation of the habit of tolerating courteously 
the diversities of opinion and practice. No- 
thing so divided and kept Churchmen apart 
as the common habit of getting hot, and 
calling names, and throwing mud, and casting 
dust in the air about non-essentials. Upon 
essential points he was prepared to fight as 
stoutly as any, but he protested against the 
practice of ranting and wraogling about 
matters which would not exclude men from 
heaven. If they must disagree at all, let 
them do so pleasantly and like Christian 
gentlemen. The third suggestion was the 
cultivation of opportunities of meeting men 
of other schools upon neutral ground; and 
the fourth was that if they would obtain more 
unity with Churchmen of other schools, they 
must co-operate with them whenever they 
could. Finally, he would urge upon all 
Churchmen to take care they did not under- 
rate the importance of unity because of the 
difficulty of obtaining it, and to remember 
that, however much they valued unity, they 
must beware of the temptation to sacrifice 
truth on the altar of unity. Let them not 
make an idol of unity; but the nearer 
they kept to Christ the nearer they would 
be to each other. A third paper upon 
the subject of unity in the Church 
was read by the Rev. Dr. Ross, who urged 
that it was better that ten Privy Councils 
should adjudicate upon doctrine than that 
they should ever seek refuge in the Church 
of Rome. Dr. Ross was followed by the Rev. 
W. J. Knoz-Little, who spoke warmly in 
favour of unity and mutuid toleration, and 



acknowledged himself under great obligation 
to Canon Ryle for one of his tracts. The 
Rev. Canon Garbett, while counselling unity, 
said it had its limits, and avowed that there 
were fundamental and essential difTerences 
among the various sections of the Church of 
England, to ignore which would be to live in 
a fool's paradise. This view, however, was 
opposed by the Bishop of Winchester, who 
contended that there were no fundamental 
differences in the *' large " schools in the 
Church, though they might exist in some 
'* small *' schools. He would not, he said, 
have anyone give up his tenets ; but he urged 
all classes and schools of thought to discourage 
^* those tremendous engines of evil,'' party 
newspapers and party magazines. The Rev. 
Prebendary Cadmau and others also took part 
in the discussion. 

There was a good audience to listen to ad- 
dresses on '* The Ministry : the Supply ; the 
Preparation of Candidates ; and the subse- 
quent Training of Young Clergy." The 
readers and speakers included the Rev. 
Canon ' Furse, Dr. Vaughan (Dean of Llan- 
daff), the Rev. R. B. Girdlestone, Canon 
Norris, Chancellor Espin, and others. Dean 
Vaughan pointed out the necessity for a 
better intermediate training betweeen ordina- 
tion and ministerial work. This, he said, in 
the case of a first-rate man, is best dis- 
pensed with, but with the great majority of 
candidates is a very necessary help. He 
strongly recommended young candidates 
whose college career has been satisfactory 
to place themselves under an experienced 
clergyman for training in parochial work 
and assistance in his studies ; adding that 
during the last eighteen years some two hun- 
dred men had, with great benefit, passed 
through such a course of training under one 
person. The last speaker was the Rev. Pro- 
fessor Watkins, Warden of St. Augustine's 
College, Canterbury. Quoting a previous 
utterance in Congress, '^ Nothing is high but 
that which is good, nothiog is low but that 
which is bad," he said he would like to put 
the Christian first and the gentleman last. 
There were peers of the realm with whom he 
would not care to stand under the same roof 
for the same instant, and there were peasants 
with whom he would stand, hat off and head 
uncovered, in respect of their work. Re- 
ferring to the Nonconformists, he said that 
their ministers were "grown;" they wetfe 
watched in the Sunday-school and in the 
class meeting ; and " when they have shown 
their gifts, their graces, and their devotion, 
they are sent forth, true gentlemen every one 
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of them;'' and he avowed hU belief that 
nine-tenths of the Nonconformiits of the 
country were each becaoae thej had felt 
the call of God. 

Among the other subjectB brought under 
the notice of the Congress was one which 
was announced as follows: '*How can the 
Church best gain and retain her Influence 
over the Young 7 " This subject was treated 
under two distinct heads : 1. Sunday- 
schools and Public Catechising ; 2. Associa- 
tions for the Young of both Sexes. A 
paper on " Church Work among our Seafaring 
Population, afloat and on shore," was read 
by the Bishop of Nottingham. Papers were 
also read and discussion took place on 
the following topics : *' The Maintenance of 
Voluntary Schools, and the Best Means of 
Promoting Religious Education in them and 
Board Schools." *' Diocesan Synods and Con- 
ferences.'' "Church Temperance Work." 
•Parish Organization." "The Church in 
Wales : its Past and Present Condition, and 
its Special Difficulties." " The Welsh Church 
Press ; the Literature of Wales ; and the 
Church's Duty towards the Welsh Reading 
Classes." " Hymns and Hymn Books." " Lay 
Work in the Church : Lay Evangelists and 
Readers ; the Perpetual Diaconate." 

Two working men's meetings were held 
in connection with the Congress— one in 
English and another Welsh; and there was 
also, during the week, more than one meet- 
ing, not of the Congress proper, but of some 
Church societies fcr*ned among its members. 

The Congress was brought to a close on 
Friday, the 10th, when the members as- 
sembled to hear a series of addresses, the 
£rst of which was by the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, on the Epistle to the Ephesians in its 
f>ractical bearing on the Christian life. In 
the evening, the proceedings of the Congress 
were concluded by a conversazione in the 
Music Hall, at which the Rev. T. Helmore 
.read a paper on " Church Music" Archdeacon 
Emery presided, and read a letter from the 
Bishop of St. David's, the President, who, 
having been forbidden by his medical adviser 
to attend the meeting, wrote his appreciation 
of the interest which had attended the Con- 
gress, and his thanks to all who had con- 
tributed to its success. 

THE OONQRBOATIONAL UNION. 

The autumnal session of the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales was held this 
year at Cardiff. The proceedings commenced 
on Monday evening, October 13, in Wood 
Street Chapel, where the annual sermon was 
preached by the Rev. E. Mellor, d.d. The 



delegates numbered 700. The preacher — 
who took for his text the 26th verse of tiie 
119th Psalm, "It is time, Lord, for Thee to 
work, for they have made void Thy law *^- 
spoke of Christianity as a far vaster thing 
than their Nonconformity or their inde- 
pendence, however strictly both of them 
might seem to be its natural ofifispiing. He 
criticised at some length the teaching of 
Pantheism, which did not admit of the pos- 
sibility of either virtue or vice ; and he as- 
serted that when sin was denied and reduced 
to a hardly culpable minimum, the redemp- 
tion idea seemed almost prepostetoiiii. la 
the hollowness which characterised the vmrioas 
commercial, political, and social featores ob- 
servable in the state of the country at the 
present day, he asserted with sorrow, mingled 
with dismay, that the law was being made 
void. In Rome, also, we saw the most 
startling, appalling, and blasphemous con- 
firmation of the truth of the words of the 
text The work of the session commenced on 
Tuesday morning, when the President, the 
Rev. W. Cnthbertson, b.a., delivered a long 
address, in the course of which he commented 
on the changes in the social life of England 
and the increase of amusements. A |note of 
warning came from the politicians. States- 
men were telling us that in the recent days 
of national prosperity our self-indulgenoe and 
high living were eating away our manhood. 
A paper was read by Mr. H. Spicer on the 
Congregational College system; and, on the 
proposition of the Rev. A. Mackennal, a re- 
solution was passed placing on record the 
Assembly's opinion of the ^'uigent need 
which exists for the improvement of our 
methods of ministerial training." Subae- 
quently papers were read " On the value of 
colportage as an evangelistic agency, and the 
importance of systematic arrangements being 
made for it by the county assuciationfl," and 
" On the application of business methods to 
Church administration." An evening meet- 
ing was held of the Church Aid and Home 
Missionary Society and South Wales Associa- 
tion, under the presidency of Mr. Henry Lee. 
On Wednesday, a resolution which had been 
brought forward on the previous day was 
again discussed and at length adopted. It 
was, as carried in an amended form, as fol- 
lows : " That the Assembly, considering the 
diffictdties which attend the removal and 
settlement of ministers, recommends the 
several county associations to consider the 
desirableness of appointing a confidential 
committee with widch vacant chiuches and 
unsettled ministers might confer, and who 
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shall also consider all applications of appli- 
canU i(a entrance into the Congregational 
ministiy who may come without paaaing 
thiDDgh the training of our colleges." A re- 
aolntion in support of the Bill to be intro- 
duced next session in fayonr of closing public- 
houses in Wales, was next carried. A reso- 
lution protesting against the Qovemment 
policy in Afghanistan was moved by the Rev. 
J. Qninness Rogers. The resolution was 
seconded by Mr. Richard, M.P., and having 
heen supported by other speakers, was carried. 
X>r. Thomas Rees then read a paper on *^ The 
Position and Prospects of Welsh Congrega- 
tionalism in Wales." In the evening there 
vras a meeting specially intended for working 
men, and presided over by the Mayor. A 
meeting was also held in the evening at 
Newport, for the exposition and enforcement 
of " Free Church principles." The proceed- 
ings of the Assembly closed on Thursday, 
the 16th ult., when papers were read by Mr. 
Alfred Barnes, on " The Connection between 
Spiritual Life and the Consecration of Money," 
and by the Rev. Q. S. Reaney, of Reading, 
on '^Special Missions for the Revival of 
Spiritual Life in the Churches.*' On the latter 
subject a resolution was adopted, commend- 
ing ^'the question of special missions for 
the revival of spiritual life in the churches 
to the careful consideration of the county as- 
sociations, with the view of determining 
whether they should take steps within their 
several limits for the conducting of such 
missions by competent and well-certified 
persons." A public dinner was given in the 
afternoon at the Philharmonic Hall, the 
Mayor of Cardiff presiding. Public meetings 
in English and Welsh were afterwards held, 
and the proceedings of the Union were 
brought to a conclusion by a sermon to the 
young, by the Rev. H. T. Robjohns, of HulL 

THB BAPTIST UNION. 

The autumn session of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland was held in 
Qla^gow on Monday, the 6th ult., and three 
following days. A formal welcome was 
on Monday night accorded to the ministers 
and delegates at the Corporation Art 
Galleries, Sauchiehall Street. A public 
reception, in the shape of a conversazione, 
was attended by upwards of 3,000 persons, 
including the leading representatives of all 
Evangelical denominations. The guests were 
received by the Lord Provost, and several 
addresses were delivered. Next day, a mis- 
sionary designation and valedictory service 
took place in Adelaide Place Baptist Church. 
The Rev. James Paterson, d.d. (Glasgow), 



presided. Dr. E. B. Underbill, of London, 
introduced to the meeting six missionaries, 
who were about to proceed to their respective 
fields of labour. In the evening there was a 
missionary meeting in St. Andrew^s HalL 
Dr. James A. Campbell, a member of the 
Established Church of Scotland, presided. 
On Wednesday, the Rev. George Gould, the 
President, delivered his address on the sub- 
ject of '' The Use and Disuse of Confessions 
of Faith." A number of deputations were 
afterwards received, and addressed the mem- 
bers of the Union. The Union agreed to 
petition Parliament in favour of the Sunday 
Closing Bill. In the afternoon, the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon delivered a sermon on unbelief, in 
the St. Andrew's HalL At the evening 
sitting, the report of the British and Irish 
Baptist Mission was given in by Mr. J. P. 
Bacon, the Treasurer. On Thursday, Mr. 
H. M. Bompas, q.o. (London), gave in an 
interim report on evangelistic services. It 
stated that^ since the annual meeting in April 
last, the work had steadily advanced. The 
Rev. W. Medley, Classical Tutor of Rawdon 
College, read a paper on " Our Attitude in 
Relation to Religious Opinion and Belief." 
A discussion followed. The proceedings of 
the Union were brought to a conclusion in 
the evening by a crowded meeting held in 
St. Andrew's Hall. 

THE DEANBBT OF WORCESTER. 

The Hon. and Very Rev. Grantham Mun- 
ton Yorke, Dean of Worcester, was proceeding, 
on the 2nd ult., to the Cathedral to take 
part in the service of the afternoon, when he 
was seized with sudden illness, and, being 
taken back to his residence, expired almost 
immediately. The Dean died while a special 
choral service (in aid of the Choir Benevolent 
Fund) was proceeding, and just as the choir 
were about to sing as an anthem the words, 
'^ I will lay me down in peace, and take my 
rest; for it is thou. Lord, only that maksst me 
dwell in safety." The late Dean, who was 
seventy years of age, was appointed to the 
Deanery of Worcester in 1874, on the death 
of Dr. PeeL He was brother of the fourth 
Earl of Hardwicke. 

Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
Lord Alwyne Compton, Archdeacon of Oak- 
ham, to the Deanery which has thus become 
vacant. The new Dean, who is a High 
Churchman, was educated at Trinity CoUege, 
Cambridge, his name appearing in the Hst of 
wranglers in 1848. He has been Rector of 
Castle Ashbury, Northamptonshire, in the 
gift of his brother, the Marquis of North- 
ampton, since 1852. He has always taken a 
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prominent part in the debates of the Lower 
House of Convocation. 



The corner-stone of Ridley Hall, Cam- 
bridge, was laid, on the 17th nit., by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Perry, d.d., in the pre- 
sence of a considerable number of spectators 
and supporters of the scheme. 

The Manchester Ouardian says : ** A move- 
ment of considerable importance probably 
in its bearings on the practital relations to 
each other of members of the various Evan- 
gelical denominations, has been initiated by 
the opening of the new Baptist Church at 
Bowdon. By a clause in the trust deed of 
the property, provision is made for the admis- 
sion to membership of Evangelical Christians 
of all denominations. Such members — that 
they may fully preserve their own consistency 
as Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Wesleyans, 



etc., — are to be styled ' non-denominationa! 
members ; ' and, in order that the Chnrcfa 
may maintain its distinctive principles intact, 
they are not to speak or vote at chnrdi 
meetings upon matters affecting baptisia, or 
other recognized points of difference between 
themselves and the denomination. No doubt^ 
if the plan here indica^ were generally 
acted upon, there would be found, in many 
localities, one strong and vigorous Church, 
instead of three or four straggling denomina- 
tions.*' 

We regret to announce the death of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Chapman, d.d., which took 
place on the 20th ult., at Wootton Courtney 
Rectory, Somersetshire, in his eightieth 
year. Bishop Chapman was appointed to the 
See of Colombo in 1845, and resigned the 
Bishopric in 1861. 
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INDIA. 

On the 16th ult, at Cambridge, the degree of d.d. {jure dignitatis) was granted to the 
Right Rev. John Martindale Speechly, M.A., of St. John's, Bishop of Travancore and Cochin. 
The public orator (M.T. J. £• Sandys), in presenting him to the Vice- Chancellor, briefly 
referred to the Bishop's Sanskrit studies, under Professor Cowell, in Cambridge, and to his 
missionary labours in India, especially as Principal of the Cambridge Nicholson Institute at 
Cottayam. Among the points of interest connected with the Bishop's future diocese, the 
orator observed that it extended over that part of Southern India from which Claudius 
Buchanan had obtained for the University Library the ancient Hebrew and Syriae Mas,, 
long preserved by the Black Jews of Cochin and the Syrian Christians of Malabar ; that for 
a while it was the scene of the labours of Francis Xavier; and that it included within its 
limits the seven churches founded (according to the tradition) by the Apostle St. ThomasL 

The Rev. W. Milne states that meetings have been lately held in Calcutta for educated 
natives in the Missionary Institution of the Free Church of Scotland. The meetings were con- 
tinued every night for nearly a week, and addressed by missionaries, ministers, and Christian 
laymen, both European and native. Every evening before the hour for assembling in the 
Institution, an open-air meeting was held in Bendon Square, a beautiful garden situated in 
the heart of the native town. " The open-air meetings were, to me," writes Mr. Milne, ** the 
most impressive of all. At the request of the natives themselves, these are still going on. 
An opposition movement has been organized by some representatives of the Dharma Rakhini 
Sobha — ^a society recently formed to uphold the falling cause of Hinduism. They hare 
started a meeting at the same hour in another part of the garden, their preachers pro- 
claiming to their hearers that truth must be sought not from the Christian Scriptures 
alone, but from the sacred books of all religions." But the Christian preacher has nothing 
to fear from opposition like this. 

CEYLON. 

The Church Missumarj/ Intelligencer states that the difficulties in Ceylon seem further 
from settlement than ever. " The Bishop is taking a line with respect to the terms and 
limits of licences to which it is quite impossible for the missionaries to agree, as it would 
cut them off at once from access to a large number of the converts God has been pleased to 
give them. Moreover, his willingness to grant any licences at all applies only to men 
already at work. He positively refuses to give them on any terms to the three new men." 

CHINA. 

A telegram from Shanghai states that Bishop Russell, of North China, died on the 
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5tli alt. He had been in failing healtli for some time, bat no danger was apprehended. The 
late Bishop went to China in 1847, in company with the Rev. R. H. (afterwards Archdeacon) 
Cobbold. The J were the ftrst English missionaries at Ningpo, and at that city Mr. Rassell 
labonred, including the intervals of his visits to England, for thirty-one years, during which 
time, by the labours of himself and his brother missionaries, several hundreds of Chinese 
were brought to a knowledge of Christ. His literary work also has been important. He 
was appointed to be the first Missionary Bishop of North China in 1872. Since his return 
to China as a Bishop, Dr. Russell has admitted to orders four Chinamen, has confirmed 
nearly 300 Chinese Christians, has dedicated several mission churches, and has fostered in 
every way the development of the native church. - His death is a heavy loss to missions. 

We have intelligence of the death by fever of the Rev. Hugh Ritchie, of Formosa. 
Mr. Ritchie was the senior missionary of the Presbyterian Church in China. He has 
laboured zealously and with much success in Formosa for over twelve years, and has died in 
fulfilling the work he loved so much. All the mission stations are undermanned, and just 
before Mr. Ritchie's death a complaint had come from Formosa that it was impossible to 
overtake the work in consequence of the smallness of the mission staff. 

A letter, received from a correspondent at Pekin, contains the following information 
concerning the recent prevalence of typhus fever in China : " Six Protestant missionaries 
and seven Roman Catholic sisters were carried off. Dr. Dudgeon has been almost the only 
recovery. The fever followed the dreadful famine of the previous year, and spread over the 
whole of North China, where the refugees flocked. There was hardly a house without one 
or more of the inmates being laid down." 

BOUTH AFRICA. 

The following startling intelligence has been received from Durl^ : ^' John Dunn has 
intimated to the veteran missionary of Jebro that he does not intend to allow any mis- 
sionaries to settle in the territory where he is chief. This is the most important district 
in Zululand, and the nearest to Natal. Zulus were gladly welcoming the return of 
their old friends when they were stopped.*' John Dunn has been our trusted agent 
and interpreter, and his services have been liberally rewarded. He is one of thd 
thirteen selected chiefs among whom the sovereignty of Zaluland is divided, and he has 
been appointed Chief British Resident in Zululand. Among the British stipulations 
binding on the thirteen chiefs is one to the effect that no land shall be sold to immigrants. 
There is, however, one exception. The chiefs are allowed to sell as much land to mis- 
sionaries as is needful for a mission station. This exception is so worded as to imply 
that a missionary can only reside in the country by the permission of the chief. It is on 
this wording of the permission to sell land to the missionaries that John Dunn has issued 
his anti-missionary edict. The British authorities cannot have intended that the result of 
the British success should be to deprive the Zulus of the preaching of the Qospel, and to 
afford a triumph to heathenism. The exceptional permission to sell land for mis- 
sion stations proves that there was no such intention. This reported action of John 
Dunn is stated in one of the papers received by the last mail to have '' caosed universal 
disgust and indignation." The Cape Standard and Mail says : '* The country over 
which John Dunn exercises authority comprises that portion of Zululand which is only 
separated from Natal by the Tugela. It is a district which for years has been 
regarded as a very interesting field for missionary labour, and ministers belonging to 
different religious bodies have long resided there." The Cape Times says that whatever 
John Dunn's merits may be, his appointment as Chief Resident in Zaluland is a shock to 
civilization. ^* His ways are Zulu ways, his associations Zulu associations, his very habits 
of thought imbued with the Zulu character. A white man who for twenty years or more 
has lived the Zulu life, wedded Zulu wives, and chosen their society in preference to 
that of such women as a white man should love and honour, is not the man to represent 
the Queen of England in a nation of savages." 

About six miles from Middelburg, in the Transvaal, is a large colony of Christian 
Kaffirs^ whose establishment is known as Mr. Marensky's Town. The following brief 
account of the origin of the colony is from the Times* correspondent at Leydenberg : '* Mr. 
Marensky some twenty years ago came out under the orders of the Berlin Lutheran Mission. 
After many vicissitudes he found his station established close by the kraal of a chief of 
Secocoeni's, near the hill of Mameluke. Here for five years he prosecuted his labours with 
varied success, occasionally deterred in his good work by Secocoeni and his followers. 
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Then, when the white man came and there was war with the highland chief, he Rot the 
order to go, receiving but twenty-four hours' notice to quit, and, deserted by all bat hit 
faithful wife, he mounted his horse and rode away while the flames were flickering Ttmnd 
his new Eaflir home. Thence he rode to Middelburg, and for the small sum of £73 bought 
his present farm of 6,000 acres. At a spot where the river sweeps gracefully loand some 
rocky hills he pitched his camp and commenced to build again. Some of his pupOfl and 
converts followed in his wake, and now, after fifteen yean, he has established a little king- 
dom of his own. Three tribes from the Lulu district are here located, each in aeparate 
kraals ; while a handsome church, built by Kaffir hands, of neat red brick, shelters and 
affords ample room for 1,500 Christian worshippers, who are now the followers of ICr. 
Marensky. Not only has this worthy missionary taught his disciples the truths in. tfaa 
Bible ; rows of brick-built workshops resound the whole day with the noise of hammer, 
chisel, saw, and plane. Under European supervision these swarthy Christians torn out 
waggons, furniture, and all kinds of wood and iron work, while neat gardens surround tfaeee 
brick houses, which they build with their own hands in substitute for the wood and mnd 
huts of their ancestors. There are also three schools for the education of the little onee. 
In the first, or very young dass, the half-frightened or semi-savage element seemed natarallj 
prominent, a?, accompanied by some officers, we entered a room. Shrieks met our entxancey 
and, like timid lambs, the urchins crowded into the far comers, packed like sardines. Tbe 
next class were being taught letters, and were decidedly tamer ; but the height of pleaaure 
which our visit afforded us was reached when we entered the last clas8*room. Seated 
at desks — the boys separated from the girls — were a clean, neatly-dressed coUectian 
of the more advanced pupils reading and writing, some English, others Kaffir; and to 
our great surprise, at a word from Mr. Marensky, the whole class rose, and, in beantifol 
time and tune, distinctly sang in English our own well-known National Anthem. 
Although everything around this mission station seemed to abound in peace and plenty, its 
careful master, profiting by former experience, is not unmindful of the safety of his tribes, 
and he has erected a strong fort on an eminence commanding his station, to protect his flock 
and property from any onslaught made by Boers or Kaffirs. Mr. Marensky's knowledge of 
Secocoeni's country, and, indeed, of all this region of the Transvaal, is, perhaps, unequalled. 
Of the success of his labours it would be needless for me to speak, as at present over 30,000 
acres of good land are possessed by the mission, which has been acquired at the small cost of 
J&600. This property has been divided into smaller farms, placed under the supervision of 
other missionaries, and enclosed fields, orchards, and mills now exist on the site of a onoe 
prairie wilderness." 

WESTERN A7BICA. 

The pulpit of Faji Wesleyan Church, Lagos, was occupied on Sunday morning, Angnst 
24, by Bishop Crowther, who wore his episcopal vestments, and sat near the communion 
table in the chancel during the whole of the service except the sermon. Only a week or 
two before Bishop Crowther had spoken at a missionary meeting in the Baptist Church 
(American Mission), which was presided over by the Governor. 

The first report of the Livingstone Inland Mission has been issued. The mission 
was commenced nearly two years ago, and its object is, in the words of Dr. Living- 
stone, '' to evangelize Africa from the centre." Two stations — Cardiff and Cony — ^have 
already been planted on the Congo. There are now seven missionaries (five brethren and 
two wives of missionaries) employed by it. Three of these brethren are on their way to 
Manyauga and Stanley Pool, at each of which places they hope to establish a station. 

AMERICA. 

The organization is announced of the first Protestant church in the territory of Alaska 
(which, it may be remembered, ceased some years since, to be a Russian possession, and was 
incorporated with the United States). In 1877, the Rev. Dr. Sheldon Jackson and Mrs. 
A. R. McHarland reached Fort Wrangell to commence Presbyterian missions in Alaska. Alter 
making the necessary arrangements for the mission. Dr. Jackson returned to the States. In 
1878 the mission was reinforced by the arrival of the Rev. S. Hall Young, who in Angost 
last, taking advantage of a visit made by several ministers, proceeded to the final organixa* 
tion of a church. Twenty-three members were received, of whom eighteen were IndianSi 
Among the latter were several chiefs of the Stickeen Nation. 
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-ANNUAL INVITATION FOR WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR. 

JANUARY 4—11, 1880. 

Beloved Ohrifltian Brethren, — ^We have again the happiness of inviting von — ^beloved 
followers of our Lord Jesus Christ in all countries — to unite in praise for the manifold 
blessings of the past year, and in supplications for all needful grace for that on which we 
now enter. 

This sacred fellowship, hy its annual recurrence, deepens afresh in our hearts the 
assurance of the essential unity of all believers, notwithstanding the diversity of their coun- 
tries and language, their forms of worship, and their expressions of religious truth ; for at 
the feet of our ever-blessed Lord, and under those influences of the Holy Spirit which have 
•descended from the Father according to His promise, we have partaken of the same 
spiritual refreshment, our ranks have been drawn closer together, and we have addressed 
oureelves to the great work and conflict appointed to us in Uiis world with new faith and 
courage. 

The past year has been marked by great temporal depression in our own and other 
countries, and has not been free from the desolations and sorrows of war ; but the progress 
of the Gospel, and the growing faith and enterprise of the Church, combine, with inex- 
haustible promises, to encourage us again to ** bow our knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named," assured that '' He 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." 

We remain, in all faithfulness and aflectlon, on behalf of the members of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, 
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The following topics are auggeeted as suitable for exhortation and intercession on the 
successive days of meeting : — 

SuiTDAY, Jan. 4.— ^SermoDS :— The Majesty and Sovereignty of God, and the fulness of Chrisi's 
salvation. Rev. iv. ; Dan. vii. 9—14; Isa. xl. 6—17 and 27—31; Rom. ix. 13—24; Colon, l 
12—21, aud ii. 6— 1»; Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. 

Monday, Jan. 5. — Thanksgiving :— For the blessings of past years: life, health, guidance* 
discipline, instruction ; for redemption through Jesus Christ, the love of the Eather, the fgr^oe of 
the Holy Spirit ; for the enjoyment of the Communion of Saints, especially at the recent General 
Christian Conference in Switzerland ; for the success which crowned efforts during the last year to 
relieve Christians from imprisonment and from laws restricting religious liberty ; for all the pro- 
mises of future strength in duty, support in sorrow and temptation, peace in life and in death. 
Be. ciii. aud cvii. ; Iss. Ixi. 10 ; Hab. in. 17, 18, 19 ; 2 Thess. il 13—17. 

Tuesday, Jan. 6. — Confession : — ^Of national sins : intemperanoe, injustice, nrisnae of 
prosperity, with the righteous permission of depression of industries, deficient hai vcats, azkd 
grievous wars. Of personal sins : unfaithfulness to convictions, unwatchfulness, neglifleneest aad 
omissions ; dishonour done to God*s holiness, love, and mercy ; deficiencies in patience, fcwgiveoess, 
liberality, zeal, and usefulness. Entreaties for pardon, gratitude, purity; for greater snrrender 
of the will, and more fervent delight in the law of God as revealed in His Son. Dan. ix. 3 — 10; 
Ps. Ixxxvi. 1—7 ; 1 John i. 8, 9 ; Bom. vi. 11, 12. 

Wednesday, Jan. 7. — ^Prayer :— For the Church of God : that all who rule and teseh in the 
Church, with evangelists and missionaries in all lands, may be filled with the Holy Qhost ; that 
believers majr be strencthened in faith and love, drawn to one another, kept in unity and mntoal 
affection, enriched with knowledge and sound doctrine, preserved from the spirit of the world, and 
conformed to the blessed God. That those especially who are suffering from infirmity, aickacaiv 
anxiety, and losses, and from persecution for Christ's sake, may be comforted and dsHvered. 
Ephes. iv. 11—16 ; Bphes. v. 17—20 ; Rom. xii. 1, 2 ; Coloss. iii. 14—21 ; Phil. ii. 12—16. 

Thursday, Jan. 8.— Prayer :— For the young and their instructors : for fathers and mothers ; 
for professors in universities and other seats of learning ; for teachera in public and private 
schools, in Sunday-schools and private classes ; for the spiritual life of all young persons, especoaUy 
of the children of believers ; and for the sanctification of all talents, and all attMumenta in acsenoe 
and literature, to the glory of God. Ps. xxxii. 8, 9 ; Deut. xL 19 ; Prov. xxii 6 ; Ephes. ▼. 1, % 
8, 11 ; Ephes. vi. 1—4 ; 1 Peter u. 1—5. 

Friday, Jan. 9.— Prayer :— For all nations : for supreme rulers ; for judges, magistrates, and 
others in authority ; for the enactment of just laws ; for recognition of the brotherhood of the 
nations and the cultivation of mutual respect, forbearance, and good-will ; for soldiers and aeamen, 
and for the cessation of war ; for the devout observance of the day of rest and of the inatitiitiona 
of Christian worship ; for quietness, temperance, and godliness in every land. 1 Tim. iL 1 — 4 ; 
Bom. xiii. 1—7 ; Coloss. iv. 1 — 6 ; Isa. Iviii. 13, 14. 

Saturday, Jan. 10. — Prayer :— For Christian Missions : for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon all flesh, and the overthrow of all systems of superstition and perverted truth ; for mis- 
sionaries, native preachers, Christian converts, and inquirers for truth in pagan and Mohammedan 
oonntries ; for the children of Judah, and the dispersed of Israel ; for the translators, dktrtbators, 
and expositors of Holy Scripture. For labourers among the ignorant, the fallen, and tlie needy in 
our own countries ; for the awakening of merely nominal Christians, and a deeper sense of obliga- 
tion in the Church to publish the Gospel in all the world. Joel ii. 28, 29 ; Matt. ix. 87, 38 ; 
Ephes. vi. 18, 19 ; Rom. xi. 26, 27 ; Acts xxvi. 12—18 ; 1 Tim. iv. 6—16. 

Sunday, Jan. 11. — Sermons :— " For our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" Phil. iii. 20 ; 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



A meeting of Council was held on Thurs- 
day, October 9 ; Donald Matheson, Esq., in 
the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by Colonel Noble. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 
admitted to membership : — 

Mrs. Gk)rdon Thompson, Folkestone. 

Rev. T. M. Thorp, Folkestone. 

Rev. H. Armstrong Hall, Isle of Man. 

Mifis fiadfield. Isle of Wight 

Mile.* la Comtesse Ernestine de Rechteren 

d'Ahnem, The Hague. 
Rev. W. L. Groves, Hampstead. 
Hon. R. A. J. Drummond, Schloss Wilden- 

Btein, Switzerland. 



Mrs. Walker, Worksop. 
Rev. T. G. Seymour, Dudley. 
Rev. W. B. Pope, d.d., Didsbuiy. 
Miss Jones, Jersey. 
Mrs. Claude Bell, West Kensington. 
Capt Charleton, Blackheath. 
Rev. F. Lloyd Jones, Blackheatiu 
Mrs. Synge, Blackheath. 
Miss J. Synge, Blackheath. 
Rev. C. Hort, Chelsea. 
Colonel P. Duncan, Hanover Square Club. 
Major-General Davidson, Weston-super- 
Mare. 
Miss Bogle, Weston-super-Mare. 
Rev. D. Wheeler, Weston-euper-Mare. 
Mrs. Margaiy, Weston-super-Mare. 
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Colonel Lawford, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mis. Fosbeny, Weston-super-Mare. 

Miss Fosbeny, Weston-super-Mare. 

Major-Geneial C. Scott, Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Mrs. Middleton, Weston-super-Mare. 

Colonel B. A. Bayly, Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Key. W. Bradbury, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mrs. Qeoige A. Pruen, Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Colonel Elpbinstone, Weston-super-Mare. 

Xtey. L. Lanfear, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mis. Crawford, Weston-super-Mare. 

W. Ash, Esq., Weston-super-Mare. 

Miss Barker, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mrs. Hartley, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mrs. Orierson, Weston-super-Mare. 

Bev. H. Qillmore, Weston-super-Mare. 

Mrs. Dowse, Weston-super-Mare. 

Miss Baker, Weston-super-Mare. 

Miss Qirdlestone, Weston-super-Mare. 

Bey. Chas. L^ Wilson, Sandgate,*Eent. 

J. H. Du Boulay, Esq., Sandgate. 

Mrs. Du Boulay, Sandgate. 

J. F. Bottomley, Esq., Sandgate. 

B. C. Donaldson Selby, Esq., Sandgate. 

Edmund Stow Thompson, Esq., Sandgate. 

Miss Webb, Sandgate. 

Captain J. W. Bryans, Surbiton Hill. 

Lieutenant W. H. Burke, Shomcliffe. 

Capt. C. W. J. Taylor, Shomcliffe. 

Bey. Canon Jenkins, Hythe. 

OBQUABT. 

The death was reported of the Bey. Dr. 
Joaeph P. Thompson, of Berlin; also that 
of the Bey. Dr. Willis, of London. The 
Steretazy was instructed to express to the 
bexeayed families the sympathy of the Council 
in. the loss they haye sustained. 

MDIHBUBOH OONFERBNCB. 

The Secretary reported arrangements al- 
reaidy made foT the approaching Annual Con- 
ferenee, and submitted programme containing 
list of a yezy influential committee formed 
in Edinburgh. 

It was reported that the Bey. Dr. Stough- 
ton had been inyited to preach in Qreyfriars 
Church, Edinburgh, on the Sunday preyious 
to the Conference. Dr. Stoughton stated that 
he had accepted the inyitation, and intended 
to preach a sermon on Christian union. 

THB B3BOB19T CONFBRVNOE IN BASLE. 

The Secretary briefly referred to the great 
success of the recent Conference in Basle, 
reports of which had appeared in the Tima 
(aceompaaied by a friendly leading article) 
and in many other newspapers. The October 



number of Evangelical Christendom contained 
a digest of the proceedings. 

A resolution condemnatory of the opium 
traffic had been adopted by the Conference, 
and the Secretary of the Basle Committee 
now sent a request that this Council would 
forward the resolution to Her Majesty's Se- 
cretary of State for India. 

A resolution on the subject of religious 
liberty in Qreece had been adopted af one of 
the sittings of the Anglo-American Section of 
the Basle Conference, which this Council 
were requested to conyey to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. The 
Secretaries were instructed to transmit copies 
of the resolutions as requested. 

DEPUTATION TO THE EMFEBOB OF AUSTRIA. 

A letter was read from M. A. Yischer- 
Sarasin, President of the Basle Committee, 
requesting this Council to appoint a delegate 
for the deputation about to proceed to 
Vienna, in order to lay before his Impexial 
Majesty the Emperor of Austria a statement 
of the recent cases of persecution in Bohemia, 
in accordance with a resolution passed at the 
General Conference in Basle. 

It was unanimously resolyed that Mr. 
Alderman McArthar, icp., who was present 
at the Basle Conference, be requested kindly 
to oblige this Council by representing the 
British Organization in thQ deputation to 
the Emperor of Austria. 

BASLE GONTERENCE FUND. 

The following letter from the Treasurer of 
the Basle Committee was read : — 

"Basle, October 4,, 1879. 

** My dear Qeneral, — I haye much pleasure 
in informing you, on behalf of our committee, 
that the grateful senae of our fellow-citizens 
has prompted them to contribute so readily 
towards the expenses of our conferences as to 
yield a considerable balance beyond our wants, 
and thus enable us to dispense with eyery 
assistance, either from our Swiss or from any 
foreign brethren. Under these happy circum* 
stances, our committee deem it our duty to 
return with thanks to your Council the dona- 
tion of £200 so kindly granted to us, and for 
which, neyertheless, we shall remain under 
great obligation to you. 

" In compliance with this resolution, I beg 
leaye to hand you enclosed a cheque for £200, 
the receipt of which please to acknowledge. 
Of course, your Council will proyide them- 
selyes for the eyentual expenses of their dele- 
gate to Vienna. 

'* I gladly ayail myself of this opportunity 
to tell you once more how much all of us 
cherish the precious remembrance of our 
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intercourse with our EogliBh brethren, 
cxaYing the Lord to bless the newly- 
streDgthened bonds of Christian fellowship 
throughout the wide realm of His GbspeL 
''Believe me to remain, my d^jir General, 

** Very respectfully and faithfully yours, 
*' J. Rudolph Noktzlin, 

'< Treasurer of the Basle Committee, E.A. 
** Major-Qeneral Field, cb." 
^ The douncil expressed their great pleasure 
in receiving this communication. 

VOLUME or PBOCKKDINQB. 

The Secretary reported thAt from many 
quarters the wish had been expressed that a 
full report of the proceedings of the Bssle 
Conference should he published in English. 

After full consideration it was agreed to 
publish a volume in English, containing the 
papers read at the Conference, and a sum- 
mary of the whole proceedings. The Rev. 
J. Murray Mitchell, ll.d., was requested to 
undertake the editorship. 



HE88E-DABH8TADT. 

The following letter from one of the 
Lutheran pastors of Hesse-Darmstadt who 
was present at the recent Conference in Basle, 
will be read with interest : — 

*" Rothenberg, Oct. 14, 1879. 

" Dear Brother, — Thank you heartily for 
your friendly letter from Berne. We re- 
gretted very much your sudden call to Eng- 
land, as we anticipated with pleasure your 
visit to Heidelberg. Had I been quite 
certain that I could have spoken, if only for 
a few minutes, in that meeting on religious 
liberty, I would have remained ; but as the 
time allotted to the subject in the programme 
was already exhausted, and the address, deal- 
ing with the matter in its theoretical aspect, 
still continued, I thought that, with the more 
pressing claim of the Bohemian affairs, I 
should not be called upon. 

"Meanwhile we have experienced a violation 
of religious liberty here. The authorities of 
the poUtical community here {* Oemeinderaih* 
^-Common Council) determined in the spring 
—-as they were quite competent to do— to 
devote half of a capital sum of 12,000 marks 
(collected thirty years ago for purposes of 
church building) to us, the Old Lutheran 
congregation, for our church building, and to 
give the other half to the Established Church 
congregation for the restoration of their 
church. This was no more than right or 
proper. But the Established Church congre- 
gation would not have this, and appeided 
against this decision to the Committee of the 
District of Erbach, and that body decided, on 



the 23rd of September, that the dedaion of 
the Common Council is not valid. The 
latter body, not accepting this decision, vfll, 
with the assistance of very able counM!, 
carry the case before the Provincial Committee, 
which is the Court of Final Appeal 

*' Unite with us, dear brother, in praying 
that God may vindicate our right ; that we 
also may become a little church here. 

'* Of the other proceedings of the 
Alliance in Basle, we would only say that we 
heard with great pleasure the very briUiant 
address of Professor Yon Orelli on the nn- 
changeableness of the Qospel. Such powerful, 
indsive testimony to Christ strengthens the 
heart in this day of unchristian sentiment 

*< Recording my heartfelt thanks that 
English brethren have enabled us to attend 
so distinguished an assembly of believing 
Evangelical Christians of so many lands, and 
that, by your friendly care, we were received 
by such loving hosts, with whom we had, and 
still maintain, such cordial intercourse, 

** 1 am, your devoted, 

«E.Kraus. 

« To A. J. Arnold, Esq., 

Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, 
7, Adam Street, Strand." 



THE late 8ECBBTABT. 

The Coundl desire to bring to the notice 
of all friends of the Alliance the efforts which 
during the past six months have been made, 
by letters of appeal to its members, to raise a 
special fund, with the object of providing an 
annuity for their late Secretary, the Rev. 
James Davis, in recognition of lus long and 
valuable services to the Alliance. Up to the 
present time the amount received CsUa far 
short of the sum desired. Among those who 
have already subscribed are the following : — 

O. Maberly, Esq., £5 Ss.; L Bndthwalte, Em., 
£10 ; Sir F. Lycett, £5 ; W. R. Ellii, Esq., & ; 
Bay. Carr J. Qlyn, £6 ; the Baron de F«niiroi, £10 ; 
the Lord Polwarth, £10 ; the Lord Waveney, £85 ; 
John Hoyee, Esq., £60 ; A. H. Heywood, Esq., £20 ; 
the Lord Ehnry, £20 ; B. A. Macfie. Esq., £5; W. 
H. Warton, Esq., £5; S. Onmey. £^., £5 : W. K. 
Maloolm, Ek^., £10: J. TritUm. Eiq., £21; the 
Dowager Gonntess of Aberdeen, £5 ; O. WQUainB, 
Esq., £10 10s.; Mrs. Fanlconer, £20; Wm Stad- 
man, £10; Mrs. Tates, £5 ; J. A. CampbeQ, Esq., 
£5 ; Marons Martin. Esq.. £10 ; John Martin, Esq., 
£10; O. F. White, Esq., £5 5s. ; T. O. Watethonaa, 
Esq., £5 58.; H. T. Ravenshaw, Esq.. £10; Mrs. 
Finlay, £5 5a.; B. Walteis, Esq.. £5; Rer. a M. 
BirraU, £5 ; the Misses Walker. £5; BirF. B. Oat- 
ram, Bart., £5 ; a Friend. £5 ; Lient-General Oolin 
Mackenzie, £5 ; Joeeph Peters, Esq., £20 ; H. J. 
Atkinson, Eaq.. £10 ; Sidney Smith, Esq., £5 58. ; 
Colonel Hon. S. Jooelyn. £5; Bev. T. Curme, £5 ; 
Colonel Wilfflot Brooke, £5 ; Jabes Johnson, Bm]., 
£10 ; Robert Barbour, Esq., £20 ; John Benham, 
Esq., £5 ; the Right Hon. Sir Bobert Lnah« £S1 ; 



Hovtmbtr 1, Itm] 



BVAMOBUGAL CHRISTENDOM. 



355 



S. Bailey. Esq., £20 ; Mrs. Fletcher Bennett, £21. 
Alao promiMd oontribntions of £10 per annam from 
Bw C L. Beran^ Ejq., and frooi 3amael Hanaon, 
Xeq. 



The faod will be kept open till tbe end of 
the year, and contributions to it ate earnestly 
solicited. 



THE RECENT CONFERENCE IN BASLE. 



BEPORT OF THB BABLB CONFERBNOB. 

In deference to a widely expressed wish, 
the Council of the British Organization of the 
AUiance have determined to issue a full 
report, in English, of the recent Conference 
in Basle, and the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell 
has accepted fthe editorial responsibility. It 
is proposed that the volume should be 
similar in size to the report of the Geneva 
Conference (about 400 pages). All the prin- 



cipal addresses will be given in full, and 
many of them are of exceptional interest. 
The volume will be published as soon as 
the necessary translations are completed. The 
price to subscribers will be 6s. ; and it is 
hoped that a large number of friends will 
give early intimation (to the Secretaries of the 
Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London) of 
their desire to secure copies. 



ALLIANCE MEETING AT 
The 1 2 th of August will long be remembered 
by Christian friends at Weston as a season 
of much interest and spiritual reviving, owing 
to the visit of Major-General Field, O.B., one 
of the Secretaries of the Evangelical Alliance, 
who held at 4 p.m., in the Assembly-room, a 
meetings which was numerously attended, for 
the purpose of making known the ''principles 
and objects of the Alliance, and its work in 
the x>ast and present" A. Mason, Esq., was 
in the chair, and the meeting was opened 
by the Rev. W. Hunt reading a portion of 
Scripture and engaging in prayer. The Chair^ 
man spoke of his long connection with the 
Alliance as a member, and having expressed 
lus own warm interest in the society, he 
introduced General Field, who, in a very 
interesting address, pressed upon all the 
Lord's people who were present the claim of 
the Alliance for their sympathy and support 
in its great and primary object of promoting 
union and brotherly love among the Lord's 
disciples. He reminded all of the Lord's new 
Commandment, and that it was His will that 
the unity of His Church should be manifested 
as a witness to Him and His truth before an 
unbelieving world. The present need of such 
a society — whose mission it was to heal divi- 
sions and to draw together those who, while 
differing on non-essential points, were yet one 
in their desire and aim, to glorify the Lord 



WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

Jesus and to publish abroad the everlasting 
Gospel — was insisted upon, the direct and 
indirect influence of the Alliance was pointed 
out, and a very moving narrative given of the 
deprivation of religious liberty, and the per- 
secutions now being endured by brethren, in 
Austria, Bohemia, Spain, and other places. 
The faithful stand, made from the beginning, 
by the Alliance, against infidelity. Popery, 
and the desecration of the Lord's-day, was 
next shown, together with its efforts for the 
spread of the Gospel j the great blessing which 
has bten the result of the universal invita- 
tion to united prayer on the first week of each 
new year during many years past, was 
likewise expatiated upon ; and the General 
concluded by giving information regarding 
the Seventh General Conference of Christians 
of all nations to take place at Basle in the 
first week of September. A considerable sum 
given at the door evinced the practical sym- 
pathy felt, and many have since the meeting 
joined the Alliance as members. 

In the evening, at 7.30, a Gospel address 
was given in the Assembly-room by the Major- 
General, and at which there was a good at- 
tendance. 

A branch of the Alliance has been formed 
at Weston, with A. Mason, Esq., as President, 
and Colonel Elphinstone as Secretary and 
Treasurer. 



NOTTINGHAM BRANCH. 



On Wednesday evening, October 15, the 
third quarterly prayer-meeting for 1879 was 
held in the' Congregational School-room, 
Hounds Gate. The Rector of Wilford, Rev. 
£• Daves, presided, and after having read 
the third chapter of the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians, gave an appropriate address from the 
first four versesy on the cultivation of the 



spiritual life in the pursuits of heavenly 
objects in preference to earthly. The Rector 
of St. Peter^s, Rev. G. Edgcombe, led the 
congregation in prayer, and was followed by Mr. 
Sansom (Wesleyan) ; an^ then by the Rev. J. 
Bartlett, minister of Castle Gkte Congrega- 
tional Church. 
A meeting for business was held after- 
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wards, when the Secretary (Mr. W. B. 
Carter) reported the main features of the 
Conference held during the first week of 
September at Basle. The meeting unani- 
mously resolved to obaerre the Week of 
Prayer as usual, to print and circulate the 



same number of copies of the programme, 
and publish the meetings in the same way as 
in previous years. Also that the March 
quarterly meeting be held in Parliament 
Street School-room, and that the Rev. Dr. 
Lyth preside. — Nottingham Journal. 



SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 



The monthly meeting for October was 
held at the house of Samuel Watson, Esq., 
Kiug's Koad, Clapham Park. After tea and 
coffee had been served, the Rev. D. Jones, and 
Messrs. Marten Smith, Pocock, and Corderoy 
took part in the devotional exercises. 

Mr. Watson cordially welcomed the friends 
present, and then called upon the Rev. T. R. 
Sampson, of Athens (Missionary of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church of the United 
States), who said that one of the most impor- 
tant subjects under consideration at the recent 
Conference at Basle was the question of reli- 
gious liberty. The subject of religious liberty 
in Austria was discussed, and action agreed to 
be taken. But he was most interested in the 
question of religious liberty in Qreece. He 
had been connected with missionary opera- 
tions there, and was grieved to say how little 
the Greek Church had been affected by them, 
although the miRsionaries had honeycombed 
the Turkish Empire. The Greek Church 
remained a monument of the superstition 
and bigotry of the fourteenth century; she 
was completely emptied of the spirit which 
once dwelt in her, and was as destitute of in- 
spiration and life as were its ruined temples. 
It had uniformly nipped mission work in the 
bud, and station after station had been aban- 
doned. The Greek Church was like, though 
unlike, the Church of Rome ; it was at fault 
in all the cardinal points of our faith. The 
Greek Church, unlike Rome, does not present 
any cases of real piety since the fourth and 
fifth centuries, ^e bigotry of the Synod 
was extreme, forbidding the reading of the 
Scriptures in the language which the people 
understood, and insisting on the teaching of 
their catechism, and the hanging of a picture 
of the Yii^gin in every school-room and hall, 
and closing the missionary schools. The 
twenty-two newspapers of Athens devoted 
their columns to abuse of the Evangelicals, 
calling them apostate sona of Borabbas, un- 
scrupulous pedlars of conscience, emissaries of 
English and American fools. The distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures is hindered by the 
Government also, being excluded from the 
prison-houses, and from soldiers. Some 
twenty other religious books have been for- 
bidden, such as Banyan's " Pilgrim's Progress.'' 



The Constitution forbids proselytLsm, and 
special decrees of the Greek Church confirm 
the prohibition. A document closing a 
school at Athens had been forwarded by 
him to the English Government, and a 
circular sent to the signatories of the Berlin 
Treaty. Letters had also been written to 
Lord Salisbury, calling his lordship's atten- 
tion to the infringement of the Treaty. Mr. 
Sampson made an appeal on behalf of the 
suffering brethren in Thessalonica, who had 
no school for their children, like the Theesa- 
lonians of the Apostle Paul's day. They had 
given even beyond their means, sixteen or 
seventeen members of the church having 
given together £45 towards the £300 that 
was wanted for a school. In reply to a ques- 
tion by the Rev. D. Jones, Mr. Sampeon said 
he considered that the reform of the Greek 
Church from the inside was impossible, there 
being no life in it. 

The Rev. W. Arthur said that he had 
been present, with several members of the 
South London Branch, at the recent Con- 
ference at Basle, which might be designated 
the Seventh GScumenical Council — ^the second 
that has been held in Switierland, the first 
being held at Geneva. He said there were 
present representatives from France, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Italy, G(ennany,and Greece, 
from Constantinople, from China and India, 
as well as Engli^ and American brethren. 
Basle was remarkable as being the seat of two 
mission-houses — one in the town, and the 
other on a hill about five miles from the city— 
and was connected with early reform move- 
ments. He referred to the princely hospitality 
of Mr. Sarasin, at Riehen, and to the large 
attendances at the various meetings, and ex- 
pressed his conviction as to the good results 
which would follow. Mr. Arthur then re- 
ferred to the evangelical work going on at 
Rome. 

Mr. Alexander McArthur, ii.?., stated 
that it had been decided to send a deputation 
to Vienna on the subject of the persecutions 
in Bohemia. The Rev. D. Jones referred to 
the evangelical work in Geneva. After 
singing the Doxology,the company retired for 
refreshments. 
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DECEMBER, 1879. 
THE MONTH. 

"We can scarcely overrate the importance of the events now taking place in Ire- 
land. The anti-rent movement, as it is termed, but which is, in fact, the latest 
and most perilous development of the agitation on the subject of land tenure 
generally, led by Mr. Parnell, has attained a truly formidable height. The 
language used on many occasions has doubtless been of an inflammatory character, 
and such as is especially dangerous when addressed to an excitable and iuipulsive 
people like the Irish. Men are bound to abide by their engagements, however 
hardly they may press upon themselves, and tenant farmers certainly form no 
exception to the rule. The counsel, therefore, to such men, to pay no rent, or only 
such rent as they may And convenient, and yet to retain possession of their farms 
— to " stick to the soil,'' as it is termed, — is advice which cannot be too strongly 
reprobated, tending, as it does, alike to practical dishonesty, to a violation of the 
law, and to breaches of the public peace. It is not by such means that any further 
alteration of the land laws can be made, holdings divided or multiplied, the present 
landlords bought out, or a " peasant proprietory ** established on the soil. In the 
interests of public safety, it is therefore needful that a watch should be kept on the 
sayings of the agitators, and that all utterances really perilous to the public peace 
should be with vigour and promptitude suppressed. This duty, however, is one of 
tlie greatest difficulty, since any arbitrary exercise of authority, and especially any 
straining of the law, is not only improper in itself, but aggravates the very dangers 
it is intended to prevent. Whether the Government, therefore, have acted wisely in 
arresting the three speakers charged with seditious language at Gurteen, the result 
alone can show. The arrest itself has, for the present, but intensified the excite- 
ment; and an immense mass meeting, held in the Hotunda, Dublin, presided over 
by Mr. Gray (who has not himself been identified with the anti-rent movement), 
and addressed by Mr. Parnell, H.P., has vigorously denounced the action of the 
Gk>vemment, and even attributed it to a desire, on the part of the Ministry, to goad 
the people of Ireland into open iusurrection, and thus take occasion to crush entirely 
the movement in favour of an alteration in the tenure of the land. Such an im- 
putation, however unfounded, shows the difficulty of dealing with a people so excited, 
and the dangers attendant upon almost any course which, in a country so disturbed, 
a Government may have decided to adopt. But it is only fair to say that at this 
meeting, however otherwise tumultuous, the speakers did not use the language of 
sedition, and enjoined upon all engaged in the agitation to be careful both of their 
words and deeds, so that by the moderation of their tone, and their orderly 
demeanour and conduct, they might disprove the charges brought against them, 
and vindicate the agitation itself from undeserved reproach. How far this counsel 
may have been suggested by the decisiye action of the Cabinet, it is, of course, 
impossible to ascertain ; but as regards the advice itself, it should be remembered 
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that it is far easier to excite popular passions than to alky them, when excited, and 
that a heavy responsibility rests on all who lightly, and without adequate justifi- 
cation, enkindle amongst a susceptible people feelings of resentment and indignation, 
which need bat a spark to fire them into open insurrection. 



The agitation in Ireland has ghren rise to rumours of an alarming character, to 
which, however, we apprehend but little credence can be attached. Reports of a 
Fenian rising, of preconcerted action between the Fenians of America and Ireland, 
and even of the secret supply (by war-ships !) of stores of arms and ammunition for 
the disaffected, are everywhere rife. The actual state of things is serious enough, 
without credence being given to these exaggerated and absurd delusions — ^the result 
of imagination worked upon by fear. We are glad to learn that the Irish Govern- 
ment are making provision to meet the distress in the districts where it is most 
expected to prevail, by removing difficulties in the way of landlords obtaining loans 
to enable them to employ the peasantry in public and necessary works. This is to 
be effected by an Order in Council, applicable to the places specified therein. It is 
to be hoped these, with other extraordinary measures likely to be taken, will materi- 
ally mitigate the force of the calamity. 



The Premier's speech at the banquet in Guildhall had been anticipated with much 
eager curiosity, but .can hardly be said to convey any decided indication of the 
policy which, in the future, with relation either to the Eastern Question or to our 
foreign relations generally, the Cabinet is likely to pursue. All reference to the 
reluctance of Turkey to fulfil the engagements imposed on her by the Treaty of 
Berlin was studiously avoided, and Lord Beaconsfield confined himself to a coursgeous 
congratulation of his audience on the results of the recent war in Afghanistan, and 
on the iDcreased security thereby gained for our Indian frontier. The difficulties in 
the way of inducing the Porte to perform its promises must, as we now know, have 
been at that moment specially present to his mind ; but on these he doubtless deemed 
it, for various reasons, impolitic to touch, and dwelt rather upon themes adapted to 
raise the spirits of his hearers, and to awaken in them anticipations, as regards this 
nation, of coming welfare and prosperity. And if his references to our foreign policy 
eschewed topics likely to depress his audience, his remarks upon domestic matters 
generally, and in particular on the state of trade and commerce in the country, were 
doubtless intended to cheer and to encourage those who hung upon his words. In 
these respects there undoubtedly is improvement in our midst, but the progress is 
inevitably slow; whilst the state and prospects of agriculture are still such as to fill 
the minds of all lovers of their country with serious misgivings. Humours, too, of 
possible further diplomatic difficulties with Russia do not tend to the restoration of 
public confidence. Were the prospects of peace in Europe more decidedly assured, 
trade throughout the Continent would receive an impetus from which Great Britain 
herself would be certain to derive, equally with other nations, the most substantial 
and enduring benefit. 

» 

Attention has once more been directed, by the authority of the British Govern- 
ment, to the non-execution by Turkey of her long-promised and as long delayed 
measures of reform. Over the recent diplomatic communications between Sir Henry 
Layard and the Sultan a cloud of mystery still hangs ; but this much is known, that 
a remonstrance was addressed to the Porte on the non-fulfilment of its promises, 
and a demand made for canying out such changes as were, by the Engliah Cabinet, 
deemed essential and imperative. The recent movements of the British Fleets im- 
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plying possible ooercion in caae of xehaal, are soppoeed to liave influenoed the 
Tarkiah Ministry — albeit taking exception, in the first instanoe, to England's daim 
to interpose — ^ultimately to submit to Sir Henry Layard certain draft measures of 
reform. Our Ambassador, however, doubtless to the surprise of the Sultan's Cabinet, 
waa not satisfied, and required an effective militia, protection for efficient governors 
against intrigue, and a pledge for the progressive reform of the administrative system 
of the empire. These points, too^ were conceded ; but we fear that there is but 
small ground for hope that these promises will be better fulfilled than those which 
have preceded them, or that any real relief will be afforded to the oppressed and im- 
poverished country by any pressure which our Government may put upon the Porte. 
It is not for us to assume that no steps whatever will be taken to give effect to the 
changes on which Sir Henry Layard now insists, but previous experience and know- 
ledge of the Turkish character combine to reduce our expectations to a minimum. 
Already, it would seem, some obstacle to immediate practical action is discovered to 
exist Baker Pasha has been appointed administrator or superintendent of the 
reforms to be carried out in Asia Minor ; and another Pasha, we learn, has objected 
to the composition of his staff. To most Englishmen the appointment of Baker Pasha 
himself to such an office would perhaps seem most open to objection. It is not, 
however, for us to oritunse the instruments which the Turkish Government may 
ohoose for the execution of its work — such criticism we may leave to the Turks 
themselves ; but if such an incident as that above noticed may delay or even prevent 
the Sultan's signature to a decree, many others of scarcely more importance may 
cause it to be postponed sine die. 



Rumours still obtain respecting the closeness of the relations now subsisting 
between the Governments of the Sultan and the Czar. The Russian Government 
has, it is stated, urged the Porte to carry into effect the reforms demanded by the 
British Government with the slightest possible delay. 

Affiiirs in Afghanistan still remain in an unsettled and disturbed condition. 
Marauding tribes still occasion much uneasiness, although their most recent attacks 
have been successfully repelled. We are glad to pbeerve that the very serious con- 
dition of Indian finance is at length attracting the attention of Indian statesmen of 
all parties, and that the affairs of India generally are beginning to receive the 
attention they deserve. This may perhaps be an advantage resulting to ub from 
the war in A%haniatan. From South Africa we learn that the aspect of affairs 
in the Transvaal has become less threatening. 

The question of the reforms in Cuba, now before the Spanish Cortea, including 
the abolition of slavery in the island, has occasioned great excitement in that 
colony; and some disturbances have occurred, in consequence of the hostility of 
the planters to the proposed emancipation, but not to any serious extent. Should 
this measure be eventually carried in the Cortes, the friends of religion and 
humanity will have abundant reason to rejoice. A new Ministry has been 
formed in Italy under Signer Cairoli; but the change is not likely to have any 
effect upon the foreign policy of that country. 



Once more has the writ of suspension been put in force against the recusant 
Incumbent of St. Alban's. Perhaps, indeed, that is too strong an affirmation, for 
we learn that although on the 23rd of November the decree of Lord Penzance was 
affixed to the church doors, Mr. Mackonochie nevertheless preached and celebrated 
the Communion in defiance of authority. We presume that this reverend gentleman 
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aspires now to be regarded as the leader and the chief of the malcontent and oon- 
tnmacious clergy. For eleven years he has done almost exactly as he liked. Regard- 
less of the fact that he was the accredited minister of a National Church, sustained 
and upheld by national law — a Church with definite formularies and a definite 
belief — he has acted in all respects as if he were the minister of an independent 
community, bound by no law, restrained by no liturgy or creed, and free to preach 
whatever doctrine, and, in public worship, to adopt whatever practice he might 
choose. More than that, he has shown himself determined in spirit to violate the 
law, even although sometimes, though only when it suited his purpose, he might 
affect to keep it in the letter. He has, in fact, proved himself a master of the art of 
equivocation and evasion, and utterly regardless of all recognized authorities and 
courts, both ecclesiastical and civil. He has pleaded the higher authority of the 
Church when he has refused obedience to the monition of a secular Court ; and he 
has appealed to a purely secular tribunal when a Church Court declared against him, 
and decreed his suspension from his office. His plea of conscience, therefore, in the 
estimation of all impartial and reasonable men, must be regarded as invalid. His 
one aim seems to be to preach and teach what he styles " Catholic " doctrine, and to 
adopt " Catholic " usages and rites within a Protestant Church, established by the 
State, and by which those doctrines and those usages are alike forbidden ! Can such 
an end, sought to be attained by such means, be regarded as honest, manly, and 
upright ? To us it appears to violate the first principles of social morality, no less 
than the higher principles of Christian sincerity and fidelity to conscience and to God. 



The two meetings held last month, in Exeter Hall and St. James's Hall 
respectively, "in defence of the Prayer Book" as it is, were convened and 
organized by the zeal and energy of the Vicar of East Brent; and the large 
and influential attendance at these gatherings, the tone taken by the leading 
speakers, and the uncompromising character of the resolutions so unanimously 
passed, clearly indicate the strength, vigour, and determination of the Ritualistic 
party. Convocation, as our readers are aware, have approved of a number of 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission which sat from 1871 to 1874 to 
consider the subject of liturgical revision. The changes suggested are of minor 
importance, but the simple fiict that change has been proposed, and that 
such change, if it be made, will be effected by parliamentary authority, 
has aroused the cry that the Prayer Book is in danger, and, under the 
leadership of Archdeacon Denison, has rallied the Ritualistic hosts to its defence. 
The prevailing sentiment of the meetings was clearly put by the President of 
the Church of England's Working Men's Association, who stated that^ " as a legis- 
lative assembly in secular matters, they honoured Parliament, but to legislate in 
ecclesiastical matters touching worship and ritual was beyond them." The speaker 
and those who cheered him found it convenient to ignore the fact that the Church 
of England being not a mere denomination, but a national institution, maintained as 
such by the authority of the law, the power of the Legislature over it must remain 
complete. To meet the growing hostility felt not only by Ritualists, but by various 
sections of Churchmen, to parliamentary interference with Church matters, Con- 
vocation has, indeed, prepared a Bill to provide, as occasion may arise, for the amend- 
ment of rites and ceremonies — a Bill which confers upon that body the initiative 
power, and allows to Parliament nought but the privilege of a veto measure, of say- 
ing either yea or nay ; but all parties in the Church must alike know that neither 
that Bill, nor any like it, has a chance of being passed by Parliament. 
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[From our own Correspondent.] 

FariB, November 16, 1879. 

0PENI2?a OF IHB NEW PROTESTANT COLLSOB 

IN PARIS. 

The event of the month for French Pro- 
testantism is the opening of the new College 
prepared by the Government for the Theo- 
logical Faculty. The Faculty itself has been 
in existence three years, cradled in a dilapi- 
dated building, whose four rooms, opening 
on to a straight corridor, were anything but 
commodious, and hidden from any but the 
fond eye of those who cherished the hope of 
growth and blessing for the Protestant Churches 
in this small beginning. The two dozen works 
on the book-shelves have grown into a library 
of 2,000 volumes, and the seven students 
have increased to forty. The buildings 
lately opened are behind the Observatoire, 
on the Boulevard Arago ; one building con- 
tains chambers for the students, and the other 
the class-rooms, library, rotunda for 200, and 
*' the Faculty." It was in the rotunda that 
the official opening took place, in the pre- 
sence of M. Albert Dumont, Dean of the 
Faculties; M. Gr^d, Rector of the Uni- 
versity; M. Flourens and M. G. Guizot, 
of the Administration of Public Worship; 
M. WUrtz and M. Friedel, of the Faculty of 
Science ; cf all the Protestant professors, the 
students, and many pastors. A few ladies 
were also present M. Jules Ferry presided. 
His speech showed the good understanding 
which exists between the Reformed Church 
and the State, and declared that there is no 
hostile feeling between the present Govern- 
ment and religion, when religion seeks not 
temporal aggranditsement or political power. 
After a touching allusion to Strasburg, and 
the catastrophe which uprooted the French 
Protestant Faculty there, throwing it like a 
shipwrecked mariner upon Paris, to be re- 
ceived and restored to existence, he added: 
*' You know the title which is given to you 
by the decree which transferred you to Paris 
— ' Mixed Faculty' [Lutheran and Reformed] 
— which means that by your very existence 
you give a high example of union and re- 
ligious fraternity, of broad Liberalism and 
sound toleiation ; that on your threshold 
ceases the sectarian spirit of hate, which I 
call the rcKhitisme of religion and caricature 
of the GospeL Here you will work, side by 



side, in concert, even as formerly your fathers, 
the old proscribed Protestants, struggled, suf- 
fered, and passed side by side through such 
prolonged persecutions. (Great applause.) 
You are a Faculty belonging to the Univer- 
sity. Your school of divinity (seminaire) 
is an institution of the State. The legisla- 
tors of the year X., penetrat^ with the spirit 
of 1 789, thought that the State should not 
be absolutely foreign to the work of recruit- 
ing the body of religious teachers. The State 
has here its proper place, and it keeps it, 
while it respects the liberty and the rights of 
the Churches. As guardian of the terrestrial 
body politic and of social tranquillity, it can- 
not be indifferent to a teaching which is so 
decisive in the existence of society ; and as 
guardian of human knowledge, it should be 
to all serious teaching the most tolerant and 
liberal of masters. Between the Church and 
the State there is but a question of frontiers. 
Dogma belongs to the Church, science belongs 
to the State. All is settled by the supremacy 
of the State, full of deference, and by the 
independence of the Church, full of respect 
Here all is easy. Not only is yours a re- 
ligion of liberty, but a school of liberty. 
Protestantism has been in modern history 
the first form of liberty. (Great applause.) 
I salute you in the name of the Government 
of the Republic as a friendly power. We 
depend upon you, as you may depend upon 
us — upon our interest and our sympathy." 
(Applause.) The Dean, M. Lichtenberger, 
and Pastor Yiguier, Professor of Practical 
Theology, then spoke, and closed the pro- 
ceedings with prayer. 

HOME MISSION WORK. 

The Hisnon Intirieure, whose funds wese 

waxing low, has received, in reply to a cry 

of genuine distress, gifts sufficient to carry on 

its energetic work. Now it is afloat, it calk 

for hands; surely never were they more 

needed. The facilities for speaking, printing, 

distribution, are great, and the ear of the 

people in many parts can be gained ; and that 

hearts may be reached is proved daily. But, 

as yet, it is but a few volunteers who have 

opened a skirmishing fire, so to speak ; a more 

complete rising of Gospel witnesses is needed. 

If sll who know the Lord in France were to 

come forward, each in the sphere appointed 

to him by the Master, every man using his 
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« talent^" we should soon see gnat things. | 
Instead of mere approbation or diaappiolNktion, 
we should see souls won, and .... yigoiotu 
peisecution ! Where the azmj of Gk)d arises 
to the prey, the emissaries of the evil one 
troop up. It is now as ever ; the liberty which 
rejoices those who axe aeddng the real good 
of France becomes anarchy in the hands of 
the mistaken, the blind, and the ignonmt. 
The intense spirit of hate which the return 
of the proscribed of 1871 has exdted in 
those who have learnt nothing during the 
last eight yean, shows what lies at the 
bottom, and ma^gbe stirred up any day. 

TWO EtnOOKB OF FRANCS. 

After remarking upon the perils of ignor- 
ance, a Republican journal points out two 
enemies of the Republic, of which it speaks 
as follows : ''The first is the 'clerical enemy f 
it is powerfully oiganized, and its influence 
extends over the whole land. We must fight 
it to the death, by saving our children from 
its detestable influence, and by not letting it 
come forth from the threshold of its temples, 
or allowing it to mix in the business of the 
State. The second enemy of our institutionB 
is the ' authoritative Socialist element,' which 
recruits its adherents in our industrial centres, 
where the workmen have no time for getting 
knowledge. Only a few read and write at all. 
These have passed through the clerical schools, 
where they have been imbued with autho- 
ritative theories; and, arrived at manhood, 
under the pressure of want and misery, they 
have passed from the religion of Catholicism to 
that of Socialism. Of yore they assented to 
the strangest dogmas ; now they accept, un- 
discussed, the most impracticable theories. 
The 'notion of possibility escapes them.* 
They believed in the curb's miracles ; now they 
believe in the social ones promised them by 
their new teachers." What these are the 

CONQRESS OF WORKmO KBN AT MABSEILLES 

has shown. Protests against their doctrines 
are being signed by respectable republican 
workmen in various cities, as subversive and 
absurd. The ManeUlaiw journal declares that 
the reign of the bourgwitie is over ! " There 
is no more marrow in those dry bones. 
Thirty years ago the Republie was compromised 
and killed by the bourgecuie ; it can now be 
saved only by the people. Soon will be the 
advent of the people; soon wOl come the 
ruling sway of the working men. The re- 
public of Florence was never better governed 
than when it had as its supreme head a 
working wool-carder, Michael Ijiudo. The 
French republic will find, to regenerate and 



save it, legislators less incapable than the 
363, governors less nil than the Waddingtons^ 
Le Royers, and Andrieuxes. ItwiUfiodyithaa 
already found, and well knows, its MichnftT 
Laudoe ! * Some of the conclusions come to 
by the Congress were the ''abolition of 
prisons," the " legitimacy of atrikes," the 
*' separation of the working dasses from the 
bourgeoisie/' the admission of women to 
public political life and study," " collective 
property* of tools and instruments of labouiv 
etc., etc 

DR. SOXSRVILLK'S SUCCMBB 

in Roman Cktholic cities has once more 
proved that manly, unoontroveraial statements 
of the Gbspel will at the*present moment gain 
the people's heart Even in Ktmea the at- 
traction was so great that, according to a 
private account, were he to return, no build- 
ing would be large enough to contain &e 
eager listeners. A rich man who expected 
an attack upon his Church and Pope, had placed 
four men who were to watch for a sign from 
him to make a disturbance ; but, after listen* 
ing awhile, he slipped towards them and said, 
" Do nothing ; all this is good and beautiful V 
The only scomers seem to have been the 
Protestant Rationalists. The session of 

THB 8TK0D OF THE FREE CHURCHES, 

interesting as it was, seems to have left no 
veiy great impression. It was held in Octo- 
ber, and opened by a sermon preached by M. 
Pastor Hollard upon Christian liberty. The 
President was Dr. Fisch, who read a glowing 
report of the labours of the Synodal Com- 
mission. Two new churches have requested 
admission. M. Pastor Pozzy took a daiker view 
of matters ; according to him, there are dimi- 
nution and backsliding, rather than progress. 
M. Pastor EL Bamaud gave a lively account 
of the different Churches, with their respec- 
tive characteristics. Dr. de Presaens^ said 
he was convinced of the weakness of the 
Churches, but the gain in general was more 
than the loss. Without being triumphant, 
their principles are maintained, and have made 
good progress. " It is a great thing that our 
Churches can say, after thirty years, in which 
they have vanquished such great obstacles, 
* We have lived !'" The extreme penury of 
some, and the unequal salaries of their pas- 
tors, brought on the question of a central fnnd, 
but the idea of such a fund was, after pro- 
longed discussion, rejected. 



THE PR0TS8TAKT CHURCH AT VKRSAILLBS 

being about to be rebuilt, the congregation, 
through the efforts of M. Jules ^vre, who 
has married a Protestant and is himscJf an 
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fcttenduity have sacnied the temporarj' use of 
k loom under the (Eil de Boeufy in the cele- 
imled palaee of that toivn, and thcfe ito 



wonhip is regalarlj condaeted. Louis zrr. 
never foresaw Protestant woishtp in his own 
palaflft. 



SPAIN. 

POLICT OP THE GOVERNMENT ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 



The following artide, translated from the 
.Bim PMieo (Minorca) of the 15th October, 
gives an account of the ddiberate action of 
tiie Spanish Govenmifiat on '' the Rdigtons 
QveBtion" : — 

The Spanish Bevolntion of 1868 carried 
xeligioss tolexance to Feniando Po, bat when 
tba Restoration [of the Spanish Monarehj] 
was oonanmmated, the Govemor-Geneial 
of that island proposed to the Government 
that Catholic nnity should be established 
again. Then followed the Royal Order of 
S3rd October, 1876, interpreting in the 
restrictive sense the 11th Article of the 
Constitution; and this the Governor pub- 
liahed, authorised the closing of the Sunday- 
school of the Methodist Mission thtte estab- 
lished, and expelled the Protestant miasion- 
azies; one of them, Mr. Holland, being 
director of the ichooL On this the 
Minirter-Plenipotentiary of Great Britain in 
Qpaxa took action; the expulsion of the 
Piotestsnt missionaries was disapproved, and 
Mr. Holland was informed that he nught 
zetam to Fernando Fo whenever he plessed. 
At length, the Council of State being con- 
sulted by the Government in Madrid respect- 
ing the Protestant missions and the establish- 
ment of religious unity in Fernando Po, has 
made its report, and the Government has 
accordingly published its Royal Order in 
the Madrid Gazette. 

From this document it appears that the 
Governor of Fernando Po had decreed the 
expulsion of a Methodist mission from that 
colony, under the persuasiou that the 
moment had come when Spain ought not 
to admit nor suffer any other sort of worship 
in her possessions in the Gulf of Guinea 
than the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman. 
The antecedents of this subject are that the 
Catholic missions, not being supported by 
Spanish coloni^ition in that archipelsgo, 
eould not contend against the Methodists^ who 
had their support in an English population, 
partly settled and partly floating ; and that 
the inhabitants of those islauds, b^g pre- 
pared to abandon idolatry, preferred to join 
the Methodists, with whom they would find 
much greater assistance to that end, inde- 
pendently of the religious truth they taught. 
Therefore the Supreme Government did 



not approve of the measure taken by the 
Governor-General, but, on the contrary, had 
recently suppressed the allowance of money 
for the support of the Catholic missions. 
The following paragraphs of the decbion of 
Government to which we refer are so explicit, 
that we think they should be given in 
f uU :— 

"The Government does not admit that, 
with the slow and partial labours of these 
missions, we can extinguish the English 
influence, and rather believe that, fsr from 
increasing our own, we should damage the 
interests of Spain, if, with religious obstinacy, 
we were to stir up the opposition of the 
inhabitants against ourselves by always im- 
prudently offending those feelings of religion 
which are ever ardent in men of African 
descent. It understands that the religious 
exclusiveness in Fernando Po is anti-social 
and impolitic, for it has been lately found that 
the advancement of culture effected by 
Protestant missions represents the general 
interests of civilization, and redounds to the 
benefit of Spain, whose sovereignty in those 
possessions hss not been contested by any 
nation, our laws having been obeyed even in 
the times when English citizens have governed 
there in the name of Spain. And therefore 
it concludes with proposing that the messnre 
adopted by the Governor be disapproved, and 
that no alteration be made in what had been 
previously established. 

'*Tbe Council, in its consultation, examines 
two principal questions : First, whether the 
proposal of the Governor of Fernando Po as 
to the re-establishment of the Catholic unity 
in that island should be agreed to ; seeondf 
whether supposing that it be allowed, that 
the measure be adopted dictated by the 
Governor of the island when he published 
the Royal Order of October 23, 1876, then 
in force on the Peninsula, as determining the 
application of the 11th Article of the Con- 
stitution of the State. It is the opinion 
of the Council that the Constitution now in 
force in the kingdom provides an easy and 
complete solution to both questions. That 
11th Article, at the same time that the 
Catholic religion is that of the State, and 
while the nation binds itself to maintain the 
I worship and ministers thereof, establishes 
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[the principle] that no one shall he tronhled 
within Spanish territoiy for his religions 
opinions, nor for the exercise of his peculiar 
worship, BO long as he ohserves the respect 
due to Christian morality ; but it determines 
that no other ceremoaies nor public mani- 
festations be permitted except those of the 
religion of the State. The Council thinks 
that this Article is applicable to all the 
Spanish territory, and therefore applies to 
the island of Fernando Po ; yet in such a 
manner that although it be not maintained 
that the Constitution of the Monarchy is 
entirely in force in all its possessions, it must 
be admitted that it has full force, and resolves 
negatively, in this particular, the present 
question ; for the said llth Article is 
opposed to the exclusion of the exercise of 
dissenting forms of worship in any part v^t- 
ever of the Spanish Monarchy, 

''The Council thinks, however, that the 
spirit of Catholic missions ought to be 
encouraged, in order that they may contend 
with Protestants, and therefore proposes : 
First, that (the Government) does not proceed 
to accept the procedure of the Catholic unity 
in Fernando Po. Second, that it does not 
proceed to approve the resolution of the 
Governor of the island, commanding the 
Royal Order of 23rd October, 1876, to be 
observed therein. Third, that maintaining 
the state of toleration with Protestant missions, 
if the Government comes to undeistand that 
the number of Catholics shall have so in- 
creased that it may be necessary to dictate 
special rules for the application at Fernando 
Po of the llth Article of the Constitu> 
tion, it may so do, taking into account the 



religious state and peculiar dicumstanoes of 
those territories, and proceeding with, the 
greatest moderation in the matter. Fauiih^ 
that in order to attain the ends now indicated, 
it is advisable, and indeed it is indispena&ble. 
to re-establish and to propagate the Catholic 
missions and educational establishments in 
the possessions in the Gulf of Guinea." 

So far the Council of State, in conformity 
with which his Majesty the King, in accord 
with the Coundl of Ministers, has resolved, as 
it appears in the Gazette; directing farther 
that the Ministry of Ultramar do forthwith 
propose what is advisable for the political 
and administrative reformation of the present 
organization of the possessions of Spain in the 
Gulf of Guinea, endeavouring that provisioii 
be diligently made for the re-establishment of 
Catholic missions and instruction, in order 
that the doctrines of religion, and elements of 
the moral education that is wanting, may be 
diffused among the native**. 

And so far the Bien Publico. The obvious 
conclusion of the whole matter is that since 
the restoration of the Bourbon dynasty in 
Spain, a party in the Government together 
with the Romish priests, has been reluctantly 
submitting to religious liberty, and is now 
bent on getting rid of it, if possible. But 
the British Government has withstood this 
intolerance; the Spanish people in general, 
and the most intelligent and patriotic leaders 
of public opinion in particular, have not 
submitted to it since the publication of the 
Liberal Constitution of 1869 ; and Spain has 
awakened (rem its latest dream of excluding 
the religion of the Reformation. 



ITALY! 

ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE ITALIAN CHURCH. 



Florence, Oct 16, 1879'. 

The tenth General Assembly of the Free 
Italian Church met, and was solemnly consti- 
tuted, on 14th inst., in the old church of San 
Jacopo tra fossi here, with a noble Gospel 
sermon from Rev. Aleesandro Gavazzi. The 
veteran Evangelist discoursed from 1 Thes> 
salonians ii. 4 : " As we were allowed of God 
to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so 
we speak -, not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hearts.'' The text was 
richly opened up, and illustrated under the 
three topics of the privilege, the sanctity, and 
the disinterestedness of our vocation as 
preachers of the everlasting Gospel. 

The inaugural proceedings were scarcely 
over, and the thirty-nine deputies from 



twenty* eight churches had but presented 
their commissions, when the venerable 
Btionaventura Mazzarella spoke from an 
overflowing heart about our '' hearts being 
tried by God," to which the preacher had 
just alluded. The words of this aged ser- 
vant of Christ on this, as on various other 
occasions when he addressed the Assembly, 
were listened to with rapt attention. He and 
the Evangelist and Church of Genoa, of 
which he is an Elder, had spontaneously 
asked admission into the Free Italian Church 
six months ago, and had been most cordially 
received. His presence in Florence was one 
of the great events of the Assembly. He was 
enthusiastically received by a large band of 
the brethren on his arrival at the station, 
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And accompanied on Iub departure to the 
railway by the whole body of deputies. It 
^vnu not 80 much that he is a member of the 
Xtalian Parliament, and a judge of the 
Supreme Court of Appeal, as well as the 
'writer of some of the best works on phi- 
losophy, but rather because of his life4ong 
devotion to evangelistic labour, and never 
xnore earnestly than at the present time, and 
Ids hearty acceptance of the Confession and 
Constitution of the Free Italian Church, that 
lie found himself surrounded by the afifec- 
tionate sympathies of the brethren, and 
especially of the nine evangelists present, 
'who had studied for the ministry under him 
and Desanetis in Gtenoa, many years ago. It 
was a great joy to see Gavazzi and him elected 
Tespectively President and Vice-President of 
the Assembly, and seated together in con- 
ference about the interests of the kingdom 
of Christ in Italy. The nomination of the 
secretaries, and of the various committees for 
business, and for the revision of accounts, and 
of the Evangelization Committee procedure, 
and other formalities, brought to a dose the 
opening sitting. 

Advantage was taken of the presence in 
Florence of an Italian explorer of Palestine 
of twenty-four years standing, the Cavaliere 
Dr. Pierotti, to have three lectures from him 
at the commencement of the evening meet- 
ings. This was a feature of great interest 
and edification. No one could listen to the 
descriptive narrative of the cave of Machpelah, 
and the children of Israel in the desert, and 
the scenes of our Lord's ministry, without 
having his faith strengthened, and many 
passages of the Bible cleared of all am- 
biguity. 

The adoption of an excellent manual of 
procedure, which by last Assembly had been 
sent down for the consideration of the local 
churches, was the principal business of the 
Assembly. After perusal and prolonged 
d^iliberation at three sederunts, it was una- 
nimously approved and ordered to be printed, 
as a suitable guide in regard to the duties 
and rights of members, ministers, and 
churches. 

The ^Ye statutory reports presented to the 
Assembly bore evidence of internal peace, 
earnest work, and divine blessing. The 
Secretary, while regretting the absence of 
the deputy from Naples, through sudden 
indisposition, and of various other brethren, 
recounted the labours of the past year, telling 
of the adhesion of Genoa, a mother of 
churches, the entrance of Rev. John Thomas, 
a devoted labourer in the island of Sardinia, 



and the urgent appeals from Airolo, Bergamo* 
and many other places for preachers. 

Mr. Haskard again told how the infant 
fund, confided to his care five years ago, was 
growing to manhood, there being now 18,000 
francs to the credit of the account of aged 
and infirm evangelists, their widQWS and 
orphans. Signor Gavazzi reporting as to 
deputations abroad, described in his liveliest 
style the steady downpour of rain, the toil- 
some journeys, as well as the enthusiastic 
welcome and kind help which had every- 
where been afforded in England and Scot- 
land. Professor Henderson, in classic phrase, 
went over the work of the College in Home 
with its eighteen students, and the loving 
labour of Messrs. Roenneke and Piggott, 
supplying so ably for the present the want of 
a professor of exegesis. 

But perhaps the greatest curiosity pre- 
vailed to hear the report of Rev. Mr. 
McDougall, the Treasurer, for the stagna- 
tion of trade and the prevalence of bad 
times had made themselves felt as Beriously 
in Italy as in other lands. The Treasurer, 
therefore, having spoken of the practical and 
business-like procedure of the Intermissionary 
Conference, and referred, as Foreign Secretary, 
to the many generous and energetic friends 
whom God had raised up for this Church in 
Great Britain and America, went into detail 
as to the legacies of Signora Gaidici and Dr. 
Hugh Miller, the aonual grant from the 
Italian Government for the Roman schools, 
and the deeply interesting letter of the 
Ministers of Education, and many other 
matters. He then showed such a gratifying 
balance in hand, and the prospect of a similar 
state of things at the end of the financial 
year, in December, that when he closed with 
the expression of his and his hearers all- 
absorbing feeling of gratitude to God, and 
called for an immediate public acknowledge- 
ment of God's guiding hand and gracious 
providence in all their affairs, the whole 
Assembly was bowed before God in most 
humble and affecting accents of praise and 
thankfulness. 

The best methods of evangelization formed 
the subject of earnest discussion on one 
occasion, while on another the Assembly 
went the round of the Churches, and briefly 
heard the story of their needs, difficulties, 
and progress. 

Communion services were presented by 
Signor Gavazzi from Jersey to the Church 
of Brescia, from Campbeltown to the Church 
of Genoa, and from Brighton to the Church 
of BasBignana. 
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The new Bvangdintkni Oomnittee was 
elected in tlie penons of MeHis. Gavisn, 

Mazzarella, Lagomanmo^ Boxgia aad Matiani, 
aad miicli intexeBt was cnated by the admir- 
able addiesaes of Uvea Sooldi mioistexa, 
Meeaza. Onnond, of Stiding, and Rcuaell and 
McCnlloch, of Qonroek. 

On the last day of meeting, a discnaBioQ on 
finance took plaee» which wonld hare done 
bottbnf to any pariiamentary amembly. A 
letter and piopoaal from Rev. R. & Aafaton, 
of LondoBJ who was unavoidably absent, bad 
been stzennotisly sapported by Signor QaTaui, 
80 that a committee had been appoiDted to 
consider the best way of incxeasing the 
liberality of the Chxxxches. The report was 
presented, and led to a thoioiigh and practical 
debate, &nd the adoption of the envelope 
plan of gathering the weekly collections, 
which we trust will be as successfnl in Italy 
as it has proved in England and Belginm. 
The President pat the plan in operation at 
once in the Assembly, and the envelopes 
yielded 83fr. 

After a prayer for the King of Italy, the 
presentation of school medals, the passing of 
votes of thanks to the many helpers of the 
work, and the approval of the minutes, Signor 
Gavazzi pronounced a thrilling clonng address, 
turging faithful and abounding labour in the 
cause of Christ, and the brethren separated. 

John B. MgDouqall. 



A PABIBH BB0EDIN6 7B0X BOMB. 

The panshioners of Bicaldone, a town in 
the province of Acqui, have just elected them- 
selves into an independent church, which, 
by a decree emanating from themselves, is 
formally placed ** under the high protection 



of his Mf^esfy King Hnmbot and llie kwa 
of the State,** and is pvodsinied to be *' fne 
aad independent of the Conxts of Borne smd 
Acqui, which are aBti-nala0naiand destnustive 
of liberty." The dnaen fiist pastor of the 
new and fsee Church of Bicaldone is the Rev. 
Melcfaiades Qeloeo^ whose nominatiQa to tiie 
office of parish priest, although he was twice 
elected nnanimonsly by the parishioiwriy wm 
annalled by the Bishop. This gentleman, it 
is said, thinks bat lightly of oonfession nd 
absolution, and does not believe in etenud 
punishment. 

THE LATB BKV. J. LAXOmUL 

The death of ^e Bev. John Land^ took 
place at Qenoa, on the 5hid nh. Mr. T^T*4^f 
was the eldest eon of Dr. Landds, of Begenl^s 
Paric Chapel. He was edncated at Regeulfs 
Park College, and did some years of usefol 
and happy work m a pastorate at Kixkcaldy. 
Shortly after his yonngest brother, Mr. Vfau 
Landeis, became associated with Mr. WalTs 
Mission in Bome, the deceased f ^ a former 
yearning for a missionttry career revive wxtli 
great intensity. Eneouniged to b^eve tbnt 
the Italian climate would not injoiioaaly 
affect him, he applied to the Baptist BGsston* 
axy Society, and after honourably passing the 
needful examinatiims, was designated to tiie 
newly-opened field of labour. He went out 
with the confidence of all who knew him, 
and was followed with sanguine hopes of 
great usefulness. It was soon apparent that 
he had ^cial aptitude for the undertaking, 
and his committee were cheered by good 
tidings of his progreis, not only from hii 
own graphic pen, but from various visitors to 
Italy. The immediate cause of death 
typhoid fever. 



GERMANY. 



IFrom onr own Correspondent.] 
, Prussia, Nov. 17, 1879. 

THE PRUSSIAN PAJILIAHEMT. 

The two Chambers of the Prussian Parlia- 
ment were opened by the £mperor on the 
28th of last month. The speech from the 
Throne mentions no religious questions, and 
none such are likely to be brought forward this 
session. The sew Minister for Public Woiship 
is constantly made the object of personal attack, 
and once or twice, in after-dinner speeches, 
he has rather overstepped the limits of official 
prudence, and thus given weapons into the 
Ikands of his adversaries ; but the warm 
heart he has everywhere shown towards the 
Church has made him many friends in re- 
ligious circles ; and, as far as one hears, the 



Emperor himself appreciates Mr. von Pott- 
kamer's activity. 

THE GENERAL SYNOD ^ 

was closed on the 3rd of this month, after 
an arduous session of nearly four weeks. 
At the end of that period we are able to ex- 
press the grateful conviction that the Geneial 
Synod has realized the hopes that were at- 
tached to it, and we trust that God's bless- 
ing will follow the work that baa been done. 
The Lutherans numbered about sixty mem- 
bers ; the friends of the Positive Union, 
seventy. These two parties maintained to the 
end their hearty co-operation, and thus se- 
cured a majority for all the measures which 
the believing members of our Church thought 
necessary. The Left only numbered nine 
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znembeis* These maintained a dignified re- 
serre, and only at the end made a short 
dedaiation to explain their silence. The 
2iCidd)e party, with ahont forty members, com- 
'bined and constituted themselves an ''Evan- 
gelical Association." Their leader was chiefly 
'Profevor Beyschlag, of Halle. In many im- 
portant questions they voted with the 
xnajoiity, in others they expressed different 
opinions. The relations between the Church 
G^ovemment and the Qeneral Synod were 
those of mutual confidence. The President 
of the Supreme Ck)nsiBtory, Mr. Hermes, re- 
X>eatedly took part in the debates. One felt 
tliat he was under the influence of a very 
different spirit from his predecessor, Mr. Her- 
jmann. The Minister for Public Worship also 
apoke several times in the General Synod. 
T*he Synod held twenty sittings, and seventy 
sittings of committees. Great zeal and dili- 
gence were necessary to finish all the work 
this limited time. 



NXW SCCLB8IA8TTGAL LAWS. 

The Synod assented to four important 
Chnvch laws. One of these refers to mar- 
riages. A ritual similar to that in use in 
Hanover will in future be employed. The 
present ritual, however, provisionally in- 
troduced by the Supreme Consistory in 
1875, which only gives the blessing of the 
Church to the marriage, is also admitted for 
optional use. The law also decides when the 
religions ceremony is to be refused. One of 
these is in the case of mixed marriages, when 
the man has promised to educate all his child- 
ren in the Roman Catholic faith. This law 
settles satisfactorily a number of questions 
which have hitherto created numerous scruples 
of conaeienee and other difficulties. 

The second law refers to those who neglect 
the ordinances of the Church, baptism, and 
the religious marriage. Such persons are to 
lose the right of being either electors in the 
Church or god-parents. The Synod added a 
provision to the effect that if they continue in 
their opposition to the Church, they may be 
excluded from Holy Communion. 

The third law fixes the pensions of the 
clergy. Hitherto every aged clergyman leaving 
his office received a certain amount of money 
from his successor. This practice h abolished, 
and in future every clex^gyman will have iX> 
contribute to a fund, out of which invalid and 
aged pastors will receive a pension. The 
Synod added a clause to the effect that minis* 
ters employed in charitable institutions and in 
the service of home missions should have 
equal rights in this matter with other clergy. 

The fourth law refers to the election of 



pastors. The Church Government only pro- 
posed this measure because the fact that 
livings over a certain income can be given to 
none but clergymen who have been in office 
a certain number of years, made it necessary 
that the time spent in home missionary and 
similar work should be included in the com- 
putation. The Synod, however, seized the 
opportunity to put a stop, as much as possible, 
to the dangerous consequences of the free 
election of pastors. The majority did not 
wish to withdraw this right, and the pro- 
visions voted by the Synod will probably not 
be of great use. However, it is an advantage 
that applications for livings are henceforth to 
be addressed to the Superintendent only, 
that the clergy are not allowed to canvass for 
votes in the parish, and that if the Church 
Government refuses to confirm an election, a 
new election must take place within six 
weeKs. 

SYNODAL EKSOLXTTIONS AND DISOUSSIOKB. 

We must hope that all these laws will re- 
ceive the sanction of the King. Besides these, 
numerous petitions were discussed. The 
Synod showed great interest in missions, and 
lesolved that one Sunday in the year should 
be appointed for sermons on missions to the 
heathen ; also that an annual collection be 
made throughout the country on behalf of the 
Berlin City Mission. This very useful insti- 
tution now employs twenty-five missionaries 
and three clergymen. The Synod also passed 
a resolution in favour of the religious charac- 
ter of our schools. 

A resolution was passed in favour of the 
religious press. Some members of the 
Synod also wished a revision of the Liturgy, 
but that question was only in general terms 
referred to the Church (Government. The 
Synod addressed a petition to the Town 
Council of Berlin, requesting them to appoint 
clergymen for their large new institutions, the 
Hospital and the Lunatic Asylum. Only in 
one instance did the Synod, of its own accord, 
vote a change in our Church Constitution. 
When a clergyman refuses to admit a person 
to Holy Communion, he must report the fact 
to the parochial council. If this latter does 
not agree with him, he must admit the person 
at once. This is often a source of great pain 
to the minister's conscience. The Synod 
wishes to have thi<) practice amend ed, so that 
when the parochial council is of a different 
opinion from the pastor, the latter may have 
the opportunity of making a complaint to the 
Consistory. With reference to the r^hts of 
the Church and the Synods, the General 
Synod wishes that the committees of the 
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provincial synods be heard on tbe appoint- 
ment of superintendents, and the committee 
of the General Synod on the appointment of 
professors of divinity. 

Prayer-meetings were held every evening 
during the session, and among all the believ- 
ing members of our National Church the 
feeling prevails that the Lord has heard these 
prayers. All the more the Liberals attack 
the Synod in press and Parliament. They 
are preparing to get as many of their friends 
as possible on the parochial councils, which 
will be re-elected on the 4th of January next. 
Mr. von Puttkamer, in the House of Deputies, 
very warmly defended the General Synod. 

THE DISTRICT STNOD OF NASSAU 

met at Wiesbaden at the same time as the 



Prussian Synod. The Church of the farmex 
duchy is IJnited [combining Lutherans and 
Reformed], and many people there wish it to 
become incorporated with the National Chorc]& 
of Prussia. A proposition to that effect 
however, defeated by the Left They 
afraid that our Church Government ahoold 
prove too orthodox for them. Some of ^e 
smaller Gkrman Churches are refuges for tbe 
" Liberal " cleigy. In Hamburg, Mr. Hirsebe, 
a member of the ProtestaQten-Verein, was not 
long ago appointed Senior of the Hamboi^ 
clergy. Though he left that society 
assuming the high ecclesiastical office he 
holds, he will not have changed his theologi- 
cal views so quickly. 



AMERICA. 

AN$JUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



The seventieth annual meeting of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions was held at Syracuse, in the State of 
New York, on October 7 and three following 
days. Tbe Rev. Mark Hopkins, D.D., LL.D., 
President of the Board, occupied the chair. 
A large number of eminent men from the 
Eastern, Middle, and Western States were 
present. About 1,700 visitors were most 
hospitably entertained by the citizens, and 
the attendance at the meetings was day after 
day about 3,000. Secretary Alden read the 
report of tbe Home Department, from which 
it appeared that the income of the year had 
been $351,926, which is $130,277 less than 
that of the previous year. The income fell 
$161,891 below the expenditure, and this 
deficiency had been paid out of the Otis 
legacy. Tbe Prudential Committee recom- 
mended that one-third of this legacy be 
devoted to the education of native helpers, 
one-third to the enlargement of present fields, 
and one-third to new missions, especially in 
Central Africa. These recommendations were 
adopted at a bubsequent session. 

The Rev. N. G. Clark, d.d.. Corresponding 
Secretary, read the Annual Survey of the 
Missions, in which it was said that seven 
missionaries of the Board had died during the 
year; seven had been released from their 
connection with it, including three ladies; and 
that twenty-six new labourers, nine of them 
unmarried ladies, had been added to the 
missionary force. The concluding paragraphs 
of the Survey were these : " We have cause 
for gratitude, and lively hope for the future, 
that 60 much was accomplished in a year of 
trial and retrenchment ; that thirteen new 



churches were organized; that more than. 
2,000 converts were enrolled among the 
disciples of Christ; and that 700 young 
men were gathered in higher institutions of 
learning, the larger part preparing to become 
teachers and preachers of the Gospel ; that 
1,200 young women in boarding schools and 
seminaries have enjoyed the personal infla- 
ence and Christian instruction of educated 
women from our best institutions; that so 
great an advance has been made generally in 
the work of Christian education; that the 
native churches have shown such zeal in sup- 
porting their own institutions, and in personal 
labours of their own countrymen ; that new 
opportunities have been opened on every 
hand for the wider proclamation of the Gos- 
pel; and that war, famine, and pestilence 
were so strangely overruled for the further- 
ence of the kingdom of Christ, in turning 
multitudes from darkness unto light." 
The following is the general summary : — 

Missions 16 

Stations 75 

Out-6tatioiis 598 

Ordained minionaries (7 l»iijg 

physicians) 150 

Physicians not ordained 7 

Other male assistants 5 

Female assistants 2S2 

Whole numbex of labourers 

sent from America 394 

Native pastors 1S2 

Native preachers and catechists 302 

Native school teachers 516 

Other native helpers 220—1.170 

Whole number of labourera 
connected with the Mis- 
sions 1,664 

Churches 261 

Church members 14,675 

Total number of pupils under imttr action . . . 26, 737 
Pages printed, as far as reported (Turkish, Japan, 
and Micronesia Missions only), 8,234,280. 
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The annual sermon was preached hy the 
Rev. Dr. MagouD, from Matt, xviii. 18, 19; 
and. the Rev. Dr. Behrends, of Providence, 
also preached from Matt, zxviii. 20. The 
Rev. Dr. Alden read a paper on " Oar Great 
Opportunity ;" saying there was a call for 
thirty devoted young men, including five 
physicians. The day has arrived when the 
American Board, in addition to a vigorous 
reinforcement over its entire field, should 
receive at least four special apostolic bands — 
one for China, one for India, one for Turkey, 
and one for Africa — men who know each other, 
plan largely, and together seize the critical and 
opportune hour. The Rev. Dr. N. G. Clark 
read a paper showing what has been done 
in Japan in ten years, and finding much 
to encourage renewed and extended efibrts. 
This paper gave the following results : " Less 
than ten converts ten years ago ; no church 
OTganized, no native agency, no schools for 
the training of such an agency, no mission- 
ary devoted to preaching ; only the scantiest 
Christian literature, and that derived from 
China ; placards everywhere denouncing the 
very name of Christian, till the utterance of the 
word blanched the face and sent a thrill of 
horror through the listener. To-day more 
than 2,500 professed believers in Christ ; a 
recognized evangelical community three times 
larger; a fine body of earnest and faithful 
native preachers ; Christian schools for the 
preparation of a native ministry ; a Christian 
literature, including more than 100,000 
copies of portions of the New Testament, 
editions of the ' Life of Christ,' and other 
works reckoned by thousands, and finding a 
ready sale ; a Christian newspaper that circu- 
lates in all parts of the empire ; and, illus- 
trating in their lives the faith that breathes 
through all, more than 160 devoted men and 
women from Christian lands. These are facts 
to quicken to the faith and to encourage the 
most vigorous exertion till the field be won. 
And yet our oldest missionary, with abundant 
opportunity for careful observation, remarks 
that the change in the moral aspect of the 
country is in nowise measured by the num- 
ber of Christians who have been gathered 
into the churches ; but the influence of Chris- 
tian thought and sentiment is manifest in 
every direction.'' The first church in Japan, 
of eleven members, was organized in 1872 
by a missionary of the Reformed (Dutch) 
Church. From that time to the present there 
has been rapid progress. 

It had been widely known that the Rev. 
J. 0. Means, d.d., was sent to Europe several 
months since as a special agent of the Board 



to make inquiries as to Central Africa, and 
leum any facts that might assist in selecting 
the best region for commencing a new mission 
by means of the Otis legacy. Dr. Means 
found very prolific sources from which to 
gather information, and had personal inter- 
views with the representatives of various 
societies, missionary and scientific, and also 
with the King of Belgium, who U greatly 
interested in the subject; and the result of 
his inquiries was embodied in a carefully- 
prepared and elaborate paper, or treatise as 
it might be called, which he read. A new 
map of Africa, more than thirteen feet square, 
was suspended at the rear of the platform, and 
by means of a pointer the various localities 
mentioned in the paper were designated, so 
that the great audience could see the precise 
spot referred to, and the descriptions were 
thus followed with great interest. The region 
to which preference was given by Dr. Means 
was that of Bih^, a country on the river 
Coanzo, 600 miles from the west coast, and 
400 or 500 miles south of the mouth of the 
Congo or Livingstone River, and at about 12^ 
south latitude. It is reported to be a very 
healthful region, occupying a plateau about 
5,000 feet high, is accessible, has a dense 
population, and is a great centre from which 
caravans and expeditions depart for the in- 
terior country. 

Many eloquent, tender, and earnest speeches 
were made during the session, notably two by 
the Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs, of Brooklyn. The 
closing session — when short addresses were 
delivered by members of the Board, by 
missionaries, and by pastors of churches in 
Syracuse — was a memorable occasion, when 
every heart was profoundly impressed and 
moved. The sentiment of the annual meet- 
ing throughout was that Gbd is calling the 
Board and its constituency to a larger work 
than ever before, and to a more hearty and 
unreserved consecration. 



NORTH AND SOUTH. 

A correspondent, who dates from the city 
of Mexico, expresses the opinion that a refer- 
ence (which he does not distinctly specify) 
in our pages *^ to the illiberality of the South- 
ern people " of the United States ^* toward 
the coloured people of that section and also 
toward the people of the northern part of the 
Union," is not justified by facts. We will- 
ingly comply with his request to insert the 
following: — 

'* Henry Ward Beecher recently used this 
language concerning the Southern people : 
' Never in history has a people borne so 
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mucli witli 80 much patience, gallantrj, and 
patiiotiam — a ipectacle of moral giandeor 
and of substantial good intent and honour in 
those who have been so terrifically acourged, 
which is without parallel/ These are true 
words." 

TBB BHV. JACOB ABBOTT 

has just died at his home in Farmington, 
Maine. He was bom in 1803, and was Pro> 
fessor in Amherst College from 1825 to 1829. 
He then became Principal of the Mount Ver- 
non School for girls in Boston. In 1834 he 



organized the Eliot Congregational Cbmdbi in. 
Roxburgh, of which he became the pastor. 
He relinquished in 1838 the positiMi in 
favour of his brother, the Rev. John S. €L 
Abbott, and removed to Farmingtan, Miaine, 
where he engaged in the production of bodka 
for young people. It is stated that a oomplete 
catalogue of his works would exceed 2O0 
volumes. He leaves four sons, *' all of thmxa 
worthy of so illustrious a father," and one of 
whom is Dr. Lyman Abbott, of New York. 




mt litklligena 



THE MAOKONOCHIE CASK. 

It may be remembered that in June of last 
year, the Court of Arches made an order sus- 
pending the Rev. A. H. Mackonochie from 
the celebration of divine service for three 
years, on account of continued ritualistic 
practices at St. Alban's, Holborn. A vrrit 
of prohibition was obtained from the Court 
of Queen's Bench, but on the case being 
carried to the Court of Appeal the prohibi- 
tion was annulled, as we reported in August 
last (p. 242). On the 15th ult. application 
was made to the Dean of Arches to carry out 
the original order. Lord Penzance expressed 
his regret at the delay which had been caused 
in carrying out the order of suspension, 
through the exercise, by a temporal Court, 
of a jurisdiction over the Court of Arches, 
which was not warranted by law. He 
ordered the publication of the suspension of 
Mr. Mackonochie for three years in the 
church on the 23rd inst., to take efTect from 
that date, with costs. The Court would, he 
added, be willing to hear from Mr. Mackono- 
chie any application for a relaxation of the 
sentence, founded upon a promise of obedi- 
ence to the law. No such promise, however, 
was forthcoming. On Sunday, the 23rd ult., 
Mr. Mackonochie celebrated the mid-day 
« Mass '' as usual, at St Alban's, and 
preached at the evening service. All the 
points of ritual for which he has been 
judicially condemned were preserved in the 
celebration. Before the mid-day service, the 
officer of the Court of Arches, having served 
a copy of the decree upon Mr. Mackonochie, 
and having affixed a copy on the church door, 
was himself served with a protest against his 
proceedings by the vicar and churchwardens. 
The same parties refused to allow the clergy- 
man licensed by the Bishop of London, who 



presented himself for the purpose (his lord- 
ship's resident chaplain), to officiate in Mr. 
Mackonochie's place. In a document read by 
the latter, after the reading of the Bishop's 
license, he declared that he had not been 
suspended from his office by any court which, 
has authority from God for that purpose. 
The implied ground of his disobedience is 
that Lord Penzance is the judge of a secular 
and not of a spiritual court 

BISHOPRIC OF NEW WE8THIKSTBE. 

The Rev. Acton W. Sillitoe, dj>., late 
chaplain to the British Legation at Darmstadt, 
was consecrated Bishop of New Westminster, 
British Columbia, in the parish church at 
Croydon, on the Ist ult. (AH Saints' Day). 
The unusual circumstance of consecrating a 
prelate at Croydon attracted a large congrega- 
tion. The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
assisted in the consecration by the Bishops of 
London, Rochester, Columbia, and Antigua, 
and Bishop Tufnell, who has recently been 
appointed Vicar of Croydon. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. the Earl of Mul- 
grave. 

SDINBURaH CATHEDRAL. 

The ceremony lately took place of conse- 
crating the new cathedral at Edinburgh. 
Among those who took part in the services 
were 200 English, Irish, Welsh, and Scotch 
clergy ; the Bishops of Down, Oxford, Peter- 
borough, Bangor, Durham, and Madagascar; 
all the Scotch bishops, and an American 
bishop. The choristers were 200 in number. 
The cathedral, which holds about 2,500 per- 
sons, was crowded. The sermon was preached 
by the Bishop of Peterborough, from St John, 
iv. 25. Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus ''was 
sung during the service. On the south side 
of the cathedral sixteen sycamore trees were 
planted by the bishops present, and the row 
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is to be known ai the BiAio^% Walk. The 
catbedra], whieh is * magnifieent Blroctare of 
the early English style, from designs by the 
lAte Sir GiU rt Scott, has cost £120,000, 
tlxe greater part of the funds consisting of a 
bequest. 

OBITDARY. 

One of the patriarchs of the English Church, 
to -whom Cardinal Manning was formerly cu- 
zate,died in his ninety-third year on the 8Ui ult. 
The Rot. James Tripp was of an old landed 
family in Somersetshire, who changed their 
name from Howard in the time of Henry v. 
He spent the first part of his life in 
various cures in Sussex. He was appointed 
in 1847 to the great rectoiy of Spofforth, 
-which he held at^ the time of his death. 
Mr. Tripp was an earnest Evangelical, and was 
acquainted with Thomas Scott, the commen- 
tator, and other fathers of that school. Be- 
sides rebuilding the large parish church at 
Spofforth, he erected three chapelriea and 
schools in the Tillages of his huge parish. 
Till the last few weeks of his life he was 
accustomed to spend many hours daily in the 
saddle unattended in parochial visitation, con- 
stantly preached, and attended to all the 
afifiurs of his charge. The Bev. Arthur 
Rawdon Ashwell died lately at the age of 
fifty-four. Since 1870, Mr. Ashwell has been 
Canon ResidentiaTy at Chichester, and princi- 
pal of Chichester Theological College. Canon 



Ashwell was coBsidered an able writer, pub- 
lished several lectures and sermons, and had 
some connection with periodical literature. 
The Aev. James Fleming, d.d., for more than 
twenty-five years minister of the Congre- 
gatioxial Church, Kentish Town, expired on 
the 10th ult, at the age of sixty-three. A 
zealous minister of the Gospel, and warm 
friend to the cause of Christian union, he was 
held in high esteem by all who knew him. 
Miss Cecil, daughter of the late well-known 
Rev. Richard Cecil, died on the 15th ult., in 
the ninety-eighth year of her age, at High- 
gate Rise. Miss Catherine Cecil, who edited 
her father^s works, is still living. She is be- 
tween eighty and ninety years of age. 



The choir of Canterbury Cathedral was re- 
opened for public worship un the 18th ult, 
after restoration, at a cost of nearly £10,000. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury preached from 
John xvii. 3. 

A service took place at noon on the 1 5th 
ult, in the parish church of Kensington, on 
occasion of the completion of the spire, which 
is 278ft. high — 76ft higher than the Monu- 
ment. After the special psalms and hymns, 
the topstone was placed by the vicar on the 
spire. The work has cost £50,000. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Thanksgiving 
Fund has nowreachedatotalof over £200,000. 



I 



STiterature. 



Bays from the HecUma qf Nature ; or, Paralles 
of Plant JAfe. By the Rev. J amis Neil, m. a. 
London : Cassell, Fetter, Galpin, and Co. 

Everybody has heard of the lauguage of 
flowers ; and not a little upon that subject 
has found its way into print which has left 
the reader no wiser than it found him. The 
work before us, however, is of a very different 
and superior class from those which are merely 
sentimental or amusing. It is a really sensible 
effort to give the import of flower-life and plant- 
life in many of their most striking develop- 
ments, in words not only of truth and sober- 
nen, but of piety and divine wisdom. The 
analogies between certain aspects of "the life 
of God in the soul of man " and the varied 
processea of the vegetation which ministers so 
abundantly to man's sustenance, as well as to 
his sense of beauty, are not, of course, pointed 
out for the first time in this book. But this 
study of '*Ray8 from the Realms of Nature" 
—evidently the fruit of much observation and 
reflection— has resulted in many new applica- 



tions of the old and approved method. Not a 
little information on natural history is here com- 
bined with teaching on the highest spiritual 
themes. Thoughtful people, who are believers 
in divine revelation, will be sure to like the 
book; and others may be led to become 
thoughtful by perusing it. Its contents are 
rendered the more readable by being divided 
into brief chapters, and by being profusely 
illustrated. 

The World of Prayer ; or. Prayer in BekUion to 
Personal ReUgi<m, By Dr. D. 6. Monrad, 
Biflhop of Lolland and Falster, Denmark. 
Translated from the Fourth German Edition 
by the Rev. J. S. Banks. Edinburgh : T. and 
T. Ckrk. 

A WORK which diiplays at once much experi- 
ence of human life, deep spiritual insight, rever- 
ence for the teaching of Scripture, and a familiar 
and close acquaintance with that teaching as it 
is adapted to meet every real want of the soul 
of man, under all its varied conditions, whether 
of faith, doubt, or disbelief. Written by one of 
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the most active of the bishopi of the Chnich of 
Denmark, and tranalated from Daoish into Ger- 
man, it has gone through four editions in the 
latter tongue before its present appearance in 
English. Thia— taking into account the cha- 
racter of the work— and kindred facts, sug- 
gest, as the translator justly remarks, that the 
decadence of religious life in Qermany may not 
be so great as is sometimes represented. The 
author's starting-point is "the Imitation of 
Christ," as the proper aim of everyone who 
reads the Gospels with a believing, loving 
heart. The place which prayer occupied in 
the earthly life of the Saviour is next shown 
by a careful study of the several statements on 
the subject made by the four Evangelists. Re- 
marks follow on the prajrers of the Apostles. 
How we may walk in the steps of our Lord 
and His immediate followers in the practice of 
true devotion, and the training and culture of 
the heart necessary to that end, are then pointed 
out in a chapter on "Work within Ourselves." 
Hindrances to prayer are indicated; and the 
matter, or "contents" of prayer, the question 
how we ought to pray, and deception in prayer, 
are severally discussed. The work concludes 
with a chapter on the "Answer of Prayer — 
the Name of Jesus." Although we are not 
prepared to indorse every sentiment contained 
in the work, we regard it as one of great 
practical value for the promotion of personal 
piety. 

La Viritd ChrHienne et le Doute Modems Paris: 
Sandoz et Fischbacher. London : Christian 
Evidence Society. 

We havb here nine lectures, delivered in Paris, 
in connection with the Christian Evidence 
Society, during the Exhibition of 1878. Dr. de 
Pressens^ contributes a preface, in which he 
explains the circumstances under which the 
lectures were undertaken, and their general 
design. M. Doumergue opens tbe course by a 
lecture on "The Experimental Method and 
Christianity.*' M. Pozzy treats, in two lectures, 
of " The Earth and the Biblical Narrative of the 
Creation." Dr. de Pressens^ sets forth "the 
Dignity of Man," and K. Grodet the design with 
which he has been called into existence. M. 
Edouard Monod discusses "the True Condi- 
tions of HappineBS." M. Jean Monod presents 
the claims of "the Books of the New Testa- 
ment." M. Charles Bois shows the relation of 
"Miracles and the Laws of Nature." In the 
concluding lecture "the Divine Authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ " is enforced by M. Frank 
Coulin. It will be seen that a wide range of 
subjects is covered by the lectures ; the reputa- 
tion of the lecturers is an ample guarantee for 
the ability with which the several topics have 
been handled. 



Refminiaeenoea of CoUege Life in Brittol dmimg 
the Mmisiry qf the Rev. Robert ffaU, By 
Frederick Trestrail, f.b.o.s. London: 
Mariborongh. 

Between fifty and sixty years ago Mr. Trestrail 
left his home at Falmouth to study fat tha 
ministry, in the Baptist Academy, as the ooU^e 
was then called, at Bristol During his resi- 
dence in that city, he saw much of Robert Hall, 
who was the pastor of the congregation meetittg 
in Broadmead Chapel, and of other leading men 
of the denomination to which he belonged. He 
often met the great preacher in the family and 
social circle, and had the privilege of holding 
long conversations with him. Much of what 
was thus said by Robert Hall is reproduced in 
these pages. Mr. Trestrail also gives as his re- 
collections of John Foster and othen less known 
to fame, but who, in their several spheres of 
useful labour, served their generation wisely and 
well. Here, too, are some glimpses of the 
outer world of half a century ago ; but the book 
derives its chief interest from the portraitore 
of the religious society in which the young 
student who has now become the veQerable 
Vice-President of the Baptist Union then lived 
and moved. These pleasing " Renuniscenees " 
well deserve the publicity and the permanenoa 
which they obtain by their present appearance 
in print. 

BibUeal Things not OeneraUg Known. Second 
Series. London : Elliot Stock. 

Mimr curious and interesting illustrationfl of 
Scripture^ throwing light especially on portions 
of the Pentateuch, the Prophetical Books, and 
the GoBpelB, are here given, as obtained from 
works which are often not accessible to the 
general reader and from obscure sources of 
information. No opinions are expressed. The 
work professes to be a oollection of facts, real 
or alleged, and is intended for the use of Bible 
students, Sunday-school teachers, and students. 
Two indexes—one of subjects, another of texts— 
place the whole contents of the present and a 
preceding volume at the ready command of the 
reader. 

Now and ffereqfter : Verges regarding the Word^ 
Sacraments, and Prayer. Edinbni^h : Lorimer 
and Gillies. 

Criticism is disarmed by the statement which 
meets us on the first page of these rhymes, that 
they are "to be read not as poetry," "but as a 
homely and brotherly attempt to exhibit familiar 
and vital truth and procedure " in aspects f re* 
quently overlooked. The pieces here given, 
though but few, are of very unequal merit 
Some readers may be repelled by the opening 
rhymes, which the author, judiciously, as we 
think, does not send forth as poetry ; but if th^y 
fail to look beyond these, they will miss some 
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noble Yenes, which have eridently flowed from 
& reTerent miad and a lovisg heart. 

Seff-OuUiere and Silf^Rdianee^ under Ood, tJie 
Means of Self'Elevaihn. By the Bev. William 
CTNSWOitTH. London : Wesleyan Conference 
Office. 
An able attedipt to enforce npon young men the 
trath and full aignificaace of the good old proverb, 
"God helps those who help themselves." The 
book has already obtained a large amonnt of well- 
deserved snoceas, so far as suocess may be tested 
lyy circulaftion. It can scarcely fail to benefit, in 
relation to both worlds, some among the class 
for whom it is written. 

The Evangelical Advocate and Protestant Wit- 
ness. Nr. 1. Edited by Mrs. B. Peddis. Edin- 
burgh : IS, South St. Andrew Street. 

A KEW monthly, the principal objects of which 
are the advocacy of spiritual life, the promotion 
of evangelical work at home and abroad, and 
opposition to Romish error. A novel announce- 
ment meets us among its " special notices " — 
▼iz., that ^no payment is given for articles of any 
kind. " Taking this fact into account, the maga- 
zine may be regarded as not devoid of merit. The 
articles of which it is composed are on familiar 
historical and rdigions themes, with remarks 
on current events and on the progress of Bo- 



A Ouide to Indian Household Management, By 
Mrs. Eliot James. London : Ward, Lock, 
and Co. 
QuxBnoNa are often asked in newspapers and 
magazines, to which the information here given 
furnish answers. The authoress does not pre- 
tend that her book is complete, but it will 
doubtless prove to be serviceable to those 
ladies who are about to viait India for the first 
time. Outfits, packing, bungalows, furnishing, 
servants, and domestic economy generally in 
India, are the leading topics upon which in- 
struction is given. 

The Minister's Pocket Diary and Visiting Booh : 
18S0. London : Hodder and Stoughton. 

Wx have more than once called attention to this 

compact little work, which will be found very 

useful by clergymen and ministers. A ruled 

diary, for daily entries, and prepared blank 

pages for the registration of various particulars 

of pastoral labour, are among its principal 

features. There are also lists of eceleeiastical 

bodies, religious institutions, and other matters. 

The Gospel in the Churches, By the Bev. J. F. 
B. TiNLiiiG, B.A. London: Bagster and Sons. 

A PLXA, which is forcibly urged, both by the 

author and the Bev. W. H. M. H. Aitken, for 

special evangelistic services by the regular 

ministry. 
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THE EDINBUBGH CONFEBENCE. 

The Annual Conference of the British Organisation of the Alliance was held for this 
jtax in the city of Edinburgh, on October 28 and succeeding days. 

Following so closely upon the great gathering in Basle, it was not expected that there 
would he a large attendiance of del^atea from England and Ireland, but the presence of 
Scotch members and friends of the Alliance, and especially of those resident in and near 
Edinburgh, made up for deficiencies in this respect. There were, however, representatives 
from various parts of England and from Ireland, as well as from America, Canada, Turkey, 
eta A very influential committee had been formed in Edinburgh to carry out the local 
arrangements, and consisted of the following gentlemen : Lord Polwarth ; Sheriff 
Campbell; Lord Balfour of Burleigh; Sir Francis B. Outram, Bart.; Sir John Don 
Wauchope, Bait; the Bevs. W. L. Alexander, d.d.; Professor Blaikie, i>j>., ll.d.; Principal 
Gaima, d.d., ll.d.; Professor Calderwood, lIi.d.; Professor Charteris, d.d., ll.d.; Professor 
Flint, D.D., IjL.d.; H. Bonar, d.d.; W. H. Qoold, D.D.; W. H. Gray, dj>.; W. Hanna, D.D., 
iii.D.; J. C. Lees, D.D.; James Macgregor, djo.; M. Mitchell, d.d.; W. Bobeitson, d.p.; 
Walter C. Smith, d.d., Ui.D.; A. M. Stuart, d.d.; ^C. B. Teape, ph.d.; Andrew Thomson, 
D.D.; William Adamson ; Owen D. Campbell, b.a; G. D. CuUen, ic.a.; J. G. Conningbam ; 
£. C. Dawson, u. A.; W. M. Falconer, h. a.; William Eraser, ma.; G. Giffen; William 
Gillies ; William Grant; John Kelman, jf.A.; J. G. Mackintosh, M.A.; John McMurthrie, 
U.A.; S. Newman; John Pulsford; W. F. Slater; J. S. S* Bobertson, Bombay Chuxiph 
Missionary Society; T. £. Talon, b.a.; Alexander Whyte, Mj^.; Ninian Wight; and 
J. H. Wilson, M.A.; Professor Balfour, M.D.; Messrs. Daniel Ainslie ; Findlay Anderson; 
George F. Barbour, of Bonskeid ; W. F. Burnley ; Edward Caird, of Fiimart ; John Cannent, 
I2..D.; F. W. Bedford, IiL.d.; Dr. H. Cleghom, Stiavithy ; Edward Cmickshank; William 
Dickson ; Lieut-Colonel Dodds ; F. Bxown-Douglaa ; W. J. DanciA; £• A. Stuart Gjray ; 
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John Hoyes ; B. A. Macfie, of Dreghorn ; Dancan McLaren, Jan.; Maarice Patenon, B.A.; 
R. R. Simpson, w.s.; Robert Simeon, B.as.; Major- Qeneral Nepean Smith; John W. 
Tawee, w.s.; James Martin, ca.; and J. E. Dovey, c.a. 

The general meetings were held in the large Free Assembly Hall, and thi«, perha|», 
contributed to make the numbers present appear much smaller than they were. The 
Attendance at the evening meetings was large (about 1,200 persons on one occasion), whilst 
the number at the morning gatherings was considerably above the average at « miliar Con- 
ferences. Comparing this Conference with that held in Edinburgh fifteen years ago, there 
was a marked improvement in every way. 

The local committee made ample and admirable arrangements for the hospitable entertain- 
ment of all visitors, and regretted that they had not more guests to receive. It is only neces- 
sary to add two other matters of interest. On the Sunday preceding the Conference a sermon 
on Christian union was preached in the Greyfriars Church (Rev. Dr. WUliam Robertson's) 
by the Rev. Dr. Stoughton, one of the Honorary Secretaries. On the Friday evening 
following the meetings the Edinburgh Committee commemorated the Conference by pro- 
viding a free supper to 1,600 of the most destitute poor in the city, and earnest Qospel 
addresses were given to the guests. 



On Tuesday evening, October 28, some 
700 ladies and gentlemen assembled in the 
Hoyal Hotel, by invitation of Lord Polwarth, 
President of the Alliance. After the guests 
had been introduced to Lord Pulwarth by 
the local Secretaries (the Rev. Dr. Murray 
Mitchell, Mr. Findky Anderson, and Mr. 
J. E. Dovey), refreshments were served, and 
then the company distributed themselves 
throughout the fine suite of rooms in the 
hotel, and spent an hour in social inter- 
course. Subsequently an adjournment took 
place to the Free Assembly Hall, where seats 
had been reserved for Lord Polwarth's guests. 
The remainder of the spacious building was 
thrown open t) the public, and nearly every 
seat was occupied. At eight o'clock the chair 
was taken by the Lord Provost, and after 
einging the 100th Psalm, prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Dr. W. Lindsay Alexander. 

The Lord Provost said he trusted this 
meeting would be largely conducive in for- 
warding the great objects of the Alliance. 
It was a matter of much gratification that, 
in compliance with a cordial invitation, this 
Annual Conference of the Alliance should be 
held in this city. In consequence of the 
meeting at Basle having attracted many dele- 
gates who could not leave home twice in one 
year, there was not such a large attendance 
as usual, and it was to be hoped they would 
be compensated for this by the interest which 
had arisen in connection with this Conference. 
He might mention that the efforts of the 
committee had, to a large extent, been 
directed to arousing in their local churches 
a deeper sympathy in connection with the 
work of the Alliance. Those friends who 
were not present at the Conference at Basle 
would rejoice at the opportunity of hearing 
an account of the proceedings which took 



brought up were such as to leave good hope 
that the Conference would not pass away 
without a blessing. He gave them a most 
cordial welcome, and sincerely trusted the 
Conference would be instrumental in foster^ 
ing a spirit of brotherly love in them all, and 
in bringing the Christian Churchea more into 
combined action, and in spreading the know- 
ledge of evangelical truth, and the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer's kingdom throoghout 
the world. 

Lord Polwarth, as President of the Alli- 
ance, then briefly and heartily welcomed the 
members to Edinbuigh. He also stated 
that letters had been received from Lord 
Waveney, Sir Harry Vemey, Bart, the Right 
Hon. Sir Robert Lush, the Right Hon. W. 
Brooke, the Very Rev. the Dean of Canter- 
bury, Rev. Dr. Steane, Rev. Dr. Blackwood, 
Rev. William Arthur, Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Thomson, John Finch, Esq., Donald Mathe- 
son, Esq., and others, expressing regret at 
their inability to be present at this Con- 
ference. 

Sheriff Campbell, as President of the Edin- 
buigh Committee, offered the representatives 
of the Alliance a cordial welcome. He was 
old enough to remember the time when the 
Evangelical Alliance was formed, and the 
enthusiasm with which it was welcomed. 
Of late years that enthusiasm has disappeaied, 
and he could not tell why ; but, whatever was 
the reason, the signs of the times now were 
such as made it clear that Chxiatian unity 
was a first duty, if they would see the great 
principles of their conmion Chriatianity a 
power in the world. He could testify from 
personal experience to the value of the 
Evangelical Alliance, for before it waa esta- 
blished he knew very few clergymen outside 
his own denomination, but since then he had 
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intercoane with them. The Enmf^lical 
Alliance had done a great woik at home and 
abroad ; its iufluence had been felt for good 
in all the countries of Europe ; an 1 he hoped 
that the meedngs which were about to be 
held would do more than anything which had 
yet occurred to foster a spirit of loyalty and 
love among the Lord's people, that they 
might go forth under the baptizing of the 
Holy Spirit and win souls to Christ. 

Colonel R Wilmot Brooke, of London, 
and the Rev. Dr. Jessup, of Beyrout, replied 
on behalf of the English and foreign re- 
presentatives. 

The Rev. Dr. Stoughton then delivered an 
address on "The Recent Conference at Basle." | 
In enumerating the many subjects brought 
before the Conference, Dr. Stoughton re- 
ferred to the statements made in regard to 
the state of religion in the world, and said 
three things were much impressed upon his 
mind. The first was that within the last 
few years there had been a decided advance 
throughout Europe in what was called re- 
ligious toleration. With the exception of 
one or two countries, which he named, a 
great amount of religious liberty was now 
enjoyed in Europe. There was, it was true, 
considerable religious persecution, but it re- 
sulted not so much from the laws themselves 
as from the prosecution of these laws by 
subordinate agents. Bat while this might 
be, there had been a steady growth of re- 
ligious liberty. They often heard of the 
spread of infidelity, but so far as Europe 
generally was concerned, it appeared to him 
that this was the result of this spirit of 
toleration, men being allowed to state just 
what they thought. Well, he considered it 
better that they should know what was going 
on, and they should endeavour by fair, forcible 
argument to meet objectors^ While, however, 
the fact came out that there was so much 
scepticism and infidelity prevalent, they were 
glad to know there was an amazing amount 
of Christian work going on, not only in 
England and Scotland, but all over Europe. 
At the Conference they had also principles 
developed in a most evangelical and philo- 
sophical manner. There was a tide at present 
of subjective thought flowing through men's 
minds in reference to philosophical matters, 
and there were a great many persons to whom 
the question arose whether there was an 
external world at all — who, in fact, were 
going back to the state of mind in which 
David Hume or Bishop Berkeley were ; and 



this tide of thought was becoming very 

common in religion. There were also shovra 

a: this Conference the connection between 

true religion and the great facts of the Qospel, 

and the principles which those facts embody. 

Kot only had they the evangelical principles 

laid down, but they had also an exposition of 

the principles of religious liberty. Dr. 

Stoughton also referred to the work which 

had been done by the Conference in regard to 

Sunday-schools, religious literature, missions, 

etc. ; and concluded by expressing a hope 

that their labours at Basle would be followed 

by a revival of religion. 

Mr. A. J. Arnold, one of the Secretaries, 
gave a brief historical sketch of the opera- 
tions of the Alliance,* and the proceeding) 
closed with the Doxology and the Benediction. 

On Wednesday morning, October 29, the 
opening devotional meeting was held under 
the presidency of the Rev. Horatius Bonar, 
D.D., who delivered the 

** ANNUAL ADDRESS." 

This was founded on the words contained in 
Exodus XXV. 8 : '* Let them make me a sanc- 
tuary, that I may dwell among them." 
Having spoken of the first consecrated abode 
of the Divine Presence upon the earth, — 
'' the tabernacle of the Lord," or " Jehovah's 
tent^" — ^he went on to refer to that to which 
it gave place — ^the Temple. He spoke of 
its symbolism, and the significance conveyed 
by the materials of which it was composed 
and the way in which it was constructed. It 
was next shown how this foreshadowed every- 
where ''the one Church of Qod, the one 
body of Christ," composed of "the great 
multitude, whom no man can number," re- 
deemed from among men. Having traced 
various points of analogy between the Temple 
of Jerusalem and the living temple now in 
course of erection, to be consummated 
in the perfection of the New Jerusalem, 
Dr, Bonar thus proceeded : " The temple 
at Jerusalem was Israel's meeting-place with 
God and with one another. 'Jerusalem is 
built as a city that is compact together, 
whiiher the tribes go up, the tribes of 
the Lord ;' and of that compactness the 
altar was the centre, and the temple walls the 
bond. But our centre is not on Moriah, but 
on Zion ; not the courts of the sanctuary, but 
the upper room into which the Holy Qhost 
descended in His power, filling not only the 
chamber but every heart to overflowing, 
making that primitive assembly to know 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 



This addres j will he found on page 8i3. 
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* The disciples were filled with joy, and with 
the Holj Qhost' Thus they were knit to- 
gether. These words describe primitive 
Christianity ; do they describe the Christi- 
anity of after ages ? do they describe onrs ? 
It is in proportion as we come back to these 
two features, and have them transcribed on 
ns, that we shall realize oar true unity. On 
such words as these must an Evangelical 
Alliance base itself. It can accomplish no- 
thing save by means of the trutii embodied 
in them. The' fulness of joy and the fulness 
of the Holy Qhost will knit all hearts to- 
gether, and bring all wills into unison. The 
joy of the Lord is ttrmgtk^ and the joy of the 
Lord is unity. It brings all the happy ones 
together, casting out every jealousy and 
suspicion, preventing the entrance of all 
that would divide, and producing a brother- 
hood of love such as only joy can do. For 
it is Christ's own joy that we are filled with. 
*' These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full.' It is deep, abiding, and 
holy. It began on the cross, when first the 
sight of Him who was wounded for our trans- 
gressions brought the certainty ol pardon 
and reconciliation to our souls. Then this 
joy of a new-found relationship to Qod filled 
up our hearts, and overflowed with affection 
to every living thing. The joy which welled 
up within us found ezpressLou to itself in 
love. Increase of joy was increase of love ; 
decrease of joy was decrease of love. A joy- 
ful Christian is of necessity a loving one, 
and intercourse with Him who loved us and 
gave Himself for us, is absolutely essential 
for the preservation both of the joy and the 
love. And as it is with the fulness of the 
joy, so is it with the fulness of the Spirit. 
That fulness is the Church's heritage. She 
is responsible for the possession of it, and for 
the right use of it. 'Be filled with the 
Spirit.' This fulness is accessible to all, 
and we get it by dealing with Him who has 
it without measure, and who^ when He as- 
cended on high, received gifts for us. * Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.' We 
have not because we ask not. We live with- 
out assurance, and are content with uncer- 
tainties. We pray so little, we study the 
Word so little. We grieve the Spirit by in- 
consistency, by worldlinees, by vanity, by 
half-hearted discipleship ; and though per- 
liaps He does not altogether leave us. He 
intimates His displeasure by leaving us to 
feap the fruit of our resistance to His power 
and love. Our souls wither up. The churches 
suffer. Love waxes cold. Discord comes in. 



The Church becomes tbe worid. We step 
down to a lower platform. We seek our own, 
not the things that are Jesus Christ's. All 
for want of this fulness of joy, this fulness 
of the Holy Ghost It is vain to aigne about 
unity; equally vain is it to declaim about 
the noble spectacle of Christian union ; atiE 
more vain to mistake compromise for concili- 
ation, tampering with truth, or trifling with 
error. The cure for all dissension is going 
back to the primitive position, to the realixa- 
tion of the primitive privilfge, — the being 
filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost 
We should thea be happier men ; we should 
be holier men — ^more loving and more lov- 
able; irresistibly and irrepressibly drawing 
closer to each other, as members of that one 
body in which the Spirit dwells ; aiming 
not merely at the unity of the fedth, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, but grow- 
ing up into Him in all things, who is the 
Head, even Christ ; from whom the whole 
body fitiy joined together and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, according 
to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itself in love." 

Lord Polwarth tiien took the chair, and 
briefly referred to the programme of pro- 
ceedings. Resolutions were adopted appoint- 
ing Secretaries of Conference, and the Chau> 
man nominated a committee to prepare a list 
of Coxmcil for the ensuing year. 

<<THE FRAOTICAL RESOLUTIONS." 

The Rev. Canon Battersby then submitted 
the practical resolutions (adopted at the forma- 
tion of the Alliance, and ordered to be read 
at each Annual Conference). He said they 
would all agree that these resolutions were 
thoroughly scriptural, and breathed the very 
Spirit of Christ At the same time, the very 
fact that it was thought advisable to read 
them year by year was a confession how 
far Christians had been accustomed to ^blU 
short of their observance. This was, indeed, 
a sad thing to have to confess in the ad- 
vanced period of the Christian dispensation 
in which they lived. When the resolutions 
were drawn up in 1846, it was a rarer thing 
than now for members of different denomina- 
tions to meet with one accord for advancing 
the cause of the Redeemer. It was true there 
were the Bible Society and the Religious 
Tract Society, at whose meetings ChxistianB 
were accustomed to meet; but howlitUe was 
there of gathering together in the Lord, or of 
recognizing one another in ordinary life as 
members of one household and faith ! The 
change which had taken place was, he was 
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sine, in a great measure due to the efforta of 
the Evangelical Alliance. For inetancey in 
how many towns and cities at home and 
abroad, at the beginning of the year, did 
Christians of different denominations meet 
together before the same Throne of Grace, 
entreating for the same thing with one heart 
and mind ? After enforcing the several re- 
Bolutions, the reverend gentleman condnded 
by remarking that the Apostle lays it down 
as a rale, " Let us not, therefore, jadge one 
another any more : but jadge this rather, that 
no man put a stumbling-block or an occasion 
to fall in another's way." A dear friend from 
Switzerland had lately visited him at Keswick, 
and on their way firom the station to the par- 
sonage in the dusk of the evening, he had occa- 
sion to warn his friend of a great stone which 
had fallen off a wall and lay in the footpath. 
His friend thanked him, bat, not satisfied 
with this, he stopped, and proceeded to re- 
move the stone out of the way, that others 
might not stumble over it. He felt reproved, 
and remarked to his friend that he had taught 
him a lesson to be always prompt in remov- 
ing stumbling-blocks out of the way of God's 
people. How often a rash word or a fit of 
bad temper in Christians is a stumbling-block 
in the way of the weak, hindering union with 
them in Chriat^s Church ! 

An abstract of the annual report was given 
by Major-General Field, g.b., one of the Secre- 
taries. 

On the suggestion of Mr. R. A. Macfie, a 
few modifications were made, and the report 
was then adopted. 

EVBNINO MeBTTNG. 

The Conference re-assembled in the even- 
ing, under the presidency of Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh. After devotional exercises, the 
Chairman briefly introduced the subject for 
the evening. 

THE 8TATB OF RELIGION ON THE CONTINENT. 

The Rev. B. S. Ashton in his address, after 
referring to the Bonush and Greek Churches 
aa not tending to favour a spiritual religion, 
turned to the Protestant communions, and 
showed how largely they had ceased to be a 
bulwark against the errors of the time. 
Whole regions of Protestant Germany have 
been Btricken with spiritual death. In France, 
as was seen at the Synod of the Reformed 
Church in 1872, a large number of the 
pastors have ceased to believe in the sim- 
plest verities of the Gk)spel ; in Switzerland, 
many of the pulpits of the Reformed Churches 
are now filled by men wholly opposed to the 
Gospel. But it could not be said that spirituid 
religien had no longer any hold on the forty- 



five nulliona of European Protestants ; for there 
is an earnest religious life prevailing in the 
Wappenchal, in Wlirtemberg, and elsewhere 
in Germany, and also in many parts of France 
and Switzeriand. Special reference was made 
to the Nasarenes of Hungary and to the Stun- 
disti and Molokani in Russia, of whom Mr. 
Ashton spoke as follows: "It ia difficult to 
obtain any exact and extended information 
respecting these humble believers. They 
seem to court obscurity, not £rom fear of 
discloenree that ought to be made, but in 
consequence of the way in which they have 
sometimes been prasented. There is doubt- 
less among them some singularity of belief 
and practice, but they are sober, honest, and 
truth-speaking. They gather around God's 
Word, and seek to follow its teachings; they 
are keeping up the flame of truth which the 
Churches around them have well-nigh ex- 
tinguished beneath a mass of ceremonies, or 
by a strong current of unbelief. There, on 
the steppes of Russia and the plains of Hun- 
gary, these communities form a spiritual 
power that is purging society of much of 
its foulnesB, and raising up a race of 
godly men and women who may yet 
prove to be the hope of the future." Sta- 
tistics were also given of the Evangelical 
Bocietiea of Belgium, France, and Switzer«> 
land ; also of the missions in Italy and Spain ; 
and after uiging the necessity of earnest 
prayer for an increase of labourers for the 
great harvest field, 3ir. Ashton concluded 
hiB address as follows : " It would be well if 
the Evangelical Alliance would again take up 
this subject of Continental Missions, and 
summon a general conference to consider the 
whole subject. Missions to the heathen were 
most thoroughly examined and studied at the 
Conference in Liverpool in 1860, and re- 
ported on in London last year ; but conti- 
nental work has never had careful attention 
bestowed on it by the united body of workers. 
The visit of the Rev. Messrs. Arthur, Bligh, 
and Fraser to Italy, as a deputation £rom the 
Alliance, was a step in the right direction. 
But if the various continental soeietieB of 
Great Britain were invited to meet and look 
into the diflEorent aspects of the work, exist- 
ing agencies scrutinized, and the methods 
pursued by each examined, rules for future 
guidance might be suggested, and plans be 
adopted for the presentation of the whole 
subject of Continental Evangelization to the 
Churches of tiiis land, and thus deep and 
widely extended interest might be awakened 
on behalf of this tait section of the nussion 
field." 
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The Rev. Dr. Jeasnp, of Beyront, gave 
an interesting account of mission work in 
Tnrkej and in Syria. He then traced the 
rise and progress of Mohammedanism, and 
showed from the Koran and from personal 
knowledge that it must ever be a persecuting 
power while it existed, though it was now 
happily restrained by the Treaty of Berlin. 
He relied on the Arabic Bible and consistent 
life and character among Christians as the 
two greatest forces which could be brought to 
bear on that system of religion; and from the 
continued demand for that Arabic Bible and 
the work being done by 160 Evangelical 
native Christian churches in Turkey, he felt 
sure that the triumph of the Qospel there was 
simply a question of time. Christians were 
learning not to waste their time in quarrelling 
with one another when there were eight hun- 
dred millions of people in religious ignorance. 
He considered this Evangelical Alliance was 
doing much to economise and unite the 
strength of the Christian churches. 

Pastor Stepanian, of the Armenian Church 
at Rodosto, Turkey, who was present, handed 
to the Secretaries a written address, which 
was read to the meeting by Dr. Murray 
Mitchell. The paper contained an expression 
of the cordial salutations of the Bithynian 
Union of Churches and Pastors, and of gratitude 
to the British Organization of the Alliance for 
its efforts in relation to religious liberty in 
Turkey. From the banks of the Euphrates, 
from the Balkans, and from the valleys of 
Syria, the universal echo is that a great har- 
vest is ready, the seeds of which have been 
sown for many years, and have already begun 
to spring, while growing under the fertile 
soil. The continued efforts of the Alliance 
are needed to secure complete religious liberty. 

After a brief address by the Rev. J. C. 
Bums, Moderator of the Free Church of 
Scotland, the meeting was closed with the 
Benediction. 

Thursday Morning. 

The proceedings of this day were com- 
menced by a breakfast, held in the Rooms 
of the Young Men's Christian Association; 
Mr. Sheriff Campbell presiding. 

After breakfast, the Chairman introduced 
the subject of 

HOME MISSION WORK. 

The Rev. Dr. Robertson (Edinburgh), in 
the course of some remarks, described the state 
of his parish of Qreyfriars at the time when 
he first entered on his duties as minister of 
the parish. At that time the state of the 
population in and around Grassmarket was so 
startling that, coming as he did from a quiet 



country parish, he felt perfectly shocJced. 
The people of the district could not be 
characterzied as infidels, for they had no kind 
of belief at all ; there was, in fact, nothing 
but a dark universal unbelief, and was fitly 
described at the time as a hell upon earth. 
The Rev. Doctor then described the means he 
had used, in co-operation with otherS| to re- 
claim these people, and afterwards oom[Mred 
the times he had referred to with the con- 
dition of the people at the present time. 
Though much yet remained to be done, a very 
great improvement had taken place ; and the 
means used had been the establishment of a 
rag^fed school, a mission for adults and for 
children, an orphan girls' home, etc And 
he suggested that all congregations should 
establish a girls' home, as a refuge for those 
girls whose parents were profligate and dissi- 
pated. He also advised that ladies should 
visit poor and destitute and ignorant people, 
for they could do much more good in many 
respects than male visitors could do. 

The Rev. J. H. Wilson (Barolay Church) 
said that some misapprehension seemed to 
exist in England as to the need for mission- 
ary work in Scotland ; but the fact was that 
in Edinburgh they had about 40,000 heathen, 
or persons altogether outside the Christian 
Church, and in Glasgow about 140,000 or 
150,000; and they were increasing at the rate 
of 2,000 a year, the total population increas- 
ing at the rate of 10,000 a year. He 
thought that all who were professing Chris- 
tians should engage in mission work, and 
said that some o^ the best and most effective 
missionaries he had found were among the 
humbler classes. In speaking of the condition 
of some of the people in the more destitute 
parts, he mentioned the case of one whom he 
visited, who said that she was of a different 
religion than he professed, and would not 
hear what he had to say. She said she was 
of the horse religion, which she explained to 
mean that she worked all the week and went 
to grass on Sunday. Mr. Wilson, in conclu- 
sion, gave some details as to the nature of 
territorial mission work, which had been 
successful in Glasgow and in Edinburgh, and 
which he regarded as the true method of 
Church extension. 

The Rev. Dr. J. H. Wilson, of London, gave 
an account of the circumstances under which 
he had established a ragged kirk in the ci^ 
of Aberdeen nearly thirty years ago ; but, he 
added, it had long since become a clothed 
kirk, and in a great measure had solved the 
problem of how to reclaim the masses. When 
this mission was in its infancy, the Queen 



1. W9.} 



BVAKeBUCAL OHRUTBNDOX. 



379 



and the late Prince Consort took an interest 
in it, and contributed to the funds. 

The Rev. Dr. 0. H. White, and others, also 
spoke briefly. 

The Conference afterwards re-assembled in 
the Free Assembly Hall, when the Rev. C. 
M. Rirrell presided over the devotional 
meeting. 

At eleven o'clock the chair was taken by 
Liord Polwarth. 

The report of the committee appointed to 
prepare the list of new Council was then sub- 
mitted, and, on the motion of the Chairman, 
approved. Lord Polwarth was re-elected 
President. The Vice-Presidents were also 
appointed as last year, with the addition of 
the Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury and 
Mr. Alderman McArthur, m.p. 

The Rev. Qeorge Wilson, of Cramond, de- 
livered an address on Epbesians iv. 15-19. 

MISSIONS TO THE HEATHBN. 

The Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell, expressed 
hiiS great satisfaction because of the prominent 
place assigned to the subject of missions, in 
the Meetings both at Basle and in Edinburgh. 
The connection between missions and the 
Alliance, was the closest possible. Unless 
missions were conducted in the spirit which 
the Alliance strives to manifest and extend, 
they would end in confusion, mortification, 
and defeat. Happily, there was much 
hrotherly co-operation among labourers in 
the foreign field. He rejoiced to believe 
that the converts in heathen lands were more 
anxious for brotherly co-operation, even than 
the missionaries. They went farmer ; they 
longed for union — ^incorporation. The ques- 
tion was now earnestly discuased in various 
parts of India, whe^er there should not be 
one church — ^if not for all India, yet at least 
for each great province of India. In the 
warmth of their hearts, the native Christians 
seemed to overlook some of the practical difii- 
cttlties which encompassed the proposed in- 
corporation ; but, at all events, we could re- 
joice in the charity and brotherly kindness 
which had awakened the high aspiration. 
But he must hurry to the main topic of 
his address. He was to try to remove two 
great misapprehensions. One of these was 
that modem missions were a failure. Pro- 
bably every one would admit that early 
Christianity was no failure. Let them com- 
pare, then, the success of the Gospel during 
the first seventy years of its history, with 
the success of modem missions during an 
equal period ; for it is not more than about 
seventy years since Protestant missions 
assumed any definite shape, or were prosecuted 
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with any measure of zeal: Well, so far as 
we can calculate, the number of professing 
Christians in the world about the year a.d. 
100, was not more than half-a- million. Come 
now to modem days. The number of human 
beings rescued from heathensim, and walking 
in the light of the Qospel is, at this day, not 
less than two millions. So, then, this remark 
able fact came out, that the progress of 
modern missions had been four times as great 
as that of Apostolic missions during an equal 
period of time. There was another misappre- 
hension, which was widely diffused and very 
pernicious in its effects. It was this — ^that » .,// ;'" 
the heathen nations, if unevangelized, wouldl. /V V^ ^ 
continue very nearly as they now are, so that /i^-' . ^ 
Christianity could quietly choose her owtt f "jj^ -> *^ 
time and mode of attacking them. Truly, 
a most perilous delusion ! For unless the* 
battle with heathenism were soon fought on 
a large scale, it would have to be fought bye- v^ 

and-bye at an enormous disadvantage. For ^^ 

example ; there were in India large bodies of 
races quite distinct from the Hindus proper, 
and probably aboriginal. Their number has 
been sometimes estimated at seventy millions. 
But in course of time the far greater portion 
of these non- Aryan races have fallen under 
the spell of Hinduism. They could not in- 
deed be admitted into caste ; most of thenv 
were regarded as so unclean that their touch, 
or their shadow, polluted a *' twice born '" 
man ; and in western India, which was full 
of walled villages, they had to herd outside 
the walls with the lowest of the brute creation^ 
while oxen and sheep were readily allowed a 
place within. Yet, through the sheer neces- 
sity of having some religion, these people 
had to a large extent adopted Hindu ideas 
and rite!). It was appalling to think what 
multitudes had, during the last thirty or forty 
years, become, in this sense, Hinduized. 
Some had embraced Mohammedanism. The 
process was still going on. As yet there re- 
mained from fifteen to twenty millions of 
these down-trodden yet most interesting races, 
who had been comparatively little affected by 
surrounding religions; but India was being 
opened up and new influences from without 
were now brought to bear upon them. Their 
rude, vague demonolatry, or spirit-worship, 
gave way when it came in contact with any 
definite creed, or any form of civilization. 
Let us hasten to proclaim the glad tidings to 
these untutored races ; and if the Church of 
Christ did what was quite within her power, 
all these millions might, within a generation 
or so, be won over to the truth, provided 
the blessing which has hitherto attended all 
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efforts for tlieir good, aliall gradoiulj be con- 
tinued. Similar remarks applied to these 
countries in which Mphammaduiism was aetire 
in proselytizing. These especially were the 
islands of South-eastern Asia, and Africa to the 
north of the Equator, where IJm MofaaBimedans 
sought the extension of their faith. Probably 
in China, and certainly in India, we might be 
said to haye come to a crisis. In India there 
are tens of thousands of young men who have 
been evidently tossed out of their religions 
belief by the secular education which the 
British Goveinment supplied ; who were 
launched on a sea of universal doubt, and 
drifting hither and thither as the current 
chanced to carry them, without an anchor, 
without a compass, without a guiding star. 
India, as some one said the other day, was in 
a spiritual agony. How long was this spasm 
of mortal pain to be allowed to last ? Com- 
passion for these tortured souls ought to 
make us hasten to help them, if help were 
permitted. If we neglected the duty, then it 
was exceedingly probable that educated 
Indian thought will pass over to some 
European form of infidelity, or else with 
characteristic subtlety invent some new form 
of unbelief, which would hold the Oriental 
mind enslaved for generations. Now, while 
educated India was crying out— not cynically, 
but sorrowfully, almost despairingly — " What 
is truth?'' now was the time for the Church of 
Christ to speak in tones of sympathy and 
tender love, and beseech her to seek in Christ 
the way, and the truth, and the life. '' Now 
is the accepted time ;'' to-morrow might be 
too late. Oh, what would rouse the Number- 
ing Church to any right sense of the fearful 
peril of delay ? Dr. Mitchell then said he 
had mentioned the number of ccmverts. But 
it would be a most false mode of reckoning, 
to measure the result of missions simply by 
the roll of baptisms. That would be to 
estimate the value of the crop by the number 
of sheaves already cut, leaving out of account 
whole fields that were white unto the harvest. 
For one actually baptized, probably five in 
India were convinced. Conversion, in many 
cases, was sure to follow. Stupendous changes 
were approaching. India would jwobably 
move en mcttae. The great patriot-soldier of 
Italy, some years ago, spoke with a kind of 
rapture of what he called " the awakening of 
the nations." He meant the awakening of 
European races to a sense of the pieciousness 
of civil liberty. But the great awakening of 
the nations was to be seen yonder, in the 
distant East, — ^wfaere more than a half of the 
human race were beginning to shake off their 



imnemortal deep, and seeking to behold their 
God. Oh, soene *' surpassing fable,'' wben 
East and West, after a separation of oonnUees 
generations, during which they had been in- 
capable of mutual qrmpathy, and even of 
mutual comprehension, should at length mieet 
as brothen ; should bend in adoration at tibe 
same footstool ; and with one heart utter tiifi 
great woEds-^^' Our Father, which art in 
heaven !" 

The Chairman relexred to the absence, 
through indisposition, of the Bev. Wm. 
Arthur. 

The Bev. John McCarthy, of the China 
Inland Mission, stated that he must confine 
himself to the one point of calling attention 
to the special openings for Qoepel work whieh 
existed in China at the present time. While 
strongly deprecating the national sin In 
forcing opium, for the benefit of oar Indian 
revenue, on an unwilling people, he pointed 
out that the Lord had caused tiie very 
wrath of man to praise Htm, and so the 
opium wars, which we must all deplore, had 
been used to open up the country to the 
Gk)spel. The rebellions in various jiarts of 
China for so many years, by scattering the 
people from one part of the empire to the 
other, and bringing many of those into inter- 
course with foreigners, had also tended in the 
same direction. Famine, too, had been over- 
ruled by God to this end. He referred to 
the terrible loss of life in heathen China, 
and mentioned the fact that nine and a half 
millions of souls had been swept into eteroi^ 
during these terrible years of famine. The 
people had in vain sought help from their 
idols, and they acknowledged the fact that 
not till the missionaries came and prayed 
to the living God did any rain fall, and that 
they were then enabled, through the famine 
relief distributed by the Mission, to buy 
grain, and thus secure a harveet. The 
survivors from the famine are therefore 
prepared to listen attentively, and in many 
cases show a deep interest in the truths of 
the Gospel He reminded the Alliance that 
we were living in the days which our fathsa 
had prayed for, and that we should eameatly 
set ourselves to take full advantage of the 
openings now set before us. He pleaded for 
more prayers and more efforts, asking esped- 
ally that all who desired the spread of the 
Gospel in China should pray earnestly that 
the Lord would give our rulers wisdom, and 
teach them how to deal with the opium 
traffic, whieh he believed to be a greater 
hindrance to the spread of Christianity than 
perhaps even idolatry itself. 
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Pasteur Lafienr spoke briefly of the work 
now being carried on by Protestant mission- 
aries among the Frenoh Roman Catholics in 
Oanada. 

The proceedings were closed with the 
Senediction. 

Thitrsdat Evenino. 

Lord Polwarth presided ; and after singing, 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Sir H. W. 
lyioncreiif, Bart. 

The Chairman submitted the following 
motion : " That, viewing the great hindrances 
to the cause of Christ arising from the abound- 
ing intemperance in many lands, and also of 
the great hindrances to the Gospel in China 
and other parts which the opium and the 
opium trade was calculated to produce, and 
inasmuch as no means had yet been devised 
by which this could be effectually met and 
overcome, the Alliance invite Christians every- 
where throughout the world to unite on some 
appointed day in special prayer that God, in 
His great mercy, would graciously deliver 
the nations from those sad evils/' The 
motion having been unanimously carried, it 
was remitted to the Council in London. 

Major-General Halliday then submitted 
a vote of thanks from the delegates and 
friends from England, Ireland, and other 
parts, to the Edinburgh Committee for the 
excellent arrangements which had been made 
for the Conferance, to Lord Polwarth for the 
cordial reception given to the guests, and to 
the Christian friends in Edinburgh for the 
warm hospitality accorded to the visitors. 
The Rev. A. M. Preston, Vicar of Winslow, 
and the Rev. D. Mullan, Secretary of the 
Irish Branch, supported the resolution, and 
the Chairman briefly acknowledged the vote. 

THE POWER OP UNITED ACTION. 

The Rev. George Edgcome, M.A., Rector 
of St Peter's, Nottingham, after some preli- 
minary observations, said he could not tell 
them how he sighed for Christian union. 
** The religion of Jesus inculcates love, and 
yet there is comparatively little Christian 
union to be seen in the visible Church. The 
late Edward Bickersteth, a clergyman of the 
Church of England, who took a prominent 
part in the formation of the Alliance, said : 
* 1 feel strongly that mutual humiliation 
before Goa is needed from us all. Oh, may 
the Spirit, our Lord has pronounced blessed 
in His sermon on the mount, be granted to 
us! We shall agree in devotional and 
practical things, I trust, to a great extent; 
and there is a wide field of doctrine also in 
which we are one, if we can keep subordinate 
things in their due place.' Bickersteth struck 



the right note when he spoke of the need of 
mutual humiliation before God. The badge 
which Christ gave whereby His disciples 
might be known, was 'Love one another.' 
It is by oneness that Christians are to re- 
commend to the world the claims of Jesus, 
' that the world may believe that Thou hast 
sent me.' And so little Christian union 
seen^ there is indeed room for mutual 
humiliation. But the basis of Christiaa 
union is personal union with Christ. If 
that be a reality in the experience of any 
two of .us in this hall to-night, then there 
is union. We may be separated by party* 
walls of man's building — walls of partition 
which neither of us may be willing to puU 
down ; but if I am in Christ, and he is in 
Christ, we cannot be barbarians one to another; 
we are brothers in the Lord. Apart from 
real personal union with Christ, every other 
attempt will prove a failure. It is comforting, 
amid our strifes and party divisions, to feel 
that just in proportion as we love the Lord, 
we love those in whom we see His image. 
I can give you an illustration of the good 
effects of the Evangelical Alliance in my 
own experience. At an annual meeting in 
Nottingham last year, I met on the platform 
a brother who the night after was to preside 
at a Liberation Society's meeting, and I was 
to preside in the course of the week at a 
meeting where we settled, at least to our 
satiefaction, that disestablishment and dis- 
endowment would be both impolitic and 
unjust. That did not, however, prevent our 
making arrangements to hold together evan- 
gelistic services to manifest to the world our 
oneness in the Lord. We must foster charity 
— use it as the girdle to bind our Christian 
graces together. Let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, then all will be well. We 
must take care that we are not wise in our 
own conceits. There are many who aro 
ready to declaim against the infallibility of 
the Pope of Rome who have the Pope in 
their own hearts, and think themselves in- 
fallible. True wisdom is in holiness. I 
am afraid that, after all, I am forgetting 
my text-—' The power of a common interest 
and work to draw Christians together.' The 
plain English of that (and, I suppose, the 
Scotch as well) is, join the Evangelical 
Alliance ! It affords scope for the exerdse 
of Christian union, and an opportunity of 
showing how real Christians love one another. 
There is nothing like work to unite us. 
Our highest work should be to win souls for 
Christ. There is nothing like co-operation. 
Christians are like the spokes of a wheel, all 
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tending from the circumference to one centre. 
When the wheel is still, we see the separate 
spokes, but set it in motion, and the distinction 
is lost So, if we stand still and stand aloof, 
the ' Bpokes ' wiU be very manifest. Let 
Christians of different denominations work 
together, thej become one in aim and one in 
purpose, in winning souls to Christ. We 
should thank God for the Evangelical AUiance. 
The questions which separate us (as it has 
been well said) are not. How is a soul to be 
saved ? but. How is the visible Church to be 
governed ? or. How is the ministry to be 
supported ? — questions by no means unim- 
portant, but questions which do not weigh as 
a feather in the balance beside the weightier 
one of, How is a soul to be saved ? Ask us, 
What is the ground of a sinner^s hope ? we 
shall answer, ' Other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, Jesus Christ ! ' Ask us. 
What is the burden of life ? and we shall say. 
Sin ! Ask us the remedy, and we shall with 
one voice answer, The blood of Christ. 
Thank God, you will find oneness here. 
Uniformity we need not trouble about ; union 
we should strive after, and that Christian 
union is seen in such a meeting as this.'' 

CLOSING ADDRESS. 

The Chairman then proceeded to deliver the 
closing address, founded upon John zvii. 

Lord Folwarth remarked that this sublime 
prayer of our Lord for His Church embodied 
the main principles of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance. No doubt the study of this prayer had 
done much in awakening in the hearts of 
many of God's people a desire to attain our 
Lord's wish, as there expressed. Lord Fol- 
warth then referred to the circumstances 
imder which these words were spoken, and 
dwelt on the solemn incidents of the scene 
when our Lord was about to suffer, and tes- 
tified to the last, by word and deed. His love 
to His disciples in that and all succeeding 
ages. His lordship then continued : '' He 
foresaw all the vicissitudes of His Church; 
He knew all the temptations to which it 
would be exposed, and not least of these, 
the danger of internal discord and strife; 
He could estimate as no one else could the 
marring influence which these might exercise 
on the welfare of the Church, the spread of 
His truth, and the salvation of souls. Hence, 
gathering all His saints together, from those 
who sat around Him then, to the soul that 
should be the latest converted to Him, He 



prayed that all the blessings He asked might 
be theirs in common, that all might share in 
His grace, and that, united to Himself, the 
true Vine, all might be one with each other 
in the power of their common Ufe in Him. 
He knew full well the diversity of natural 
character of each disciple — ^their individnil 
preferences and prejudices, all of which would 
doubtless influence their immediate hearers ; 
but He who formed all things visible in won- 
drous diversity, the more aptly to combine in 
perfect harmony, formed His Church one in 
spiritual unity, to manifest that oneness 
through many besutiful forms of diversity 
adapted to the various wants and inclina- 
tions of different nationalities and clime& 
Thus to bring to bear upon the outside 
world a testimony superior to that which 
could be derived from dead uniformity, that 
the world might be constrained to own that 
far above all divergent influences of natural 
character and taste, there is a power animating 
and controlling the true disciples of Jesus 
which is not of earth, but from above. He 
Himself was about to yield up His life, but 
only to take it again; to yield to death, 
only to trample it under foot, and ascending 
into heaven, to be the Lord and Giver of life 
to all His people. They, receiving such 
power from above, were to be witnesses of 
His resurrection. Our Lord's Prayer was not^ 
however, confined only to the scene of the 
Church's trial and toil — time, circumstances, 
many things, would separate the disciples of 
the Lord ; but He anticipated the time when 
there shall be one fold, and when He, the 
one Shepherd, should have around Himself 
His whole beloved flock. From all parts of 
the world, from all nationalities. He would 
gather His lost sheep; and at last, washed, 
sanctified, and glorified, He would have them 
all with Him, beholding His glory. Having 
loved His own which were in the world. He 
loved them unto the end. But His love to 
His own knows no end ; and the last echoes 
of this sacred prayer linger with us always, 
bidding us live here below as those who an- 
ticipate the coming King, the coming glory, 
and the common participation of all He hath 
purchased and asked for us." 

A vote of thanks to the President was 
moved by Mr. R. A. Macfie, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Conference was then closed with sing- 
ing and prayer. 
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE 

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.* 



The main object of this paper is to present 
a few facts in answer to the question , " Of 
"^vhat practical use is the Evangelical Alli- 
ance 7" By way of preface, however, it may 
l»e desirable to glance at the history of the 
Alliance. In 1845 an invitation, signed by 
fifty-five Scottish ministers and laymen, con- 
vened a meeting at Liverpool to consult on 
the best means of promoting Christian union. 
Two hundred and sixteen Englishmen re- 
sponded to the call. Here was the inaugura- 
tion of the Alliance, and it is almost impossible 
to describe the effect produced upon those 
present. The Pentecostal gift seemed all but 
visible by outward fire. The few witnesses 
now living describe it as a "marvellous 
manifestation." Any good which has re- 
sulted from the union then accomplished 
must be attributed to the divine energy 
imparted then, and still continued, in ap- 
proval of efforts to exhibit the oneness of the 
one Church of the living Qod. This meet- 
ing was followed by another in London, in 
1846, when some 800 Evangelical Christians 
— ^Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Independents, Baptists, Moravians, Luther- 
ans, and others — including many of the 
holiest and most distinguished, of various 
nations, assembled to complete the efforts 
of previous years, by the formation of the 
Evangelical Alliance. The meeting was 
presided over by the late Sir Culling 
Eardley Eardley, Bart., bo well known for 
his Christian zeal, catholic sympathies, and 
administrative abilities. Among other friends 
of Christian union (since deceased) who took 
a warm interest in the launching of the Alli- 
ance, the following may be mentioned : The 
Revs. Edward Bickersteth, Dr. Raffles, Dr. 
Chalmers, Dr. Candlish, J. Angell James, 
Dr. Bunting, Dr. Wardlaw, and the Hon. 
and Rev. B. W. Noel. Since the Alliance 
was constituted, and the British Organization 
formed, branches have been established in 
various countries — France, Qermany, Switzer- 
land, Holland, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, 
Syria, Egypt, India, the United States of 
America, Canada, Australia, Japan, West 
Africa, etc., etc. 

The great object of the Alliance is to aid 
in manifesting the union which exists amongst 
the true dlBciples of Christ, to promote this 
union by fraternal and devotional intercourse, 
to discourage strifes and divisions, and to im- 



press upon Christians a deeper sense of tbe 
great duty of obeying the Lord's command, 
to love one another, and to seek the full 
accomplishment of His prayer, '* That they 
all may be one . . . that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent me." In sub- 
serviency to the same great object, the 
Alliance endeavours to exert a beneficial 
influence on the advancement of Evan- 
gelical Religion, and on the counteraction of 
infidelity, of Romanism, and of the desecra- 
tion of the Lord's-day. It also aims at two 
other main objects — the defence of religious 
liberty, and the initiation of various enter- 
prises for direct Christian work. 

1 . Harmony of Christians, — Of the changed 
aspect in regard to party feeling among pious 
Protestants, it is only necessary to remark 
that the duty of moderation in controversy, 
of generous allowance !• r d.tferences of judg* 
ment, and of cordial ai ection, are now very 
generally recognized. 1 his result is due in 
a great measure to the influence of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance during the past thirty-three 
years. 

2. Conferences. — Seven General Assemblies 
of Christians of all Nations, convened by the 
Alliance, have been held in London, Paris, 
Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, New York, and 
Basle. Directly and indirectly, these great 
gatherings have been most beneficial to the 
whole Church of Christ, and the divine 
blessing has been traced in the following 
results: Religious revivals, the increase of 
missionary and evangelistic operations, the 
spread of Sunday-schools on the Continent, 
the International Federation for the better 
observance of the LordVday ; and many 
important agencies now in active operation 
have been originated. While it is impossible 
to refer in detail to each of these (Ecumenical 
Assemblies, it may be remarked that the 
earlier Conferences awakened great interest 
by their novelty. The special circumstances 
attending the meeting in Berlin, in 1857, 
deserve to be noted. British Christians were 
not slow to appreciate the importance of the 
movement. An address to their continental 
brethren, signed by more than 3,000 persons, 
including the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
many of the bishops, gave expression to their 
cordial sympathy and earnest prayers for the 
success of the Assembly. The King of Prussia, 
by whose direct invitation the Conference was 



* This sketch formed the sabstance of the address given by Mr. A. J. Arnold, one of the Secretaries, 
ai the Edinburgh Conference, as mentioned at page 375. 
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held in Berlin, took a deep intereBt in the 
whole proceedings, and gave a reception to 
the members (1,200 in number) at his palace 
in Potsdam. Of the later Gtoeral Conferences 
it is unnecessary to speak ; each has had its 
distinctive feature. 

3. JSnterprises Initiated, — Of the Asnnal 
Conferences of the British Organization it is 
unnecessary to speak folly. Whilst these 
have proved to be profitable occasions for 
the cultivation of Christian charity, they 
have often afforded opportunities for com- 
bined action in the initiation of Christian 
enterprises. Thus several important societies 
were originated, and have since become inde- 
pendent : the United Committee for pro- 
moting Christian work in Spain, the Turkish 
Missions' Aid Society, the Christian Ver- 
nacular Education Society for India^ the 
Christian Evidence Society, and others. At 
the Paris Exhibition in 1867 the British 
Council of the Alliance, by invitation of 
the French Government, erected the Salle 
Evang^lique, where religious services and 
meetings in various languages were held 
daily. In connection with the great Exhi- 
bition of 1878 in Paris, the Evangelical 
Alliance erected an evangelical hall in the 
Place du Trocad^ro, and religious services 
were held similar to those in 1867, and 
were attended by not less than 100,000 
persons. In 1865 the London Council ar- 
ranged for special religious services for the 
working classes, when Exeter Hall was 
crowded, Sunday by Sunday, with men 
evidently of the class which it was specially 
desired to reach, and to whom the Qospel was 
preached by ministers of various churches. 
The great success of this enterprise led to 
the present system of undenominational ser- 
vices in public halls, etc. The mission of 
one hundred Protestant ministers to preach 
the Gospel in the open air to the Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, the British Syrian Re> 
lief Fund, the recent Deputation to Christian 
workers in Italy, and* many other schemes 
originated by the Alliance, might be ad- 
duced in evidence of its practical character. 

4. The Chrigtian Press. — Prizes of £100 
each were given for the best essays on 
Popery, Infidelity, and the Sabbath — sub- 
jects in relation to which Evangelical Chris- 
tians are, for all practical purposesj. unani- 
mous. The published essays of Dr. Wylie 
on the Papacy, Mr. Pearson on Infidelity, 
and Mr. Hill on the Sabbath, are defiervedly 
appreciated throughout the whole Christian 
Church. Copies of each of these volumes 
were presented to a large number of college 



and other public libraries, thzough the mu- 
nificence of the late Thomas Farmer, Esq., 
and John Henderson, Esq. Mr. Pearson's 
essay on Infidelity was subsequently issued 
in a cheaper form, and although 100,000 
copies were printed, this supply was speedily 
exhausted. Separate prizes were offered to 
working men for the three best essays on 
Infidelity, and these produced the valoable 
works—'" The Shadow of Death " and " The 
Creed of Despair" — by C. M. SmitSi (a 
printer) and M. Spears (an ironfounder). 
Evangdical Christendom, the organ of the 
Alliance, not only reports monthly its trans- 
actions, but also supplies useful information 
on events occurring in various countries in 
relation to the state and progress of the 
Church of Christ. (This magazine is for- 
warded free to all subscribers of £l per 
annum to the funds of the Alliance.) 

5. United Prayer, — Acting on one of the 
" practical resolutions " adopted at the forma- 
tion of the Alliance in 1846, an address has 
been annually prepared, and circulated widely 
throughout the world, inviting Christians 
everywhere to unite in supplication for the 
blessings suggested. This annual Week of 
Prayer in January has been increasiogly and 
extensively observed year by year, and it 
has become " the Universal Week of Prayer " 
since the appeal of the Lodiana missionaries 
in 1857. In many places at home and 
abroad the largest halls and churches have 
been insufficient to contain the multitudes 
assembliug in sympathy with their Christian 
brethren in all countries, and there is the 
clearest evidence that Christians thus united 
have not pleaded with God in vain. The 
Alliance has also promoted united prayer at 
stated seasons and on special occasions. 

6. Religious Liberty, — Repeated action 
has been taken by the British and Fo- 
reign Branches of the Evangelical Alliance 
unitedly, in answer to urgent appeals made to 
them by Christian brethren suffering persecu- 
tion in European and other countries. De- 
putations have pleaded with the Governments 
for the repeal of oppressive laws, and for the 
libemtion of Christians persecuted for con- 
science' sake. These efforts have in almost 
every case been successful, showing the power 
of Christian union, and the efficient aid which 
the Alliance, as its expression, has been able 
to render to our brethren in their affliction 
and need. Even those who complain that the 
Evangelical Alliance is unpractical, admit 
that, in the matter of freedom of conscience, 
it has rendered signal service to the cause of 
religion. The Madiai, in Fiorenee, Maia- 
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moT08 and his fellow-ProtestantSy and Julian 
Yargas, in Spain, were, under God's blessing, 
released by the action of the Alliance. Though 
the Queen of Spain refased an audience to the 
European deputation, the presence of so many 
influential men from different countries pro- 
duced a profound impiession in Madrid, and 
the desired end was secured. The mission- 
aries and Tarkish converts in Turkey 
and Syria; the Baptists in Germany, in 
BuBsia, in Sweden, and in Switzerland ; the 
French missionaries in Basutoland, South 
Africa, as well as the English missionaries in 
New Caledonia ; the Lutherans in the Baltic 
Provinces of Russia; and the Lutheran 
pastors in Hesse-Diirmstadt, — are instances 
showing the important service rendered by 
the action of the Alliance. Successful efforts 
were also made on behalf of six converts to 
Bomanism in Sweden. Appeals had often 
been made to Roman Catholic rulers for 
Teligious freedom to Protestants, and now the 
Alliance obtained from a Protestant monarch 
liberty for persecuted Romanists. The Nes- 
tonans received the aid of the Alliance in 
their great distress and persecution, and the 
Shah of Persia was induced to head a sub- 
scription list with a contribution of £lOO in 
aid of the fund for rebuilding the Christian 
c^iurches. The following are among the 
cases which have quite recently occupied the 
earnest attention of the Council of the 
Alliance : The American missionaries in 
Upper Egypt appealed on behalf of the 
native Protestant communities, from whom 
Teligious freedom had been withheld for 
several years. After much delay, the ex- 
Khedive yielded to the remonstrances of the 
Alliance, supported by Her Majesty's repre- 
sentative in Egypt, and the grievances were 
remedied. In a letter of thanks these op- 
pressed brethren say : " It behoves us all to 
give praise and glory to God for this His 
signal goodness to us. Most heartily do we 
implore His blessing on the English Govern- 
ment, the Evangelical Alliance/' etc. In 
Spain, notwithstanding the article of the 
Constitntion guaranteeing religious liberty, 



petty persecutions are not infrequent. Within 
the last year the pastor of a Protestant Church 
was charged with " disrespect " to the priest, 
and on this flimsy pretext was sentenced to a 
heavy fine and imprisonment. The treatment 
he received in a filthy dungeon was denounced 
by several Spanish newspapers. The Alliance 
energetically interceded pn behalf of the im- 
prisoned pastor, and he was *' pardoned " by 
the King. Mr. Ben-Oliel writes : " Nor is my 
gratitude to the Evangelical Alliance to be 
omitted, for I know that God has crowned 
with success their noble efforts, owing to 
which I am now in the midst of my dear 
and afflicted family." Cases of religious 
intolerance in Bohemia are now claiming 
sympathetic action, and it is hoped that the 
prayer of the memorial presented to the 
Emperor of Austria by a deputation from the 
Basle Conference of the Alliance may be 
granted, and full liberty of worship be 
enjoyed by Protestants in all parts of the 
Austrian Empire. In these and many other 
cases the Alliance has aided the cause of 
freedom of conscience, and rendered services 
to the whole Church of Christ; thtis ac- 
complishing a woik which would not fall 
within the province of any one church or 
of any other society. 

Such is an outline of the principal operations, 
during thirty-three years, of a society whose 
membership (amounting to only a few score 
thousands) is not by any means the measure 
of its influence. But when occasions arise, 
the Evangelical Alliance, through its British 
and other organizations, is able to touch the 
springs of a world-wide telegraph of sympathy 
and aid. 

The Alliance may not have accomplished 
all that was expected of it, but its past 
history proves it to be an eminently practical 
organization, and it is earnestly commended 
to the hearty sympathy and support of all 
friends of Christian union, desiring to see 
increasing harmdny and more united action 
among the followers of the Saviour through- 
out the world. 



PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 



The fint meeting of the new Council was 
held on Wednesday, November 12. John 
Finch, Esq., and afterwards the Right Hon. 
William Brooke, occupied the chair. After 
reading the Scriptures, prayer was offered by 
Dr. Underbill. 

NEW COUNCIL. 

The appointment of the Council, and of 



the President and Yiee^Prasidenta, by the 
Edinburgh Conference waa laporked. Also 
that Mr. Alderman MoAitbar, ics., had 
accepted office aa one of the Vioe-PMsideuts. 

AFPOIMTMBNT OF OFFICERS. 

The Treasurers, Honorary Secretaries, and 
Secretaries were re-elected, and Finance and 
other Committees were appointed. 
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The following penonB were nnanimouBly 
admitted to membership :— 
Miss H. Dowland, Bath. 
Miss Wilson, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Luarrell, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Beddy, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Murchison, Weston*snper-Mare. 
Mies Johnson, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Ginningham, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Matheson, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Stayner, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Stayner, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Hutchius, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Currie, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Nash, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Nash, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Tate, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Hill, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Henry Braddon, Weston-super-Mare. 
Miss Patton, Weston-super-Mare. 
Rev. Chas. B. Snepp, Ferry Barr. 
Mrs. Stuart, Clifton. 
Dr. John Ewens, Clifton. 
Mrs. Field, Clifton. 
Mrs. Brigstock, Clifton. 
Mr. Eer, Clifton. 
Mrs. Eer, Clifton. 
Mr. C. B. Eer, Clifton. 
Mrs. Eer, Clifton. 
Miss B. Eer, Clifton. 
General Boyd, Clifton. 
Mr. E. W. Cox, Clifton. 
Captain Becher, Clifton. 
Mrs. Buck, Clifton. 
Colonel Biggs, Clifton. 
Mrs. Biggs, Clifton. 
Dr. Eennedy, Clifton. 
Mrs. Eennedy, Clifton. 
Miss Heywood, Clifton. 
Miss Heywood, Clifton. 
Miss Heywood, Clifton. 
Colonel Newbolt, Clifton. 
Mrs. Newbolt, Clifton. 
Miss Nisbet, Clifton. 
Rev. E. P. Hathaway, Clifton. 
Mr. James Carver, Clifton. 
Colonel Saville, Clifton. 
Miss Heyman, Bray, Ireland. 
Major-General Bell, B.B., London. 
Lieut. A. Bell, London. 
Miss J. Child, London. 
Miss Abbott, nfracombe. 
Mrs. Desborough, Dfracombe. 
Mr. W. H. Gould, Ilfiacombe. | 



Mr. C. Cory, Cardiff. 

Mr. R. F. Horton, Cardiff 

Rev. W. D. Eennedy, Cardiff 

Rev. J. P. Bellingham, Cardiff 

Rev. Mr. Renny, Cardiff. 

Miss Hopkins, Cardiff. 

Miss G. Harrison, NewcastleK)n-Tyne. 

Miss M. E. Hairison, Newcastle-on-Tyne: 

J. M. Romania, Esq., Plymouth. 

OBITUAST. 

The deaths of the Rev. James Fleming, 
D.D., and Mrs. Stoughton, wife of the Bev. 
Dr. Stoughton, were reported. The Conncil 
adopted resolutions of sympathy. 

PEOVINGIAL VISITATION. 

Major-General Field gave a report of 
meetings for the Alliance which he had 
attended in Clifton and BristoL 

HONORARY 8ECRKTARIAL 8BRVICB. 

The Council gladly accepted the proffered 
services of the Rev. William Arthur, who 
is about to spend the winter in Italy, and 
requested him kindly to take any steps, in 
his official capacity, which he may deem 
likely to promote the cause of Christiaa 
union on the Continent. 

IKTKICPERANCB AND THB OPIUM TRAFFia 

A minute adopted at the Edinburgh Con- 
ference suggesting that a day of special prayer 
should be appointed to implore God in His 
great mercy graciously to deliver the nations 
from the sad evils of intemperance and the 
opium trade, was reported. The subject of 
intemperance being included in the topics for 
the approaching Week of Prayer, the wider 
question now submitted was deferred for 
future consideration. 

BRIEF SKETCH OF THE ALLIANCE. 

In response to a widely expressed wish, it 
was agreed that the address given at the 
recent Conference by Mr. Arnold, the Secre- 
tary, should be printed for genenil circola- 
tiou. 

DEPUTATION TO THB EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA. 

It was resolved that a special meeting of 
the Council should be summoned to receive 
from the Hon. and Rev. E. Y. Bligh and Mr. 
Alderman McArthur, m.p, a fuU report of 
their mission to Vienna. 

WEEK OF prater. 

It was agreed that efforts should be made 
to increase the number of meetings in and 
around London during the January Week of 
Prayer. 
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MEETINGS AT CLIFTON AND BRISTOL. 



The Council deputed Major-Qenend Field, 
C.B., one of the Secretaries, to visit Clifton 
during the Annual Christian Conference, 
^vLich was held in the Victoria Rooms on the 
7th and 8th of October. He met with a very 
cordial reception, and, at the invitation of the 
President, gave a short address on the last 
day of the Conference. 

By the kindness of Colonel and Mrs. New- 
l>olt, a drawing-room meeting was held at 
their residence on the 9th, the day following 
the Conference, when a large number of friends 
came together to hear an address by Major- 
Ckneral Field on '^ The Principles and Ob- 
jects of the Alliance : its Work at Home and 
Abroad.'' It was pointed out how the Holy 
Spirit was grieved by the want of love and 
union among brethren, and how jealousies 
and rivalries separated the children of God, 
brought leanness into the soul, marred com- 
munion, and hindered the work of the Lord 



in the Church and in the world. The work 
of the Alliance at home was then dwelt upon, 
and many present understood for the first time 
the Evangelical Alliance in its true character 
and position. The address was received by 
the friends present with warm tokens of 
interest and approval ; and the Rev. S. 
Walker and the Rev. Mr. Snepp both spoke in 
favour of a new branch of the Alliance being 
formed for Clifton and Bristol. 

On the evening of the same day, in the 
New Memorial Hall, a public meeting was 
held, presided over by C. B. Eer, Esq. This 
was also well attended, and the address was 
listened to with close attention. 

A committee has since been formed for 
Clifton and Bristol, of which Benjamin 
Thomas, Esq., is President, and Colonel Biggs, 
Secretary and Treasurer ; and it is expected 
that a ladles' committee will likewise assist in 
the extension of the new branch. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF 
The series of meetings opened on Oct. 31 
with a meeting for prayer at the Lutheran 
Church, when a cordial welcome was given to 
the delegates from the Swiss and French 
Branches of the Alliance. 

The next day (Nov. 1) there was a well- 
attended morning meeting at the Eglise 
Libre, when Pastor Fallot, of Paris, read an 
admirable paper, which had been prepared by 
him for the Basle meetings, on ** The Unity 
of the Spirit." Addresses on the same sub- 
ject were delivered by Pastors Cousin, of 
Basle, and Comforth, of Lausanne. Mr. 
Comforth described the successful efforts 
made at Lausanne to promote fraternal inter- 
course amongst Christians. Monthly prayer- 
meetings, weekly social meetings for religious 
conversation, reading the Scriptures, and 
prayer, had brought together clerical and lay 
members of all the churches with the happiest 
results. Pastor Pnyroche, of Lyons, spoke 
of the progress towards practical Evangelical 
alliance in Lyons, where ministers and lay- 
men of all denominations — Church of Eng- 
land, Baptist, Wesleyan, National, and Free 
French Churches — worked together har- 
moniously at the McAll meetings, which 
have been carried on with great success 



THE LYONS BRANCH. 

through the past year in four different locali- 
ties in the city of Lyons. 

In the afternoon of the same day two well- 
attended meetings were held at the same time. 
Both of these reunions were of great interest. 
Addresses were delivered by the delegates. 

In the evening Pastor Perrelet, of Geneva, 
preached (at the National Reformed Church) 
an eloquent and impressive discourse from 
Rev. iii. 20 : " Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock.'' 

On Sunday morning (Nov. 2) the usual 
services were held in the various churches. 

In the afternoon (at the Eglise Libre) a 
full and interesting account of the Basle 
meetings was given by Pastor Cousin. He 
reviewed some of the many subjects which 
had been treated, and narrated many incidents 
illustrating the happy spirit which prevailed. 
At the close, the members of the Alliance 
partook of the Holy Communion. 

In the evening Pastor Fallot gave an ad- 
dress (at the Eglise Libre) on '* The Action of 
the Church in the Evangelization of Great 
Cities.'* He described the work of the 
Deaconesses of Rue de la Tour d'Auvergne, 
at Paris — an institution which he recom- 
mended to the sympathy and help of ChristianB. 



RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN AUSTRIA. 



1. The facts connected with the case of 
San Bnrda, c.B., at Prague, and Josef Hodek, 
C.S., at Stupitz, are embodied in a printed paper 
presented to the Alliance meeting at Basle. 

2. The case of Mr. Edward Millard at 



Vienna, who, with the foreknowledge of the 
authorities, and with the co-operation of con- 
spicuous members of the Reformed and the 
Lutheran Churches, has for nine years un- 
interruptedly held strictly undi lominational 
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biblical lectures, and who, without any reaion 
beiog assigned, was forbidden to continae 
these lectures in March, 1879, is stated in a 
petition presented to the Minister of Worship, 
and also in a memoiandum to H.B.M/8 
Ambassador at Vienna, both dated April, 
1879. Up to this day no answer whatever 
has been given. 

3. Last March the Baptists (members of 
which religious body have been residing at 
Vienna, at least, ever since 1845) were for- 
bidden to hold any further meetings. Those 
meetings had thus far been held in a room in 
a private house, and admittance had been 
given to specially invited persons only. The 
appeal addressed to the Central Government 
in April has been left without any answer. 
Six or eight Baptists, met for prayer on a 
Sunday, last August, at the house of a postman 
in one of the suburbs, were dispersed by the 
police. The postman was sent for, and it 
was intimated to him that the loss of his 
pension might be the result of refractoriness. 
Two other persons, foreigners, were threatened 
with banishment if they were again found at 
a Baptist meeting. On Sunday, the 2nd of No- 
vember last (the deputation of the Evangelical 
Alliance being in Vienna), the police found 
their way into a house in another suburb of 
Vienna, mounted up into the third story, and 
there found about fifteen persons engaged in 
prayer. The meeting was immediately dis- 
persed, and the males ordered to the police- 
court that same Sunday afternoon, at three, for 
examination. The result is yet pending. 

4. The Irvingites ('< Apostolical Church '*), 
after having held public worship for several 
years, were last Alarch forbidden to hold any 
further meetings whatsoever. 

5. The Methodists are permitted to hold 
lectures, but no singing or praying is allowed, 
no piayer-meeting and no Communion ser- 
vice. 

6. The Swedenboigians C' New Jenualem 
Church "), who in 1868 formed an association 
for the formation of a '* New Church,'' were 
forbidden some time ago to continue their 
meetings. After an expensive law-suit they 
have re-opened their meetings, but no Bap- 
tism or Communion service is tolerated, and 
within the last four weeks they have been 
forbidden to bring together their own children 
for religious instruction. 

7. The Rev. Mr. Adams, at Pragae, of the 
American Board of Missions, is not permitted 
to hold any meeting whatever ; and a fine of 
100 florins, or imprisonment for twenty days, 
lias been threatened if he attends, even as a 
hearer, any religious meeting held by parties 



connected with a religious body not recog- 
nized by the State. 

8. The Rev. Mr. Schauffler, at Bninn, of 
the same mission, is permitted to hold re- 
ligions meetings, but on the express condition 
that he keeps out children, between aix and 
fourteen years of age, belonging to a Charch 
recognized by the State. The limitation 
makes the permission illosory. 

9. The Rev. Mr. Pine, at Pogne, sent out 
by the Scoteh Free Choidi as a missioiiarf 
to the Jews, is not allowed to hold any ser- 
vice in the language of the eountry. 

10. The Rev. Mr. Babzar, of the Free 
Reformed Bohemian Church, is forbidden to 
hold any religious service whatever. 

11. At Brandeis, in Bohemia, a married 
couple that had left the Romish Charch and 
joined the Baptisto before their first child was 
born, applied within the term preaoribed by 
the law to have the birth entered in the 
register expressly provided for parties belong- 
ing to religious communities not recogniEed 
by the State. The application has been 
refused, and the parente have been ordered 
to have their child baptized by the Romish 
parish priest, on the ground that a child most 
have some religion, and that the parents have 
none ! 

12. Tan Marek, at Schlan, in Bohemia, 
an evangelist appointed by the Rev. Mr. 
Schubert, (a regular nunister of the Reformed 
Church, acknowledged by the State), has 
been forbidden to hold Bible readings in his 
own house, or to admit persons' not belong- 
ing to his family to hia domestic worship. 
He has been reprimanded by the politiod 
authorities because he did not bolt hia house 
door before he said his prayers. 

13. In August an ordained minisler of the 
Reformed Church in Bohemia, preaching at a 
stetion in the country, wearing his gown in 
token of his official capacity, was interrupted 
by the police in the middle of the service, 
and was only permitted to resume the service 
in the afternoon after he had obtained special 
permission from the authorities. 

Dissenters are allowed by law to hold 
domestic worship (literally, '^houjae warahip") 
[Haus-Gfottensdienst], but, contrary to the 
interpretation offieially given for years to- 
gether, and adopting a new intej^retatbn 
lately discovered, not an individual may be 
present beyond the bondfde members of the 
family. 

All this, whilst Section xiv. of the " Fun- 
damental Law,'' of 2 1st December, 1867, ex- 
pressly " guarantees full religious liberty to 
every individual*' in the realm I 
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